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ADVERTISEMENT.,

THE Author of these papers has but
one motive in printing, which is that of
convincing the people, that the evil they
suffer at present, 1s to be attributed only
to the unfavourable seasons; and conse-
quently that there is evetry reason for sub-
mitting with patience to the will of Hea-
ven. The kingdom in general was well
impressed with this 1dea, till certain persons
attempted to prove that the scarcity was
not real ; that the deficiency was small ;
and the stock 1n hand last harvest large ;
manifestly, though perhaps not intentional-
ly, implying that the high price was un-
just, and therefore might be easily reme-
died. The Writer immediately saw the
fatal tendency of any such assertions, and
took every means to procure better in-
formation than what he before possessed 3
and the event has been to confirm him in

opinion, that those persons were not only
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leading the people into an error on the one
hand, but, if parliament listened to them,
would cause an equally mischievous secu-
rity on the other.

No human policy can foresee---no hu-
man power can change, the scasons : the
people of this country are too enlightened
to look for impossibilities---they suffer from
the hand of God alone ; but thanks to the
blessings of his providence, the country 1s
full of resources to prevent all ideas of fa-
mine, though not tosecure a moderate price
for the consumers of a very defective crop.
Prices, if much too high, cannot be sup-
ported ; they will either fall of themselves,
or be brought down by the wisdom of those
exertions which the Legislature will doubt-
less make. The least sign of discontent
or disturbance, can only increase the evil;
while patience, quiet, and tranquillity, will
second and give effect to every measure that
is had recourse to.
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THE

QUESTION OF SCARCITY

PLAINLY STATED.

FEYHAT a difference of opinton should prevail
ﬂ on any subject, can never be surprizing, and
least of all, when positive facts are difficult to pro-
cure. Without undoubted facts, we can have
only principles to appeal to, which ‘some consider
as the basis of all political knowledge; others,
and myself among the rest, as conclusions too
often drawn from (perhaps able) reasoning, or in-
sufficient data, being in effe¢t, though digni-
fied by the term, nothing more than theories

L)

plausibly sketched. Were they corollaries re-
sulting from multiplied experiments, every ra-
tional mind would readily submit to their au-
thority.

On the present subjeét there 1s another, and a
very fertile source of error—Supplying food to a
people, depends mostly on agriculture, and every
man 1s a farmer. Not a step can be taken, not a
position maintained, but individual expericice is
appealed to; a basis so narrow to support opi-

_‘. » nion
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nion, that, though true in fa&, it is utterly
incompetent when applied to a whole nation, ox
even to one county. A man sometimes assumes
a sort of authority from the hundreds of acres
which are for a few months the scene of his resi-
dence and his amusement, very deservedly upon
many points

least of all, when the result of his
local observations is extended to millions of acres.

A most laudable feeling common to multitudes,
becomes another source of error—Fear of aggra-
vating the evil by sounding alarm; and, on the
other hand, an equal apprehension, that without
alarm the public good will be neglected, and efhi-
cient measures rejeted for want of knowing the
real danger of the case: hence, perhaps, some
little exaggeration on both sides.

My object in writing this tract, is to attempt
to state the question as clear as I can, between
those who are full of apprehensions that the
scarcity is so real and great that no mea-
sures can remedy it, and others who think
it so trifling, that no measures are necessary,
except for satisfying the people, and shew-
ing the attention of their rulers. A very plain
statement of what I conceive to be well authen-
ticated fals, will, 1 trust, have the effett of
proving that the scarcity 1s so great as to demand
effe@ive measures; but by no means so formi-
dable as to render such measures vain ; for I am

well
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well persuaded that the Legislature may remedy
the evil completely.

Let us then first inquire into the degree of
this scarcity.

And here T must make one previous observa-
tion, which I think has been greatly negletted.
inquiries hitherto have gone too much into the
proportion of the crop, and too little attention
paid to the price 5 it should seem as if men would
be pretty well satisfied, provided they could prove
the deficiency to amount only to a fourth or a
fifth, forgetting that the people are suffering a
very heavy distress, whatever that proportion may
turn out: of what account to them your fine
speculations in arithmetic, while they pay five
pounds a quarter? What an insult to common
sense is it, to hear that the crop has been so mo-
derately failing, that measures are rejected when
proposed, on that account 5 as if a price beyond the
faculties of the poor was not motive sufficient for
exerting every nerve to remedy it; for listening
with patience to every proposition; for executing
with vigour whatever measures promise relief.—
When in conversation I have mentioned certain
plans which 1 thought would be beneficial, 1 have
been answered by many very respectable persons,
¢ Upon my word, Mr. YOUNG, I believe the scarcity
is much exaggerated ; my Steward, or Mr. Such-a-
wne, Says the crop was not so bad.’ A quartern
lcaf 15 the best answer to such gentlemen,

Grant
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Grant the fa@, and the evil is still more op-
pressive and affli¢ting. The providence of the
Almighty is to be submitted to with patience and
resignation ; but an artificial scarcity that shall
last for months, must be the sole fault of the Le-
gislature. What short-sighted supporters are those
of government, who contend against the existence
of a great, real, and unexampled scarcity ; who
seem to think they gain a point,. if they prove the
deficiency only a fourth! Do they forget, that in
fa& they are strenuous only to shew that we have
the honour of living under a very bad government,
which permits the people to be thus distressed for
food in the midst of tolerable plenty !

But to come to the deficiency—Ilet us first ex-
amine what is 2 common crop of wheat.

Thirty years ago I made three agricultural tours
through England, which extended little short of
five thousand miles; and the average produce
of wheat, upon the minutes I took, was 24
bushels per acre. In the last fifteen years I have
also made many shorter journies (one, however,
of thirteen hundred miles) through many coun-
ties, to the extent of about four thousand miles
nore, and the. average produce of wheat in these
was also 24 bushels; not a little to my sur-
prize, for 1 expeded it would have been higher;
but when I reflected on certain circumstances that
had taken place, I found that1 had on principle
been erroneous in that expectation, and that the

pro-
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product ought to have turned out less rather than

gl'catcr-r——-bul such was the fact.

From all these journies, united with other nu-
merous authorities since the establishment of the
Board of Agriculture, I formed the following table :
AYERAGE FPRODUCTS OF WHEAT IN ENGLAND.

Bush. Bush,
Bedford - zo  Lincoln = - 28
Jucks - 21L  Middlesex :
Berks - = 24  Monmouth - 20
Cambridge - 23t Northampton - 24
Cornwall - 20 Notts = 22
Cheshire < = 23 Northumberland - 2
Cumberland ~ 22 Norfolk = 2 4
Durham - 21 Oxford -

20

Porset - - 223 Rutland - 28
Derby - 24  Stafford - 2c
Jevon - - 22 Surrey - 23
Essex - - 24%L  Sussex - 26
Gloucester - 18  Suffolk 22
Hants - - 22 Somerset - 24
Hereford - 22%  Salop I 20
Hunts . - 15  Westmoreland 20

Flertford = 23 Warwick 24
Kent - z24 Worcester - 24
L.ancaster - z4 Wilts -

Leicester - 2¢ York - 22

Average a fraftion less than 2

——

— A
In 1793 and 1594 the w

"..r------{ i g a g et 1 e Baayd \ .,,‘,HI._ i
SUTI'VEYCC )y Oordcr oOi the board or Agricuiture ;
t

unfortunately it was done too 1 \pIGLY, and Lhose
J Y
.'l';'t. 5-1.".1\‘._'1. ‘l] L.._t:'Ll\!L I\.LtlL_.i'll t-l\,‘ W [101C !11 \;J'J'E};_',j-.,ki

to as satistaltory authority ; whether upon this

point of produce a better reliance on them is to
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be had, I shall not determine.—The following is
the result :

Bush. Busks
Dorset - 221 Leicester R 25
Surrey - 23  Cumberland - 23
Norfolk - 24 Durham - 20
Sussex = 28  York, W. Riding 22
Middlesex {the S.E. ara- Northumberland 25
ble district only) 28  Somerset (part of the co.) 25
Wilts - 2z  Northampton - 26
Hants . 22 Hereford - 22%
Cambridge - 23%L  Stafford - 28
Rutland - 28  Worcester - 15
Warwick - 22 —
Average 231

But the average produce of wheat, so far as

ascertained by the Board of Agriculture, will be
faund more satisfactorily by the new Reports, with
4 sele@ion from the old that have not been sur-
veyed again, made on principles which those will
anderstand who are well acquainted with those
old Reports.

CORRECTED REPORTS.

Middlesex - - 24 Cumberland - 23
Lincoln = - 28 Stafford - . 25
Nottingham - 22 ¢ 21
= e s = oA
I‘\_Cnt = = 22 uGITl fSEt, z]‘ll g
Lancaster - 24 Suffolk . - 22
Northumberland = 27 S
FIRST REPORTS.
Dorset = = 221 Rutland P - 28
Narfolk - . 24 Warwick - 22
Wilis - - 22 Yorle & = 22
Cambridge - - 23 Essex - - ;4}
General average - . . 235
which
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I suppose the rent to be the average of arable

land ; which may not be accurate, but 1s not, I

believe, far from the truth. On reviewing the
other particulars, I do not see any that are car- &
ried too high; some articles are omitted, as
fences, and incidental expences, which enter for
something into the farmer’s accounts; and many
articles of wear and tear, which the tillage ex- )
pence will not cover.
Doubtless there is more profit upon wheat
after clover or beans, but it is necessary that the
produét of wheat be equal to the expence o
every common preparation; if it is not, such
preparation would be abandoned.
To analyze this point with more precision, lef
us suppose straw to be worth r10s., and the sun-
dry expences mentioned 3s. ; and allow the farmer
12 per cent. on his capital, which capital may
on an average of his farm be called s5l.; then the I th
account will stand thus:
e d
Expences — —_ 6 16 1
Add sundries - —_ o 3 ©
L£.6 19 I
Dedott straw — - o Io I o
6 9 o g
12 per cent, on 5l. for two years 1 4 ©
713 © Ce
24 bush. at 6s. 41d. — 713 O (
22 bush, at 7s. — 713 O
20 bush, at 7s. 71d. o 713 o
16 bush. atgs, 61d. —_ 913 0

which
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Into the state of husbandry—after a Public Board,

composed of so many most respectable chara&ers,
1as with sufiicient care and attention procurec
the surveys of eighteen® counties scattered over
the whole kingdom, and such inquiries agreeing

>
in the result—1 will not presume to assert that

it 1s infallible, or any thing like it—but he will

acal, who thinks that the
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f any individual, however respe
when not derived from superior means of infor-
mation, cannot with the smallest degree of pro-
priety be resorted to as authority sufficient to

overturn so many concurrent fa&ts. And the

ader will observe, that when I stated to the
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Lommittee of the House of Commons the pro-
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Essex. Wheat scarce

=TT
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vent and careful persons 1 met with, such a

= 1 = 14 s I
NEs 45 they COuld $£1ve me—the followin

ble is the result :

es on strong or wet
Jand two quarters per acre ; most ¢ f it poor,

thin, damp stufl. worse. Wheas

sowing miserable. Little 1n, Nov. 12,
cstmoreland,  Deficient one-th

LLI2E

Hants. Deficient one-third.

Lincoln. Wheat three-fifths of a usual crop. Barley,
e 5 and «( 5 Liiree- rth Suff land,
too wet to sow, INov. 13. On dry land,
one-fourth deficient in quanti and one-

i
' . = BT, e S
fourth in quality.

Berks. Full a third.

Ditto above one-fourth.

- - thhie

Oxford. Deficiency one-t ird.

Kent, Averape produ rLast t do L
1 1‘1' L | i 14} :1..' worst ¢ve

-
l'rL Wi, ! 11 1 SNNOrt Cr "‘ ls.J{"-, 1
and e, an average crop, W t r
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bad a season for sowing. Much thrown out
(Dec. 2) for spoiled corn.
Devon. Not half an average crop.
Corawall. Fourteen bushels per acre: if as deficient
elsewhere, there will be from 15 to 20 mil-

lions of bushels wanting for 10,00c,000

-

seople : the deficiency from one-fourth to
one-third.

Short of 16 bushels. Barley deficient one.
third.

Wheat not very much below an average,

Deficient one-third, ditto one.fourth,

Scotland, Deficiency in the south nearly half, Oats
the same.

Worfolk, Wheat four combs instead of five the avea
rage, dry land : ditto wet land, deficiency
full one-third.

Suffolk. Deficient one-third, Oats and barley under

average.
Northamberland, The #2:/ wheat last year, better than the
crop this,—Nothing ever like it—we have

neither quantity nor quality.

RECAPITULATION.

Essex, deficiency - g in 2o
Westmoreland -— 6 2.3ds in 20
Hants — —- 6 2-3ds in 20
Lincoln — — 8 in 2

Berks — — 6 in zo
Oxford - - 6 2-3ds in 20
Kent —_— — 6 in 2o
Notts —— —_— 7 in 20
Derby - — 8 in zo
York s — 10 in 20
Bedford — — 62-3ds in 20
Cambridge s — ¢ 1.half in 20
south Wales — — 11 in 20

c Lejcester
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Leicester - — 7 in 20
Sussex — — 5 in 20
Devon —_ —_ 11 in 2o

Cornwall — — 6 in 20

Scotland — i 9 in 20
I\:.\,'[.;)H; — —_ T-]r.'l!.!- i|1 20

Suffolk —- — 6 2-3ds in 20

Average 2 9 in 20

These were the authorities upon which the

information I gave the Committee was founded,
in which also 1 spoke moderately.

g

‘inding other, and very different accounts cre-
dited, I thought that I might have been deceived
in supposing these particulars applicable to the
whole kingdom, and therefore sent a circular let-
ter to almost every county, with the hope of pro-
curing a more varied intelligence. The following

| e sovar 41
DIC WLl shew tl

Y
wide Wy LLLG

esult : I sent a copy of it to

=t

lord Hawxesegury., Chairman of the Com
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Very near, if

U«, icteMEY .

One-half.

not

quite one. half.

One-third

— e e———

ent, what m:

MISCELLANEOUS CIRCUMSTANCES.

Stock in hand in straw—the fold.yards seem to have as much as

-

common at the season, but difficult to say, as the yield is

All zommons o:q:ﬁ to be

by counties, Much barl ey ¢

£ ]

Potatoes A.uEEum:. taken u f June, and in great

abundance the middle of July |g obbers and dealers incorn a great
nuisance

Stock in hand considerably less than ir 1795, Grant land to the

HL Lilhe

poor for potatoes, in proport

The wheat left in the co

iry,

"

pected fromabroad, will fall consi

| Lol L & 8 L=p ]

tion, Potatoe crop deficient one

(W0

i
h diameter, will produce good

ent one.third, it should be remembered that seed
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Counliet,

Lincolnshire.

Staffordshire,
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MISCELLANEOUS CIRCUMSTANC

the farmer’s consumption are the same ; the deficiency of one.third

ight to market. Ina

of the whole is all taken from the ;:5:5 bre

closing corn fields a great diminution of wheat grown,

= &
Corn.dealers assert there is a sufficient quantity of wheat within

the district of Newcastle, for its own supply : samples now (Feb.),

ymerous ; shewing the corn had been kept back ; far-

uncommonly n

116s. ex 1p that parliamentary discussion would soon

mers refus
make it zos. Much oat.bread used here; deficiency of which uni-
versally admitted. Perhaps itis not yet too late to prohibit any sort

of corn to the food of man being given to horses.—Pre-

H._ﬁJ{_( € Of

Harvest being a month later than common, have to
for eleven. Reduced consumption will serve another month, My

opinion is, that the stock in hand is considerable, ow

-

g to the we

harvest, and that after March it will come out ; but as it will be in

o

fewer hands, nohope of a moderate price. Right to ¢
' * o

Cr prem 1ums
to encourage potatoes, Wrong to Enm.

commons for one year; b
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Sevenin twenty-
W0,

Fromone-third to
one-fourth,

One.-third,

RCUMSTANCES.

t all to be div y for corn from Sicily,
where the
Somethi o
—ecat more ba heet. i

get to maike ible ; thel l 5t 5 -
sistance, | tain the stock in hand is
n ike equal to the proporta f the year unexpired, even ad-
mitting the next should be an early harvest. remiums for potat
one of the best of measures ; and every exertion to eIVe eyes.
Barley an average crop; oats not half, A premium early po-
rhied last
. h rior
the poor have

f
FFull crops

by making beer o

® A

£ circuimsias

MISCELLANEOUS CIR



Cheshire,

Cxlord.

L1

” Folliot.
| Durell,

Person

(

_. One fifth,

MISCELLANEOUS CIRCUMSTANCES

&

A letter, merely to propose a bounty on potatoes.
Stock in hand equal to the average at the season in this neigh-.
I tak

gether somewhat less than the average. Much the prea

hourhood ; but from the yicld at a greater dist

in market ; corn sold four times

of the rise owing
1

in one «

time. Wheat ought not to

sold by sample. The barley crop exceeded an average.
1

From the " barns and stac

-
e

t in the

2riod of the year.

d a very considerable

in hand after M

st

1

A preat deal of kiln-dried

from Lynn to

| bread. There was not wheat in hand last

rvest forone

All the granariesin Lynn v

Il contain from 15 to 20,000 quarters.
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MISCELLANEOUS CIRCUMSTANCES.

nly not an average crop ; not even in Norfolk,

nties, Approves of a premium for largest,

Le

| itatoes I

art of the county.

1d oats heavy crops.

k of ol on han

as well as what was cai

oiled for human food,




Gloucestershire.

Hertford,

Pevsons,

Turner,

Berry.

Saunders,

Pilkington,

Doo,

—— e e —

Deficiency.

One-half.

One-third toone.
half,

Not one.fifth,

A full one-fourth,
but not quite
one-third,

EE—

lic One. half, and in some pl

beneficial, If commons are broke up only y Ereat car

husbandry, &c.—Cultivate the

should bes taken of the course of
wastes,

On the Cotteswold
vales the crop abundant, and quality good.

i1

lefr for seeq

hills ; and quality 100 percent, worse. In the

on the hills. Scarce oats enovg

stained ; much on hand,

3

The common people and millers believe there is no scarcity. Jare

i

ley so black, not fit for bread.
In a letter inserted in the Exeter Evening Post—Stock in hand in

th beyond harvest.

South Devon n:c:mr to last a m

As little, or less on hand at this time, t

I ever remember in

. midd

ne barley that will

o 4

any former year., ‘The remedy

s a wholesome good flour in

not malt, gradually kiln dried, produc

caten flour good bread. The labourers tolerably

y are convinced the h price is caused by the
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| MISCELLANEOUS CIRCUMSTANCEDS.
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Durham, Edwards. One-half in quan. wheat consumed, and all the old stock in some parts of the county.

i and one-| pajer to exempt potatoes from tythe than give a premiuin. Right
{ third in quality.,

to break up commons.
Nothing done strikes at the root of the malady ; corn-factors and

B

Collingwood.
monopolizers ought to be regulated. Corn goes from hand to hand

with 2s. a boll advance by each. Cutting the eyes out of larpe po=
¥ ) g% |

tatoes, andlaying them in a dvy place, is useful ; I cut about twelve

bushels so last year, two months before planting, which was the zoth

§ 1

o # of May—crop as good as from wlole potatoes, and large sets cut just
— : .
before planting.
Stock in hand about one-half consumption, Barley one-. half crop,
I ) f

Barrington, Two-thirds, . :
scarce any left but for seed ; oats three.fourths of a crop, about onc-

third remaining. Potatoes one.half crop. The poor sensible the

_ scarcity arises from the visitation of Providénce. Old wheat sold at

Darlington at 1l. 8s. a bushel ; new 125, to 155,

Hunts,

Tomlinson, ’v.H_:n than one- From which small crop is to be deduted a larger quantity of
third , : _
I = o seed sown than common, from an appreliemsicn that a great pait

1
|
_
|
_
|




Hunts,

Essex,

™

Lo

"y

(A \.n. fa

Durham

Tomlinson,

Thurlow,

Ambrose,

e e

Essex and Suffolk.! Ruggles.
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One quarter,
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MISCELLANEOUS CIRCUMSTANCES.

vould not vegetate : alsomuch lost in harvest., A larger proportion

of wheat on hand than common at the season, ¢ ing to its having

been so wet as to be unfit for the miller ; but it will prove very

unproduftive. Surely it would be right to stop not only the distil-

lery, but also the maltings. 1 know the objections ; but when fa-

mine stares us in the face, &c.

Wheat in hand about one.half the quantity grown ; barley one.-
third ; oats a considerable quantity, Poor feeding on barley flour,
at 1os. a bushel.

Produce 18, average 24. Produce of 380 acres, 855 quarters;

seed at 2L bushels an acre 118 ; disposable 7127 : of which in hand
/) ’ I Jal s

330; consumed 407. Not more barley and oats on hand than
enough for seed, and our horses. All the cottagess’ potatoes cona

sumed, and none reserved for seed, owing to the high price of flour,

r

I have stored 8o bushels for myself and them., The greater part of the

yoor are eating barley bread, but the stock will be soon exhausted,
H o u_  J

Stock of wheat in the growers’ hands about one-fourth,

As much of the last crop remains unsold as in general at this

A Y1 < e ATIC ES.
MISCELLANEOUS CIRCUMSTA
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Counties. Persons. Deficiency. MISCELLANEOUS CIRCUMSTANCES.

wheat will fall in May j30s. (or 40s.) a quarter, Great advantage

Suffolk, Rodwell,
would result from parish committees, under the magistrates, allott-

ing portions of commons and wastes to pocr families ; not to return
to common, but made parochial property, paying quit-rents to the
Lord—a great spur to industry, and attachment to the constitution,

Lodge. I get 360 to 525 bushels per acre of potatoes, and good barley
after them ; common price 3s. a sack ; now gs, Recommends plant-

1

ing potatoes apparently rotten, as

y will vegetate; and using

bl maize mixed with other meals.

Rnd s S e - - s ity .
Dr, Maclean, — T'hat bread is nutritious, in proportion as the flour of which it was

made has been divested of the bran and coarse pollard, admits of

abundant proof: bran and coarse pollard will not keep even pigs in

tolerable condition,

York (W, R.) Radecliffe. = ™ 8 Qat.bread the general consumption ; potatoes not to be had, Wheat

so bad, that it is given to pigs and poultry, not used otherwis

Payne. Near one-half, Stock in hand may be enoug

"
s

h for the country villages till harvest,




York (Hull) E.R.|

Payne,

._u.Zﬂn

Levett,

Py

>
Rodwell.

Near one.half,

More t
third,

One-ha

MISETET T ANTATIE AID AT 1 .
| ViILoUBLLANBEOUS CIRCU N "
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resource, |

stimate; is not much more than half

1 - -
useless waste in planting j

quite sufficient : I han

have as good crops as my u&m”._ C

Average stock of wheat on hand at this season 1
ters ; now just 3000: Hull consumes oo quarter
8 to 10,000 quarters of oats on hand ;

1

hhuman food.

L
of

'sters ; no rye. About half the crop

Holdernesse unthreshed, The
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Peysons,
Rashl

| Giddy.

Barnard,

The people live on

and mu

sent two-fifths

t of corn real, and

w
S

i

aint of potatoe

— ——

The poor eat

In common vear

One. third, mealman mixed ten sacks of flour wi

ur to a baker: the baker demanded more, as

SCELLANEOUS CIRCUMSTA NCES.

grain there 1s certair

ss for want of 1t,

short of the common stock, for us,
e our fisheries, whic been a

d have

. ¥
« Stock of barley nearly exhauste 1and

y as great as ever known at t but allow-
or bad yielding. To save potatoe eyes, of great con.

ce must be fixed for the

y to induce it in towns.

arley bread.  Wheat not much less produétive than

5; but much injured by wet, Barley not half the

Oats d
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.._ | half. Pease three-tourths. Srocle

| esxceed a half.

2F  ww I

1

i.:w,._.,_. The wheat, barley and oats, might all be threshed out by

Persons. _, _ MISCELLANEQUS CIRCUMSTANCES.
\
Hants, Barnard. One.-thiid, | had flour that rose so well, and made so good a sponge, and
_ PORES
_

_
” _ May-Day.
\ M _

Sussex. Sarl of Egremont. A Most important experiments on flour and bread, tending in
| | | . . ~ 2 -
. _ stage to shew the supenority of coarse to fine flour., (See App
! __ | Taking wheat, oats and barley together, the deficiency is not more
|
_ than one-seventh.
|
| Swayne. _ e The poor are eating barley bread ; the best sells at
O [ - .
o “ f bushel. 'The stock of wheat left 1n to appearance
e _ _ | bly larger than at this time of the year in t scat
\ | - Y i 5
. | je@ to the deficiency of the year: w
] agq 1 —
_ _ | rest will be more so. Of oats, there are scarce any
“ food. Plenty of bad barley. Potatoes exceedingly sc:
" - & > . - - P
i pound of rice at Bristol. Against premiums, or attending tc the
. eyes. iinst breaking up commons in proposed.
: S IRy 0 e T l -
Ieicester,Derby, | VVilkes. | One fourth, | Stock in hand last larvest about an C .
Stafford, War- ) .
. =3 | nmnt At Tme and ___ &
- | NSUMption t iryest, and 1l (o]
wick, around | (SO tion, the late he y @

Measham, . | | deficiency,
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Culley.,

Wilson,

Persons,

MISCELLANEOUS CIRCUMSTANCES.

| It s agreed that 40

_ :
delicient, guantity
]

than one-t!

northernc

1; but the corn merchan &ec. might have wheat

»

to the amount of two months con umption,

the

had ; oats and barley, next to non he present ap-

leal short,

of stack.yards, I fear we

yremiums for potatoes

5

nd breaking commons temporarily.

ing-sown wleat best both in quantity ar

quality : barley not

eCtive 1n quantity, but very bad in qu dity.  Oats full one-

| third deficient, taking the county tl rough, Potatoes

urths. Stock of wheat

half. Pease three.

| MISCELLANEC(

had flour that x e 50 well, and made

licat, arley d oat
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Ixamining the deficiency in another light, let
us compare the degree of it with the space of the
counties in which 1t is found ; and here we will
call the corn distri&t 12,000,000 of acres—the
deficiency 6 1-4th.

In Northumberland, Cumberland, Westmore-
land, Lancaster, Durham, and York, there are
in the same account, 8,450,000 acres—the defi-
clency g.

Remains for the rest of the kingdom (to make
up Houghton’s total of 40 millions), 19,z50,000
of acres—the deficiency of the rest, not included
in the other two divisions, is 7 1-6th.

These deficiencies we will call bushels per acre;
not that they are so, but the supposition will give
us the proportion in one sum, for the whole king-

dom thus divided :

12,000,000 at 6 1-4th — 5,000,000
8,450,000 at g —_— 76,050,000
19,550,000 at 7 1-6th -— 140,108,333

40,000,0C0 291,189,333

General average deficienc —
5

Relative to the stock in hand at present, the

information 1s various

Lincoln, As much in straw as common ; but subjeét
to the deficiency in yielding.

Stafford. Sufficient to last

Kent. Something less than half the common stock.

Oyxford. Not quite equal to the quantity usual at
the season,

Norfolk. Accounts contradiftory,

Glov.




Gloucester.

Hertford.
5.".lni\.
Bucks.
Duorham.

Hunts.
Essex.
Devon,
Berks.
Suffolk.
Surrey.

York.

Dorset.
Cornwall,

Hants.

Northumberland.

In six counties, the return favourable,

[ 40 ]

Materially less than common.

Very little threshed on the hills.

Less than ever.

Sufficient till next harvest.

Hope there may be enough till end of July.
From one-half to two-thirds consumed.
Larger quantity than common, but will
prove unproduétive.

As much as common ; but very deficient,
Not half lefe.

Enough to last.

Smaller than usual,

Less than usual,

More than half.

Not so much as the year before.

Less than half.

Enough for villages.

Half,

Not more than half what 1s usual.

Two. filths short of the common stock.
Great as ever known, but subje&t to the
deficiency.

All corn might be threshed by May-day.
We shall fall short a good deal.

Will not exceed half.

In ten, unfavourable.

In five, doubtful.

There

r
- S e

count ravour

. r
are seven counties, of what I call the
reat corn distri® of the kingdom, and the ac-
able only 1n one.

particulars have been procured from so

Jarge a range of country, there appears to me no

e cause of doubt, muc

1 less any reason

for




o

for neglecting such information in favour of a
few local exceptions, which must necessarily ex-
ist, whatever the general result,

I have all the original letters, which may be
consulted by any gentleman who wishes to exm-
mine them. Those of the correspondents frem
whom most of the information was derived a
which the first table is formed, have been alreay
printed in the Annals of Agriculture.

I have very little reason to doubt the accuray
1s as great as can reasonably be expected in suh
objects ; nor have 1 any doubt of the truth inc-
vidually of the accounts, very different from the
which have been brought forward by other ge-
tlemen.—I dare say they are all equally tru
The only doubt that can rationally be entertaine,
1s upon the propriety of extending such cases)
the whole kingdom : this can be done « nly. wit
propriety, when the particulars are so numeros
that the error on one side may probably be cc
rected by counter errors on the other; and in th
respect, these inquiries have béen so extensiy
and the number of counties reported so large, th
I have no great apprchension of a ny material err
affe&ing the general average.

This, instead of lessening the degree of t:
deficiency, rather increases it ; and the only pla
conclusion to be drawn is, that it amounts >

more thana third.

i 4y bR e Pl | gt e ok G 5

[t the accounts I have received in conversatig
S e e Crnflans } 1 |
ICIALIVC :I') '--"‘--!-}{}---—:'-‘!\ E) L‘-Jl'i'x.'-:'L-, [L Ea CCICICT




amounts to half there. The preceding minute 1s

nine 1n twenty.

Wheat which thrives well in the Greek 1slands,
where the heat, as TouvrRNEFoRrRT observes, per-
fetly calcines the earth; and which in Spain,
wiere tain has been known to cease for twenty-
tvo months together, produces some of the
fiest grain in the world, will not bear a wet
sason in England. No year was ever here too
dr for this plant, nor did ever a wet one produce
a'ood crop. Canany one then be surprized at a
vty short produce in such a year as 1999 ? As
faas the season was concerned, the deficiency of
oc-third does not scem proportioned to the in-
subrity of the weather,

In order to bring the deficiency to a given
nmber of quarters, two considerations occur :
tt number of people that consume barley and

os; and the quantity of wheat eaten per head.

CONSUMPTION OF WHEAT.
The very careful and accurate Mr. SmiTH,
ahor of the Three Tralls -on the Corn Trade,
plished forty years ago, estimated the con-
sners 1n England,

Of wheat and rye — 4,638,000

Of barley and oats —— 1,362,000

—

6,000,000

n this period the consumption of wheat, on

caparison with that of oats, &c, must have in-

creased
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tion, let us suppose that two millions are sup-

ported in a common year by lent corn : there
then remain 8,000,000 to feed on wheat.

The same gentleman, from a great variety of
authorities, carefully collected and comparec
found that the consumption of wheat was eig
bushels per head per annum; and that of oats

1".'\'\3[1[}.'4 hree.

To corroborate the estimate of el rlit pbusaels
O wileart, | mas observe that the m: lsfrates in
QAL § R T boacre ] ' - of aétino
suffolk with whom 1 have the honour of a (ing,

upon occasion of the Carcity 1n 1794 and 0, madec

erous and most careful inquirtes through

two parishes of our division, in order to

~
-
I

- 1 > 1
ascertain the gFENEral consum L1011 § and we 1-:.1..&1

IL Dall a stone oI flour pel head per WECK, OI a4

I' 1 11r
e DUSICL L WIIC
vear ; bDut a 1N
St 1I 11
}z'.' )AUCE LQlD. C

| 4

lm, Je me Y
JUSIIECLS PET annmn

Eight millions

(]

many quarters ™ ;

ductions to be made are the import that has taken

[ have no motive for adopting the proportion of 8,000,
as the number of wheat eaters, bur that of w 1shing to 2V 0l
exaggeration ; for I do not believe that there are two millions
who live on barley or oats. I should think one million much

wearer the truth, in common times.




+1sa S8 B e = e ey - TR R 1
L Wi !-‘l ¢ cell 1] ne 1or sone monns

sfances are to be taken 1nfc

x 1 - i - L .
1 &) rsons do not 1 .
- d
$1va Fawrvin ap S E ) e
ti1e 1arms arlx \L.‘\ lnt.|‘.'_';‘ -
J o2 |



1
y — ki - - - p i ) - =i A =
= " — - y o 3 E - W j 2 - . el >
" % e ~ d 4 = i > [ LI A . : — i )
J ] - A i ~oo - = ord = T3 " n - - - i 5 N = J =
= — di 3 - J 4L | et —— . Lt ] —— - =y — =
- - - ¥ ' - J 3 il ot F =
p— 1 " e ] s [} J u p—t . . - 3 n . 3B - >
— 4 —_— " - = - LA —_— 7 ... Y N - P 4 : - e <
L — el Lt = gy - e . 1) oy J — — J 1 g — AL
- - =T —t —_ o - prd p— - — ' - A ) (=" —— ca 4 . = 1 - po—
<1 o o~ E{ £ = AN ] 2 = J 4 - ¥ ol . " e —
x - = = -~ = - — > - - e 4 ; 5
- ) - - — - e T - - — - — - 3 —_— - - - - = = W .



[ 45 ]

g )£ 1 et o~ = | =
1ere 1s something so grossiy absurd 1n such an

-
i &

idea, that it has been with utter amazement I
have heard and read it. It extends further still,
for with an average consumption in hand, the
people have been put to short allowance for four
months at the end of February, by the high price
which has prevailed during all that period. Con-
sider what this :-1;1'»"1113' amounts ta‘)-——ii', as I calcu-
late, that reduflion is from eight bushels to seven
per annum, it equals 333,333 quarters : we have
imported 220,000 ; consequently, with a crop
and stock at setting out equal to twelve months
supply, we have in addition 550,000 quarters on
the 1st of March, and yet wheat 1s above gl. a

quarter ! !

! And this supposition, which has the
invention of poetry, is believed by thousands
who might reasonably be contented with prose.
Another circumstance brought in aid of the
same erroneous reasoning, 1s that of threshing :
it 1s contended that the farmers are but just be-
oinning to thresh wheat, which it is well known
is spring and summer work. No arguments are
so apt to deceive as those which have some truth
to support them : there i1s a certain degree of
truth 1n this assertion, for that many great far-
mers do keep their wheat stacks till summer, 1s

i 1 1 4 1 - o |
well known ; but who in general are they ?—
U T sl Foer 15 i c . Hreld

1 hose who live 1n the viCinity or great cities,

where there 1s a regular demand for straw 1n sum-

IMEr 25 WELL a5 10 WINLEr ; or 1tngse wilo are ricn

enough
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Vill it bear exa

enough to speculate In pl"ss:c. 3
mination with others who, wanting such a market,
or such ability, give it to cattle ? which every

1

one knows to be the case with numbers in great

1T 10 4 ' rpey B - A ]
corn countries, not 1n the ne lF_‘)..'I‘:HLLlf‘.'IJI.,'u 01 such
marxets.  L.et those who use such arguments go

+ =11 - ] s anlas ard v xrr v 1
H VOTITOLK Or INOrthumili -."..;_;1r_1, and see what 15
done withh straw 1n thost counties, and vet not

deficient in great towns. Gentlemen, to draw
1 Rpe - f Exp it = PRaAy el =
their ideas from London, Bath, and Bristol, or a

GISLIICL O VCIY grcal Iarms 1n uch VICINITIES, and

L e I s i - il gl B )
SUppose that what there tages place is to be men-
{ioned as genecrally prevalent, maust IEcelve
o - 7 [l PR sy o M L e S s
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vIICH It has every where vielded throuehout this
winter; a price not to be expefted in summer,

Wwhnen So nany horses go out to grass {L’CL'I.'-.iII!.‘y'

1 e . e >
ntns consumpiion are 2,000,000

ik F e : o : S Y 1~
(lt_}"‘.llk.'::-; SUCn an cnormous Lj'.l.l[‘l[ll_‘- [0 De on

hand 1n harvest, beyond the stock which must
on for the mere routine

of
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10)] the SUpply would occasion the commodity to

i B

cets, and to depress the price
to an incalculable degree; instead of that, the
price was constantly rising through autumn,
the majority of the farmers, a very

> : : 1563 i ORI | e SN I
majority being little ones, were hurrying

y e il ey e e Sy e s
corn to market atter tnc E.'L.LLLIl'.'.gL! season t

L . I | 1 S
he South, with which the harvest opened.
) i
t 1 | 1 1 ] I I 11 !
LiC wi0o LCravels as I1mucil as: L1 1 [ 1§ 2
: “rine:3 1 e i i Coes :
and still do, knows perfeétly well, that for one

distri& where old wheat stacks abound in har-

vest, there are ten where you will look in vain

for more than a few solitary ones in the hands

- ava aad e 2 IS e ) el | EFPELES iy I
of here and there a great farmer. And as to the
< | gl i 1 - L |
specuiations of milicrs and mealmen, consider
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the amoui [ the 1nducement, which 1S always
marked by the price ; wheat, upon the average ot
England, 8s. a Winche bushel 1n June ;
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rising 11 july, 4illd gs. Id. 1IN .\.l'. _lL,.';t""' VY ere
thesc 1-:LL_\ s I'or ecneral _*.i!u._h::\.'.“'ﬂ aome mieht

speculate 1in Aucust, but what is that, when the

[

amount 1s so enormous 'Lljl("'!‘-. WHICH 20NV arguincit

-
-
]
-
ey
-
(o
=
-
—
=
—

can be built? It 1s not every




May
‘:‘: 1€

L

.
corn for the year f
Ensland
England.
— 6 o
— L Il -
S
== 5 © -
— { 2 —
g g {_n’ 3 b,
P — r ; —
— 6 8
) 'l’ =
— ™ | _
- A % )
- ~ 1 -
7
- ;‘,p 3 —
= 1
vhich shews how
ire, and ought,
to sweep awa
a conviction uj
i
* It | - - v
werned by no suc

1! 70 Ol ITIO
g1 e at 65
A fact
1
a 115, |
y '
1 ] l'
L1 L - vl
{ ¢, —1J0 ¢t

T
€L ITC
3 .

ter,

8

L

e
Wi

-~

LR

~
o
(%]

1
Li]
[1 51111
T o
]
D ClE

1
il
Ll
T
L ¥
[ S
) |
- |
S

4
i >
3
1 1=
"
o
Hat
Lildil
1
I n
1 N




[ 30]

want to be told that the farms of England

o

upon the whole small? or do they suppose that

arc

the size of them in Wiltshire and Dorset 1s a re-
presentation of the whole? or can they want to
be informed that little farmers carry their corn
early to market ?

But I desire to make another use of this table,
and I conceive it a very material one to refute
completely, were there no other evidence, the
idea of two millions of quarters remaining on
hand last harvest, or any thing like i1t. The
average of the year 1s just 10s. a quarter higher
than the average price of twelve years. There
were no committees, no alarm, to do this; it
formed itself quietly between demand and supply ;

and let me ask these gentlemen, if after such a
price, it 1s conceivable that a great stock in hand
should remain ?

Let it be remembered, that the wheat in the
South was in general well got in, by all who made
use of the three fine weeks which came at that
season : 1n this point, a great variety of infor-
mation agrees, and every person’s recollection
must be fresh. he influence of this season ex-
tended even into Shropshire, as appears by the let-
ter of Mr. HErr1Es. This circumstance, with the
stock in hand of old wheat, whether it amounted
to a month or to six weeks consumption, and
the mmport of 220,000 quarters, 1s fully suffi-

cient to account for what we were eating through

1
theg

*
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part of the kingdom, 1t 1s known that such spe-
culations were not, nor could be made.
Whatever is urged, which tends to throw the
scarcity and price upon any other cause than the
seasons operating upon a cultivation on the one
hand not sufficiently encouraged, and on the
other, upon a population rapidly increasing, must
have the mischievous effe¢t of giving a wrong di-
rection to the public attention. What 1s it that
we do not hear of monopolizing, jobbing, and
sample selling ? Consider that these practices have
not sprung up with the evil; but if they have
existence atall, have existed for these thirty years :
they were complained of in 1772, &c. as much
as they can be at present. But I wish to know
what they were doing from 1796 to 1799. The

price of wheat 1n 1797 was 6s. 7d.: in 1798 it

was 6s. 23d.; and for the four first months of

1799 the same. If these evil practices have such
power, why was 1t not exerted in that period?
The inclination and the capital existed ; yet no-
thing of the sort happened; but let the seasons
affe¢t the crop, and every one knows the quan-
tity will lessen ; then prices rise; and while the
plainest of principles, that of price, being com-
bined of gquantity and demand, are operating, the

evil 1s felt ; and people who know little, observe
superficially, and think lightly, will attribute 1t to

e AVITVE O e g o B o5 ey ] PR yopi an
some cause connected with popular clamour, and

rail at a war, a miller, or a jobber—attendin




any thing rather than the real cause. They will
dwell on evils that regulation can remedy, and
 the , :

then every talker has his nostrum.
| The experience of centuries may tell us, that

the price of corn will not rise in exact propor-

0n 1
tton to the deficiency ; indeed it is impossible it
should ; because it is some time before the ratio
T of a deficiency is known ; and every man able to
keep his corn, will speculate on the probable rise :
it is upon the whole fortunate they do, for many
5 minds take many seasons for selling, and thus all
¥ are supplied. I believe 1n general, that as much
is lost as gained by these speculations ; in other

words, that they” are as much for the benefit of
""" the consumer as of the farmer or the miller.

But suppose corn in autumn and winter is
cheaper than it ought to be, from little and poor
farmers carrying too much to market, the con-
sumption of the people will be in some measure
proportioned to the price, and they will be eating
more than the crop allows. Now I ask, whether
it is not in such a case much to be desired, that
jobbers, or millers, or monopolizers, should take
advantage of the price, and lay in great stocks ?
For what is the effe&? They take from the
market when there is plenty, and they bring 70
the market when there is scarcity ; thereby equa-
hzing both price and consumption.

As to selling by sample, there could be no
regulation that would not do mischief: a farmer

G 2 lives
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lives within a mile ofa mill, and ten from market 3

if he 1s forced to carry his wheat ten miles,
and the miller to take it ten back again to his
mill, is this an operation that will make the flour
cheap? Allow exceptions, and your law would
be like so many others, nugatory.

I am anxious to do an ay these CITOrs, because
1 conceive them to be most mischievous ones.

In the first place, they tend to blow up the
into sedition and riot, for which Ul\‘ju.L
nothing can be so well calcuiated as to 1Mpress

any 1dea of the price being enormous vithout

sldal it . b -_\.1 next, l_l\{'\\ il L!.“-i5 1I oiten 1L!".dlk'r\!.‘
have another tendency scarcely less pernicious,

that of influencing the minds of legislators and

ministers, 1o Consiael i»; wihatl POI1CY Causes 01

the evil may be removed, that have liftle or no

e N e bk e e L
existence. it 1s turning that attention to jobobers,
and monopolizers, and speculators, that should

" iy i T
be eoiven to wastes and production—to ameliorat-

N e o o e e S . - Taxy v 1 e
1INg the conditlon oi 11€ 1&{.'-'\.—'{-1'-”(—', I-:l.)L)l DYy Imcans
o) ~ o

OGF LAND; and to embDracine a wIser system 1n

various practical points, far enough removed from

i
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done, DOih 1n and out Of parliament, on the au-
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thonity of one or two districts, 1nrst that the
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deficiency was only a fourth, and next that the

stock 1in hand more than covered it, nay, almost
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neéted with such assertions) of stacks here and
[.'k}.\" T. l\|k , t‘l L‘Ejl, I 11 tl c l'lﬂL;l[ll (){ Il
immense profits made by men (‘:1" a certain de-

scription, who had been great purchasers—What

was all this, but directly to tell the people,

<« wou are deceived and cheated by monopolisis and

sl aaee o Avmar Teen S A o PR PRI e Lot i o ey
pILLLETS 5 YOI @re Payii ; ail UHisl P €3 4 price not
7

1Pe resitil "{f Seasons, or deficteicy, Our of rReeping Dack

]

A =y e S A S !
IRl corit W /:{P“f.]‘ o nowe lo e in f'rf't MArKel, —

[.anguage could scarcely devise a surer means of
inflaming the people to madness, and pointing
their enmity to a set of men against whom they
are ready enough of themselves to harbour an 1ll-
will : is 1t conceivable that the very men who
have been forward in such representations, are
those who accuse my evidence to the Commuittee,
as tending dire¢tly to kindle a general mutiny !—
\Y|

1.'[_ 1‘!1: L'll?:

1
L

erence of our l.l!]i_"',ULL',J"C—I‘;'lt:”]'..‘ 1]'.15

‘J’_", [1_’ 1e f,"'r,f;'.',";u'r'l Fi E:J cat ;.-'f;n” !1'.{!_-’1." the sftock in

i cad & - -y N ’ 4 oy v gy e wany “may
band small y @ Very pign price the necessary conse=

quence—the evil is from God. Patience and sub-
mission the only conclusion.—What has their’s
% - - T » ] A L . . WA
been? Noj he deficiency was smally the stock in
{.R "l gredat ¢ 1LRere ."\ P FELY "-'f corit, but ibey u '.-".-';.-'; ot
/ . 3 'l i3ld hawre rranAdars r .
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1 1 ] 1
such was the language, had the enraged populace
e | ] e . I' (nr hanl :
proceecaed 1O VIOICNCE ! Yt (no thanks 1o these
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consequence ; and trusting to the wisdom of par-

hhament, and the benevolence unversally expand-
ing through the country, remained quiet and un-
t'-;z';.'iu?iinﬁ'.

Such 1s the estimate which I cannot but form
on the idea of there being three months consump-
tion more than there must always be, on hand
last harvest : what, therefore, am I to say to the
so much more extraordinary assertion, that there
was 1n all six months consumption in hand
that time¥* ?

The deficiency seems well ascertained-. The
stock 1n hand at harvest can now only be esti-
nated by the price.

A late harvest 1s another point which should
in all safety be left quite out of the question,
because it depends on that which is to come
the next harvest may be as late as the last ; we

know before-hand, by the time of sowing, that it

f there was left of the old stock at harvest only
enough for three months (and I say there was double the
guanuty), where is the cause for alarm ?? Lerzer of Mr.
4 homas Davis—Very great cause of alarm; for the price
would have been so low, that cultivation would be discou-
raged, Six months surplus, afier a year, the price of which
had been 10s. a quarter beyond the average, notwithstanding
tic import of near half a million of quarters, is a position
which, on more consideration, I should suppose this gentle.
man (a very able and ingenious one) would not persist in.

¢ It seems now to be very generally agreed, that the
deficiency amounted to one-third,”’ — Tk Speaker’s Speech,
March 6, 1800,
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must in all probability be late, as nothing but
an uncommonly fine summer can bring on the
late-sown wheats, which were caught by the frosts
as soon as they came up so well as to cause an
carly ripening. To calculate circumstances so
absolutely contingent on the seasons, is equally
uncertain and unsafe; for there is no security
but in being provided for the worst. Yet have
| seen calculations which boldly pronounce that

we want only nine months consumption to

v

supplied by the last crop. Such assertions seem

to me to be at least very rash : for what is it. but
- 2

iyl : iy B RS ORI R S I e
asserting that the Legislature may safely over-
& ¢ )

look three months consumption: that is

J SRR LS SRS D cLOIp L s L i 13 1 ¥
two millions of quarters! by supposing either
that the stock 1n hand amounted to that enor-
mous quantity at the end of last harvest up
L1 II._J.1...|._\ = Lild Cill Ul leol Bl V5L : L] 3=
posing the harvest had ended at : €
seriod). or. that such vast sunnlies are +n der
period ), or, 140 SUC vast supplies are to dej

1 ~-3a 4 = ~ 1 - R -, 2 - ¥

on tne gratuitous expectation of an early harvest

this year, while we have every reason to exp

.-'-._._ -l.
I
1ALE One !
QUANTITI CA L I )
-
It we are a fortnicht forwarder this yvear than
® Y Tr - | l- | ] ] 4 -
we were the last, 1t will dedudt 201,600 quarters
. | e | s R =2 et
at the 1cui1tui consun PLion, Wilcn 1t 1S necessary

to admit and explain.

A quarter per head h been stated as the

common average quart 1ty eaten DEr annum ; but
i e S 1 o - mf el s . 1 1
WIlEn \\lh.lt 15 50O dear as it nas lr-u'i.l LT i tiic




months of November, December and January,

we are not to suppose a consumption in that ratio.
We cannot fairly calculate on more than the pro-
portion of seven bushels; this is seven pecks a
head for threc months, or 1,750,000 quarters.
To this we are to add 220,000 quarters already
1l

imported. The account will stand thus :

Ouarters,

A year’s common consumption - - 8,000,000
Deficiency of crop, 1-third 2,666,666
Consumed in Nov, Dec, and Jan, 1,750,000

—_— 4,416,666

4 QA =

3,683,334

Import — — 220,000

Stock in hand Feb. st - 3,803,334
But nine months consumption, at 7 bushels

1 3 ¢ y oA -~

1 s b E \,-‘jyu-..‘o
a head, 138 — — J

Deduct —_ —- 3,803,334

Deficiency to be provided for — — 1,446,666

1f the next harvest is a fortnight 1
earlier than the last, it will de- 291,666
duft — - :
Expefted import, as stated by Lord 1 _
S| j 446,666
Hawkesbury —— —_
Stale bread, estimated at a fort-
o f l 2]8,:.-‘.1_:)

1'1]5"'_1:'5 reduced cunsumptiun

lj;;é,cf‘-‘fx

Still remains unptovidcd for — — 490,585

This table proves that a very small reduftion
of the ceneral consumption is far more eifective

-

than all other measures put together; and 1t
| = 2

likewise shews the extreme difficulty of effecting
it :
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it : a deficiency of only 500,000 quarters in the
year, seems not to be very formidable, when all
sorts of substitutes are considered ; barley, oa
potatoes, rice, soup, and many other articles, have
been resorted to with an eagerness on one hand
and a liberality on the other, beyond example

yet with all these exertions, the price has been
enormous, so great as to force wheat to market
earlier than common, by many farmers ; aided

! i
L1

by the immense price of straw, which must be

i

threshed out, for that price, in winter, while the

demand for it is oreater by far than in summer, as

PR B S e R e e el e R s
UC Tarmers well a..Ll\_'.l'.'.., and feif It to be el I LG =
mium for threshing. Yet with so strong a mo-

price of grain and straw,
|

with substitutes for wheat forcing in every part
= P e (LS cr a4l : v i e e = =
ot the kingdom, with a consumption reduced in

&

the ratio or a million of quarters, and with a

1 I iy =t i | & s . r .

¢ import, still, 1n spite of every thine. the
price has risen steaduly and gradually: is this con-
i 'II] "';T: 111 x| STren 1sr 1 1 i = ] » I
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it within the bounds of possibility to have thus

o
-
C

|
8 B

£ Seamem e ~ il
1ourtn, covered by a STOCK 1n l.‘_"_'-_i,_E of aftourth

L),

I ot 2 , TN s v = N L
AU 1 (rue, that at the present moment we are
iy - 1 e
i 11 ti the deh 1 11 et e o SO - . Tl
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be taken to recduce it, and to such a ree as to
make them cautious another time how they
'1,'h\il».L’-_l 1LD'.[ RINY 2 INtO activli the dormant

by proving to all that relief may

fore the next crop can be in the

When I was summoned to

mittee of the House of Commons, 1 had ap-
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just ; for no such event has been the result ; the
rise has been gradual from June.

These prices are so enormous, 30 much beyond
the ratio of the deficiency, that a question natu-
rally arises on the subject, how far the prices of a
necessary of life can rise : And what are the cir-
cumstances that may limit it ? Price being formed
by Comprtitinn to possess, it may rise wiile com-
petition continues, and to any height.  1f the rich

) -

feed the poor, which is very much the case at
present, the price is no longer bounded by the
faculties of the poor, for the wealth of the whole
kingdom comes into competition for food : a
long as such demand continues, price may T15€.—
And this has been the case for the last five
months. Had the poor in many of the counties
been left without this support and assistance of
the rich, they must have perished for want of
food, till numbers had lessened to the proportion
of the supply. But the prices have arisen high

Iiid '

f?l(.iLICLI:I to (1] Ive the people to Oother 100d, WIICIh
lessening the competition for wheat, the price

sunk, or rather looked downwards, the second week

in March®*. It was improbable it should do

i
the

ULLICA~

% This fall of price was, however, more an objeft of con-

versation than fact: it might more properly be said to cease

10 rise,
Fheat, Barley. Oais.
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other articles of food the consumption of wheat 13
reduced 1n a greater proportion than such defett
in the produce, the price will be regulated, not to
the crop, but undoubtedly by the consumption
a‘.OI".f_'.

But under the case of so very deficient a crop of

1 - o b - S 1 | I~ o =
both wheat and oats; of barley below the aver-
ace, and one-third of that worse than szained ;

™

with a great demand for every t':;-in'_'; in the Nort

ey

L
and in Scotland ; it would be great imprudence,
from any fall in price likely to be experi-
enced, to be tempted into any relaxation in the
measures that have been in contemplation for
giving ease to the people. Vibraticns in price

may be looked for ; but there 1s not any reason to

expe&t, even with the assistance of a forced 1m-
port: tion*, that the exertions of the Legislature
will be unnecessary. Those exertions should be
without remission, and gradually (as the pressure

of the present moment lessens) take perhaps a

- 1 [ - i
1110T1¢ 11‘-.1}1;11‘*::’..‘:{ direction 1n those permanent

hall give the kingdom 1n {future

# Averace of wheat and flour imported from the North of

Furove for twelve years, and from the States of America

Qrarierse
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Wheat and flour from the North of Europe | o .
: - fied
for twelve ye IS, } aANTN. e o J i

Lxrealest « l \T: ] One r - m 3-—. v. 231

Averao t 1 floar from wrth Ame- ] -

Ene [ 27,525°§
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4 11 more reonlar nrice ~F ¢4 -
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L
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are 1n common largely planted 1n

up 1n July (according to the demand), and the

LNl ),
found 1n Lincolnshire. If thev
he more are left to perfect their
f_\_j‘i \.I‘} 1.J'I"..1'._ i.'l IIIIE\II‘E!IL JdUTUIITNI. ’1IJ1_
the husbandry recommended is not a novelty ; it
1s merely the extension of a practice c n:
these early products amount to about | 1 C :
that 1s, from 1:z0 to 200 bushels an acre. If it is
1',';1_"r.-."l'.'t5 that this ¢ ulture better s,
it 1s forgotten that they form the fallow, or prepa-
ration for corn; that the land, if not planted,
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tion, W& nhave oniy to open our eyes, and see

1 rartr ctroat v | S a2 xy L
throus 11 every street ot tni1s L,‘;L_:I City, e Jsells
crarr where throawn aurass with fhe parinoe - } .
every where thrown away with the parings ; thesc
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are to the whole root nearly as 8 to zo;
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P L O cuiture, a 1n fields 10 Propel
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prepared, or planted with a heavy furrow turned

on ced, it may probably be found that large
cuttings are superior 3 and if 1n scooping out the
cyes, too small a tool 1s used, so as to take little
morte than the skin, the embryo plant may want
the nourishment 1t derives for some time from
the mother sett. But let 1t be considered, that at

=iy | i

a moment like the present, when every exertion

ought to be made to increase the sustenance of

by all possible efforts, an inferior crop

of potatoes 1s an object of no inconsiderable con-
rt fi

or pro-

1 1 -~ i .

SCQUENnCe ; and thnat a saving or tnis sort
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tion than is lkely to take place without such
motives. And if four or five thousand pounds,
given to the greatest quantities, were only to
secure some hundreds of acres more of so useful
a root, the public money would be wisely and
prudently dispensed.

It would turn the attention of every one to sav-
ing seed with the utmost care: this is not done;
and therefore we have a plain proof that a high
price is not sufficient encouragement to emlarge produc-
tion beyond a certain scale, and therefore one of
these wise principles falls to the ground. Pota-
toes throughout the kingdom are at so high a
price, that many a person in weak circumstances
will be tempted to sell, and reserve less than com-
mon for seed ; and many will be deterred from
buying. The obj=& is extremely important ;
because they might be so largely extended as to
support half the people of England for a month ;
and they would be ready to eat, if wanted, full
two months before the wheat will be in the
bakers’ shops. Such was the proposal, but
Apam Smite prevailed : political principles
were thought more nourishing.

As to the effet which would have been pro-
duced, we have nearly a case in point : in the
scarcity of 1795, a Member of the Board of Agri-
culture proposed a premium of 1000l. for the
largest breadth planted on land which had not
yielded them before, to ¢xclude the great Es-
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sex plantations. It occasioned much conver-

sation, and got into the newspapers, as 1f actually
offered. The Board received some letters, and
I had private ones from various persons, inquir-
ing nto the terms, and stating that the writers
were making great exertions to become candidates.
A premium of 1oool. 1s a new case; none such
was ever offered, and therefore no one can say
that it would not have had much effet. And sup-
posing a large quantity was drawn from the
market at present to save for seed, the benefit would
much exceed the evil ; for if the scarcity conti-
nues and 1ncreases, every pound so drawn from
th emarkets would produce ten before harvest, or
twenty after : at all events, no evil could ensue.
Another measure which would have proved
absolutely effective, was to prohibit feeding
horses kept for pleasure, on oats. If 500,000
such horses are thus fed at present, and eat one
bushel a week, they consume 1n nine months
18,000,000 of bushels ; or enough at 2 5 bushels
each person per annum, to support a million of
people during that period, or four millions of
people for nine weeks : such a resource is equal
to the urgency of the moment. Whatever
unpleasant circumstances might result from
such a measure, what can be the consequence
or the amount, when compared with the evils of
such a price of wheat as gl. per quarter? And
what reasons can be offered against 1t, when con-

sidered
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sidered as a proof to convince the people that
their rulers will submit to any inconveniencies, in
order to afford them every relief that can be de-
I\Uliimﬂ 1S SO simple as the mode of ma-

Vi
n-ufEu.u.n ing the oaten cakes (the girdle-bread) of
Westmoreland, &c. which the reader may find in
the Report for that county, by Mr. CvLLEY.

Other measures that have been proposed 1n
parliament, will have a good effe unquestionably ;
but calculate the amount, and compare 1t with this
~—the extent of their operation is doubtful : there
can be little doubt of the extent of this. It is an
effective and powerful measure, and therefore
proper for such an exigency.

The farming bailiff 1 sent to the Duke of
LiaxcourT ten years ago, is now in London,
having left France but a fortnight, and has given
me many accounts of French husbandry ; one
circumstance of which deserves notice—that every
scrap of waste and negleéted land is converted
into little possessions by the poor, and cultivated
most assiduously ; much by means of potatoes. 1
have drawn, at the request of a Member of the Board
of Agriculture, the skeleton of ana& for rendering
assistance of this sort to the poor permanent, which
I believe would raise thousands of families from a
state of poverty, and dependance on rates, to a
situation of ease and comfort ; equally beneficial
to landlords, farmers, and themselves

And here it well deserves attention 1, that on the
estates of the Karl of Wixcuirsea and Sir

I 2 CeciL
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Cecir WrAy, in Rutland and Lincoln shires,
the benefit of the labourers having gardens and
grass for one or two cows, has been prodigious :
the Earl informs me, that of seventy about Burley,
only two widows have applied on occasion of the
present scarcity, for parochial relief; all at their
ease. It i1s the same with SirCecir. Whata
powerful motive for extending wherever possible,
so admirable a system !

As to the measure of breaking up commons
by parish officers, for one year, there are so many
objeftions to it, that 1 take for granted 1t will
either be so much altered in the House as to be-
come a very different measure; or, that lords
of rhanors will every where put a negative on
it : as much time may probably be employed
upon such a proposition, as would mature a
plan for dividing the commons in such a
manner as to become a permanent blessing to
the poor. On some soils, and in some climates,
such would cover themselves again with white
clover and grass ; but in general, they would be-
come a bed of thistles, to the annoyance of all
the surrounding country. The culture would be
neglected till every ‘man’s private business was
finished—the produce would be trifling, and the
result an evil. At present, they are a great re-
source that may be applied to admirable purposes;
better remain so. than, for the sake of one crop,

to convert them into fields of desolation.

But

=~




[ 71 ]

But let me basten from temporary measures to
others of a permanent nature, to secure a more
regular price of wheat.

The high price at present I consider as entirely
arising from the seasons; but as a deficiency in
the crop, of 33 per cent. ought not to be attended
with a rise of 100 per cent. some measures ought
to be adopted, difficult as they may be, to prevent
an inequality so oppressive to the poor.

1. Ascertain the prices of corn,

2. A general inclosure.

Give land to cottagers.
Parochial assistance in food to be in rice, &c.
Number the people.

Register the acres of wheat and rye sown.

H (_:\f'l-{'-';f.)J

he first obje& is to ascertain prices with more
precision.

‘The corp returns at present are in every degree
inadequate. Blanks, by reason of no returns,
are numerous; from some places the same
prices have generally been transmitted ; from
others, grossly misrepresented. While there re-
mains so much uncertainty at the fountain of
all regulations (including that of the assize of
bread), it is impossible to alter or amend them but
in the dark. That bakers should be under an as-
size, and millers and mealmen under none, is a
gross absurdity long seen and felt, but not easily
remedied while the price of wheat isunascertained.
What I would propose is, that the magistrates,
when
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when met at the quarter-sessions, should make

the return (signed individually by all present),

~ . - - . cerif
of what has been the price of every sort of grain
reould

for the preceding three months. To discover the ege
price of every market-day, is almost impossible ; but g
there is no country justice who is not acquainted
perhaps personally with the price for the last quar- ) -
ter. This would come very near the truth indeed ; I
and as to the inconvenience of the price of one

quarter being taken as a guide for another quarter,

it does not appear that the evil would exceed Ij"

1€

s L A Tl

the benefit ; they would balance each other. If 100
the price from Midsummer to Michaelmas in 2
some years would set it too high or too low for , el
. |

the period from Michaelmas to Christmas, the st

contrary mieht take
-} Lo}

1

place in the two succeeding

quarters. For instance, in the present moment, the 19
the price of last summer would have been too low The 4
for the quarter from Michaelmas to Christmas ;
but that from Christmas to Iady-day, regul _;tul out 11

by the price from Michaelmas to Christmas, fegs, ¢

would have restored the balance; and so it would 0 204

generally be found. The inconvenience would aan |

be sma 11, compa red with the bene IJ!;J', and as to mneasy

all the race of wealthy millers and mealmen, who thinces

keep large stocks on hand, it would come much solte
1

nearer the truth than by any other way u‘h:lrc‘\';-r, the by

X : - I o .
for such men do notin the quarter sell the meal all g
of that quarter, but mtch of the preceding one. the ¢

ome of the corn consumed between Michaelmas

and Christmas (1n some years a large portion, where

1

=
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the farms are large), i1s always bought beétween
Midsummer and Michaelmas.

When the price of wheat was thus correctly
ascertained, there would be a fair basis for any
regulations which the wisdom of the Legislature
might think proper to lay upon millers and
mealmen.

The next article I shall name, is a-very im-

portant one,

A GENERAL INCLOSURE.

To name it is sufficient. It has long been
looked for by the whole kingdom with eager
anxiety ; nor has one powerful or sufficient reason
been offered against it. The measure has been
san¢tioned by one House of Parliament; and
might certainly be so arranged as to obviate all

L : _— ; g
the smaller objetions that have been made to it.

1 - 1 1
 BS "

The former scarcity brought forward the pro-
posal : surely the present one will not pass with-
out maturing it! To state that the expence by
fees, of the officers of the two Houses, amounts
to 209l. (per parish, however many there may be
in an at), 1s alone sufficient to shew that the
measure ought to pass; but this is in many in-
stances the smallest object. To maintain and pay
solicitors and witnesses at London, waiting for
the business and forms of the two Houses, fight-
ing 1n litigious and interested contests, run up
the expences enormously ; render it utterly im-

R4
™ ci1hvla
F\_‘E_.EL,),-...
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possible to come to parliament for small inclo-
sures, and are a very heavy impediment to large
ones.

But there is another circumstance deserving the
greatest attention at the present moment, be-
cause it goes to the question of a scarcity of
corn. Thegreat profit by inclosing, is upon those
soils which are convertible to grass. Upon dry
land well adapted to corn, the benefit is far infe-
rior, and the consequence is, that immense tracts
of this sort of land remain open and waste, while
the heavy rich deep soils that have been constantly
yielding wheat under a low rent, are inclosed and
converted to grazing land under double or treble
that rent ; such soils, where the parishes are large,
will bear any expence, and these have been thus
taken from corn that is the food of the poor, and
thrown to bullocks to feed the rich.

I am not so absurd as to reason against these
measures : they are wise and necessary, and the
prosperity of the kingdom has been the result;
but it 1s a most powerful motive for removing
every impediment from the inclosure, and conse-
quent culture under corn, of all dry and poorer
wastes, upon which the profit 15 so much less,
as not to induce an equal desire to encounter
those heavy expences which press at present upon
such alts of parliament.

From these circumstances I draw the conclu-

\
sion, that while the people are rapidly increasing,

and the culture of wheat not advancing in a si-
milar
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1] * by

Small inel. s

{0 Jarpe nular proportion, scarcity must be often at our

doors. I conceive it to be a gross contradiction,

C i L Salenl o !r "t wh At

for a man to admit, as some do with whom ] have
o | S TR e S =

ff]C‘IH. L-'r" {-’J'-l".'i‘l:i_l.l; l.ll.:l. tie (_Ll.!llllg '\Ji W il\.tlt Ii.l.‘_- Nnot .'LL].--

SCarcity of vanced, and at the same time to contend, that

3 1 .
so untoward a season as the last should not oc-

casion a great, real and unquestioned scarcity.
combination forms a very critical and dan-
gerous situation, highly deserving the attention

R S s
Qf Lhe .__.tc-'in..lll_l,L.

g o The 1mmense wealth of the Kingdom has cre-
2 lrl ated so enlarged a demand for the produéts of
i grass, that with all the measures of inclosure, and
S all our improvements, the supply has not been
Loy adequate. That demand rivals the lower classes
§ who feed on corn : they must be brought to har-
o e monize, orthe evil can never be radically cured.
Combine the various circumstances I have
nst these

St e Bl e R i 1
touched on in diiferent parts ol these papers, such

as the :__-‘I.\,.-.L increase ot IJ&_J-:]U_-_.[I*.]H, II]L' lh:-uu‘_’j].;u‘.
,‘._ o o ¢ = e e i - ~ .
4 increase of horses in the last 30 or 40 vears, the
TEN Wi or . r]_\ = ‘- =1 S 4 F\
> decline in the use of oxen 1n husbandry, the cul-
" e 1 e - 1
ture of wieat not sufficiently advancine, the vast

1 Poc fract ".‘|,‘|, ]1 ot race t ;,.“:1, A
1 ITACLS O 1andc alc aogwn to :___31._.' Dy 8] _".l»\l.LlL ka].

uch less A e s S e e e "y
i ) the demand 1or the products ol pasturage, with

ACOUNRET several other circumstaces of less importance ; and
an ARON Sy Z = 3 v E . -y -

ant upon it will appear that no one can reasonablv be sur-
prized that an unfavourable season should have

er 3e . e
2 conciy very distressing effects.

\Creasingy One of my correspondents (Mr. RucGLes),
ood el cAYD e ot #hea WAL - —y - Yo e .
o In 4 St says, ¢ let the Minister bring his herculean mind
- A b '
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efs, and difliculties will wvanish. And Su

CuarrEs MIDDLETON, Whose knowledge of

agriculturc 15 famous, says, and most justly, mna
1 AR Aty b ORI SISt O o ooy [
letter to ¢ President of the Board o Agricuiiulc,

¢¢ As lono as land 1s rendered unprodauctive, anc

tied up for want of a pencral inclosure bill, we
C ":1] 1y no Icd onable groung to Ccol lain ol
scarcity.

It is supposed that three millions of persons are

i Xk PRy [ 5 Y = | =1 =
in the agriculture of England, on about

ms of waste res
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would feed 2,222,000 ; but démand O cultivat
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doubtless be a very considerabic €x<Css su
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ent to cut o1l tlc . nit necessity oL 11 reation,
and LfnP.LxL fthe means ol t 1n-

crease which is every ten

',_)U't'.Lathmu of thl-_a kingdom. The periodical scar-
cities with which we are \‘15':1\'..1, call imperiously
. It

o 1
for this measure.

the most serious eviis :‘Hlullrmr

4 NEe means ‘.'-.]xllf.El would o1 ..11 QtNners i:L'l' 1105
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tena most cii LLLl‘.Ll) to barmonize these jarring
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mieht occur. i he magnitude ol the o t should
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year till the price of the cow, &c. was reim-
: . x 1 % . 1.1 e e b e
bursed : at his death, to go to the labourer having

the most numerous family, for life, paying

i
shillings a week to the widow of his predecesso
II. Labourers thus demanding :Lﬁi-_:i.l‘;a;:;-‘.; b';;
reason u{ their families, to have land : ed,

and cows bought, till the proportion so ;-;,,.‘_,[;- d
amounts to one of the extent of the
commor.

III. In parishes where there are no commons,

and the quality of the land adequate, every
cottager having children, to whose cot-

tage there is not within a given time, land sul-

ficient for a cow, and half an acre for potatoes,

assigned at a fair average rent, subject to appeal

to the sessions, to have a right to demand
shillings per week of the parish for every child,
till such land be assigned ; leaving to landlords and
tenants the means of doing it. Cows to be found
1'}\' the parish, under an annual reimbursement.

A county inspetor appointed, to whom

returns of all cases to be made, to be annually re-

ported to an office in London;—the Board of

Agriculture competent to the purpose ; difhcul-
1 i 1

ties would thus be analyzed, and might be pro-
it BESRr |y ey
vided for.

If it is said, that by any such measure you in-

jure the right of turning live stock on the com-

mon, possessed by those cottagers to whom allot-

1

ments are not made, 1 reply, that the bill now

before
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lief so far as subsistence was concerned, in an?

other manner than by potatoes, rice, and soup ;

not merely as a measure of the moment, but per-

manently. Very great consequences would flov

from this : it would secure a vast culture of po-

tatoes, or agreat and regular import of rice ; and

it would infallibly spread throughout the king-
dom the habit of consuming them ; habituate
the poor to a cheaper way of satisfying their
hunger, and their taste would be weaned from
the dependance on bread, so general at present.—
This measure 15 a 1‘-0\\11‘5'111 one, for it would af-
fect the distribution of perhaps two millions ster-
ling on an average, and give new habits to pro-
bably two millions of people #, and these the
poorest in the nation.

Public granaries have been mentioned ; the
idea has been refuted an hundred times. The
only granaries admissible, would be for rice to be
sold so cheap as to promise the oradual introduc-
tion of that food : these would not affect the
price of wheat when cheap; and when dear,
would be a source of great importance. Some-
thing useful might be done in this way ; and the
best means of effecting it would be, by inducing
the India Company so to provide themselves, as
t+o render an act feasible which should direct,

that as soon as wheat shall rise on the average Of

* The number of parish poor relieved, has been shewn in
many places by the very able Mr. HowrerT, to amount to

near one. third of the total population,—dnunals, v. 18, s §73-
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kingdom to 4l. per quarter, and so long as it
rel 1.&1:1&1 at or :Lhu\'c that price, the Company
hould sell rice in hundred weights, to all persons
demanding, at 25s. per hundred weight, or any
other price which shall on an average of years be
;luit_'t‘ll_l;ih‘.

The next measure I shall propose, 1s not a law,
but a regulation in the mode of inquiry, whenever
Government or the Legislature wanted 1nfor-
mation relative to scarcities, real or imaginary.

Examinations by a Committee of either House
of Parliament, with reports made anl'a_:u!ic to the
world, are perhaps the worst means that could be
used ; and this results first from the great import-
ance of alegislative body ; and secondly, from the
necessity of publishing the result, be it what it
may—what 1s communicated to soo individuals,
15 published, whether in print or in manuscript.
Interested men, who speak to a Committee com-

‘k;:f;»-.;gl of persons wl

o have the power to make
laws that shall materially affect their employments

or trades, are not likely to forget their own in-

St o hirh lacesrn e denendance that 1
terest, which lessens the dependance that 1s to be
- e Lt avidercs « At he ;
placed 1n thei evidence ; and the weaknesses

prejudices, or errors of others, may equally tcnd
to impress mistaken ideas. ‘LT'he very importance
e 1 g . . = b | T

of the body betore whom individuals are called,

creates these and other sources of error:; and

u. =l = articila A Y
; "._]\\-.-.';_ (ne particuiars ”1 L“( CXAl _.] Mll(‘nl‘\

may cither spread a false alarm, or an equally

EInICIOuS. secur ity.

There




[ 82 ]

There seems to be a method of obtamning 1n-

formation free from these great objections.

Public Boards that are instituted for nation-
al purposes, those of conduéting, inquiring 1n-
to, or encouraging any branch of revenue o
industry, are the proper bodies for reporting on
the state of the kingdom respecting, or nearly
respeting their business and ordinary 1nquiries.
The Board of Agriculture is singularly proper for
such objeéts as concern cultivation, prodults, the
labouring poor, and the manufatture of wheat;
every inquiry into the last of these objects, should
be as much as possible by actual experiments,
casy and not expensive to make. By their very
extensive correspondence with every part of the
kingdom, they would be able to make inquiries
silently, and consequently without ' creating any

rm 3 and they might easily, by repeating such

inquiries annually, and registering the result, be
able to discover how far their information was ac-
curate, by comparing it with the prices of the
year. But if more sudden knowledge was want-
inz, it would not be difficult at any time to pro-
cure it, without the least probability of exciting
at sort of alarm which might be made an ill use
of by interested individuals, When such an 1n-
stitution 1s established at the public expence, it

seems to be no more than reasonable to have

some depree of confidence in 1ts capa

Thai e R - T e PSR (2
DeIng t.‘b'*:JTI:.|I_._3 useful 1n 1inquiries so 1ntunatcLy

o o o (LSRR ISR W EAL e LS,
connected with 1ts immediate business.
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The conclusions which may be drawn from the
whole business are these :

[. That an average crop is between 22 and
bushels.

1I. That the people increase more than culti-
vation extends.

1II. That the deficiency amounts to above onc-
third, and therefore accounts for the scar-
city, without recurring to any other cause.

IV. That the stock 1n hand last harvest, on an
averace of the kingdom, was not greater

V. That the parliamentary measurcs hitherto
proposed are insufficient, however meri-

JakAL

fOrious.

A

H
[—
.

That the application of oats and barley re-
ducing the consumption of wheat, have had
effe&t at present, and might, with a very

extended cultivation of potatoes, complete

& g Hll
the remedy.

-
[—
o

That the return of similar situations may

be expected, with so increasing a popu-
lation.

5 [ | B SO SO (il = e ol e 2 [P, .
That the best prevention is—to render as

-
[ —
-
b=

1_:_1'01101—:-.,1 as possible the system of cottagers
having land for potatocs and cows ; and to
= T P '_,.x.,.",.._.'1.,..
1::‘1:-n a i;‘t.m:..ﬂ ,u.u.‘_x;-‘_{ll-_: act as f‘-}_?LLLllL"y a3
it can be done.

Bt I shall not conclude without an observatton

which such a subject calls fors It is the hand of
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Tueg ALMIGHTY which has alil

and he little deserves the name ot Lhristian, that
does not turn his mind on such occasions to the

Great Author of every blessing. On His seasons

we depend for subsistence; and W]
uncommonly adverse, it would be 1dle not to
attribute the apparent evil to the inscrutable de-
crees of His Divine Providence. If the -:|-:-.1'i1 of
infidelity has increas ed, and men live as without

: : 1 RN [ £ Bl e (e B e
(J'xj-'..]l 1n the WOrid , if 1n the discussions anca col=

o e than an offended Deitv, and
cur to other causes than an OIICRULA I)le:\, and

other remedies, as 11 thev could be efiicacious
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(EARL OF EGREMONT’S EXPERIMENTS CONTINUED).

PRODUCE OF FLOUR MADE

WY #;.r.'-.,"u [ . Set
dressed as 2
. 15, o,
Flour - - z8 o
Weight of yeast,
water, and salt, : =
mixed wuh the 7
flour
Weight of flour and |
di 45 o
1nbrc IEnts = f -
Weight of dough i3
Loss of weight in s
dough - 3

Weightofbreadhot | o
from the oven J’ g e

Loss1 of weight nl ¢ 3
a0 3
baking - f
Weight of bread 24 |
38 1
hours after m]-.u z |
Do. 48 hoursafterdo, 37 12

Do, 72 hoursafterdo. 37 11
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CONSUMPTION OF OATMEAL,

The three following minutes arc of Irish con-

cumption :—That a man, his wife, and four child-

:.quE'il 1 B 1 N2

] 1- : . Tl - - 4%
ren, consumed golb. a week of oatmeal ; or
o0k e ffrv-two weeks. being 291lb. per hea
20001D. 111 LILLy =L W O WECUKO, CLIE 549 11U | 1 110 Ak

ls (as 1t 1s of

if a barrel of oats be ifour bushe
1ds Solb. of meal, 1t 1s 20lb. for

1 s Ve ek L i€ praal is
40lD. of oats. AL this ratc the 291iD. Of meat 15

1 y i (0] 1l 5 y Sty

yats, which divided by ¢

p—
e
¥
-
T
r
ct
Lan
3
o
-
-

olves 19 bushels and 1-half for the consumption

per head per annum.
i

y JE 5 B A i = ey S TR

Bv another account, a barrel of oats lasts such
o L, T O St T i Do
1 family a week ; this, at four busheis the DArrc,

LR

is 24 bushels per head per annum.

¥ a third acce nt 1t 18 st F Aatmeal
Bv a third account, 1t 1s a quart of oatmeal per

1° rop- Ao g B I —
cadizm : this 15 €levCil 1:;1;-_-1,'1\:;1! n DUsnels pel
annum ol i‘,-lLL‘-.L_._ or twentv-two three-iourtiis of

O Thic areniint aocrees exactly with Smita’
Qats. 1 his account agrees €xXaclly witi OMITH S
o

] "“l]"!_.au
L‘rl..g.n.'..-

The price of meal in Scotland, and in the

north of England, agrees well with his account :
that price has been from 4s. 0d. {0 5s. a stone oI
lu{'.]_t wilie oats L.;.:\L: DEEN al 35 od., &C. Per
bushel Mhie 1rmnlice that a bhiichel of 1

bushel. 1 his 1mpiies that a busiici Ol oats docs
not yield a stone oi meal /w5 year ; at WRiICh pro-

il(.‘]ﬂ’ul], the consumption pcer ncad Il aniumnl

must be at least 2. busheis.

Ll I\n. L._‘_.!;l__L'.,r;*. ) 'S COI'n taple 1or oCot-

- L 1 L UL
By I'J o ] e . [y :
land, Feb. 12, 1800, the average price of oats is
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n : N S Ty e D 15
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thirds farthin

; 40 are 3s. 10s. per cwt. or one two-

-

3

Price of the best rice in India per cwt. £. o

3

I A S S PRI s L

E'l‘Li_"i[ DYy tne Lompany s :.:lzi)b - Q12 O
T T | - - —

In Eneland = - < .o 1y 3

Rice 1s seldom higher at Calcutta than two

I R I U SO R e L
SICCA TUpees ne Dag oI I00l1D.;
- L)
PR S y R B S st 3 5T e et
threc one-half. It has'been 1_?-JL]__‘]].t 1n the distric

1

ie rupee, or 4oolb. for 2s. 4d.

ver land in Decen

1
OVl Laliit CCIT1

er, it may ar-
[

rive by the beeinning of next winter. By writing
J [ o 4 o
o o ) e S ey [ e i | B | |
1n _‘,!*;LG_JIJhtl, 1T ,_"_1'_-)_11.. arrive i1n the 4"'.{‘]11 fol-
lowine.
LW, v o - ] | & 1
What could have been done 1n December 179z,
S U Bt : Tt
LI I 55 RS S 7 LS & HIC 11k LA o DLl LA 1 1L 5 L[‘L'L L l.'n...'-_ l[
'
1 i te i TR 311- » | 1 ) 1o ' T r -
10T granted we Cl Yy OIdcr ol government.
Consi > last wheat sowing, as 1 h pe
S % | 1 -
1L ¢ -.-l-'..lku\‘, W ]1.‘-_9.} ook forward o
1 et Ny Foo A
ich vortation with no slight satisfaction.
At present, there 1s no India rice to be had in

¥ ~ - . : »
Loondon; and that of Carolina is 48s. per cwt
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There is no other article of so much importance

to keep cheap, and thereby to give the habit of

consumption to our poor, as rice.

Of what con-~

sequence would the present scarcity be, 1f we

had non'cnough.fbr one or two month’s con-

sumption ?

|

No. IV.

IMPORT OF CORN.

YMPORT OF WHEAT FROM 1781, INTO ENGLAND,

Quarters.

505,161°2
173,3980
94,031°1
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482,766°6

25,11,757°6

1781 - -
1782 - -
1783 - -
1784 - -
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IMPORTED INTO GREAT BRITAIN.

1794

K95
1796
797
199

1799

B 51 Tmaa - : e .
Ihrow all these imports into one mass, and the amount will be found very preat :

e

Wheat.

| cwl.

Wheat
Flour, a

11,129
| 923447

-
(9

-

-

bush. per cwt.

1
845,483 | 2 |
440,245 | 2 ||
740,348 | 1 ||
563,743 | 4 ||
721,547 | |
492,423 | 6 i

Average

Average import of 1796, 1797, 1798 and 1799,

o —

_ .
7 Ibs. | qrs. bs.
{— || ———|]— —
| 54 {|12%,765 o
| 41 [| 17,952 o
_ 0 11 39,903 I
114 04,197 O
_ §5 |l116,278 z
liz1 || 19,536 4
qrs. bush
637,047 5
90,121 ©

haar 7 @ 1 L e e : - . = . ¥ -
ir a smaki proportion to the total consumption, yet the effe@ of it in sinking the price must be const

and though any one article may
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No. V.

)N OF MILLS AND MARKETS

[
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o
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T e——
1 1

The Earl of FEgrEmoxT has established a 1

i~ 1 ! T | = ivrerenl
"‘U..J'l;ti]! at Fetworth, which ~! ErVves universal

imitation : he secures to the consumer an abso-
g i . ) e ;AT

lutely fair price ol bread, proportioned 1o the pi

of wheat at the last market day ; and this price 18

ascertained by what I shall call a Jury caretully

0 1 abkla ia cknck mmediatelyr 11
Ek'}u'\,L'\.'kl; the table 1s stuck up lﬂ'li:!t*.‘:mf\_._-. 11

the town ; and the consequence flowing, has

; o e ; WE=  Cigr
been entire satistaction. It has resulted from his
b'._"ll'l,‘-:: an c€ni f_‘jl.h[\'-.'.'\ k1. u.J.'\l actlve ['1;\"4_3-.'{1‘.[&, ana

. 1 C B! : : 1 s T+
11‘.[1(]11_.‘i\.i Ol the Hul - ‘.‘.1-.:;LL 15 thus shewn to be

] K (S T a orale o B e .
1}}';';;1.1&.1;1; on t!:\, SCAIC'OI a TOWIl O 2000 501115,

Lo g e L R e o
may l'}' k"—.L‘.—“\L'.l'lt..-;. DE a4 1IEdd [O €N M1iiions

o
- T T AT T ™ T Pt ol Y - - T
FER. 1600 MINUTE R PECTI s THE MOI
LD I I € ! ( LN LY RHRL T FAIN & 1 L
| C OF I . A COULT HAW MILL.
T * ;2
1 T g F
| he narst step reqguisite, 1s to obDtain a rair ave
i
ol : £ 1 f | 7 1
faoce Of the price of wheat (per | \1 Of 40 DUsNCI
T | L9 i

= - - .
\ e e .y At +ha
-\\i..k..\.‘*'..'. measurc ), at ting

.-
s
-
-
=
=2
—t
—
—

- -

1 ] 1
each Saturday.

T 1 - i
i he second point 15 to settle a fair averace «
1 A | 1 1
the wei of wheat usually sold at Petworth
, A . r - l
market Accordinge to the report of the Corn
£

B - % i3] T ¥ -y 15 e T
Commitiee on 14th June, 1774, the seven several

5 =1 SR AR I BT S rOTE
kinds oI wheat whereon thelr Lx{'hlﬂ..l‘_ﬁ:.n WEre

1o
!

ed,

founc

e




to the

o 5 f 3
i1 : ] e M L R A e e R e I = i b g s
niiller: and thoat may oc 1ormea on soIne sucil Colil-

con 1t may be ob-

s11fa i,
[BRSAE RGN

served, pt the last, are

diminizshed by

heat ; as it seems

on his expendi-
ture for the price of the commodity ; on which,
as a greater capital will be demanded to procure

il -. N o ‘-, '~ -1 7 ol 7 Q e 7y i e ey g ..
it In dear than in cheap seasons, a per centage 1s

lowed.
i. Grinding and ;!!(—5-.;[13, per load — L0/ 100
2. Delivery out at Petworth, or at ;t:*._'-'a'-t?'.a‘r)
place distant from the mill, in small guan- §
tities, and the loss of weight t.ll *. o120
thereon ; and the risque of loss by bad {

debits o -

Profit or commission, per load —
Mr. Davre states the commission at 2! per cent. but ¢
em ',"_"j M 1: = !'.-'._I' , € [Casons ]lr‘_\ cf 1I] E o ol not t
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depend on the price of wheat; and taking 151, per load as =

fair medium price, the commission at 2% per cent. would be
7s. 6d. per load.)

4. A per centage of 21 on the average of wheat on

the preceding market-day (which gives ¢l,

per cent. interest on the capital, supposing
the price, one part with another, to be re-

turned to the miller within six months from

his purchase of the wheat,)

To this must be added the price of the wheat ;
and after a deduction therefrom of the value of the
bran, the result will be the selling price of the
flour produced from the load of wheat.

It will then be necessary to ascertain what
number of bushels of flour, of a given dressing,
a load of average wheat ought fairly to produce ;
and the dividing the price of the load by that
number of bushels, will give the price per bushel.

Thus by way of recapitulation and explanation :

Suppose the price of a load of wheat to be a1,
and that 1t be dressed into standard wheaten
flour; and suppose the medium weight of a

bushel of wheat to be 59lb. which eives for the

weight of the load - - = - Ib.
© ) _ 2360
And by attual experiment will produce of flour 2163
Bran 170
Waste 27
—=—1 | 2260

The account will stand as under

Allowance to miller ]-nf,

3. Grinding and dressing, per load — L.0 100
2. Delivery out at a distance add in small quan- I
tiries, and loss of weight consequent on the ' o 1z o
latter, and risque of loss by bad debts — _{

Price
be
Dedu
B

Dedy

Sellig

The

le
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Rr ll}! JJLJ.
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[ [0 DE 294

fo100
4

pevaey
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s Lo g d

Profit or commission - - o §o

¢. 2} Per cent. interest on capital of 271, — o136

Allowance to miller - —_ 2 ob

Price of wheat - — = 27 oo

29 06

Deduét value of 170lb. of bran at 1s3.6d. per bushel g o
of 2zlbs. — —_— e

Selling price of the flour of the load of wheat —= /.28 12 6
This flour being 2163lbs.==38 5-8th busbels, costing
281, 12s. 6d. will give aselling price per bushel of 14s. 9id.==
per gnliun 1s. 10id.
The same account, as applicable to second
flour, instead of standard wheaten, will be as

under :

1b.
] A =3 = - o
Produce t“uf a load of wheat, of 5glb. to the bushel, | 2360
wtflghmg —_— — — J
1b.
In seconds flour - — —_ 1851
Pollard — —_— — 121
Bran —_ — — — 339
Waste == — —_ 49

—— 2360

Latles s
Price of a load of wheat, and miller’s allowance, as | 6
before —- — - e~ 3
Deduét value of 121lbs. pulinrd at gs. } I
per bushel (of 561b.) Lo 10 93
Dedut value of 339lbs. bran at 15, 6d. Lf o' 15
per bushel (of 321b.) —
1 6 8§

Selling price of the flour of the load of wheat — 27 13 10

The flourbeipg 185 11bs. = 33 bush. 3lb. costing 271, 13s. 10d.
will give a selling price per bushel of 16s, gd.or per gal.
lon 25, 1d,

Differ-




I“n‘\,‘l‘..a;Lu O pricc ol seconds, maorec tnan

] S
standard wheaten
per bush. per gda /L,
L. 5. do LM da
Seconds flour — — o116 ¢ e 2 I
Standard wheaten — — o 14 g3 o 1 Ic
Seconds maore than standard wheateno 1 11 oulo. (23
T ] - 1 1 -
Xp, 1. e av > weight of a bushel ot
1 s O ST e e S
vhe nad its average proauce 1il flour, should D¢
P B ry R e i - Y la racrrlt r
el Ol €X iment ; and 1i, on tnc result 0Ol
L experiment, CRNOSC dlllUito, Oor 11, on 1urtiacl
- 1 plass = hould demand
1 inv of the other 1tems shouid Ul mdnd
to corrected, that correction may readquy be
Mag but the principle of the calculation will
ot oblains.
EXAMPLE.
iy a TR e O T
|Aver 10ur. n. ad,
ess—— o I 1 gallon loal.

f Grindine at Coultershaw Mall.

|

per load. per busk el

J"..¢ 5o Ic’: £- S Ifr
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Vheat and rye mixt 0o 10 O g g o
X 1 14 1 g § 17 -
Wheat and barley mixt o© 10 O g o
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per bushel.

g
&

i
L]
]
]
L]

Barley
Oats - - - - -

Peas - - - - -

oo O

Beans - - - - -
Barley and rye mixt - - .

]
1
i

Barley and peas mixt

i
|
L]

Barley and beans mixt
Barley and oats mixt: - - -

Qats and peas mixt . - -

0 0 0000 00 0 0

OOOOOOOOOO
N~ N O\ NS

Oats and beans mixt - - -

REMARK.

The first observation likely to be made on such
an account 1s, that a Nobleman of great and well-
merited influence, can effect things on his own
estate, which would be im practicable to apply to
a whole kingdom ; and thus the laziness of man-
kind is ever converting difficulties into impossibi-
lities. To go through all the steps necessaty to
precede an A& of Parliament which should effect
this blessing to the kingdom, would demand expe-
riments, detail, and perseverance, and }'-1‘{_‘&)413]}'

el A ik e - 1 A a (Camima s F T
COLLICL TRUL Wit al) \-'._Li aonc in a -..,.'\,.".'.'n'.lll:.‘.'. s {}1, e

T o~y =3 o % i g e
House of Commons as 1 entrusted to a Public

2 iz b PR T, B PrPt ] e o s
Board. Parish mills have otten been demanded, and

e ek (7R Vo Lt o RO | o e e | per
wherever tried, the effects have been excellent ; why
ot attach parish ovens to them, lett toa miiler and

baker, under articics orounded on the same prin-

*3
N - i
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ciple as guided the Earl of EcrEmoNT in his
agreement with the Coultershaw muller £ Where
there is water, a water-mill ; where none, a wind-
mill : where parishes are large, by a single pa-
rish: where small, three or four uniting; and
the union to depend on population. In village
districts, the parishes to deliver corn by weight
to the miller, and the baker to sell bread propor-
tionably to the price of corn. There do not
appear to be any insuperable difficulties in such a
plan, which, if made coercive, would have great
effets; but as to leaving it voluntary, it
would then be worth neither experiment, detail,
nor perseverance to produce. I do not compre-
hend the system of employing wisdom, talents,
and persevering industry to frame laws, and then
leave their acceptance to ignorance, stupidity and
negligence : intended for the benefit of one class,
distressed by prices; and to be rejected by ano-

ther, to whom those prices are so much profit.

FINIS,
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e 1. The Example of France a Warning to Britain. 4th edit,
ng; and price 4s. ; and Abridgment, price 21, 2s. a hundred.
n Village 2. An Idea of the present State of France, and on the Conse-
r '.\'cfgijz quences of the Events passing in that Kingdom. 2d edit,
. 1s. 6d.
‘l lJ'L-:lii"lu'l. r,
¢ do not 3. The Constitation Safe without Reform. 1s.
1n such 2 4. National Danger, and the Means of Safety; containing a
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Plan for a General Arming of Men of Property. 2d edit,
15. 6d.

A0 ¢. Travels through France, Spain and Italy, 2d edit, 2 vols.
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oy el 4to. 2l. s,
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6. An Inguiry into the State of the Public Mind amongst the
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[l‘-[fﬂ[% Lower Classes ; in a Letter to Mr, Wilberforce. 1s.

nd then 2. Annzls of Agriculture, in 34 vols, price 171, 17s. in boards.
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{1ty and Continue publishing in monthly numbers.
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0E CLass, *_* The Editor presumes to inform Gentlemen who have not

by ano become Subscribers to this Work, that it contains the

i
wenbe completest Colle€tion that ever has been made, of important
l'lhtli' =

Public Documents relative to the Corn Laws; Bread;
[nclosing, and other obje(ts that respedt Agriculture ; such
as Reports of Council, and Committees of the House of
Commons ; Bills brought into Parliament ; Tables of Prices,
Export and Import, &c. and whatever can tend to ren-
der it highly useful to recur to for the last seventeen
1

y=ars ; and should it be encouraged sufficiently to con

will be such a repository of information, in the Leoislation,

Theory and Praftice of Agriculture, as no other Nation

ever possessed.
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