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ADVERTISEMENT,

THE great defire that has been very generally
cxprullcd for having the AGRICULTURAL SUR-
vEYs of the Kingpom reprinted, with the additional
communications which have been received fince
the OricinAL RErorTs were circulated, has in-
duced the BoarRp oF AGRICULTURE tOo come to
a refolution of reprinting fuch as may appear on
the whole fit for publication. It is proper at the
fame time to add, that the Board does not confider
itfelf refponfible for any fadt or obfervation con-
tained in the Reports thus reprinted, as 1t 15 1m-
poflible to confider them yetin a perfect ftate ; and
that it will thankfully acknowledge any additional
information which may {till be communicated : An
invitation, of which, it is hoped, many will avail
themfelves, as there 1s no circumfitance from which

any one can derive more real fat'sfaction, than that

of contributing, by every poffible means, to promote
the improvement of his Country.

L —————————

N. B. Letters to the Board may be {:J'if:'e‘.-'?:e':f to Sir

Joun SiNcLA1R, Bart. the Prefident, M. P. Londos.

(o

London, Jan. 1796.
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FOR REPRINZING THE

‘ = [ . - O PR - T
Aoricultural Survevs.
l:_:, ]

o

By the PRESIDENT of the BoarD of AGRICULTURE,

o —

BOARD eftablifhed for the purpofe of making

every eflential enquiry into the Agricultural
State, and the means of promoting the Internal Improve-
ment of a powerful Empire, will neceflarily have it in
view to examine the fources of public profperity, in re-
gard to various important particulars, Perhaps the fol-
lowing is the moft natural order for carrying on fuch

important inveftigations ; namely, to afcertain,

1. 'The riches to be obtained from the f{urface of the
national territory;
2. The mineral, or fubterraneous treafures, of which
the country is poflefled ;
3. The wecalth to be derived from its {ireams, rivers,
canals, inland navigations, coafts, and fitheries;
» and,
4. The means of promoting the improvement of the
people, in regard to their health, induftry, and
morals, founded on a flati/iical furvey, or a mi-
nute and careful enquiry into the actual {tate of
every parochial diftrict in the kingdom, and the
circumitances of its inhabitants.
Under one or other of thefe heads, every point of real
importance that can tend to promote the general hap-

pinefs of a great nation, feems to be included.

A g Ivenifi-
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Inveltigations of fo extenfive and fo complicated a na-
ture, muft require, it is evident, a confiicrable fpace of
time before they can be completed tiering indeed in
many refpedts from each other, it is better perhaps that

they fhould be undert.ken at d fferent periods. and fe-

i, the Board
of Agriculture has hitherto dire€ted its attention to the

parately confidered. Under that impreifior

e : 1 1 * o : £+ i
firft point only; namely, the cultivation of the iurface,

and the refources to be derived from it.

[ hat the fac's effential for fuch anin ftigation might

be colleted with more celeri y and advantage, a number
of intelligent and refpe@able individuals were appointed
to furnith the Board with accounts of the ftate of huf-

bandry, and the means of improving the diffcrent dif-

tricts of the kingdom. The returns they f{ent were

printed, and circulated by every means

the Board of
A - r ; 1: 1 ¢ 1
Agriculture could devife, in the diftricts to whicl they

refpectively related; and, in confequence of that cir-

culation, a great mafs of additional valuable information
B , .
has been obtained. For the purpofe of communicating
that information to the public in general, but more ef-

pecially to thofe counties the moft interefted therein, the

ter
Board has refolved to reprint the Survey of each Co nty,
as foon as it feemed to be fit for publication ; and among

feveral equally advanced, the counties of Norf Ik and
Lancafter were pitched upon for the commencement of
the propofed publication; it being thought moft advife-
able to begin with one county on the eaftern, and ano-
ther on the weftern coaft of the ifland. When all thefe
Surveys fhall have been thus reprinted, it will
tended with little difhculty to draw up an abfira& of tl
whole (which will not probably exceed two or three
volumes quarto) to be laid before His Majefty and both
Houfes of Parliament ; an | afterwards, a general Report

on
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on the prefent ftate of the country, and the means of its
improvement, may be {yftematically arranged, accord-
ing to the various fubjects connelted with agriculture.
Thus, every individual in the kingdom may have,

1. An account of the hufbandry of his own particular
county ; or,

2. A general view of the agricultural ftate of the king-
dom at large, according to the counties, or dif-
tricts, into which it is divided ; or,

3. An arranged fyftem of information on agricultural

fubjeQts, whether aceumulated by the Board

{ince its eftablifhment, or previoufly known;
And thus information refpe@ing the State of the king-
dom, and Agricultural Knowledge in general, will be

attainable with every poflible advantage.
o (=]

In reprinting thefe Reports, it was _;-.;Lf;_::'-d neceflarv
that they fhould be drawn up according to one uniform
model ; and after fully confidering the fubje&, the fol-
lowing form was pitched upon, as one that would inclu
in it all the particulars which it was neceffary to notice

")
A

in an Agricultural Survey, . As the other Reports will
be reprinted in the {fame manner, the reader will thus
be enabled to find out at once where any pointis treated

of to which he may wifh to dire his attention,
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PLAN OF THE REPRINTER REPORTS.

.f’r(‘[iminar_y Obfervations.

Cuarpr.

[

[T1.

Y.

: . E
] Geographical State and Circumftances.

SecT. 1.—Situation and Extent.
2.~—Divifions.
3.~Climate,
4.—Soil and Surface,
§.—Minerals.
6.—Water.
State of Property.
SEcT. 1.—Eftates, and their Management,
2.— 1'enures.
Buildings.
SecT. 1.—Houfes of Proprietors,
2.—Farm - Houfes and Offices, and
Repairs.
3.—Cottages.
Mode of Occupation.
SEcT. 1,—~Size of Farms.—Chara&er of the
Farmers.
2.—Rent—in Money—in Kind—in
Perfonal Services,
3.— T ythes.
4.—Poor Rates,
5.—Leafes,
6.—Expence and Profit,
[mplements.
Inclofing.—Fences.—Gates.
Arable Land.
SECT. I.——P{‘ill.".li_‘_':_',

I :
) S allowing.
—

3.—Rotation of Crops,

—_—

—

]
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Chap, VII, continued.
y . ] -‘A -y - < ¥ -~y = ¥ - - | : -
SecT. 4—Crops commionly ¢ ultivated ; their
Seed, Culture, Produce, &c. *

5.—Crops not commonly cultivated.

Cuap,

VIII. Grafs.

SecT. 1.—Natural Meadows and Pafture

1T
L L . T

2.—Artificial Grafles,
3.—Hay Harveft,
4.—Feeding,
IX. Gardens and Orchards.
X. Woods and Plantations.
XI. Watfies,
XII. Improvements.

SECT. 1.— Draining,
2.—Paring and Burning,
3.—Manuring.
_:r.——-‘t\"cta.!‘ul'c:.
§5-—Watering.

e

Where the quantity is confiderable, the information refpe

€rops commonly culuvated, may be arranged under the follow ing heads :

] | hoe
1 - L]
; tillage, 7 S i -
Y. ]‘:'n:p-‘1r"uilt'-n..r e 6. Culeure whilft growingd weeding,
| manure. J ; il ey
. - ECC ]r..;_}.
. Sort. 7. Harveft,

=
3. Stecping, 8. Threfhing,

4. Sced (quantity fown, ) 9. Produce.
z. Time of fowing, l1o. Manufaéture of bread.
J =} 1

In general, the fame heads will fuit the following grains:
Barley, Oats. Beans. Rye. Peafe. Buck-whear.
: Vetches - ‘_f\pi-in.:s,lnn..
RiEy et
Cole-feed - [- L;':'L'!""IC' JL
Drawn - = .
P]'Lllinipﬁ - l-.m -
i Kept on grafs. -

L =—— in houfes,

CHuAP,

———
e ——
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[. Live Stock.
Sect. 1.—Cattle,
2.—5Sheep.
3.—Hor'es, and their Ufe in Hufban

dry c;mp;wcd to Oxen.

4—-——110(_’5
5.——]{:11?13'11.\5.
6.—Poultry.

i e
’:——1 I:L_'),[;-.“-n-

2 :
Ca=CC 5
™ ™
\1V. Rural Economy.
SECT. I.— Labours: Se

'f‘..—-—P '.'-.'.:\"‘;{1{}'.1 ie

3.—kuel.

Wl v dll

S ———
o

Y ~are of a1 o
10UTS Gl !.‘. OUl.

\\". Political Economy, as connected with

or affe@ing Agriculture.

P p— p ] i
SeeT. 1.—Roads,
2,—Canals.

—
¢ Chd & dalrs.

4, —Weekly Markets.

s —Commerce.
6.—Manufaftures.
7 ~—Poor.

8.—Population.

\\'[. Obftacles to Improveme

Iﬂ-;‘-.L:r.‘-.i.l“‘ (_rf.ncr:‘.l Obfervations on LA ETIC wataral
L ] L.

[Legiflation and Police.

X VII. Mifcellaneous Obfervations.

SECT. 1.—--!“1g1]c::1tu:‘:ﬂ

: =24
2, —Weights and Meafuares.

(Conclufion.—Means of Improvement, and

{ 1 1 £Artlh 5 1 iy
fures calculated for that Purpole.

| Eoris
A})pt ndix.
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PERFECTTON in fuch enquiries is not in the power of

ﬂ\ l)\ & \ O i men 1o {'lrtl....l]_ a1t once -,,l atever 'T\_I'L}' 1‘-(‘ thL‘.

extent of their views, or the vigour of their excrtions.

1f Lewis XI1IV. cager to have his king
'_lw.ufi'—;li'cd of boundlefs power to effeét it, failed fo much

dom known, and

in the attempt, that, of all the prov inces in his kingdom,
only one was fo deferibed as to fecure the approbation of
pu-;un" % it will not be thought ftrange that a Board,

e

yoffeffed of means fo cxtr;m;ly limited, fhould find it
perfeftion which

u'zziurult to reach even that d

ht have been attainable with more extenfive
powers. ‘I he candid Reader cannot expeét in thefe Re-
Jorts more than a certain portion of u;n:tul informationy
o arranced as to render them a bafis for further and

detailed enquiries., The attention of the intelli-

fen was excelle

t been executed
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gent Cultivators of the kingdom, however, will doubt-
lefs be excited; and the minds of men in general, gradu-
ally brought to confider favourably of an undertaking
which will enable all to contribute to the national ftores
of knowledge, upon topics fo truly interefting as thoft
which concern the Agricultural Interefls of their coun-
try : intercfts which on juft principles never can be im-
proved, until the prefent ftate of the kingdom 1s fully
known, and the means of its future improvement afcer-

tained with minutenefs and accuracy.

;;.“.2 # e
A e
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PR EF-AACE,
|
THE original Report having been printed by
the Board of Agriculture, and circulated for
the purpofe of procuring additional remarks, was
returned to me by the Board, with a variety of ufe-
tul hints, obfervations, and corretions; of which
I have endeavoured to avail myfelf in this publica-
tion, to the advantage, I truft, of thofe who may
take the trouble of perufing it. It is ftill, however,
| not fo complete as could be withed for; but a
i generous and candid public will excufe any 1m-
8 perfections to be found in it, however numerous,
} | confider them as almoit unavoidable, when
it 1s known that it was originally the work of one
| individual, unlettered, and immerfed in the cares
_i' of a numerous fanuly, and an extenfive bufinel




PREFAC

Neither pains nor expence have been (pared to
e R f_ 2 e - nntdd e sy so LasslE H
procure 1nformation ; and the refult is faichfulls
detailed. Having been broucht up under a father
who had the reputation of being a good prac-
ical farmer, and having been all my life engaged
: e Py TR % i B 1 ;'.'I.. 3 ey . .

in the cultivation of different {oils, and in grazing,
I prefume to think myfelf qualified to form opinions
on the various {yftems of hufbandry ; but when I
recommend any practice, my readers may be aflured
that I do {o, not from theory only, but from my

own ex le‘ ICNCE,

[f the wealth and population of this Ifland may
be expeted to increafe with the improvements
that may be made in the cultivation of its foils
to the utmoft point of perfection, what glorious
profpetts are opened to our view, by the eftablifh-
ment of a Board of Agriculture, whofe oreat
0'1'{'[('\:5.‘ it will be to colleét facs, diffufe know-
ledge, and reward excellence, in the department
over 1‘,'}1}-;-_1 it 1S appointe by the wildom of

D e S e
I-arjiament tq prelice !
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AGRICULTURAL SURVYEY
OF

et L [l 1

Conaprrer L

GEOGRAPHICAL STATE AND
CIRCUMSTANCES.

S EcT. . — Situation and Extent,

HIS county forms the fouth-eaft angle or corner of

the kingdom, and probably derives its name from

that circumftance. Tts figure 1s quadrilateral ; and it is

bounded on the north {ide by the river Thames, the

county of Effex, and the German Ocean ; on the fouth

by the county of Suflex; on the eaft py the Britifh Chan-
nel; and on the weft by the county of Surrey.

It is about fixty-three miles in length, from Deptford
to the point of the North Foreland, comprehending be-
tween thefe extremities about one degree and twenty-
nine minutes of longitude ; and meafures on the eaft fide,
in a direét line from the North Foreland to Dengenefs-
Point, nearly forty miles, between the latitudes of 50°%
54 and §1°, 23, 20” north.

B

SECT,
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AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

SEcT. II. — Divifions.

THhe county 1s divided into two grand diftrits, Weft
and Eaft Kent; the former containing the Lath of Scray;
the other comprizing the Laths of St. Auguftine and
Shepway, with the upper divifion of Scray.

The county contains about fourteen hundred fquare miles,
or eight hundred ninety-fix thoufand acres ¥, fixty-three
hundreds, four hundred and thirteen parifhes, two cities,
twelve corporate towns, thirty-nine market towns, nine
thoufand frecholds, forty thoufand houfes, and two hun-
thoufand inhabitants,

een members to g ;-.';'E}.'::nr:'nt, pays i!L‘ZlI"[}'

part of the 1;'-.m{—!;1:{, and pr(‘:\-‘it]t.‘a nine
hundred and fixty men for the national militia,
Two chains of hills run through the middle of Kent,

called the Upper and Lower 3 or, the Chalk and Gravel

Hills. The northern range and whole north fide of the

eounty are compofed principally of chalk and flints ; the

iouthern of

iron and ragitone: more wefterly, towards

Surrey, clay and gravel prevail upon the eminences.
Below this laft range lies the Weald : an extenfive and

nearly level tra&k of land, rich and fertile at fome places ;

where fine pafturace and tim!

exr are produced.
but it is

moftly low and marfhy on the fouth fide. where two

The north part of Shepey is high groum!

g 5
ftreams, running into the Swale, form the iflets of Elm-
ley and Harty.

Thanet had a full claim to the title of an ifland when

By meafuring all the finuofities of the coaft, T make the cir

)

rence of Kent 16 miles: bur the proper boundary for afcertaini T:
contents cannot be more than 1 ;o miles; which, reduced to a fquare of
i lides, gives juare miles, or goo,000 ftatute acres : from
which fhould be all the public waters, equal ;'._;!.;-_J"-". to ten
LUl IMiies § WOl requces the mealure to 892,60 €35,
Note & im Boys, Efg

g




OF KENT. 32

the Rutupine Port was in its profperity; but its preten-
fion to the appellation is now barely kept up by a fmall
fewer communicating with the Stour and the fea. The
bed of that once famous harbour now forms valuable
tradts of marfhes, comprehending above twenty-five thou-
fand acres. Thanet, including Stonar, contains nearly
forty-one fquare miles, or about twenty-feven thoufand
acres,

The Rother rifes in Suflex, and empties itfelf into the
feaat Rye, forming the harbour of that port. It had for-
merly another outlet at Romney, the dry channel of
which is ftill vifible. From Rye 1t proceeds to Apledore,
and then, by a curvature, forms the Ifle of Oxney, which
1s about ten miles in circumference, and confifts of a ridge

of upland, running through its middle, anc

of low fertile
marfhes towards the river,

The Weald of Kent, before mentioned, was formerly
covered entirely with woods 4. 1t has now many {mall
towns and villages; but is more thinly inhabited thar
the other parts of the county i, and of courfe much lefs
cultivated,

Romney-Marfh is an extenfive tract of rich marfh-

land, at the fouth corner of the county, m'iginu][y 101~

t Asa proof of this, the mar

middle of Kent from the Weald. 1z {lip of land

each, JcsnLillt'J:_:, en or twelve mile to the Weald ; hich farms pay
quic-rents to them, Note by a Middle Kent Far

¥ 1donot think it lefs populous thar c ated parts of Faft
Kent; which, confifting of large farm 1 : of which,
hoeing, &c. is done by labourers from other parts ; whereas in the
Woeald it is otherwife ; for beinw parceiled out generally into fmall

farms, the whole work is done by the refident labourers and the fars
mers themf{elves : and this of courfe 15 in favour of it pop ilation.
Note by the fame Middle Kent Farmer.

reat number

The public are much obliged to this Gentleman for a

ry lenfible and pertinent remay ¢s; butin this.inftance, refped

4 : R 14 1 Ry LR TR e T
the 5-\-"-.I| ition of the Weald not being lels than the beft cultivated P

of Kent, he is certainly miftaken.

B clofed
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clofed from the fea, by a ftrong wall, thrown up between
the towns of Romney and Hythe.

Much of the Ifle of Thanet was naturally very thin
light land ; but the greater part of it having belonged to
the Religious, who were the wealthieft and moft intelli-
gent people, and the beft farmers of the time, no pains or
coft were fpared to improve the foil. The fea furnifhed
an inexhauftible fupply of manure, which was brought
by the tides to all the borders of the upland, quite round
the ifland; and moft likely was liberally and judicioufly
applied by the Monks and their tenants ; and their fuc-
ceflors to the prefent time, have not negleted to profit by
their example. Owing to thefe circumftances, Thanet
always was, and moft likely always will be, famous for its
fertility ; and the Monkifh tale of Thanet’s deriving its
fuperior fruitfulnefs from its having been the afylum of
St. Auguftine, is not fo far from the truth as it may at
firft appear. Old hiftorians faid, ¢ Felix tellus Tanet fua

¢ fecunditate;”’

and modern writers of hufbandry {peak
of it as one of the fineft gardens in the kingdom.

In fhort, is there another diftri& in Great Britain, or
in the world, of the fame extent, in {uch a ftate of culti-
vation,—where the farmers are fo wealthy and intelligent,
where land, naturally of fo inferior a quality, is let for {o
much money, and produces {fuch abundant crops ?

The whole ifland confifted formerly of ten parifhes,
viz. 1. St. Giles, alias Sarre, now united with 2. St. Ni-
cholas at Wade ; 3. Monkton ; 4. Birchington; 5. Wood-
church ; 6. Minfter; 7. St. John the Baptift; 8. St. Pe-
ter the Apoftle; g. St. Laurence ; and, 10, Stonore; and
it contains about 3500 acres of excellent marfh land, and
23,000 acres of arable : all the lower part of the latter
bordering upon the marfhes, and fome parts of the hill,
where there is a good depth of earth, are exceedingly pro-
duétive ;
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ductive ; and the principal part of the remainder, altho’
naturally a poor thin licht mould on 2 chalky bettom, is
made exceedingly fertile by the excellence of the {yftem
under which it is cultivated, By an exaét account taken
of Minfter, in Thanet, January 1, 1774, there were
found to be in that parifh 149 houfes, 696 inhabitants,
vz, 359 males, and 337 females : of thefe, in fixteen farm-
houfes, inhabited by tradefmen, labourers, and widows,
there were 249 males, and 280 females. The average
number of inhabitants, male and female, to each farm-
houfe is 10,4375; to each of the other houfes 23,0774 3
and to the whole number of houfes 4,07711. And by
another account taken in 1473, of St. Lawrence, includ-
ing Ramfgate which contains more than two-thirds of
the houfes and inhabitants of the whole parifh, there
were found in that parifh 699 houfes and 2726 inhabit-
ants. And again in 1792, there were found 825 houfes,
and 3601 inhabitants: which is an increafe of 126 houfes,
and of 875 inhabitants in that parifh in nineteen years.
The population in the latter period 4,369 per houfe,

That part of the county ufually called Eaft Kent, is of
two kinds ; one very open and dry, the other much in-
clofed with woods and coppices. The open part lies be-
tween the city of Canterbury and the towns of Dover
and Deal ; and the inclofed part of the traét extends from
Dover, by Elecham and Afhford, to Rochefter in length,
and from the Ifle of Shepey to Lenham, &c. in breadth,
The chief of the woodlands of Eaft Kent are difperfed
between the great road from Rochefter to Dover, and the
chalk-hill that runs from Folkftone by Charing to Det-
ling.

Thefe woods furnifh the country with fire-wood, til-
lers for hufbandry ufes, and the dock-yards with timber
for fhip-building ; but the moft matcrial part of their

b : produce

L]




6 AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

I':l't‘.l:"_ﬂ{'t‘ is the immenf{e ('ll'!‘.'ll‘!'l-'.{}' of h-:':'l‘i-pnlt:r- cut out for
the neighbouring plantations.
All that part of Eaft Kent which lies within the vici-

nity of the towns of Faverfham, Sandwich, and Deal, 1

o

moftly arable, extremely fertile, and under the moit excel-

lent fyftem of management; which will be deferibed in

its proper place.

The 1fle of Shepey is !'L'i,.'u':m-e] from the reft of the
county by an arm of the fea, called the Swale, navigable
for fhips of 200 tons burthen. It is faid to have derived
its name from the number of fheep that were continually
feeding on it. It is about eleven miles in lenoth, and
eight in its greateft breadth, and contains the parifhes of

1. Minfter, with the ville of Sheernefs;
2. Queenborough, which fends two members
to parliament
3. Eaft Church ;

. Warden ;

o

. Leyfdown;

oy

6. Elmley, and its Ifle ;
7. Harty, and its Ile.
¢ The land of this ifland rifes from the fhores of the

-

¢ rivers, on the fouth-eaft and weft bounds of it, towards
¢¢ its center ; but on the north fide, it feems, by the height

¢¢ of its cliffs, to have once extended much farther. The

"~
Lo

cliffs are in length about fix miles, and gradually de-
¢ cline at each end; the more elevated parts continuing
¢ about two-thirds as far as they extend; and they are
¢ at the very higheft of them about Minfter, not lefs
¢ than ninety feet in perpendicular height above the
pery g

¢ beach or fhore; and, confifting of clay and being

o b |

¢¢ walhed at their bafis by the tides which beat againft

¢ them, more efpecially when driven by ftrong north-
¢ eaft winds, they are continually wafthing and falling

¢ down
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® down upon the fhore: and fo great 1s the lofs of land
“ at the higheft parts, that fometimes near an acre has
¢ funk down in one mafs from that he ight, upon the fea-
¢ fhore below. Some farms have loft many acres within
““ thefe few years.” Hafled’s Kent,

About four-fifths of this ifland confifts of grafs land,

1
|
1

of two forts; namely, marfh -land and upland pafture :

the former has a very liberal fhare of rich and good
fatting land ; but great part of the latter is very poor
breeding land, that will hardly fupport an ewe and an
half per acre. Moft of the arable land is exceedingly
fertile in wheat and beans. efpecially towards the north
fide, in the parifhes of Minfter and Eaft Church,

“ The inclofures on the hills are {mali, and are fur-
¢ rounded with thick hedee rows of elm: and the whole
¢ of the country is exceedinaly pleafant in fine weather,

J ol AN
“ being interfperfed with hill and dale, and frequent
¢ houfes and cottages. ‘The roads throughout the ifland
‘¢ are very good all the vear owing to the oreat plent
7 B Jeaky 2 g |
¢ of gravel and beach, and but little wear in it. The
L 3
¢ profpeéts are very pleafing and extenfive on every

fn].lt'.

(14

¢ There is hardly anv coppice~-wood throughout the
¢ whole of it. There are fome {mall furze grounds and
“¢ bufhy fhaws on the hill, which afford {helter for many

¢ hares, and a few pheafants and pay tridges, Good frefh

“ water 1s very fcarce in modit parts of the ifland: be-
“ tween Eaft Church and Minfler there are a few
* {prings, and notwithftanding they rife very near the
[ 44

iea, the water is perfeflly good and frefh,

“ The air is very thick, and much fubjeé to noxious

¢ vapour, arifing from the vaft quantity of marfhes in
 and near it, which makes it very unwholefome ; info-
* much, that few people of fubftance live in it, efpeci-

B 4 ¢ ally
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¢ ally in the low land marfhy parts, where the inhabit-
¢ ants are few indeed, and confift chiefly of cookers.

¢¢ The garrifon and dock of Sheernefs, its environs,
¢t and town of Qiecnhorough, the reader, however, will
¢¢ except from this obfervation; where there are many
¢ gentlemen of property and fubftance conftantly refi-
¢ dent.” Hafled’s Kent.

The cliffs on the north fide of this ifland belong to the
three manors of Minfter, Shurland, and Warden; the
owners of which let them out to the proprietors of the
copperas works, who employ the neighbouring poor to
colle& the pyrites, or copperas ftones from the fhore,
and which they depofit in heaps on the cliff, at the
rate of one fhilling per bufhel for their labour, until a
fufficient quantity is procured to load a v eflel, to take it
away. The liberty of colleéting the copperas on the {ea-
fhore, is let by the lords of the manors for fixty pounds
per annum.

The weftern part of this county confifts of a great va-
ricty of foils and fyftems of management. It is much
more inclofed than the eaftern part, and produces more
timber and underwood.

The beft cultivated is the north fide of the diftriét,
from Rainham to Dartford : a traét of five or fix miles in
breadth. Parallel to this is a fpace of like breadth, of
exceeding cold, ftiff, flinty clay, which is generally
ploughed with fix horfes : this is the flat top of the chalk~
hill that runs from the fea, by Folkftone, through the
county, to the borders of Surrey, near Wefterham, The
foil of this ilip of land is nearly alike, and is but of {mall
value, on account of the great expence of cultivation.

It is the higheft land in the county, and is, from

thence, by fome called The Hog’s Back of Kent. Be-

tween this hill and the borders of the Weald and county
of

B

]
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of Surrey, is an inclofed country, with much gentle hill
and dale, the hills fhelving in almoft every diretion,
with feveral varieties of the ragftone foils. This part
produces great quantities of hops and fruit, with fome
corn and grafs; alfo timber and underwood, and has
many pieces of common and wafte land *.

The upper part, or weft end, of this diftrié&, is alfo
much inclofed with many coppices of timber and under-
wood : great part of the latter goes to the metropolis, in
different kinds of faggots. The corn and hay that a
not confumed in the neighbourhoed, go likewife for rh:
moft part to London.

The Weald. This diftri& of the county was in ancient
times an immenfe wood or foreft, inhabited only by
herds of deer and hogs, and belonged wholly to the King,
By degrees it became peopled, and interfperfed with
villages and towns; and by piece-meal, was for the moft
part cleared of its wood, and converted into tillage and
pafture. There are, however, fome weodlands 1till in
their original ftate.

The reputed boundary of the Weald begins at the
margin of Romney Marfh, and runs along the top of the
Ragﬁone-hill, above the churches of Kingfnorth, Great
Chart, Pluckley, Sutton, Linton, Hunton, Yalden,
acrofs the Medway by Tefton and Wateringbury, From
thence it proceeds by Hert’s Hill, River-Hill, [rllti'-Hill,
to Welleftreet, on the borders of Surrey, and then, in
union with the boundary lines of the county of Suffex,
taking in the Ifle of Oxney, goes on to Apledore and
the borders of Romney Marfh. It is fomewhat remark-

¥ The inhabitants divide the county into three parts, Eaft, Middle,
and Weft Kent: and, according to the ancient provincial adage, Weit
Kent is healthy, but notwealthy ; Eaft Kent is ua..a]rhg, but not 1:14. althy ;
but Middle Kent is both heal Ithy and wealthy.
Note A1. a Middie Kent Farmer,

Perhaps more fanciful than true. Ldtor.
!

able,




thickly covered with villages, whofe churches ftand about

half way up the flope of the hill; while the neighbouring

chalk hill-ridge, which feparates the racftone fhelf from
B i o

the hill above it, has not a {ingle village or church upon

B Lal r b s b 1 y w—— e e
The ftone-hill, in the extent of between twen y and
thirty miles, hasten or twelve parifh churches upon it,

us level of exceedingly rich

land, lying at the fouth corncr of the county. Its fhape
is nearly that of a parallelogram, whofe length from the
Fnt')l of the h l” at ";]J-.nr‘i'r‘..'l to I"‘ E'{.‘.-iq. e, ]

o

etween
Dengenefs and Rye, is about twelve miles ; and b readth,
f:'u;n the borders of the Weald of I’\L‘i'.t by Warchorn, to
the fea-fhore, between Romney and Dimchurch, is
nearly eight miles, It contains the two corporate towns
of Romney and Lydd, and {ixteen other parithes. The
quantity of land contained in thislevel, that is within the
county of Kent, 1sabout forty-four thoufand acres. The
adjoining level of Guilford Marfh is, the greater part of
it, in the county of Suflex,

It is divided into three feparate diftrifs; viz. Romney-
Ma ,.]L, which contains about t\\’un[.—jmn thoufand acres 3
Walland-Marfh about twelve thoufand, and D nge~
Marfh about eizht thoufand acres +. Harris, in his hif=
tory of Kent, in {peaking of Romney Marfh, obferves,
¢ that it was the firft land which was inned or gained
¢ from the fea in Britain, For the laws, ftatutes, and

“ ordinances for the confervation of this marfh, are

¢ (like our cominon laws) without any known original ;

This is accounted for by the great fertility of t] e foil on the one,

and the want of 1t on the other, Note by a Middle Kent Farmer.
- Vid. Claus, 2:. K. H, ;. D, 1. 6 and 7, in the Tower
l-‘ OIS S all Yy _;fl radle on i_

being
.
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¢ being at firt conftitutions, probably made by fome,

£
-

even by the old Britifh Kings, or rulers in Kent, as
¢ we'l as by the Saxons during the Heptarchy. For in
¢ the thirty-fifth yecar of the reign of Henry the Third,
¢ they are called ancient and approved cuftoms.” This
Marfh is defended from the fea by an immenic bank of
carth (called Dimchurch Wall) of more than three miles
in length. The face next the fea is covered with com-
mon faggot-wood, and hop-poles faftened down by oak
piles and overlaths, which prevent the fea from wafhing
away the earth. The fupport of the wall, and the
drainage of this marfh, amount to the fum of four thou-
fand pounds per annum; which fum is raifed by a {cot
per acre, on the whole level of Romney Marfh. The
other two diftrifis of Walland and Denge Marih, are each
{cotted feparately, to defray their own expences of drain-
age, &c.

n|

The land is not all equally goed ; fome, chiefly near

the fea-fhore, is a poor fandy gravel, which bears a little
grafs in the {pring, that foon burns up in the fummer;
and fome, :‘110:]:_1_ the foot of the hills which furround the
landfide of the ?\.]:u'jqn, is wet and poor. But the great
mafs of land, the center of the whole Marfh, i1s wonder-
fully rich and fertile.

There are but few oxen fed here, compared with what
other rich marfh lands ufually keep : but the number of
fheep bred and fed, exceeds perhaps any diftri&t of the
like extent in the kingdom,

The fcattered inhabitants of the Marfh are chiefly
lookers and bailiffs, whofe employers refide in the upland
parts of the county, or in the ncighbouring towns.

The fences are either ditches, or oak pofts and rails;
there being but very few hedges or trees in the Marth,
except a few about fome of the villages. Immenfe quan-

I;[-lc‘-;
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tities of oak pofts and rails are annually brought out of the
woodlands of the Weald of Kent, for the repalrs of the
fences,

S EcT. Il —Climate,

THE proximity to the German Occan and Britifl
Channel, renders this county very fubje& to cold fea-
winds, which often, near the fhore in the {pring of the
year, injure the tender fhoots of corn and herbage of
every kind ; efpecially when, after a few days of fine
warm weather, a north-eaft wind fucceeds,

The prevailing winds of this county are, north-eaft
and fouth-weft, When the former fets in and continues
for any length of time, which is often the cafe in winter,
a fevere froft is always the confequence ; the air is then
exceedingly keen and fharp; ponds are frozen to the
depth of ten or twelve inche s; and turnips are deftroyed.
The fouth-weft part of the county is more inclofed ; and,
being under fhelter of the ridge of hills running from
Folkftone-hill to Wrotham, &c. is fomewhat warmer as
to climate; but the foil in this part being much of it a
cold moift clay, the harveft is later than in thofe parts of
the county which arc more expofed to the winds before
mentioned,

The effett of the climate on Agriculture will perhaps
be beft thown, by ftating the time when the wheat har-
veft commences; which, in the moft early parts of the
county (viz. the Ifles of Shepey and Thanet) is, in a
very forward harveft, by the 20th of July, and in general
in the laft week of that month ; in Eaft Kent, between
Canterbury and Dover, about fix or feven days later, ac-
cording to foil and fituation ; and fill later, by ten or
twelve days, on the cold hills which run through the
middle of the county.

SEcT.
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S Ec 1. IV, — Soil and Surface.

ISLE OF THANET.

THE bottom foil of the whole i1fland, or what modern
writers in hufbandry call the {ubfoil, isa dry, hard, rock
chalk, The tops of the ridges are about fixty feet above
the level of the fea, and are covered with a dry, loofe,
chalky mould, from four to fix inches deep: it has a
mixture of {inall flints, and 1s, without manure, a very
poor foil. The vales between the ridges and the flat
ands on the hills, have a depth of dry loamy foil, from
one to three feet, with lefs chalk, and of much better
c'jL'.Zl.IiI}‘.

The weft end of the ifland, even on the hills, has a
good mould, from one to two feet deep, a little inclining
to ftiffnefs ; but the deepeft and beft foil is that which
lies on the fouth fide of the fouthernmoft ridge, running
.]}
vich fandy loam, and moftly dry enough to be ploughed

weltward from Ramf{gzate to Monkton : it is there a dec
flat, without any water - furrows. The {cil of the
marfhes 1s a fff clay, mixed with fea - {fand and {mall

marine Thells.

The open part of the diftniét between Canterbury,
Dover, and Deal, i1s of various foils, no one parith or
farm being perfetly fimilar in all its parts. The princi-
pal foils are, 1ft, Chalk; ad, Looam; 3d, ftrong Cledge ;
4th, Hazel Mould ; sth, thff Clay. Befides thefe, there
are fome fmall traéts of flints, gravel, and fand.

The chalk-foils are of various depths ; from three to fix
or feven inches of loofe, chalky mould, on a rock chalk
bottom, and are moftiy found on the tops and fides of the

ridges
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dges of this diftri&t, At fome places there is a little

mixture of f{mall flints, and at others, of black light
mould, provincially called Black Hover. This laft, in
an unimproved flate, is the worft land in this diftriét ;
and the whole of thefe chalky foils are much negledted,

1 i

and confequently of little value 3 but where they happen
to be improved, by paring and burning, deftroying the
charlock, with good manure afterwards, they become
very good land for turnips, barley, clover, and wheat ;
and fome parts produce tolerable crops of fainfoin.

The loamy foil isa very dry, foft, light mould, from fix
to ten inches deep, on a red foftclay, which is good brick-
earth, and lies in a firatum of from three to feven feet
deep, under which is gene rally a layer of chalky marl,
and then the rock chalk. This foil is very good, ploughs
light, and may be worked at all feafons; and procuces
good crops, if well managed, of all forts of corn and
arafs,

The ftrong cledge is a ftiff tenaceous earth with a
fmall proportion of flints, and, at fome places, fmall

particles of chalk : it is from fix to ten inches deep, on a

hard rock chalk, and is found on the tops of the hills,
When wet, it fticks like birdlime ; and when thoroughly

dry, the clods are fo hard as not to be broken with the

J

heaviclt roll, Itis very difficult to work, except when

it 1s between wet and dry, This land, when well

managed, and the {eafons are favourable for the work,

produces good crops of wheat, clover, and oats ; but
when unkindly feafons happen, and dry fummers fucceed,
it is very unprodudive.

The hazel mould is a 11":11{ {foil on a clay imt‘.[\:?‘., more
or lefs mixed with flints and fand, It is dry, and forms
very kindly land for barley and wheat upon clover lays.
3, T,

ocans arc lometimes blighted on this fort of land, as 1s

i
WilCag
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vheat alfo on bean or pea

the latter; for which reaf feldom {own
fter peafe.
1}

clay lies on the tops of the hichet hills,

This foil is cenerally wet which arifes only from the rain:

1 . 1 ;
-y o emeary e e =) {m ey ' i~
i "'.':!,‘1\ are a oo\ ICEL L.'.a.i-‘ on e

in winter :

1 1
TOCK ClldlK.

at fome places a laver of a vellow

mould and the rock,

coloured clay between the {ux

y 7

its,—This land, or rather furface of ftones, occurs
only in fmall tralls in the vallies about |Jover and Stock-
i P = AT a1d41 . {1t -' sele £ H .
DUT'Y, Neal Maiditone, ].| conlilts ol i.}.;L.!_'\ O |l!|]l_>, with

A1 S ST 1dites: | o) Tk i e ) e e i
nardly any mould to be {een. 1:113 1S VEI'y expeniive to

; but, under good management, with plenty of

cen 1n the
1oht land
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M
armel 13 faxr x | S | . 1 e .
and iult clay, fome of which, 1n the lower parts. is ra-
o ] ’
1! . T} (virfa Pl gty ety = Rl e 1
ther wet. L 1€ lurface or the 1irit 1s feven or eioht inches

of Itronge :i':i;“.l,

Fll i ']. e o e i Nt iy, -
ils 1ol is aiways ploughed with four
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nories; 1s very ~|-} and kKindly to work at all {eafons.
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This, when properly drained, and kept cleaned from
wecds, and otherwife well managed in favourable feafons,
1s excellent land, and produces good crops of wheat,
beans, and canary; but is generally very expenfive to

keep 1n good order.

ISLE OF SHEFEY.

Almoft the whole of this ifle is a dE(’.P, ﬁmng. ftiff
clay. Some parts are {o very fticky in the winter time,
that theplough wheels get loaded with dirt in one mafs,
fo as to form the fhape of a grindftone, and arc often
overturncd with the great weight of mould, collefted
uncqually upon the wheels; on which account foot-
ploughs are fometimes ufed, The horfes fhoes are fre-
quently torn off, by the hinder foot ftriking its fhoe
againft the heel of the fore one, before it can difen-
gage itfelf from the {oil. The beft time to plough
thefe foils, it is faid, is when they are thoroughly
wet. Some of the upper parts of the ifland have a few
gravelly fields; but thofe are very wet in winter, and
are rather ftiff.  The chief part of the upland pafture isa
ftiff clay, covered with ant-hills; it is very wet in winter,
fubjedt to burnin a dry fummer, and to {plit open to
a great depth, The foil of the marfhes is alfo a ftiff clay
underncath ; originally a fediment of the fea, Itsfurface
for an inch or two in depth isa vegetable mould, much
enriched from the land having been thickly covered with

fheep fora long feries of years,

WEST KENT.
The varieties of foil in this partare, 1. Chalk ; 2. Loam;
3. Clay; 4. Gravel; 5.8and; 6. Haflock; 7. Pinnock;
8. Coomb; 9. Hazel Mould.

The chalky foils are found on the fides of hills, and at

different

Wintey
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different places along the borders of the Thames, between
Dartford and Rochefter: they are from five to feven or
eight inches thick, of a loofe chalky mould, on a rock
chalk bottom. Thofe of the greateft depth of {urface,
that are well cultivated with a due proportion of manure,
are very produ&tive in corn and feeds, and yield great
crops of fainfoin.

The loamy foils are found at different places, chiefly
in the vallies. This land is of light tillage ; and, when
well managed, is very produfive of corn, feeds, and
hops; and is of various depths.

The clay foil is of two forts. ‘That which lies at the
top of the chalk-hills is much mixed with flints, is a cold
foily and fo very tenacious, as to require fix ftrong horfes
to plough an acre per day in winter; and when left un-
ploughed till dry in the fummer, it is hardly pra&icable to
get through it with eight horfes ; and fometimes, in very
dry weather, impoffible. This fort is from eight to four-
teen inches deep on the rock chalk, and at fome places a
{iff yellow clay lies between,

The other fort of clay is a cold, wet, ftiff kind, with a
{mall mixture of ragftone, and is chiefly found in the low
grounds of the weftern part of the country.  Both
forts are of {fmall value, being very expenfive to culti-
vate; and, except the feafons are very favourable, they
produce but poor crops. It fometimes happens that this
Jand yields a great crop of wheat; which, like a prize in
the lottery, tempts the fortunate adventurer to try his
luck again, with great lofs of labour and wafte of f{uba
ftance,

Gravelly foils are chiefly found about Dartford and
Blackheath, which produce early green peafe, turnips,
winter tares, rye, peafe, oats, and fome wheat. Thefe

C gravels
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gravels are from five to eight inches deep, with a fubfoil
of rocky gravel or fand. There are other foils, called
Gravely, in the lower part of this diftri&®, which are a
mixture of the fmall pieces of Kentith rag, fand, and
loam; the {mall particles of ftone predominating, give
it the title of Gravel, This fort produces, when well
cultivated, good crops of turnips, oats, clover, and
wheat,

The fandy parts of this diftri&® are in general very
poor, being moftly of the black fort, and are chiefly
found on commons and heaths, There are fome how-
ever in cultivation, which produce excellent turnips and
corn.

Haflock, or ftone -fhatter, is a foil, the furface of
which 1s a mixture of fandy loam, with a great portion
ot fmall pieces of light coloured Kentith ragftone. It is
from fix inches to a foot or two deep ; the fubfoil a folid
rock of flone, This land produces great quantities of
hops, apples, cherries, filberts; and likewife good tur-
nips, potatoes, feeds, and corn; alfo much excellent hay
on old grafs lands.

Pinnock. This land is very bad to till, and extremely
poor. It is a fticky red clay, mixed with'fmall ftones;
but although it is deemed poor for cultivation of grain,
&ec. yet it produces very fine chefnut-wood, and filberts
likewife grow well upon it. This fort of land alfo lies
upon the rock.

The Coomby foil of Weft Kent is an extreme #tiff
moift clay, mixed with ftones and flints of different forts.
It ploughs fo heavy as always to require fix horfes, and
fometimes, when dry and hard, eight are neceffary;
even then, frequently not more than half an acre is
ploughed in a day. This fort of land is found in the

__]l‘la!":h
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parts about Seal and Wrotham, and is nearly the fame as
defcribed under the title of Clay,
A fine hazel mould is found on the fides of the hills,

and in the vallies, at different places throughout the whole
diftrifk.

THE WEALD.

The Weald of Kent has the reputation of being an
entire mafs of clay; but, on examination, it is found to
contain the following varieties of foil, namely, 1. Clay ;
2. Hazel Mould; 3. Sand; 4. Ragftone Gravel.

The clay is either ftiff and exceedingly heavy, or a
wet fort, which ploughs fomewhat lighter. The firft is
chiefly found on the eminences, or their floping fides.
The furface is about feven or eight inches deep, under
which 1s a ftratum of ftiff yellow clay, about a foot or
two thick, with a fubfoil in fome parts of excellent marl.
The fecond fort of clay lies in the lower parts, is cx-
tremely wet after thowers of rain, and a long time in
getting dry; which often occafions a late fowing, and a
backward harveft; and frequently the wheat feafon is
totally loft. The furface of this land is feven or eight
inches deep; the fubfoil is at fome places a yellow
clay, and at others a foft fandftone rock, which is often
ufed for mending roads. Four horfes with difficulty
plough an acre per day in thefe foils. In fome parifhes

bordering on Suflex, the ploughing work is done by
oxen ; four or five pair arc generally fixed to a plough,
and do about the fame quantity a day as four horfes,

The hazel mould is a clay foil of a drier nature, from
having a confiderable mixture of fand; it ploughs light,
and 1s the beft land in the Weald.

Sandy foils are of two forts, black and white ; the
black is little regarded, but the white is much improved

C2 by
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by marl and lime, The little there is of this foil 1n the
dif'riét, produces turnips, barley, clover, and wheat, and
the {ubfoil is the foft {andftone.

The ragftone gravel 1s found only in fmall patches;
and 1s of little value in its prefent ftate, being covered
with furze, heath, and broom.

ROMNEY MARSH.

Almoft the wvhole furface of this fpacious level of fine
marfh-land, is the fediment of the fea. It confifts chiefly
of a foft loam and clay, with a greater or a lefs mixture
of fea-fand ; there are, however, near the fea-fhore, fome
fmall trallts of blowing fand, and fome fea-beach, which
are of very little value,

The principal part of the foil being a fine foft loam,
with a mixture of fea-fand, and having lain time out of
mind in grafs, covered with fheep in winter and fummer,
ats turf is wonderfully thick and fine; and the grafs 1t
produces is of a fattening quality, equal, if not fuperior,
to any in the kingdom. The other parts, which are in-
ferior, arc thofe which have a lefs portion of fea-fand,
and are a fliff clay ; or thofe which have too much fand,
or gravel, and are in confequence apt to burn in dry
fummers; and thefe are the lands which are ufed as
breeding grounds.

The fubfoil is frequently feen in alternate layers of
clay and fand, and fometimes beach and fand,

SEcT. V.— Mipnerals.

I cannot give a better account of this fubjeét than by
copying the words of the very ingenious hiftorian * of

* Edward Hafted, Efq.

this
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tie this county, who has diligently fought for every fpecies
g of information,

«¢ On the top of Shooter’s Hill, in the parifh of Eltham,

L “is a mineral {pring, which 1s {aid L‘unf’tantiy to over-
od ¢ flow, and never to be frozen in the fevereft winter, In (i
¢ the parifh of Bromley is another, which rifes at the foot

¢ of a declivity, at a fmall diftance eaftward from the Bi-
¢ fhop’s palace. The foil through which it paffes is
¢ gravel, and it iffues immediately from a bed of pure
¢ white fand. The courfe of the {pring feems to be about
¢ north north-eaft and fouth fouth-weft from its aperture;
“ its opening is towards the latter; and as Shooter’s Hill
¢¢ bears about north north-eaft from its aperture, it pro-
¢¢ bably comes from thence, The water of this fpring
“¢ being found to be a good chalybeate, was, by the Bifhop's
¢¢ orders, immediately fecured from the mixture of other
¢¢ waters, and inclofed, in hopes that it might prove be-
i < neficial to fuch as fhould drink it.  Since which,
< numbers of people, efpecially of the middling and
; ¢ poorer fort, have been remarkably relieved by it from
: “ various infirmities and difeafes, which were not only
L ¢« affli&ting, but fome of them dangerous. Above Well~
¥y ¢ Place, which 1s a farm-houfe in Penfhurft Park, there
Iy “is a fine fpring, called Kidder's Well ; which, having
§ ¢¢ been chymically analyzed, is found to be a ftronger
¢¢ chalybeate than thofe called Tunbridge Wells.

of ¢ The parifh of Penfhurft, as well as the neighbouring
¢ ones, abounds in veins of iron ore; and moft of the
¢ {prings in them are more or lefs chalvbeate.

¢ The whole neighbourhood of Tunbridge Wells
“ abounds with fprings of mineral water; but as the
¢ properties of all are nearly the fame, only thofe two,
¢ which at the firft difcovery of them were adjudged the
“ Left, are held in any particular eftimation.

Cg “Thefe
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3

¢ Thefe two wells are inclofed with a handfome ftone-
¢« wall., Over the {prings are placed two convenient ba-
¢ {ons of Portland ftone, with perforations at the bottom,
¢ through which they receive the water ; which at the
¢ {pring is extremely clear and bright. Its tafte is fteely,
¢ but not difagreeable; it has hardly any fmell, though
¢ fometimes, in a denfe air, its ferruginous exhalations
¢ are very diftinguifhable, In point of heat, it is in-
¢ yariably temperate; the {pring lying {o deep in the
¢ earth, that neither the heat of {ummer nor the cold of
¢ winter affeéts it. .

“ When this water is firft taken up, its particles con-
¢ tinue to reft till 1t 1s warmed to nearly the heat of the
¢¢ atmofphere ; then a few airy globules begin to feparate
¢ themfelves, and adhere to the fides of the glafs, and in
“a few hours a light copper coloured fcum begins to
¢ float on the {urface ; after which an ochreous fediment
¢ fettles at the hottom. Long continued rains fometimes
¢ give the water a milky appearance; but do not other=
<t wife fenfibly affet it., From the experiments of dif-
¢ ferent phyficians, it appears, that the compotent parts
“ of this water are fteely particles, marine {falts, an oily
¢ matter, an ochreous fubftance, fimiple water, and a vo-
¢ latile vitriolic fpirit too fubtile for any chymical ana-
¢ lyfis. In weight, it isin feven ouncesand a quarter, four
“ grains lighter than the German Spa (to which it is
¢¢ preferable on that account) and ten grains lighter than
‘¢ common water. It requires five drops of oleum ful-
“ phuris, or elixir of vitriol, to a quart of water, to pre-
# ferve its virtues to a diftance from the fpring. This

 water 1s {a1d to be an imprcgnntion of rain i1n fome

* of the ncighbouring eminences, which abound in
¢ jron mineral ; where it is further enriched with the
“ marine falts and all the valuable ingredients which

114 con=
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conftitute it a light and pure chalybeate; which in-

¢ flantly fearches the moft remote recefles of the hu-

“ man frame, warms and invigorates the relaxed con-
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{titution, reftores the weakened fibres to their due tone
and elafticity, removes thofe obftructions to which the
minuter veflels of the body are liable, and is confe-
quently adapted to moft cold chronical diforders, low-
nefs of {pirits, weak digeftions, and nervous complaints.
¢ At Sydenham, in the parifh of Lewifham, there are

¢ fome fprings of medicinal purging water, which, from

their nearnefs to Dulwich, in the county of Surry, bear

¢ the name ot Dulwich Wells; though there are fome

of the fame kind in that parifh, but they are of an in-
ferior quality, and not fo plentiful in quantity.
¢ Thefe fprings in this hamlet are at the foot of a

 hill, about twelve in number, The hill and ground

adjoining is a ftiff clay, with fome wood upon it,

¢ Thele are next to thofe of Epfom, being difcovered

about the year 1040.

¢ The hole dug is about nine feet deep, and the water
about half a yard deep; being emptied every day.
The bottom is a loam, as is the hill; and where the
water iflues in, is found the lapis lutofo-vitriolicus,
which glitters with vitriolic fparkles, and is divided
into parcels by the trichits,

¢ This water purges very quick; it is bitter, like the
Epfom waters ; it curdles with foap or milk, equally
to them, and much more than thofe at Richmond,

¢ Dr, Allen publifhed his account of thefe wells in the
year 1699 ; though there had been before, in 1681, a
treatife on them, publifhed at London, in 12mo, by
Dr. John Peter, Phyfician, under the name of Lew-
ifham, vulgarly called Dulwich Wells, in Kent; in
C4 ¢ which
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¢ which were fhewn the time and manner of their dif-
“ covery, the minerals with which they are impregnated,
¢ and the feveral difeafes experience has found them
“ good for, with direltions for the ufe of them ; and
“in No. 461, p. 835, of the Philofophical Tranfaétions,
““is an account of a new purging {pring at the Green
¢ Man at Dulwich, 1739, by Mr. Martyn.

¢ Near the weft end of the bridge, oppofite the Store-
¢ keeper’s houfe of the royal powder-mills at Faverfham,
“ there 1s a ftrong chalybeate fpring, which on trial has
“ been proved to be nearly equal to thofe of Tunbridge
“ Wells.”

SEcT. VI.— Water.

THis county poffefles advantages fuperior to any
other in point of navigation, from its extenfive range of
{ea-coaft, and the two great navigable rivers, the Thames
and Medway, befides thofe of lefs note, the Stour and
the Rother. The two former are navigable for the largeft
thips to Woolwich and Chatham, and for fmall craft to
a very great diftance. % The Stour and the Rother ad-
“ mit coafting-veflels to Sandwich and Rye. The
¢¢ Raveniborn, the Cray, and the Darent, are {mall
¢ creeks or ftreams that fall into the Thames; the firft
¢ at Deptford, the others in one channel at Longreach.
¢ Moft of the marfh-land of this county is along the
¢ margin, or at the mouths of thefe rivers, or has been
“formerly covered with the waters ot ancient havens

“ and ports, now in a great meafure obliterated. Thefe
“rivers likewife have formed iflands towards their
“ mouths. Thus the Thames and the Medway, at their
“ extremities, contributed their waters jointly to the fe-
¢ paration of the Ifle of Graine from the main land, but

¢ the

£
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¢ the channel is now filled up. The Swale, one of the
«¢ mouths of the Medway, in like manner cuts off
¢¢ Shepey from the continent of Eaft Kent., Graine is
¢ throughout low and marfhy, and is about three miles
¢¢ and a half long, and two and a half wide.”

H:Dfr“: 's Kent.

CuarTeEr IL

STATE OF PROPERTY.

SEcT. I. — Eflates.

THE property in land in this county is very much
divided, there being few extenfive pofieflions but
what are interfe€ted by other perfons property ; and, ac=
cording to Mr, Hafted, ¢ this diftribution of frecholds
“cements a good underftanding between the gentry and
‘¢ yeomen, their lands being everywhere fo much inter-
““mixed one with the other, obliges them to a mutual
‘¢ civility for their own intereft and convenience j nor are
¢ the latter fo much dependent on the gentry as the inha-
* bitants of moft other counties, by copyhold or cuftomary
“¢ tenures, of which there are very few in it; which ftate
““ of freedom is produtive of good-will and kindnefs from
““ the one fort to the other; there being no part of the

“ king-
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“ kingdom where the peoplc are more quictly governed,
“ or {ubinit with more pleafure to the laws and magif=
¢ tracy of the country.”

The number of yeomanry of this county feems annu-
ally on the increafe, by the eftates which are divided and
fold to the occupiers, There is no defcription of per-
fons who can afford to give fo much money for the pur-
chafe of an eftate as thofe who buy for their own occu-
pation. Many in the eaftern part of this county have
been {o fold, within thefe few years, for forty, and fome
for fifty years purchafe, and upwards.

¢ The number of frecholds in the county of Kent, are
* fuppofed to be about nine thoufand ; which is furpriz-
“ ing, confidering the large pofleflions which the two
¢ epidcopal diocefes, the two cathedrals of Canterbury
“ and Rochefter, and feveral of the colleges of Oxford
“ and Cambridge, and other bodies corporate, are en-
¢ titled to in it ; which, ata rack-rent, are computed at
“ upwards of 80,000/, per annum, befides parfonages

¢ and portions of tithes,” Hafled,

SEcT. Il. — Zenures.
“ THE focage tenures of ancient demefne, and gavel-
¢ kind, prevail over thiscounty, The former of which

« confifts of thofe lands and manors which were the

-

“¢ ancient inheritance of the crown, and alually in the
‘¢ hands of it in the time of King Edward the Confeflor,
¢ or William the Conqueror ; and which appear to have
‘“ been fo by the great furvey of Doemf{day, in the Exche-

€

quer, in which they are entered, under the title of
% Terra Regis.

¢ Moft of thefe have been, from time to time, granted
¢ out to private fubjelts, but the tenants of them under

““ the crown, were not all of the fame order and degree ;

s 1ome

L%
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{fome of them continued for a long time in abfolute
villeinage, dependent on the will of the lord ; and thofe
that fucceeded them in their tenures, now differ from
common copyholders in only a few points. Others were
in a great meafure enfranchifed by the royal favour,
holding their lands by the better fort of villein-fervi-
ces: all which are now changed into pecuniary rents 3
in confideration of which they had many immunities
and privileges granted to them; fuch as to try the
1'1g1],[ of their property in a prUli?l]’ court of their
own, called a court of ancient demefne ; not to pay
toll, or taxes; not to contribute to the expences of
the knights of the thire; not to be put upon juries,
and the like.
“ The latter of thefe, the focage tecnure of gavel-
kind, prevails in general over this county; to which,
within the bounds of it, therce are certain {pecial cuf-
toms inherent, called anciently Confuetudines Kantie,
being the commen law of Kent,
¢ Various arc the opinions of our antiquaries, con-
cerning the etymology of the word Gavelkind ; but
that which is moft natural, and beft fupported both by
reafon and authority, is drawn from the nature of the
fervices.
¢ According to this expofition of the term, it 1s de-
rived from the Saxon word cAFoL, or GAVEL, which
fignifies rent, or a cuftomary performance of hufban-
dry works; and, thercfore, they called the lands, which
yicld this kind of fervice, Gavelkind; that is, the
kind of land that yields rent.
<¢ If this is the true etymology, it is plain that gavel-
kind, taken in the ftrifteft fenfe of the word, denotes
the tenure of the land only; and that the pﬂrtilnilit}',
and other cuftomary qualities, are rather extrinfie
¢ and
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and accidental to gavelkind, from the cuftomary laws
of the place, than neceffanly comprehended under
that term.

“ Gavelkind lands are not peculiar to the county of
Kent; there are many inflances of them in different
parts of this realm, which are faid to partake of the
nature and cuftom of gavelkind : a ftile they have af-
fumed fince the difgavelling ftatute of the 3ift of
King Henry VIIL.; before which they are never
mentioned as gavelkind land, but only that they
were fuch as were partible, and had been parted : and
fo peculiar is this tenure efteemed to be to this county,
that, whereas in all other places, the claimant is
obliged to fet forth particularly the cuftom whereon
he founds his right to the lands, as being of the nature
and tenure of gavelkind ; in this county it is fufficient
to fhew the cuftom at Jarge, and to fay that the
lands lie in Kent, and are of the nature of gavelkind ;
of which all lands lying in the county are prefumed to
be, till the contrary be made to appear. And this is
the reafon why the books called Gavelkind in this
county, by a higher appellation that is given to any
ather cuftom, viz. the common law of Kent.”

Hafled’s Kent,

CuaptTeR
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BUIEDINGS.

SEcT. I. — JHMJE: of Proprietors.

PFVHERE are between twenty and thirty noblemens

feats in this county, befides many elegant and large
manfions of the gentry, and abundance of modern built
houfes of great value belonging to merchants, and other
wealthy trade{men of the metropolis, &c. To give a par-
ticular defcription of every feat and manfion, will very
far exceed the limits of this work, and take more time
than 1s allowed for completing it. 1 hope, therefore,
that I fhall be excufed in referring the Honourable
Board and reader to Hafted’s hiftory of this county,
where every feat, manfion, and park, are ably and cle-

gantly defcribed.

Skec 1. II. — Farm-Houfes and Offices.

THERE are fome few inftances of modern built houfes
for the ufe of the farmers; but the chief part are very
old, large, and ill contrived, the upper ftories generally
proje&ing over the under ones. Thefe old houfes are, in
many parts of the county, built with chefnut, where
now no chefnut-timber is to be feen : the offices about
them are as badly contrived as the houfes themfelves.
This part ofthe rural ceconomy of this county flands
much in need of a reform. On moft of the middle and
finall fized farm-houfes and offices, thatch is the com-

Ton
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mon covering; which is puton, particularly in the eaft-
evn part, much worfe than in any other part of the
kingdom that has fallen under my view. The ftubble of
wheat is raked up for this purpofe ; which being often
done in the winter, when by rainy feafons it is become
kalf rotten, of courle cannot laft a long time on a build-
ing. The farm-houfes in the Ifle of Thanet are, in gene-
ral, exceedingly neat and convenient; and from fome of
them are feen the moft beautiful profpe@s of Eaft Kent,
the Downs, and coaft of France.

SecrT. Il — Cr;h‘.-zgﬁ.

THE cottages are of {uch various kinds, that it is im-
poflible to give any other account of them, than to fay
that they are in general comfortable habitations for far-
ming labourers. They are built, fome with bricks and
tiles ; but the greater part, efpecially of the oldeft, with
plaiftered wall, and are covered with thatch. There are
very few but what have a fufficient plot of land annexed
to them for the growth of vegetables; and a great many in
fome parts of the county afford keep for a cow. Thofe,
which have a garden of from twenty to lhirry perches,
ufually let from 2/ to 3. per annum, fome more and
athers lefs, according to fituation and other cireum-
ftances: thofe which have land enough to keep a cow,
let from 4/. to §/. per annum,

Some writers on this fubje& have taken confiderable
pains to fhew, it would be a great advantage for every
cottager to have two or three acres of land, that they
might each keep a cow and two or three hogs, and raife
plenty of potatoes : but gentlemen who recommend this,
in their humanity to the individuals who are to be bene-
fitted, lofe fight of what would be the mifchievous

cffefls
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effects to the community, by the lofs of their labour.

4

will venture with great confidence to predi&;, that if every

farming cottager, or, In other words, every farmer’s
labourer in the kingdom, could be fo accommodated, a
famine would inevitably be the confequence in a fhort
fpace of time 3 for my experience has taught me to ob-

{erve, that few men willlabourhard any farther than ne-

ceffity compels them to do {o; and it is clear, that any
cottager who has two or three acres of land, keeps a
cow, and two or three !1(1{_;';,‘ and oTOWS P!U!l[}’ of pota-
toes, is not much neceflitated to labour for others.
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SE ¢ T. 1. — Size of Farms, and Clharager of the

Larmers.

HE fize of farms is generally createft in the
pooreft parts of the county. Many fmall farms,

of from ten to fourteen acres each, are found in the
richeft foils, and few there excéed 200 acres; but where
land is poor, there are many as large as 300 acres, and
fome €00, or more. Many writers on agriculture have

condemned the praétice of adding fmall farms together,

ik

under an idea that it tends to increafe the price of pro-
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vifions, and decreafe population; but from all the obfér«
vations that 1 have made for the laft twenty years, I am
perfuaded that the large farmers, generally fpeaking,
make the land more produétive in the grofs than the
fmaller farmers do, becaufe they generally make greater
exertions in improving their land; and of courfe, large
farms muft have a tendency to lower the price of pro-
vifions, It is very true, that a number of fmall farmers
on a given traét of land, will rear more poultry and
eggs, and perhaps make more butter, than one farmer on
the fame quantity of land ; but the one farmer will raife
more mutton, wool, beef, and pork, and grow moft corn ;
and will employ a much greater number of labourers
than the {fmall farmers on the fame tra& of land ; and
confequently population will be increafed rather than be
diminifhed by large farms, At any rate, there ought to
be no reftraint, as fome writers have recommended, in
the letting of farms; for if it were fo, men of large
capitals could not be accommodated ; by which many of
the moft fpirited improvers in agriculture would be
driven perhaps out of the kingdom; and if not, their
money would either lie idle, or be employed in fome
other purfuit with much lefs advantage to the commu-
nity.

The occupicers of the fmall farms in general, work
themfelves much harder, and fare worfe than other
labourers, or many journeymen mechanics. Thofe of the
higher clafs, the large occupiers and principal yeomanry,
are a very refpettable clafs of fociety, and have a great
weight in the political fcale of the county.

Mr. Hafted fays, ¢ The yecomanry which in moft
€ other parts of the kingdom is confined to the common
¢ people only, as indeed the name fhews, for it is fo
“ called from the Saxon word cEmEN, which fignifies

 common,

e Ny O
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¥ common, is extended much higher in Kent; for it
¢ here likewife comprehends the principal farmers and
* landholders, who, either from their education or in=
“ tercourfe of life, are not eftecemed by the gentry of
*¢ equal rank with themfelves; and yet, in point of wealth
“and pofleffions, they are frequently fuperior to many of
¢ them, who though they write themfelves Yeomen,
*“ yet arc ufually and very properly ftyled Gentlemen-
¢ Farmers; for befides the largenefs of their holdings,
“ which are from 400/, to 1200/ per annum, they have,
€ in general, good eftates and freeholds of their own,
¢ and fome, even to the amount of what they hire.”
Befides the yeomen, before mentioned, there is an in-~
finite number of farmers, not having or pofleffing a free-
hold, who occupy from 40/ to 200L or 4c0l. a year.
The fmaller farmers are in general a very induftrious

and fober fet of men, fare hard, and live with great

frugality. The great occupiers, who have property in
ftock of from 1 to 2, or 3000l live, as they ought,
more at their eafe; but as to making of fortunes by far=
ming, there is no fuch thing that ever came to my know-
ledge ; the competition is too great to admit of it; in-
flances have been known of great wealth being left by
old farmers, who have never had any other occupation ;
but then they have, perhaps, had no family, or never
fpent any thing beyond the expences of a common la-
bourer, fo that the fortune has been faved by the fimple
operation of compound intereft; or, perhaps, thefe per-
fons have held their farms for a long feries of years, at
a rent of great favour.




AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

Wy
fn

SEcT. Il. — Rents.

Tuere are many farms which let as low as gy
per acre ; and others, at every other price betwecn
that fum and 305 ; while fome particular fields of
rich land, in the vicinity of great towns, as pafture,

R \
h as 3, 4, or

garden, hop-ground, &c. may let as |

1107
i

it =
5/ per acre,

The rent is, I believe, invariably paid in money ; all
ancient cuftoms of paying in kind, and perfonal fervices,
being abolifhed or compounded for, except in fome
trifling cafes ; where a landlord ftipulates for a load or
two of ftraw annually, or the carriage of a few coals, the
keep of a young hound, or fome fuch thing of little con-
{equence.

The payments are ufually made half-yearly 3 that
which is due at Lady-day, at Midfummer ; and that due
at Michzlmas, at Chriftmas; generally allowing the
tenant one quarter’scredit, Infome few inftances, a half
year is given them, paying one half year under another,
Perhaps I may not be very wide of the truth, if I flate
the average rent of the county to be 155 per acre;
which will make for the whole, 896,000 acres, 672,000/

Srer. . — Zathes.

IN many parts of this county, the tithes are colleéted
in kind ; in others, they are compounded for on terms
which will be hereafter mentioned.

In the Ifle of Thanet, the whole of the retorial tithes
are colle@ed, but the vicarial are chicfly compounded

for; part is neither collefted nor compounded at pre-

fent, nor has been for fome years, owing to a litigation
about
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’bout the right to the tithe of turnips, &c. In the
caftern part of the county, the re&orial
variably paid in kind,

are almoft in-
and the vicarial moftly compoun-
ded for, excepting in fome inftances, where there are
difagreements between the vicars and their par:{hioners,
The rich lands about the towns of Faverfham, Sind-
wich, and Deal, have their tithes chiefly colle&ed. 1In
the Ifle of Shepey, the fame. There have been fome
difagreements refpefling the vicarial tithes in the parifh
of Minfter, which are now fettled, by paying as.
per pound on the rent, and an addition of 64.
per acre for uplands, gd. for marfh lands, and
1s. for mowing meadows ; by which, an acre of
upland, that lets for gs. per acre, pays Is. to the lay-
improprietor ; an acre of marfh land, that lets for 10s,
Pays 1s. 9d.; and an acre of meadow, that lets
for 1/, pays 3s. or, reduced to a fration,
The poor land pays 8-joths
The middling - 7-40ths
The beft - 6-40ths
About Maidftone, the tithe of corn

IoFits rent, in lieu of
jvicarial tithe.

1s generally com-
pounded for; wheat, from 6 to 7% per acre; and Lent-
corn, from 4 to §s. per acre,

In the Weald of Kent, tithes are compounded for3
wheat from § to 65, Per acre; oats 3s,; beans, peafe,
and barley, from 3 to 4s.: feeds and meadow, 2s5. In
Romney Marfh, the grafs lands (except in the parifh
of Lydd #*) pay a modus in licu of tithe; fome of 44,
fome 84. and others 15, per acre; and corn lands pay a
compofition of from 4 to 6r. Some parithes pay-

* The modus for this parith was deftroved fome years fince, owing
to the parifhioners defiring to have it lowered ; to which the vicar con-
fented, and afterwards recovered the tithes.

D2 ing
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ing the low modus of grafs, if it is mown, pay
15, per acre. A fair commutation for tithe, I think,
would occafion a great number of improvements in
agriculture; for even in the Ifle of Thanet, where the
land in general is cultivated in the moft fuperior ftile,
there are fome improvements yet to make; for there are
{feveral fields of poor thin chalky lands, on the hills, in
the vicinity of Margate and Ramfgate, that were never
known to have any manure carried on them; which,
doubtlefs, would pay very well for mending, after a few
years, 1f the occupier had the whole of the produce to
himfelf; but the mifchief is, that if he is at a great ex-
pence in purchafing town-dung, or getting fea-weeds up
the cliffs for this land, he is probably a confiderable
lofer the firft two or three years by his induftry; when
at the fame time, the tithe-gatherer, who is at no part of
the expence, trouble, or hazard, gets corn each year,
perhaps equal in value to two or three years purchafe of
the land in its unimproved ftate: hence it is, that fome
of the poor lands lie negle&ted. If a fair commutation
for tithe 4 could be devifed, fo as to fatisfy all parties,
there can be no doubt but that the produé of this ifland,
great as it already is, would be much increafed by the
additional ftock of produtions from that circumftance

I (8
There

+ I cannot believe that the tithe was ever confidered by the farmers
as an objeétion to improvement. I do not believe it was ever thought
of : ten to one are too great odds, Note by W. B. Efy.

1 Having fent a manufcript copy of this report to an ingenious friend
m Thanet, he returned it with the following remark :

¢ Whatever may be the 11l effefts of tithe taken in kind, or whether
any, I fhall not here enquire into, but only remark, that the thin
chalky land on the hills, in the vicinity of Margate and Ramfgate, are
not indebted to the tithe-gatherer for their little produce, but to the
inability of the occupiers, who are, guncra!ly fpeaking, in mean circum-
ftances ; carters, machine-drivers, &c. &c. who plough, &c. whea
they can, in feafon or our of feafon. The fame kind of land in the oc-
cupation of the wealthy farmers, exhibits a very different appearance to

the
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There would be another very confiderable advantage
to the public, in the faving of labour in harveft, by the
corn being carried into the occupier’s barns in much lefs
time than it is carried into thofe of the parfonage : the
latter being frequently at a great diftance from fome part
of the parith, much time is fpent in getting the corn
home. The value of the difference of the labourer, be-
tween carrying the tithe-corn into the parfonage and far-
mer’s barn, is juft fo much lofs to the public ; and 1f
rightly calculated for the whole kingdom, would amount
to an immenfe fum * 4+, Among the difadvantages to

D 3 the

the eye of the fpe&ator; and produces a more ample return to the
pocker of the occupier,”

Thhis is molt certainly the cafe in fome meafure ; but there is a much
greater quantity of p::-..r unimproved land occupied by farmers, than
by carters and machine-drivers, Nafth Court Farm, near Margate, has
{feveral (core acres, which in all probability would have been manured
before this time, had they been tithe-free. Editor,

§ What is meant by a fair commutation for tithe, I know not. An
equivalent, or a commutation that would fatisfy all parties, is perhaps
impoffible. The public good, however, certa anly requires, that the
moft equitable one that can be devifed fhould take place, whether the
parties immediately concerned are fatisfed or not. The Surveyor's
reafonings are undoubtedly juft and conclufive, and the objeétions of
his correfpondent, however plaufible they may appear to the {uperficial
obferver, are of no weight as to the main objet 1in queftion.

Nute by an unknown Gentlentan, tranfmitted to the Honourabfe
Beard of Agricilture.

|| All the great, or corn tithes, are in lay-hands (excepting a fmall
portion of Minfter) and are all taken in kind ; and this report ftates
agnculture in a very flourifthing ftate in Thanet It would, perhaps,
enlighten the queftion, if a fair comparifon could be made with firi&t
umpartiality between a tithe-free farm and fome of the beft cultivated
and managed farms fubjeét to the tithe-gatherers in Thanet and Eaft
Kent. The local advantage of an inexhauflible {fupply of manure from
the fea, is fufficient to counterbalance the difadvantage of payment
of tithe in kind, and feems to be the true reafon why fo much of the
poor land has been impruvcd. Note dya (.'.'“e'rh._r’]'m;m in Thanet.

* There are very few inftances of the clergy taking tithe in kind
in this county.  Remark by the Rev. Mr. Price of Lymage,

But they let them to others that do, which is the fame thing to the
cultivator. Edliter, <

D 2 -_rl'!




28 AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

the public in the collefion of tithe in kind, the quarrels

between neighbours, who perhaps would otherwile te
very good friends, is a very material onej and more
particularly where the tithe-gatherer happens to be the
clergyman; but this is feldom the cafe in the ifle of
Thanet, the tithe there being moftly in lay-hands.

There are immenfe quantities of poor land in Eaft Kent,
which experience has proved, might be made to pro-
duce good crops of turnips and clover, that never yet
have produced either; but the expence is fo great to the
occupier, with the idea before him that another may
reap the greateft benefit, that hardly any perfon is will-
ing to fet about improving his lands on fuch terms. Crops
of wheat and barley have been lately preduced upon
fome of the chalky downs, by means of improvements
from turf-burning, that were worth more than the fee-
nimple of the land on which they grew. But they were
raifed on lands that paid no tithe; and that circumftance
was the principal inducement tomake the exertion. Let
tithes be compounded for, if it were only for one term
of twenty years, and turnips, clover, mutton, and wool,
would increafe in an aftonifhing degree. Farmers then

To this may be added, the lofs by weather and the depredations of
cattle, &c. to which the tithe-gatherer is particularly fubjeét in a wet
harveft, Anote by H. G. Fauffett, Efg.

+ The author is a tithe-gatherer to a confiderable amount, and of
courfe intercfied in the collection of tiche ; but feeing, as he does, the
many obftructions to all agricultural improvements, together with
many other inconveniencies and loffes to the public, by means of tithes ;
and being called upon for his opinion, he feels it his duty to give his
{entiments, ‘.

As this note is intended to give weight to the author’s obfervations
on tithe, his candour would have been more confpicuous, had he ftated
the proportion of land he pays the tithe of, and what he collefts, and
left the public to judge how far he is interefted in the colleftion.

Remark by a Clergyman,

He gollects full three times as much tithe as he pays. Editor.

would
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would have the fatisfaction of reaping the fruits of their
own labour; and would fet about turf-bu irning, and every
fcheme they could devife, to mend that land which they
now care but little about.

SEc 1. IV, — Poor Rates.

THE expences of the poor vary fo exceedingly in the
different parifhes throughout this county, that it will be
impoffible for me to make any exa report on this fub-
je€t.  Some parifhes expend no more than 6d. in the
pound on their rents, while many others exceed even 5
or 6s, It is a general complaint, that thefe expences
ar¢ annually on the increafe, There are, however,
feveral corporations lately ere&ted, under Mr, Gil-
bert’s a& of parliament, which are yet in their infancy .
but, even in this early ftag€they afford a fair profpeét
of anfwering the integgies of reducing the poor rates:
at all events they d lif &t ge idlenefs, and bring up poor
children in habits of virtue and induftry, The exaét
expences of the poor, for the laft three years, in the ten
parifhes of the Iile of Thanet, I have been favoured with
by the different parith-officers, and are as follows :

St.
Poor, Police.

Lo s de. Lo B &
Sarre, about 300 0 ©
Nicholas 728 0 0
Monkton 973 © ©

Birchington 8¢g o o 6 10 41
Woodchurch 252 o o

Minfter 1449 0 o%*

L4606 o o

Of this fum the panfh of Minfter has expended in rents for poor
people, who were not able to pay them,

Dy From
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Poor. Police.

o Fio st dil RS S g

Brought over 4606 0 o
St. John Baptift 3786 o o 17 © O
; St. Peter the Apoftle 1972 0 o
St. Lawrence 4019 0 ©
R Stonore 34 0 O

3)14417 © ©

—

Average of 3 years, £ 4805 13 4

or annual expence of maintaining the poor of the Ifle of
\ Thanet; which is, for every acre of land, 3s. 614,

If the expences of the poor rates for the whole county
may, with any degree of propriety, be eftimated from this
particular averagey; viz. 3s. 64d. per acre, — then for
896,000 acres in the county, the whole amount is
158,606/, 13s. 4d.

Lo 18, d.

From Eafter 1790, to Eafter 1791, 8§ ¢ o
1791, 10 -— 1792, 14 = 6

1792, 10 == 1793, 19 12 b6

One very great impediment to any effeftual reform in the manage.
ment of the poor in Thanet, arifes from the different jurifditions of the
county, of Sandwich, and of Dover within it.

[ the jurifdi&tion of

the County. Of Sandawich. Of Dover.
St. Lawrence, Ramfgate, The whole of
only part; The remainder of Birchington,
Minfter, all; St. T.awrence, Ditto of Mar-
4 A Monkton, all; Sarre, gate,
St. Nicholas, The remainder of Ditto of St, Pe-
only part, St. Nicholas. ter. +

Note by a friend in Thanet.

t Thefe local juridiftions are very inconvenient, both to the
county at large and to the places themfelves. The power of magi-
ftrates is rendered of fmall effcét ; and many a frurdy roguc cfcapes the
punithment he deferves, Note by H. G. Fauffei, Efg.

This
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This may perhaps be erroneous, becaufe, in the ten
parifhes of the ifland, there are two populous towns,
whereas in the 413 parifhes of the county there are only
forty-one towns, including the two cities, which is nearly
double the number of towns 1n the ifland in proportion
to the county ; but, 1n oppofition to this, my informa-
tion from the Weald of Kent is, that poor rates there
are very high; generally fpeaking, from 3 to 6s. in the
pound, and fome as high as 7s. {o that, upon the whole,
this eftimate for the county may perhaps I# not far from
the truth.

SeEcT. V.— Leafes.

There are many eftates in Kent held by leffees, under
the churches of Canterbury and Rochefter; and fome
under the Crown ; others under the colleges of the univer-
fities of Oxford and Cambridge. Many are held on three
lives, under fines of renewal as they drop; others under
twenty-one years, renewable every feven, on pdying a
fine as may be agreed upon by the parties, and fubje&t
to a fmall annual rent.

The value of thefe leafes varies much, according to
local circumftances ; but itis generally eftimated at about
fourteen years purchafe.

The lcafes granted to the occupying tenants are al-
ways for years; from feven to eleven, fourteen, and
twenty-one : fourteen is the moft ufual term : the time
of cntering 1s generally on the 1oth of O&ober. The
barns, and farm-yard for foddering cattle, are always
referved to the outgoing tenants until May-day fol-
lowing.

The ufual covenants are for the landlord to repair all
buildings, gates, ftiles, and bridges ; alfo timber-fences,
and the lead of glals windows; and to pay the land-tax,

quit-
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quit-rents, and wall-fcotts, where there are any. The
tenants covenant to find carriage for all materials for re-
pairs, with ftraw for thatch, and beer for workmen.

In fome cafes the tenants pay half the workmanfhip
of repairs ; and they are generally reftrained from felling
ftraw, and in fome parts of the county hay, except on
the condition of buying for every load of hay {old, a
certain quantity of dung; which is an excellent cove-
nant for both parties, becaufe it has a tendency to pre-
vent an eftate being injured by carrying away its pro-
duce without a fuitable return. Many of the leafes of
the prefent time are mere copies of old ones, that have
been handed down through feveral generations, and are
by fome farmers, if ever they read them, but little un-
derftood. Leafes fhould be fimplified, and made as fhort
as poffible, and written in terms eafily comprehended by
the meaneft capacity; all repetitions fhould be avoided,
and no covenants whatever inferted but what arc ab-
folutely neceflary, Some farmers are bound to fow
wheat after beans, on land not fit to produce beans; to
leave a quantity of podware gratten* for a wheat tilth
on farms, where fome forts of podware are the worft tilth
known to fow wheat upon ; and on dry upland farms, where
turnips and clover are known improvements, there is
not the leaft mention of thefe articles, not even a cove-
nant to leave an acre of cither at the end of the term,
nor to deftroy wild oats, charlock, or thiftles,

For want of a reform in this department of farming
bufinefs, eftates are often much injured, and incoming
tenants half ruined in getting their farms in good order,
It is the intereft of every tenant, having a term of years
in his farm, not only to keep it in a good condition, but

* A local term for ftubble.

o
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to improve it till within the laft two or three years; and,
confequently, not many reftritions are neceflary during
that period. It is requifite, therefore, only to make it
equally his intereft to keep the farm in good condition
during the remainder of the term ; which would be moft
etfectually done, by compelling him or his heirs to allow
for damzges, as the clergy do for dilapidations.

Leaies of twenty-one years, for all parties concerned,
are, 1n my humble opinion, preferable to fhorter ones;
becaule every tenant can afford to otve more rent, if he
has the fecurity of enjoying the benefit of his own im-
provements; and tenants can get more profit from
land they occupy in fecurity ; becaufe then they keep
it in good order, and {pend their money freely on im-
provements : by which an increafe of every kind of agrie
cultural produétion is raifed ; and the tenant, landlord,
and public, are all benefited by the meafure.

SEc T, VL. — Expence and Profit.

I fhall not pretend to give the Honourable Board, and
the public, a particular and accurate account of the ex-
pence and profit of the agriculture of this county : it is
abfolutely out of my power to make fuch a ftatement;
and I fhall aim only at giving a general idea of the fub-
je&t.

The prevailing opinion, for a great length of time,
has been, that the average expences of a farm, in the
common routine of management, are twice the rent;
but my obfervations of late convince me, that the ex-
pence 1s much more, and often three, four, and fome-
times, five times the rent. Generally fpeaking, he is the
beft farmer, and makes the moft profit, whofe expences
are greateft, provided his money is laid out with
judgment and aeconomy.

The
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The expence of ftocking a farm, and carrying on the
bufinels of the year, is from three to four, and in
fome cafes 54 per acre; and always higheft when in
the hands of the moft ikilful and fpirited cultivators,
The ignorant, timid, and penurious farmer is at the
leaft expence in cultivating his land ; but, for that reafon,
he has the leaft produce from it. Individuals and the ftate
are moft benefited by a fpirited cultivation.

With regard to profit, ten or twelve per cent, is ufu-
ally made on the capital employed; more or lefs in pro-
portion to the 1kill, {pirit, and induftry of the agri-
culturift.

Suppofing the opinions heretofore ftated, as to the rent,
ftock, and produce, to be nearly the truth, then the ac-
count of the whole county will ftand thus :

Rent for 896,000 acres, at 15s. £672,000
Average produce(fay thrice that fum)2,0: 6,000
Capital employed, at 3l. peracre * 2,688,000
Profit, ftated at the average produce,
of eleven per cent. on the capital l 395,680
employed J

Allowing the farmers five per cent. each for their capi-
tal (the value, if it were not employed in agriculture)
then the value of the agricultural induftry of the farmers
of this county will be fix per cent. of the capital, or
£161,280.

Where gentlemen take farms into their own hands,
generally fpeaking, their produce and profit muft be
ftated at confiderably lefs; for, from a want of prattical
knowledge of the fubje&, and not condefcending to ftoop
to the minutiz of the bufinefs, they are fubje&t to various

* Too little for arable farms ; but taking grafs-land, wood, wafte, &c.
L= =
may perhaps be near the truth,

impofitions

(it
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impofitions from their tradefmen and labourers ; which oc-
cafion much lofs of time and profit. Some inftances,
however, occur of fpirit and great application producing
effelts creditable to the owners, and beneficial to {uch
of their neighbours who are wife enough to follow good
examples.

Crsrrer N.

IMPLEMENTS.

HE Kentifh turn-wreft plough is almeft the only

one ufed or known. BSome few inftances of trials

of the Suffolk ploughs, which go with two horfes abreaft,
and are driven by the ploughman, occur, but they have
not been found to anfwer the purpofe of the farmers of
thiscounty, and are in confequence laid afide for the native
amplements ; which, for all forts of {oils, and all required
depths of ploughing, is the beft T have ever feen and tried,
It confifts of a beam of oak ten feet long, five inches deep,
and four broad; behind which is a foot, five inches by
three and a half, and three feet and a half long; on the
top of which the handles are placed ; the foot is tenoned
to the end of the beam, and mortifed at the bottom to
the end of the chep. Through the beam, at two feet
five inches diftance from the foot, 1s a fheath of oak feven

inches
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inches wide, and one and a half thick, which is mortifed
into the chep in an oblique direétion, fo that the point of
the thare is twenty-two inches diftant from the beam.
The chep to which the fhare is fixed is five feet long,
four inches wide, and five inches deep, The fhare is of
hammered iron, weighs about thirty -two pounds, is
twenty inches long, and from four inches and a half to
feven inches wide at the point.

The upper end of the beam refts on a carriage with
two whecls, three feet two inches high. On the axle-
tree is a gallows, on which is a fliding bolfter, to let up
and down. Through the centre of the axle is a clafp-~
iron, to which is fixed a ftrong chain, called a tow, that
comes over the beam, fo fixed, as by means of notches
(ora pin called a check) to let the whole plough out a
greater length from the axle, thereby letting it down to a
greater depth.

This implement, altogether, is moft certainly a very
hecavy one, and, from 1ts conftruction, muft be made
very ftout; as otherwife either the beam or chep wiil
break with the force of four ftrong horfes, when it comes
fuddenly againft a rock, or any ftiff place in the foil, a
hard beaten path, or root of a tree, &c. It is remarkable
for going well among flints and rocks. With thefe
ploughs the foil may be turned up a great depth, and laid
quite flat, without any Kind of furrow being left open ;
which 1s a great advantage in a dry foil. They coft, with
every kind of tackle fixed for drawing them, entirely new,
about g/ gs. each.

With thefe ploughs four horfes’ are generally ufed in
Eaft Kent; and there an acre and a half is the common
day’s work, a little more or lefs, in proportion to the fliff-
nefs or lightnefs of the foil : but in the weftern part of
the county, from the tenacity of the foil, it is neceflary to

make

——

o

and
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inake the ploughs much ftouter, and to ufe fix horfes, the
plough there being drawn by a long large iron link,
called a tow, which comes from the axle of the carriage
round the heel of the plough. In that part of the county
they feldom plough more than an acre in a day, and
fometimes not half {fo much, even when fix horfes are
employed.

In the Weald of Kent they have a foot-plough with a
turn-wrefl, for breaking up lays. They coft 2/. 15s. each.

A double plough from a Gentleman in Suffolk has
been fent to me ; and I have {pared no exertion or atten-
tion in giving it a fair trial; but it has not fucceeded,
The many flints which lie faft in the fliff foils, are con-
tinually throwing the plough out of the land; added to
which, the deep p open furrows and the uneven furface left
by this inftrament, are infurmountable objeétions, elpe-
cially where drill machines are much ufed.

A oreat variety of - ploughs and machines for dri] Imn
every {pecies of grain is ufed in this county, The [;(_ft
by far for drilling wheat, b arley, oats, peafe, tares, &c.
are made by Mr. Wellard of Deal, They are drawn by
two horfes abrealt, in a double pair of {hafts; drill ti.-n:;;
rows at a time, each feven inches apart; and are fo con-
trived as to drill any quantity ruqu?rm[ per acre. They
are very fimple in their conftruion, and not liable to get
out of order. They coft 14/, 10s. each

Harrows confift of four beams of afh, each four feet
and a half long, and two inches and a half {quare, framed
together {o as to be four feet and a half wide behind, and
four feet before: there are fix or feven teeth of ; iron
in each beam, which when new are eleven inches ]onn'
and weigh about a pound and a quarter each, QOne lm:‘r

ufually leads a pair of horfes, each drawing one harrow,

4 hcy
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They coft, with a flrong iron chain, called here a Har-
row-ftrap, about a guinea,

The carriages ufed for carrying corn to market, &c.
are called Hutches, drawn by four horfes; generally
loaded with from feven to twelve quarters of corn, ac-
cording to its weight and the diftance it is carried. They
are thirteen feet long, are made crooked at the fides, that
the width cannot be pofitively afcertained ; but are gene-
rally three feet wide before, and four behind at the bot-
tom; and about fix or eight inches wider at top, and
twenty deep: they are boarded at the fides and ends clofe
enough to carry fand. If made with wooden axletrees,
they coft about twenty guineas; if with iron, twenty-
five,

The dung-carts are of various dimenfions, but moftly
about feven feet long, and twenty inches deep ; four feet
broad behind, and three feet ten inches before; are uf-
ually drawn by two horfes, and with broad wheels ; and
with every thing new and well made, coft about eight
guineas.

Rolls of various fizes are ufed for breaking the clods;
they are made nine fect long, and from fourtecen to
twenty-four inches in diameter; coft from 34 to 10/

Wheat is reaped with a toothed fickle ; barley and oats
are mown with a long fcythe and cradle; they arc then
bound into fheaves, being drawn together on one foot
till the bundle is of fize fufficient for a band made of twe
lengths of the corn twifted together.,

Horfe-rakes are ufed for dragging together the loofe
barley left by the binders ; they are made of oak, twelve
feet long, with iron tecth fourteen inches in length and
five apart; the beam is cut four inches by three, Thefe

rakes are drawn by one hoife led by a boy, with a man
behind

el
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behind to lift it up every time it is filled with the corn.
Price from 18s. to 1/, 4s.

Wheat ftubble-rakes are ufed to drag that article toge=~
ther, made on the fame principle as the laft mentioned,
but much heavier, and two feet fhorter : the beam is five
inches by four, drawn by two horfes. Coftabout 21, 2s.

On the ftiff foils the Weft Kent double harrows are
ufed, each of which requires two horfes ; they have fix
beams, each with fix teeth ]nrcujr'f‘ring ten or twelve inches
from the wood. They coft 2/, 10s. each,

Rollers of ftone are ufed to break the {Liff foils, drawn
by fix horfes : they coft from 12/ to 14/, cach.

Near Maidftone, Hutches are made to contain two
chaldrons of coals: and coft 304 In moft other parts
they carry a chaldron and a half; and coft about 25/,
cach.

In the Weald of Kent, carriages, called bavin tugs, are
chiefly 'ufed for faggots ; and many ufe them for corn
and hay. They carry 150 faggots; each four feet long,
and three girt, The hind and fore wheels are fourteen
feet apart; by which the length of the carriage 1s {o

much, that the load lies very low, and is thereby lefs lia-
ble to be turned over; which otherwife would often be
the cale in the roads of the Weald. This implement cofts
about 15/, or 16/

fm{uﬂ‘mm:; and .-:f:-‘“;'--:'.i.f:;}rg:.i to the H 0p Grounds,

Every hop-plantation of four or five acres, requires an
oaft about fixteen feet fquare, which, built fubftantially
with the requifite ftowage room, cofts from 1 50/, to 200/.

This is furnifhed with a fet of picking batkets, about

twelve in number, which coft about §5. 64. each; alfo

a good fcale-beam, with weights and fcales; which,
together, coft about s/,

E A fhim,
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A fhim, made with a frame like a wheelbarrow, is
efteemed the beft fort; it cofts about 2/, 25. This im-
plement is a very ufeful and convenient one likewife for
tearing up weeds on fummer-fallows.

A harrow to be drawn by one horfe, with a {mall
wheel in front, to go round at the ends of the plantation,
and a pair of handles to be holden by the man who fol-
lows it, in order to keep it from bruifing the binds, This
implement cofts about 1/, 155

A large iron pecler to make holes in the land for the
poles, cofts 6s. or 5. A hop-dog, to wrench up the
poles, cofts gs.

Tha firft, and I believe the only threfhing mill in the
county, is at Betftranger, which I erefted about three
years ago. By a number of improvements, and after
many alterations, I have the fatisfaétion to find it an{wers
my purpofe extremely well. It requires four horfes,
about eight men and four boys to remove the corn from
a diftant part of the barn, feed the mill, attend a winnow-
ing-fan, and ftack the ftraw. With this afliftance, when
the corn yields well, it will threfh and half-clean three
quarters of wheat, or four of barley, or five of oats, per
hour; by which I find there is a faving of nearly one
half of the expence of threfhing, befides the advantage of
getting the corn out cleaner from the ftraw. There is,
however, no finall inconvenience attending it in fo large
a quantity of ftraw, chaff, &c. being got out at one time,
when perhaps it is not wanted ; and by that mcans, it is
cither wafted or fpoiled by negleét before it comes
to ufe.

Expence
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51
Expence and Produce of a Day’s Thre Bing,

vl el

Eight men, at 15, 84, cach - o 13 4
Four boys, at 1s. each - © 4 o
Four horfes, at 25, 64, each J Gt e

Cleauing and meaiu; f;e-:; 24 quarters of
E s + ] | o 6 Q
wheat, at 34. each -

————cry

1 13 4

—— .

which is about 15, 4d. per quarter, or, as before ftated,
about half price,

_’.’, 5o ds
Cleaning and meafuring 32 quarters of} i g
O Lo
barley, at 34. -
Other expences, as above - Ol S
1 15 4

which is fomewhat more than half price, barley being
ufually threfhed of late at about 15, 6d. per quarter,

Lo a2

Cleaning and meafuring 40 quarters of} 0

oats, at 14. per quarter - S

Other expences, as above - I 7 4
i ]

1 10 8

—_—

which is a little more than half price, they being ufually
threfhed atabout 1s. 3d. per quarter.

This mill will threfh every kind of corn cleaner thanitis
ufually done by the common mode. To afcertain which,
I {fometime fince got feveral neighbouring farmers to
have thirty-fix pounds of wheat ftraw threfhed perfeétly
clean in their refpe@ive barns, and then I had the fame

Ea weight




%2 AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

weight of ftraw threfhed after it came from the mill ;
and I found that the average produce of corn le ft in the
ftraw, by the common mode of threfhing, was half a pint
in cvery thirty~fix pounds ot firaw, more than i1s left by
the mull.

The horfe-wheel is twelve feet diameter, in which
there are 120 wooden cogs, which work into a caft iron
nut, with fourteen cogs on the end of a horizontal fhaft;
at the other end of which, within fide the barn, 1s a {pur-
wheel, with fifty-feven wooden cogs, which work 1nto 2
nut, fixed on an iron {pindle, in which 1s fourteen cogs.
On this fpindle the cylinder is placed ; it is five feet long,
and three feet in diameter, and it has four beaters lined
with thin iron plate fixed upon it, each projecting from
the face of the cylinder about two inches and a quarter.

When the horfes walk a tolerable pace, the cylinder
revolves upwards of 200 times per minute, making nine
or ten hundred ftrokes in that fpace of time. The
beaters, by the revolution of the cylinder, meet two
fluted wooden rollers working in contrary diretions,
by a wheel fixed on the horizontal fhaft; they are the
{ame length of the cylinder, and five inches diameter,
and revolve near thirty times per minute.

The corn is drawn in between thefe two rollers, from
off a feeding-board, as broad as the cylinder is long.

The beaters ftrike the corn upwards, by which the
ftraw and corn together are thrown over the cylinder,

and drop down on a grating; through which the corn
and chaff fall into a hopper, and from thence, pafs away
before a winnowing-fan, by which the chaff is {feparated
from the corn. The ftraw is pufhed off the grating by a

perfon who ftands by it, and from thence 1s by others

conveyed e:ther out into the farm-yaid, or ftacked in the

barn
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barn for future ufe. The corn, with tl inine chaff
parn for future uie, 1€ corn, with the rf'fnllﬂl]'l?} chaff,
&c. is then pafled through a winsnowine machine, and by

that made perfeltly clean.

P ———

Cagarrer VI

INCLOSING.—FENCES.—GATES.

HERE is no portion of Kent that is occupied by a
community of perfons, as in many other counties,
Qur commons for live ftock are r__;cm‘]'i:l[}' much covered
with fu','?,c', thorns, [::';\I-;L-c, or }‘.CZLIEI, with a mixture of
plots of poor grals-land; the cattle and fheep feeding
upon them, are of courfe in a half-ftarved ftate. The
total deftruction of all commonable rights, by a general
a&t of parliament for inclofing, is an obje&, in my
humble opinion, of the greateft magnitude to the
interefls of this kingdom in general, and to this county
in particular. There have been fome exertions for ac-
complifhing a divifion and inclofure of an extenfive com-
mon in Eaft Kent, within thefe few years; which failed
for want of unanimity among the perfons concerned,
The fences in the uplands confift of old hedges, fuch
as nature has formed; quickfet hedges raifed from the
berries of the white thorn, and dead hedges, made from

Jig the
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the fpare bufhes from the old hedge-rows. - Turf banks
and ftone walls are not ereed for fences in this county.

In Romney Marfh, an immenfe quantity of oaken
pofts and rails are ufed; which are brought ready pre-
pared from the neighbouring woody part of the county.,
The old hedges, of natural growth, ar ufually cut
down at from ten to twenty years old ; and the fences are
then made anew at the expence of 3d. perrod, if the hedge
is bound; and 24, without binding, Ten or eleven
ftakes, and double that number of binders, are generally
allowed to every rod. If there is a ditch along the hedge, it
is ufually fcowered out at the fame time, for 3d. per rod,
if about three feet wide, and two deep; but if wider
and decper, then a greater price is given in proportion.

Quickf{et hedges are planted on the bank, made by the
mould, dug from out of a ditch three feet wide, and two
feet deep; and an hundred plants are allowed to every
three rods.  The beft plants are bought of the nur-
ferymen, at 15, per hundred. Somectimes plants are
gathered out of the wood for 44, per hundred, by the
labourers ; but they never fucceed fo well as good clean
grown nurfery plants, There are other methods ufed ;
{ome approving a broader and deeper ditch, while others
prefer planting on level ground: but the method moft in
ufe, is the one above mentioned. The dead hedges are
made with white and black thorn-bufhes, at the expence
of from 2d. to 34. per rod for workmanthip, Thofe
made with black thorn only, and well flaked and bound,
will laft five or fix years,

The water-ditches, as fences in the marth lands, are
from eight to fourteen feet wide 3 and from three to five
feet deep, with fides fomewhat floping ; they are emptied
of the mud and rotten vegetable matter, once in eight

Or ten years; the expence of which operation, for thofe
of

of

and
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of middling dimenfions, is about 184, per rod; for thofe
of greater width, and being full of mud, 2s. per rod, or
more. The poft and rail-fences in Romney Marfh are
all made of oak, at the expence of gs. per rod, if of
three rails; but if of four, then 13s. per rod. The
digeing of new ditches cofts about 24. per cubic yard.

Gates. Such as are in common ufe are made of oak,
with five bars, at 165, per gate, for the wood-work only 3
iron hangings at 64, per pound. In thofe parts of the
county where oak is moft plentiful, the price is fome-
what lower., The gates about gentlemens feats are of
various forms, materials, and prices,

CaarpTEeEr VIL

SECE | Tillage,

HE general method of cultivating the land is with

the common turn-wreft plough, already deferibed;

by which every kind of foil, however full of flints, is
turned up to any depth, even to fourteen or fifteen
inches, when neceflfary ; and the land, by its operation,
1s left as level as if it were dug with the fpade; which is a
great advantage in dry foils: for fuch, admitting a quick
filtration of the water, require neither furrows or ridges,
and the moifture is equally diffufed over the furface of
the earth ; which cannot poflibly be effefted where it is
E 4 laid
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laid in high ridges. The ufual depth of ploughing for

all corn crops, is from five to feven inches; the poor

y turned up the fhalloweft, and

1
|

light {oils being general
the rich loams the decpeft.  Such parts of the low lands,
or {pringy hills, which are wet, are ploughed with the
turn-wreft plough, in flat ridges ; fome half 2 rod, and
others a rod in width ; the furrows between them. after
the corn is harrowed in, are opened with an old pl ugh,
with a wreft at each fide'; by which means the water in
wet {eafons pafles off, and the land is covered with an
even crop, fo that the marks of the furrows are hardly to
be perceived in the erop when the corn is out in ear :—a
very different, and furely much more beautiful objeét to
view, than the crops on high round ridges, where the
tops are always the only good crop, and the lower parts
generally a poor half-ftarved one.

The ploughmen are generally as complete workmen
as in any other part of the kingdom, They have a pride
in making good work ; but their natural fondnefs of the
horfes, frequently prompts them to take up their plough
to a fhallower depth when their malter’s back is
turned, in order to eafe their horfes; which fhews the
neceflity of a conftant and vigilant attendance of the far-
mer to his ploughmen.

The even furface left by the turn-wreft plouch, is
particularly favourable to the operations of the mower ;
and likewife is very convenient to the laying land dowr
to pafture. Upon the whole, the tillage of land is no-
where conduéted in fuch a fuperior ftile as in many parts
of this county; and nowhere are to be feen fuch good
crops on poor {oils, or crops in general fo clean and free
from weeds,

SEcT,
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o EE T 1L — Fall WIine,
i
THERE 1s not any part of agriculture which has

occafioned more difcuflion and controver(y among

writers on hufbandry, than this {ubje&t of Fallowing

e

By many, it is faid to be too little praéiifed; and by
others, too much fo. By fome, fallowing is condemned
altogether ; and by others, it is ftrongly recommended
as the only method to deftroy weeds, and meliorate and
enrich the foil. I fhall merely report what is the praétice
of this county in general, make a few obfervations on the
neceflity and utility of it, and then give fuch inftruc-
tions for making a good fallow, as INYy OWN experience,
on a large feale, for twenty-five years paft, has taught
me to think the beft,

It is to be underftood, that by a fallow, or fummer-
fallow, 1s meant land that bears no crop whatever for
one year, and 1s well cultivated at proper intervals

during the whole of that time;

for 1f a crop of Turnips,
tares, or rye, for green food for fheep are produced, the
land cannot be truly fzid to be a complete fallow, On
the high lands of the Ifle of Thanet, fallowing is the
ufual pra&tice every fourth year for bar ley ; but perhaps,

not quite fo much as formerly, becaufe a greater quan-
tity of turnips are fown; and a crop of peafe 1s {fome-

;|

times {ubftituted for a fallow.

On the cold f4iff lands en the hills running

acrofs the
county, from Dover to Wrotham, fallowing for wheat
every fourth year, is the general pra&tice, In Eaft Kent,
fallows are always made on poor lands, more or lefs, as
occafion requires; in fome  cafes, to get the land clean
from weeds ; and in others, where weeds do not abound,
to make a good tilth for a crop of wheat, if a fliff, and

1 1 =
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barley, 1f a light foil, On the very worft {oils, where
wheat is never fown, fallows are frequently made for
oats or barley, and for getting land into fine tilth for
rye-grafs, or other feeds,

In the Ifle of Shepey, fallows are made every fix or
eight years for wheat; and in the Weald of Kent, the
farmers are bound by the covenants of their leafes to
make fummer-fallows, and to lime for wheat.

On the clay and ftiff foils of Weft Kent, fallows are
ufually made for wheat; and in all parts of the county

I to be fown, a good fummer-

where fainfoin is intende
fallow is invariably made by the beft hufbandmen,

When any kind of foil has borne three or four crops of
corn 1in fucceffion, and is become full of weeds, a well
made fummer-fallow is certainly requifite, not only to
deftroy the weeds, but likewife to meliorate and in-
vigorate the foil : it is the moft certain cure, the
fpeedieft, and, in the end, the cheapeft,

There are many kinds of land which, no doubt may,
by a proper fucceffion of crops, and a vigilant attendance
with the hoe and hand-weeding, be kept tolerably clean
from weeds for a long feries of years, without the inter-
vention of a fummer-fallow. But it muft be admitted,
that there are other untoward foils, which all the art and
induftry of man cannot keep perfeétly clean and in
good order for any length of time, without a fallow :
and there are other foils, which, if they could be kept
tolerably free from weeds for a long time, might per-
haps be more improved, and more profitably managed by
a fallow every four or five years,

The foils that are eafieft kept clean without a fallow,

are the dry fandy loams, chalk, and gravel, which can be

worked almoft at any time, however wet; and readily
admit the operation of drilling and hoeing at all feafons,

Thofe
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Thofe which moft requirc fallowing, are the ftiff, wet
{oils, that will not admit the operation of the ploughs
and harrows but at certain intervals, when the land is
between wet and dry; opportunities of working fuch
foils arc frequently loft by bad feafons; in which cafe,
weeds will undoubtedly increafe, and it is then impoflible
to eradicate them but by making a good fummer-fallow,
or what is by fome called a fallow-crop (viz.) cabbages,
or winter-tares ; neither of which will perhaps turn to fo
good an account in the end as a complete fummer-
fallow,

The cold wet clays of this county, even if they are
tolerably clear from weeds, are fubjc, after two or three
crops, torun together; and they then become fo exceed-
ingly ftiff and cold, that, without the intervention of a
fummer-fallow to meliorate the foil, very poor crops only
are to be expefted ; whereas, when a good fallow is
made, an abundant crop of wheat, and two or three
good crops of {pring corn, are frequently produced. The
conftant pradtice of making fummer-fallows in many
counties for wheat, and fowing beans broad-caft after it,
and then recurring to a fallow again, is moft certainly a
bad praétice ; and for landlords to compel their tenants
to make a fallow every third year on all kinds of foils, as
15 the prafltice in fome other counties, is the height of
abfurdity ; and it is no wonder that fo many writers are
found who condemn fallowing in toto, when they fee fo
frequently the mifchievous effeéts of fallowing under fuch
management,

T'o make fummer-fallows on light land, fuch as hazcl,
loam, fand, gravel, or chalk, tofow wheat upon, is ex-
tremely wrong ; becaufe cxpcri::ncc teaches us, that
wheat, under {fuch management, is very fubje& to mil-
dew, and to be root-fallen, All ftiff foils, not full of

manure,
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manure, nor very rich, may with fafety be fown with
wheat on a fallow ; and all light foils are a fine tilth for
bariey.

A good fummer-fallow is the beft preparation for a
crop of clover; and a clover-lay, of all the tilths known,
is the beft for every other crop, But to fow clover on
moft foils, without a previous fallow, is a certain me-
thod of running the land to couch-grafs.

Zo make a good fallow, all kind of foils fhould be
ploughed about five inches deep before Chriftmas ; and as
foon as the land is tolerably dry in March, it fhould be
crofs-ploughed about fix inches deep. Stiff foils muft be
left rough, until meliorated by rain, and then worked
fine when between wet and dry; and all light foils im-
mediately harrowed clofe after the plough, in order to
promote the vegetation of ll-.dlin?; weeds, that they

nes, which muit

nay be deftroyed by fubfequent plough
be repeated two or three times more, at intervals, as
opportunities occur, during the months of May, June,
and July ; every time reducing the land fine immediately
4 o
after cach ploughing, while the land 1s moift, for the
purpofe before mentioned, of promoting the vegetation of
weeds.  Particular care fhould be taken not to touch
the land either with the plough or harrows, when 1t 1s
the leaft wet, as that only kneads it together, and creates
more work to reduce it; befides locking up many of the
feeds of weeds within the hard clods, and thereby pre-
venting vegetation; by which fuch feeds are referved
: ey . i e - 1 - i
for mifchievous effeéts in the following crops of corn.
Some farmers in this county, and many 1n fome others,
never plough their fallows until they have finifhed their
barley-fowing in the fpring ; and then, perhaps, not
again until the land is overgrown with weeds. 1 have

fometimes {een dung carried out, and laid in heaps, for

S
fpreading
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{preading on fuch fallows, among ereen thiftles and other

55
le =} = :
weeds anove Lne L"L\I\li:\ .

Fallows had better never be made at all, than be done

in fuch a ilo':cn'l}' MAanner,

S E ¢ 1. IIl. = Rotation of Crops,

ISLE OF THANET.

THE general {yftem, or plan of management, in the
Ifle of Thanet, on all the thin light foils, has been, time
out of mind, one of four courfes, viz.

1'-.'.”:)‘.\',
Barley,
Clover,
Wheat ;

ral variations, which have much

1=

increafed of late. The foil having been greatly im
proved during the laft fifty years of excellent manage-
ment, it 1s found that the courfe may be extended to

advantage by {ubftituting peafe for fallow, thus:

Peafe,

Barley

Beauns,

Whe
and then return to a fallow as before, and fometimes,
though but feldom (and then cenerally confidered as bad

manaeement) a crop of barl

thus s

2y 1s taken after the wheat,

——
a

F
-

It is to be underftood here, that the foundation of all
oood management, and the {yftem moft pra&ifcd, is the

firft
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firft mentioned of four courfes; and it is by this fyftem,
with the plenty of manure from the fea-weed, that great
part of this ifland, which is naturally as poor land as
any in the kingdom, is made to produce fuch excellent
crops of corn of the firft quality.

The deep rich fandy loam before defcribed, and fome
of the beft of the land at the weft end of the ifland, are
cultivated under the round tilth fyftem of Eaft Kent, viz.

Beans,
‘thnt,
Barley.

The procefs ynder the four courfe fyftem is, after
raking up the ftubble of the wheat, and ftacking it near
the farm-yard for littering hog-pounds, thatching, &c. to
plough the land five or fix inches deep as foon as poffible
in the autamn, which is crofs-ploughed when the land is
tolerably dry in the fpring, and repeated two or three
times during the fummer months, Between the times of
ploughing, colleftions of mould, farm-yard dung, fea-
weed, &c. are formed in convenient fituations in the
ficlds, which are turned over in the autumn, and in frofty
weather carried out on the fallow, at the rate of from
forty to forty-five cart-loads per acre. This manure is
fpread and ploughed in as foon as opportunity offers; and
the barley is dnliled in, at the raté of three bufhels
per acre, or fown broad-caft, four bufhels per acre,
the firft dry week in February or March; and if
for clover or trefoil the next year, thofe feeds arc fown
with the barley : the clover or trefoil Jies only one year,
and is ploughed about five or fix inches deep in Novem-
ber, and fown with wheat,

If no feeds are fown among the barley, the ftubble is
ploughed in about fix inches deep in the winter,and harrow-
ed the firft dry week in February ; and then beans are dril-

led in furrows eighteen or twenty inches apart, at the rate
of

witl
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of four bufhels per acre; the furrows are harrowed, and

the land generally rolled down fmooth, As foon as the

beans appear they are horfe-hoed, and fometimes imme-
.1 » -y e ¥ 1 - = g x - ¥ - & . 1 ~
'\‘;t.".tu_}- harrowed acrofs the furrows; and then, as foon

as they have recovered the harrowino, thev are hand-

1 i * 1 1 . -
hoe about five inches broad, at each {ide

bt |
vt
WILIl @

n

hoed
of the furrow, at the expence of 3s. per acre; which
operation is repeated in May, or the firft week in June,
at 4s. 0d. per acre; the ground is then ftirred with an
carthen p:r.'.'c, to raife a quantity of mould againft their

RL‘J'.'J‘: Se

[ 1 el 1 | i ~ (8| 3
As foon as the bean e harvefied, the land is {cuflled
th the brnv hava. amd rasd A ey S I W R [ P I
welldl LC DIoad inarg, and madc ]i-.'.[\Luu cican LY har-
rowing, and burni any, and then ploughed
- T 1 oY
tor wheat., In both cafes, wli r clover-lay or bean-

. My [N SR Y 11 [ +1 1 -
ftubble, tl € wiieat 1s ulually iown three '.'1.f!'|:,-_\ ]wl‘ aACre,

- been fteeped in falt water from five to twelve
ith flaked lime. When peafe follow
the wheat, they are drilled in, and managed in every re-
fpe&t the fame as the bean-crop, exc ept harrowing after
the horfe-hoe. The barley and other crops after peafe,
are imanaged the fame as if the land had been a fummer-
fallow, inftead of peafe. Under the round tilth {yftem,
the bean and wheat crops are managed the fame as be-
fore mentioned; but the Darley is ufually fown later, 1n
order to give time, by thrice pioughing, to ¢ 'a;::! Ei]u land ;
and the manure is generally {pread on the barley-ftubbles

for beans.
Radith-feed is frequently

¥
4

fown on thefe lands in-
{tead of beans, for the London market; and canary-feed
in lieu of \'r]l:'.".{t, both on tlie cloy L‘J'-]&_‘,'H and bean-ftub-
bles, The radifh is fown in March, on furrows made
with a two or three-cheped * plough, about ten inches
* A provincial term for a piece of weod on which the fharc is fixed.

apa 'ty
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apart, two or three gallons of feed per acre: as foon a3
they appear, every other row is cut up with a horfe-hoe;
leaving the rows twenty inches apart. When the plants
get two or three rough leaves, they arc hoed out to the
diftance of from ten to fifteen inches apart in the rows,
and then kept clean by a fecond horfe and hand-hoeing,
if ncceflary.

The crop is feldom fit to reap till O&tober, and fome-
times is out in the fields till near Chriftmas, without re-
cciving any injury from the wet weather; it being ne-
ceflary that it fhould have much rain to rot the pods,
that 1t may threfh well.

Canary 1s fown the firft dry week in February, on
furrows ten or eleven inches apart (the land being pre-
vioufly made fine and light on the {urface ) about four
or five gallons per acre ; and as {foon as the furrows can be
fcen, they are hoed with a Dutch hoe, at the expence of

15, 84, per acre, and kept clean by repeated hoeings, when

ncceflary, during the fummer, 1t 1s generally nipe by
the beginning of September. Like radifhes, it requires
much time in the field, and feldom fuffers by wet wea-
ther.

EAST KENT.

Chalky foil forms a very confiderable part of the
diftri¢t under furvey. This fort of land cannot be
faid to be under any fettled fyftem of management,
for there are almoft as many fchemes of pratice as far-
mers ; much of it 1s down-land, or fheep~walks ; fome of
which (although no very material part) has been fo time
out of mind; and fome tenants are reftrained (very inju=
dicioufly) from breaking up thofe old downs, The prac-
tice has been chiefly, when old fheep-walks have been
ploughed up, to do it in wet weather, in the midft of
winter, when other arable lands are too wet to work with

advantage; and the principal inducement has been that
of

il
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of employing the teams when they would probably be
doing mifchief on better foils. This fort of land, when
fo ploughed, is ufually fown in March, with black or
grey oats, which, from being generally over-run with
charlock (provincially called Kinkle) produces very poor
crops, fometimes hardly worth harvefting. The crop of
cats is generally fucceeded by a faliow perhaps fown
with colefeed, and then oats with feeds*; and after that
crop, if the land can be folded, a {light crop of wheat is
obtained ; but that only on fome of the beft parts of the
field, where thereis a greater depth of {oil, or the flat
tops of fome downs, where there is a foil fomewhat {tiffer
and better than the flopes of the hills, Some of the
courfes of crops of the down-lands, when ploughed, are

as under, viz.

I. 2, 3
Down-land, Down-land, Down-land,
Oats Oats Oats
Colefeed Fallow Fallow
Oats Oats Oats
Seeds Clover or ryegrafs Sainfoin, from five
Oats Qats to ten years
Fallow Fallow

4. £, 6.
Down-land, Down-land, Down-land, burnz,
Oats Peafe Turnips fame year
Tares Colefeed Barley
Colefeed Oats Clover
Oats Clover Wheat
Seeds Wheat Turnips, &c.
Wheat Fallow
Fallow

* Clover and Trefoil,
F 7. Downe
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N 3. 9
Downfhare Turnips Downthare Turnips Downfhare
Turnips Turnips Wheat l
Barley Barley Barley
Clover Sainfoin Oats 8
Wheat Oats ¥
Fallow Rye Grafs. .

The five firft and laft are the prevailing courfes, and
are each of them very bad, as they generally tend toim-
poverifh the foil, and make it worfe, if poffible, than be-
fore ; for whatever grows upon it is carried to the bara
among other crops, and the ftraw goes to the general mafs
of dung, and increafes the heap for the better fort of
land, Scarcely any body thinks of dunging this {oil,
and it is confequently impoverifhed, by being robbed of
every thing it produces., But it is not fo with the fixth,
feventh, and eighth courfes, for there the burnt turf pro-
duces turnips almoft to a certainty ; and by folding thefe
off with fheep, much manure is left on the land, and 2
ftout crop of barley and clover obtained ; the clover
being again folded off, a good crop of wheat is produced,
and the land is in a gradual courfe of improvement.
The ninth, and laft mentioned, is the courfe after down-
fharing that has hitherto generally prevailed ; and is the
moft deftru&ive plan that can be devifed. It is this in-
judicious management of downfhare land that has brought ;
the pra&tice of downfharing into difrepute. Four crops
of white corn in {ucceflion, with rye grafs at laft, would
i:tt;'::x\'tl‘if]t the beft land in the kingdom ; what then muft
it do on fome of the worft? Even if rich land was well
manured for a crop of wheat, and that fucceeded by
three crops of white corn and rye grafs, it muft inevita-

1

bly become poor; and then the coat of manure might

Wil
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with as much propriety and juftice be condemned for
having done the injury, as the downfhare for having hurt
the land before mentioned, In fhort, it is not down-
fharing, but the wrong management afterwards that is
deftructive. Downfharing is the greateft Improvement
yet known for chalky foils, if rightly managed.

Loamy foils are ufually under the round tilth {fyftem of
Eaft Kent, viz.

Barley,
Beans,
Wheat.

The barley is a cleanfing crop, by being fir ploughed
in winter, and then twice or thrice more in dry weather
in the fpring, before the barley is fown., Some farmers,
whofe land is very clean, plough only twice, and then
drill the barley in April, in rows from feven to ten inches
apart, hoeing and hand-weeding the intervals. Four
bufhels are fown broad-caft, and from two and an half to
three drilled per acre, Barley is mown, and after lying
a week or two, is bound in fheaves, and fet up into fhocks
of ten at a place, to be tithed. When the wheat-fowing
is over, and the dung intended for beansis carried out,
the barley ftubbles are then ploughed in. The beans
are put in rows, from eighteen to twenty inches apart, if
boxed in, four bufhels per acre; it drilled or dropped by
hand, threc only; the crop is horfe and hand-hoed, as
in the Ifle of Thanet ; and the whole, with the {ucceeding
wheat crop, is managed as mentioned in that diftrict.
Sce page 63.

The ftrong cledge is generally under a four courfe

{fyftem of

Fallow, Or, Fallow,
Oats, Wheat,
Clover, Clover,
Wheat; Wheat.
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The oats and clover are fown, in a dry feafon, in
March ; the clover is generally fed with fheep, and folded
for wheat, which is fown carly, that the work may be
finithed before much wet weather fets in., If the fal-
low is cropped with wheat, it is fown the end of O&tober,
or begzinning of November; the clover-feed in that cafe
is fown on the wheat in the fpring, and covered with a
roll only; for this foil is generally too much pulverized
with froft to admit harrowing at that time, The clover
is fed off by fheep, as before mentioned, and the crops
of wheat and oats are harvefted as on the other foils al-
ready defcribed.

The hazel mould is under different {yftems at different
places, according to the fancy of the farmer, or fituation
of his land. Some purfue the Norfolk fyftem of

Turnips,
Barley,
Clover,
Wheat;
others the Eaft Kent, of
Barley,
Beans,
Wheat;
and others Peas,
Barley,
Clover,
Wheat.
Some fow early peafe and turnips the {fame year.

This fort of foil being'dry, and very cafy tillaged land,
may be managed as well under one courfe as another.
If the occupier has with it a traét of grazing land, he finds
turnips and ‘clover convenient, and purfues the Norfolk
fyftem ; on the other hand, if he has no grafs-land, or

has the corn-tithes himfelf, he finds it moft advantageous
to
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to purfue the Eaft Kent {yftem. The methods ufed for
fowing and harrowing the feveral crops, are the {fame as
before mentioned ; it is needlefs, therefore, to repeat them
here.
The fiff clays on the tops of the chalk-hills are under

a four courfe (yftem of

Fallow,

Wheat,

Beans,

Barley ;
and a very good one it is for fuch a foil, The fal-
low gives an opportunity of getting a fine early wheat
feafon, which is very neceflary on this cold backward
land. The wheat ftubble is ploughed foon in the winter,
by which the froft brings the furface into fine order for
drilling the beansas foon as the land gets dry in the {pring.
The beans are horfe and hand-hoed to keep the land clean
for the barley-crop, which is put into the land at two
ploughings only., The cornis harvefted in the fame
manner as on other foils, but is much later than on any
other fort of land. The wheat-harveft ufually commen-
ces about fourteen or eighteen days later than in the Ifle
of Thanet, or towards the end of Auguft, and other crops
in the fame proportion,

THE LAND 1IN THE VICINITY OF SANDWICH,
FAVERSHAM, AND DEAL,

The dry loamy foils are cultivated in the round tilth
{fyftem of Eaft Kent ; namely,

Bailey,

Beans,

‘Wheat.
A few oats are fown inftead of barley, and peafe in-
¥ ftead
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L ftead of beans; and fometimes a crop of canary is fown
i on the bean-ftubble inftead of wheat.
Barley is fown or drilled on the third ploughing, at the
end of April and beginning of May : the quantity of feed
fown, and other management, the {ame as before defcribed
on the loamy foils of Eaft Kent. When the land is ma-
nured, the dung is generally laid upon the barley-ftubble
for beans, at the rate of forty or fifty cart loads per acre ;
when ploughed, the beans are drilled, or dropped by hand,
from three to four bufhels per acre ; the crop is frequently
horfc and hand-hoed three times each, and always kept
' perfeétly clean from weeds, It is harvefted as in other

parts; after which the land is ploughed once entirely
i ilat, and fown with wheat chiefly in the month of No-
vember. The crop of wheat is carefully hand-weeded
in the fummer months, and the harveft ufually commen-
ces a few days later than in the Ifles of Shepey and Tha-
net, or about the firft week in Auguft.

The ftiff wet clay of the lower parts of this diftrit is
much of it under a two courfe {yftem of beans and wheat
alternately. The beans are always put in rows, twenty
inches apart; they are frequently planted by women
dropping them by hand, while a man follows and covers
them with the loofe mould which he cuts and draws from
the next furrow, with an initrument called a planting-
i” hoe. Wheat is {own broad-caft before the rainy feafon
commences in the autumn ; and this land is laid in flat
ridges of half a rod or a rod 1n width: after fowing, the
ridge-furrows are opened, to let off the water in winter.

The beft of thefe ftiff wet lands are often fown with
canary, inftead of wheat, and garden-beans are planted
inftead of common ticks; thefe are the windfor and toker

beans, which are dropped by hand, at the rate of fix

bufhels per acre, in rows twenty inches apart, They

iome-
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times produce very abundant crops, and great profit; at
other times, when too much land is planted, and the crop
happens to be indifferent, they fell at low prices, and
turn to a very bad account; and at fuch times are given to
fattening bullocks, fheep, and pigs. Both the bean and
canary-crops are kept clean by repeated hoeings, The
canary is cut in September, at the expence of 6s. or 7s. per
acre, and is left a great while in the field, in lumps of
half a fheaf at a place, before it is fit to carry into the
barn. The expence of thrafhing this feed is 6s. or 7s. per
quarter; and its chaff 1s the beft horfe-food of the kind
that comes out of the barns,

ISLE OF SHEPEY,

The general rotation here is beans and wheat alter-
nately ; and when the land gets foul, or the farmer thinks
it wants rcft, he fubftitutes a fallow for the bean-crop,
which is done once in fix or eight years, On the gra-
velly parts they fow a few oats, and fometimes barley.
Some turnips are fown; but from the land holding the
wet fo late in the {pring, they are of little ufe to the
grazier, If the cabbage-culture is beneficial in any fitua-
tion, it muft be a great acquifition in this ifland, as a
fubftitute for turnips; and the foil is well known to be
particularly favourable to their growth.

Much clover is fown with great fuccefs; and the lay
is the farmer’s favourite tilth for the wheat. The land
is ploughed in the winter for beans, with four horfes,
which plough about an acre ina day with much diffi-
culty. The beans are drilled in rows, about twenty
inches apart, as foon as the land will admit of it in the
{pring ; they are horfe-hoed twice, and hoed and weeded
By hand once. The beans are harvefted as in other parts

Fa of
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of the county, and the ftubbles are ploughed only once,
and then fown with wheat in Oéober: the land is laid
in flat ridges with open furrows, to carry away the water
in winter. The harveft ufually commences as early as
in any part of Kent. The wheat which this ifland pro-
duces, is generally the beft that goes to London market 3
it frequently weighs fixty-four pounds, ihe Winchefter-
bufhel ; and, from its early harveft, is of a fine colour,
and the bran of courfe is very thin, The beans allo are
a very good fample ; both the crops of wheat and beans
are very large, when the land is in geod order.

The clover that is fown in this ifland is mown twice 3
the firft time for hay, and the fecond for feed. From the
earlinefs of the foil, the hay is got off foon cnough for
the fecond cutting to come in goad time for the feed-crop.
This ftiff foil, with a good harveft feafon, produces fre-
quently great crops of very excellent feed,

THE UPLAND FARMS OF WEST KENT.

The mode of cultivation, or rotation of crops, varies fo
much through this part of the county, that 1t is impoefi-
ble to lay down any particular {yftem as the pradiice of
the diftri&; every farmer follows that plan which he
thinks will anfwer his purpofe beft; and hardlv any two
neighbours adopt the, fame mode. Many that fet
out with a particular fyftem in view, are driven from it
by an unkindly feafon, and the untowardnefs of the ivil.

The chalky lands, when under the plough, are cropped
with turnips, barley, clover, and wheat, for one, two, or
three courfes, and then laid to fainfoin or rye-grafs for a
few years ; after which the fame courfe is again followed.
This is eafy tillage-land with four horfes: the value of

pleughing an acre is s, or 8s, Tt
he
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The clay foils, where they have fettled {yftems and fa-
vourable feafons which admit the purfuing them, are
under the following courfes, viz.

Fallow, Fallow, Fallow,
‘Wheat, Wheat, Wheat,
Cloverand Trefoil, Clover and Trefoil, Oats,
Wheat, Oats, Peafe.

On the hill above Wrotham, &c.
Fallow, Wheat, Clover, Wheat, Oats.
They frequently fow fainfoin or rye-grafs for a few
years, and then break up with a fallow, and purfue the
fame courfe again., This land is ploughed with fix, and
fometimes eight horfes. Value of ploughing an acre,

from 125. to 16s.
The gravel and fandy {oils,

Turnips, Turnips, Turnips, Turnips,

Barley, Oats, Barley, Barley,

Clover, Clover, Clover, Clover,

Wheat,  Wheat, Wheat, Peafe,
Oats,

Itis dry land and ploughs light; value of ploughing 6s.
Or 7s. per acre.

The haffock, or ftone-fhatter foils, are under one of the
following fyftems :

Thrnips, Turnips,
Barley or Oats, Barley,
Clover, Clover,
Wheat, Wheat,
Peafe, Beans,
Wheat.

This land works kindly, and is ploughed with four
horfes, for about %s. or 8s. per acre.

Coomby and pinnacky foils are nearly under the famg
{yftem as the clay already deferibed.

The
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The hazel-mould is frequently managed with four

courles : turnips, barley, clover, and wheat, with varia-

tions of fubftituting oats for | arley, and peafe for wheat;
and fometimes after wheat and clos cr-lay, a crop of peafe.

On the tra&t of land between the borders of the
Thames and the hill, the gravelly foils are often cropped
with early peafe, which are gathered green for the London

market ; and then turnips the fame year, {ucceeded by
oats, clover, and wheat, in fucceflion. Sometimes rye

and winter-tares are fown, to be fed off with ewes :

lambs in the {pring, and then followed by turnips, &c.

The poor chalky land of this part is cultivated as at
other places, and fown with fainfoin; great crops of
which are produced by the afliftance of foot, afhes, &c.
from London,

'he beft land of the vallies is, much of it, under a
fyftem of fix courfes; namely, turnips, barley, clover,
wheat, beans, and wheat.

For turnips, on the chalky and other poor foils, the land
1s ploughed in the winter, and crofs-ploughed in a dry
time in the fpring, as in other parts of the county al-
ready mentioned ; and generally manured with farm-
yard dung, and mould from hedges and ditches, before
the third or fourth time of ploughing, unlefs manure is

carried out for the preceding crop of wheat; for without

the land is in good heart, the pooreft forts, efpecially, will
not produce good turnips, They are fed off with fheep,
and the land, if it is ftiff, is fown with oats on one
ploughing ; and if licht and kindly for barley, that grain

is fown infiead of cats; for which the land is fometimes
twice ploughed. The clover-feed is fown on both crops
before the laft harrowing; a great part of the clover
1s mown for hay, and then fed off the remainder of the

fummer ; when it is ploughed once and fown with

X g s
1
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cat; for which crop a clover-lay is efteemed here on
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thele foils, as well as in other parts of Kent, the beft tilth
known.

The ftiff red clays and coomby {oils, are always fum-
mer-fallowed for wheat; three or four ploughings are
givcn, as time and feafons will allow ; but bad fummer-
fallows are frequently made on fuch land, notwithftanding
every exertion of the hufbandman. They are fown as
garly as opportunity will admit, and the fame rule is ob-
{ferved when cropped with oats or peafe ; for as the culti-
vator cannot always fow when he wifhes ; he muft there-
fore do it when he can. When thefe forts of land are
laid down with feeds, what the Norfolk farmers call
layers, they are fown with rye-grafs, clover, and trefoil 5
they continue two or three years, and are then ploughed
in the winter, and made a fummer-fallow for wheat, with
the {fame courfe as before,

The fandy and gravelly foils, intended for turnips, are
frequently fown with rye, which is fed off with fheep pre-~
vious to fowing the turnip-feed. This may be of great
advantage to the fheep, thould there be a fearcity of food
in the fpring ; but it muft tend to exhauft the foil, and
weaken the turnips, unlefs the fheep get great part of
their food by day on grafs-land, or other feed, and go
to the rye by way of folding the land at night; or if
the land is to be manured for turnips, there is no fear of
a crop; 1n that cafe, the fowing of rye may be excellent
management; and indeed, every plan is excellent on
thefe foils that tends to fecure good crops of turnips
for that is the very eflence and fpirit of good hufbandry,

Not only the manure of the fheep in feeding off the
turnips on thefe loofe lands, but the treading of their feet
1s of great fervice.

The barley and oats are fown as early as poffible, and
asc mown as in other parts of the county ; but here they

aic
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are not bound in fheaves, but raked together by hand,
ana carried into the barn loofe, where they are trodden
with a horfe, The clover is mown for hay, and fed after
with fheep till autumn, and then once ploughed for
wheat,

The ftone-fhatter, loamy foils, and hazel-mould,
are of a light dry nature, and may be worked almoft at
any time. Thefe are made into good tilths for turnipsy
and frequently produce fine crops without any manure,
The fooner the turnips are fed off, and the land fown,
the better the produce in general of barley and oats ; al-
though great crops are fometimes obtained by a late
fowing, if kindly fhowers foon fucceed ; but late fowings,
with a fucceflion of dry weather, generally fail. The
clover crop and wheat fowing are managed as before-
mentioned on other foils; only it is to be remembered,
that the fecond growth of clover on thefe, as well as all
other foils, is fometimes faved for feed, but not in any
great quantity. When beans or peafe are put in on the
wheat-ftubble, the operation is performed by drilling
acrofs the furrow as foon as the land isdry in the {pring s
the crops are managed in other refpeéts by hoeing, &c,
as in Eaft Kent, and the bean-ftubble is fown with wheat,
as defcribed in that diftri&.

Theearly peafe for gathering creen, are drilled in rows,
eight or nine to the rod, in the end of November, or be-
ginning of December; they arc generally fold by the
acre, to perfons who gather them, and fend them by wa-
ter from Gravefend, or by land-carriage to the London
market. The pea-ftraw, when ftacked dry, is efteemed
very good fodder for cattle and fheep. The land is

immediately ploughed and fown with turnips. Manure
1s not always, but fhould be, carried out for peafe, by
which no time is loft in getting the turnip fowing for-

ward 3
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ward ; and the manure is by that means well worked
among the foil, to the immediate benefit of the young
turnips, which is of the utmoft importance; for by a
rapid growth, they get out of the way of their great
enemy the flea.

Rye and winter-tares are fown in great quantities near
London, for fpring-feed for early lambs; they are fed
off in good time for a crop of turnips.

The general management of this diftriét, when com-
pared with that of many other counties, may be faid to
be very good; but it will by no means bear a comparifon
with fome of the eaftern parts of this county for cleanli-
nefs of crops, and general aflivity in the articles of la-
bour ; which are material circumitances in {feed time and
harveft.

The chalky foils are always fuhjeét to charlock ; and
are frequently feen quite yellow in June and July with

that plant in bloom, oy crtopping the crops of corn.

THE WEALD OF KENT.

The covenants in the leafes between landlords and
tenants, point out the fyftem to be purfued; which is
fallow, wheat, oats, clover, or layers for two or three
years. Lhe tenants are bound to lay one hundred
buthels of lime per acre on the fallows for wheat ; and
generally put on double that quantity.

This lime is made of chalk, from the hill before
mentioned, and is brought from the diftance of twenty
miles to fome of the parifhes, though there is excellent
limeftone in the centre of the Weald; and even in the
parith of Betherfden, famous for a fine limeftone, called
Betherf{den T\’I:LI'TT']C.‘, chalk-lime is E‘:'Li't. rred ; and the chalk
to make it is procured from a confiderable diftance,

Chalk-
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Chalk-lime is applied to ftiff clay-lands, and ftone-lime
to fandy foils,

The old lays are ploughed late in {pring; gencrally in
the month of Mav for the firft time.

They are crofs-ploughed and well harrowed, as oppors
tunity offers, during the fummer, in dry weather.

The lime is difperied in heaps, of a load or two at z
place, during the fummer, and {pread with a fhovel out
of a cart before the laft ploughing for wheat ; which is
generally fown in the month of O&ober, and reaped in
the middle of Anguit,

The wheat-ftubble is cleared in the autumn and ufed for
thatch, littering the bullock-yards, &c. The land is plough-
ed fix or feyen inches deep, and the oats are fown with the
clover feed, without any other ploughing, as foon as the
land gets dry in the {pring, The foft wet clay-foils are
generally fown with rye-grafs and clover together, The
crops of feeds are mown for hay, and then fed off until
the land is ploughed, except in fome cafes where clover
is fown alone on the beft land, which is mown twice 3
the firft time for hay, and the fecond for {eed. In the
beft land, beans and peale are fown on the clover-lays,
and on the old layers of grafs peafe frequently fucceed ;
beans very feldom. The hazel mould and beft fandy
foils are under the four courfe fyftem of turnips, barley,
clover, and wheat. The turnips are frequently carried off
the land ; which f{o exhaufts the foil, that the c]m*cr-Tays
arc often ploughed up for 2 fummer-fallow.

ROMNEY MARSH.

The very fmall portion of land under the plough is

wonderfully produ@ive in wheat, beans, oats, and peafe.
The quantity annually broken up is thought to increafe,
owing

4
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ewing to the moderate compofition taken by the clergy
in licu of tithe, and the aftonifhing produce of the land.
The praftice of ploughing, however, is not general ; and
the greateft quantity in any one perfon’s hands, hardly
exceeds eighty acres; very few have half fo much, and
moft of the tenants none.

The firft crop, when the marfh-land is ploughed, is
ufually peafe; the fecond peafe or beans; and then
wheat fucceeded by beans, and wheat alternately for a
few yecars, with fometimes a variation of a crop of oats

er peafe,

SEeT. IV, — Crops commonly cultivated : their Seed,
Culture, Produce, &%,

THE crops moft commonly grownin Kent, are wheat,
barley, beans, oats, and peafe; alfo hops, canary-feed,
tadifh-feed, turnips, and colewort: thefe are the prin-
cipal ones, and are found almoft on every farm, having
a foil adapted for them. The quantity of fced fown, and
method of culture, are mentioned under the title Rotatisx
sf Crops.

Wheat. The number of forts of this grain is annually
increafing, by importation from forecign countrics,

Of the old forts, are the brown and yellow Lammas
the White Straw, Fulham, and the White or Egg Shell.
The Brown Lammas, till within thefe twenty or thirty
years paft, was the {ort chiefly cultivated in this county ;
but it 1s. now giving way to a variety of new fpecies, as
well as fome of the other old {orts.

By fome experiments I made in the years 1777 and
1782 #, 1 found this the leaft produftive of the feveral
kinds ; and have never fince fown any of it.

® Sec Annals of Agriculture, vol. 4, page 280,
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This is the common brown-ftrawed wheat; it grows
with a long jointed ear, the chaff of a dark brown colour;
the ftraw is long and apt to fall; the hull or bran thin,
and flour very white, and the corn mellow in grinding ;
for which reafons it is efteemed by the millers as the
beft of the old forts for their ufe,

The Yellow Lammas refembles the Brown in every re-
fpedl, except that the colour of the grainis of a yellow
hue, and the chaff of a fomnewhat lighter colour.

The white ftrawed wheat takes its name from the
colour of its ear; in other counties it bears the appella-
tion of the Kentitfh White Straw. This kind fends out a
greater number of ftems from the ftool, or plant, than
the other forts; and by that means is often a very thick
crop on the land, The ftraw is generally fomewhat
fhorter than that of many other kinds, and not quite {o
liable to fall in rainy feafons. It is on thefe accounts
much fown in the eaftern part of this county: but,
from its dull colour, its having a thick bran, and often
grinding very fteely, it is not much approved of by
the millers,

The Fulham allo produces a white ftraw, which grows
thort and coarfle : this kind is very produétive, cipecially
on poor land ; but the grain is very coarfe, and the bran
thick : from which circumftances it is the leaft valuable
to the millers of any kind yet mentioned.

1he White, or Egg Shell wheat, 1s known by its pro-
ducing a white firaw, a finaoth white chaff, and very
white grain ; the bran of which is fomewhat thick, but
the flour remarkably white. It works mellow in grind-
ing, is very early ripe, and fo free in the ear, as to
blow out in windy weather, This kind, from rich {andy

loams,
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loams, is often a beautiful fample ; and when fo, brings
the higheft price of any fort.

The new forts of wheat, which have been introduced into
this county within thefe laft twenty or thirty years, are the
Hoary White, the Nonpareil, the Pilbeam, the Square
Ear, and the Hoary Brown; with a variety of other forts
very lately introduced, and but little known.

The Hoary White, by fome called the Velvet Eared,
1s by far the moft valuable, becaufe it is very productive,
and the beft for the millers ufe. The ftraw is white and
fhort, the chaffis covered with a thick fine down, fome-
what of a brownifh hue; the grain is remarkably fmall,
and of a dull white colour; the bran very thin, fo that
fome grains are almoft tran{parent when held up to the
light, It grinds very mellow, and makesa beautiful fine
white flour. From the quantity of down upon the chaff,
and its {mall ears binding up very clofe in the fheaf, this
kind,in a rainy feafon, is apt to vegetate very freely in the
ficld; on which account it is not fo proper to cultivate
in a moift climate, and in fmall inclofures, that are not
open to the winds and {un.

The Nonpareil is a fort faid to be brought into this
country from America; it has a bright ftraw with a
brown ear ; and the grain is very white, large, and
plemp. It is very produétive on all foils, thrafhes very
free, and yields, in that operation, the greater part of
its chaff; thereby producing a great quantity of horfe-
meat, It grinds very mellow, and is well efteemed by
the millers,

The Pilbeam is a brown wheat, growing very ftiff, and
1s generally thick on the land, The grain 1s {mall and
plump, fomewhat of a yellow brown. Itis faid to be
very produ&ive on rich lands, and is a valuable kind to

G mix
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mix with others, but will not of itfelf make a good loaf
of bread, from its not working properly in the act of fer-
mentation. The bakers fay it will not rife well after the
yeaft is put to it.

The Square Eared wheat is a very produtive kind; but,
from its being apt to drop out in the field before it 1s
ripe, and, in confequence, to blow out in gales oi wind,
it 1s not much cultivated.

The Hoary Brown is but lately introduced, and there-
fore little known.

Befides thofe already enumerated, there are the two
forts of rivet wheat, the white and brown ; neither of
which are much cultivated in Kent. They both ripen
late in the feafon, and arc fo very coarfe and fteely, as
to be unfit for making bread, uniefs mixed with a large
proportion of a better fort of flour. They, however, pro-
duce very abundant crops on firong wet lands, and are
faleable at inferior prices.

Steeping.  Salt water from the fea, where it is con-
venient, and where not fo, brine, has been till within

hefe three or four years, invariably ufed in Kent for
the purpofe of fteeping wheat for fow ing, After foaking
it for a few hours, it is taken out, and a {ufficient quan-
tity of lime to dry it for fowing, is fifted over it. In
cafe of wet weather or froft, it will keep in this ftate for

a long time without injury.

This method has been pra&tifed, time out of mind,
with a view to prevent the finut or collar; but it often
proves ineffe&ual,

Mr. Wyborn of Hull, in this neighbourhood, whofe
wheat one year, after the ufual procefs of brining, was
uncommonly tull of {mut-balls, endeavoured to invefli-

cate the nature of this diftemper ; and, by a happy com-

A"
bination of reafoning and experiment, difcovered, that
it
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i
q“ it was an infe&ious difeafe, and curable by arfenic. His
o for. letter on the fubje&, in the Annals of Agriculture, merits
' the the attention of every pratical farmer. It fhould be
‘ known, however, that if the wheat ftands much more
out, than ten or twelve hours in the folution of arfenic, vege-
Ht s tation will be totally deftroved,
Wind, The time for fowing wheat on the wet and cold lands,
is early in O&ober: on ftiff cledge and drier clay foils
Jeres fomewhat cold, about the middle of that month ; but
the general time for the county, is the month of Novem-
Htwo ber. It, however, fometimes happens, by badnefs of wea-
ther and other untoward circumftances, that a confider=
able quantity is fown the firft week in December ; but
fy @ the more early fowings generally produce the ftrongeft
arge crops.
pro- The growing wheat, by all good managers, is gene-
Jare rally weeded in the months of June and beginning of
July, by cutting up thiftles and other weeds with a fmall
angular hook, and pulling up charlock and fome other
weeds by hand ; that which is drilled, is frequently hoed

¢ for in the month of March or April, if neceflary, Many
writers on hufbandry recommend drilling, with a view
r to keep the land clean by hoeing, and thereby fupercede
' Ta the neceflity of making fummer-fallows : but thofe au-
thors fhould recolle&, that if all the crops were drilled, it
would require more than treble the prefent number of
= hufbandmen to perform the operation of hoeing them 3
. and therefore fummer-fallows muft be continued, until
IIIII the population is fufliciently increafed to clean the land
without them.
The time of harvefting is mentioned under the {eftion
Ciimate, Chap. 11t,
The thrafhing of wheat is performed with a flail on an
oaken floor on moft farms of 80/, rent and upwards; but

G2 on
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on fmaller farms, on an earthen floor, It is univerfally in
Kent, cleaned with a cafting-fhovel, and flat broom,
called a fpry, which fweeps off the chaff and white coats
with the {mall pieces of ftraw that fly among the corn.
This method of cleaning corn is certainly the moft expe-
ditious and beft, where the barn-floor 1s large, and of a
fufficient length: but in a {mall room, the winnowing
machines will do it better, and perhaps cheaper.

In any county like this, where the foil is fo extremely
various, it 1s impofiible to make any accurate eftimate
of the produce of the wheat crop. There are many
fituations where two quarters per acre are avery good
crop ; while double that quantity on fome others, 15 but
a very indifferent one: twenty - two bufhels per acre
may j‘bl'(}lmbl_\r’ be nearly the annual average growth. The
fine white wheats, efpecially the hoary white of this
county, make moft excellent bread of the whole meal,
when pmpcr?y ground and manufaétured in the f{)ﬂm\‘ing
manner. Toabufhel of meal, add a pint of good yeaft well
mixed with two or three gallons of warm water ; ftir the
whole well together, and let i1t work fix or eight hours
before it is put into the oven, Thisis the common farm-
houfe bread of Eaft Kent; but in fome parts, where
the coarfer kinds of wheat are ufed, the broad bran is
taken out.

Barley. There are only two forts of this grain culti-
1

vated ; the common long eared Englifh barley, and the

el

fhort eared {prat-barley : the latter is only fown on fome
of the richeft parts of the foil, where the common kind 1s
likely to grow too ftout, and fall. This grain is never

fteeped 5 the quarntity ufually fown is four bufhels per

acre; if a drill plough is ufed, three and a half is enough.

PR . - & . - 111
I’he time of fowing 1s from Candlemas to the twelfth
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of May, according to foil, fituation, and other circum-
ftances. It is always weeded in the fame manner as
wheat, and the harveft commences, for that fown early
on dry warm foils, about the twenty-fifth of July, and
continues at different parts of the county till the middle
of September,

[t is always mown with a {cythe and cradle, and in
Eaft Kent bound into fheaves; but the Weft Kent far-
mers generally carry it into the barn loofe. The pro-
duce is from one and a half to feven quarters per
acre : the average may probably be twenty-fix bufhels
per acre,

Beans, Of this grain we have the following forts, viz,
Common Ticks; large Flat Ticks, or May Beans; Small
or Effex Ticks, and French Ticks: and of the garden-
beans, the Toker, Windfor, Long Pod, Spanifh or Lif-
bon, and Mazagan ; befides a few other varieties culti-
vated only in {mall quantities for {upplying the London
feed{men.

The firft is the fort moft generally cultivated by the
Kentifh farmers, and is ufed for fattening hogs, and as
food for horfes. Thefe arc ufually either drilled,
dropped by hand, or boxed, in furrows eighteen inches
apart, from three and a half to four bufhels per acre, in
February and March; in either cafe they are generally
hand and horfe-hoed twice, and fometimes three times,
and laftly hand-weeded, The crop is reaped about the
end of Auguft or beginning of September, and thrafhed
by a flail, cleaned with the cafting-fhovel and {pry, and
then fifted to take out the dirt and fmall beans, The
produce is from two to fix quarters per acre, in propor-
tion to the firength of the land and management, The
May-beans are a larger fort of ticks, and fomewhat
earlier 1ipe : they are fometimes very produtive; but,

G3 ftcing
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being larger, are in confequence not fo heavy, and there-
fore of rather lefs value per quarter. [Four bufhels, and
fometimes four and a half, of this kind are dropped in
by hand per acre. In every other refpe&t they are ma-
naged the fame as Common Ticks.

The Effex Ticks are a much fmaller fort than the
common Tick, and of a rounder fhape. They ripen fix
or eight days later than the firft mentioned, and are not
fo produétive, but more valuable, being heavier.

The {mall French Ticks are a ftill lefs fort, being
about as big as a moderate fized pea, and nearly circalar;
this is the lateft ripening fort known, and moft valua-
ble when dry, on account of their great weight. It is
faid, they will grow on fome forts of poor land, not
well adapted for the larger kinds; but they are not
very productive. ‘Three bufhels per acre of thefe two
{mall kinds, is a fufficient quantity to feed the land when
drilled ; which is the beft method by far of putting
them in.

The Toker is the largeft garden-bean, and fome-
what of an oval fhape. Many of them are found
an inch and a half in length, The quantity of
feed is ufually about five and a half or fix bufhels
to the acre. The beans are dropped by hand, in
rows about twenty inches apart, as {foon asthe land
is fufficiently dry in the {pring. This crop is kept
perfeftly free from weeds during the fummer, and is
pulled up by hand in harvett : it is fet up in lumps, of a
fheaf at a place to dry, in a conical form, the but-end
being {pread out as wide as poffible, to prevent their
being blown down. They are threfhed and cleaned,
like other forts, and then culled by women, to take out
every rotten and ftained bean before they are fent to

market, The produce is fometimes very abundant,

and
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and the price varies accordingly ; the former from three
to ten quarters per acre; and the latter from 8s. to 140
per quarter,

The Windfor bean is fomewhat lefs than the former,
not fo long, and more approaching to a fquare form.
This kind is managed in every refpet as the Toker,
only requiring a little lefs feed : its produce is gene-
rally fomewhat lefs, and value a little more.

The Long Pod is about half the fize of the Toker; it
1s an earlier fort, and much ufed by the London gars
deners, The quantity of feed is about four bufhels and
a half to the acre, always dropped by the hand in rows
about eighteen inches apart. This fort is harvefted,
thrafhed, and managed, in other refpets, the fame as
the other garden-beans, and the produce is from three
to fix quarters per acte: their value is more uniform
than that of the other kinds, feldom arriving at any
great price, being more generally cultivated, on account
of their fuperior hardinefs.

The Spanifh, or Lifbon, is a ftill fmaller kind, and
ripens about the fame time. The Mazagan is the fmall-
eft of garden-beans, and earlieft ripe.

The Spanifhis dropped in by hand, about four bufhels
and a half per acre, in rows eighteen inches apart. The
Mazagan 1s frequently drilled four bufhels per acre.
Thefe two forts are reaped as common beans : the pro-
duce of the firft is from three to five quarters, and {fome-
times much more, per acre; and the fecond from two
and a half to four and a half,

Oats, The forts of this grain are the large Poland,
the Brue, the Tartarian White, the Siberian and Dew
vonfhire Black oats, and the Red and Grey.

The Poland are fown, about four bufhels and a half
per acre, from the beginning of February to the middle

G 4 of




—

28 AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

of May : the firft fown, if the land is in good order, are
always the beft fample, and generally the beft crop.
This kind being ufually fown on the beft land, the crop
is hand-weeded by women and children, and it is mown
with a fcythe and cradle, unlefs too ftout, and then it is
reaped like wheat, with a fickle, ‘Ihe harveft com-
mences for the early fown crops, on dry warm foils,
often by the twentieth of July, and ends, for the late
fown ones, on cold foils, as late as the end of September 3
but the general oat-harveft is in the month of Auguft.
The crop is thrathed with the common flail. The ge-
neral produce of this kind is from three to fix quarters
per acre,

The Brue* oats take their name from a town in Hol-
land, or Flanders, from whence they were originally
Imported into this country.

There are many white oats cultivated under different
names in this county, as the Effex, the Hertfordfhire,
the T'win oat, &c. all which | take to be the Brue oat.
It is an early kind, and very produive on deep rich
lands, and will yield a good crop on moft {oils that are
not very poor. Four bufhels are ufually fown per acre ;
the management, in other refpeéts, the fame as the Po-
land ; the produce generally fomewhat greater.

The Tartarian are a very late fort, but very produc-~
tive; they are extremely light, not much efteemed, and
but very little cultivated.

The Siberian Black oat is a very large, long grain;
it was firft introduced into this county about twenty-
five years ago, by Mr. Reynolds of Adifham; who
alfo introduced the Turnip-rooted cabbage, which ftill
pears his name.

Thefe oats are very apt to drop out in the field, and

* Perhaps a corruption of Bruges.
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require as good land as white oats; but, from their co-
lour, they are not quite fo valuable., They are lefs cul-
tivated now than formerly. From the large fize of the
grain, it is neceflary to fow five or fix bufhels per acre.
They are fown early, and are a very forward fort. The
produce is about the fame as white oats.

The Small, or Devonfhire Black oats, are moft com-
monly fown on chalky downs, and, being very hardy,
will grow on almoft any poor foil ; but, like every thing
elfe, are moft produ@ive on good land, and fuch as is in
the beft order. Four bufhels per acre is the common
quantity fown on the poor lands of this county; but
fome farmers, on very bad land frequently fow more ;
that quantity, however, is quite fufficient if the land is
perfe&ly clean. This kind being very hardy, and ripening
Iate, cannot be fown too foon, provided the land is dry
and in good order,

The poor chalky downs, where this fort of oats is ufu-
ally fown, are very full of charlock, which in very
few cafes is ever taken out of the crop; but it ought
always to be done; for it is quite contrary to reafon
and common fenfe to expect poor land to produce a
crop of corn and weeds at the fame time.

The harvefting and thrafhing are the fame as of other
forts, and the produce on poor land is from one and a
half to three quarters per acre. If fown on tolerable
good land, or on poor chalky down-land, in good order
after turnips, the produce is fometimes very abundant,
even fix or feven quarters per acre. The Red oats are
but very little cultivated, and not much known in Kent ;
they are chiefly grown on the poor cold ftiff lands: the
ftraw of them is faid to be particularly valuable to cut
into chaff; their management is the fame, in every re-
{pect, as that of the Black oats,

The
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“he Grey oats are a very long, thin, poor, light grain,
an J. are cultivated chiefly, on account of their producing
the moft ftraw, on very poor land, for the purpofe of
cutting into chaff for horfes. They are fown early,
harvefted and thrathed as other forts, and produce on
extreme poor land, where hardly any thing will grow, a
tolerable crop.

Peafe. Of this pulfe we have the following varietics
commonly cultivated by the farmers, viz. the Reading
and Leadman’s Dwarfs, for breaking peas and f.lttt.l]!”g
hogs; the Grey Polt; Nutmeg Grey; Early Dun,
in Faft Kent, called Sutton’s Greys, from their firft
being introduced by a farmer of that name : ; and Shep-
erd’s Grey peafe: all of which are for fattening hogs;
befides thefe kinds, there are many others cultivated for
fupplying the London feedfmen. The varieties of the
Early and Marrowfat-peafe, for the feedfmens ufe, are
too numerous to be particularized in a general report of
this nature,

All the kinds of peafe are drilled in rows, about
eighteen inches apart, from the middle of February till
the end of March, and fometimes later, when untoward
feafons intervene. Thefe crops are cultivated, during
the fummer, with horfe and hand-hoes, the fame as the
bean crops; and are harvefted from the middle of July
till the end of September, as they become ripe. They
are reaped with a hook, called a podware hook, and
thrafhed as other crops of corn. The produce is from
one and a half to five quarters per acre. Leadman’s
Dwarf and the Early Grey peafe, are thought to be the
moft prolific,

The Early Charlton and Hop-fpur peafe frequently
ave off the ground in time to get a good crop of turnips.
Hops
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Hops are feparately defcribed, under the title of Can-
terbury and Maidfione Plantations, &',

Canary Seed, There are three kinds of tilths for this
crop; viz. fummer-fallow, bean-ftubble, and clover~
lay ; the laft the beft. 1f the land is not very rich, a
coat of rotten dung is frequently {pread forit. Whether
manured or not, the tillage neceflary is to plough the
land the firft opportunity that offers after wheat fow-
ing is done; and, as foon as the land is tolerably dry
in the {pring, furrows are made about eleven or twelve
inches apart, and the feed is fown broad-caft, about
four or five gallons per acre, and well harrowed in;
when the blade appears, and the rows are diftin&, the
intervals are immediately hoed with a Dutch hoe, and
afterwards, in May or June, the hoeing is repeated with
a common hoe; Cm‘&ful]}' CLLfting up every \\'uea], and
thinning the plants in the furrows, if they are too thick.
It is cut in the harveft, which is always later than any
corn-crop, with a hook, called a twibil, and a hink , by
which it is laid in lumps, or wads, of about half a fheaf
each.

The feed clings remarkably to the hufk; and, in
order to detach it, the crop muft be left a long time on
the ground to receive moifture fufhicient to deftioy the
texture of the envelopement, otherwife it would be
hardly poffible to thrafh out the feed. The wads are
turned from time to time to have the full benefit of the
rains and fun; it has fometimes continued in the
field till December without vegetating, or fuffering
any kind of injury.

The produce is from three to five quarters per acre ;
and it is fold to the feedfmen in London, who fend it
to all parts of Europe for feeding fmall birds, which are

kept
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kept in cages. The offal of this article is 2 moft excel-
lent food for horfes.

Radifh Seed. This crop is much cultivated on the
beft rich loamy foils of Thanet and Eaft Kent, for
fupplying the London feedfmen. The land {hould be
clean, full of manure, and ploughed a good depth in the
early part of the winter. The forts are the early Short
Top, the Salmon, and the Turnip-rooted.

The feed is fown on furrows, about ten inches apart,
in a dry time in the month of March, about two or
three gallons per acre. As foon as the plants appear,
every other row is cut up with a horfe-hoe, leaving the
rows twenty inches apart.  When the plants get two or
three.rough leaves, they are hoed out in rows, and are
then kept clean by repeated horfe and hand-hoeing,
when ne'Ceﬂ';ti'}', leaving the plants at about eighteen
inches diftance. The crop is feldom fit to reap till
OClober, and fometimes is out in the fields till Chrifi-
mas, without receiving injury from wet weather:
it being neceffary that it fhould have much rain to rot
the pods, that it may thrath well. The produce is from
eight to twenty-four bufhels per acre: and it is fold to
the London feedfmen, who f{end it to all parts of the
cardeners,

=)
Turnips. This plant is more fown with us every

kingdom for retailing to the

year. Thirty years ago, hardly one farmer in a hun-
dred grew any; and now there are few, efpecially in
the upland parts, that do not fow fome every year,
The preparation for turnips is to plough the land in
the winter, and two or three times more, as opportunities
offer, during the fummer months ; and to manure
before the laft p[cmﬂhing with f'arm-}fnnl dung, mixed
with mould collected from hedges and ditches, unlefs

the land was manured for the pr:r:‘.mljng crop of corn,

§3
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If the land is not in good heart, it will not produce good
turnips.

The forts of turnips are the Red, White, and Green
Round, the Tankard and Tap-rooted turnips. The firit
is moft generally preferred ; but the other kinds have
each their refpe&ive advocates. The Tankard ftands
high above ground, and is a good fort to feed off
betore the froft {ets in; after that, they are not fo ufe-
ful, being more liable to injury from froft than other
forts. The Red Round is efteemed a very hardy kind.

The time of fowing commences, on poor lands, in
the end of May; but the general fowing is about New
Midfummer-day : good crops are, however, often ob-
tained by {fowing the laft week in July, and fometimes
the firft week in Augult; the lateft fown are the {weeteil,
and ftand the froit beit.

This crop is always hoed by hand, at the expence of
from 6s. to 5. per acre: fometimes a fecond hoeing is
given, at half price.

The principal, and by far molt profitable application
of this crop, is to fold them off with fheep. Some few
are drawn and carried away for fattening cattle, either
by ftrewing them on grafs-land, or {tall-feeding; but
this is terribly deftruétive to the land from whence the
crop is taken.

Cole Seed is much cultivated on the poor lands of
the eaftern part of the county, under the fame manage-
ment as turnips ; but it is feldom hoed, and confequently
much over - run with charleck  Sometimes, although
rarely, it is fown for feed; but is moft commonly fed
off with lean fiocks of theep. Cattle and (heep, when
poor, are very {ubje&t to be blown (burited) with eat-
ing greedily of this plaut.

Seer,
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SEc T, V.= Crops not commonly cultfvated.

THERE are feveral other forts of grain and feeds
which are not fo generally cultivated as thofe men-
tioned in the preceding fetion, but which are produc-
tive and profitable in certain diftrics, under proper
management ; and which 1 fhall arrange by themfelves.
Thefe are tares, clover, trefoil, fanfoin, lucern, burnet,
fpinach, kidney-beans, creffes, muftard, potatoes, flax,
woad, madder, and cabbages.

Tares. Of this grain there are two kinds ; the winter
and fpring tare. The firft is fown in the middle and end
of September, about two bufhels per acre, upon land
that has borne acrop of any fort of grain, either to feed
off with cattle and fheep in April, or to mow for foiling
in May. The fpring tares are fown and drilled as peafe,
early in the fpring, either for foiling in July and Auguft,
or to ftand for a crop of feed; the produce of which
is from twelve to fixteen bufhels per acre on poor land ;
and on that of better quality alittle more. Thisgrain is
feldom fown on the beft land, on account of its running
too much to firaw.

Ilearn from a note, figned T. H. that the fowing of
winter and {pring tares, to fold any fheep on in the
fpring and fummer, is among the greateft improvements
at prefent on the ftrong foil of the Weald of Kent,
where turnips hardly ever anfwer; and that the fheep
thrive and improve greatly, if allowed a fufficient quan-
tity of that food ; the land at the fame time becomes an
excellent wheat tilth #, The fame perfon obferves, from

# Without impeaching this practice on the ftrong foil of the Weald,
I have to obferve, that I have often tried it on both fiiff and light foils,
and have invariably found it a bad tilth for wheat, Editor,

the
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the information of a fenfible intelligent farmer of Tun-
bridge, that folding on clover has there turned to a ftill
better account.

ds Clover. The common red clover, the fort called Cow-
P grafs, and the white, commonly called Dutch clover,
L are the only forts cultivated in Kent. They are all
i fown among barley or oats, in the {pring, upon land that
s 15 clean and in good order. The firft fort is fometimes
% mown three, or even on rich warm foils, four times in
% the fummer; but the general cuftom is to mow the firft
growth, and feed the remainder; or to feed it at firft
" till the beginning of June, and then fave it for a crop
nd of feed.
d Sometimes two crops of hay are taken; and much
i clover on poor land farms is fed off with flocks of {heep,
entirely folding the land over for wheat ; for which crop
| no tilth whatever is fo good.
) A crop of clover feed is ufually from two to four
b bufhels per acre : fometimes, hewever, the extraordinary
; quantity of eight bufhels has been obtained, This is
5 2 biennial plant.
’ Cow-grafs is a fpecies of clover, which is mown only
once in a fummer. This plant is perennial.
t The white, or Dutch clover, is found in almoft every
8 meadow in this county ; it is cultivated on fome farms
g for fupplying the London market ; where, for thefe few
. years paft, there has been a great demand for it. All
5 the forts are mown for feed with a fcythe, and the feeds
lt. are thrafhed off with a flail from the firaw, and then
: ground in a mill, or worked out with flails, at about
2 4s. or.gs. per bufhel. The produce is from two to fix
F bufhels per acre.
' Trefoil is fown in the fpring, with the crops cf barley
: and oats, about two gallons of feed per acre; the crop
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is fine food for fheep to graze in the fummer months, on
chalky and other poor dry foils. When it is intended
for feed, the crop is mown about the firft or fecond
week in July ; and it is frcquentiy thrathed off the
ftraw in the field on a fail-cloth, and then {old by the
quarter to perfons who have mills and colle& ir,
who grind the feed out of the hufk, and then fell it to
other merchants in the different towns and villages, for
rctailing to the farmers in thofe counties where it fel-
dom is faved. The produce in the hufk is from two to
ten quarters per acre, and each quarter produces about
two bufhels of clean feed.

Sainfoin, This is the moft valuable of all the grafles
cultivated in this county : and is much grown on the
chalk-land of the eaftern part: it is fown among Lent-
corn on clean land, at from four to five and a half bufh-
els per acre ; it is mown for hay in June, and its produce
ts from ten to fixty hundred weight of dried hay, fit to
ftack, per acre. Thofe who cultivate this plant fhould
obferve, that if it is fed off with fheep, it is very {oon
deftroyed ; whereas, if fown on clean dry land, after a
good fummer-fallow, and preferved from fheep, it will
laft in the ground ten or twelve years. The aftermath
1s excellent to feed cattle, and the produce is fometimes
very abundant.

Lucern. This is a very valuable plant to cultivate
on dry lands for foiling horfes in the fummer months z
but it is feldom made into hay. The tillage required
for it is a well made fummer-fallow, ploughed as deep as
poflible, with a good covering of manure. Itis generally
fown with a thin crop of barley, from 16 to 20 pounds
per acre : coal-afhes or foot are fown over the crop in

the {pring, and fometimes a covering of rotten dung is
fpread upon it early in the winter. The produce from

dry
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dry good land is very abundant, and four crops are
ufually obtained ina fummer.

Burnet is very little cultivated ; it grows naturally
on chalky foils, and affords herbage in the winter and
fpring months ; but it is not much liked either by cattle
or fheep. It is fown, about one bufhel and a half or
two bufhels per acre, among barley or oats; it is mown
for feed in July, and being very fubje& to drop its feed
before it is ripe, it fhould be mown early. It produces
from eight to twenty buthels per acre.

Spinach Seed is grown in the Ifle of Thanet and
Eaft Kent, to fupply the London feedfmen. There are
two forts, the prickly and the round ; beoth are fown in
furrows, about twelve or fourteen inches apart ; the
prickly, fix gallons per acre, and the round four. Early
in March, when the plants have leaves about an inch or
two in length, they are hoed out to the diftance of four
or five inches. When the crop is in full bloom, the
greater part of the male plants are drawn eut by hand,
and given profitably to young pizs; by whick operation,
the female plants have more room to grow, and perfeét
their feed. The crop is pulled up when ripe, and
thrathed in a field on a cloth, or carried to the barn.
The produce is from two to five quarters per acre,

Kidney Beans are much cultivated about the town
of Sandwich, and in the Ifle of Thanet, for {upplying
the London feedfmen. The tillage for the crop is the
fame as for a crop of beans or peafe; and the ma-
nure is rotten dung ploughed in. There isa great vaa-
riety of forts; thofe chiefly cultivated are, the black
fpeckle, the Canterbury dwarfs, the white dwarfs, the
red fpeckle, the fcarlet, and the white Dutch runners.
From five to ten gallons per acre, is the quantity of
feed to drop in an acre of land, in proportion to the fize

H ot
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b

of the fort; the {maller the bean, the lefs quantity,
The time of planting this crop is from the eighth to
the twentieth of May; if earlier, it is in danger of
being deftroyed by a frofty morning. It is hoed and
kept perfectly clean from weeds, and harvefted, by
being pulled up by the roots as the plants become ripe,
in autumn. The early forts are fit by the end of Au-
guft, and the late ones are frequently not ripe till O&o-
ber; thofe which ripen late, and are in danger of being
hurt by wet weather, are frequently tied up in fmall
bunches, and hung upon poles to ripen, and, when
thoroughly dry, are thrafhed and fent to matket. The
produce is from ten to twenty bufhels per acre.

Crefles and White Muftard are fometimes fown for
the London feedfmen. The method of tillage is to
harrow the ploughed land, and firike furrows about
eleven or twelve inches apart, and then fow the feed,
two or three gallons per acre, in March, The crop is
hoed and kept clean from weeds, and is reaped in July,
and thrafhed on a fail-cloth in the field. The produce is
from eight to twenty bufhels per acre.

Potatoes. This crop is more cultivated by the far-
mers every year.  Various methods of tillage are
ufed for this plant; in general, dung is ploughed in,
and then furrows are made, twenty inches apart, with a
plough, in which pieces of potatoes are dropped, about
fourteen inches afunder, by hand, and are then covered by
fplitting the furrows. Sometimes they are covered with a
planting-hoe. The other methods ufed, are dibbling
them in, and dropping the pieces of potatoes in every

other furrow after the plough, while ploughing in the

dung. The quantity of feed is about fix facks per
acre, each weighing near two hundred pounds. The
time of planting is from March to the firft week in

May.
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May. The crop is taken up by fplitting the furrows
with a plough, while women and children pick up the
potatoes, and putthem into facks. Sometimes the crop
is dug up with forks by the fack, for fixpence each,
The produce is from eighty to one hundred and fifty
facks per acre. There isa great variety of forts in cul-
tivationi ; but thofe chiefly ufed, are the white kidney,
the early brown, the champion, and the peach, with
the Surinain, called here the hog-potatoe.

The method of keeping them is, to lay them up in
out-houfes, well covered with wheat-firaw ; but it is
faid, that it is much better to bury them in ridges in
the field, firlt covering them with firaw, and then with
mould.

Large quantities have been cultivated by fome far-
mers in this county, for {tall-feeding cattle, and for
feeding hogs ; and favourable accounts have been re-
lated of this practice; but from the obfervations 1 have
made on the fubje, I cannot {peak in favour of it;
to me it appears to be an unprofitable pra&ice.

Flax. The beft tilth for this crop is a fummer-fal-
low, and next to that, a clover-lay: it is often fown
after wheat and beans.

The land is ploughed in the winter, and in March
is harrowed fine, and the feed is then fown at the rate
of two bufhels and a half per acre. It is weeded by
hand in the month of May, and pulled up in July; the
expence of which, with turning and bindihg into
fheaves, is 16s. per acre : the length is from two to two
feet and a half; but it is of little value when of the
fhorteft length.

The produce of feed is from eight to twelve bufhels ;
and of flax, from one to two packs of 240 pounds each,

per-acre,

H 2 The
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The quality of the flax of this county is like that
which is imported from Holland; but fomewhat in-
ferior,

When the feed is beaten off in the barn, the ftraw
is taken to the ditches in fmall bundles, where it lies
from ten to fourteen days, to prepare it for {wingling.
The better the flax, the more watering it requires; and
the warmer the water, the {ooner it ripens ; but if it lies
too long, it is fpoiled.

The expence of fwingling is 25, 44. per ftone of
fourteen pounds weight,

A hounty of 4d, per ftone is paid by government to
the cultivator.

Woad. This plant is much cultivated in the wefter®
part of this county on poor, ftiff, and on fome chalky
lands. [t is fown, about ten or twelvelb. per acre, among
beans before the laft hoeing, in the beginning of July. It
requires no culture while growing, except the land is
foul, and over-run with weeds ; in which cafe, the
weeds muft be drawn out by band, or cut up with a nar-
row hoe. When the plants have produced their bloom
up to the top of the flem, it is time to pull them up,
which generally happens by the firft week in July;
they are then tied up by a fingle ftalk in {fmall handfuls,
and fet up in a conical form to ripen; and, when
thoroughly dry, the feed is fhaken out on a cloth, or
into a tub; the plants are then bound with rope-yarn

mto bundles, each weighing thirty pounds; fixty of

thefe bundles make a load of woad, which fells from 44
to 10/,
It is often fo great a drug, that it lies in ftacks or in

barns for feveral years, for want of a market ; and it has

fometimes been fo very {carce, as to fell for aboye 21/,
pt.'!'
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per load. The produce is from half a load to a load and
a half per acre,.

It is generally fold by the growers to fpeculating mer-.
chants, who fupply the dyers with it, as opportunities
oifer,

Madder. This isa plant alfo ufed by the dyers, which
has been formerly much cultivated in the eaftern part of
this county; but 1 believe is now entirely given up,

The firft cultivation of it in Kent, upon a large {cale,
took place in the vicinity of Faverfham; the value
of it being at that time 5/, per cwt, There was a to-
Ierable profpect of its becoming a private and public
benefir ; but the Dutch, forefeeing the detriment this
fpeculation might occafion to their fale of the plant,
contrived to overftock the London market; which proved
deftruétive to the plan and its fpirited proje¢tor, I am
neverthelefs firmly perfuaded, that good crops of ex-
cellent madder may be raifed in Kent, on foils properly
adapted for the purpole, and that it would be a profit-
able article of culture, if it were never under 3/ per cwt,
nor would the buyers be injured by a reftriGtion to this
price; but then the legiflature muft interfere to prevent
the importation of the root from Holland, where it can
be cultivated cheaper than here. Perhaps, if that coun-
try fhould continue unfriendly to us, it might be good
policy to encourage the growth of madder at home. T
have many years been in the habit of cultivating it; but,
from the low price at market, have been obliged to aban-
donit. There have been feveral modes of planting prac-
tifed ; but that which appears to me the beft, is to plant
it in fingle rows, about two feet apart, The land fhould
be perfectly clean from weeds, and have been well ma-
nured the preceding year, fo that the dung may be well
incorporated with the foil ; which fhould be a fine deep,

Hj rich,
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rich, fandy loam, without any redundancy of moifture.
In order to prepare the land for planting, it fhould be
ploughed in the autumn, to have the benefit of the win-
ter’s froft, and harrowed in dryweather in the fpring, and
then kept clean by horfe-hoeing until the plants are
ready for drawing, which is ufually by the end of May,
or beginning of June: the proper time is known by the
plants having got to the height of ten or twelve inches
from the ground, and having produced roots branching
out from the bottom of the fuckers ; which will be per-
ceived by drawing up a few of them. When the fuck-
ers are in this ftate, all hands neceflary for this work are
to be provided, that the operation may proceed with
every poflible difpatch. One acre requires about twenty
thoufand plants. The plants fhould have about a third
of their tops cut off, and then their roots fhould be
dipped in earth, or fine mould and water, beaten to-
gether to the confiftence of batter; which prevents the
neceflity of watering them. It requires one woman to
dip the plants, two others to carry and ftrew them in
handf#ls along the furrow, and about feven to follow the
plough. The land fhould be ploughed, with a ftrong turn-
wreft plough with {ix horfes, twelve or fourteen inches
deep ; women attend to lay the plants about eight or
nine inches apart in every other furrow, leaning off
from the plough; by which, every time the plough
returns, the row of plants laid in by women who fol-
low the plough, are covered with the earth of the fur-
TOW, .

The crop muft be kept perfe@ly clean by the hee and
hand-weeding during the fummer months, and earthed
up with a p!ougjh'cnch autumn until the third after
planting, when the roots are dug up by trenching the
land two feet deep. Twochildren, about eleven or twelve
years of age, attend each digger, to pick out the roots,

the
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the workmen breaking every fpit of earth to pieces with
their fpades. The roots are then carried to be cleaned
from dirt, and afterwards dried ona hop-kiln till they
are brittle enough to fnap afunder freely; they are then
fit to pack in bags for fale to the dyers, who grind and
manufacture them into powder for ufe, The produce
is from eight to twenty hundred weight per acre.

Cabbages. The culture of this vegetable for cattle
or theep, is but very little pratifed; a few trials, how-
ever, have been made ; but the expence of from 125 to
20s. per acre for tranfplanting, and thegeneral ideawhich
prevails of their being a very exhaufting crop, are cir-
cumftances which greatly tend to prevent their becom-
ing an article of general cultivation. They are highly
recommended by fome, to large flock-mafters, by way of
fecuring food in very hard winters, when turnips cannot
be ufed, from being covered with {now, or when they
may have become rotten by hard froft.

The tillage neceflary, is to plough the land in the
winter, fix or feven inches deep, and to crofs-plough it
in the fpring in a dry feafon; and then, after manuring
with a good covering of rotten dung, before planting in
June, to plough it again, turning over a furrow ten
inches wide, and then by planting every third furrow,
the rows of cabbages will ftand two feet and a half apart.
The fort for cattle or theep is thelarge drum-head, which
in good land will grow to an immenfe fize. The feed
fhould be fown the laft week in March, on a rich warm
border of light foil, where the plants may remain till a
fhowery feafon in June, when they fhould be tranf-
planted with fmall iron trowels, in the following me-
thod :—The plants being ready drawn from the feed-
bed, a woman attends in the field to dip the roots of
the plants in. fine mould and water, beat together to

H 4 the
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the confiftence of batter; two others then carry them
in handfuls, and firew them in fmall lumps along the
furrows ready for the planters; feven men will keep
thefe three women fully employed : they thruft their
trowels with their right hard into the land, in a diago-
nal dire&ion, with the point towards them, and then,
by pulling the handle of the trowel a little towards
them, the earth is lifted fo as to leave a {pace to putin
the plant with the left hand ; the trowel is immediately
drawn out, and the earth prefled clofe to the root of the
plant with the handle. The land being ploughed ftraight,
and left unharrowed, there is no occafion for lines to
direCl the planter. By rolling the furface, after the plants
are in, the work is finifhed, In July and Auguft the
crop muft be kept clean by horfe and hand-hoeing.
Turuip-rooted Cabbage. This kind was firft introduced
in general culture by the late Mr, Reynolds, of Adifhan

88
Liig

in this county, for which he obtained a medal of the

Society for the Encouragement of Arts and Sciences,
many years ago. It is a moft valuable plant ; and every
armer who keeps fliccp, fhould have a fmall piece ta
eat off in the monih of April, after turnips are gone,
and before there is a plenty of other herbage. The
feverelt winters do not hurt it; and it produces a great
quantity of nutritive and wholefome food; it is howe-
ever an exhaufting crop, and expenfive to get out of the
ground; but its grear value, as a plentiful fupply of
good food for ftock, when, in fome feafons, there js
nothing elfc to be had, is more than fufficient to coun-
terbalance every thing that can be faid againft it. The
time for fowing the feed, its culture, &c. are the fame

:as before mentioned for cabbages,

CHAPTER

!

s

ge

s p




e

] — iy

Caamor s - YIIIL

GR ASS,

Sec 1. I.— Natural Meadows, Paftures, and Mar/h Land.

“\HE quantity of land in natural meadow, or up-
rjE_ land mowing ground, is very fmall in Eaft Kent,
in proportion to the extent of that pait of the county,
or in proportion to the hay-meadows of many other
counties. T[he greater part of the hay of Eaft Kent,
even that which is ufed for horfes, is produced in the
marfhes, from a want of a {ufficient portion of meadow-
land.

The Weald of Kent abounds in this defcription of
grnfs-iund. which produces a vaft quantity of excellent
hay, of a quality fu Mcient to fatten fome of the fineft
oxen in the kingdom.

The other paris of the county have here and there
fmall parcels of meadow-land, fome few of which are
of good quality; but in general the hay-meadows of
Kent are much inferior to thofe ot many other counties ;
and this perhaps may be the reafon why there is fo {mall
a portion of this kind of grafs-land in this county.

Paftures for keeping {mall dairies are found on every
farm ; but there are no dairy-farms of any great extent
in this county. The farmers in the upland parts, in
general, defire no more pafture-land on their farms than
is neceflary for the keeping a fmall dairy for fupplying

their
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their families with milk and | butter, and a little

ter for fale. Cheefe and falted butter for fale, are feldom
or never made to any extent, The markets for corn

, by means of the na-

being fo exceedingly cafly of accefs
vigable rivers and the fea, tillage is th; ought more pro-
fitable than grazing on dry lands; w hich, if they were

Iaid to grafs, would produce but 2 IL.:':t; herbage for
cattle,

‘The downland fheep - walks, which abound on the
chalky hills of Eaft Kent, can hardly be called pafture,
The marfh-lands are fituated 1 along the borders of the
rivers and the fea-thore. This fort of grafs-land
a very confiderable extent,
Romney Marfh contains — 44,000 acres
Borders of the Stour, about 27,000
of the f\]uhv:ay,‘
of the Thames, rabout i I1,5C0
and the Swale, &c. J
the whole is ufed either for fattening cattle and theep, cr
for breeding of fheep,
The fyftem of management of Romney Marfh, is that
of breeding, rearing, and fattening fheep:
of feeding lean cattle, and even f:atu-n.'ng

fmalleft forts of Welch ones, is only

the praice
fome of the
made {ubfervient to
the principal objeét, fheep - gr azing ; merely to take off

fuch grafs as runs aw ay from the fheep in a growing

time; it is alwa ays confidered extremely bad

J{JI!C} to
fee much grafs on the land among fheep,

Every gra-
zier, whofe bufinefls is complete, has two forts of land ;

namely, breeding land and fattening land. The breed-

ing land is ftocked with ewes in the autumn, for the

winter,: every field has fuch a number placed in it as

which is from two to

threg
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hree and a hzlf per acre, in proportion to the firength
of the field.

In kindly growing fummers it is particularly neceffary
to keep a ftrié&t watch on the grals, that it may not run
away from the fheep, and to prevent it by adding more
fheep, or any other ftock that can be had to keep it un-
der; for if it is {fuffered to run from the theep, they are
much injured, and the grafs gets coarfe. Upon fuch oc-
cafions, cattle are generally taken into keep at very
low prices.

A very few oxen are fattened, which are bought in
from the plough-teams of the wealds of Kent and Suffex,
They are very large, and have a referve of the beft grafs
to themfelves. From their fize, they require a longer
time to get fat than the {maller forts: they ulually
weigh from forty-five to feventy {core each.

Some of the other marfh-lands of Kent are ufed nearly
in the fame manner; others are grazed by Welch bul-
locks for fattening : and in fome parts the graziers buy
the lean fheep from the flocks of Eaft Kent, and fatten
them for Smithfield, or other markets.

The land of this county is feldom changed from mea-
dow to arable, or from arable to meadow. The drynefs
of the foils of the upland parts of the county, occafions
the land to be but badly adapted for meadow: when
once a field is become a good old meadow, it is held {a-
cred; and it is a common covenant in leafes, not to
break up old grafs-lands,

SecT. Il.— 4riificial Graffés.

For laying land down to either meadow or pafture,
the common practice is to fow hay-feeds, which are the
fweepings of hay-lofts, procured in London at from 104.

L * tﬂ
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to 15 3d. per bufhel; thefe are fown in the quantity
of about ten er twelve bufhels per acre, and ten or
twelve pounds of white clover-feed, under barley, on
land that has been made perieétly clean by a fummer-
fallow,

By this mode it frequently happens that very bad forts
of graffes are raifed, and the farmer’s hopes of a good
pafture are totally deftroyed. Tt is, therefore, 2 much
better method, and indeed the only good one, until the
beft {orts of grafles are cultivated for fale, to fave for
Teed a piece of fine old meadow that is known to abound
in the beft forts of grafs, by letting it ftand about three
or four weeks longer than it fhould, when intended to be
mown for hay. When it is mown and ripe, let it be
thrathed on a fail-cloth in the field, and mmmediately
fown on the piece of land intended for the new pafture ;
which fhould, by a good fummer-fallow, be brought into
fine tilth to receive the feed. This, with ten or twelve
pounds of white clover, will make an cxcellent meadow.

The culture, with the turn-wreft plough, leaves the
land fo perfe@ly clean, that no inftru@ions are neceffary
here; only fimply to harrow the feed in and roll the land
down {mooth frequently, until the grafs is well matted,
and the land becomes firm enough to bear the tread of
cattle,

There are many plants which, by fome, are called Arti-
ficial Grafles ; fuch as Sainfoin, Clover, Trefoil, Lucern,
Burpet, &c.  Asthefe are treated of under & aps cultivated,
it is needlefs to mention them here.

SECT. Hl — Hay-mah'ug.

THis operation is very badly condufted in moft parts
of this county, owing perhaps to a fcarcity of hands.
Cn
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On the carly upland meadows, the hay-harveft commences
by the end of June, and continues, on different foils,
during the whole of July and bcginning of Avguft,
The common mede in the eaftern part of Kent, is to let
the grafs lic a day or two in the {wath, and then turn it
over; fome {pread it all over the land, turning it at in<
tervals, until itis fufficiently dry to ftack. The very ex=~
cellent method of putting it up into fmall cocks every
evening, increafing their fize as the hay becomes dry,
1s not fo much attended to as it ought to be,

Clover for hay requires to be made more dry than
grafs; for if the fap is not thoroughly dried up, it often
heats too much, and is {poilt. Sainfoin alfo requires to
be well dried, but not quite fo much as -;1--~;:-; they
neither of them are apt to fire ina ftack; but, frequently,
if carried too green, will burn to a coal. L:tr;;;' ftacks
ot to heat more than {fmall ones, it is neceflary to

d]
g : 4

carry the hay, of whatever kind, {o much the drier; and

being 2

if proper attention is paid, and the weather will admit a
large quantity being carried together perfeétly dry, there
is no occafion for any chimnies being made; but when,
from apprehenfions of approaching bad weather, it is
hurried in too foon, then chimnies made, by drawing up
the flack as it afcends, a batket or a fack ftuficd with
hay, will certainly prevent any t’.:-_:‘.g'cr of fire, When,
by means of rainy ‘.\'t:.’tr_h';'!' the hay of any fort has been
much wafhed, and cannot be gotin in good order, a layer
of dry wheat-ftraw between every load or two, and a
{mall {prinkling of falt, are often ufed with great advan-
age. Bullocks are faid to thrive very faft on falted
1Y

ha

SeECT.
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SEcT. IV.— Feeding,

THE fyftem of grazing in the marfh-lands of the Ifle
of Thanet and Eaft Kent, is generally to buy in lean
cattle and fheep, and keep them till they are fit for the
butcher. The cattle are principally bought out of the
Welch droves, and the fheep from the fold-flocks in the
vicinity,

The grafs that is mowed for hay is ufually fet up in
ftacks, either in the marfhes near a fo;!dcring—]mlgc ¥ or
carried home to the farm-yards on the borders of the
marfhes, and given to fattening bullocks, or fold to the
inn-keepers at Margate or Ramfgate,

The grazing in Eaft Kent, on the upland farms, if it
may be called grazing, is that of feeding flocks of lean
fheep on the downs and feeds, folding them every night.
Thefe are bought in wether-lambs in Auguft, and fold
out lean, when about two years and a half old, to the fat-
tening graziers. Some farmers of late years, by fowing
many turnips, make their wethers fat, and fell them to
the butchers in the {pring,

The upland pafture is wholly employed in breeding
lambs, or feeding young lean fheep. Thefe fields are
generally {fo poor, as to keep only one or two breeding
ewes per acre, or two or three tegs -

The inferior parts of the marfh-land are ufed in the
fame way ; but the beft fatten a great number of theep,
and many head of cattle,

The feeding of the grafs-lands of the weftern part of
the county, is done in various ways., Some have dairies of
fix or eight cows, which are of mixed breeds, between

the Staffordfhire, Welch, and Suflex.

# Shed, + Sheep of a year old.
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Some of the fmall dairies of three or four cows, have
the Welch fort only ; and there are farmers who fatten
a few Welch cattle on the beft of their meadow-lands
with kay and grafs in the winter.

A flock of fheep under a fhepherd, and folded at
night, is a very rare fight in Weft Kent; it is only a
a very few of the largeft farmers who follow that prac-
tice.

Many farmers of this diftri& have {mall parcels of
different forts of fheep, chiefly either Wiltfhire or South.
Down, for feeding on fuch grafs land as is not ufed for the
dairies, or fattening cattle,

The grazing of the Weald of Kent, is to rear young
cattle, which are put out to keep to the Romney-Marfh,
graziers in the fummer, In the autumn, they are taken
home to the layers and inferior grafs-lands ; and in the
winter to the ftraw-yards, or ftay out on rough lands,
and have ftraw carried to them; when they are of age to
fatten, which is at four years for fteers, and three for
heifers, they have the beft grafs with hay. That which
1s made of rye-grafs and clover, is given at the firft part
of the winter; and the beft hay of the farm is ufed to
finifh them. Old meadows are always mown for hay to

fatten the oxen,

The inferior paftures are ftocked, firt with milking-
cows to take off the head grafs, and afterwards with the
lean cattle, or working oxen. A fuit of ficlds are thus fed
1n rotation during the fummer.

A great number of Romney-Marfh lambs are taken
into keep in the winter, on the ftubbles, old layers, and
meadows ; the price of keep is from 2s. to 25, 64. per fcore,
per week., Thefe lambs are returned the sth of April,
and in bad winters, frequently go home nearly flarved ;
from which they fometimes dic in great numbers when
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they get into good keep. Great loffes are hikewife often
fuftained after a wet autumn, by the rot,

The layers of rye, grafs, and clover, are mown for
hay, which is ufed for the plough-teams and lean cattle 5
and fome of the beft is given to fattening bullocks in the
beginning of the winter. The old meadows produce
great crops of hay, which is of a very fattening quality.
Bullocks fed thercon, frequently weigh from forty to
forty-five fcore each ; a nd fome old working oxen attain
the weight of fixty fcore, and fometimes much more. The
fat oxen are commonly fold between the months of
March and June, The fale of them is the chief depend-
ence of the Weald farmers for payment of their rent,

and other heavy expences.

o Sy TR B ————————————

CeparpTir IX.

GARDLENS AND ORCHARDS.

N the vicinity of allthe great towns, there is a portion
of land appropriated to the culture of vegetables. In
the neighbourhood of Gravefend and Deptford, a very
ity is raifed for the fupply of the metropolis.

1ds, containing feveral

oreat f'i'LL'.E:
)f afparagus there are many fiel

]

~

To defcribe the numerous tribe of vege-

acres each. |
tables, their culture and produce, would far exceed the
limits
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limits of this Work

port, that fine r

It may perhaps be fufficient to re-

ch land, conveniently fituated near

= e o Ty ata e 7 F, 2
oreat towns for this I’r'.l]-] Olic, lets irom 4/, to 10/f, [).,_'r acre.
= i

: : e,
[n the neighbourhood of Maidftone are a oreat num-

]

ber of fmall fields, of from one to ten acres, and fome-

what more, planted with fruit of different kinds, for
e s S e R T e e e SR Sl s R
wiich the rocky 101l of the neighbourhood ieems particu=-
larly adapted. The caly water-carriage to the metropolis
from the Medway, up the Thames, renders the orowth of
4 i 3 o
fruit a very profitable article of hufbandry. The beft
method known here for raifing orchards of apples and
cherries, and plantations of filberts, is to plant them
s ; I
among hops, by which they very foon come to perfecs
tion: the conftant culture of the land for the hops, with
the warmth and fhelter they afford the young trees,
caufes them to grow with great luxuriance # It is a
_— 1 1 -
very common practice to plant hops, apples, cherries, and

-

filberts, all together. ight hundred hop-hills, two

8
hundred filberts, and forty apple and cherry-trees per
acre. The hops fland about twelve, and the filberts
about thirty years: by which time the apples and cherries
about thirty yvears; Y which time the 4pples and cnerrics
require the whole land.

Sometimes apples and cheriies are planted in alternate
rows, with two rows of filberts between each of them.

I'here are fome plantations of filberts raifed among
hops, without any other trees.

The method of planting apple and cherry-trees, is to

. R | s T SR el i = 4 o @
dig holes about two feet fquare, and two {pits deep,

taking out the rocks, and turning down the furface-foil

| 2 i fil » and hops, rogether,

rfor f ts, are planted ; or apples and hops it

It ! to be laid dow n early o

tew oltances, | rts and heps only. But filberts

By AP I 1 o N S
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on which the young trees arc placed, and the remainder of

the earth is trodden down clofe about the roots : they are
fupported by ftakes until they get uflicient ftrength
not to be hurt by gales of wind. A compofition of lime
and night-foil is, with a brufth, painted on the ftems of
the young trees ; which 1s 1aid to promote the orowth of
them exc L'L\.:..:';_'_Il.} .

The favourite forts of apples for cyder, are the oolden
rennet -, fharp ruflet, golden mundy, kernel-permain,
and the ftire-apple: for domeftic ufes, the lemon-pippin,
or quince apple, Farley-pippin, royal ruflet, rnibftone
pippin, Holland pippin, piginhout, walling, loans per=-

smain, nonpareil, golden pippin, French pippin, Kentifh
pippin, and golden nob.

The cyder-fruit generally hangs on the trees until the
twentieth of O&ober, and 1s then ',;;H.Eu:rcd and laid in

heaps | under cover ; the early forts, 2 month, and the

later ones from one to three months, to ripen 3 itis then
oround and prefied, and the juice put up into cafks. In
plentiful years, cyder-fruit fells for 14d. and in {carce
years, up to 2s. per bufhel.

My, Stone, of Maidftone, is a cyder-maker of great
repute, and in a very extenfive line of bufinefs; being

|

called upon in this Survey, he, with great liberality,

offered to communicate any iniormaticn for the benefit

ol = ! v -
nill, prels, and vaults, were

of fociety. His warchoule, mill, pred

It is a remarkable circumftance, that rolden
rennet has tlourifhed and borne extrem Iy well in this p Kent, the
young trecs ['ii'-l-';L".:_ of late years, do not fucceed well on any {oil. The
{: is to be remarked of the black -heart cherry, v hich when it gets to
the fize of a man’s thigh in the flem, gums and dies. Yet old rees of
] 15 continue to bedr wll,

ldam {o late, T believe; oftener in the firft » eek of Otober ; and
o houfe the market - fruit; but often the (.bli.ll-....-‘i:.
165 1 ! i mellow
A yopr AL L [
con=-
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contrived by himfelf, many years ago, with great inge-
nuity, and are exceedin rly convenient,

From many years experience, he finds no particular
advantage in watching the fermentation of cyder, in
order to rack it at any exaét time: a method confidered
of great confeguence in Herefordfhire, as mentioned by
Mr. Marfhall, in his Rural (Economy of that county,

Mr. Stone mixes all forts of apples together, and
makes excellent cyder,  Golden pippins alone make very
fine cyder, if well managed ; but great 1kill and carc are
required,

The forts of apples for domeftic ufes are fold to
fruiterers, who fend them to London by the hoys, and
to the north of England by the coal vefltls.

Fruit-orchards are confidered as the moft valuable
eftates. Titheis very rarely paidin kind ; but in licu of
1t, a compofition of 2s. in the pound on the price of the
fruit.

Cherries. § The fite preferred for this fruit, is

where there 1s a deep furface of loam upon th

pon the rock. If

L
planted by themfelves, they are placed from twenty to
thirty fect diftant, and are put fomewhat deeper in the
earth than apples: in other refpe@s, the

rement 18

the fame, The forts are the black heart, white heart,

§ There is no neceflity for a depth of foil ; eighteen incl

185 15 enougi

for any. Cherries require to be planted according to their forts for dif=
tances apart. A heart requires double the diftance of a duke o morello,
for inftance : and the fame holds good with refpeét to apple-orchards.

Our rocky foils are compofed o
haflfock, and loam, and generally the
mixed in it, Thefle are in {trata, acc ding as the rocks lay; and the
three {orts, oftener than otherw e, lav in velas |-_L|mi_|1;.3_ 1'|..1-u together,
eing blended together in cultiva-
tion, we thould ateribute much of the frunfulnefs of our land to 1t. I
{uppofe there is not one da y in the year when the ploogh is at work on
my farm, that it does not grate againft t

wo or three forts, viz. Ir-im,\ ck,
1l fhacter ftones from the rock

It ftrikes me, that on account of thel

Q
he rocks which lay fo near the

furface. But it muft be remem ered, we pl from eizht
10 twelve inches deep. Noie by a | -
13 Flemifh,
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Flemifh, or early Kentifh, Co

;[

wild black, and redc B,

They are ufually fold to the higlers, who il thein
on the fea-coaft of Kent, by the ficve, or balket, contain-
ing forty-ei 1ds each ; or they t to )
bv water, and confioned to fruif-fact

Tithe is paid by compofition of 2s. | ' -
fale.
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rbury, called the City
the citv, tothe diftance

between two and three

lyv efteemed by the

10 MOre execution 1n
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deep fubfoil of
s the principal
1s the principa

re are, however,

od erounds, where the furface is very flinty, and

iome of a eravelly nature : butthele are very inferior.
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them is much inferior to thofc of Canterbury and Eaft
Kent *.

When a piece of land is intended to be planted, the

firft thing is to plough the land as deep as poflible, early

. : . L

in O&ober, and to harrow 1t level ; 1t is then meted each
. - i g R ’ {

way, with a four rod chaip, placing picces ol reed or

ftick at every tenth link, to mark the place of the hills =

This is the general method 3

i) | i S Y T
which makes 1000 per acre. g

but fome few grounds are planted eicht, and fome twelve
hundred per acre ; fome are planted wider one way than
the other, in order to admit ploughing between the hills
inftead of digging; but this praftice, although it has been
tried many years, does not {eem to increafe, on account
of the difficu'ty of digging along the rows where the
plough cannot go; that part being much trodden with
the horfes in ploughing, digs fo much the worfe, that an
extra expence is incurred, which in fome meaflure, de-
feats the ceconomy of the plan, When the hills are
:

marked out, holes are dug about the fize of a gallon,

which are filled with fine mould, and the nurfery-plants
placed in them.

Some put three plants, others two, and fome only one

| 1s planted witn cut=-

good onc to each hole. If the land
tines inftead of nurfery-plants, the holes arc dug in the

fpring, as {oon as cutting-time commences; lomc iine

vy

vould is provided to fill up the h : 2] P [
mould 1s ern.uml to fill up the holes, in which are placed
I el A R Tt hre - il

four or nve cuttings, cach al ogut three or 10Ur 1NCnes in
lenoth : they are covered about an inch deep with fine

1 1 Vol : 1 Lo
mould, and prefled down cloic with the hand. When

and is planted with cuttings, no fticks are required ;
LK S prantec V1L IELIN TS, O 1UCKS 41C L'l.ll.\LL,

1
I

the |

but if nurfery-plants are ufed, they require fticks or {mall
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] Tan
poles, fix or feven feet high the firft year: in both cafes,
. the land is kept clean during the fummer, by horfe and
$0elC hand-hoeing : the next winter dug with a fpade, and
'H'IIJ:'- early in the 1'1':1"111g the old binds are cut off l}m:nt]*.,
cach about an inch below the furface; a little fine mould is
L 0T then drawn over the crown of the hills. As {oon as the
-‘I? young fhoots appear, fo that the hills may be feen, they

thod; are ftuck with fmall poles, from feven to ten feet long,
welye in proportion to the length it 1s expefled the bind will
than run; thefe poles are called feconds, and are generally
»hulls bought in the woods, at from §s. to 8s, per hundred, and
5 DEtn three of them are placed to each hill, As foon as the
bind gets about two feet in lenath, women are employed
: to tyc them to the poles. The land is kept clean during
the fummer, by horfe and hand-hoeing, as before men-
tan tioned, The proper time for gathering them is known
. de- by the hop rubbing freely to pieces, and the feed
s beginning to turn brown. They are picked in bafkets,
mllon, containing five bufthels each, and are carried to the oaft
in bags, at noon and evening, for drying. Great care
and ikill are neceflary in this branch of the bufinefs; the
e {malleft neglect or ignorance in the management of the
S fires, will fpoil the hops, and occafion great lofs to the
N planter, When dried and l'r,:ff':\_'i:nllvx' cool to get a little
.' tough, fo asnot to crumble to powder, they are put into
bags or pockets; the former containing two hundred
- weight and ahalf, and the latter, an hundred and a quar-
e ter: they are then trodden very clofe, and weighed by

- A the excifeman,
4 5 The fecond year after planting, full fized poles from
b fifteen to twenty feet in length, according to the firength
"""" of the land, which coft from 16s. to 365, per hundred, are
placed to the hills inftead of the {cconds, which are re-
moved to younger grounds. Here great care is neceflary
I 4 nog

i
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r
-

s : e A A ks ;
not to overpoie ; for by that means young gnmmh‘ are
often much weakened ; and it is equally fo, not to over-
dung them, as that will make them mouldy.

Fifty cart-loac

s of well rotted farm-vard dune and

mould, once inthree years, are generally cfteemed fuffi-

cient for an acre of land.
y ] : ] r '

Implements and Appendages to the H p Grounds,
Everv hop-plantation of four or five acres. reauires
LVETY nOop-pic¢ Ldt10on E TOu i1 Ve dACrcs, ]Lx]\] I'Ca

B = - - . 4 1 . vy .

an oall about fixteen feet {quare, which, built {ubftanti-
1 i s L N S 1. f. o]
]'u Wwith the requiite itowagce room, colls irom 1504 O
e T

A @ P s

[his is furnifhed with a fet of picking bafkets, about

twelve in number, which coft about 5s. bdi each. Allo
|

a good {cale-beam, with weights and {cales, which toge-

M )
ther colls about g/

155 < e 1 S - ey - 131 # 2 L. 1:-:] =y o LT :
A thim made wath a frame, like a whecl-barrow, 18
O e e S s
cli€emec the el 1ort: 1t cOlts apbout 24, 2s. i 111s '|I.]l‘|'n.“'

ment 1s a very ufeful and convenient one likewife for
tearing up weeds on fummer-fallows.

A harrow to be drawn by one horfe, with a {mall
wheel 1n front, to go round at the ends of the plantation,
and a pair of handles to be holden by the man who fol-
lows it, 1n order to keep it from bruifing the binds.
This implement cofts 1/, 155,

A large iron peceler, to make holes in the land for the

poles, cofts 6s. or 75. A hop-dog, to wrench up the poles,

ta T,
COl1Ls 55.
PRODUCTIONS.
There can be no certain report made of the produce of
the hop-plantations, becaufe, in fome years, the growth

of thefe diftriétsis lefs than two hundred we i;}_'nt per acre,
and 1in others it i1s fourteen or fifteen: the average may !
{even or eight,

CHAPTER
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CearpTER X.

WOODS AND PLANTATIONG.

"'"jt";‘ IE woodlands of the caftern part of Kent are dif-

perfed principally between the great road from Ro-

chefter to Dover, and the chalk-hill that runs from Folk-
ftone by Charing to Detling. Thefe woods furnith the
country with fire-wood, tillers for hufbandry ufes, and
the dock-yards with timber for fhip-building; but the
moft material part of their produce 1s the immenfe

quantity of hop-poles cut out for the neighbouring pla:
1 J o o L

tations.

L . o ’ ¥ ¥ . y = - g
The Management of Weodlands in the Difiriél extending
(] -’ L
from Chatham-Hil:
i ) 5 2 = g i L s g f I .
wopy ef a Pf";‘u, prefentes to the Kent ,f'g:.-‘cu.*:ur.:?; Society by

R. Tilden Efq.
1

h thefe woods grow, is, for the moft

to Charing.

¢ The foil on whic

” Bt andd Aleay s | hall o T LB ance fror
part, flint and clay, with chalk at no great diltance trom
. | e e '} Khalls 3 + = g - e
the furface. Where chalk 1s the chief component part of
the upper furface, the wood is of flow crowth and little

value. They are cenerally cut down from ten to four-

[

teen and to eichteen years growth ; and the price varies

i + o 1 - = Tt e e s Aot e

from 5/ to 15/, per acre, depending 1n a great mealure on
- = ] 1 1 _'_ T .

the coodnefs of the wood, the demand, and the price ol

oles. Hop-poles are the chief article which make

poles.

woods valuable in this part of the country ; there is not
onlv a conftant demand for them at home, but they are
carried as far as Maidftone, and to a confiderable dif-
tance beyond, the plantation there being fo very exten-

iy
five
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live as to require more than the woodlands in that fitua-

tion produce, and the planters prefe rring the poles which

grow upon the hills to thofc of quicker growth and nearer
home.

“ Part of the woodland in this diftri&is in the hands of
the proprictors, and part 1s lct to the tenants who o cupy
the adjoining farms. When fit to fell, it is commonly
fold by valuation. After the purchafe is made, 'and the
leaf is off, the wood iz parcelled out among the different
workmen employed by the purchafer, The firft ftep is
to clear the ftocks of the fmall {pray, buthes, &c. Thefe
are made up into bavins, bound with two wifts 4, and
are called winter kiln bavins, They fhould be fix fect
long, and two in circumference over the bands: the
price of making them is 35.
in the woods for 65, per hundred. If bufhes are wanted,

per hundred ; and they {ell

the beft are bound up 10 bundles with one wift, at 15, 64,
per load, confifting of fifty bundles ; and they fell in
the woods from 7. to 10s. per load.

¢ After the ftocks are cleared, they are cut down and
thrown into ranges, wide enough to admit a team to pafs
to fetch away the different articles. Thefe are cut out
as the ftocks are felled, and confift of firft and f{econd
beft poles, firft and fecond ordinary poles, ufe-poles,
ftakes, and binders, thatching-rods, auftry-rods, hurdle-
rods, wheel-timber, piles, and props. The remainder,
not fit or wanted for thefe purpofes, 1s thrown into the
range, where it remains to employ the woodmen in the
fpring,
““The beft firft poles are chefnut, afh, willow, and

maple : their length fhould be cighteen feet s their price
. [

varies from 30s. to 3g5s. per hundred ; chefnut-poles are
deareft, varying in price from 15/ to 20/, per 1000 in the
wood.

+ Local term for bands.

R L
§ T
¢ Th |
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« The beft fecond poles confift of the fame wood as the
firft, and are only a fmaller pole; varying in length from
fifteen to fixteen feet, They fell in the wood from 205, to
215, per hundred.

¢¢ The firft ordinary poles confift of oak, gafcoign, red
birch, beech, and hornbeam; the two laft very inferior:

their length fhould be from feventeen to eighteen feet;
they fell in the wood {rom 125, to 20s. per hundred.

‘¢ The fecond ordinary poles, varying in length from
fifteen to fixteen feet, fell in the wood from 105, to 125,
per hundred.

¢ Ufe-poles confift of afth, chefnut, willow, oak, afp,
and gafcoign, which are too large for hop-poles. They
are cut at one haltpenny each, and fell in the wood from
43d. to 6d, according to the fize, length, and goodnefs
of the wood. The largeftfort are fold by admeafurement,
from 84. to gd. and 104, per foot.

¢ Stakes and binders are cut out of hazel, afh, oak,
willow, and maple ; they are bound up in bundles,
twenty-five in each; the price of cutting is 114, each ;
and they fell in the wood from 414, to 64. per bundle,
The length of a ftake fhould be five feet; of a binder,

from fiftecn to eighteen fect.

“Thatching-rods are cut out of the fame kinds of wood
as the ftakes and binders which are not of a proper
length for binders, or large enouch for flakes. They are
bound up in bundles, fifty in each ; the price of cutting
1s 2d. per bundle; and they fell in the wood for 64. The
length of a bundle fhould be fix feet.

“ Auftry-rods are fmaller than thatching-rods, cutout of

hazel. They are ufed to bind billet-wood for the London
market. They are bound up in bundles, one hundred
rods in each; the price of cutting is 24. and they fell at
bd. per bundle 1n the wood : their length is five feet.

¢ Hurdle-

S —
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as little as poflible. .‘~:1.|Hlj‘ plants taken up in thi

manner, and planted with care, feldom fail. The y {hould

1 1 L1 e | A ol o £ 1 - o KLl Y

be looked over the next {pring, to faflen thofe which th

o T | i

ITOLC mMay have loolc NEU
« T

I'he tithe of woodlands was, a few years aco, at 2s.

in the pound ; but now varies from 2. 34. to 25. bd, and

to 35.4¢+ Many clergymen are of opinion that the woods
ought not to be cut down, but to be made up 1n the dif-
ferent articles for fale ; but this is not true : if the clergy-
man and purchafer fhould difagree, all that the latter has
to do, is to {ever every tenth perch and leaveit: the ex-
pence of doing this is found to be about 34, in the pound.
If wood therefore is fold at a fair valuation, it appears
unreafonable for any clergyman to demand more than

2s. 3d. 1n the pound, ;”

American flowering-fhrubs, require earth with them, or will thev re-

tain it. Note by Mr. Randall of Mai
+ I never heard of 3s. being paid for the tithe of wood; 25, 64, is a
common price, and ought not to bé called unre onable ; forif the pur-

chaler gives 205, for the wood and z2:. for the tythe, amounting

whole to 1/. 25., the tythe of which will be found to be nearly 2. » 2ol %
and the expence of felling, and in moft cafes 2s. 64. is a realonable
charge. Remark by the Rew, My, Pry

o n the

This mode of eftimating tythe is erroneous, becaule it ,f‘-:':\-tu,-!'._u. eleven-
tenths of the whole; and bv that means makes the tvthe roo finall
'I-I'N.' t--‘.-"-[ 1. th 1L fli'..' l:";!‘l._i' can engage only [-l ni :
fLLlI.Lf‘.'i'.'i the parfon’s {hare | i

1 of the fum the wood ]l
for, with an addition of a renth ce of fevering ; which in molk

e

cales will be found to amount to ab 3, 1n the pound, as Mr.
Tilden very ly obferves. I
¥ The practice of laving down the diflcrent forts from the ftock to

ftrike inte the ground, is a valuable difcoverv; and I beli rather a

local one. They produce hop-poles more quick by this, than in ai
other way Middle Kent Farmer.

I 1 - - (2 | 1 1

[he method is, to fele€t long healtl -hie k

| thea to

;‘t[‘,'-;'.!'.il]'_ 0o vaca in the woo I.., al s €3
two feet fquare, and fifteen inches deep, reru ning {urfac
into the bottom of the hole, and then bendine each brauch a
A r dowvrn it iy Fy s twel inches belaw
mng 'I.. daown -‘ll[." 1 P g 4 LIEN O twWeive 11 ES Deld
treading over it the remainder of XL
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- = lf = 74
General Obfervations on the preceding Table,

The oaks are all cut in the flaying feafon, for the bark
Ur all t‘l,{-‘__‘"\, rl.]]u ﬂ;Iu‘il‘!g-pOlCS are either L'.L-Ljd \.\'I][_JIL', or
cut into gates for fheep.  The hop-poles are forted into
three, four, or five forts, and fold by the hundred. The
faggots, or bavins, are made into lengths of five fect; the
beft for bakers and houfe-keepers; and on the hills they

1

make inferior forts, called kilnbrufh, which are ufed for

burning lime. Stakes and ethers are cut out before the
facoots are made. In the neighbourhood of Chatham
they cut fome {mall bundles of brufth and cord-wood,

or the ufe of fhipping and the metropolis, The wood-

lands of the Weald are tithe free

T T T P R I T T T

= e TR —

FEXHE wafte lands, the neole@ed woods, and the im-
poverifhed commons, are flriking evidences of

the neceflity and importance of enquiries li

I

ke the ]*1'!.'?1;".11’;
and the legiflature will have abundant meri ]

tin fuggelling
to the proprictors of thefe eftates a plan of 1mprove-

ment,
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ment, from which individuals and the community wilt
1

(e ]1‘-.'L‘ L

o

1e greateft advantages.

[n the county there are the following commons, ViZs
Blean Common, Charing Heath,

Swingfield Minis Lenham Heath,

Stelling Minis, Pinnenden Heath,

Rodes Minis, Cox Heath,

Ewel Minis, Langley Heath,

-

Stouting Common, Barming Hcath,
Challock Lees, Eaft }]:a”l.m_', Heath,
L § A r . ¥
Baddlefmere L.ecs Seal Chart,
3 3

Chart Leacon, Ightham Heath,

Hotficld Heath Wrothain Heath,

Hays Common, Dartford Heath,
Bromley Common, Dartford Brimps,
Boxley | :;'..i\.\ Black 1 !:'::‘}:, &c, &c.

m

T 5 nw F e £ +hafe ST O3 T l T —— |
r,‘JC whole extent of thei€ COINMIONS, .,Ji-[..\__:-h.,.,,‘

o e e ) 3 [} PR gt
does not comprehend more than 20,0C0 acres. 1 he {o1l
o i | - ~d % vy . r 1
of a few of them c ts of a poor cold loam ; of cthers,

of a wet fHff clay; but the principal part abounds 1n
T T hay ars 3 ety e iy 4
oravel and fand. ['hey are in general covered with
- r - - - r { | -.‘ & b - q*ry 1 - -y
furze and fern, interiperied with patches of grais; and
feed fome lean cattle and poor half ftarved fheep. If
s et a Fate- of feveralty g bt Pl o el 1 B S
thev were in a ftate of feveralty, under proper iyltems

+

of management, they might undoubtedly be made of
1 (e 14 ] A R 1 Ceespup P
oreat value. Inclofures would do muchj 1ndultry and

uce, and what has been

1d do more¢.

Jdue attention to the natural proc

cultivated on fimilar {oils in other places, wou
T = <y 1 7 1 o | [ ) I |
Nature is a wife counfellor, and thofe who follow her ad-

5 . 1 : % i . 3 | [
vice can, with the aid of art and obfervation, do wonders

in acriculture.

ir
i §
I {hall here take the liberty of fuggefting to the Ho-
nourable Board of Agriculture, the propriety of recom-

mendipe to the legiflature a plan for a general alt of in-
: & | &

clofure
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clofure, founded on the principle of Mr. Gilbert’s att for
incm-l-,‘-_“-;l{i,ﬂ_r; »arifhes for the fupport of the poor, {o far
as that a& relates to the calling a meeting, and deter-

mining by a majority of two-thirds in number and value
of the occupiers, whether their common fhall be divided ;
and, if determined in the affirmative, then to proceed
by appointing commiffioners, and expediting the bufinefs,
as in cafes where feparatc aéts of parliament have been

obtained.

CaarpTer XIL

IMPROVEMENT S

SecT. 1. = Drainimg.
[*]

HIS is a fubjie& of infinite importance to the prof=

perity of this kingdom, Bogs exift in moft of the
counties, more or lefs, and in fome to a wonderful extent;
the whole of which is convertible to the very beft land,
by proper management,
In Kent we have a great many fmall patches of boggy
and {pungy lands, formed by means which will hereafter
be mentioned. We have al{o feveral exten{ive parcels of

marfh-lands, which in the winter months are frequently

C
.‘u.

rendered t()T:l”}' ufelefs, and of much lefs value in {fum-
mcr, The quantity of thefe two kinds of wet lands
K amounts

— - _.":-L__
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amounts to fome thoufand acres, the whole of which,

ht be improved, in its annual

at a very fmall expence, mig
value, at leaft 1/, per acre.

Befides thefe, there is much land of confiderable value
that might be greatly improved, by a proper attention to
the general principles of drainage.

The different kinds of drainage may be arranged under
the following heads, viz.

1. Upland Drainage,
2, Flood Drainage, and
3. Bog Drainage.

Upland Drainage is effefted in two ways; cither by fur-
face drains, or by hollow drains, The firft is done by
laying the land in ridges, and leading the water, by means
of furrows, into narrow channels made with the fpade,
and thence by a general conduttor to the ftreams. This
kind of drainage is praétifed only on {oils having a clay

furface, or any other fubftance impenetrable by water

and the method ufed in Kent is to lay the land in flat
ridges, either a half or a whole rod in width;
is very wet, narrow ridges are made; and if but moderately

(o, wider ones. When the land is ploughed, the furrows

between the ridges are opened with a plough, having a
1 - ] S e Lhiar sxili~ ™ e e At E
molul -board on cach fide, by which 2 drain for the water
" 1 1 ' - s | iy "
is madec 3 and at the lower parts of the field a channel is
¥ 1. s A+] +] Pl . o
il out abp I breadtn o1 tnc ’.i.i: , to receive the
-~ ] | 1 Yy
¥y rom ¥ g LUl | 1Way 15 01
m . ] [ svable clav - {oil
_"_'! | 1\ L y ! 5 -‘Il‘l 16« L n
r - 1 . -
iS5 1T L« [ | 51 el
1
turn n T ' . ) hieh round
[ CHEYE COLUnNL I | | e POl 15 I
1 - . |
Mol - 1 ( ¢ i o1
L ( Vine and l o | 1 € 1in i1l v
.
Squis

]
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equally over the furface of the ridge in fummer, when

CVEery L.!;'n;w uf- water n {‘-T_:]la: 1:t:noﬁ (‘.“'1.‘":;{2111 nce to '.',-;'[;.\;..

- . N IO b i ' p
taticnj while the high round ridg t off little fudden
fhowers, and the crops growing thereon in dry feafons,

r

are in a ftarving ftate for the want of a fuffici

r b  ipedly o s vy 1o r ',.‘ o
Ol mmhm_. Great t.}.'_;mafh‘m are made by mne to 1nat

ridges, alledging that the furface 1s more likely to be in-
Pl b | 5 e
crufted and baked together, 'u the water ftandine thereon

after heavy thowers ; but even if it fhould be fo, the evil
is eafily remedied by taking the firft opportunity of a

dry {feafon 1n the {pring to harrow the {furface of a wheat-

crop; or, to prevent the miichief, by all crops
and borine Ahe imferrale Brihand k ' -
and hoeinge the intervails by hand ix re to be

had; and, if not, by feuflling the furface with horfe-hoes.

At any rate, the evil of an incrufted or bound furface,

which may be {o eafily remedied, 1s not to be put in com-

petition with the advantages refulting from having a

level furface to retain the fmall Thowers that fall in a dry

{fummer.

The fecond mode of draining upland is by hollow
drainage ;3 which is prattifed on all land having a porous
o i o i
{o1l on the furface, and a rctentive clay-foil a little be-
wet till the water is taken
away by fome aruficial means. The method is to cut

angular channels at fuch places, and at fuch diftances

low it, which keeps the furfac

from each other, as the nature of the foil feems to ';Uiluii'c;

which muft be determined Ea) L'X'llf..'i'iL".’?L.'JL]l men f

[roim

local circumftances; fuch as, whether the retentive bed of

clay be a greater or lefs depth fromm the {urface; and
whether the field to be drained has a ater or lefs fall

for the ready puflage of the water. The method of 1}1..-

{fervin he le’ omen-and frep. 3
ierving thc channels open and frec, i1s various,

Iav flints or ftones at the bottom h TYCEN
1“-‘ I1ines o1 Ones af 11 DOLL 1,4 otners ‘:.i...'
ey * Cen 1 M ] PR
wood : anc ! e tr 1 Wi {houlders towards
I +1
A : Tl
. | ——
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the bott n a toft of grafs, with the
grais-1id ine an entire f.".l\'il}

for the pa of the water n either cafe, the trench

is filled up and levelled with the mould that was dug out

of it. Thefe under-ground drains, when they are well
executed and made of a fufficient depth, out of the reach

re of caltle or c: ,'.'-;'::_.';'n, will laft

of moles and
from ten to twenty years, and upw ;:'_:l.mf_ and land may be

mode at an expence of from I§s. to 304,

per acre. in proportion to the number of channels requn ed.

But it fhould be obferved here, that many attempts at
| i - e -
hollow draining made on boggy and ipungy

to a want of the knowledge

{foils without fucce

of the original caufe of the mifchief; which will be ex-
plained when the drainage of that fort of land 1s men-

tioned.

1I. Flood Drainage. This kind of drainage 1s very

little attended to in fome parts of this county ; for want
of it, many cxtenfive tralts of marfh-land are very much

injured; and a benefit, which otherwife would accrue by
a great increafe of property in mutton, wool, and beef,
.

5 ;1,.|-] the 11'1'.|':1|EC.

15 thereby loft to individua

The mifchief of floods is obvious; and, fortunately, fo
is the remedy, when their caufes are known. Thefe are,
:

firft, rain falling on retentive lands, v hofe furface is below

the level of the river where embankments arc wanting,
= = i L i v
or are defeftive. The npuifance in fuch cales can only

be removed by evaporation or machinery ¥; but it
o 1 o )
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!'[ 134
it Let the fupply of

'. pply of water be cut off, and the aquatic plants

|
.l'l foon die ; by which the bog is no longer a mafs of vege- ‘
table matter, but becomes a body of firm rich mould, in _

the nature of a rotten dui

fore, when once it

-
1
B M = = | 11 |
. eft and moil valuablc hence it 1s obvious, that all
| g s .
1-"’.-"'1\'.__'} lands m: Y OC 1ncreaicd 1n their ann 1al value, afl
\: i = 1 LTl : ]
_.II leaft 20s. per acre, and probably to twice that amount.
I, .. |
o el ! i ey e i ) A Eiam 1. -
i I he {prings that occafion the bogs, iflue from the foot
‘ £ agaly s B I nt hills : and tl mothod nf diaintno - |
| Of thc adjacent hills ; and the method ol araining, ol
W ! 5 e rlar A = e T 1 5 3o Lior #}
'# II10rc Plu!u. 1]:. l:x'{l;t‘}'ri,:‘_‘_,_. the ,lak;.:.;\: as difcovered Dy the

. : ingenious Mr, Elkington, is {o fimple, eafy, and certain

|, in 1ts effedts, that it needs only to be made public, to be

{fl' generally adopted, and it will then produce the moft ,
| beneficial effects to the community. For, befides the great
I. increafe of national wealih, by the deftruion of all the
bogs in the kingdom, amounting in value to many hundred

' thoufand pounds a year, the improvement of the health 1

y of the neighbouring inhabitants is of the utmoft Impor-
: tance ; not to mention the increafe of population, by the
improvement and culture of thefe now barren and almoft .
i wafte diftriéls, i
;l- [t may be prefumptuous in me to enter at large int -
: ; this fubje&l, after the excellent rc port which has be

S P 1 1 . ! g .
made on Mr. Elkincton’s mode of dra

nredid -t +1 2 5% F 2 '
pre lident of the Board of :"‘_"l'%."uh'-_.'

g I'e |
vhen i Thed - :
when publifhed by the Honourable Board, ma
, the hands of many who may not have an opportunity ot '
{eeing the other, I fhall juft mention fuch ideas as have \
occurred to me on this {ubjedt, together with the outlines | |
of Mr. Elkington’s plan, I
| ; S : = b < : - !
Water falli o from the clouds, 1n rain or 1n dews, on -
the {urface of the carth, de Is in perpendicular rec- |
i
tions through all porous foils, fuch as chalk, ftonc | =
1 s 5
! 1
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oravel, fand, &c. until it meets with a bed of clofe tena-

cious earth ; of which clay 1is the principal and moft re-
tentive : the water being there ftopped in its defcent,
burfts out overthe edges of the bed of clay, in the natare
of a fpring ; from thence it flows down the fides of the
hill, and produces a bog., The hills containing fand, rock,

and gravel, in this county, and I fuppofe in mof! others,
have beds of clay at their bafe, lying confiderably above

ich interf{c& the

the level of the bottom of the vales wl
hills. ~ The method pratifed fo fuccefsfully by Mr, El-
kington, is to cut off thefe {prings from their fource by
deep channels, in lines nearly in the direétion of the val-
lies, thence conveying the water down to the rivers or
fewers below.

When the dire&ion for a drain is marked out, it is necef-

fary to begin at the bottom next the river, carrying the

fal

trench gradually up to the {pring-head, under the guidance
of a {pirit level : a fall of an inch in four or five rods,
1s {ufhicient to carry c:JE"t‘nr: water. As the workmen pro-
ceed in making the trenches for the drains, holes are made
in them with a hu:'m.:_;_' auger, 1n order to tap the fprings,
and let out as much water as poffible. If, from the fitua-

tion of the land and foil, it 1s neceflary to make very deep

channels, then drains of ftone or brick are laid, and the
drain 1s covered in with the carth that is dug out; but
otherwife, open frenches will ;‘.i‘,:".\‘.,r every 1:11!']1[;-51_',

The mouth of the drain thould belaid on a little e green

bruth-wood, to prevent its ‘n?:f.-.ll‘.-‘-_ ,':'_‘u the earth, If any

trees are found near the direction of the drain, they thould

be dug up, as otherwife their roots are hiable to get into
e D e N = Sl o T e L s L 1t
e drain; where they grow wilh iuch rapidity as to .,1L]1:l

or choke it in a few vears, If a fmall quantity of water

only 1s expefted to come down the drain, a breadith of

four or five inches is fufficient; but if a quantity is
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found 1fTuing from feveral {prings, or comes from a con-
fiderable diftance, by which an accumulation of water
follows, then the drain fhould be about fix or feven inches
wide. If made with bricks, and the foil on which they
are laid is a foft quickfand, they fhould be laid flat; but
if clay or firm earth, laying them on their edges will do 3
the depth of the drain fhould be greater at the lower end
than at the upper; namely, three bricks at the lower end,
two in the middle, and one at the upper part.

H. Darrel, Efq. of Cale-Hill (very much to his honour)
is the firft who has undertaken bog-drainage in this
county, under the direftion of Mr. Elkington. He
commenced his operations in the {pring of 1795, and
has, in the courfe of about eight months, very effectually
drained about feventy acres, which were worth about 7s.
or 8s. per acre, and now will very Iilr}:'i']},’ be to him in-
valuable, on account of their fituation, clofe to his man-
fion ; but, independent of that circumftance, this land
will be increafed in its annual value full 20s5. per acre:
lj}r which, he has the ﬂL‘clL;iﬁl.Lfm of an eftate of 70/, per
annum for an expence not yet afcertained ; but which
will hardly exceed 200/, or gool.  Cattle have {fometimes
been laid up on thefe bogs, fo that they have been obliged
to be drawn out by ropes from places which, in one year
or lefs, from the time of the drains being cut, are become

firm enough to bear the tread of horfes.

S E ¢ T. Il. — Paring and Burning.

Or all the improvements in the cultivation of land
that have been hitherto made in Kent, this ftands fore-
moft ; fome of the Very worft land i'.;n—'i:'.f_'; been made to
produce excellent crops; and poor chalky downs, of
ECLII‘CL'I}’ any value in their t_rr]gm:ll ﬂa:c, are 11}* p:u'jng

and burning made to produce good turnips and clover,

and
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and crops of corn, often equal in value to double the fee-
fimple of the land. Inftead of the land being injured by

the operation, as fome theorifts imagine, provided it be
i ’ (=)

4 they under a proper {yftem of management and fairl y dealt by,
t; but it is put into 2 progreflive ftate of improvement, from the
1do; time of 1ts {urface 1'-ui1!g burnt. It has lll'L'LllLL'ﬁl]} hap-
rend pened, that land, after burning, has been fown with corn
ver end, four or five years in tu;_‘t'--ﬁ'.un, without E:-I;i:]:_':' folded

‘L‘n'i]ll HECLEJ} or Liﬂ}' ].,‘il'-"l_' of Ii[‘. i'!I'L_‘.I(!.L].LfE.‘ CVeT I'CtLlL'ilC(t 1]]

manure 3 even charlock and other weeds have been fuf-

fered to remain, by which it has been annually burthened

e He with a double crop : hence it has been left in an impo-
3% and verifhed ftate, and the burning is unjuftly condemned
for the mifchief done by the negligence and rapacity of

na the cultivator.
i in- Let the land, when burnt, be perfeétly cleaned from
M- charlock and other weeds, by growing turnips until the
nd weeds are totally eradicated by hoeing, &c,; let the tur-
;s nips be fed off the land, by fheep lying on the land day
ol. ner and night; then fow it with barley and clover; the lat-
fl,” ter to be fed off with fheep, folding them on the land for
.I,_.;;,. wheat. Laftly, return the ftraw produced upon the land
o in manure mixed with clay or loam, or any other frefh
_ earth that is near at hand, for a fecond Norfolk rotation,
|: which ma y be re l‘JL'&[Q‘(:; or the land may be fown witl
fainfoin, to remain till a turf is formed fit for paring
and burning again. This plan being purfued, the prac-
e r]cc (;.1" 1\1'.1'{‘4'::;?1' 11:11.' 1-[}'11 ‘\'.'-IH not gl\t. ;11‘.}' L:n.'.!-t' -‘..ﬂc coms=-
plaint, either to landlord or tenant. Theorifts exclaim,

that by paring and burning, the ftaple of the land is re-
L - [

duced, and the foil is wafted ; which may be fomewhat

] 4 true: but all this is very immaterial, if {ine crops of corn

gy ' ean be produced where none ever grew before, and the
a3y Jand at the fame time be improved.

(i The
and

= . e = S — = —_— = e —— e
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8

. 1

. 12t P A e T o i e et B
he method of paring moit in ufe, 1s with downfhare

as thick as the nature

ik
i

or breaft-ploughs, taking off a turf

of the foil will admit, from half an inch to two inchess
the thicker the better, provided there
tion of vegetable matter contained within it, to make it

burn well ; the expence for paring it a moderate thick-

nefs, where the land is not very flinty, is 20s. per acre ;

2
for laying it up in heaps and burning, 105 ; and for

o

{preading the athes, 25, A coat of manure is thus pro-

] ~ T ha lan e 3 9 2

duced on the land, of fiom eighty to one hundred-and-

hixty cart - loads per acre, for the trifling expence of
“

33% A hundred cart-loads of dung, purchafed from

3

g . : g8 :
neighbouring towns and villages, at the diftance of three

miles from the land, would coft, carriage home included,
tcn times the price of downiharing, and yet would not
umprove the land more.

Where the land is well covered with turf, it may be

i

ploughed for

ng, about two inches deep, with a

. 1
: %
in e

of horfes

cominon ;ﬂt.:;i:;;il, drawn by a 3 €ar
forint: and ds foon as a drvino vind {ete ; L sl
!!_-[:;_‘. dld 45 1000 as a di -Illl._l Winda 1CLSs 1n, Li1€ Tun
may be laid in heaps, and burnt by labourers for 1/, 1s.
per acre : which will produce near two hundred cai
per a N i Wi producc ncar two hunared cart-
e
alts .\I\‘.

All wafte banks inacceflible to the plough, and {lips
along road-fides, are dug with a fpade, and burnt to

alhes for 64. a cart-load, of about thirty bufhels.
I'hefe afhes, carried out on fallowsin June, at the ratc
v 1

oI twenty cart-loads per acre, afford a molt excellent

Huna- IOr a crop ot turnips,
i I . g =
f? E C T I bo = JVIQREYINT.
'HE fort lv i i
i | C enlv in uie i1n this county,
1 : i ] i -
1 cung, 1hec) C k. ‘turt= , {oot, coal-
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afhes, fea-weed, woollen-rags, and lime ; with a variety

of other manures, too numerous and trifling to be par-
e |

ticularized in a general report.
1 1 -

Ihll‘_’: of horles, cattle, and hogs, 1§ miXed together

in large heaps, and laid in the fields intended to be ma-
1 ol
11 irein

|

: ) =
nured, ufually on a layer of

2 . ;
tepth, duc out of hedge-rows, wafte banks, or ufelels

r = 1 oy | :
{pots ofland. When the heap of dung 1s made up, iome
1 o 2

perfons give it a covering of mould ; and it is an excel-
lent prafice to keep it moift, and prevent evaporation.
After it has lain a month or two to ferment, it is
trenched over at the expence of 3s5. 64. per hundred cart-

.

lvine a few weeks lonoer P A

Ivinge a tew weeks longer, 1t 151
d D &

—

loads; and then, after

~

for ufe. This manure is laid on the land at the rate of

. of twenty bufhels each per

from forty to fixty cart-loa
)

PR, Tl
ACrC, 111G 1C

expence of carrying out the heap, when

P e S R J ] e ahant - T l relrad o0t
convenienuyy !l!.'...L\{) 15 da00utL ]3\. :'f,| 1Unared cCeart=

43

1 1' - Y 1 i - -' -0 FY 13 'F
loads, and for fpreading, 3s. 64.

‘The principal part of this {fort of manure is carricd out
10r wheat or pcans. S0IMne tarmers dung 1or baricy, 4
others for turnips.

T . - o Eygat 3 . ey
Vanuring with the fheep-fold is practifed on fallow-

lands 1n the {pring months, atter baricy 10WiDg, for tur-

nips ; then on fallows or clover-lays, for wheat; anc
when that feafon is over, the fold is removed to either
wheat ftubbles or turnips, in order to fold the land for
the fuccceding crop of barley or oats.

0 R e o e a2 £ T Al A acrein a week =
wo hundred _r.g.:h:_',l will fold about an acrein a week ;

the value of which is from 20s. to 30s. in proportion to

the time of the vear; the laft folding in the autumn, next
v o . R o 1
plouchine for wheat, being the moft valuable.
Chalk 1s ufed to ereat advantage as a manure en iome

Is, havine no calcareous earth; in quantity,

om fifty to cighty cart-loads per acre. Its beneficial

cifecis

e — .




cftecCls are {aid to laft twenty e value of it

gl
-
3
—
.

often eftimated between outgoing and incoming tcnants,
when lately laid on, as high as 5/ per acre.

o] [l e e Sl S Rl olet TR Aol 2 1
[here are many foils, however (indecd throughout the

greateft part of th

1§ countv, where chalk 18 1n ]:'.‘i;Z'\',j

which derive no benefit from 1t. Some farmers, from
obferving the beneficial effeéls of ch as a manure at
other places, have been tempted to ufc it on their lands ;

where 1t has proved to be of no Kind of ufe; and much

time and expence have been entirely thrown away

The beft method of ufing it, is to fpread it early in the
autumn, in order that it may be thoroughly drenched
with rain, that the froft may have its full operation up
it ; by which means it is well pulverized when the thaw
comes on, and will mix the more readily with the {oil.

Old grais-lands on wet fandy orclay foil, over-run with

furze or ruthes, are greatly improved by chalk.

I'urf-afthes, if fpread on poor chalky thin lands for

turnips, at the rate of about twenty cart-loads of thirty

uce a FOo0

bufhels each per acre, will feldom fail to proc

crop : and it is well known, that if once a good crop of

urnips can be obtained on fuch poor lands, a good

foundation is

aid for future improvements,

Turf-afhes are often ufed for wheat, and
for other crops ; but there 1s no application ot them
PSis Pl
advantageous as that of ufine them for turnips.
: : . ! ! o
Soot 1s a valuable manure for a top-drefline on [
: ; i = wl
#oin, clover, lucern, and meadows: it is ufually pur-
1 - - 0 . - 5 "
chafed at the neighbouring towns for 64, per buthel, a

ifown on the land at the r

e of forty or fiftv bulhels per

107 e 1 i i i
acre, early in the {pring.

Coal-athes are a cood manure for the

L |
e
]

but not fo much ufed, on account of thei

amnption

in the manufacture of bricks: the price at the tos is
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..... - Tt R Y £ I % lhmlAs=mme S O
ipring, at rate or I« Or nive chaldrons per acrc.
¢

Cold, wet, clay meadows are much improved by them.

Sea Weed. is 1s a moft excellent manure, being
1 ~ * -
a mafs of v tabl firongly 1mmpregnated with

{alt, Immenie quantities are fometimes thrown by the

: winds i ides on the fhores of Th et irom whnence
- it is carted throuch {loping in the chiff to the
land,
1% =i AR e 5 e rale o€ wing
W a q comes afhore, after a gale of wind,
{fet all hands to work, to get as much as
3 i
= 1 5 e | | - , g L
ile the tide ferves, left the next fhould
Gperes . S e At - ATy ] t it hex 1
carry 1t away ; andif it happens 1n ti nt, they work
- ¥ 1 " 1 T " ¥ v r B |
at it then till ftopped by the wateis coming on. Dome
- 1
farmers will E1 1 ) Or I e hu ed
1 . 3 b 1 .
L g | L L = 111 1 L 1POLS
o1 | 1. : v ) \ I n weeda ul 15
they oet 1 - 1 L ) 1
conveni pportunit :
! ’ Mo 1
Q1 v HTIOUTIIL y 1E il
d il aps 1 pt a v i vt
1 l 3 .
( I‘.J IMELNOa O 1 5 L2 MIXINg 1
1 1 - 3 oY 1 T
; the o ¥ dune 1n the mixX-Diils, IC1s Of gre n
helpine to rot the dry part of dung ed ut of the
4 4
farm-yard 1in lumme
Woollen Rarss. The chief ufe of thele as manure, 15
: ] |
to lay them round the hills of . : the method is
. T IR el L S
to open the hill, and place the rags, ready cutnto (mall
preces, two or three inches iguare, ciole round ine roots,
1 r 1 [ w1 - S 2 3 Ll
a little below the {urface of the land, and ummediately
. “ | .| A 2 T L. - s mrh e
cover them up with mouid. A ton of rags per acre 1s
the ufual guantity, which 1s abo VO 1 id A
I 11 1 1 L " ! =
quarter to every hill of hops 1 they coit from 44.to Gl per
ton. I* or i.]]\ oray ¥ a 5 1 20 Il Ca 3
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the rags operate in the nature of a {punge, to retain the
moifture in a dry feafon, and thereby fupport vegeta=
tion; but, on the contrary, in a rainy {fummer it is {up=-
poled they do great injury, by producing the mould.

11

Lime. The tenants of the Weald of Kent are bound

by the covenants of their leafes, to lay on their fallows

1 ~ " : 1 1 I |

a h'.'.‘.'hr['f_‘ci ]Ji!fi'i_"I‘; 01 }'[IE;‘ PCT aCrec and they oenec .'.;_:\,‘
i . ehi0e )

lay on double that quantity., This lime is made of
chalk, from the hill which runs through the county from

B T [l . S B L Fom
ll.‘].:n:UIZL' to )‘-i.l.n!ﬂc_\.]r, XC s allt 18 Drougnt ifrom the
diftance of twenty miles to fome of the parifhes, thoug
there 1s excellent limeftone in the centre of the Weald -

and even in the parith of Betherfden, famo

:
limeftone, called Betherfden Marble, chalk-lime is pre-
ferred; and the chalk to make it is procured at a con-

fiderable diftance.
'l"‘ ) e ifrmeriad 3 - = i o | Lo " i
e iime 1s diiperied in neaps,” of a load or two at a
place, during the fummer, and fpread with a fhovel out
& ¥ st +1 1443 e oy ] n
ot a cart before the laft pl rhine for wheat: which is
generally fown in the month of O&ober. Lime is very

- o

little ufed in any other part of this county: it has been

tried on various foils in Eaft Kent, fuch as chall , clay
loam, and hazel-mould; without any apparent good

effedt.

Sand has been {fpread, at the rate of a cart-load a
perch, upon ftiff cledge foils, without being of any ufe ;
and tanners bark, at the rate of fifty cart-loads per acre,
has been fpread on chalk foils, and ploughed in for tur-
nips, fucceceded by barley : both crops very inferior
where the bark was laid on,to that of fome adjoining
and manured with turf-afhes,

Kelp, ground to powder, has been fown at the rate of
twenty cwt, per acre on pafture, fainfoin, and clover,
le effe€t. There can be no doubt,

bus

‘,-',.:.‘,\1 + anv {endfl
vitnout any ienh
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but that many valuable difcoveries may be made, as to
the ufe and effet of other {ubftances as manures, through
the aid of chymiftry : but theorifts in that fcience are
too apt to recommend compofitions which, when put to
the trial, prove ufclefs. Woriters, therefore, on this fub-
je&t, fhould be cautious how they recommend expenfive

manures, without proof of their utility.

i

SEcT: 1V, Weedine.

=

TH1s county has long been noted for its clean crops

i B A R I e e e e e P R S, |
of corn: and a flovenly farmer is an obje of reproach
to all his neighbours. The hufbandry of Eaft Kent

o

= b Al o Mo By e P T R )
and the middle of the county, about .\1..!L!;-,'.2i1c_, 1§ CX=

tremely neat, I here are three different modes of weed-

ih;‘; the corn ufed here ’\."!'f.,) horfe-hoeing, ]1Li11d-11tu:inq,
and hand=weeding. The bean and bea-cron isifvarial
and hand-weeding., lhe bean and pea-crop isinvariably

horfe-hoed two or three times; the firft, as {oon as the
rows appear; they are then hoed by the hand along the
fides of the furrows, with a plate about five inches wide ;
as foon as that is done, they are horfe-hoed a fecond

tune ; and if a fecond | h cefiary,

=
—
=

= = ~ s 1 -
lll:li!—h{}iﬂ {"IE"_‘ 15 Tnouy

it 1s repeated ; and then the beans are horfe-hoed a
, . = . . 3 .- 1 -
third time with an earthing plate, to raife the mould

againft their ftems.

B P e s iy e | ol 5 z -
Peale are {eldom horfe-hoed more than twice: both

3o P Y e AT I 1 i o P hild s
crops are ulually looked over by women and children,
] nick out by hand 1 R e A 1 have lefi
who picK out by hand iluch weeds as the hoes have leit,
viany other crops of corn 1n rows or drills, fuch as
Lol 3 1 e * 1 |
Cian Y3 8] 5 \ . 1 '.[ 0dls, darf | th ll - el [104

figt - x : )
1and-hoed 11 « 5 1n moft kinds of land in the

5013 x 1 ,
eaftern part of the cou , but more particularly in t
i 4

’ , ir :
beit lands, are weeded in this manner: A gano of from
ten to twe , Chiei ws and girls, walk th the
{-- 'l

g e = e ==
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corn in June, and the beginning of July, attended by 4
careful man to look after them ; and with angular weed-
hooks cut up rthifties and other weeds; at the {ame time,

pulling up by the roots tuch weeds as will eafily draw.
It is contrary to reafon and nature, to expe&t that the
earth can produce a full crop of corn, and a crop of

weeds at the {ame time ; and therefore, 1f the weeds are

eradicated, moft certainly a better crop of corn may be
expected.

The pooreft land which ftands moft in need of every
afliftance that art and induftry can give it, is generally
moft neglefled ; crops of charlock i1n full bloom are
feen on fome chalky downs in the month of June, over-
topping the puny half ftarved corn, dazzling the eyes of
the beholder with its luftre, but blafting the hopes of the
penurious cultivator, However, it 1s much to the credit
of Kentifh farmers, that there are not half the weeds to be
{feen now on the poor lands that there were twe nty ycars
ago, The good lands have always been kept very clean.

L

[hiftles are often cut out of the corn with {mall
{puds #*, in the fame manner, from grafs-lands; but the
beft and moft certain method of deftroying thiftles on
orafs-lands, is to let them alone till they are in full

i

J
while voune, they pi'-‘c[uf‘t frefh fhoots from the

bloom, and then to mow them with a fcythe; forif the
arec cut
fides of each plant; but when mowed in full bloom, the

ftem is hollow ; by which the rain-water and dews de-

{cend into the heart of the plant, and it foon dies,

SEecT. V, — Watering.

[

2 T £} oo 3 S - 1 e e o e T e
I'ne praflice of irrigating meadows, 1S an 1mprove-

ment of infinite importance 3 by which, many poor
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orafs-lands are made to produce ahundant crops, and

good lands are made much more valuable ; butlam forry
to fay, the praftice has yet very few friends in this
county.

There are many rivers, rivulets, and rills flowing
through various parts of Kent, offering their fireams for
the melioration of many thoufand acres of grafs-lands ;
fome of which are at prefent poor, and unproduétive,
and at too great a diftance from manures, to receive any
aid of that kind,

The waters being properly thrown over thefe lands,
would render them capable of producing a much greater
quantity of hay, and of maintaining an increafed num-
ber of valuable animals; thereby greatly adding to the
ftock of manure for the improvement of other lands, and
ultimately increafing the employment of labourers, and
confequently adding to population,

Before any attempt is made to irrigate the land, it
fhould be well drained; then, having the command of
the water, gGDd crops may be produced at 1\]::111111‘.

Bogs, when ‘drained, and the foil is become a firm
compa& body, will become by irrigation, the richeft
meadow, and be increafed in their annual value from 14
to 2/, per acre; and, as water i1s always at command on
an old bog, the expence of laying it out for irrigation
muft of courfe be very trifling, in comparifon with the
magnitude of improvement.

There are two material objeéts obtained by this prac-
tice at one time ; namely, manuring the land, and water-
ing it,

It is a well known fa&, although feeminzly a paradox,
that irrigating is moft beneficial in the greateft floods of
rain; becaufe then the waters are moft impregnated with
rich particles of manure, wathed down from the arable up-

L lands 3
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lands : and when thrown over meadows, form a thick {e-
diment, that operates as a rich and fertilizing manure.

It 1s to be obferved, that although thefe linds are re-

ma‘.'!n;ﬂ.ﬂ.}' kindlv for fhee p, particularly ewes and lambs
in the {pring, they are certainly produftive of the rot,

1f {heep are put upon the

A gentleman in Eaft Kent, a few years ago, turned a
little rill over a meadow, and made his grafs grow very
luxuriantly ; and, not being acquainted with the bufi-
nels, frequently, in the auntumn, turned a large flock of
theep into it; the whole of which he loft the follow-

ing {pring by the rot 3 and the land has never been 1rri-

gatr_'i] fince.

It muft be obvious to everyv one, that to have the com-

mand of water, by which a dry foil can be faturated

with moifture in a burning time, muft be the means of
promoting vegetation, when otherwife the grafs would
be L,"U o away.

When farm-yards are fituated on a declivity, the
wafhings and overflowings of them are invariably turned
into conductors, to lead them away to diftant rivers. ] his
1s entirely throwing away a great treafure, which might
be conveyed at pleafure to any adjoining field below the

level of the farm-yard .

LU=k i el a1
ject, fee Bolwell’s Irmgation,

CHAPTER
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- SEc T, I.— Cattle,
& FEIHIS not being a dairy or grazing county for cattle,
we have no particular breed that may be allowed
"'I- the n])]wr.-llutiun of Kentith Cattle. The fort Louf{ilt n
by graziers to be fattened for fale in the marfhes of
o {1 Eaft Kent} are from North and South Wales, which are
o brought by the Welch drovers to Canterbury and other
_ markets ; and the chief part of the dairy-cows are {clec-
M ted from thofe droves : others are a mixture of thofe and
turned home-bred cattle, of various forts and thapes. The prin-
s Thi cipal obje€t as to a cow here, 1s the giving a large

quantity of milk. If a cow, though ever fo ugly, 1s a

w the v oy e A -
R good milker, and produces a cow calf, 1t 1s often reared
for the dairy. There are no ox-teams ufed here; which

the occafion of there being but little attention

1s partly
S lm".f to the fize and 1'1.1;315-: of the cows.

It is fomewhat extraordinary, and much to be regret-
ted, that, in a county where agriculture is arrived at

rfetion, there fthould be fo little attentior

paid to the breed of cattle.
In Weft Kent, the dairies are {fmall, {eldom exceeding
fix or ecight cows, and thofe are home-bred, between
thofe of Staffordfhire, Wales, and Suflex. Some of the
prER {finall dairics of three or four cows, have the Waelch fort

only, L2

In
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[n the Weald of Kent, the cattle are of the Suffex
breed, both for the pail and plough.

Some farmers are more careful in the choice of bulls
and breeding-cows than others; but there is not that at-
tention paid to this department of farming bufinefs as
in the midland counties,  The fineft bull of this diftriét
would hardly fell for twenty guineas, although he may
be very handfome in every refpe&, and weigh, if killed,
fifty or fixty {core. Thefe cattle are almoft invariably
of a deep red colour, and remarkable for a Kindly foft
ikin. Their bone, in proportion to their great fize, is
fmall. The beft of them have a great breadth of loin,
and length of firloin and rump, with a fmall head and
neck 3 their horns are fhort, and ftand u'im';nn!n. They
have a ready difpofition to fatten; and {feem to delerve
the attention of the curious in cattle, as much as any
fort in the kingdom, If the fame care was taken here
in breeding them, asis done in other counties, the breed
might be greatly improved; and probably fome of the
beft might be found equal in value to a Shakefpear 4, ora
Brindle Beauty j.

Within thefe few years, fome cows have been brought
from the iflands of Alderney and Guernfey, for the ufe
of the dairies of gentlemens families. Thefe are a very
fmall ill-made kind of cattle; but they are remarkable
for giving milk of a very rich quality, yielding a greater
portion of cream, and making more butter from a given
quantity of milk, than any other kind of cattle ; the

butter too is of a beautiful yellow colour, and is highly

f, fo called, fold at public auétion, at the fale of the late

Mr. Fowler’s live ftock of Rollwright, near Chipping Norton, for

2Gi. 1.
Since {old

£
i

r four hundred guineas.

A cow, thus named, fold at the fame fale for 273/
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r efteemed for its fine flavour. Whether thefe kinds o
ae Suffee cows will preierve their {uperiority in this refpet many
years, if bred and kept in this county, time only can dif=
cover; but it is moft probable, that fo1l and climate will
operate in the courfe of time, fo that there will be no per-
ceptible difference in the quality of the cream and but-
ter between thefe and common Englifh cows.

An experiment was tried here laft fummer between a

large home - bred cow, of eight years old, and a {mall

Alderney, two years old:
gal Ib. oz.

The home-bred cow, ) o :
35,whichmade10 3

% in 7 days, gave J 3
i ) : utter.
: I'he Alderney cow, 1n }
ind ! o l14 ———— 68
the {ame time, gave J

The cattle which are fed in Romney Marfh, are taken

QEIErvVe
25 any into keep chiefly from thofe farmers who keep lambs
during the winter. Thus, by a temporary exchange of
¢ biee ftock between the farmer and the grazier, each party 1s
S accommodated 3 for if the grazier could not put out his
b 0ra lambs in the winter, he muft alter his prefent {yftem of
i 1d be very much dif-

grazing; and the upland farmer woul
rreffed with his bullocks in the fummer, when his paftures
are referved for hay, or fed with his dairy. The farmer
keeps the lambs about thirty weeks from the beginning

of September ; and the grazier keeps the bullocks about

markable :
iR twenty weeks from the middle of May.
reater g q >
£ Some graziers buy Welch calves in the autumn, put
13 gIVeR 7 . 7 s 3 .
S them out to keep in farm-yards for the winter, and in
iy the forine place them among their fheep, where they get
e hiohly L =l st cm among < e o
3 HiCiY . 1 . - .
' fat in a few months, and weizh from cighteen to twenty-
b it two {core each,
Narton, 14 A very few oxen are fattened, which are bought in
from the plough-teams of the wealds of Kent and Suflex :
L3 they
fieemed
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they are very large, and have a referve of the beft grafs
to themfelves. From their fize, they require a longer
time to get fat than the f{maller forts : they ufually
weigh from forty-five to feventy {core each

Before concluding this fe&ion, it may be proper to ob-
ferve, that farmers at different parts of this county
have been, and ftill are, in the habit of fattening oxen,
and other cattle, in ftalls, on potatoes and hay, or ftraw ;
others on turnips and cabbages, and hay or ftraw; and
likewife on oil-cake and nay. By thele means the cat-
tle are frequently made very fat: but it is gencral v ob-
ferved bv the moft experienced men, that this fyflem is

i) ki 5 Sl o T e - - - £ o el
not prontabie, the chief :uin:.l;.u;-; being that of raifing

2 fupply of good manure for the arable lands : a confi-

deration, which by fome is not thought to be of fufficient

importance to pay for the rifk and trouble of attending
ftall-fed oxen,

SEcT. 1L — Shep,

KENT has long been famous for a fine breed of (heep,
called in the county, Romney Marfh Sheep ; but in
Smithfield, where great numbers are {old every week,
Kent Sheep, They are remarkable for arrivi 1g at an ex-
traordinary degree of fatnefs at an early age, and for pro-
ducing a large fleece of very long fine wool. Theft cir-
cumftances combined, render this perhaps the moft valu-

able of anybreed inthe kingdom, not excepting the famous

Difhley fort, whofe wool, confefledly, is very coarfe.
Their carcafes and legs are rather long, and bones
large, in comparifon with fome other breeds ; they have
no horns; and their faces and legs are white.
The fat wethers at two years old, weigh from twenty-
two to twenty-cight pounds per quartcr.,

Their
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Their wool is the combing fort of the firft quality, being
very long and fine; the flecces of the young ﬂlcr:p are
about five pounds weight, thofe of the ewes fix, and the
fattening wethers eight or nine pounds each. This Marfh
1s fuppofed to produce twenty pounds of wool per acre,
which, for 44000 acres within the county, is 88c,000
pounds of wool, or 3666 packs per annum. But as the
greater part of the land has above four fheep per acre at
thearing-time, and as the average weight of the flecces is
certainly above five pounds, the annual growth of this
Marfh, in the county of Kent, is probably full four thou-
fand packs.

This is the principal fort of fheep kept in this county.

There are, however, many of the upland farmers who

keep thofe of Wiltthire, Dorfetfhire, and the South
Downs. As thefe will, no doubt, be properly defcribed in
their refpe&ive County Reports, I fhall forbear to men-
tion them here.

The management of fheep in the differcnt parts of

Kent, 15 as follows:

In the eaftern part, the flock-farmers buy in lambs

al

at Romney Fair, the twenticth of Auguft, at from 12s.
to 14s5. each, and when they have kept them two years,

they either {ell them lean to the fatting-grazier, or make

them fat themfelves on turnips, and pea or bean-ftraw.

Sainfoin and clover hay are generally too valuable at the

watering places to be ufed for that purpofe. Oats,

and cullings of garden-beans, are {ometimes given to
. : (o i

o
finifh them in the {pring. When thefe two yearling

L=

{heen are {old in the autumn to the graziers, the price 1s
i (- i

from 24s5. to 28s. cach; and when made fat, produce

from 345 to 42s. according to their fize and fatnefs

> the original report to the Board, prices have vexy

+ Since returnin
confiderably adianced,

L 4 The
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The few (heep bred in thefe marfhes are of the fame
fort, cxcept fome {mall parcels of Dorfetfhire and South
Down ewes, which are bought to make early fat lambs ;
ind the ewes are madc fat in the autumn.

Almoft the whole of th []'u'-:.']‘: kept on the 11})1_:md
farms of Eaft Kent, are the true Romney Marfh breed ;
whofe carcafes and bones being large, and wool long
and heavy, they require rich land and good keep to make
them fat. It feems quite « ontrary to reafon and nature
that they fhould he equally adapted to rich marfh-land
and poor chalky downs; and confequently they are not
fo fit for this diftri&, at leaft the chalky part of it, as
the South Down fort, whofe natural foil is a fine turf
on chalk-hills. Impreficd with this fentiment, the fur-
veyor himfelf has, for thefe {even years p'.li‘l, kept no
other than South Down ﬂlm}\. and has every reafon to
be fatisfied with them: his flock is about 1coo; —
400 of which are breeding cwes,

The fheep in the lile of Shepey are of the Romney
Marfh fort, true Kents. The foil being much inferior to
Romney Marth, the fheep are fomewhat {inaller ; and,

B 1

from the fame caufe, their wool is lichter and finer.

3 ¥ C 1 T

Some graziers get rams from Romney Marfh ; others
prefer their own fort, and but very few, it any, pay that
ttentiononhich ot or thelr nteralt o) da ito tha wasl of
attention which 1t 1s their intereit to do, to the wool of

r 1) P | 5 T £ P 1

the rams they ule. The wethers are fattened at three
years old, then weighing from twenty to twenty-four

pounds per quarter,
In Weft Kent, a flock of fheep under a fhepherd, and
= 1 . o 1 = = - ¥ & P
folded at nigl t, 1s a Very rare light ; 1t is Only a very

1
8 . {

few of the larreft farmers who follew that practice, ®

It is only a few years fince the praftice of folding at all in Middle
K ent-has prevailed{ excepron very larye farms); perhaps the fmallnefs of
1 in general may have been, 1n {om - , the caufe of it. © The
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The fheep moftly kept in this diftri&t are the South
Down fort, bought in wether-lambs, at the autumnal
fairs on the Downs, chiefly at Lewes, the fecond of Oc-
ober. They are kept the firft winter on ftubble-land,
with grafs and a few turnips, and on grafs and feeds in
fummer; and frequently are fatted on turmlm H\ next
winter, before they are quite two years old : this 1s be-
come the favourite fort within thefec few years, an d in-
creafes annually in this diftri&t.

The other forts of fheep kept hc:‘c, are the Weit
Country, from \\.'ihﬂllr: and Dorfetfhire; the wethers are
brought in at all ages, to be fattened on turnips.

T}n:re arc hmch;.' any fheep bred in the Weald of
Kent, excepting a few for early fat Jambs, of the Wilt-
{hire and South-Down forts.

Some of the Wiltfhire wethers are bought in to fatten
on turnips; and a few South Down w -..".-',;'-.'.',l".-s are
bought in the autumn, and kept on the drieft parts until
they are two years old, and then made fat for fale on
turnips or me adow-lands.

It has been mentioned that the gr: and {yftem of manage-
ment in Romney .\h:;:a ':; that of breeding, rearing,
and fattening fheep; and 1t remains only to deleribe the
mode.

The rams are ufually put to the ewes, allowing one to
forty or fifty, and fometimes fixty, from the twelfth ta

1
i

1 | C N ramiEe Tl i~y Rt e ¥
the {ixteenth of [November, and itdy Wil them about

five weelks, The ewes live L'-.:‘L::l'kftf.' on the =j|‘..‘.'|_“-~, without
1 1 in deep (now they {crape

any hay, during th

with their feet, and «

althou ")Il TlL\.I'

1 a {fublittence,

then lofe flefh, and fometimes become very peor by t 1E1T

-\J|- i ‘Iw' now g '.:"l (£ L :.. evel the fmaller | ms, 1
16 .'.:..-.'-\.'.:I'.=: It are too obylols '"'I.'-.'- Q 111
1 & ARdiL i o7 .
¥ CANilLg
ey = i -
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yeanii 1o time "his Marfh produces many tws but a2

great m:n‘.“-cr arc loft, fo that moit graziers Cl.'!"ﬁd:?'

" Mmno e k=
1amps as

their crop not a bad one, thTt:v wean as many
they put ewes to ram.

The lambs are weaned the firft or fecond week in
Avuguft, and very foon after'put out to keep to the upland
farmers of the county, where they remain till the fifth

"~ April, at from 25 to 3s. per fcore, per week. When
I:u:)..' return to the Marfh, they are ]I'.lt on the poorcft

land, or fuch fields as the grazier thinks want improve-

ment by hard flockine; which is l'.-c.rz: called tegging a
F I

field, and is held to be of great f{ervice., Thele youne

fheep are placed 1n the ﬂr‘lda‘ in proportion to what it is
Judged each will maintain, from the fifth of Apnl until

Auguft, which is at the rate of from four to eight per

dcre,.

The wether- tegs 1n the autumn are removed-‘to the fat-

ting, and t]lt ewe-tegs to the breeding erounds, amone t]

: y
two and three yearling ewes. The wethers remain tilt July

or Auguft following, when, as they becon

=
oW
e
-
-t

-
rse
=
e
ot
R
L1}

drawn out and fold to the butchers at the
or are fent to Smithfield. The two vea

when fat, at this feafon weigh from twent

eight pounds per quarter; and fome of
beft fed, a few pounds more. The old ewes , here called
Barrens, are put to fattening as foon as their milk is
dried after the third lamb, which is at the age of four
years, on fome of the beft land ; where they are placed
from two to three per acre for the winter., Thefe, in
tavourable winters, are fometimes made fat and fold in
the {pring, {oon enough for the fame ficld to take in 2

i

frefh fet of wethers, and make them fat by the autumn ;

j S R e Sy B S B T, e, AESS Y5
but this can only be done E":, L120T IToCcKINg,
) f o
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of fattenine {heep on turnips, aflifted by
-] | sy 7

hay, isii-ft-‘iil, &c. 1s greatly 1n ufe among
rmers of this county; not fo much for the
witn thole articles, as tor the oreat 1m-

Us
-

etk 1 el
|

provement of the foil where the turnips are fed off. Th

Y]

1
i

manure from fheep fed on oil-cake and turnips, is
reckoned verv enrichine to the land.

A great number of fold-fiocks of lean fheep are kept

J.

h)’ the farmers of the eaftern part of this county, of from

: = i i Y - i A
C]f FIT T to twenty lcore 1n []1[1‘_}]-';,'!'. j neie arc f__';':._'_l! atten-

(LCLI by a fhepherd, who removes the fold every morning

to frelh ground, at fix o’clock in fummer, and at break

of day in winter; the flock is then driven away to the

-

moft inferior keep at the firft part of the morn

i

M 1 r 11 o i - = | - |
returned 1nto the fold tor two or th hours 1n the mid-

dle of the day, while the fhepherd goes to dinner; in the
afternoon it 1s gradually led to the beft keep on the farm,
that the fheep may return full fed to the fold in the
evening

Great caution i1s neceflary in feedine fheep on clover
| o I

®

in fummer, and on iL:'—.'n:.]n in the firft pait of the winter,

as otl

1$ provincially termed blown; which is cccafioned by

1C

T B L DR T T S
heywill die in ereat numbers, by beine, what
o [ - [ = By

taking the clover and the young turnip-tops into the

ftomach too haftily when the I}L;-u]a are E1L|‘::::'1', {o that

there 15 not {ufficient time for u|' eft ; by which the

airis generated to {uch a deoarce in l]-.u .--.-._:m:nl‘., that great

i".w.:l]‘ln;; enfues; and the animal {oon dies.

. k e
Attentive fhepherds will, in the { ance, take care

to feed their flocks {o as to prevent this difeafe, by keeping

them from fuch ﬂ:‘n;‘;'; food while they are hunory. As
& L= o

yet, we feem not to have any effeQtual remedy for this

afe ; but the South Down farmers f{z 1y that half a pint

‘«.
of 1:n!;u¢. oil, given to a theep when firft blswn, is a certain

SeEcrT,




i ——
e

156 AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

S 8 e 1. III. — Horfes, and their Ufe in Hufbandry,

compared with Live Oxen.

THERE are many very fine teams, each confifting of
four horfes, in the hands of the farmers of the Ifle
Thanet and Eaft Kent, fome of which were bred here
from a fort that has been long eftablifhed ; and others
are a crofs, between the old Kentith cart - mares and
ftallions from the midland counties, or half-bred Flemith ;
and within thefe few years, there have been feveral very
good mares brought from Flanders, which have coft from
26/, 5s5. to 42/ each., Black is the favourite colour ; and
there are but few of any other; they are from fifteen
to fixteen hands and an half high, with much bone, and
good aftion. They plough with four in winter, and

lev-{feafon

work an acre and an half in a day; and in ba:
with two, and then plough two acres a day, with a mate
to lead the horfes.

Many farmers have great pride in their fine teams;

»

which are often too fat to do the quantity of work in a
day they ought,.

In the lle of Shepey, the horfes for the plough are bre:
principally from a fort that has been in the ifle time out
of mind. The mares are covered by ftallions that come
over from other parts of the county in the feafon ; they
are fomewhat of a fize {maller than thofe of other parts

of Kent, where the land ploughs much lighter, Whe-
ther fmaller horfes are found to anfwer beft here, it is not
ealy to determine ; but it is natural to fuppofe, that fuch
very ftiff heavy land muft require ftrong horfes; it
feems, therefore, that the breed of them here is become
{mall from negle& ; and it would }JL‘i'h"‘[)S be better if

more attention was paid to the breeding and rearing the

colts 1n thefe parts.
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will earn by their labour, perhaps double the value of a
lean ox at nine years of age ; and therefore the value of
an ox, after working five or fix years, is not a fufficient
argament to recommend them for general ufe,

“When horfes have laboured 4 great many years, as a
ore

great many do, they owe their mafters and the public

to be condemned

nothing; and therefore they ouch

= i T | : 5 1 =
as beafts of draugnt, 1in favour of oxen, when their

2 n tn
labour is done, and becaufe they are only fit for the
hounds.

In fhort, neither of thefe animals is to be _generally

b |
recommended in preference to the other, Nature has

. i | e 1 nlas Eoica | g
provided fituations beft a pted for each of them.
Bhehtnadint st b o e e AL M e s
LA DIceding ot horles is not pracilicd 1n this cou "[j.’
f 1 1 f o ‘. .
asa leparate branch of bufinefs, as in i 1any parts of the

north: but there are fome farmers who breed a colt or

two annually; thouch not fo many of late years as here-

tofore,

The great fupply of draught-hor{es is from the mid-
¥ ™11
1 1

and counties, br ught hither while colts and fillies, [?]

 frpl IR | T S PP ol ' el are
dealers wno attend LIC Ia1rs and markets,

Tue hogs of

fome farmers preferring large, and others fmall ones 3

o [=

but there are none ve y large and coarfe. The fmaller

forts are thofe mixed with the Chinefe breed. They are
fattened at the age of eighteen or twent y months, for the
ufcof the family of fervants in farm-houfes; and made to |
weigh from ten to twenty-five fcore each, The Chinefe

1d do not

fatten readily, but are generally thick hided, a
bear the cold well ; and from their tc ndernefs, arec very

apt to hide in ftable-dung, and get the mange.

A great
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A great numbor of pigs are reared in this diftri&t, and
o

L

fed on the corn-ftubbles for the butchers, which are

. s sfHinoc-nnrlk 1 r
the autumn for roatting-pork, at the age of three

or four months, then weighing as many fcore pounds

==
CiaCil.
Qome are fattened and killed at from fix to twelve

xSkl Wy
gnopour-
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months old, anc

ing towns and villa or to PU...'[)JLLL}(.S’ who retail

them in fides and quarters to thofe families, The bufi-
nefs of rearing and fattening hogs for fale, is generally
confidered as a bad one.

In the weftern part of the county, there area few far-
ners who have the larger kind, or Berkfhire breed, of
hogs ; but in gene al, they are mixtures of many differ-
ent forts,

Little attention is }-."-LLT. to this anmimal, l‘iifili.“:;h the
breed might, doubtlefs, be very much improved with
1)]‘\}1191_ carec.,

Many hogs are kept in the woods of the Weald of
Kent in the autumn, on acorns, and fattened on corn in
the winter.

Pork is the chief food of farm-houfe fervants and la-
bourers in hufbandry in this county ; and there are very
few of the induftrious workmen that do not fata hog or
two every winter, When hog-corn, fuch as beans and
peafe, 1s very dear, the farmers often let their work-
men have a reafonable quantity at an under-price. This
tends to keep up a mutual good underftanding between

the farmers and their labourers.

SEec T, V.— Rabbits.

THERE 1s but a very {mall portion of this county em-
ployed as rabbst-warren, Brabourn Lees, ncar Afhford,

and
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and fome {mall warrens near Folkftone, are the only ones

that I know of, The rabbits on Brabourn Lees have

fome years, like fheep, been infeCted with the rot,

-

However valuable they may be to the proprietor of a
barren foil, yet they are often a nuifance, by the mifchief
they do in the neighbouring corn-fields,

Their fkins, whenin feafon, are nearly as valuable as

their flefh ; and they are very prolific,

S E ¢ 1o VI — Poultry,

Geese and turkies, fowls and ducks, are bred in this

county fufhiciently to fupply the inhabitants, and a few

to fpare for the {upply of the fhipping that fail from
| i J o
Gravelend and the Downs.
The price of poultry is very much increafed within
thefe few years. Turkies now fell as high as 6s. or 5ol
gcefe, 45 or gs. each 5 and ducks and fowls, 3s5.64. to 4s.

per conjﬂ el

S Ec T, VI, — Pigeons,

I'u1s kind of poultry, 1f 1t may be {o called, is not in
fuch plenty as fome vears back: a number of niceor
UEIL pienty a LOTIIC years DdChk 5 o« 111 Cl | 1 i 'h“‘]']'

been deftroved, on account of the mifchief

£

houfes Lave
they do to the thatch, as well as the corn-fields. The

dung of them 1s valuable to fow on clover; but it is an

s hardly to

article procurable in {o trifling a quantity, 2
merit notice. The value of pigeons 1s about gs. or Os.

I - d 1
\E 0761
1 CI die il g

FTYTY
i

SE 0w, Vil v Py,

He few bees there are in this county, are chiefly in

1 1 ~ F o I
the hands of the {fmall farmers and cott
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1

{fome inftances of the latter clafs fometimes paying their
rent by the fale of their honey and wax, There is, no
doubt, a certain extent to which the quantity of bees
might be increafed ; but what the increafe miglm be, it
is impoflible to fay; it feems, however, that a great
m:my more mig'-'.l be i\{'pt, Elm], to :1pp:;-:1,|':mcc, w':?hm]t
any expence or injury to any kind of crops ; and, if fo,
it certainly is a thing well worth the attention of the
Honourable Board, to propofe fome method of encou-

raging an increafe of them 4-.

e ———— e e e ————

CaasrrTrer 'XIV.

RURAL ECONOMY.

Secr. 1. — Labour — Servants — Labourers —

Hours of Labour.
HE price of labour varies in different parts of the
county. The regulating medium for all tafk-
work, 1s the value of the day’s labour.
+ See Wildman on Bees,

A Price
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Price of Labour.
5.

]' =1 T e ey A
abourers per day, of ten hours, from X
Thrathing wheat, per quarter } —

|

= O

Barley d — I
Beans — —_— 1
Qats — - I
Peafi
C:m:l‘.'}' feed i e 6
Clover feed, per bufhel —

Spreading dung, per hundred cart-loads, q
- ¥ | ¥

g’}
bt

(¥ a1

P 1
|

twenty-four bufhels each - J

S e o
Turning dung — — 3
T‘-IJLIHL‘, neages, pei rod — 2,
r n hel 1 . :
If plafhed and bound s 0
Hoeing beans per acre, firft time = 3
T [t A et
])l'LLC‘-.} lecond time e 4
= {E — W— )
Peafe :
ch-baeine canarv an Syl NEY A0Te
Dutch-hoeing canary and barley, per acre 1
Common hoeing — — o
Hoeing turnips, per acre — 5
Reanine of whe=a O e Q
neaping oi whneat per acre g o
R g a, O U ER e B S
Mowing barley and oats - 1
) i - Fibrt
Jinding and fhocking — I

Cutting beans and binding e

T 3
——— peafe without binding - 4
——— ] — O
¥, nne {a1nfoi — ’
Mowing fainfoin 2
———- clover hay —_ —_— 2
—— clover {feed — 2

m——-— orafs in the marfhes and meadows 2

O WM

6

to

to

]

e

o)

d.

oD

O

T This year, 1795, by the badnefs of the crop, fome farmers pay

105, per quarter,

Waggoner’s
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Waggoner’s wages per annum, |
I0 ootlto 13 OO0

and board ¢ — |
If a married man, and boards ] .

£ ey +o 100to 0106

himfelf, per week =~ —
Second ploughman, atper annum ¢ o O to 1t © O
Third ditto - 8 ooto10 0O
Waggoner’s mate —_ 6 ooto g 0O
Second plough-boy e 4 ooto 6 0O
Third ditto — 3 0@ to § OO0
Bailiff — 1200 to 16 o0
Dairy-maid — 400 to: 1§ 0.0
Cook-maid —_ 40C to § 0O
Shepherd, per week — ©go to 0100
Womens wages for weeding, perday 8 to o o 10
Children, fromten to thirteen years old - o o6
Value of ploughing an acreofland o 7 0 to o 100
A harveft - man for five weeks, )
E 3100 to 4 00

with board =

Without board — (AL

Hop-Garden Labour.

Lo g da 8 o S g

Per day — o 181w o 20
Digging, per acre — olgotor 0O
Cutting, per acre — O 50
Poling — 0 10 O
Sharping old poles — 0'2'd
ping I

Tying -— 0 10 0
Crowning, a fhovelful of mould

to every hill, when cleanfed of o 1 6

fuperfluous bine —
Half hilling — o 30

+ With wheat and pork at reduced prices,
M 2 Whole
e e T
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i, .

Whole-hilling, or fecond operation o
Summer-hoeing, per acre -_— O
Picking by the batket, of five y
bufhels L8 {5
Drying, per week, with a quart
of ftrong beer per day - J
Compofition for tithe, per acre o}

Firft year of pn]ing

Y YT e (
Bagging, per bag — o)
—————— per pocket e 5]

Sharping new poles, per hundred o
Shaving — o]
Drawing new poles into the)
ground, per hundred - J
Stripping poles of the bind, peracreo

8 B
{

Onenine the hills. per acre ~

pening the nhills, per acre
.

i‘:!:'_t:..fn-i: ]u-.L'}., pe I acre - O

Annual expence of an acre of }
&

hop-cround, from
L .
Cleaning marfh-ditches, per rod o

1 : 1M =T
Cutting ant-hills, per acre 0

e =

b @ o | B - | e
Cartino them togethet
o [ )

Value of I\]..l_l';‘i:i'.]_f_"' all dCIC \\1
1 | ©

land in thiff marfh-lands - J

'hatching, per hundred fquare feeto
! ,
Carpenters per day, and 44, al-;
lowance for beer J
r = 4 09 L | "y Ty
Bricklayer, wiath like allowance o

27 = PlvE IV B T A = +ha { any
Since the commencement of this furvey, the

o HLE o Y
labourers, and lhizh prnice of all kKin
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3l ™~ g )
llh("a".'k: {'-.".:C"\ s but iome I"Il‘."l'.'!-“_'r' .'.11.{:!‘\.'.' corn at a ]L_)‘.'\" rate

to their workmen, inftead of raifing the price; others
raife money for them by afleffments ; and fome pay an
additional price for the labour.

Upon the whole, the price of hufbandry-labour is
nearly double what it was thirty years ago.

In moft parts of this county the labour 1s done by the
piece ; which is by far the beft method for the employer,
the employed, and the public; becaufe the labourer has
the opportunity, by greater exertions, of earning more
money ; and the mafter has more bufinefs executed by

-

the fame hands. The mafter’s eve 1s only neceffary to
fee that the work 1s properly done; and the community
1s benefited in proportion to the additional quantity of
labour thereby performed by the fame number of in-
habitants of the country.

When a number of labourers work togcth_cr by the
day, much time is loft by idle converfation. Servants
wages are not fo much increafed in the laft thirty years

as the prices of labour ; about twenty per cent. being the
o o

full of the advance.

The fearcity of yearly fervants is much greater along
the coaft than in the interior of the county; and their
general condult and behaviour are much better 1n the
inland parts,

Labourers, {ince the commencemen of the war, ],},
emigrations to the army and navy, are become exceed-
ingly fcarce; and the price of labour is of courfe ad-

1

e hours of labour, in fummer, are from

vancing, 11
fix o’clock in the morning till eleven; and from one in
the afternoon, till fix in the evening, allowing half an

o

hour for breakfaft, in cafe that meal is not eaten before
{ix o’clock ; and then working till half paft eleven; fo
that the ftandard day’s labour is ten hours ; but there are

M 3 fow

]

e e,
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few inftances in which it is ftrictly adhered to. In win-
ter, the time of working for a day is as long as day-
light will permit, making the dinner-time as fhort as
poffible.

Upon the whole, a day’s labour is generally much
fhorter than fm-mm'h,', owing partly to the {carcity of

workmen, who well know that if one mafter will not
give them their hire for a fhort day, another will ; and

partly to the inattention of mafters and their bailiils to

the hours of working,

B ECc T, H\— Prouvifions.

i - : = S AT 11 ko +1a3
'HE ealy communication between all parts of thi
county and the metropolis, renders the markets of

Smithficld and Mark-lane the regulatine medium, by
which the prices of all kinds of provifions that are {old in
the county are governed. If wheat rifes 2s, per quarter
atLoondon, it immediately does the fame at all the markets
in the county ; and if butchers meat is plentiful, and
falls in price in Smithfield, it foon lowers in the country

marlate
markets.

rim

-

The fupplies neceffary for the army and navy, in
of war, muft contribute to increafe the demand for pro-
vifions ; at the fame time, two extreme dry fummers,
with one of the fevereft winters ever remembered, have
contributed to decreafe the fupply. The latter caufes,
however, have principally occafioned the prefent fcarcity,
and confequent high prices of provifions. A decreafed
fupply will always operate in raifing the price of any
commodity ; but if to that is added an increafed demand
which muft be fupplied, the effeét is doubled, and prices
rife in proportion, A medium price can only be found

in a juft balance between {fupply and demand, Since
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the }15;;{:1111512' of this furvey, the ]}rin'{: of bread 1s ad-
vanced about cent, per cent,; and butchers meat about

'L\\'Ci]l)' per cent,

The prefent Prices of Provifians, December, 1795,

Mutton 64, beef gid. veal 84, pork 74. bacon 3d.

butter 124, and good Chefhire cheefe 74. per pound, of
{ixteen ounces avoirdupois ; potatoes 8s. to 10s. per fack

of nearly 200lb. neat ; coals 36s. per chaldron of thirty-

1

{1x |::11]1-;'.'a, a half [H,{.]}_ loaf of beft wheaten E}.'L;‘.{], 25,

SEc 1. Il — Fuel

t from Newcaftle and Sunderland

1

Coars are brougl

to all the maritime ports of Kent, and from thence are
difiributed to the interior pants, {feldom exceeding 305
per chaldron in time of peace.

Faggots of wood are found in plenty in the weftern
and middle parts of Kent. The bakers, who formerly
heated their ovens with wood, now in many places ufe
coals, and, by experience, find it more advantageous:
the decreafed demand for fire-wood, by the new method
of heating ovens, is amply compenfated to the growers
of wood, by the grcat confumption of faggots for

at are very littic

burning bricks and lime. T'urt
- < 13 1 'y e i e . | B ] amn e
afed, Tanners bark, after infufion, is dried and formed
:

of a convenient fize, and becomes an article of fuel

in the vicinity of tan-yards. In the eaftern part of
Kent, fire-wood for heating ovens is fometimes {o [carce,
as to fell from 16s. to 20s. per hundred of brafth-faggots 3

cach five feet and a half long, and three feet in girt,

M 4 CHAPTER




CrarpTeEr XV.

POETTTICALENECON OMY.

SEcT. 1. — Roadk.

*’“FI-TR principal road in this county, is that leading
from London to Canterbury, which of late ycars
has been much 1mproved and kept in excellent order by
the commiflioners, who have immenfe fums at their dif>
pofal; and materials are everywhere near at hand : but
it 1s fomewhat extraordinary, that their power is not ex-
tended eaftward to Deal, where there is fuch a refort of
fhipping. 1 am told, that this fhort {pace of fixteen
miles between Canterbury and Deal, is the only part of
2]

ported

the rodd from the Land{end to Deal that is not fu;
by turnpikes. The turnpike roads in other parts, are
alfo, in general, very good, except fome crofs turnpike
roads in the Weald, which are as bad as can be imagi-
ned ; being even impaflible for coaches or chaifes very

frequently in winter. The money collefted at the gates

on thefe roads, 1s barelv fufficient to pay the intereft of
; ) Y

the fum borrowed; which is an evil that calls aloud for a
remedy. The caufe of the badnefs of thefe roads is a
want of materials ; the foil being a deep foft clay, with-
out any mixture of gravel, flints, ftone, or chalk, or

erate diftance,

any other cood materials within 2 moc
J o

The caufe of the evil being thus feen, a remedy fhould

be
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be fought ; and what Nature has denied, Art and Induf-

try fhould endeavour to fupply. DBricks, burnt very

hard, would make an excellent road, if laid on green
furze, and covered over thinly with gravel. Fields, along
the roads where there are no woods, might be fown with

furze, for the purpofe of burning bricks ; and kilns might
be ereed at proper intervals, Thus the bricks would be
made on the fpot, and brought into ufe at an eafy ex-
pence. Roads thus formed in thofe parts, would open
communications that would probably lead to a varicty of
Improvements.

i Three hundred and forty thoufand bricks are fufficient
b to pave a mile of road nine feet wide ; the expence,
therefore, is not very great. Paved roads have been

made in Lancafhire, which coft from fiftecn to twenty
hundred pounds per mile.
_ Where furveyors of the highways are attentive to

their duty, the common roads are, in general, tolerably

good; but 1 am forry to obferve, that there are a great

many parifhes whofe roads are much negleted, the full
compofition for the ftatute duty not being colletted, or
o the duty not performed.

= [f the full {tatute duty were performed, or the money
i arifing from a full compofition, were laid out with judg-
ment and ceconomy, there are few parifhes that would

ftand in need of turnpikes, except in the Weald, or other

places where there are no materials, But if three days

duty only is compounded for, atfour fhillings and fixpence

ot a per day, and that money is injudiciouily expended, as is
0 too often the cafe, good roads cannot be expefted. Upon
nthe the whole, the highway at is fully adequate to the pur-
1y OF pofe of making good roads; but the fault is in thofe who
. { fhould carry it into execution.
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SEc T, UL — Eairs.

5 2
1 the TuE old eftablifhed fairs in this county are fo nume-

rous, that there is hardly any place to be found without

one; but they are of trifling import when compared
to the great ftock-fairs of other « ounties. If, inftead o
feveral autumnal fheep-fairs, now annually held in Eaft
Kent, there were only one, there probably would be more
L 1f- - ~ \

bufinels done at that than all the reft ; and the eftablifth-

ment of a good fheep-fair, in the fpring of the year,

would be a great convenience to both buyers and
i fellers,

In 1792, a wool-fair was propofed by the

Baronet who reprefents the {'-ZJl.i':E:_.'., o be held at Afh-

ford ; which mer with ge ation, and has
f . 1 " : . -
hitherto been very numerout tably attended ;

D and althoueh not much buf

= 1 = | P
vct been done

at 1t, on account ot the fHL'II.L!lL-L.“:. of the buyers, who

fanc y that it 1s mecant as a combination of the fellers s yet

elly it is prefumed, when :'nc-.; prejudices are done away, this
By meeting will be found a meafure of great [I'.f lic utility to
all partics concerned. There are conliderable fairs, for
for the fale of fat and lean cattle, at Maidftone, . Afhford,
and other places in the Weald of Kent,
The Kentifh Almanack mentions the time of
line all the fairs in the county ; and Owen’s Book of
I )
9 thofe of the whole kingdom.

SEcT., IV, — Weelly Markets.
ole

ALMosT every town in the county has a weekly mar-

ind of pr ovifion and vegetables are

ket, where every

{fold., The two citics of Canterbury and Rochefter are
well
=~ ———— e
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well fupplied by markets, under regulations of the re-

fpellive {*m'i':nrn[icmu

The Market-houfe at Canterl ury has latel ly been re-

built in an elegant flile : to defray the expence of it an
additional tax was laid upon butter ; which fo offended
the farmers in the neighbourhood, that they entered
Into an agreement to bring no more to market, but to
expofe it for fale at a place without the liberties of the
city ; and inftead of {pending the money at the city-
thops adjoining the market, it was carried away to pur-
chafe goods at other places. The citizens, finding that
their intereft lay in a free fale for provihions of every

Kind within the city, took off the additional toll.

SEcT. V.— Commerce.

THE chief part of the agricultural commerce of this
county, 1s that of L'x:‘l.‘..*‘.'t'mf" corn to the London markets;
very 1.'“.‘, is fent to foreign ports direCtly from Kent,
though much of the nt,u:.fll corn goes abroad, when corn
1s exported, from the grand receptacle, Mark-lane

| e

INATARCT,
At the towns of Mailftone and Chatham, and
others on the coaft, there are [?:\ eral hoys, carrying from
threce to five hundred quarters of corn each, which are
continually going to London with the produce of the
land, and returning with grocery, &c. for the fupply of

the country.

The foil and climate of this county being better adapt-
cd to the growth of corn than of grafs, no cheefe or
butter 1s made for exportation, nor a fufficient quantity
forthe confumption of the inhabitants; the deficiency,
therefore, commerce fupplies from other parts of the

kingdom.

SECT,
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UG
SEc 1. VI = Manufallures.
) .
It an T e manufa&ures of this county are very trifling; pro-
tnded bably owing to the fuccefsful attention generally paid to
Meted agriculture and orazing. It has been obferved by fenfible
bt 1 writers on agriculture, that where manufactures moft
of the flourifh, the land is moft neglected ; and this county 1s an
citve inftance of the truth of the obfervation. There is hard-
) I\,—' any county to be named where a”nw.tmc is arrived
 that at fuch perfeftion, or where there are fo few manufac-
."-'-:.",' tures as in this, There are fome, however. At Canter-
bury, filk has been manufattured to a confiderable ex-
tent ; but it is now giving way to cotton, Much credit
is due to Mr. Callaway, for his {pirited exertions in this
brancl
this At Dover and Maidftone are manufadtories of paper,
of all forts. At Stoner, near Sandwich, and the Ifle of
4 Grain, are falt-works., At Whitftable and Deptford are
|1 large copperas works; and in the Weald of Kent, bor-
il dering on Suflex, are furnaces for cafting 1ron.
i Gunpowder is made at Deptford and Faverfham; and
at Crayford there are large werks for printing of calli-
coes, and the whitening of linens. Sandwich was for-
'1 merly famous for a particular kind of flannel, and fome
71 other wooller and the inhabitants were increafed
and enriched by the eftablithment ; but the bufinefs has
S long been driven from thence to the northern counties,
by the increafed price ®f labou in Kent, An attempt
has lately been made, by a man 1in that
- town, to carry on an extenfive manufadtory in coarfe
o woollen and linen goods ; which promifes well. Sacking
o) and hop-bagging have always been manufaltured in
(e fufficient quantity for the con fumption of the county.

1, It
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It feems to have been an error in the politics of this

- oy g Lt = e 3 3 1
country, to have heftowed {o much attention to the en-
couragement of manufatures, in preference to acricul-

ture. Had the fame encoura rement been given by par=

Liament, for the laft fifty years, to agriculture as we have

ieen given to manufactures, we, probably, by this time

might have had many thoufand acres of land, that are

. - | e [ ad¥aa T vl ' B e i i
now defolate waftes, 1n a high flate of cultivation, and

11 I'__1_ e
4 n0¢ I1OWCIK

- oy T S i Fp, S ! ity e Ty .
covered with a hea thy race of inhabitants.

" 1-'|' 'rl - v iy | e =B or r = . | AR y
clalles of the people employed in agriculture, are always

the moit healthy, and get the moft comfortable living;
S0 B el R ! e 15 4 x
and by their refidence in the country, at a diftance from

311 . e - g . B, L
€s, arc more out of the

great towns and populous villag

way ot temptations to vice and 1dlenefs. Let the cottages
L=

of the farmers labourers be examined, and con pared with

t'l\,.\J'__ ot L -3 i x s v S £
aolc OoF the manufacturers 1n EJ:\.._ towns ; the former

will be found comfortably clad and well fed, while the

1 filth.

t but that agriculture and manu-

latter are often ftarving ir

There can be no dou!

faltures are mutually dependent on each other; but it
™ 1 .

muit be bac policy to encourage any onec at the expence

of the other,

SEcT. VIL — Poor,

Tue poor of this county are generally well taken care
of by the parifh-officers, and their opulent neighbours.
The greater the {carcity of provifions, and the more the
appearance of diftrefs among the poor, the greater is
the extent of charitable contributions, over and above
what the law provides for maintaining them. The poor
laws are f{uch, that no perfon need be in diftrefs for pro-
vifions, if it be not his own fault. Thofe who are capa-
ble of labour, are fure to find employment among the

farmers ;

|
|
1
|
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3 of thy farmers ; forinan agricultural county like this, workmen

! the en are always wanted. It i1s only in :1‘,'_'J.='_'..5_:>.j1'.','::1_r§ coun-

Agricul- ties where there can be any real diftrefs among the poor.

Thofe who are incapable of labour, the law has amply

provided for. The fober and induftrious labourer in

5 time Kent, unlefs he has a large family, cannot with pro-

hat are priety be called a poor man ; becaufe, by his induftry, he

n, and can always procure a comfortable maintenance, equal,

lower if not {uperior, to the little farmers (ufually called pea-

ways fants) of fome foreign countries ; or perhaps to fome {fmall
Ivings tenants of this,

Fihe SreT, VI — Population.

I Am forry 1t is not in my power, from the nun f
'r my avocations and the length of time this furvey has
already taken me up, to give to the Honoura Lm d
full fatisfation on this fe&ion.
_ Mr. Hafted informs us, that by modern calculations,
; Kent is fuppofed to contain 40,000 houfes, inhabited by
% 200,0c0 perfons, of whom 60,000 are able-bodied men,
= When the militia was altered to the prefent mode,
¢ the return made from this county of able-bodied men
“fit to ferve in it, was 16,757 in Weft Kent, and 9,164 in
“ Eaft Kent; in all 25,921 : according to whichy the
: ¢ proportion of militia-men allotted for this county by
¢ parhiament, was, for Weft Kent, 621; for Eaft Kent,
2 ¢ including the city of Canterbury, 339; in all g6o,
the
18
i\n"
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OBSTACLES TO IMPROVEMENT.

HE principal obftacles to the general improvement

of this county, are the payment of tithes in kind,

the corn-laws, and the prohibition to export wool in
its raw ftate.

That the payment of tithe in kind does operate againft

improvements is evident, from the immenfe quant

ty of
poor uncultivated land in mofl parts of this county
where the tithe is paid, remaining in its barren ftate:
while fome of the fame {ort of lands, where farmers hap-
pen to have the tithe themfelves, are improved and cul-
tivated to a high ftate of perfetion, and made as pro-
duclive as fome of the beft lands.

The corn and wool-laws were profefledly enafted to

il

keep down the price of thofe articles; if, therefore, they

do operate accorc ing to their original intention, it needs
no argument to prove that f_li-:}' are obftacles to ii:]ju'urc—
ment.

The rights r:f'm;mmnnri;_{c on the barren heaths of this
county, is certainly an obftacle to their lImprovement.
Short leafes are likewife great obftacles; no man of
common prudence will fpend much money on his farm
to unprove it, unlefs he has a fecurity of reaping the
benefit of it himfe

f; befides, if he does fo, he muft be
aware that he is throwing out 2 great temptation to an

i Lol
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iliiberal nc]ghf-{};n' to bid for his farm, or to a rapacious
landlord, to take advantage of his liberality and induftry.

Refpefting the legiflation and police of corn, [ am
not competent to I;‘_ll\'c information on thefe heads to the
Honourable Board; but it is my humble opinion, that
were there no corn laws, there would be a much greater
quantity of corn grown ; and, if fo, the markets would
be filled, the prices lowered, and, by the increafe of quan-
tity, the farmers, and ultimately the land-owners, would
be enriched. The dread of a low price muft evidently
tend to deter a farmer from cultivating and 1mproving
his land with a view to grow more corn; hence the in-
tention of keeping corn low has the effet of raifing it,
by difcouraging its cultivation. On the other hand,
were laws enadted with the intention of making corn
dear, in all probability, by the very idea of fuch a prof-
ped&, cultivation would be fo much extended, as to make

corn plentiful and cheap.
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MISCELLANEQOUS OBSERVATIONS.

SE c T. I.— Agricultural Societses.

N January 1493, a Socicty for the encouragement of
Agriculture and Induftry, was eftablifhed at Canter-
bury, under the patronage of Sir Edward Knatchbull,
Bart, and Filmer Honeywood, Efq. the members for
the county.
Officers for this Society are annually ele&ed ; and thofe

for the prefent year 1795, are,

PRESIDENT.

Cmy
Py
-
”

FOHN HONEYWOOD, Bart, M. P.

Ty - 7 e 7
Idenry G s ey el | "J "j‘
STEWARDS,

~ ey
Fames Tillard, Ef;.
AT * 7 3 R
LV f’/.".-"r’-’ D0Y5,
TREAST ] AND SECRETARY,
A A o B
JWY . 0on i
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A committee, confifting of twenty - four members ;
twelve of which are annually nominated in the f'ulluwing
manneér :

The Prefident firft appoints a new member; then the
perfon fo appointed nominates one of the old committee,

who mentions a new one ; whi

1 . = -
h goes on I!]I.ui'll.’.ttt’]}'

till twenty-four are appointed.
&

A Sketch of the Kene dgricultural Sacisty,
as publifbed by the .5.:;:.':;”.

The advantages that the puplic are likely to receive

(14
from the inftitution of Societies for encouraging Agri-
culture and Induftry, and the benefits that have accrued
to thofe parts of the kingdom in particular where they
have been already formed, firft gave rife to the idea of
the eftablifhment of one in this county. To fhew the
utility of {uch an inftitution, it will be neceflary only to
ftate what are the cHIEF OBJECTS OF ITS ATTEN=
TION.

€ To excite by premiums, and otherwife, a {pirit of
emulation among the ploughmen :

“To encourage a ipirit of :m:u‘ﬂr}-' among the la-

bourers :

¢ To reward the labour and induftry of thofe poor la-

bourers and cottagers who fhall breed up, or have bred
1 : f 1 5 - :

up, the greateft number of legitimate children, either

without any or with the fmalleft relief from their refpecs

= -~.|l 1 .
iive parilhes :

o

¢“ To encourage LIi]i'_g(-,l‘.c; anc 1-:1JL;.!.‘-.1'}' in fervants, of

both fexes, employed in hufbandry :
11

T« omote the knowledee of aoriciltiare T ;
1 O promote the Kknowledge ol agricuiture, by encou-

raging experiments on thofe {ubjeéts which are of the

31 - = e & R Gy e '
moft importance to it; by diftributing rewards to f{uch
= et e 1 nil ha{d £

= T 0 - 1 a] - % T ¥ -
rions 4s 1r|.tlf raile the laz el And bpeit ;_;';‘;”' (8]

i
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SR IR, PR O il et} 21T ' +1- e A By ey e
tural and artl _\L.-l p}h.j.t* .'..\.l.[ L1C 1@"‘.(‘]411 1'\”‘:‘& 0{ !':|:l'u'!:,
on any given quantity of cround ; the nature of the {o1l
being taken into confideration

¢ To encourage the improvement of wafte lands, by
nclofing, draining, manuring, raifing plantations ; and

by the introdu&ion of vegetable food for cattle :

¢ T'o encourage the improvement of the breed of all

- - 1 3 1 i - v - i - 1 3
1¢ of hve itock, and to providt for their health better

than has been hitherto done :

. N o g S | 2 Y O ey o ey H e s e =
['o promote all improvements in the varous 1l
SRt L - it - 1 : 1
ments belopeino to the tarmer, and to introcuce
new ones as the expertence of other counties has proved
- 1 . 11 e b Ty
] € vait than th now cenerally uled 1n this.
¢ And as there is hardly any objeét of rational improve-
: 1 e o Efpmy ) Lt Egiy =y i =g ” 'y
ments which may not be brought within the influence of
i inftitutions, by a proper diftribution of premiums,

1 v; a 1 C B <111 - 1* oy 1 b4
the attention of the »ociety will ;1',"1'.1.:,'5; be direfted, 1n

proportion to the eive, to every thing

that may hercafter appear

—_

likely to conduce to the
]

to the good
|

profperity of this county in particular, anc

of the community at large.

A e R SR R B Tl |
s L B the 1ety, that 1ts utilitcy {hould

' T . = 4 [ - : gl 1
hecome as extenfive as poflible, it is earneltly requeited
A r ¥ s Ty, Bt G e e e aill mive
that all perfons who approve of the inftitution will 2ive

it their fupport. Subfcriptions may be paid into the

hands of the Treafurer, or into either of the three Can-
1 1 - 1 Pl T 11

terbury banks; or into the banks of Meflrs. Brenciley

and Co. Maidftone, and Meflrs. Day and Co. Rochefter,

bk |
The rules and regulations for the gevernment oi this
Society are well drawn up ; and its finances are at prefent

in a flourithing ftate. A great many fervants and la-
: ad :
bourers have received the Scciety’s premiums for long
A fh bl (ervices. and for brincine up large families
and faithiul 1ICrviCos, 1t Il ringing 1p large Ialliliiise
: : : B e T e L Vo
Among other premiums, 1s One of 1¢/, 10s. for a doubuc

turn-wreft plough.

Books
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Books of the tranfactions of this Society are to be had

hefid at the printing-office, Canterbury, price 64.
Some years fince, a fociety was eftablifhed at Maid-
e ey ! ‘
It ftone, called the Kentilh Society, for promoting every

branch of ufeful knowledge through the county of Kent.
This was begun under the patronage and fupport of the

fent Lord Romney, then the Honourable Charles Mar-

late Lord Romney, the Earl of Stanhope, and the pre-
Y REs I

fham. Whether it was by aiming at too much, or from

a want of fupport in fubfcriptions, that it fell to the

3 ground, I am not competent to fay.
About a year ago, an attempt was made to eftablifh
. another fociety at Maidftone, upon lefs general prin-
TS ciples; but joining fome other {ciences with Agriculture.
There was a great number of the names of the firft of
i the nobility, gentry, and yecomanry, who, by public
M, advertifement, called meetings at Maidftone, in order
to fettle the bufinefss but either from want of a full
ing attenda or of fubfecriptions, their efforts were not
to the attended with the defired fucceis.

: e
s and _»n‘.g’}.«-e'f‘s.

o SgecT, II.—He

Tue difference of the weights and meafures, 1s an

A

{t certainly requires

evil in trade and agriculture that mu

the a remedy, though the evil is much lefs in Kent than 1n
2 Can many other counties. The pound weight is the avoir-
dupois, of fixteen ounces; and the ftone of meat, eight
pounds at fome places ; and at others, fourteen pounds,
f this Moft heavy goods are fold by the ten, confifting of
o each of 112 pounds.
Since the late determination in the Court of King’s
¢ fong Bench ref] ectine the meafure of corn, all local mea-
s N 3 fures
?ivu:\l
s — . —_ - e ——
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fures have been abolifhed, t.\t‘r-lninc_: the ftandard Win-

chefter bufhel, which contains 2150,4 cubic inches
Before that determination, we had three different fized
bufhels in the town of Sandwich (viz.) eight gallons and
a quarter the country meafure ; eight and an eighth the
town meafure; and eight gallons the London, or Win-
chefter meafure. In fome parts of the county, the bufhel
contained eight gallons and a half; in others, eight and
three-fourths ; in fome places nine gallons : and in moft of

the eaftern parts of the county, twenty -one quarters were

1 - 3 = o | i
allowed to the fcore, meafured with a larce bufliel.
The rod is five yards and a "-'-Z'g or lixteen feet and a

Ul

3 - { 1 = 1
half; and the acre, the true ftatute meafure of 160 rods or
P{' rclles.,

Corn 1s now invariably fold by the quarter, confiftine

) I

“F a1rh s AT+ & = e B T » ol .
CL C 'H_l!'le \‘r inchi ﬂ_L'I bulhels, EE.!‘.’1 Itraw, Aat d hops, {
1 - A " . e s ., i 1 - :
the ton. .".I‘i'l! 3 potatoes by the fack, of about
1 il | 1 1 . -
fhree puihels and a | vt e
Palket containing abou

Butchers m 15 ufl 1t by t}
pounds, and in W Kent the ffone,

CONCLUSION.
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L Means of Improvement, and the Meafures calculated
LR J d ] 5
) j‘?;?' ."(I..-'u: Pf;’i‘}:":;‘r{'.
et . . . . .
and 3 A rAIrR commutation for tithe is the meafure beft
s or calculated for the improvement of this county.

This would be a fpur to invention and induftry, and

lay a foundation for a variety of improvements, efpeci-

. ;|]'.1,' in poor barren L!iﬂ:'ié‘[ﬁ.
jut There is a great deal of poor land that requires as
much money to be fpent in bringing it to its utmoft Rate

i

of improvement, as will purchafe the fee-fimple of it.

sfeon But there are very few farmers who will do that, with
he e "'-l‘.l"-"‘ Le v§ anotl e A J et Sl
the proipec erore them of anothcer pCrioll s UJIA:LJ}-EI'IIL'I
the tenth of the produce.

Wafte Lands. There is {carcely an acre of land to be
found in this county, but what might be converted to
fome valuable purpofe.

The gravelly and fandy heaths, when once put into
feveralty and properly cultivated, would producs good
- i o o
turnips, feeds, and corn,

The cold clays and wet commons, no doubt, would

likewife produce good corn, or make inclofed meadows

]
or paltures.
Draining. The 0

number, and fmall in extent: but, whatever the quan-
N 4 tity,

bogs of this county are but few in

Iabdidl 4
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tity, they might certainly, at a very {mall expence, be
& - L= < o

made at leaft of fix times their prefent value., In the

middle and weftern part of Kent, there is a great number

of fmall vales of marfh-land liable to be flooded in the

4t littie ex-

winter ; which might be effeftually draine
pence, were they under a commiflion of fewers, with
proper powers.

In other parts of the county, there are very extenfive
tralls of marfh -land often entirely under ‘water for
many weeks togcther, to the great lofs of individuals

and the public, This is an evil which certainly can,

and ought to be remediec

Every mechanical contrivance that tends to leffen the

1ab - of the hufbandman - B By e rane e 1t Ar
4bour or tne hulbandman and nis CXpence, may DE jultly
reckoned an improvement. Under this head, the new
invented thrafliing-mills are of the firft importance.

ol

There are many {ituations in this county where a

{fmall rill of water runs by a farm-yard, with a fuffici=

ent fall to turn a water wheel, Wherever farms are thus

fortunately circumftanced, the expence of thrafhing out
corn may be reduced full one half; and the labourers,

who otherwife would be conftantly in the barn, by this

means, may be {pared for carrying on iniprovements in

3 1 b v - " . 3
[‘,‘_:‘.i_n'.l':i'.l-'j', ar: ng, and various agperations 1n [1'. iban -
Vowr = Trialimw als e S -
dry : {o that, although the labourer may be deprived in

o 4 o o 1

one inflance of his employment, he is amply recom-

{"-'l‘riul In the othe¢r; for 111]]‘](_‘}111[]1[ accumulates with
improvement,

heie appear to me to be the principal means of im-

(VLT - i amid Ase sk . sxr=11 s K, lig s e e
provement, and are fuch as will probably introduce
many others. 1hus a commutation for tithe, and the
cultivation ot the wafte lands, would ]:r('ui-_-f e turnips,
clavere S o 1 1 1 €3 S
CiO¥CL, Inutton, and wool, where thofe articles have

never
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never before been raifed.  In thefe produétions, a foun-
dation would be laid for the cultivation of corn, to feed

¢he human and animal fpecies, and for the em 1}150':_."L1:£:‘1}‘Li'lf
manufacturers,

Hence would fpring a reciprocation of interefts to the
Janufacturer, and an accumulation of bene-

‘.. - Y
farmei

fits to mankind in general.
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A Note on Hops, by a Gentleman Shling bimfelf a Middle Kens

/'“r'fm';'; :'f'y"-r.-'f':'tr in the Ma;

',

Manufcript, circulated for Remarks and Obfervations by the

Board of Agriculture,

‘HE author of thefe pages, an Eaft Kent # corn-far-

mer, appears to write in a moft fenfible judicious
manner on fubjes falling within his immediate obfe rva-

tion.

On the plantations of the middle of Kent, and refi

as Ell'._‘ El[‘;ﬁ' [';L'{] j-'l'f'1' I'.‘;]'L"u from E.ILC'H'I-. Eh_- Ei'.'m }-_:._LE VErv

little opportunity of informing himfelf ; for can it be

fuppofed a ftranger who comes into a town for a very

il La e fol ] . -

few days, which I learn from the parties he quotes for
o # |

his information, was the cafe, fhould procure {ufficient

(at beft at {econd hand) information to write fo fully or

e large and very populous diftri&t I

. 1
i

o correltly, as tl
quote, well known under the appellation of Middle of
Kent, ought in juftice to have; and in which the lar-
geft capital, in proportion to its extent, is employed in

- . iy L £ s L R 5 o [ C =
agriculture, perhaps of any part of tngland of a fimilar
1
1

fize, and confiderine it is almoft without manufaétures as

z
e, , Berinrss ke ik = T e in | o ' 1
populous 1n proportion, | was informed by one or the
I b
* The Editoi s been a hop-planter upwards of twenty ve irs, the
greater parr of the tune on a large feale, and he has often had opne tU-

miies of leeing the Middle Kent

capbrmed im 1 the {entiments

of the Original Printed

¥l
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parties he went to -

Work makine

rion from, previous to this

ce, that he came very much

i o . 1 S 1 o e
prejudiced 1n {: t of the county he came
9 1 | 3 ™y 1 » 1 -
from ; and | was, 1n {o lure, prepared for rather a

partiality, which

for our native

mitict nlantation of Fnoland - nd the oriol=
I LI plantation oI LTCEADG -, 4d0d (0C OT1F]
nal fhar from whene 1| a ] YT vere hirmeried O« rl er
nai |I )WL T1PrOoit Wienoct Nels .If'_ y WEITC L .|l rica J OLLHGC

parts of 1t, fhould have pafled ofl

with only five and a half
- n fualiy ey 1 e condemne
{hort ]|,'a_-‘.x:,_ In which the wholge growths are condace nned

in a lump in the words of Mr. Boys. ¢ This plantation

fome years grows great crops of hops; but the quality
of them is much inferior to thole of Canterbury and Eait

R{"_]l,“

Sy i 1 e L Ese e e ke
the kindlinefs of the land generally to the growth of
, :

—In reply to this, I doubt not but he will ind, from

]1”;1_?\.. that on an average of all YEATSs, and ]1-.'.'!L\'LL!.'.'.J'i)?

r

of the difficult ones, Middle Kent exceeds 1n quantity

thofe of Canterbury and Eaft Kent : and as to quality,

: - y : &Ll 0 } _
on thc _:_'_k'i!;.'.!'..r‘. ol good orounas, thacy cannol be ex-
8 il L 1 B | e -1 :
ceeded by any growing in | Real judges of hops
: . ’ . .. 1 - * - 10 :
allow it. And the largeilt growths round _\Lll.dnulh,

from the following places, Linton, Loofe, Otham, Eaft
and Weft Farley, Wateringbu aft and Wett

Peckham, Maidflone, Eaft and Weft Sutton, Yalding,

Hunton, Boughton, Mallui nd many other places,

where the foils are rocky, are principally confumed by
the London brewers ; not but that there muft be fitua-
tions where, in fo very large an extent, hopsare planted

of a very coarie fort, becaufe no others will grow; but
they are eahily dittinguiihed by the moft common ob-
ferver, by the largenefs, coarfenefs, and harfhnefs of the
leaf and feel; and they want condition, the moft valu-
_-'| The Canterbu y colleétion u,"_n__"; takesin a very large proportion
of the grounds clofe to Maidiione,

| E_"'i G
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able quality, But becaufe in the outikirts fuch grow, and

in fituations where no 1“'?}" (j}Ll:;ht to be Jﬁ.‘tm_tt!, arc all
: : g -
ihe fzw:w growing 1in the heart of the county to be con-

demned for it, and included in a general cenfure, and
only the {pot where Mr. Boys 1s a very {mall grower j,
hops are to be found that are good 2 Is there not a fimi-

lar difference in the til.:;ifil.}f of Eaft Kent !'.n]\.n?
'[ L — A e L | ey D = Q ek E
4ain W CI awarc thndc I \LiII:l..J.11 1IN OUrrev., }.':.1}’ ].IC
urged as an inftance againit the Kent hops being equ:

to any, on account of the very

at. But until the confumers generally become judves of

the quality of hops, I do not admit the price at market
of particular growth to determine the quality, Perhaps
the :;Ll:llllt}-' of no article 1s {o little known by the confu-
mer as that of hops. The colour being a clear bright
ereen, or the nearer it approaches to it, and their being

s = e " loawe Al rior virhirh A
ear of the laroe oreen leaves and {trigs, which are apt

to drop in while picking the hops, together with a

hand{omely ornamented thin covering of cloth, are the

= : A 1 X - - o e + -~ 3 i 3
criterions for a good ]11'1(_';: a4l a couniry mai .L.u., dand par=

ticularly for the confumption of the weftern counties,
where Farnham hops principally are fold for very high

prices.
-~ Al 1 . 1 + 1 - - -
Now, my opinion of the quality that hops ought to

poflefs, are thefe : 1it. They ought to be ripe before they

hered ; and in retting fo, they pals trom a green
o 5 J

4rc cal :
2ty e - - A Al o fid | s & e
to a rich yellow colour.  2dly. lhey ought to grow

on a foil that, inftead of enlarzing the fize of the hop

and ftrig, grows them full of farina (provincially, con-

| e 11v. T} aht tn e veryv t] N
aittion). 2dly. 1 hey ought to be very thorougl
o J b J &3

1 -: - E - v = = X !,
and then be packed for market in the

rine that can be i(lll:ld as that prelerves
= ) 1

+ He has about twenty acres.  Ediior
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their ftrength.  The colour of thofe hops that hang till
can never be fo beautiful as if they were

n: for they are generally bruifed by the

juinox, the time of their ripening, But
the quality of their bitter is fuperior in flavour, goes
farther, and will never deceive in brewing, like the early-
gathered ones, keeping good if home dricd provincially,
or full dried for years. Inall thefe qualities, the Middle
Kent hops are not exceeded by any S Yet it 1s the prac-
tice of _\lichllL Kent, the inhabitants not being fu ufficient
by three-ic yurths to gather in the crop of hops, to em=
ploy people coming from London (on account of the
oreat extent of their plantation) who do not pick them
quite fo free of the very fine green {inall leaves growing
on the bine with the hops as they do at Farnham, orin-
teed. as fome are in Eaft Kent. Yet thofe {mall leaves
do not prejudice the quality of the bitter; and if theyv do

no other good, they {hew the manner in which the hops

1
1
i

have been dried to the buyer, from their confequent

. 1 " - 1 -

clear or muddy colour ; and are a guide in that very am-
portant property of the hop, and are {fo far of lervice.
But where this is carried to an extreme, as l have feen 1

done in hoth Eaft and Middle Kent, 1t becomes a fault,

Auother Note, by the fame Gentleman.

A corn-farmer coming from fuch a fertile ipot as the

low rich lands of Eaft Kent, with inexhaulil _-UHJLJL':-
of rich man f'-“'m wed by the fea ||, and without any

part of the 1'.%1':'.“. ro i"l' reft, as is the cafe with all

hop-farms, hould be reminded, that the principal farms

{:, 1",:\’.' Kent |l ;'n_‘:;:..'_"..-' '\I f-.Ji' J]l-.’r:‘ Mmancy. _';‘.‘.'.-'..':-.P'.
|| He lives on highcl walky hills, ar too areat a diftance from the {ea,

. e LT | 1 A
£0 L‘:"" any of the IUpPpics Ui manure alluded to. Liditor,
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‘n makes only 2

' B ] 1 ~ -
of Middle Kent are hop-farms; and co
i I 1 - 1 »
iecondary confideration with them 4 :

In favour of our farmers and foil, it may with juftice

be urged, that, when our corn-land is robbed of its pro=-

rr

per return of manure by our hop grounds ; and the T,
on the contrary, has the whole of what is made from it,
and one-third on the average acdded to it from the {fea,
I truft that what Mr, Boys, who is unacquainted with

our flile of farming, may on a fuperficial view think
a2 b |

neclicence or want of 1

<ill, will be more rightly placed

to the want of manure to fupply the w

ain. An

o Hecalia
grounds make,

returning no manure Hack a

acre of hop-ground requires twenty ocood fized cart-

loads of well mixed and rotted dung and mould : ly.
L. -
Allowance mav therefore, with propriety, be claimed
for the corn and meadow-lands bearing lefs luxuriant
Pk | + - o L | > * i L | =

crops than the 11 i iacement under different
i i« x } YA 1 = e i

circumitances w ) When it 1s conlidered that

one-tenth, and with many one-fifth, of a farm is under
3 4 .

hops, as well as the confumption of dung with it, will
not the high flate of cultivation of Middle Kent appeas
extraordinary ! Ior certain it is, that the greateft exer-
tions (without a regard to expence) are made to replace
the wafte of manure, as well as to render all the crops
productive, In confequence,the very confiderable ¢ Xpen-
diturc of our farms in labour, &c. has occafioned this
diftri& to be the moft populous of any other part of the
county, or perhaps of England, where there are no ma-
nufa&tures carried on.

A farm that has twenty-one acres of hops, requires feven

hop-cround men, at leaft, to look after it; but two and a

+ This is more a condemnation of the hufbandry than = proof of ite
; becaufe, confefledly, the corn-land is facrificed to the hop-
Elix
1SEE
aldia

——
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half acres of hops to one labourer on a farm, is as much
s he will well manage ; and for the moft part, they are

'."'I'.l‘ll":'\"._‘g. tiJk' year ]'Olli'li.it

- SO » o 7 - - .,
A Defeription of the Soil in the Ifie of Shepey, with

Improvements that may be made vpon the Arable
el -3 it sty oW R D RAT A AT
Lands there, j.—-r&u!.u';:" 2y VV. I AIRMAN.

Tue foil of the uplands in general is, as Mr. Boys
obferves, a very ftiff and wet clay ; and that of the low
marfh-land only differs from it in having a mixture of
fhells and fea-fand, which makes it fLIﬁiC.lL'J]T.'i}’ porous,
and of courfe, found and dry.

The fyftem of managing the arable part of the u

1s 1n general vacue and indefenfible ; yet there are fome

£ v Ere Tl ¥ oy | -

Armers whole 1lf_"L'.;‘i‘.r,:_' 1s worthy both of notice and imi-

[

tation.

b o ilarbnes aihas BT T s ety el
I'he misfortune 1s here, asin all foils of a wet and

clofe texture, that the farmer has to but a i{hort
time in the {pring and autumn for h

land; and he muft be fubje& to much inconvenience
from the want of a variety of foil, as it 1s hardly poifible
to find employment for his men and horfes one halt of

their time ¥; and a oreat ftrencth muft neceffarily be

kept to avail him/felf of a favourable opportunity when 11
ofters. Soils fimilar to thefe uplands will abforb a pro-

digious quantity of water ; which they will retain till the

{1t A wirde avancrars 35 and fratm thatr fare s e ‘F,..:’“'i..',
iun and winds (.'r...l'u.;'._k. Iy anda rrem that 1tate taey ull--_.

g | - S = P gt w4 ) 1 i ¥
T 'hey mgnt get ica-land and 1hells ror manure i
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become crufted; and here it is, in my opinion, that the

{kill of the moft afliduous farmer is baflied ; the contrac-

tion of the furface, moft certainly is injurious to vege-
tation; and to prevent it, great efforts fhould be ufed.

Why do they find the natural grafs come beft in their
wheat ftubble ¢ Why {o feldom fail of a good crop of
wheat and beans, where an early {eafon is obtained 7 And
why do they fuccced fo well after a fevere frofty winter,
where a good plant is preferved? The reafon to me 1s
obvious, that an afhy or dufty furface is obtained, which
repels and prevents the penetration of the fun and winds;
and inftead of every limb of vegetation being torn off by
the contraction of the foil, the plants are nouriihed and be-
come vigorous, by the progrefs they make in the horizon-
tal pofition ; and the fibrous roots, from running through
a {oil in that ftate, become elaftic, and expand with greater
powers, To gct land into this ftate fhould be the '{fi';lllil
obje&t ; and to attain it, 1 fhall beg leave to fubmit my
obfervations to that effet, under three heads, viz.

ift. Early fowing.

2dly. Land draining.

3dly, and Jaftly. Proper materials for altering the tex-
ture of the foil.

I. Early ploughing for the wheat-feafon, whilft the
land is in a dry ftate, muft be of infinite ufe; and the
land that is intended for the fpring-corn, for the fame
reafon, ought to be ploughed as early as pofiible, that it
may lie rough through the winter for the froft to have the
greater power over it; the farmer will then get a good
{feafon, if he will wait; and he need not fear a fevere
drought, as the land in that ftate will always retain the
moifture. I do not pretend to advance, that late

ploughing will never fucceed; I have feen the reverfe,

though the chance isten to one againft fuch pradtice; but
when
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when it has proved fortunate, a very dry time has fet in,
followed by a deluge of rain {ufiicient to wet a clod through

of an hundred ‘.'.';..-__1\1.;-t: for {everal years back, a clod of

¥
<
‘l.

half that fize might have remained the whole {fummer
perfeétly dry within fide, and of courfe too ftubborn to
be broken by common workmanfhip: a feafon in this
cafe muft be loft. Summer-fallowing muft be of infinite
ufe to clean and pulverize the land, and to receive fuch
compoft, and manure, as may be thought beft to drefs 1t
with.

TI. Land-drainir

{oils fo very wet and tenacious as that of the uplands in

hich 1s of ereat importance on

this ifland ; and every field lying with fome declivity, is

well fituated for fuch improvement. Surface-draining

has been much pra&ifed ; but I have feen it hurtful, from
the method fome farmers have purfued, by drawing the
furrows dire&ly down the declivities; the water, by that
method, gains too much force, and wafhes away the

earth from the roots of the plants, w hich occafions the

corn and grals to turn yellow. It is certainly found to

be the befl methed to plough fields of this defeription the
contrary way, and to lay the land in fmall ridges to catch

the water, that it may be condulted down the field by
fi'i.':}L:’;l'.t‘ large drains, acrofs the furrows, at leaft fifteen
inches in depth. I muft confefs, I am a greater advocate
for under-draining, notwithftanding it 1s done at a con-
fiderable expence, as it 1s the mott effetual, and will be
in the end the cheapeft; for it will laft, if done with
wood 1n a proper manner, twenty vears; and if done with
ﬂ:nm', | nay I-'.l:.' for ever. It is but :'}g]‘.l that I fhould

explain myfelf for being {o very partial to under-draining.

Where draining is neceflary, the pores of the earth are

evidently obftrufted ; and I am perfuaded the obftrution

1s principally in the fecond firatum of the earth, or what
) Mr.




e

e
il

194 APPENDIX.

Mr, Boys very properly terms the fubfoil; and, from
fome obfervations, I am pofitive in my opinion, It is
very common to fee the water ftand on ploughed land
where the furrows are quite open to the bottom; and by
digging a hole about the fize of a half hogfhead barrel,
I have feen it taken off to a good effeét; and inftances
too are perpetually occurring of depthening ponds that
will not hold water afterwards.

ITT, Proper materials for drefling and altering the tex-
ture of the foil.

In the article of manure, Mr. Boys very properly takes
notice, that the fea furnifhes an inexhauftible fupply of
{and and fhells, called Sea-thingle, that greatly improves

-able land. To prove their ufe. | Wil attemnt it bv
arable land. 1o prove their ule, I Wil attempt 1t by
comparifon. Strange as it may appear, it is very evident

that all the low flat maifh-land in this ifland, {uppofed
originally to be the fediment of the fea, is never too wet,
notwithftanding the foil is ftiff ; and the inftant you af-
cend the uplands they are found foft and wet in the win-
ter feafon ; and a horfe would fink over his pafterns, when
not fifty yards below, the print of his fhoe would fcarcely
be feen. The land that is thus affe@ed lofes full half
its value : This wonderful circumftance of the loweft
land being the moft dry, I attribute to a portion of
fhingle or fea~fand, as I firft mentioned in my defcription
of the foil, depofited by the fea, and occafioning the ne-
ceflary filtration of the water through the foil.

I have only to add to the foregoing obfervations, that
under-draining, and ‘manuring with fea-fhingle, appear
to be the moft rational and advifeable methods to improve
the uplands of this ifland : and I recommend, as an ex-

periment, under-draining with fhells only.

Having
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Having mentioned to Sir John Sinclair, an idea I had
long entertained, that vegetables dried on 2 kiln might
be rendered ufeful to failors in long voyages, he di-
refted me to procure fome potatoes, and dry them on
his ‘account: I accordingly purchafed four facks,
which I dried on a common hop-oaft, and fent them
to him in March laft, with the account in a letter,

as under,

Sig,

IN two matted parcels, by the Endeavour Sandwich
Hoy, I have fent you the produce of four facks of pota-
toes, after being kiln dried.

The expence and weight of them, before and after
drying, are inclofed.

I got the potatoes pared, and have dried the whole,
that you may fee the effe&t, and try what experiments
with them you may think proper; and I have had twenty=
eight pounds of the white fort ground ; the meal of which
is {ent in the parcel to which it belongs,

I think the expence of drying would have been lefs, if
the quantity had been greater, becaufe the oaft-cloth was
not fufficiently covered to prevent the heat efcaping too
faft, 1 found it very difficult to get the thermometer up
to 104. On account of the fmall quantity to dry, I ufed
my leaft kiln, which is an oven-oaft; by which the colour
of the potatoes is more yellow than it would have been
if dried on a cockle,

[ beg leave to recommend to you to fend a fmall cafk
of them a long fea voyage, to be returned to you, that
you may fee how they keep, and what ufe may be made
of them on their return. I have long been of the opinion

O 2 - that
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#
that all kinds of vegetables might be thus dried for the

ufe of failors.
‘ t'l.],'\[ 1’:‘1(' ill_.l“l"ll_l' to }3(‘,
L
wl H,

Y our moft humble Servant,

15 BGEY S,
EXPENCE.
_J:. $o s
s Sacks of White Potatoes, at 10s. 64, I I O
2 Sacks of Early Brown ditto E I. T "0
‘wo men, three hours each, wathine them o
! , three | h, wathing then 1 o

A man attending oaft, and drying, two n‘:;_;E:-ts'l

o

£ Fal
and one day J

[~

Deven women, a day and a quarter i.n!‘.,“llo S U

paring and {licing them, at g per day j|

i
o

Linen bags, mats, &c. as package, no part of the ex-

]'JC‘ITCCa
.i,.r :.;'- -{-"f If‘)r,. ana .:'_?_.."."L'.i Gryiirs
€ qr. 1b. b
[ C g
'ST]..'. ] :‘ ital s nts wi. 3 0 .,!J'-JI ]'I
L
_ [ dry beft =z 712
- ( [ R n » o 104 :
- = | g5 O 21
L a 4

['he four facks of potatoes were well fcowered with a

1 3 1 £ 1 s T
broom in tubs of water, and then, | women, 1,‘-‘-15~] and
cut in ilices, about onc-fifth of an inch in thicknels;

whick

-
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1 were laid on a fmall oaft, about twelve feet

fquare : when thoroughly dried, they became extremely

brittle, and were eafily ground to meal between a pair of
corn-ftones.

As potatoes may be thus dried in flices, 1f well walhed
with the rind on, the expence of paring might be faved ;
and IC] be done by an inftrument; fo that

¥
o

the {licing miy

the whole expence, when potatoes are at 105 04. per

e i - s
1ACK, would be onlv a
o

er hundred weight
when dried.

oo 1 . .
'y J:ZL,.":‘L,", f‘.i]-.! arying, ]f- l]ll:

'[“!'.L‘. l'.{'l"._f',l_' {} W '.'.ﬂ'll!l'i

Sk ; S et fraing
{licing were done by an mnitrument, 1t 1€cms 5;3—' this ac-

count, would be about gs. per cwt. on the dried {ub-

(] 1

ftance ; and 1t would be confiderably lefs if a I:

'Elk? lll!;ill-

tity were done at one time. It may be thought, that
even that expence is too great; but if it fhould be found

that ll':r,e‘.'_...'.-o, or other véoetables, can be dried {o as to

their nutritive :_I‘.‘.'.J:L-:'- n l'\.-.".j_'; 'n'L_'a.\-".lE%'_w, 1.];C

in fuch cafe will be no objeét.

—— e B p—

I'he following is a Copy of Correfpondence on this Sub-
.l 4 1

je&t, between the Honourable Board of Agriculture

¥
o

o -

Zo'Z. Captain of bis Majefty’s Ship St. Albans.
Victualling Ojffice, Sth Fuly, 1795,

La | 8 1 i) ol =t L R ; =30 B
['HE Board of Agriculture having, through their Preh-

1 % C 1 or B 4 s+ b | > 2
dent, Sir John Sinclair, fent to this Board a fmall quan-
P i ¥t T o e 1 - e Ef - . .
tity of potatoes iliced and dried, and of fome meal ground

. o S - :
om them, prepared by a Mr. Boys of Betfhanger, in

ent ; and conceiving this method of curing that root

- a il £ 1 g he -
nay prove to be a valuable difcovery on hoard fhips, re-
ed that thereof might be furnifhed to fome

O 2 fhip
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fhip going on a long voyage, in order to afcertain whe-

ther potatoes in the before-mentioned ftate will ke c;u on
fthip-board, and particularly in hot climates, without
being attacked with wcevils or other infelts,—we beg
leave to inform you, that, being at all times defirous of
promoting any difcovery that may have a tendency to
benefit his Majefty’s fervice, we have ordered two kegs,
the one containing a proportion of the dried flices, and
the other of the meal, to be fent to our Agent at Portf-
mouth, with dire&ions for his putting them, with your
permiflion, on board his Majefty’s (hip St, Albans, under
your command; and we have therefore to requeft you
will be pleafed, in due feafon, to caufe the ke gs to be
cpened, and to report to us the ftate of prefervation 1
which you fhall find the potatoces fo cured to have kept,
that we may cominunicate the fame to the Board of
Agriculture.

We are, Si

ir,
Your moft humble Servants,

G.Cfih., F, ,.Ilh; Wwell, F, S'h‘(h EH S
R. 8. Moody, F. Hunt, IV. Bofeawen,

(Copy) . G@/f;}rg.

St. dlbans, St. Heleas, 18th December, 1795.
GENTLEMERN,

In cobedience to your dire&ion, I have at different
periods, and in the different climates to St. Helena, and
back again, infpeéted into the ftate of the prepared pota-
toes; and beg leave to give it as my very humble

opinion, that both the fliced and the meal retain '.L“

the eflential qualities of the potatoe, unimpaired,

11

thoug

¥
(=]
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though fomewhat altered in colour. They ‘are now
lodged in your office at Portfinouth, with my advice to
your Agent to forward them to vour Board.,

I am, with great refpe&,
Gentlemen, your obedient
and very humble Servant,
7. M, Ruffed,
Examined, W, W. (Copy) . Goflinz.

Commiffionérs FiGualii nge

Lo Sir abn Sinclair, Baronet,

SIR, Vidtualling Office, gth Fanuary, 1796.
ACGREEABLY to the letter we had the honour of ad-
drefling to youon the 1ft of July laft, in return to yours to
our Chairman, dated the 27th of the preceding month,
we beg leave to acquaint you, that we caufed a part of
the potatoes, fliced and dried, and of the potatoe-
meal, which had been prepared by Mr. Boys of Bet-
{hanger in Kent, and which we received from you
through our Chairman, to be forwarded to his Excellency

Governor Hunter, at New South Wales; and the re-

mainder, cont | in two {mall kegs, to be put on board
L= i

his Majefty’s { St. Albans, bound to St. Helena, under

the command of Captain |. M. Ruflell; each of whom

n i s e S o
we J"'_f.lllf'_ut'l| would, in due ieaton, 1nipect into the itate
I

<l

of prefervation in which fuch potatoes and ]n:t:ft-.:-c-mc:\l
i

"= 1.3 - 1 % = 1 - =
ihould be found to have I-'*l”* and to 1 port the fame

to us.

., = - v 1 . p S g M| = 1 ; e
(—:"'["t""'n Ruflell has in confequence informed us by his

)

letter, dated the 18th of December laft, that he had at

] T
) 2 different
.
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different periods, and in the different climates to and

from 5t. Helena, i:ll'i‘r(--ﬁ ed into the ftate of the potat

| i \_.1
fo prepared, which had been put un . and 18
of opinion, that both 1] ¢ the , retatn all
the effential .qualitics of the potat unimpaired, al-
though fomewhat altered in colour; and having alio
returned the faid kegs to us, we | vith tranimit to

e S e : T . T s o
you copies of the letter we wrote to him, and of the re-

port he has made thereupon; togcther with the kegs,
; e i | e A | = 1 = = e = 1 =
containing the remainder of the potatoes and meal for
vour infpeflion,

We beg to add, that as foon as we receive Governor

i P S b i s BLEALY <1 FR ;
Hunter’'s Report upon the fubje&, the fame fhall' be

B

?:.:lh-iTJ.l[_L'L'l; Lo you.
We have the honour to be,
Sir, your moft obedient
humble Servants,

G. Cherry, F. Stephens, G. P, Towry,
R, §. Moody, 7 Hunty, W, f?r_:_J.*'

- (Copy)

emd
)

LXamit

._,
]

C

T

Zbe Editor is favoured with the following, by a Gentleman of

I 2 y - Py B 7.
ice f‘u-':;..’}- i Bafi Kent,

THE diforder, called blswing in cattle, is a {pecies of
colic, arifing from an over-diftention of the firft ftomach
with air. 1o this ftomach the food is only {lichtly ma-
cerated ; during which procefs, a gentle fermentation takes

place, and at the fame time a quantity of fixed air 1S

generated.
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oenerated,  When this air 1s in a moderate quantity, it
helps to throw up the cud; firft, by sently diftending

the ftomach, it forces it to contraét : the air then rifes into
e mouth, and carries with it fome of the food, thus
partly digefted, to be mafticated afrefh.

If an animal of this kind cats too greedily of very fuc-
culent food, fermentation takes place fo rapidly, and the
ftomach becomes fo much diftended, that it lofes the
power of contrating; confequently, the cud cannot be
forced into the mouth: the ftomrach becomes more and
more diftended ; by which means the orifices become
entirely thot up, and, unlefs foon remedied, the animal

To cure this complaint, two things are required ; to

ftimulate the ftomach, and to check the fermentation.

o

The f””l"\'ill"l..'; [ think likely to anfwer both -Jn'.;‘:;:r*!x- .

gallon; einger, in powder, an ounce ;

Lime-water, a
opium, half a dram; gin or brandy, a pint. Digeft all
together, and keep in a bottle well corked,— A theep
may take a quarter of a pint every hour; a bullock a
quart, in the fame manner. I prefer lime-water for the
menftruum, becaufe it will abforb much more than its
own bulk of air; a'nn.L:clLlL'ntl}', it will not increafe the
diftention of the ftomach.

If any kind of drink is required, or is in the leaft ad

T
|

miffible, lime-water 1s proper.
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Drawn up at the Defire of the Beard of Agriculture, 1796,

THE ORCHARDIST.

TuEe orchards of the kingdom are a material branch
of its agriculture ; and it is expected the ftandard fruit-
trecs will foon be much improved, from the exertions of
Tromas Sk1p Dyot Bucknavrr, Efq. who has been
very afliduous in eftablifhing the fcience of Orcharding,
as patronized by the Society for the Encouragement of

Arts, Manufaftures, and Commerce, and publifhed in

the 11th, r2th, and 13th volumes of their valuable
Tranfaftions, conformable to the practice introduced at
Sittingbourne, in the county of Kent, in the year 179o.

In thofe books, not only what ought to be done, is

fully pointed out, but many ufefal hints are given to +

grard the planters and fruit-growers againft the ufual

effe@ts of negle@ and miftakes, both in the trees and their
culture,
There are alfo obfervations on the fujtable manures 3

and ereat ftrefs is laid upon proper u)]]_.!n,-’..i'nm, and

SHES
judicious

The Author’s exprefs wifh, in each publication, tends
to make moft trees in an orchard
EALTHY,
Large, Handfime, and Produciive.
T
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-

I he operation i1s properly called the Syftem of Clofe

Pruning and Medication; as the governing principles for

-

13

eftablifhment of health begin by cutting clofe, making
the trees perfedtly clean, and deftroying the numerous
infeéts, vermin, and microfcopic creatures that make
fuch great havock on fruit-trees, by conftantly eating and
fretting the tender bark, which prevent the wounds from
healing.

He maintains, that the baneful effe&s of canker may in

part be prevented ‘in the more delicate fruit-trees; as

ithe firft caufe of canker arifes from an amimalcnle fome-
thing like the cochineal fly, and which is effe€tually
(_i'._,'i‘l,t{‘-v\.,'f_'t! lu}' the medication: and the mcdicale‘l \\'i”,
in great meafure, ftop the oozing of gum in the feveral
{pecies of cherries, and other ftone-fruits. Further he
obferves, infe&ls are great depredators on the dclicate
fruit-trees, by eating off the bloffoms and leaves in the

iprings

The Orchardift, by a little attention, for there is no
myftery, may nearly guard againft the refpeftive evils
affe@ting the trees; and the whole fyftem is grounded
upon the regular operations of nature in the produtions
of vegetation ; the working, or laborious part, is expref~
fed in fo clear and conci{e a manner, that it can hardly
be mifunderflood ; many of the thoughts are new, and
the whole procefs well worthy the attention of the re-
{pe&ive fruit-growers. Do not look for perfedtion ; it is
{ufficient to come near it.

The Society has fully fan&ioned the name of Orchard-
ift, in page 211 of the 12th volume ; and the author has

advanced as an incentive, to induce cvery. one to be

2

careful in the culture of their trees, that he entertains
no doubt, but by eafy mecans after ten ycars, the im-

proy ed
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proved value of the orchards an:

throughout the kingdom, muft amount to an increafed

produét beyond what they yicld, at prefent of more than
three hundred thoufand pounds per annum ; which moit
affuredly muft be ranked as a national ol ject,

Thereader, in looking over the before-mentioned Tranf=
actions, fhould examine a thort fentence in cach of
prcfac'cs; the index 1 other part
The planter is ¢ and con-
tinuations, with the Tda 7.5y 0%
from page 22 1€ 1 0-
lume ; but left the books fhould not be ath a y
1s annexed, fhewing how the trees ought to be prepared
for planting. According to the author’s pinion, great
part of the trouble and expence of pruni be
{aved, it : I f trees w but ] | to 1n

1 (.:i- | i .‘ I._\_
At flibie, he trees
be planted, i fee th
he nurfery, by t ing off,

&% Aty

o reEps el e e T e L e ) o 1 T 1
pertectly clofe, all rambling and unfishtly branches,
54 b SO Ly E S [ Sl e Rl 11 1 1
lcaving the hcads to three or toun [l lcading thoots.
G B o S 1 Tl " :
i'rom this j(]itk.l.-'!, the trees Willl NNOL Tequire ‘i':.'\f:':i]lf':
S '.I“.-‘,.Il.,. SR [ SR voatin el hanl L i
IRHIIE LT , alld avinr no wounds 1 ncaly the yeat
£ shasr nmis - r o ] 1 : P 1 :
ey e tranipl d, il reatly ac clerate their
c rh 2] 5 | 1
growth, )& Ture the trec 4I'C young : and do not
1 ; = 1
e plant any gailed, 1ret SN o o o d pl £
1 L 1 1
¢ Alfo guard acainit plantine 'toc her &
L . 1 1 ? ¥ st
1] I 1
[reccs arc tasen Ps ‘11 Nele] as S 38: -
3 = iy 1 1
. \lleIT, whichn .lJl : Sl | i iton to Lun
3 T r - 1 1
** horizonta s ITOI Wi 11, LIE uelino g ]
e |

i

”y




APPENDIX. 205

ce of the fun, the {ap is richer, and pro-

¢ duces the {weeteft faireft fruit.

¢« Chufe the eround ¢

i

lly,: &e. Wecre landlord,
¢ tenant, and workman, fhould look to planting as
exprefled in the Tran(altions, and obferve pofition;
¢¢ determining to eftablifh fhelter on the three cold fides
¢ of the freeft growing trees which the country pro=

¢¢ duces; which will much contribute to keep off the

¢ blights, and proteét the fruit from the feverity of the

vinds in autumn, when often half the crop of fruit 1s
thrown from the trees before 1t 15 'a.'iiu'.

« All over redundant wood fhould be taken off, that
¢ the tree may have an uniform head ; and the more the

« ranoe of branches fhoot circularly, a little 1nclining

| R T A . A bvted
the more equally will the 1ap be diitributed,

311 &1 1 A 115 ' o e
tter will the tree bpear, 4'\|!L“ ] L':?‘ ].ll-'.. 1; all=

s r x N+ . i1 1 ~ e A r 4 .
¢¢ ches clear; for funfhine and fhade are unalterably th

the
caufe of fiveet and four truits.

Pl +] R e arte npd v
ithin the nurleryman's art to 1‘:1[}-—
forit bheavine trees. with ftems
fruit-bearing Lrecs, witiln 1Iems

uds full and round, leaves broad

¢«¢ and open, without the tree being much dipoled to
<t canker or gumj; and this is given as the character of
6 o unal

luable tree.

. - . - - = | = Ty o
For this, and Mofs, {cc page 107, 1n the 13th Y olume ;

and a hint 1s given to ¢ defire the nurleryman to bC
€O b E L s P b se e denende TIDON L than e
tentive 1N Nis grafisy 100 HIOTL UL G LIMS 10N 10 tilcil 15
¢ imagined ; as from the grafe being full, well woodcd,
44 5 o e B 1 1 e Fvit1t = Iha ot)
L8 oclear, ".'.JL'II Ef'lffi €rly cCciolelly the Irulit Wilk DG LN
fy G e B TN Pt s e
e j'-.ﬂ'.'_:'. 1% i'.]‘,lln hioher 1l oured, thougn 1€ and Cui-
L= (-] F e
4 2 AT | j I | E+la i ) P
¢¢ ture mayv be the fame, Allo, the health of the wood OF
1 % foieed p DRI - Var midle B3 i ¢ RSt i M S
¢¢ the tree 15 moit materially aliccicd duUllllz Ll AEE2E
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¢ time of the tree’s exiftence, by the proper maturity
‘¢ the fcion was 1a at the time it was firft entered into the
« flock.”

In page 270, is an abftra& of the working, or laborious
part, that it may be feen at one point of view: and lct
it be remembered, if the tree is well pruned, it continues
of the fame fize after the pruning 1s finifhed, as it was
before ; ¢“for the rule is, to keep the branches out of the
 reach of cattle, then let them follow their natural
““ growth; for each {pecies has a growth peculiar to
¢ gtfelf, For Medrcation, look to velume 121h.

““ Abftra&t of Pra&tice. Let every ftump, the decayed

“ or blighted branches, with all thofe whicl

1 crofs the
““ tree, or where the leaves curl, be taken off clofe,
“ {mooth, and even ; pare down the gum clofe to the
“ bark, and rather a little within, but do not de ftroy

1t of which the

¢ the rouch coat: open the filures. ot
o 3 3

¢ gum oozes to the bottom; cut away the blotches, and
: el

¢ pare down the canker; then anoint all the wounds

*¢ with the medication, fmearing a little over the can-

B »

¢ ker which was not large enough to be cut; fcore the
“ tree, and rub off all the mofs, but do not fhorten a
“ fingle branch: follow the furgeon’s rule, go to the
¢ quick, and no more; a& with obfervation, and cac
“ prattitioner will improve the fcience.

*“ A tree, under fuch care, mufl, with its remaining
“ free fhoots, run large ; which requiring a great flow of
¢ fap, will keep the roots in conftant employ; and
“ from that very fource, meceffarily eftablifh permancot

* health.”

THE END.
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e 4y Should be read

By an es
there were fo
males

en of Minfter, in Thanet, January 1, 1794,
» inhabitants, viz.

£
tradefmen,
250 females. The
to each farm-houfe,

males and
labourers,
average number of inha
e, &c.

Page 6. line laft, for wa

8. 1. 2, forcool

(3]

I :
l. 15, forimproprietor, r. improp:

1. laft but two, for Lymage, r. Lyminge
t3. L 13, for isan obief, r. would be :
l
1
]

5y e NOL

-
. laft but two, for or
. 10, for earthen, 7. earthing

126. » Note, for and the expence, r, add the expence

Ln
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