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PLLAN

FOR RE-PRINTING THE
AGRICULTURAL SURVEYS.

BY THE
PRESIDENT
OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

e D) (e

:&l%(l-\l’\]) eftablithed for the purpofe of making every
L A effential enquiry, into the Agricultural State, and the
means of promoting the internal improvement of a powerful
Empire, will neceffarily have it in view, to examine the
fources of publick profperity, in regard to various import-
ant particulars.  Perhaps the following is the moft natural
order for carrying on fuch important inveftizations; namely,
to afcertain,
1. The riches to be obtained from the furface of the na-
tional territory.
2. The mineral or fubterraneous treafures of which the
country is poffefled.
3» T'he wealth to be derived from its ftreams, rivers, ca-
nals, inland navigations, coafts, and fifheries. And,
4. The means of promoting the improvement of the
people in regard to their health, induftry, and morals,
founded on a fatiflical furvey, or a minute and care-
ful enquiry into the a&tval flate of every parochial
diftrict in the kingdom, and the circumftances of its

iDitants,




I

p Sy P
circulatl

' 1
o e
bke | #ie




- e ———— L o i e -
e L ——— ity

[ i ]
exceed two or three volumes quarto) to be laid before his
Majefty, and both Houfes of Parliament; and afterwards a

he country, and the

general Report on the prefent ftate of t

means of its improvement, may be fyltematically arranged,
according to the various fubjects conne@ed with agriculture,

2 o) IEEe T LR g LRCE NN R S i
I'hus every individual in the Kingdom may have,

I. An account of the hutbandry of his own particular

P 8 e

L".Ju;':.:.; Oor,
A sten ] xrrowr L PR 14 'y Sl et T
2. 11 general view of the a2 rricultural ftate of the 1\41:’-45(10:11

ing to the counties, or diftricls, into

which it is divided; or,

ad

An arranged fyftem of information on agricultural fub-
jets, whether accumulated by the Board fince it
JECLs, wWhnether accumu dicd DY the Loard flince its

eitablifhment, or previoufly known;

And t information refpeine the ftate of the kiedamm
L1 J‘ll‘w Inrormation t“l""*'-'”'n the 1tate ot the .\J“_-,_t{]ﬂ]h)

and Agricultural knowledge it general, will be attainable

with every poflible advantage.

|
4
e

In re-printing thefe Reports, it was Judged neceflary, that
they thould be drawn up according to one uniform inodel;

- - - . 1 - . 1 =~ 13 - -
and after fully confidering the fubject, the following form
was pitched upon, as one that would include in it all the

particulars which it was neceflary to notice in an Agricul-

tural Survey. As the other Reports will be re-printed in
the fame manner, the reader will thus be enabled to find
out at once, where any point is treated of, to which hLe may

vith to dire® his attention,
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been attainable with more extenfive powers, The candid

Reader cannot expect in thefe Reports more than a certain
pertion of ufeful information, fo arranged as to render them
a bafis for further and more detailed enquiries. The atten-
tion of the intelligent Cultivators of the kingdom, however,
will doubtlefs be excited, and the minds of men in general
gradually brought to confider favourably of an undertaking,
which will enable all to contribute to the national ftores of
knowledge, upon topicks fo truly interefting as thofe which

A

concern the Agricultural interefts of their country; interefts,
which on jult principles never can be improved, until the
prefent ftate of the kingdom be fully known, and the means
of its future improvement afcertained with minutenefs and

accuracy.

PRELIMINARY




PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS
TO THE

SOMERSETSHIRE RE-PRINTED REPORT.

THE following Remarks on the prefent ftate of Agri-
culture in the county of Somerfet having been made
without an aCtual furvey, thofe readers who are converfant
with the fubject will be able, no doubt, to point out many
defellsy eriors, and e /fions.

The Writer, however, prefumes, that though he may not
have fpecifically and exprefsly touched on all the practices
and improvements of the beft farmers, yet that no kind or
clafs of thefe matters has been abfolutely overlooked.

He does not profels to have given a compleat detail of
the various branches of rural management, but to have dif-
cuffed the moft important articles belonging thereto; and he
has done his utmoft to treat the fubjet in fuch a manner,
and to exprefs his meaning in fuch a language, as might be
beft adapted to the underftanding and comprehenfion of

commeon farmers.

] 7 1 i |

Should the fubje of inclofing, &'c. the Wafle Lands, be
thought by fome to occupy too much room, the wi iter in-
treats them to weigh in their own minds, whether any thing,
fo nearly related to publick as well as individual good, can
be too diffufely handled, or too ftrongly recommended.
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) South

weft part of England, having the Briftol Channel

on the Weft—Gloucefterthire, and the city and county of

s It B n the N . Wilthire o ] Falerand Devar
Briftol. on the North—Wiltthire on the Lalt—and Devon-

{hire on the South ai 1 South-Weit.

its form 1s oblong, bemng in leneth from North-eaft

South-welt 80 miles—in breadth from Eaft to Weft about
26 miles—and in circumterence about 200 Mmues.

olute precifion {tate the total
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1 fie reporter cannot with ac

amount of acres, or the number of inhabitants, in

county: but he conceives the former to be about one m
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of acres, and tie iatter about three hundred {

tnouiand. 1l he
average value per acre of the inclofed and cultivated land is
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375,000l The different appropriations of this furface of
Jand may be arranged in the following way:

Acres
Towns and villages —_— —_— 3000
Publick and private roads ——— — 15,000
Rivers, lakes, ponds, &c. _— —_— 2,500
Woods and plantations 20,000
Meadow and pafture land inclofed — 584,500
Marfh and fen-land uninclofed —— 30,000
Arable and convertible land inclofed —— 260,000
Common fields —-_— — 20,000
Uncultivated waftes : 65,000

¥ YOV POV
1,000,00

The fea-coaft is very irregular, in fome places projecting
into I(Jﬁ_\_f and rocky promontories, and in others receding:
mto fine bays, with flat and level fhores. From Stert point
northward, the coaft is flat, and compofed of vaft fand-
banks repelling the inundation of the fea, which, in ancient
times, wafhed over thefe fhoals, and flowed up into the
country, covering with its waters that extenfive territory
now called Brent-Mar/h. The fea, after its general retire-
ment, paid frequent vifits to thefe parts; and it was found
neceffary, to the fecurity of the country, to eftablith a

* Since this account was taken, fundry afts of parliament have
been paffed, and are now pending, for the inclofing, draining, and
dividing of more than 18,000 acres of marfh and fen land, and 20,000
acres of common fields and uncultivated waftes. Fifteen bills of in-
clofure have been brought into parliament this feffion (1797) for this
county only, whilft, in the adjoining county of Devon, not a fingle
application has been made in this century. This is the more extra.
ordinary, as there are immenfe tradts lying wafle in the laft-mentioned

county.

Commiff:
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Commiffion of Sewers, the members of which fhould exa-
mine and infpect the fea banks, ditches, gutters, and fewers,
connefted with the fea, and order the requifite cleanfings
and reparations. The firt commiflion of this kind upon
record, was in 1304; and the like offices are extended to
this day.

SecT. 2.—Divifi

Somerfetfhire, in refpet to its jurifdittion, is divided into
two parts, eaflern and weffern. The firft containing 19
hundreds, the latter 21 hundreds. It has befides 7 liberties,
2 cities, 7 boroughs, 29 market-towns, 1 bithoprick, 3 arch-

[

deaconries, 13 deaneries, and 482 parifhes.{

In fuch an extent of ground, it may naturally be fup-

B o
pofed, that the climate is various. INear the fea-coaft winter
is fcarcely felt; and from Minehead and Dulverton on the

weft, to Milborne-Port and Wincanton on the eaft, the cli-

mate (Quantock, Branden, and Dunkry hills excepted) is
mild and temperate. As you approach the northern dif-
tri¢t, and afcend Poulden hill,

3

it changes and becomes more
cold and boifterous; and when you proceed farther north-
ward, and gain the fummit of Mendip hills, you feel your-
{elf, comparatively, in Lapland. The perpendicular altitude
of Mendip hills, compared with the town of Taunton, is
fuppofed to be at leaft 1100 feet.

Seed time and harveft greatly vary in different parts of
the county: the mountainous parts being nearly a month
later than the vales; for which reafon, it is found right, on
expofed and elevated fituations, fuch as Mendip, Quantock,

+ Collinfon and Rack’s Hiftory of Somerfetthire.

.'.]Iuj
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16 AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

Brent-marfh, on the river Brue and Ax.

Wefton-moor, near Uphill.

Banwell and Simeath moors, near Churchill.

Kenn-moor, near Y atton.

Nailfea-moor, north of Kenn.

Clapton-moor, between Clapton and Wirton.

Of thefe many have been inclofed, drained, and improved,
in the courfe of the laft twenty years, as will be noticed

hereafter.

Sect. §.—Mincrals, &e.
This county produces lead, coppery iron, lapis calaminaris,
manganefe, coaly lime-flone, paving-flone, tiling-fEane, free-flone,

Sudlers’-earthy marl, and achre.

SECT. 6.—Water.

The principal rivers are, the Avon, Ax, Brue, Parret,
Yow, Cale, Chew, Tone, Frome, Ivel, Ex, and Barl.

Of thefe, four only are navigable, viz. the Avon, from
Bath to Briftol, 16 miles; the Brue, from Briftol Channel
to Highbridge, 2 miles; the Parret, from Stert-Point to
Langport, about 20 miles; and the Tone, from Taunton
to Boroughbridge, 8 miles.

For the fake of perfpicuity I fhall divide the county inte
three diftri¢ts :—the firft comprehending the tract of land
included between the ports of Uphill and Kingroad on the
velt, and the towns of Bath and Frome on the caflt. Th

I thall call the north-ea/t diftriét.

i
/

—

The next I thall call the middle divifion; and 1s that por-

tion of land which is bounded by the Mendip hills on the
north, Bridgwater-bay on the weft, and the town of Chard

on the fouth.

r | i~ 1 ' ] * Ll " ’
I'he fouth-qve? divifion will occupy the remainder.

NORTH-=-




OF SOMERSETSHIRE.

NORTH-EAST DISTRICT.
Sect. 1. Climate, Sail, and Surface.

The furface of this diftri& being very irregular, and inter-
mixed with lofty hills and rich fertile plains, the climate is
confequently exceedingly varied. On the weftern fide, in-
cluding the hundreds of Winter-5toke and Portbury, the
foil is, for the moft part, a deep and rich mixture of clay and
fand ; being

=]

originally a depofit by the fea, which, in antient
times, flowed up a confiderable way into that part of the
country. ‘T'hefe Moor-lands, as they are called, are at the
prefent time {ubject to frequent inundation; and fometimes,
In rainy feafons, are covered with water for four or five fuccel-
five months. The luxuriant herbage produced by thele
lands, when cleared from ftagnant water, is fuch as to in-
duce, in the mind of a man fond of national improvement,
an ardent wifh to fee them completely drained.

This, I think, might be effeCted in the following way:
Let a fluice or dam be built at the outlet of the river Yeo or
Yow, the apron of which fhould be placed near low-water
mark. It is not neceffary to defcribe thefe fluices, or outlets,
as they are common to moft counties bordering on the fea.
Suffice it to fay, that thefe buildings are furnifhed with fold-
ing doors, which fhut at the influx of the tide, and open on
its retreat. From a fluice thus ereted, let the bed of the
river be lowered to an inclined plane of one foot in a mile.
This is fufficient to produce a current, and it will prevent
any great depofit of fediment. Let the bottom be contra&-
ed in its breadth, fo that the water in time of floods may run
with fufficient rapidity to cleanfe it of mud. In regard to
the dimenfions and expence of fuch a main drain, the reader
fhall be informed when we come to treat of Sedgmoor.

C In
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In the parithes of Congrefbury, Yatton, Banwell, Win{
combe, "muu. ], and Puxton, there are not lefs than three
thoufand acres {ubject to frequent inundation. All thefe

lands difcharge the greateft part of their waters into the rive

Ten and are under the infpection of the Commiffioners of

Vater-Sewers; but the powers vefted in thefe commiffi-
oners by Parliament are not fufficient to enable them to di-
vert the courle of the river, or to effect a radical

Ccurc.
The tide flows nearly feven miles up the river Yeo; and

at fix miles from the mouth of the river the {pring-tides flow
five feet above the level of the adjacent lands.

[his would be effeCtually prevented by the dam before

mentioned; and by cutting proper lateral

diftri¢t might be advanced in value 10s.

~- 1 L b JES (B

and all this might be done at an expence

araft wonld reimbrel Tt 1o meaoaltart R T, n
profit would reimburfe.  Nothing is neceffary but effectual

draining to make it as good land as any in the county. It
requires no dung, or any extraneous manure, but may be
kept in good heart by the contents of the ditches.

v

hes of Kenn,

T'o the northward of this diftrict lie the parif
Kingfton-Seymour, Cleveden, Nailfea, Chelvey, and Cla
verham, poflefling near four thoufand acres, alike fubject to
inundation.

hefe parithes are fecured from the fea by a wall built

ey - T B L e § P o abnve e level

with ﬁrJr.C and lime, and elevated ten feet above the level
. - 1 . o 2 . . -0

of the land within. High tides {ometimes overflow this

‘.‘.::!l, and when a ftrong wefterly wind prevails, at the equi-

+

noxes, the wall is frequently broken down by the impetuo-

fity of the waves, and larpe portions of the land are coy ered.

Should this happen at the autumnal equinox, little injury

is done; but if at the vernal, it kills the beft grafs, and the

crop of the enfluine fummer is worth but little. Thefe lands

e LIICIT WaLErs DY TWO IIVElS, \..'.11..[1 the I;'L'-'-. I COS

At
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At the mouth of thefe rivers are fluices, fuch as before de-
fcribed, which prevent inundation from the fea; but being
not made deep enough at their outlet, and the rivers, by
which the waters are conveyed, not being properly bottomed,
the country is fubject to frequent lund-floods. "This level is
{ulceptible of the fame nnprovement, by a complete drain-

e, as the former. At the fouth-well of this divifion lie

s of Churchill, Hutton, Banwell, Locking, Wef-

ton-fuper-Mare, and Uphill.  Thefe lands are for the moft
part occupied by dairy or grazing farmers, and are fubjelt

i
[

to frequent overflowings of the river, which runs through a

dam or fluice at Uphill. Tt is prefumed, that if the bed of

the river at Uphill, and the fluice through which the water
is difcharged, were deepened three feet, the evil would ina
reat degree be removed.

Proceeding northward from hence you afcend Leigh-

-

down. Thisis atract of elevated land, extending from

Cleveden to the Hot-Wells, near Briftol, Itis principally

fed with theep, and confifts of nearly three thoufand acres.
A large portion of this down will not admit of cultivation,
the lime-ftone rock being within two or three inches of the

furface. Itis pwm ble that this land will pay more as p:aj'.

5 =y S 2
ture than any other way. Dbut the chief inconvenience arifes

from the un l.“.'l.:J right of ftocking, by which it is bur-

thened with double the number it ought to have; the breed

of neat cattle is greatly injured; and, in refpect to fheep, the

quantity of wool leflened. To illuftrate this obfervation,

refpefting over-ftocking, I fhall ftate a cafc in point. A far

mer of this diftrict, fome years fince, put twenty-five head
teers and heifers into a piece of commonable land: the
{pring being unfavourable to the purchafe of cattle, and a

confiderable fatality having prevailed the preceding winter,

the common Wwas wmoderatery {tacked; in an!-,,-_tm,.l\.; Ol

C%
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which a profit of two pounds per head was made between
the months of April and November. Encourazed by this

fuccefs, and flattering himfelf with the profpect of fimilar

3

profit, he purchafed the next year one hundred head; but
others following his example, he, to his great mortification,,
found that, inflead of profit, he fuffered a lofs of nearly one
hundred pounds.
['rom thefe premifes, may it not be fairly inferred, that the
]

Jofing and dividing of commons, even in cafes where the

m

plough cannot prudently be introduced, are beneficial both
to the individual and the public; as the owner can then ap-
portion his ftock to the quantity and quality of his land, and
can have them at all times under his eye? But of this fub
ject more by and by.

Sect. 5. Minerals, &e.

The Mendip hills are famous for their mines, particularly
of lead and lapis calaminaris. The former are nearly ex-
haufted, or at leaft the deep working is fo incumbered with
water, that little can be done, and in all probability millions

in value may remain concealed in the bowels of this moun-
tain, *till fpirit enough be found in the country to perforate
it by cutting a level, or audit, through its bafe, namely, from
Compton-Martin to Wookey-Hole.*

b e—— —_— - -

e ———— e ————

* A plan fimilar to this has heen talked of in a gener

veral vears paft, but no regular fyftem has been formed.
eventually prove highly productive to the adventurers ; and, whether
taken in a provincial or national view, be of great utility., Therik is
certainly fmall, the advantage poflibly great. But there are many con-
: 5
:

SCER RS (B e
onanad anic dl-

comitant circumftances which call for mature deliberat
of land, the authority
of Parliament, compenfation to the owners of pitches already ma le

agreeable to the laws of the foreft, the incorporation of a company,

geftion ; fuch as the confent of the proprietors

1 1T T bk - - 1 P S SR P g e St ~
the appointment of a tre -r, clerk, manager, committee, &c. It

will alfo, moft probably, be expedied by the proprietors of land,
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The diftance is about five miles, and the depth from the
furface about one hundred and fifty yards; fuch a tunnel
would not only convey off all water, but the driving it, or
the finking of the fhaft or perpendicular pits, might lead toa
difcovery of veins of lead hitherto unexplored, and perhaps
as valuable as that now at Weft-Chewton, which, tradition
fays, yielded 100,000/ within the {pace of anacre. What
the expence of fuch an adventure might be, I cannot exaltly
afcertain; but, for argument fake, let us fuppofe it to be
100,000/.~A thoufand fubfcribers, at 100/ each, would fuf-
fice; and as no great number of men can, for want of room,
be employed at the fame time, I would propofe that the prin-
cipal money be vefted in government fecurities, and the in-
tere/l only expended ; this would keep in conftant pay more
than one hundred workmen, and in all probability, before
10,000/ were expended, difcoveries would be made highly
beneficial to the adventurers, and to the publick; and, even
under the worft fuppofition, the only lofs would be that of
the intereft of 100/, to each individual.

In times paft many thoufands a year have been annually
paid to the fec of Wells for the lord’s fhare (that is, one
tenth) of the lead dug on the foreft within the parith of Wells
only; and is it not more than probable, that lead, like coal,
may be moft valuable in the deep? On Broadficld-down
there are alfo veins of lead; and in the parifhes of Rowberrow,
Shipham, and Winfcomb, there are valuable mines of lapis

calaminaris. This mineral is fometimes found within a

more than one level be driven, that all might have an equal chance of
benefit.  Such expe@ation appears reafonable, and from the [mall
number of workmen that can poilibly be employed on a level at the
{ame time, the intereft of the capital will be fully fufficient for carrying
on, not only the principal one, but allo two or more others, from dif-
ferent points, to thofe parts where, from the antient working, there is

ood caufe for expe@ing to meet with ore. R. PAGET,




iploved in this bufinefs, and

GRICULTURAL SURVEY

] feldom worked deeper than thirty
-en four and five hundred miners are con-
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about five pounds per ton. In the parifhes of Compton-

!
Martin and Eaft-Harptry are alfo many mines of a fimilar

nature, and a confiderable number of men are coni
employed therein.
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of

Lt

a debate that was in the county of Somerfet

T

.ord Benfield, and the T'enants of CI

of Green-Qare: the faid prior complaining
upon Mendip ; being
| commanded the lord
land, to go down into

and it 1 concord and
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peace in the faid county concerning Mendipp, upon pain
of h ure. The faid lord Chock fate upon Men-

ta

of my lords of Bath, called the Farp
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(as he commanded all the commoners to appear, and
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the bifhop of Bath, my lord of Glafton, my lord Benfield,
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the earl of Chewton, and my lord of
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Richmond, with all the
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anpearance, to the number of ten thouland people) a pro-

ion was made, to enquire of all the company how

1 |

thev would be ordered; then they, with one confent, made

would be ordered and tryed by the four

n{wer, that they
lords of the rovalties; and then the tour lords 10;.'.11 were
1

fhould turn out their

aoreed, that the comminers of

cattle at their out-lets, as much the fummer as they bea
]

to winter ; without hounding or pounding, upon Wiole

orounds foever they went to take their courle and recourle,

To which the faid four lords royal did put their feals; and

were alfo agreed, that whofoever {hould break the faid bonds
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fhould forfeit to the king a thoufand marks, and a

a1l

| the
comminers their ]::f-,d.';'s and goods to be at the king’s plea-
fure or command that doth either hound or pound.

T he old ancient occupation of miners in and upon Men-
dipp, being the king’s foreft of Mendipp, within the county
of Somerfet, being one of the four ftaples of England, which
have been exercifed, ufed, and continued, throuch the faid
foreft of Mendipp, from the time whereof no man living
hath not memory, as hereafter doth particularly enfue the
order.

1. Firfl, That if any man, whatfoever he be, that doth
intend to venture his life to be a workman in the faid occu-
pation, he muft firft of all crave licence of the lord of the
foyle where he doth purpofe to work, and in his abfence, of
his officers, as the lead-reave or bailiffe, and the lord, neither
his officers can deny him.

2. Item. That after the firt licence had the workman
fhall never need to a'k leave again, but to be at his free will
to pitch within the foreft, and to brake the ground where
and in what place it fhall pleafe him, to his behalf and profit,
ufing himfelf truftily and truly.

3. ftem. If any man that doth begin to pitch or groof
fhall heave his hackes through two ways after the rake.
Note, that he that doth throw the hacke muft ftand to the
girdle or waift in the fame groof, and then no man thall or
may work within his hackes throwe, provided always that
no man fhall or can keep but his wet and dry groof and
his mark.

4. Jtem. That when a workman have landed his oar,
he may carry the fame to cleanfing or blowing to what mi-
nery it fhall pleafe him, for the fpeedy making out of the
fame, fo that he doth truly pay the lord of the {oyle where

it was landed his due, which is the tenth part thereof.
5. Item.
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5. Item. That if any lord or efficer hath once given

licence to any man to build, or fet up any hearth or wath-
ing-houfe, to wath, cleanfe, or blow oar, he that once hath
leave fhall keep it for ever, or give it to whom he will, fo
that he doth juitly pay his lott lead, which is the tenth

the: and
TS § 4N

pound, which {hall be blown at the hearth or he
alfo that he doth keep it tennantable, as the cultom doth
require.

6. Item. That if any man of that occupation doth pick
or {leal any lead or oare to the value of thirteen-pence half-
penny, the lord, or his officer, may arreft all his lead-works,
houfe, and hearth, with all his groofs and works, and keep

e = AT o - 1 tinll +alra #1 o
ti'-.-..m as fafelv to his own ule; and {hall dl\; the perfon that

..!.-.ij and L,=1".:.__-_ him where his houfe is, or his

work, .mJ all his tools or inftruments to the occupation be-

i 11

longs as he ufeth, and put him into the fad houlfe, and fet

JL.“..'.‘.-J
fire ",,.‘:” o

OCCUpal I;l 1 betore tﬂ' 11'!.1i".'_]'.» _:-'.."I_ EVEer.

-,-1’*;:1' about him, and banifh him from that

7. ftem. If that perfon doth pick or fteal there any more,
he fhall be tryed by the law, for this Jaw and cuftom hath
no more to do with him.

8. [Item. That every lord of the foyle ought to keep two
miner-courts by the year, and to {wear twelve men of the
fame occupation for the redrefs of mifdemeanors touching
the mineries.

g. Item. That the lord or lords may make and grant
manner of arrefts, viz. Firft, for ftrife between man and man,
for their works under the ground or earth. Secondly, for his

wn dutys for lead or oare, wherefoever he findeth it upon
the fame foreft.

10. 1’! m. That if any man, by means of misfortunc,
take his death, as by falling of the earth upon him, by draw-
ing or ftifeling, or otherwile, as in time paft many have been,

the
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by the {team-en depth of working will

Liras 1
OC ODLAINCA.

e, by no means equal
to the extent and rifque of the adventure; to a few works
confiderable; to the majority very moderate.

['he coal is of prime quality; pure and durable in burn-

ing; firm, large, and of a ftrong grain; which enfures its

conveyance to almoft any diftance

>, without injury to its ap-

i
pearance or qu -i'.l‘x'j w

ch eannot be exceeded in any p

Rl R B R A s T
af the EKingdolr. batii 1s the princpal mparket of <on-

- " 1 113 1 3 o
{fumption; to which may Dbe adde d, the weftern parts ot

Vil 1 the next adiacent par of Somerf{etihire
1 N e I1CXL d0jdCCrit 11‘ DI QULNICTICLLIL LI G

f . 1 ]
m fifteen hundred to two

thouiand L reatér can be jupplied,
1 Rl - S . g | B P | . i
thould an 1 re it. PEoys and men, to
y :
the number of fifteen hundrec re emploved in working it
Lis Lk ¢ s - Ak 4% — - - !..---__ _-- . . ..\J 1,
with wages to procure them a com-

llament at

15 intended to be

1, for leave to cut two branches of a canal

for the accommodation of the collieries of this northern

diftrict. to communicate with the rivers Avon and Kennett.+

le extenfion of fale may be

i - C - .
g o » s o ¥ P y l-c o
interred. i he permanence ol the WOrKks 1s

* As Tay ar LE I CO
Gtuation in repard to water will admit ¢
Welton, 2 work in the
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hinery append:

noft perfedt and cheap manner;
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amply fecured by various contrivances, in preventing the

admiflion of the fprings into the deep working.

‘T'he number of works twenty-fix. The owners of the
frechold from whence the coal is raifed generally receive an
eighth of the grofs receipt of fale; but, to encourage the
proprictors to greater depths of working, have occafionally
complied with a proportionable reduction of this quota, on
account of the increafed expences in working; whereby they
have derived a profit from coal, which otherwife would have
been arrecoverably loft.  Some, through ignorance and ftub-
bornnefs, have withheld this conceflion, and thereby incurred
the lofs.

Average price of coal five-pence per bufhel at the pit,

f v 1 " r. C - '-u -y .'l
(nine gallons meafure.)
\ g

The Southern diftrict is on a more

ing. The ftrata of coal form an inclination of the plane
from eighteen to thirty inches in the yard; in fome the

e 1 arnrihilated and they P
plane is annihilated, and they defcend in a perpendicula;

direction. There are in number twenty-five; in thicknels

from fix inches to feven feet; feldom worked under eichteen
inches; in depth from thirty to fixty fathoms at the prefent

working. By the fleam-engines, which are now ereis

Wbk dbd

in this diftrict, 2 much greater depth will be attained. Pro-
e of working very trifling, if any, owing

= -

fits in the ageregat

c

to the confumption of timber, and the expence of drawing
water, T'he coal of various quality; fome nearly equal to
that of the northern diftrit; but the greateft part lefs firm,
of fhorter grain, and lefs calculated for diftant carriage; but
free to burn, wholly divefted of fulphureous ftench, and du-
rable.  'I'he {mall coal excellent for the forge, and when
reduced to a cinder, called cake, by a procefs of very ancient

ufage, it furnithes a fuel for drying malt, which, from its

purity and total exemption from fmoke, cannot be excelled,
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if equalled. The fouth-weftern parts of Wilt(hire, the
northern of Dorfet, and the eaft and fouthern parts of So-

100,

meriet, are the markets for confumy

T'he quantity now raifed is from eight hundred to a thou-
fand tons weekly, which, in the courle of a few years, mizht
be extended to two thoufand tons, if fale could be found.

B 1
i

s and men employ

B SR ntu
unt to rrom Iive 1o ux

hundred. An improved method of working has been lately

adopted in fome parts of this d:‘iuix.l 13'_\' which the [prings
re ill'L“{t,‘illG_’lj from inundating the deep working; whereby
‘s extent and duration will be confiderably promoted.

A canal to the works in this diftrict, which might be

t at an eafy expence, has been for fome time in contempla-

tion;* and which not only \.t;.i';-.i benefit the proprietors of
the works, by extending the confumption, but allo reduce

-
J -

31 S

- mare than ~1£
I's IMorc tilall 1

the price to the more diftant coni
['he average price of coal in this diltrict 1s three-pence
three-farthings per bt ifhel.

Should the works in the Northern diftri¢t be ftopped, the

probable increafe of the poor-rates would be 2000l per
annum. In the Southern (much more burthened with
poor) to feven or eight fhillings in the [n_':un-_i.

At Clapton alfo, a village lying to the north-weft oi
Leigh-Down, there is a coal-work which poffeffes the ad-
vantage of a land-level of forty-four fathoms. At this pi

1

are landed about 240 bufhels daily. The beft coal is fold
at three-pence halfpenny per bufhel, and the fi mall is fhipped

at Portifhead-point for Wales, where it is ufed for burn-

ing hime,

* This is now (Jan. 1797) in execution, and the tonnage, &¢

et e

eoal to Frome (nine miles) will not exceed 2s. per to
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’j‘iiii'ﬁl E are in this diftri® many large proprietors

from 2000l. to 6oool. per annum; but ftill the
greateft part is pofleffed by the middle clafs, holding from
50l to 500l. per annum. Part is leafed out on lives; part

1s in demelne, and let out for fhort terms; and no fmall

quantity 1s the fee of the occupiers, conftituting a moft re-
ipeCtable yeomanry.

T ey s e SR
ne '|.I.i‘-..]'.:...h_'_ Of A°TICUi -

To thole who are {¢

ture to fociety, a contemplation of the caufes which have
I

orincipally contributed to its advancement in this county

y interefting

cannot but be higl
~ at | 1 T
.

lATCly rangk, the anendti af properityy, WICIc

fore negleéted and comparatively barren, have be

from fuch their unprodudtive flate to a conditi

fertile and productive. Next, the increafed population and
i

extenfion of manufaétures; toeether with the enlarsement

of the city of Bath.
. ATty | AT Sl r . P .
Certain lands now held by their ancient tenures, and
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mproved, pref a lively portraiture
tul ftate of the county, when contrafted
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CHAPTER 1II.

TYTT

oy
DL [!.;Jl-‘(.}.}.

HERE are many fplendid gentlemen’s feats, orna-

mented with extenfive plantations, in this diftri¢t; and
the farm-houfes and cottages are for the moft part commo-
dious and comfortable—but on all the dairy farms, a fhame-
ful inattention prevails, in refpect to out-houfes and fheds
for their flock to retire to in the winter months. Cattle are
almoft univerfally ferved with their provender in the field;
and many a dairy farmer, with twenty cows, fcarcely makes,
in the whole winter, a quantity of dung fufficient to manure
one acre of Jand. Corn being generally ftacked, the barns
are {mall, and principally thatched with wheat-ftraw un-
broken by the flail, which gives to the roof a very neat ap-
pearance, and renders the building perfectly fecure from rain.
[t has been of late too much the praltice for parifh-officers
to proftrate cottages, and to leffen as much as pofiible the
number of inhabitants in their refpettive parifhes; this ab-
furd and narrow-minded {yftem has received vigour and
extenfion from the prevailing cuftom of making the tenant
pay the poors levy. It is, however, a pratice which cannot
be too ftrongly reprobated; and the ill effects of it have been
fo mafterly depited by Mr. Kent and other authors, that I
fhall not fatigue the reader with a repetition of their argu-
ments. On all the new inclofures (which for the moft part
are fituated at a diftance from the inhabited villages) the
erection of cottages appears indifpenfible, as without them,
the wafte of time in going forward and backward to and
from work amounts to nearly a quarter part of the day.

It might alfo be added, that many of the cottages now in

ufe are on too finall a fcale.  Few of them have more than

Onoc

|

| ——— . ——
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room above ftairs. ‘This is not only uncomfortable,

nt with that decency and modefty, with the

nportance of which children cannot be too early or too

 thillings

ion of garden-

oround.*

* It is but of little permanent utility to the cottagers to give them
garden-ground, unlefs you fupply them annually with a certain por-
B
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CHAPTER IV.

SEcT. 1.—8ize of Farms. Charafler of Farmer
7Y YHE Farms in this diftri& are not large, feldom exceed

ing 200l. per year, and accompanied with a fmall
tion of arable. Some of the dairy farms are {o fmall, as not

to exceed 60l. or 70l. per vear; and many inftances can b
/ Pt ) ] J

produced of fuch little farmers breeding up a large

el e e e
amuy in a

very refpe&table way. In fuch inftances, it is gene

that the wife undertakes the whole management of the cows,

and the hufband goes to daily labour. There are few trades

in which a fmall capital can be employed to greater advan-
tage than this. As to the general character of farmers,
truth compels tc (and I mention it wi ret) that there

1s a great want of jultice, candour, and lbEraity, in t

3
condud towards their landlords, and in their general {yftem
of management. If not clofely watched, they will impo-

a(hh their affqat r i S Fivmnr ¢ 1 e TaE o
verifh their eftates by felling the little firaw they grow to

g nulJ‘-'-_ngt towns; and thourn dung o1 the Delt KMmda ITay

§ F . y el PR | ¥ o . a S
‘ht, both in Briftol and Bath, for 3s. or 4s. a w

gon load, they icarcely ever take any back 11 rarms.

['hey are alfo much bigotted to old cuftoms; and I hope
[ am not uncharitably fevere, if 1 add, that they are too
juftly chareeable with a difregard of truth. This is the
foree r of all vice. and to the prevailine cufl
[arérunner or a Y1CC, alldd tO tNE prevauing Cuit

, 42

ltes at fairs, mav be attributed the loofe morality S

- 3 AT e | | . T

his moft gflential part of human refponfiblity.

It muil be acknowledred that there are many exceptions
to t] neral obfervatios




SECT. 2.

Rehit is univerfally paid in monev: and it is dencrally el
KENT 1S unverially pald i money; and It 1s gencraily cul
- T ] Mirkaslma ST - ydavy  and
tomary to receive the Michaelmas rent at ].;.ILIJ-(I..‘.-, and
the lL.ady-day s rént at Michaelmas. No perionai lervice
vy 1
3 LAdLCLTUL.

I muft beg leave to wave a difcuffion of this difficult
though important fubje. Suffice it to fay, that if they
are a grievance, (which I believe few will difpute) it is a
grievance eftablithed by the laws of the land, and no violent

or harfh methods of relief can be juftified. In refpet to

their influence on the agriculture of #his diffric?, 1 fee but

little to complain of: both the cler

the lay-impro-
priator have been fo moderate in their demands, and in ce-

neral have :'1;._‘-'L'L'(! to fo reafonable a L'(}inpoﬁliu:}, that the

progrefs of improvement has received but little check on
this account.

There is one method by which I think tithes might be
fairly and honourably got rid of, and that is by purchafe.
The unappropriated tithe-holder could have no juft reafon
for complaint if he were paid a fair value for his property;
and the clergy might at this time, from a fund eltablithed
under the direction and controul of the legiflature, and gua-
ranteed by government, enjoy fuch an increafe of annual
income as would be a fufficient compenfation for any fup-
pofed advance in the different articles of human fupport,
convenience, or comfort,

SECT. 4.—Puoor-Rates.

In refpect to the county of Somerfet, the poor’s levy is a
more alarming grievance than tithes.

D2 Many
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. 1.° P B i PREpE e R o
/ Many parifhes, which within twenty years pait paid n

| > - T s - 1
annum to the poor, now pay 2col. and

+1
r

h ] . R [T
prevention be adopted, the evil i1s not

['his increale of the pc 5 rate has been

seneral, and may be attributed partly to an un

lation, and partly to a growing diffolutenefs in the manners
of the poor, which ever accompanies national improvement.
| A&ive exertions in this way cannot fail to produce a fcar-

e Tt hic. as naturallv follows. an advanc

city of labour; and to this, as .J-l\L]l.ul) OlIOWS, dn advance
of wages; but the misfortune is, that fuch an advance is

: =1 - L e . f

not accompanied with a growing difpofition n the work-

%

man to maintain, in a more comfortable way, his wie and

family, or to lay by azainft a time of need. Noj; if he can

€arn -_*L__ ht or nine thillings 'mj‘}__-f_-.- days of the week, the re-

S e n Aarre: - : e | 2 i e e it S
maining fws days are devoted to plealure, or luxury, and the

wife and children are in a worfe fituation than when more

moderate wages compelled him to coniftant work.

I have known many inftances, where the wapes of a

)
Mo | [ ARy e : e e F 1 1
lier and his family, not excegding five perfons, have been

C(

twenty-five {hillings per week, and their improvidence has

seen fuch, that one week’s illpels has brought them to the

Sy Sl ol g |
Irilh 1o aliitance.

[
~

an alfo look back to the time, when a comm
4

ke minds of the lower claf

Ry e o
11 0T Teller,

am forry to fay, is totally loft, and the boon
iftered bv t N e arrii] i
Hicred Dy tne pariih OIicer, Wit caution aild

1d

ELNCTANCE :_-11-_! récelved DY e [H_! r, Witn ..':':l.l'r.n'r-j_.-,,.a'

.

aitude. From what I have faid, let it not be inferred,
1 wiln to {:-_‘k‘-_'-_n_'w tii¢ poar, or to debar them of that

, which their ufefulnefs in fociety intitles them to
Ve o fight can b: more plealing to me, than to fee

an
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an induftrious cottager, returning from labour

with a chearful countenance, and viewing his wife and chil-

licht; and I would contribute

to their happinefs as much as in me lies, by humbly recom-

1 . w pll | fog

mending to our legmilators

lwall}fi!hcd fome wyears

- / 2 R B
on tie ill gary L.adils,. FR'

uggefted, I verily
think the fituation of the induftrious poor might be melio-

i
Tat 1
= L

., and the idle and olute be made to contribute to-

wards their fupport.® thofe who are converfant with

the ftate of the lower clafs of fociety, muft know that the

period of life in which a workman moft fuffers, is when he

has five or fix {mall children. ‘Then it is that the fupport
Pl

of the whole family depends on the

3 1 o i
er's iiil]{llii‘. and nis

utmoit exertions 1s {carcely 1cient to procure them bread;
N B | s i r s - = ;
ihould ficknefs befall him, he muft contract debts; and

1 1A T tadlsr b - ~ '} e hea : BT e s
ihould this repeatcadly h ippen, berore e has extricated him-

felf, his fpirits are broken, and the love of freedom and in-

pendence no longer exifts. A degree of torpor and inac-
tivity fucceeds, from which he fcarcely ever emerzes. To
the man in this fituation, I would, if pofiible, adminiter

relief; -and the beflt methed I can

§ Q 4
i b ] A P8
1 e e
{ icht be IMAGC
* The pradtice « e poor feems to reguire correétion.
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A progreffive, and too liberal increafe of wages for daily
1 5 7 [l TN 1 P 1o e R e e Lol |
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of the poor; whereas, the

of the before-mentioned tra&t

with the happielt conic-

I
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be extricated from their prefent dependance on the fcanty

bounty of a parifh-officer; and entitled to claim a fupport
from a fund to which they have contributed, and to part of
which they will have a legal and incontrovertible right.

The following are the leading features of Mr. PEw’s
plan for the maintenance of the poor, as contained in
Twenty Minutes Aduice, before referred to, by which it is
{uppofed that two millions per annum may be faved to the
janded intereft, and the poor better maintained than they
Nnow arc.

Claufe 1/1. That a proper officer be appointed for fuch an
extent of diftri¢t as he may be fuppoled conveniently to {u-
perintend, to take a lift of the names and places of abode of
all males above the age of eighteen, and of all females above
the age of feventeen years, in the fame manner as the lift is
out for the milltia.

| | e 1

at every fuch male pay two-pence per week, and

female three-farthings or one penny per week,

to the hands of the above officer, for the purpofes here-
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3d. The above officer fhall be empowered to furnith em-
ployment for all fuch as are willing to work, and who can-
not find it for themfelves.

Whether this officer thould be chofen annually, in rota-
tion, after the manner of an overfeer, or whether he thould
be a permament officer, upon an adequate falary, will be a
matter of future confideration; but if the latter, he fhould
be paid by the community, and not out of the fund.

ath. All the poor being thus fure of employment, the
mafter or miftrefs for whom they work fhould be juftified in
retaining thefe fums refpedtively out of their wages; and
whether they do fo or not, they fhould (in default of the
individual) be anfwerable to the officer for its payment: all
mafters and miftrefles of families thould in like manner be

fervants ; and all keepers of lodging-

LLlLIlalicas

fums {hould be carried weekly to the general

he divifion, who fhould give fufficient fecurity

for the fame.

1
t

6th., Out of this fund, every male, who is really incapable

of labour, fhould (by virtue of a certificate from the above

officer) have a right to demand from the treafurer five {hil-
lings per week for the firft fix months, fhould his illnefs
laft fo long; and four thillings per week after that period,
until he again become capable of labour.

Every female fhould have 4 right ta demand two fhillings
and fix-pence per week for the firft fix months, and after-
wards two fhillings per week until {he was again able to
work; fhe fhould alfo be entitled to four weeks full pay at
every lying-in.

Every male above the age of fixty-five years, whether
sable of labour or not, {hould be entitled to four fhillings
life. Every female thould, after the fame

age,

ner week durin

o
o
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age, be entitled to receive two fhillings per week during life

Forly i ~ o EED . x e I - =
7th. Any perfon having three children under nine years

L

ot age, fhould be entitled to one fhilling and fix-pence per

S e b 08 0y S Pt G i o i
week, until the eldeft fhould have att

ed the age of nine
years; and if he has more than three under that age, he
(hould be entitled to one fhilling and fix-pence per week for
nach ahave tha mitmhber: and '1-' AT HE AN A e i T
€ach above that numoer; and Ir any one or more ol his

Ax=ss T H e P Y (e TS Pocs A L
fhould happen to be idiotick, infane, or otherwife fo

1.1

e : : :
bled, either in body or mind, as to be utterly incapa-

h of them fhould {till be con

lidered as under

ble of labour, e:

the age of nine years, and paid for accordingly.

- 1 1 for » 1 o
It a mother thould be left a widow, with three children
T 1 1" . v 'R o ' e lan=1 i N 1 - | . ‘ - .
UNder nine years ot age, inc {hould be entitled to receive five

o LR SR
and It with

1illine and fixtpnencen e !
LT dlC ',I_.---L:-._,._\ PCr WECHK 5 IT WITI MoOre

I WEEK TOr €ach

at age, one fhil

above that number: 1t being admitted that all her time is

1- = ; g e RS T T P e 1
taken up by three, and allowance made for it, but that the

is capable of looking after and taking care of a greater num-

tia, and in the

wives of men lerving in the

vt {h 13 &

= 5 e e i L 1 1
Oor navy, 1nouid, duringe tne a thewr huibands

b}

et S e -
be confidered ar

-.- ..-..I 1 JI Pt 14 w 1 - .’ e ¥ 4 - T
It a child fhould be left an orphan, under nine vears of

oe, two {hillings per week fhall be allowed from the fund

for 1ts maintenance; if more than one of the fame family,
ne fhilline . and {ix-pence per week : 3 :
one 1nung . and nx-pence PEr WECK TOr c¢ach above that

number. As there is prol
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1# » AF an
iténance ofr an

pence per week more is allowed for the ma

e > B 1 fag Bl P O o S
orphan, or a t.lml.'i}' of f'ﬂ'll!‘,'.l[l'-., than for a child, or family

of children, who flill retain their mother. If; however, any

beines ii: Ji_.':u] be 10 HcomMmmonmy ¥ riunaie 45 Not to be L}J..‘
. : N - - 1
adaspted, th icer above-mentioned fhould be obliced to

= 1 Lirhh he will alsziasie | W1
provi receptacle for them, which he will always be able

AYTE AT ion e
‘\'r'-.'ll.l\i'--i"l.lu\]-

to do for the fum or fums

A , LS T e O - I nF aoa 6 o .
;'\H clhudaren .lh{”\L Nine }'—.-”'\ or age, 1L in i.;.L]t.\;.’

1aveé no parcnts, or thelr parents arc nof

provide for them, be put out after the manner of

Prentccs.

LHH

A1l perfons neglec

L ,]}' Hould 1.3'., COLINITI

e PR & Ao PR SN | e
o1 correction, for the ipace ol —.
Tl - 1 [ HL e A i G i el B
1oth. If the fund fhould at any time fall fhort of the
1 | fy .
sceflary demands upon it, the defic (hould be made
1 1 the lame manner as at pre-
fent, igation on the part of the
) who fhc all
2 eyl
" T L CivVie ELICLL HEE Of o GENIE i

— Ly
'.'-'.'IJl‘.iD].\' WOlll

[f the fund (as mol

yeyond the neceilary demands upe

n no account be diverted to any other
1 - r ot Ty 12 " . | o
the be of the fubleribers. But when th
C t which brines it eafily wi the reach of 't

- 1 i / £ d RSy i
ude, (fuppofe 6s. or 6s. 6d. the Vi

- 1 ' ~hil i e i
every fon who had three child or more, under nine
T O [l I ok e e s m B s e gt (i a {11 ac

YVE 5 A0¢, ﬂ]ul..;i have a right to aemana ]'._'Lh 4 1am as,

4 R T Lt e B RSl g ERR pe e
tion to the numober of nis 1amiy, would reauce thne

rious neceflary articles of life (taking wheat as a |

i M St Gaxtr.
to a moderate price; and, indeed, I think, in all cafes when

rice rain.exceeds that proportion at which the 7z-

rd to come to market, found pol.
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as well as commion by .','.""Jf--'-')H IL"—E ires that all ]..lEl'__". f‘-‘“,”“-_,

1 1 1 S gy [ B Sri, A 2l = [ - al e fran o

ihould be intitied to receive fuch a fum as above fpecified,

il h T/ & neceliary o ro :.!.' it a rati Fay he 4 fiof .
| QHAGL o2l FL EELELN ) o LORCEes E YAl _," / J. {
i ¥
} e

‘:' .
| ; ) I o] AR iy Sl 5
1 5 In this Oy I€ales 1or three
AT e ’ 3 rar e harvia 1t tha SR | —
aivla, WILlL quli-rents and NCITIONS, but the greaieit part is
| i 1O 1] { yCdal'sy VI1Z. l':‘ultll_'_ll.‘ t'-_'\r'LlI) alidd thre
1l oy | I 1 : M1l YEal ) Year.
iemen, from the beflt of motives, have been
; e Tl S o T e e, U e s
ong m the habit of letting their eftates at the old rents,
thouch the orice of the articlee Af raditrs o e il Se "
| L LIC PTICE Of the articies of produce nas, in the courle
£ . - 1 o e 1t 1an{d
Of 1 L 3 !l!- iNCca one I~-LL\.4! al lealt.
- 1 3 o} £ 1 | o Ty ik - Fnd | ey b
D ldchn dCts of Kindnels may be con idered as juit
=y s 3 (—— 1 ~ ] 1k~ L 3 | . |
< ML s 14y, OF conducive to the publick weal, T much
t. rom the experience which I have had in the aori-

| RE=n i Th fifly e 1S T e I MCC e [ (s | s ~m |
rid, I have mvanably found lands 10 OCcupied 1n
4 4
A el vereveed Fatas +lamm &1 e )| DT s T e
4 much worle ltate than thofe of neighbouring farmers mo-
Srdwgly aavanced.

1ble partition of the advantages refultine from
4n Increaie of trade and population cannot by any reafon

JUE LCRANL be objecied | IWYItEM produces care

-5y 1 1 ey 1 15 - B % X
dild exertion, and the other in

1 i
4nd 11oth.

L hie following are fome of the common :

CLAUSES IN LEASES.

Not to convert into tillage any pafture or meadow

T Pt

land without leave: nor to have more than one

the

ge at one time; and of that half, one third at i
. 3

Senia

A

vy or what is commonly called a fallow-
Crop, viz. turnips, &c.

! t
: 1S

snd & i ey, " o Yin
0 Ictd and mow the orals al ernately.

o

¢ or burn any land without leave.

b

NOL tO ¢
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Not to plant potatoes for falz without leave.

r e

sthly. '1

and to leave all the dung and ftraw to the fucceeding tenant,

o fpend all the hay and ftraw on the premifes,

without any acknowledgment.
b1,

tenant withoat leave.

iy, Not to let any parcel of the land to any under-
thly, To keep the mefluage, dwelling-houfe, barns,
ftables, &c. in good repair, on being allowed rough timber
and the labour of the thatcher.
8thly. 'T'o pay all taxes and afieflments, land-tax excepted.
qthly. Not to cut down or lop timber trees, or lop pol-

Is, without leave.

1othly. To permit the lord, or his afligns, to fearch for
mines, and to hunt or thoot on the premifes.

11thly. If pafture land be converted into tillage, the fame
fhall, the firft or fecond vear, be manured with not lefs th

1> 1L

one hundred bufhels of lime per acre; and after fuch ma-

~urine to have two crops of corn only, and with the fecond
il = -
crop to be fown down in a hufbandry-like manner with ar-

tificial o rafles.

At the conclufion of the leafe to leave a fufficient

quantity of tillage to the fucceec tenant, well fallowed, in

a hufband-like manner, by proper ploughing, for which the
in-coming tenant fhall pay a proper acknowledgment

Ls
4

53l e o . - :
I 3101y, To E;C:‘i'i ail the rences, gates, ftiles, &ec. In g;“,gd

repair, and to leave them fo at the end of the term.

14thly. To profecute, if called upon by the landlord, all
perfons trefpafling on the eftate, by hunting, fhooting, fith-
fation beineg made to him by the landlord

for all expences incurred by fuch profecution; to which are

ing, &c. compen

added other common covenants.
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[he expences and profits of a corn farm, or

ire {o \'le..:.‘.]._fl:.r.'} that it w Id] i f

NMCULt to
|| 1 =1 1 *
(e produce amaotndn LD £
i 1-1}- 1 of taxes
w, for the expence e, GI taxe

realed, that the
; 1 - -
e auemented in proporcon.
A - — - | ] . . ler 12 ks
One remark, however, may be made, namely, that it is
» 5 1 {} i - ¥
univerially admitted by all ftewards, that dairy farmers pay
L =, S ? iy -
tnan &6 AT ICT 5.




, a6 AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

CHAPTER V.

{ IMPLEMENTS.

“J "HE waggons in general ufe are fmall, compadt, and we
made: narrow-wheeled weighing from 15 cwe.
! 20 ewt.; the fix-inch wheels from 25 cwt. to 30 cwt.;
]

the latter drawn with fix horfes, in pairs.

Some years ago waggons of this defcription were ma

or 0 cwt. heavier than they are now. The reduion of

r to thofe who are common ca

dlTICTS,

£ ]

. year gained by each team conftantly em; 1 on the road;

i E " 1 satariale A i . S - 14 (3

ind it made with goed materials, a licht waeeon will laft as
e . | % v 2

10Nng . as a neavy one.
I'rice of a narrow-wheelec unds

e - 1 1 e

oix-inch wheel thirty-fix Nmor

of wood. The carts L:-.i]'.';'.'i;TL‘s' ufed for the purpofes f huf:

.

bandry run on broad wheel

1 bl
— j LR S T al AT s
Oor thirty 'E.--'J-Jl.'...'..‘:\ ‘i I o
1 |'- - & vy ] --.\ : -_u Lol aa ol = ‘. ¥ qF ¥ 3 ..‘ - -
but for road ufe, licht carts, drawn bv one horfe, are comino
into fathion, e molt advantageous. Pric
5
about four guineas,
1 - | Foelivee n H e | o
['he ploughs commonly ufed are firong finele one ; lome
1 - 1 1
1 €Cl, 1mes i TO0L Oniy
i o 1 y |5 et A y=
| the lld-Doard ocealions too much
Ko loncsad ey (L . 1
0 déemed a cood Implement; put
i its Bvonur. netwithandine ]
11 JIS 13V ul, 11 'L.'-l..;.'n..;l.'JJn,_L Ci=
oy f '_ MR | r tha (i lx
41 LARCI1 1O INEW Lhe LU} LIICT
' :
%
ploughs,
) _ ;
| G| - G40 1T ) § e T 1I11ES 1 U Ey L NOol
e = ™1
.‘.. - ¥ kil & ..:.H\. p | ¥S are
no

not lefs than fifty pounds per
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) e fincular in their conftruction, the
irmers, linked three together, and drawn by three h
arly abreaft, each horfe drawing a fingle harrow.* If a
particular tool be deferving of notice, it 1s the ,which 1
<} ey LR .-...1] cor Fh thmt ]
much narrower and longer than thole uled in oth unties
Its length is feldom lefs than eighteen inches, and it adth
about fix inches, the back part being gently curved to pre
rent adhelfior he i‘."l'l
vent adhelion to the 10il.
* The method of harrowing y n Scuth Deve
cannot be too ftrongly recommended.
This operation they perform with two 1 two h
abreaft, alad being mounted on the near D
te trots by ich one turn of the h il as
thre i
P
- e ——m—= — — —— - —
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;11” IE fences are quick-hedges, with trees at unequal dif-
A 1 3 .
tances. And where ftones ar a

are eafily got, and lie in

flat bed, ftone

thout cement, are built, two feet

wide at tl

1

W oI theie walls

LiiGi

- woiy B e
ures on A.:..'-ml_\

| 3 £ o 1 -8 . ¥ -
miles. A great portion of this land having been inclofed,
eI ot [P e e A 1 L 0o
dwviaeda, and LLI.L]\_\L'\(.) Il the courle or the |-'.r_ IOty vears

and nearly an equal portion {till remaini

o In 1ts open un
te, 1 cannot forward the views of the refpect

| ke i & A -
this report will be |

] S IR T
) 1) an by a
i 3 b Liidil 1 ‘ |
1 s Giymnade = thnla
L€ orlg laccels or thole un-
dertakings.
And firlt, let us ) v of the objec-

tions which have been ft

rted to this I'IH‘L'EL"' (o) Lmprove-

ment, and f{ee if we can

not i"ru"f\f them o be for the
- lul ¥ . 1 1
p.llf-;.'.n ICT Tiic o LTIVOIOUS.

1/, Invafion of the richts and interelt of the cottagers.

A
240y, A
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2dly. A fuppofed injury done to the breeding fyftem.

3dly. 'T'he expences attending the a& of parliament with
thofe of commiffioners, and other fubordinate agents em-
ployed in its execution.

4thly. The expence of buildings, fuch as farm-houfes,
barns, {tables, ftalls, and pools, for the purpofe of creating
diftin& farms, fuperadded to the expences of cultivation and
fencing, altogether conflituting an expenditure which the
improved value will not reimburfe.

5thly. Injury done to the woollen-manufaGture, by lef-
fening the number of fheep, and deteriorating the quality
of the wool.

6thly. A fuppofed diminution of the rent of the old farms,
to which fuch commons were appertenant.

The foremoft of thefe objections carries with it the ap-
pearance of a humane attention to the comfort of the poor;
but a brief inveftigation will leffen its influence, if not totally
refute it.

There are but two modes of inclofing commons. Firft,
By unanimous confent of the parties claiming rights, who
delezate power to commiflioners, chofen by themfelves, to
afcertain their validity, and divide accordingly, under cove-
nants and agreements properly drawn and executed for the
purpofe. Or fecondly, by act of parliament obtained by
the petition of a certain proportion of the commoners,
both in number and value, whereby a minority, fanctioned
only by ignorance, prejudice, or felfithnefs, is precluded
from defeating the ends of private advantage and publick
utility.

In point of ceconomy, the firlt of thefe methods is the
moit eligible, as it faves the expence of an at of parliament,
with equal fecurity to the proprietors., But it is feldom
practifed, unlefs in commons on ;rﬁm..-“.-’ [eale, from the dif-

- (P




ficulty of procuring the «

without which it cannot be accomplifhed.
In either of thefe methods, it is manifeft that the ri

of the cottager cannot be invaded; fince, with relpect to

1 o] 3 e ] Famd nracri{alh ary # ] ]
legal or equitable conitruction, he iftands precilcly on
fame ground with his more opulent neighbours; and as to

] 1 1 = S e | e
his intereft, I can truly declare that, in all cafes which have

fallen within my obfervation, in

condition, bv exciting a |

and fupinenefs and inactivity
cour and exertion. No f{tronger proof can be given of

than the reduttion of the poor’s-rate, in

parifhes, wherein fuch inclofing has taken |
Upland comi e e e ared in the fum
pland commons are principally depaftured in the fu
mer with fheep; and if a cottager were able to {tock ey

is total indbility to turnil

largely, the w:
them with food between the fifth of April and the twelfth
of May, (before which time thele commens ought not to be
§

1 |

ocked ) would be fuch a drawback as cffeftually to exclude

every idea of profit.

. i
On the mwors, cottagers within a moderate diftance from
the common generally turned out a cow or two, perhaps a
. - 1T 5 R 5 # v
few geele, and 1 believe the latter were the only profitable i
e - 1 . . & III
ftock. Not onein ten rented land to raife winter fub
i (
fitence. In fummer, the moor commons were fie 1y !
mundated. I'he cattle muft be remo y 1d femporai
: §
3 . . _ = \ i1 A e e e
pafturace hired on extravagant terms. On the other hand,
# If in every bill of inclofure it wi pulated, that a certain num- \
r ol cottages fhould be built, to w ni allotmer fhould T 4
annexed for the benefit of poor perfons, it would give a falutary
S— [
i Icdl v 1 1« c VY. i
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1xnsald Tanit; i oy B " £y
ihould the feafon be favourable, the redundancy of ftock

rom an unlimited right of feeding, by reducing the produce

of the cottager’s cow fo much below what it ought to be,

deprives nim of eVEry real advantage.

A BT P e o "
[ roprictors or occuplers of large e

L 1 -l e
€s, 1n the vicinity of

a common, by turning out great quantities of ftock by day,

alFime lhar home to feed by sial+ VL 1
L taking them home to teed by night, have derived the

only benefit which an overfed common could afford.

[he cattle of the cottager, as well as of the diffant com-
this competition, muft unavoidably fuffer.
T'he latter may be recruited by occafional removal to better

pafturage; the former, having none, muft hire, or leave them

on the common either in a ftunted or ftarved condition.

I'hefe are falts of general notoriety, on which it will not
| 5 L L 1o . f 23§ o =y | T i 1 o
DC € [0 deduce | £an oy anniy ] any mateérial benefl

) t
Ot e e A sl i B T tha s o~
to the cottager i{rom ftocking; but when the expence of

winter {upport is added, the queftion is decided, and the
ge is converted into a pofitive lefi. For

prefumed «

ten or twelve fhillings per annum, a common right might

be rented.  Nothing gives with greater accuracy the value

of a thing, than fair and unreftrained competition; if fo,

hon t) nrivileae o6f GFaclinag et e
wiien the priviege of {tocking a common for a vear

1 2 g " r - B II. - r oM --.. --u ¥ '
be obtained for ten or twelve fhillings, by a farmer in pof-

lellion of means to accommodate flocking to every variety
f frafns hat can h v s tn a9 cottacer denrives ]
of fealon, what can the value be to a cottacer deprived of

LNEIC I{ lL.-’J Orf ten o1 I-\'.!.-‘. E'!.ll.‘l‘_.'\-.. the annual nett

1 - R . ST G o S e T e —— .
vaiue of commeon righits zzcis/ed has been from three pounds

to twenty }‘-.J...!r.'.*. pel annuin, wilcn, as an ungueitionable
1 1 le or helitarinm -"}‘r' G I Es ac

5 ¥ ..|| i AL AACRILALIL Ly balle 01 e Riédd s B

mMnoartane £ the inclnfine Gilan S

117 l‘-.- fance otf the mclohi S A ;}Ch]. WVIOIT

o cottagers have richts appendant to the cot-
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and quality, as to farms of the greateft extent. Here, the
cottage claimant, by relinquithing a privilege, injurious ra-
ther than lucrative, is placed in a better fituation than the

proprietor of an extenfive farm, who furrenders every ad-

vantage of ftocking which capital, fituation, and convenence,
give him, for an equality of allotment with the former, who
has no facrifice to make, but ignorance and prejudice, and
who derives from his allotment a clear undiminifhed profit.

Befides, moral effects of an injurious tendency accrue to
the cottager, from a reliance on the imaginary benefits of
flocking a common. The poffeflion of a cow or two, with
a hog, and a few geefe, naturally exalts the peafant, in his
own conception, above his brethren in the fame rank of
fociety. It infpires fome degree of confidence in a property,
inadequate to his fupport. In fauntering after his cattle,

he acquires a habit of indolence. Quarter, half, and occea
fionally whole days are imperceptibly loft. Day-labour be-
eomes difgufting; the averfion incre afes by indulgence;

at lenoth the fale of a half-fed calf, or hog, furnifhes the

The fale of the

means of adding intemperance to idlenefs

~ - 1 ' 1 - . ]
cow frequently fucceeds, and its wretched and dilappointed

offeflor, unwilling to refume the daily and regular courle
3 o | 4 :
of labour, from whence he drew his former fubfiftence, b

various modes of artifice and impofition, exacts from the

poor’s-rate that relief to which he is in no degree intitled.

T'his defcription is by no means exa gerated. The parifh
of Wedmore, which abounded with cottage commons, and
one of the largeft and moft opulent in this county, will il-
luftrate its truth and juftice. Within twenty years there
have been inclofed upwards of three thoufand acres of rich
moor land, heretofore, when in commons, rendered unpro-
dudtive by inundations and their confequences, fix or feven

months in the year, and when pafcible for the remaining

NOILS5,
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snonths, of little value from being overftocked; which land
is now fet, with liberal allowance of profit to the occupier,
from thirty to fixty thillings per acre. Thefe inclofures are
made by ditches, u];i-\h} by annual cleanfing and {preading
the contents over the furface, afford an excellent manure,
with a new and extenfive fource of labour of the moit pro-
dudtive kind, whereby the poor’s-rate has been reduced, or
at leaft has not exceeded its former amdunt before any in-
clofure had taken place.*
The [fecond objection to inclofin

fo the breeding [yfient.
o o v

is the ﬁ.fjg'@f;.f injury done

Few obfervations will fuffice on this head. Commons
are in general overftocked. Young cattle abridged of their
food become ftunted in their grumh, umi injured in fhape
and form, To reftore them in thefe refpects, by better
keeping, is fometimes impracticable—always expenfive, It
is more than problematical with many intelligent farmers in

neichbourhood, whether, from the circumf{tances before-

r
4]
=

mentioned, the breeding fyftem on an average of feafons

and vears has yielded any pl‘urlt. But this 1s undcn.}ab]y

rtain, that the fame land, when inclofed and improved,
will maintain at lealt three times the ftock éreeding, or any
other, than it did in a ftate of nature. Suppofe every acre
of wafte land in Great- L itain by inclofure were improved
threefold, what would be the :uul-;qu_ncc? A declenfion of
the breeding fyftem? The very contrary; an extention of

ithout breeding,

-

it very probably in the fame proportion. V!

can you oraze or make cheefe and butter? Are not thefe

* It may be here noted as a fadt, t’.;-.: i" moft of thofe }?:.:'..‘}.u:-'.

ad taken place, the poor’s levy

oubled, trebled, nay quadru .-'...’, in the cousle of the lait

where no inclofure of the walle

different
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y: ~ - N -
Cl]fr'?."E']"]t modcs of f}CCU}“—'lll.H:l moit intimately connected

with, and dependent on each other? Is not the fame land
convertible to all and every of thefe purpofes, fubject to the
controul and regulation of the market for each? Can youno
ftock be kept too well? Should the breeding of cattle g—

ceed the demand, and from a reduftion of pri

pay the rent of land, will the farmer repine, bec
15 1_Ll'_.-;‘|_'_;‘.'-_!.:-:.; of othe £ 1s of anr cation no lefs bene-

ficial? Surely not. Could he hefitate what to do, when its

e e AR P T e
nign lae or culture would direct hum either to dairy, ol
% = P O [P o {1a " - LA
graZing, 45 atlenaarn APCUITHGANCES OUZNE TEGUITE ! .'.'f'ni
< e
thould the
agrazinge 1
i { 1
O 1L |l_" cO L) { el
i Ir nat » 1 3
1 ]
inadequ '

1 1y , fe, 1S 41 : Wy o
i | i ] -
WEIrChareed with :"-ft 1CEC.

- - " 1 1 b |

i }JL. 1an real n 1p 8 10 ['N!_“, i 1IN 1 -
wroved fhate: by fubffituting corn inflead of daimr o orarino
proved liate, by iublututine corn initead of dairy o1 1Z1Ng.
Wenrm tha + e . - T ol - 1 X
trom the Ioregomng premifes, I think it may be inferred,
that fince commons of every delcriptic lofed and
cultivated, are capable of | rti Ort

ftock than they did in a fiate of nature, no {erious apnre-

henfions fhould prevail with refpect to the diminution o

injury of the | d hat
fome local d € 100
fling and limi to imped
the progrefls t national
importance, larly

apply to the
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have to obferve, with heartfelt fatisfaltion, its happy effects
on the bealth and comfort of the inhabitants of the adja-

cent villages. Agues, znd low fevers, from the humidity of

the air, impregnated with exhalations from the ftagnant
contents of the marfhes, prevailed very generally during the
vernal and autumnal feafons; and thefe for the moft part

were obftinate and more frequently fubdued by the drought

9

and heat of fummer, and froft of winter, than by the moft
judicious medical treatment. Inclofing and draining have
rendered thefe difeafes as fcarce in the /b, as in the uplands,

o tne ]\'-"J.'L.'.fl[j-’_.‘.l whercor ¢

dvance of wages (from four to

fix-pence per day) with conftant employ arnifing from the
fame caufe, have not a little contributed, by enabling the
poor to live better, which is generally accompanied with a

orowing tafte for comfort and cleanlinels.

R | al ¥ ot oyl thoma 5 S by
L7 "1 Ty 1o Ihe eXDENCES AlieNaing
' 4 sl 1. r 3 y T
I mmman 1174 10 (I 1l olther
i 14 ] Riy wiig ’3’ E':J.l' Cam L GLRE
[ubsrdinate a rents employed in 15 execulion.

I do not mean to contend, that rigid ceconomy, and ex-

pert management, have been prominent features in this line

of publick bul

(s, I am ready to acknowledge, that in

Ia

fome inftances it has been juftly chargeable with profufion,
mismanagement, and unneceffary delay. In feveral inftances
within my own cognizance, the moft enormous expence
has been wantonly incurred in obtaining the act, nay, double

the moft liberal eftimate of a fair and equi-

In thefe cafes the excefs arofe from the attendance of
fupernumeraries in London, under the pretence of fecuring

ind expediting the bill, without rendering the leaft fervice

in that or any other way. Charges of this fort are not

-

[ubject to the controul or regulation of the commiflioners,

fince they originate previous to their appointment; and

ihould
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fhould they refufe payment, a law-fuit of hazardous iffue

might enfue, which, if unfuccefsful, would expofe them to

reproach from the proprietors. The blame therefore muft

atrach to the latter, for not exercifing more vigilance at the
outfet of the bufinefs. After pafling the bill, delay in the
execution, {o as to withhold the paofleflion of allotments from
the proprictors for a year or two more than neceflary, has
been imputable, and with fome colour of juftice, to the

vence and inattention of commiflioners. It muft be

acknowledged fuch conduct is truly reprehenfible; fince,
under many inclofures, efpecially of low lands, of prime
quality, the lofs of even a year’s occupation, if the inclofure
be of confiderable extent, might be deemed nearly equiva-
lent to a moiety of the expence. In this neighbourhood,
for fome years paft, this defect has been in a great meafure
remedied ; for unlefs their proceedings have been interrupted
oy iffues at law, or the inclofure has been of great extent,
the commiflioners have given the proprietors pofieflion of
their allotments within a year from paffing the aét. This
difpatch requires a confiderable fhare of judgment and ex-
ertion on the part of the commiffioners, as well as fufficient
leifure and aétivity on the part of the furveyor. Another
error in management relates to the expence of meetings,
which heretofore was very improperly augmented by the
attendance of fome of the principal commoners for purpofes
of feftivity, without being of the leaft ufe; rather retarding
than forwarding the bufinefs. This practice was general ;
but for fome years paft has been for the moft part abolithed,
by a very judicious regulation of allowing the commiflioners
and their agents a certain fum per C:’J}-" as a Compcrlf;ttiut:
for attendance and expences.

The publick will be enabled to judge in what degree the

expence of inclofing ought to affect its determinations under

th

1@
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the prefent courfe of management, by adducing the follow-

ing fpecimens of a moor or low land, and a Mendip or

upland inclofure:

Tow T Ty
1,O0W 1.AND,

A& of Parliament, &c. &ic.

Roads —_—

Subdivifion, Rhynes, or I3itches, 8 feet-

wide at top, 4 feet at bottom, and § (

feet deep. Price of digging fm:n(

1s. 2d. to 2s. per rope (20 feet)

Gates, Bridees
¥
=

Commiflioners (3)

P

1ETE —_—
Surveyor —

Award and other Law expences

Intereft of Money borrowed

(=%

Q

o ©

O O 0 O © O
O © 0O 0O O O

O
o

UrrLanp INCLOSURE,

~ =1 . . AU e
A&t of Parliament, &c. &c.

Roads

Fences, part wall, part quick-fets

~
Gates, &c.

Commiflioners (3)

Clerk —_—
Surveyor R
Intereit of Money J—

i
:_.‘;.
350
850

8o
hife)
35
1951

— 200

GODOOOOO"
=

o O 0oL 0O O O O

O
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. 1 " 1 ~ y * - - -
I'hat the prefent mode of condudling the bufinefs is fuf-

ceptible of further improvement, no one converfant with the

fubject can deny. Yet to accomplifh this, m

are to o L".i‘.'-..?.‘l'.,i.L h-_.d i‘!r._.i.:_-..h one or the moic rorm .u..a‘]u
g . - 1 Ty . ™ - R T oS

is. that of its having | nore or lefs, as a /il
1 tha I ;

Iy of pati I 101, the recior, and a
fen tlie prin ;‘):s: commoners, mono lize and difinbute
- oF Tae p I Ners, 1 nNopollze ana ditinout

ne .1].-=IJUH-,.-'1]L‘I‘H'.‘.5, 1t 1s well known, that bills of this fort

have found their way through parliament without the inter-

vention oif 4 country iolcitor. in cales where no 'J‘:J'I'.'J.l'.il'][!.
1 } e 1 1

4 [ | i the parliamern 10 i il 4 IUrve ."..

1 s{wvorererr] T ¥ T rry > I  # arlp

Navg HWETEd VETY | pPOLE. 1 12 Was ITnaac

L

Lon's ! AP | i bivita

o1 1101 . L 1 1WArca i il 3 l ient exciudae
| 1 -

rL e 1€ | I' I 1 ';7 i | .T',.. {JL Hne
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acts, cominiuoners Nave peen appoi I3 1IN general there

are ] v DUt fzve would De Lumcl s WILI] ]J-'\.-'.. [0 nomi=-

nate a third under the crcumitance of dilicrence oI opinion,

which feldom hap) ind in {imall inclofures, perhaps one

commiffioner would anfwer every purpole. If a country

olicitor be emploved, he thould aét as clerk to the commit-
[ J 3

5, and fave the expence of a fupernumerary in that ca

1] e +1 Y ¥ 114 1 ' s ith i1
pacity. Hereby another faving would be made, withour any
mjury to the concern. ['he office of {furveyor is by no means

inconfiderable in the aggrepate of expence. This migh

difpofed of, under a fair competit

to the loweft given fum

ing the wh {

s 2
le of the bufinels

(after the alt is

3
heained) by advertifi R Ry L (L SR -SSR L o LSRR BE
obtained y advertibng for propoials to luch effect; taking

» competent to the under-

would fave one-

In the choice of commiffioners, it 15 of the utmoft confe-

fo

quence to appoint one, at leaft, in the neighbourhood of the

inclofure,
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1 Hure, 1larized with all the varieties of the loll
<tae e R - el wikls 1re loaenal v S Tefoie '
| the influence of icalons, and with Its local poCullarties

whereby its pra-:'-_-.-.: value, and capacity for fature improve

¥ ment would be afcertained with precilion, and the important

ity the 1and eveciited W
ing the land executed wi

office of qu h fafety and confi

inould be a perion

dence. The next in the fcale of wtility
! converfant with 2]l the forms and routine of the bufinefs;
well inftruted from experience in accounts, and in the prices
and different modes of fencing, making roads, bridges,
eates, &c. of general and comprehenfive knowledge of agri-
culture, both practical and fpeculative, and of genius to {ug-
oeft fuch modern improvements as are beft adapted to the
fituation and foil. ‘T'wo perfons, thus qualified, are fully
competent to execute the office with credit to themfelve
and jullice to the proprietors. But fhould the concern ¢

fufier by the abfence of either, through ficknefs, private

bufinefs, or any other caufe, a claufe in the a&t might be

inferted, impowering them, or the proprietors, to choofe a

third for the purpofe of avoiding delay. Commi
whofe refidence is at a great diftance, thould (on account
of the extra charges of time and travelling expences) only

¥

be reforted to as an alternative, from the impoflibility

setting others })Lu‘l)ur:\' tllz;ﬂu":-_.l near home.
T he office of commiflioner is, without doubt, the firft i
confequence and authority, under an inclofing at, but with

nent the very lowelt. Even the clerk’s bill

. of charges, not as a {olicitor acting in that capacity, but as
e

] any other indifferent perfon did in times paft, exceed twice,

and lometimes three times the amount of the iees ol the for-

) Llislr Rawva  Ihaos e s
! mer. The publick have been not al

conceptions of this fubject. Thereal fact is, that the who

of the reiponubiity attages to the oifice of commitlioner,
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neighbourhood of Wells, an inclofure was farmed by an

attorney of extenfive practice, and well known relpectabil

it would have amounted to

fum confiderably lefs thar

in the ufual way. The commufiioners were appointed by
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its executions; and fuch juftices, I thould conceive, perfe&

competent to determine o € propriety or impropriety of

['hus a total extinction of parliament iy expence would

neouracre inclofine on the fmalleid rals an with -
encourage incloiing on the imallelt {cale, and, with advantages
not to be deipiied, woulid accommodate the moft extenfive.

1 his mealure, however confonmant to the principles of

individual benefit, and national policy, would ne

IL O adveriarics ro encounter.
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Juch as farm-neufey, barn, fi 7, poolsy e, for ih

ngd ayfinct jarm, Se, S,

o

he low land, or moor inclofures, being. principally ap-
propriated to grazing, dairy, or feeding young and poor
ftock, are not within the limits of this objection. It is

in
Lil

refore confined to the upland or M endip inclofures.
T'he nature of Mendip foil, its firft manure, the mode of

cropping, the neceflity of {pending thereon the whole of its

h e of ] r Braw. Zees wiill b 2 ] £
produce, of hay, ftraw, &c. will be feverally noticed hereafter,

and confequently will not be attended to in this place.

By a reference to thefe particulars, the neceffity and ad-

vantage of buildings muft be obvious, as not only contri
buting to the foil its utmoft latitude of improvement, but
A1 . vt 1 +] e A L M

d;lu} ‘H]H_Jl ol dincd, e means or k‘!:l,_':_n,'.\._-,,]\.ll‘l, L‘_:.?\','!.
-2

B = o5
Without a barn, fialline and pool,

\ \
neiner one nor the o

But it may b

every allotment? By no means. I do not think they are

-~ e 7 22 1 2714 1 1 [ Bl o b | B 3 ’ e | | .
admifiible, with the addition of a farm-houfe, en a fmaller
{cale of land than 100 acres. The expence to nmMao-




date this quantity with a farm-houfe, barn, ftable, ftalling,

et |l Bare - - avrrond thrap T (ORES
arton, pool, and pig-ftye, fhould not exceed three hundred
. & — -
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rionail vaiue coml-

The next {i

* : i e s > il j RSl e
',"|"_i_f'lg,-_'_l,';| to the land by bu 1S, aNouid this DE an-

1.1 # 1 . i
fwerable to the expence incurred, the whole of

e objection

muft fall to the ground, notwithftan

{ibility.

J

ol W |

[et us fuppofe an hundred acres of Mendip land inclofed,

and divided into four pieces of prime quality, but deflitute
;

of buildings; grant a leale of it to a farmer of property and

judgment for twenty-one years, (a fhorter term would be

injurious to the landlord) and I may venture to lay, that
more than twenty fhillings per acre could not be got for 1t,
accompanied with the ufual covenants and reltrictions to

[

inft wilful impoverithment. With equal confi-

o = 1 =y | Py 4 ey Lol R !
dence, I may affert, the fame land, with fuitable buildings,

- - 5 iy . AR e o
would let to the fame farmer, for a like term, at twenty-five
et | P g e ety USSR pdy g b G i 1 \ e
1thillings per acre, with 2 IDAIVIGON « tne four pieces nto
ix. The increafe of rent in the latter cafe will be twenty-
nve pounds 1‘“_[ annuin. ALIOW an mtercit of 1Evell 4l
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half per cent. on the capital of three hundred pounds ex-

| nded on the !L-J'L‘l.'.:‘.}“l:‘_;_'\, which amounts to twenty-twc
pounds ten fhillings, and there will remain two pounds ten

{hillines as interelt on the money laid out to make fences

lities of foil, by givi Eia ind indepen L
o J
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exiltenc 1 farm; and witl 1 Ol proper COVENants,
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as will be evident by even a very general ftatement of the
comparative effects of a twenty-one year’s occupation, with
and without buildings. To begin with the latter; here ime
muft be chiefly, if not altogether depended on, as a manure.
This, even with fucceflive cropping with corn, will main-
tain its ground tolerably well during the firlt feven years.
Its fecond application is attended wn‘h confiderable diminu-
tion of its efficacy. I'rom this period, the degeneracy of
the foil is no lefs rapid than aftonifhing: it becomes light;
coltsfoot and couch-grafs abound; clover and ray-grafles
fail. Intervals of reft of three, or even four years, feldom
recruit its vigour fufficiently to produce even a moderate
crop of oats, which, if followed by a fecond of the fame
orain, would fcarcely return the feed. Feed during the two
laft years of reft, not worth more than nine fhillings per
acre. INo turnips for want of dung; no fold, becaufe the
land is too much impoverithed to maintain it; firaw carried
off, and clover hay only partially confumed on the premifes
by reafon of the expoled 1'.!u:111n:1. In this unproductive
ftate, the land muit remain during the laft nine years of the
term, reduced to the valuc ;'r' ten or twelve fhillings per
acre, and with little profpect of melioration.

Painful and ing as 1'.|1.~z an;.l-:l'.':.'\if;:t muft be to

every :\".: ous farmer, it is neverthelels ftri¢tly conformable

Ji
to fact; and many inftances might be adduced to eftablith
its veracity in every point. Such has been, and moft pro-
bably ever will be, the fituation of i".lcude inclofures,

withou ings, and more judi urfe of crops. Hith

e have to cc::a:_'.v.;?‘.t-.-.: effects directly oppofite,

i

under a fimilar term of twenty-one }'u:u'::. Lime, in the

i SR iR
proportion of twenty quarters per acre, ill fuftain the land,
with little abatement of its fertility, for the firlt {ix or feven

T

3 . X 4 2 3 SR ¥
years, During this period, farm-yard manure w il be plen-
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tifully fupplied, and may be devoted to turnips, cabbage,
and potatoes, on a confiderable fcale, as it will not be wanted
either for corn or clover for feveril fucceeding years; it may
be appropriated to turnips and clover, aflifted by the fold,
which a feed of clover and ray-grafs of the fecond year will
fufficiently maintain.  Should thefe refources be thought
inadequate to fupport the whole of the land, from the ninth
or tenth year, piece after piece in fucceflion might be broken
up, and limed afrefh, with an effe& very little, if at all, in-
ferior to that of its firlt application; as dung and the fold
are found excellent preparatives for the repetition of this
manure, By the alternate ufe of lime, dung, and the fold,
together with the following rotation of crops:
1{t year, Oats on the Lay
2d — Winter and Spring Vetches folded off, and Turnips
3d — Oats and Artificial Grafs Seeds
4th — Artificial Grafs Seeds mowed
5th — Ditto fed
6th — Ditto ditto:
which the improved hufbandry of the laft twenty years has
fuggelted, and which is gradually extending to the mutual
intereft and fatisfattion of landlord and tenant, it muft be
evident, that the land under a term of fourteen or twenty-
one years cannot fuftain the leaft injury, but muft be in a
ftate of melioration and improvement. By the preceding
obfervations, I truft the propriety and advantage of build-
ings, erected on a fcale of Mendip inclofure of one hundred
acres and upwards, are fully eftablithed to the conviction of
every unbiaffed mind. Under this fiatement, what plan of
management fhould be adopted for fmaller inclofures? Se-
parate occupation at a diftance from the farm-yard, by the
expence of carting, {o as to preclude the return of produce
in dung, muft neceffarily impoverith. Muft inclofures of
this defcription then be abandoned to the fate of a wretched

F and
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experience, and profecuted with vigour, will foon convince
thofe of the neighbourhood that Mendip farms, thus appro-
priated, of almoft any extent, may be occupied with as
much fafety and advantage as can be realonably expecled or
defired.

Having ftated 300l. as the fum requifite for buildings to
iccommodate one hundred acres of land, I would obferve,
L. would accommodate two hundred acres; 5o0l.

wundred acres; and 6ocl. five hundred acres; fo that

this expence decreafes by an inverfe ratio as the farm is aug-
mented: and in like manner that of fencing, as a large
farm requires lefs fubdivifion than a fmall one. Both thefe
circumftances further tend to juftify the prediletion for
large farms.

I fhall conclude this head, by adducing an inftance to
exemplify the neceffity and importance of raifing Mendip
inclofures to feparate and diftinét farms.

About twenty years fince, near fix hundred acres of
Mendip land were inclofed, the property of a gentleman of

large landed eftate in the neighbourhood, For fituation

=3

| H ¥ AL o = = e | S e
and quality, it could not be furpaffed by any land of this fort.
The contiguity to markets with good roads was another

& £

the quantity was equal to a re {pettable farm;
1 doed | ient to nrovide the neceflary
VWads 1ared 1 cnt o provide tneé neceia ¥
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meafure. A gentleman farmer from Norfolk, of confider-
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ICK WILD The 101, ltuation,

)1E 1-i'l"i,"l';'."L‘.'_1 was 10 much ftri

1 re that if
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and other circumitances, as to declare, that if proper build-

mpgs were ereéted, he would give fifteen thillines an acre for

b}

a term of twenty-one years; this was refuled, nor have any
o
i

1.2 ) 1 i o i L & -
lllllikui-‘.:h_i-\ 1}\_\_:‘1 erected fince. }'.t ]3.:5[1. was i€t 1o L:.'L: [3:[)-

rictor’s tenants of the adjacent farms in different praon "=
ol I

tions, at not more than twelve fhillines per acre for the firlt

F 2 nine
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nine or ten years, but fince, for not more than ten fhillings.
Great expectations were formed on the improvement of #A
old farms, by the produce of the new inclofure being en-
tirely confumed thereon. Thefe, however, are not realized,
for the ftraw was for the moft part {old to the adjacent towns,
and during the firft feven years of tillage, it was no unufual
practice to crop with oats three or four years fucceffivelys
yet fuch was the fertility of foil, and its aptitude for this
fpecies of grain, that the produce in favourable fealons, with
a fingle ploughing, has been occafionally fix quarters per
acre. The confequences of this wretched hufbandry, with
regard to the foil, are too apparent to particularize, and too
abfurd and ruinous to need any further comment. I fhall
only fubjoin, had a diftinét farm been made in this cafe,
feven per cent. would have been paid for the buildings, ex-

t

clufively of an increafe of rent of wpwards of one hundred
pounds per annum, and the land under a proper leafe, inftead
of its prefent reduced rent of ten fhillings or twelve fhillings
per acre, would have attained a permanent value of a guinea
per acre.

The fifth objetion involves two diftinét relations:

1it. Deterioration of the quality of waol.

2dly. Diminution of its produce by leflening the number
of fheep.

With refpe to the firft, by way of preliminary, it may
be neceflary to enquire, to what degree has this deterioration
of quality manifefted itfelf by a reduction of price on wool
from fheep of the fame /pecies, fed on improved and culti-
vated lands, or on commmon and wafle lands? Was this point,
fo eflential to the prefent difcuflion, ever afcertained by fair
and accurate experiment? If not, the objection is wholly
hypothetical. If it have, the refult ought not only to be
known but eftablithed as data to argue from. Nothing of

this
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this kind, however, has fallen within my obfervation. I muft
therefore proceed affumptively, and grant, for the fake of
inveftigation, a deterioration of quality as far as fix-pence
in the pound by depafturing fheep, which afford the fineft
Englith wool on cultivated land, inftead of walte or Larren.
If the conceffion as to price be fufficiently liberal, let us en-
quire how far the publick or individuals are obnoxious to
injury therefrom. The clothier may mix fomewhat lefs of
this fort of wool with Spanifh, the better to difguife the al-
teration in quality; or if ufed by itfelf, fome difference in
the texture or feel of the cloth might be the confequence.
But if the alteration be univerfal, in neither point of view
could any particular clothicr, nor the tiade collectively, be
affe@ed by it; anditis at lealt probable, the publick at
large would not be endued with fufficient knowledge of the
manufaéture to deteét it, or if they did, would regard it as
too frivolous to merit notice. Allow for a moment the
fineft Englith wool to be worth two fhillings per pound,
from fheep fed on commons or walte land, and one fhilling
and fix-pence if fed on cultivated land. In the former cafe
the manufacturer of cloth would be a gainer, by having four
pounds of wool for the fame money as three pounds, and he
could not complain of a proportional reduction of price; a
benefit might therefore, but no poflible injury could accrue,
to this party in the bufinefs. Let us now advert to the
farmer, who not only reprefents himfelf, but the nation at
large, as being deeply interefted in the increafed produce of
land, not only in #his, but in every poflible variety of its ap-
plication. Enquire of the farmer, and he will tell you, that
on an acre of cultivated land, by the aid of turnips and
orafles, he can keep four fheep inftead of one on wafte or
Jand in common, and this too with an undoubted augmen-
tation both of fleece and carcale, He has, therefore, four

fleeces
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fleeces and four carcafes inftead of one. with a n

provement in the value of each. Muft he th

mere phantom of a grievance whi

nation E'J:- the mai 1U1

“turer, relinquith advantages of dec

and unfpeakable importance both to himfelf and the public
Surely not.

‘T'he foregoing remarks
breed of fheep; but this fort i
favour of the improved breed

0} :

and other larger forts, as b ctive in wool,

(quality and quantity confidered)

requiring a lefs given time to

from thefe confiderations, that in courfe of time the former

—

oreed fhould becomie extinét,  What then? Should a real
degeneracy of the quality of wool, magnified by the fears
ot the manufalturer, be permitted to militate apainft the

=154 1 e 11TV .ry & - | P g 1z b
{olid benefit enumerated as above? The quality of cloth as

& =1 1| S
1O IINEIEIS 18 ¢«

LS

Diftin&ion would vanifh, pride

= [ i niald Al 4 . 1
and vanity would ceafe to murmur, if the wool deftined to

1 et R L o e foc M 3
the manuiacture ot cloth were of the fame ']'33"]"".1 how-
ever coarle. '1'he more opulent claoffes of foc might {till

be gratified with cloth made entirely of Spanifh wool; the

2 : J el 1

i 1 2 mixture of Spanifth and Englith; and the Lwes
1

with that whol

~ B e S | 1 1
O LIZIIN Wool, DUt ;1;1

this being uniform in its operation and effe&. and bei

3 1 o e 1 * - 5
Iy Calciliated o aavance natwonal prof JCTIL
1 i

S T : P Comt g £

» INAIVIAUGL advantage, could create no ly IMploms of mor-
Beatian or difer il I 65y s tamnlate Bty
rncauon or digult,  i.et us contempiate the lubject under

the {till more intereftine ¢

Can the little

_ - .
HTINEr and the artincer, the laboy

inufacturer and the

) L o s e B SRt R, Fe S
hl:?ax,:u!'u.‘.‘.-, 1;. fed with the Heece! auppoie this R'.:.d'.l!}]r.:

I e TR 1 - e o TN e] rmall T
1l1i~.l~..‘\ Of anmmal 1ood were confined to the {mall l‘-!L'L'(].,

. 1 | P e e e R 3
wouia there not pe a d

wution of its quantity fo confider-

able
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able as might probably advance the price of mutton from
] ¢ -

four-pence to fix-pence per pound? Let it be remembered

ece, th

too, that in proportion to the increafed value of the fle e
. st

farmer will be enabled to reduce the price of the carcafe;
fepa-

for his profit is derived from the whale animal, not as
rated into parts. ‘Therefore the more value the fleece, the
cheaper he can afford to fell the carcafe.

"The next article under this objetion, is the diminution
of the produce of wool by leffening the number of fheep.

This takes for granted what flill remains to be proved,
namely, that the inclofing of commens, fed principally by
fheep, has a tendency to leffen the breed. 1 fhall confider
this objection as applicable to theep in general; and not to
any particular defcription or fpecies. Here I have not only
my doubts as to the truth of the 1)0!1130[1, but I am inclined
to think that the number of theep will be increafed thereby,
and this too in a very confiderable degree. For, perhaps,
four years after inclofing, an exception may be pleaded,
fince this portion of time muft be allowed to a courfe of
tillage neceffarily previous to the cultivation of fheep feed.
This circumftance, as being altogether temporary, fhould
not in the lealt operate as a deduction from the validity of
the opinion. From this pericd, when turnips and artificial
orafles are brought forward, I would date my calculation.

Recurring to a former obfervation, that Mendip or up-
land inclofures were moft profitably applied as corn and
{heep farms, I will fuppofe one of this fort to confift of four
hundred acres. In its cultivated ftate, one hundred acres
may be allowed to fuftain as many theep as the whale did
when in common, and a lefs proportion of land than this
will fcarcely be allowed for fheep feed. If this be admitted,
let me afk what becomes of the futile apprehenfions of /¢/~
pas ey

jening 1ize

v (=]

number of fheep,  Let the manufacturer no longer

repine,
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repine, nor the #imid fenator be the vitim of groundlefs
diftruft: the former will have the fame quantity of wool
provided from a fourth portion of land as was before de-
voted to the purpofe, and the latter will have the confolation
to reflect that the other three-fourths are raifed, from a flate
totally unproductive, to a capacity of fupplying its owner
with corn, and pafturage for cattle.

I have fome reafon to believe, that unfavourable impref-
fions have been made on the minds of both houfes of par-
liament againt a general inclofing {yftem; and thefe may
have arifen from the magical influence of an expreffion long
fanttified by the publick mind, namely, that of the woollen

manufacture being the faple trade of the nation, to which

even the land, in all its diverfity of produce, muft ever be

fubordinate ur every kind of parliamentary regulation.
A little confideration would ferve to deteét the fallacy of
this opinion.

But to recur. In this farm of four hundred acres, fup-
pf:."c one hundred and f'.l'[k[}' thould be appropriated to fheep.
On the fame ground of reafoning, this would increafe the
number by the addition of a moiety. Perhaps this propor-
tion of fheep-food is much nearer to the ftandard of prac-
tice than the former; if {o, in any ratio, the manufa‘turer,
inftead of being abridged of his fupply of wool by inclofing,
will have conliderably more, and probably too at a reduced
1]1':I'._-'..'.

Such are the fa&s relative to Wool : the conclufions are
fimple and obvious. The fufpicious manufalturer, actuated
by a fpirit of monopoly which the legiflature has ever been
too much difpofed to countenance, may reflt fatisfied that
he can receive no injury, but may great benefit from the

e =1 1vver {xrdd
mncioling iyltem.

:{"1
e
4 L
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The fixth objection fuppofes a diminution of the rental
value of eftates, to which commons are appertenant.

In theory, this may appear in fome degree fpecious, be-
caufe an increafed produce, without an increafed confump-
tion, would more or lefs countenance fuch an inference.

But admitting the premifes, it induces the 11u-:'.-.‘i';r5-' of in-
vefligating the relative operation of the caufe prefumed.
Let us fuppofe a farm with common appertenances to be
worth one hundred pounds per year, and that by a depri-

vation of the common its value be reduced five pounds per

year. If the common inclsfed be worth ten pounds per
year, the objection mult give way.

This ftatement, however, beftows a degree of importance
on the objection which it fearce deferves; for in fact, the
inclofing both of the low and up-lands has been uniformly
accompanied with an increafed produce from /loth; and it is
no lefs true, that fcarce an inftance can be produced of the
yatement in rent on the o/d ¢ffates, in confequence of
the tenants being deprived of their commons by inclofing.

I thall now proceed to a minute delineation of the general
practice of farmers occupying land in this foreft; and en
deavour to (hew how far the general end of improvement
has been kept in view, how far it has been deviated from,
and in what refpect the general [yftem is fufceptible of
amendment.

It appears, by the foregoing ftatement, that the expences

lament, connuiflioners 1ees, J':J'.'.t!ﬁj di‘.'idit}:_’(

of the act of par
and allotting, fencing, drawing and enrolling the award, and

all other incidental expences, ouzhr not to exceed two pounds

ten fhillings per acre; to this mulft be added twenty fhillings
per acre for raifing the quick-fet hedges to maturity; and
to avoid objections, I will fay fifty {hillings per acre for ne-

ceifary buildings, pools, &c.
" | ot J

Let
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Let us now endeavour to flate the  cus bono® of fuch

{peculation,

. In its open uncultivated ftate, the value of this wafte

j could not be eftimated at more than three fhillings per acre;
indeed it is a matter of doubt, all circumftances confidered,
if it were worth aay thing to the poffeflors. In its inclofed
ftate, and previous to its cultivation, it might be let for

. eight fhillings per acre; and when cultivated and manured

: with lime, its valuc will be advanced to fifteen, twenty, and

i in fome inftances to thirty fhillings per acre.

{ Let us ftate the account both ways.

' Dr. Lo Sopils Cr.

- To firft value 3s. | Loty
| B e o - 2 " |

per acre, ;}TIL[ 25 3 15 o ||

VEArs ]l"l..‘]'\;'li:’.jl,' |

To inclofing, di- By value at 8s.

“:: i
;._'.
m
(1
L
et
]
W
i
&
®]
o

ri.‘iz‘.;, without 3 10 0 :
buildings | purchafe
Yrofit 2 15 ol

L0 oo ||

1

is inftance the profit is not defpicable,

el ]
kg
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OR, SECONDLY,
Dr. i Cr.

To above coft Il Le & 4
e e | | -
}nLhoul build- » 7 5 0 .I
ings |
To buildings, &c. 2 10 0 ||
Sundry plowings, fl
l}:li'}‘mﬁ-‘u]g;s,a:;:l t % s g I
liming, 20 qrs.} |
per acre (l
= Il
1
‘ 14 00 | By value at 15s.
From which muft per acre,25 years »18 15 0
be dedulted the purchafe

value of the firft |
crop, L‘l_'\'L']lJij"-f{:' of >3 12 0O ||
feed, intereft of r
money, and all !
other charges !

10 8 o |
Profit 8 7 o l
L£-18 152 ‘! L.18 1870

There are few ways in which money or induftry can be

employed to greater advantage than this, or in which the
publick good can be more promoted; and yet I have fre-
quently heard men, in other refpects of {ound underftand-
ing, ridicule fuch fpeculations as altogether vifionary, and
abfurd.

Were it even admitted, that the adventurers in thefe
fchemes are for the moft part fufferers, yet it cannot be de-
nied that the community is benefited, inafmuch as the land
1s made to produce ten times as much as it did in its primi-
tive flate; and the amount of labour is nothing but an ad-
dition to the capital ftock of the nation,

Notwith-
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Notwithftanding thefe improvements, on the foreft of

which we are now treating,

have been carried on with un-

zbating ardour and a&ivity, vet it will appear by the follow-
B 4 J '}

ing {tatement, that much is left to be done:

INCLOSED.
Parifbes
Leigh
Afhwick — 250
Cranmoor, &.. — 400

“harterhoule —— 1000

T J

layden — 400
TTk! o
Ubly — 50
Bleadon — 1000
Doulton and Stoke 800
Shepton — 800

-'Iil \_“] ury e ?5"‘]

W gn-I.’L."l':T?‘\, — Qo0

~ N T

wompton-iviartin — 700
L

Blagdon ~—— 8oo0

er and Crofcomb 8oo

Chilcot and Horrington 8oo

UNINCLOSED,

Chewton 2000

Ealt-I larptry — 1100

Priddy and Stoke — 1200

Cheddar 2500
Axbridge — 20

Compton-Bithop — 500
Winfcomb & Shipham 8co
Rowboro’& Churchill 1000
j-'h.':'i:\!'_‘L'\Jll — 1000
Charter-Houle — 350
Banwell, Lock{tone,

Curfion, Locking, ‘)

.
%
'

and Hutton

Wells ——— 2800
M alels] W -
o 1 = I ]'._'] J
® 1his account was taken in 1594, fince have been ol
tained for the inclofing of Eaft-I larptry, Cheddar, Banw “hewtlon,
ad Winfeomb. Al the others are likely to follow, I. B.
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and of a2 eood confiffence;

nial. could not fail of |.‘:_‘.||:__"

unprodudtive of corn on fir/? cultivation
. Sy S | .
Nature, however, has wifely provided a manure within

P s o 5 2 [ st o e R TR e " -
itfelf ; for under the furface, at the depth of a foot, is gene-

rally found a {trone clay, which, being {pread after the rate

L 1Lk

of thirty or forty cart-loads per acre, gives fuch a tenacity to
the foil as enables it to produce corn or any crop in great
abundance.

And here let me advile a general inveftigation of the fub-
(irata of all foils about to be improved; for I verily believe,
that in moft inftances a manure may there be found near at
band, and congenial thereunto. Do we not frequently find

clay under fand, and fand under clay; under flint

LR

3

2 15 ary {1 '} 1 -~y - 1
under white-lias or ftone-brafh, marl; under red earth,
/ 7 mide - arvre (e e o r o s o thal
lime-; Tore; under }\.C.‘!T-Lu‘.';h, fea mud or clay? Are not thele

= =N SRRET o i e - N 1 AR i1
circumitances fufficient indication to the wary hufbandman,

\
s

to examine minutely the interior q

juality of his land pre-

2 1
¥Yi0us {0 appl
L |

ing extraneous and expenfive manures:?

An incontrovert

] 1 . MU gy \
exhibited about twenty-iours cal

mmons on Mendip inclofed

1 1 el ey [
banks round a hi ‘._1 of twelve a
black i v earth, a gres hes, conl
red tenacious earth tirongly ve r to clay, was thr

to make room for what was

thought better mould for the plants to

grow in. The field was ploughed and fown on one earth with oats,
pre vious to which the malm, as it is called, by the fide of the ditches
was fpread and levelled. The confequence was, that on the black

re was a very thin crop not equal to the leed fown, whillk

v e ditches, where the malm was fpread, there was a fine luxu~
iant growth. R.P
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The climate of thefe hills is cold, moift, and voifterous,
during the winter feafon, and fi ;-i-1-._‘:1‘-."~,-' immerfed in fogs;
but in fummer, the air is clear, falubr and invigorating.
And it frequently happens that pul;m'::s, i"r-_-u_ch beans, and
other fpring crops, are deftroyed in the wale by froft in April
or May, when thofe on the 4/ are in no degree injured.

"The favourite corn crop is cats, which are produced in
great abundance, and of good quality. The wheat and
barley are inferior, being thick in the fkin, and of a dark

olour; }'.-,\'.'c‘;c-r, the defedt in qualit

y is amply made up by

t‘m quantity; for it is no unufual thing, after the land is ma-

nured with "..l,x,t » oet from twer 1ty to thirty bufhels ( (Win-

chefter) of wheat, and forty or ffty b

LIl Lll!. i'ii. qlLJ iJ_;_

rom forty to fixt

fitty 1
acre. As to oats, the 1.m;1._ crop 1s
bufhels.

Sl R e
But the moft eligible mode of condu

of this defcription, is to grow com

and fhat little in the highelt perfeltion. To have

breadth of turnips, cabbages, potatoes, vetches,
graffes, and onfequent ly to maintain a great {tock. ‘0
provide all neceflary buildings for fhelter in the winte T, and
for the purpofes of making mountains of {3-..:.-33 wl'.:m the
large produce of ftraw u'lil enable the occupier to do. If

1]1»;“ be !‘ij‘[, let the choice be of ‘.'\Liiiui;:'ﬁ, I:.L IJI"L'L.’RMJ'I’S;

flock on fuch expofed fit 1azardous) and let them

be folded every night in the year.

By thefe means, lands of this defcription may be carried
on in a progreflive flate of improvement; and if the pre-
fent price of the different articles of produce be not greatly

n..!ur.m, neither rlm proprictor nor the tenant will have any

iy
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FENCES, BUILDINGS, &e.

Let us now proceed to a defcription of the fences, build-
ings, refervoirs or pools, limekilns, roads, and all other the
needful appendages to fuch undertakings.

There are various modes of fenc

vocates, but the two principal are wa//s and guickfet bedges

WALL FENCE,
I J

In moft inftances, the outfide bounds are a wall fence, five

feet fix inches high, two feet and a half wulc at bottom, and

fifteen inches at the top, which is covered with a turf of

fix inches put on in the form of an arch, making together
an height of fix feet. This wall is partly dry and partly
cemented with mortar, or what is cr}:n;n()n]\' called a /i/1-
wall, In fome inftances, where a flat bed of ftone can be
procured, it is made without cement, and if well built fuch a
wall is very durable. When the ground is level, the foun-
dation of the wall is laid on the turf, and this is to be pre-
ferred, as it will not be fo apt to fink as when a trench is
dug. The expence of a lift-wall may be thus calculated

per rope of twenty feet running length:

5. d.
To quarring or digging eight loads of ftone,
(25 cwt. each) at 3d. 0 2 ©
To halling the fame, fuppofing the diftance half
a e O
To building per rope, (twenty feet) at 3s. 6d. o 3 ¢
To feven buthels of lime, at 3d. —_ 0 I g
To covering with turt (if done verywell) — o o 3

i
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DRY WALL:

B

To quarring as before — e N
‘To hallng ditto S — e AN
T'o building, at 2s. e ) TN
To turfing — e 03
ST

=

When ftones can be got within a wheeling diftance, or
about fixty or feventy yards, the coft will be reduced about
two fhillings per rope, and if the wall be wholly made with
cement, it will be enhanced about two fhillings and fix-pence
per rope.

In making of dry ftone walls, two mafons fhould work
oppofite each other, fo that the furface of their work may
be always level. Stones alfo thould be occafionally felected
of a fufficient length to reach the whole breadth of the wall;
this precaution will bind the work together, and render it

durable.
QUICKSET HEDGES.

Thefe hedges, if rightly managed and attended to whilft
young, are in themielves great advantage and profit ; they
afford good fhelter for the cattle, and they furnifh fuel and
writh or dead fence for the neceflary purpoles of the oc-
cupier,

The firft thing to be done, is to mark out the courfe of

the ditch. The dimenfions of the bank on which the quick-

fets are planted is generally fix feet at the bottom, three and
a half
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a half feet at the top, and two feet high.* On each fide is
a ditch three feet wide and two feet deep; the fides being
made floping, and the bottom not wider than fix inches;
this is to prevent the cattle from walking in the ditch and
cropping the young fthoots. In making the ditch, the men
fhould be particularly careful not to throw any bad earth
from the bottom of the ditches into the centre of the bank.
If this be done, the growth of the quick will be greatly re-
tarded. The making this bank will coft nine-pence per
rope (twenty feet.)

Let the fets be taken from a nurfery formed on a good
foil; let them be ftraight in their growth, having been once
tranfplanted from the feed-bed, and four or five years old.
"T'he fhoots (hould alfo be fmooth on the bark, and well
rooted. "L'hefe fets are worth about one fhilling per hun-
dred.

The bank being thus prepared, and the quick ready, let
a trench be cut in the middle of the bank, and let the fets
be cut off and laid with the head inclining a little at the dif-
tance of about three inches from plant to plant. Let the
roots be then covered with a little of the beft mould, after
which fill up the whole trench with rotten dung, or compoft,
ftrewing a little more good mould on the top. The digging
the trench and planting will coft two-pence per rope.

Nothing more is neceflary than to fecure them from in-
jury. For their defence therefore, and fhelter, two dead
hedges muft be made about four inches diftant from the

# In fome inftances there is only one ditch, the earth on the other
ude being worked off to a flope; by this plan the bank is kept more

moifty and the thorn plants flourith better.

gutfide
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outfide edges of the bank.+ Thefe hedges are about two
feet and half high, and compofed of wreath or bufth wood,
with a proper number of ftakes; the expence of materials
and labour is about two fhiliings and ten-pence per rope.
Time of planting the quick either in the months of Oé&ober,
February, or March. It is the prattice of fome to plant
two rows of quick inftead of one, but I have not found this
plan fucceed well.  Some alfo recommend the planting at
a greater diftance than three inches, under an idea that thick
planting retards the growth; buc I have invariably found
that the hedges planted thic# thrive the beft.

Some advife the planting of timber trees in the hedge,
but I think it a bad prattice, as the dripping from them fre-
quently kills the thorn plants, and makes a vacancy in the
hedge.

After this, the young quick muft be carefully weeded and
hoed twice a year, and particular care muit be taken to pre-
vent their being cropped either by cattle or fheep, both of
which are very fond of the tender buds; and if by any ac-
cident they have gained accefs to them, and gnawed them,
they muft be cut down within an inch and half of the ground.
In cold expofed fituations, twe fets of dead fences are requi-
fite to bring the quick to maturity, and the coft may be thus
calculated : —

e e —

+ The expence of fecuring thorn hedges with oak railing is very
expenfive, and in fome inftances has exceeded the value of the land fo
inclofed—befides, the young quicks are not fo well fheltered as by a
wreathed hedge, and confequently do not make o rapid 2 progrels in
their growth.

Making
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e sd

Meaking the bank ———— — 0 0 ¢

Quick-fets eighty in a rope © 0 ¢

Planting and dunging — —_ 0 0 2

T'wo dead hedges S — 0 2 3
(N. B. One waggon-load of writh will coft
17s. 6d. and make about fifteen rope of

fingle hedge. )

Making two dead fences — — 0 0 §

o

Weeding plants for three years - 0 0 3

“T'wo additional dead hedges — 0 2 10

WO

N. B. The old wood will pay for fundry repairs of the
hedges injured by fportfmen, &c.

In many counties it is the cuftom to plant the quick in
the face of the bank, and where wood for fencing is fcarce,
this method generally prevails.

Having now ftated the different expence of a mortar and
fift wally a dry wall, and alfo of raifing a bank, and planting
quick, it may not be amifs to enumerate the comparative
advantages and difadvantages.

A wall is certainly the beft fence for a given number of
years. It covers lefs ground, it does lefs injury to the crops;
if part by accident fall, it is eafily repaired, cattle are kept
more fecure, fportfmen are excluded. Thefe are the prin-

* The price of hazel coppice-wood and labour being confiderably
advanced, ong fhilling per rope muft be added to this eftimate. J.B.

G 2 cipal
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cipal advantages, ‘which in a great degree compenfate for the
want of fhelter and durability, and in moft inftances where
ftone can eafily be got, and I think in all cales where land
is poor and expolfed to violent and deftructive winds, it is
the preferable fence.

On the other hand, quickfet hedges are beautiful to the
eye; and if the chimate, quality, and depth of foil, be fuch
as to throw out a vigorous fhoot, and minute attention be
paid to them in their infancy, they are lefs expenfive, and at
the end of fourteen years will yield a fufficient produce
when cut down and plathed to pay 2ll the expences incurred
by the firft making; and this cutting may be repeated every
twelve or fourteen years without injury to the ftocks. And
here let me remind the farmer, that the proper time to cut
and plafh his hedges is, when the ground is to be ploughed,
or if it be pafture, when the crop is to {tand for hay; for

cattle are very fond of the young branches, and by cropping

¥
A

[
11

them in the fummer, will greatly injure the fhoots.
But may not thefe two modes be fo combined as to reap
the advantage of both, that is, by making both a wall and a

hedge? To this there can be no objeétion but the expence

A dry ftone-wall, four feet and half high, with fix inches
turf on the top, may be built on a fimilar calculation with
the foregoing, for fix fhillings per rope; and a low bank
may be raifed under it, on which quick may be planted. The
growth, encouraged by (helter and warmth, will be rapid,
and in four or five years time the wall may be taken away,
and the ftones converted into lime, or ufed on the publick
roads, or for any other purpofe. If this fence be made at the
time when the land is converted into tillage, one dead fence
to fecure the plants on the infide will be fufficient, and that
not an expenfive one.

ﬂfﬂ
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The DISDURSEMENT will be.as follows :

Building four feet and half of wall, ftones and

halling included === ——— o 0
Turfing —— el N
Making bank and planting quick — 0 0 4
Sets e S N
(One dead fence on the infide —_— 0 1 2
Weeding —_— 0 0 2

From which deduét the value of the ftones at

three-pence per cart-load =W e Bl

This I think a more eligible mode of fencing than either
of the preceding, but ftill there is another method which 1
prefer to all others in fituations fuch as that on which we
are now treating.

T'his is making a bank three feet high, and -planting on
it full grown floc or black-tharn, fetting them very thick, and
cutting off the top to the height of three feet. The prin-
cipal objection that can be ftarted to this plant is, the run-
ning of its roots, which are {aid to obftrutt the plough; but

I can declare from long experience, that in barks fuch as I

deferibe, accompanied with ditches two feet and half deep,
no fuch inconvenience has occurred In moit countries
areat quantities of this black-thorn might be tound in cop-

pices, borders of fields, commons, &:c. and the owners will

®» The fame addition as before for advance of wages, &c.

be
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be obliged by your digging them up; one good waggon-
load of thefe plants will be fufficient for twelve rope, and
the coft may be thus eftimated:

Ly o
Making the bank O 1 O perrope.
Digoing up and planting — o 1 6 ditto
Carriage of plants © 0 9

0.3 3

N. B. The price of carriage muft vary according to the
diftance.

[t may be advifeable to mix with the black-thorn fome
hazel or withy ftocks, together with the large brier, and to
lay the loppings of the floe along the fummit of the bank,
fecuring them by fmall ftakes fo as to prevent fheep from
making a paflage through the ftocks. This fence requires
but httle repair; the floe will throw out fo many fhoots
from its root, and the briar will fo intwing its branches with
the hedee, as to make it in a few years impervious to cattle
of any kind. And though it cannot be expected to grow
to a great height, yet it will be as clofe and thick as the
farmer can with; and, together with the bank, will confti-
tute excellent fhelter and defence, and withal will be made
at the leaft poffible expence.

After inclofing and dividing, the next objes of attention
are fuitable buildings, fuch as a dwelling-houfe, barns, fta-
bles, ftallings, &c. &c. Thefe are placed as near as poflible
to the centre of the farm, and though not elegant, are for the
moft part ufeful and commodious.  They are built with
ftone, and generally thatched, the inconvenience of which is

feverely felt; for the moifture of the air, and the powerful
effects
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o effeéts of the wind, render frequent repairs neceffary.* A
i roof will require coating every eight or ten years; it is a
harbour for vermin; is more dangerous in refpect to fire,
and, every thing confidered, is more expenfive than tile, to
"ope, encourage the ufe of which, our rulers would do well, were
they to repeal the prefent tax upon that article, (or at leaft
to allow a drawback on fuch as may be ufed on farm-houfes,
barns,&e.) for I think it would not be difhcult to prove that
the injury done to the kingdom in refpect to its agriculture,
is five times greater than the produce of the tax. Exempt
from duty, the ufe of tile muft, I think, be general, by
the which means all the ftraw would be devoted to the purpofe
of fubfiftence for cattle, or manure. The expence of a
ome comfortable farm-houfe, with its neceffary appendages, is
ndto eftimated at about two hundred and fifty pounds. 'I'hat
banky of a barn, roomy enough for four threfhers, and capacious
from enough to hold twenty or thirty loads of corn, one hundred
Juires and fifty pounds. Stables, ftalling, pig-ftyes, &c. one hun-
J00(s dred and fifty pounds more, making in the whole five hun-
with dred and fifty pounds. This expenditure will be fufficient
attle for a farm of five hundred acres. The prattice lately in-
row troduced of placing the barns on a declivity cannot be too
; the much commended; a warm and commodious ftall for oxen,
nfi- covered by one roof, is thereby gained. The barn floor,
mide thus elevated, is rendered more durable, and lefs fubject to
vermin; the corn is kept more dry and fweet than on a
ention ground floor; nor can it flip through the barn-floor without
¢ e difcovery; and I know of no poflible inconvenience that
meh-, ¢an accompany this plan. Barns, fuch as thefe, are placed
or the e R e e e
- with
2, * Repair (if poffible) thatched buildings in the fummer feafon. A
hich B covering put on then, will Jaft years longer than one put on in the
J“':I?'Lil winter, J. B, o
efiecls . with
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with a fouth-eaft afpect, and the arches of the ftalling front
that way. Annexed thereto is a capacious yard, with pro-
per cribs for hay and ftraw, where the animals feed, and re-
tire at their pleafure to their comfortable lodging under
the barn.

Nothing is neceffary to complete the farm-yard but a
pond or refervoir of water; and as the {ituation i1s on a de-
fcent, fuch pond is foon filled by the common current of
rain, or it may be fupplied by fhoots from the roof of the
barn.

On one farm, fitaate in the parith of Compton-Martin,
the proprietor has made a femicircular farm-yard, and by
building a wall on the sutfide, and round pillars on the infide,
at the diftance of about fourtcen feet from each other, and
covering the fame with ftrong lugs or poles, has made an

excellent faddle for corn.  To fecure it from vermin, he

ones at a foot diftance from the

has nlaced a row of flat{

top both of the wall and p#:-..ux, infide and outfide. This
row of flones projets about eight inches, and fhuts fo
clofe together that no vermin can gain accefs to the corn.
On this ftaddle (as it is here called) he places the whole of
his wheat crop, except that portion which he intends to
threfh for feed; for the moilture of the air in winter renders

the wheat on thele hills fo damp and cold, that the fale at

that feafon is very flack, and thould in meoft inftances be
avoided. In all my farming excurfions, I never faw a more
comfortable covering for cattle, nor a better foundation for
a corn mow ; and under the fuppofition of its being threthed
in the fummer months, no peflible inconvenience can attend
it, for the ftaddle is cleared, and ready before harveit to take

another burthen.

POOLS.
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POOLS.

I'he next, and not the leaft important appendage of thefe
farms, are peols or referveirs of water'; for on hills fo ele-
vated few fprings can be expected.  Nothing more ftrongly
verifies the truth of the old adage, ¢ Neceffity is the mo-
ther of invention,” than the fkill exhibited by the mafons
of this diftrict in buildings of this nature. Scarcely ever do
thefe pools let through the water, and the coft, fuppofing it
to be of the following dimenfions, 40 feet long, 16 wide,
and 6 feet deep in the middle, may be thus ftated:

f 5. s
Digging out for foundation —_— 2 2 0
N. B. In moft inftances this will furnifh a fufhi-

cient quantity of ftone for the building.

Mafon’s labour —_ 10 10 ©
Three hundred bufhels of lime <
Ten loads of clay and carriage —— I 0 O
Eight loads of coal-afhes and carriage — 1 8 o

*18 0 ©

e e

A pool of thefe dimenfions, if properly fituated, will fup-
ply eighty or one hund red acres with a fufficiency of water
for the ftock throughout the year; and if well made, may be

kept in repair for fix-pence 2 year.

* Some cautious people go to a confid lerable diftance for lime made
from the white-lyas ftone, which is certainly a fironger cement under
water than the lime burnt on thefe hills. In this cafe, an additional

expence is incurred.

LIMEKILNS,
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LIMEKILNS.

As Lime is the grand manure of this diftri&, by which
the improvements of cultivation are in a great meafure
brought about, kilns for burning it are numerous, and ge-

erally thought well conftrulted; their form is that of a
French bottle, the height feventeen feet, the length of the
neck, in which the calcination is wholly effected, feven feet;
its diameter four feet, and the diameter of the belly in the
largeft part twelve feet. They are built on the fide of a
hill, by which means the top is on a level with the adjacent
rock, and the coft is as follows:

Digging out the concavity
("T'his will furnith ftone for the building)

Building - —— 4 4 O

Lime and afhes

—X 151 D
Building a fhelf-houfe for the kiln to depofit the

lime, and covering the fame oS 00 0
e,

#L10 o -0

A

In fuch a kiln, may be burnt four hundred and eighty
buthels of lime per week, and this will confume fifteen
quaiters, or one hundred and twenty bufhels of refufe coal,
fuch as is not commonly ufed for any houfhold purpofes.
"The coal cofts at the pit two-pence per buthel, and the dif-

* In confequence of the advance of lime, coal, and wages, lime-
kilns now coft about thirteen pounds ; and from the fame caufes, the
coft of the lime wili be advanced to fixteen-pence per quarter.

J-B. 1597.

fance
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tance being fix miles, the carriage is three-pence, the prime
coft of the lime therefore is fourteen-pence per quarter, as

the following calculation fhews:
Weckly expence, Weekly produce.

Fifteen quarters of coal, at

——

38. 4d. ——— 2 10 O] Sixty quarters,
Limeburner 4d. per quarter, | at 1s.2d.
digging ftones and burning 1 0 © 2 10 O

s e

L:3:10 0 £3 10..9

———— T —

The lime produced by one of thefe kilns will amply
manure three acres per week; and I leave my readers to
determine, whether kilns of this conftruéion are or are not
to be preferred to thofe in fhape of an inverted cone. The
largenels of the furface in the lalt-mentioned muft, I {hould
think, require coal of a better quality, and confume a greater

quantity.

ROADS.,

Laftly, let us take 2 view of the publick Roads. They
are left forty feet wide, and are ftoned twelve feet.

It is ufual to ftone thefe roads one foot thick in the mid-
dle, and nine inches at the fides, making thercby a gentle

curve.
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Firft forming — © 6 perrope of 20 feet

i = ¥ = A r as
I 1zoing eight loads of {tone (25

o

cwt. each) 2
Wheeling or halling dite — 3 o

Breaking ditto —_— o

muft vary according to the

Nete, The expence of halling

u3

diftance of the ftone.

MODE OF CULTIVATION.

The inclofure being now finiflied, buildings erefled,

pools made, and publick roads formed, let us now take a
furvey of the expence of cultivating thefe lands, under the
following heads: ploughing, manuring, cropping, and har-
vefting. In this, 1 fhall endeavour to draw information

- : <)
from reafon and experience, and thew upon what grounds

the practices are founded, fo that my readers may then take
or refufe them, accordinz to their own Judgments.
I have before itated, that the foil of M ndip hills is a fine

13 —
nid, INErmixed oocaiil

nally with lefs fertile in-

T 3 ; a7l arel th
, fuch as ftone, gravel, and the

as thele are gfteater or

worfe or better. In all cafes the huibandman may diftin-

* I mufl here reprobate the narrow policy ef which T have mylelf
been too guilty, viz. that of floning the roads only twelve feet wide.
In confequence of its narrownels, one track only is formed by wheel-
carriages, and the repaire are endiefs. On zall accounts, ¢xperience

cen feet at leaft. J. B. 1797,

diredds me to recommend fi
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guifh the general nature of the foil, by its aipect on the fur-
face, or by the produce thereof. Where the fern grows in
great luxuriance, there he is fure to find deep good land;
but weak low furze, rufhes, or white grafs, are fymptoms
of poverty.

The obje&t to which we now proceed in our difquifition
may be deemed the moit important and interefting, being
nothing lefs than the procefs by which this comparatively

barren foil is converted into fertile and proc

uctive land:
and on a nearer infpection, it will probably be allowed, that
few inftances can be adduced of attempts more fuccefsful
to individuals, or more beneficial to community. This {oil
does not pour forth its vegetable productions fpontaneouily,
but its qualities and ftrength are fuch as to produce great
returns, if properly cultivated and manured; and were an
ancient inhabitant of thefe regions to return to life, he
would be at a lofs to know the name of this apparently
Nnew country.

The months of September or October are the beft to
commence the tillage. The inftrument made ufe of, is 2
ftrong, foot plough, without wheels, calt two guineas. The
breadth of the plit about ten, and the depth four inches.
Four horfes, or fix oxen, will turn about three-fourths of an
acre in eight hours. A man is employed to go after the
plough with a fpade, to repair balks, to dig up ftones, and to
lay the plit flat: this ploughing may be valued from twelve
to twenty fhillings per acre. In this flate it remains to be
mellowed by the winter frofts till March, when black oats
are fown, after the rate of fix or feven bufhels per acre, and
harrowed in by four turns of the harrow on the fame ground.
A few farmers, previous to this fowing, have lately adopted
the plan of hbacking the furface, at the expence of five fhil-
lings per acre: by which means lefs feed will do, and the
fame
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fame is more regularly diftributed and better covered; be-
{ide, the hacking and harrowing is not more expenfive than
the troublefome dragging before-mentioned : the expence of
either of thefe operations may be eltimated at feven fhillings
per acre.

After this, it is rolled at an expence of one fhilling per
acre. Nothing more is done till harveft, and the average
produce may be fei at twenty-five bufhels per acre; the ftraw
of which will pay for harvefting and threfhing (that is, about
eight fhillings per acre.)

Soon after harveft, or indeed at any part of the winter,
the ground is crofs-ploughed with the dauble-furrow plough,
value fix fhillings peracre. Harrowed in March, value two
fhillings; and in April the liming is begun. Four horfes
and two men, with two carts holding thirty-two bufhels of
lime each, (it the kiln be not at a greater diftance than one
mile) will cover one acre and half per day, at the rate of
one hundred and fixty buthels per acre.

The lime is depofited in heaps of one bufhel, at the dif-
tance of fixteen feet and half every way. Coft per acre
(value of lime included) thirty-five (hillings.

Covering thefe heaps with earth, and afterwards fpread-
ing them, (which {hould be done as foon as the lime is dif-
folved) are worth one fhilling and fix-pence per acre.

After this the ground is well harrowed, two fhillings per
acre; then ploughed very thin or raftered, five thillings;
harrowed agzin two fhillings, and in this ftate remains for
the feed earth. It is found highly advantageous to expedite
the liming, and to finith all the work previous to the feed
earth by the middle of July; fo that all the ftock, fuch as

cows, theep, horfes, &c. may have free accefs to the fallow,

or may be frequently driven over it, for the purpofe of ma-
king it clofe and compa&®. The latter end of September,

o1
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or beginning of the month of O&ober, is the time for fow-
ing; and this is done in two ways, fome fowing under fur-
row, othcrs harrow in the feed; the latter I think preferable,
as the uncorrupted fward, furze, &c. are by harrowing
brought to the furface, and are a great defence to the infant
plant during winter; whereas, if buried, they keep the
ground hollow, and expofe the roots to injury. Which
ever way it be done, the laft ploughing, fowing, and harrow-
ing, will coft about feven fhillings per acre, to which add
two bufhels and half of feed, value fifteen fhillings, and the
whole expence has been enumerated. No weeding is ne-
ceflary, nor is there any other difburfement, fave rolling in
Aprily which fhould be performed with a very heavy roller,
ar the expence of two fhillings per acre.

et
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Let us now recapitulate the expences, and ftate the ave-

rage produce per acre.

Firfl year. Firft year,
Dr. L. s d. Cr.
Tho firft ploughing o 16 o Loliehd

To hacking and fowing oats 0 7 ©

To fix bufhels of feed — o0 15 0 DBy 25buthels

To rolling —— 0 10 oats2s.6d.3 26
Tooneyear’'srent — o 80

S('t."ﬁ?."t"" _}'r':?.f'. S:'J_"fh'rn“ _‘_.'-'."'}‘.
To crofs ploughing — 0 6 o By2sbuthels

To harrowing o 20 wheatbs. 7 100

To liming (160 bufhels

per acre) — 1150
To covering and fpreading 0 1 6
To harrowing — 0 20
To ploughing —— 0 5§50
To harrowing — 0 20 L
To laft ploughing, fowing,
and harrowing — 0 70
To two bufhels and half
of feed —_ 0 150
To rolling — O 0
To two years rent — o016 o0
7 06 ‘

Profit 3 12 O

B S —

10 12 6 I0 12 6

N.B. The ftraw in both inftances will pay for reaping,
harvefting, and threfhing,

HARVESTING
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o e 1 £ ¢ tomarhoaw el tha enl ol
I'his mode of treatment, together withh the u,-.-_}n.—_i,. ol

\
i he climate, has hitherto operated as an effectual bar to the
& fettlement of opulent and more enlightened farmers; but I
am well perfuaded, than if even one of that defcription were
i to fettle here on a farm of a proper !II."_‘, viz. five or fix
hundred acres, he would, according to the farmer’s phrafe,
.r “ find himfelf at home,” and his example would foon be
followed by many others.
1 Cabbages, turnips, potatoes, carrots, parfnips, vetches,
:"' flax, oats, clover, and all artificial grafles, may be fown In
1 the higheft abundance and perfection.

The land is never _’_-\!‘.Lt};:l with ]'.:i.l, nor le:Jja‘..i (8]

ght, and the fogs (of which fo much is faid) are pre-

. valent only in the winter fealon.®

¥

- - ~13 LS e A il -
l. but that a cold wet lummer, luch as

I
2

. + Fannnt e d 1
5 1T CANNOL DC ACn1C
y that it - is neculiarl unfavourable to |I‘ rioenine of
Jit] Lilal Chl I‘,t:f' 15 Pl irly unifavouraoic to LK ..i-_ulln_ i
3 J t

gl 1 1 -, . " P R i e
corn on lands of fuch elevation, but in fummers like the lait,
few countries could vie with it.

1 L i . 3 2 B oL wh gl A Ry For T 12,
! hough 1| am no advocate for rarms of an excelfive eX-

: tent, yet I think, that on foils, and in fituations fuch as
: Mendip hills, they fhould not be lefs than four or five hun-
dred acres. I mean fufficient to keep a flock of theep for
the purpoles of folding, which thould be unremittingly pur-
through both winter and fummer months. On the
ery and on the grafs land or in the farm-
A wether flock would be beft calcu-
lated for the purpofe; and it is a matter of doubt with many
judicious farmers, whether fheep of that kind are not equally
profitable with the breeding ftock, even in f{ituations more
% The i nvenience of 1 1 a f _:.]ll".l"L]I::.'.'lll}
mg of w o moor lal in the vicinity o Mendip
K 2 mild
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: PN T e ihew (Land on eadil Stonad st for
but in all other reipects they {tand on equa ound; for

purchafed at the age of four or five years, are im-

in'-niz!:- in value for two or three }'1'2'—.1'\_., as !h.f.;|1 or more

than oxen. And every intellicent farmer muft be fenfible
1

of the folly of keeping a horfe after he 1s lix or leven years
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CHAPTER VII
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little artended to, in the greateft part of

age 1s very defective. I'he

Ly s

rhed till near Chriftn
15 the common 1‘.1.L.i;L'-.' to have at leaft two Crops L'f

r wheat, the ground is {eldom in a proper ltate
5

S 1€6ds,

are grown ; and the land intended for fum-

Hew turnips®

¢ fallow, preparatory to wheat, is not ploughed till the

L

corn is finithed,—from thefe cauies the

' orafs, coltsfoot, &c. ~Nor can we

s with cowuc/

mmienda tne

ROTATION OF CROPS,

d. Winter-fallow and oats,
with artificial {eeds

N. B. This will do tolera-

1 y ‘\.\'LB‘].

is is a pretty good courfe.

tween the months of Novembe
fheep fix weeks, and :

a little kay be given with the root
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LYE and buvog-WHEAT l'..ulL.l\ known.
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BEANS and I"EAsE are lometimes fown broadcalt, and
!

lometimes planted; the latter is confidered as the beft method

VETCHES are not cultivated fo much as t]1-.'}' ought.
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a partnerfhip is formad between mafter and man. The for-

mer finds ground and ploughing, and the latter feed and
labour.

At harveft the crop is divided, and each party takes a
moiety.

The expence and produce of teafels may be thus eftimated

per acre.

o * -~ v, =
10tV ! s rent — —_— — 2. O O
rI.II —— - c
i i LI X — Q IS 0O
'_iIU \‘.L:"‘f\' en’'s | b yar - i -
PRl & ca LI i S— = -— ) I.‘J (8 ]
I'o making out in bundles, tying together, and
teafel-bands, 2s. per ;;;Ld-; - - I14. O
:{ 1 ~
g 0
L 14 )
BY AVERAGE PRODUCIH
Seven packs, at 40s.  — -~ 14 0
L = 1 . ~ .1
i ILLC na [(axes exc P the nrit of w en |
C Y01 .1 rorat g ¥ re
i - i
= 1 : 1
| I L= o - il L 1Paag ( 1‘];- 1t ]
¥ LS, | € ITl accuftomed to | 19 y A€ b C . bv
1 1 " *
Naolg, lo L! s ] th C il ] s s -.!..\_ L
1 &
Wil eveén t ( d ITol
i 1 1 ] i
L] =i i i Li L il ALl 1 l 1 CL1C |
c 1 Tl AR et
O COMpPic Irnip 10T Tounda to antwet
L £ i T 4o 1 vy 1 X 1Y el 1
i Cl p wi y 1 O plougiin ] -
- - Alas -
aom s Of 00 proc 1 It may not be ql
f." ) \_II 1 1 O VEArs 1cén
oWy b r repe itions "'!. i 1§ n
1 ™ 1 1 1
the { . elt to devote newly 1
( 0 s CL 1-. {




WOAD,

oI cuiovat

IKCly a vulzar error, for
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of the feed. the intervals of the ploughing, harrowing

ts, in a moift feafon, appear in a fort-

. 1
to hoe; they

honld ha Eaad S :
1nould be hoec ut fix inches
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at lealt; fome prefer a greater diftance, In this neichbour-
hood, and thinning are generally ufed ; and at

omen and children earn very high wages, efpe-
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otton manufactory has been introduced in the
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parith. The fuccels of the crops depends much on the
hoeing and weeding, fo as to keep the ground frefh and clean.
Thus managed, three or four crops or gatherings will be
produ\:cd in fucceflion; but the firft two are the beft. The
time of gathering is determined by the full growth of the
Jeaves, and the firft appearance of ¢hange of colour at the
extremities; and this rule of courfe governs the fucceeding
crops.

The leaves are cut by hand, and gathered into bafkets by
women and children, who carry them to a very deep large
cart at the edge of the ficld. After two cuttings, the crop is
fuffered to go to feed for the next year, if feed be wanted;
but if only one crop be taken, the feed will be the finer.
When the pods turn of a dark colour, the feed is deemed
ripe. The ftalks fhould then be reaped like wheat, and
fpread abroad; and if the weather be favourable, the feed
will be fit for threfhing in four or five days.

When the green crops are carted home, the plant 13
thrown into a mill, conftrutted with a heavy iron ribbed
roller, fomething like that which is ufed for bruifing bark
and other fubftances; by this procefs it is cut and bruifed
to a pulp. It isthen laid in fmall heaps, preflfed clofe and
fmooth; and as the cruft formed on the outfide cracks, it is
clofed again to preferve the ftrength of the fubftance. After
lying about a fortnight in this ftate, the heaps are broken
up, the outfide worked into the mafs, and the whole formed
by the hand, and fometimes by wooden moulds, into oval
balls, which are then dried on hurdles, under a {hed expofed
to the fun.

They turn black, or of a dark-brown, on the outfide,
when well manufadtured, and are valued in proportion to
their fpecific weight and a purplifh caft in the infide. Thus
they are fold to the dyer; and it is fcarccly neceffary to add

further,

—

i
.
i
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1 the . i - - : .
further, that the ufe of this article in dying confifts in form-
) ing the ground of the indigo blue. The crop is generally
il be S s ! ;
I a profitable one. The quantity per acre near a ton and half.
- The nett profit of courfe muft be governed by the good-
' Khe
nefs and price of the article. But it feems, on an average,
| . -
to be fo lucrative a culture, that few farmers who can raife it
Inz . . s
S ever difcontinue the practice. It however exhaufts the
land exceedingly, and more than two years crops muft not in
iby . o
’ eeneral be taken. T'o this crop fucceed wheat and beans.*
lllj' POTJ‘&TOES-
d; The rapid extenfion of the cultivation of this root can
¢r. only be equalled by its general utility as a food both for man
ied and beaft. Thirty or forty years ago it was an extraordinary
and thing to fee an acre of potatoes in one fpot, and in one man’s
feed poffeflion ; now there are many parifhes in this diftriét which
can produce fifty acres. Nay, the writer of this report has
fis grown thirty or forty acres per year, for a fucceflion of years;
hed and once he had upwards of one hundred acres in one year.
ark — B
ifed # About forty years ago woad was cultivated in the neighbourhood
i of Mells; and there was in the parifh a horfe-mill for grinding, and
Jh.. theds for drying it, the property of one HArRVEY, who was more ge-
it nerally known by the appellation of the Woadman, than his own fur-
free name. Since his death it has been entirely difcontinued.
o From whence this man originally came is unknown; but moit pro-
”M'I bably from fome part where this plant was in ufual culture. Small
Jmec plots of teazels, hops, &c. are fometimes feen in villages far diftant from
y ovdl thofe parts where they are raifed on a large fcale. Hence oneis led to
o obferve the attachment which moft men have to the local hufbandry of
i the diftrict in which they are born and brought up, and the confequent
difficulty of introducing a new fyflem of agriculture into any place.
tfide, The perfon migrating carries his attachments and habits with him,
10 whillt the neighbours, where he [ettles, are unconcerned, or perhaps
“"" contemptuous {pedtators of his proceedings; and though they fee him
T s flourifh and do well, are fecarce ever induced to relinquith their old
1 add ways and imitate his example. R. P.
e 32 The
i Ll
- s - ’ e —— - ‘\"-.P ! - P — ey .._:.\,_, -
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[he foil moft favourable is a rich fandy loam, newly

» up, and of a loofe texture. T he forts cultivated are.

b f REATIE Yy
W

' next to that, hog’s dung; and after that, all forts of farm-

| i
\
- . g . 2 = - : 4
IOrm tius way It may bDe done Ior a guinea an i
the d method it will coft at leaft twelve fhillings. The
r ninz weiehs { in '
1 bourers, by the ;
, be | cful to cut out all whic] (
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tatoes, avoid cutting the roots. They alfo, in digging, fe-
& parate the fmall from the large. They pulverize the foil

more: they can dig clean, though the land be wet: and, on

: the whole, the expence of
.

1AM = 1 1 . - 1y 11 ACTe [f the I
ouchinge out, more than aIl acre. if the Cri 'i.'

e —

from the

;=.:ch_[ one, tie !...i'l.'.:'uTli'.f__
Fra . v 5 - & B r 1~ 5 =
= laree will coft more than this difference. The produce va-

= i NELS iien f - 11 W 1, 1
to ene hundred and twenty facks (24¢lib. each )

an acre ; and the general price, as human food, 1s from foul

ut- {hillines to feven fhillings per fack; and on particular occa-
| 1101 i have been d '\'Ef‘l.":'

are When dug, they are {ecured in pits, and if common care

farc !‘JI'L'l-f.'T'\-C!'i in this way

through the 1 . ter, without injury; but they
. will fhrinl ref] meafure about one fack in twenty.
A R o b £ avneriments made by the writer of this
) From a feries of experiments made by the writer ot this

report. and communicated through the channel of the Bath

Society’s Papers, it appears that their value, when applied

to the fatnnge i:-!_' 1:. S could not be made to exceed twa

R =1 =T o POl gt s § [
and fix-pence, or three fhillings, perfack, of 240ib.:

ind from other experiments fince ma le, it is probable, that

xed to them if .1i'np]l;-d to the {ul-

no greater vaiuc can obe
tenance of any other f} lowever, this fhould be no
weeds difcouragement, for on good land, and with good manage-
m Ly t] y 12} b TOW tor
1 G \‘ . 1 e 1 1
1 t\, ] Il € i ] 1 L Ieln }u-
Tha Many S 1 5 ion of this root a larg
i fzale, confi ng it in ht of a great exhaufter. If the

v crop, o productive as tl is 1s, be fold from

onfumed at {o great a diliance that no reurn

=t acknowiedge that luch mull be the effelt;
but if potatoss are € premuiies, the return ot
1 MANUre,
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Y &

i manure, from the confumption of ene acre, will be fufficient
| for two or three; and as the potatae crop ought always to
i | be highly manured, no deficiency need be feared in the fub-

!._. fequent crops of corn, grafles, &c. particularly if wheat be

! | banifhed as a fucceeding crop, and barley or cats fubftituted

.C in g ¥

i | ' ow a common practice, inftead of boiling, to drefs
es by fleam, and by fo doing, the quality is rendered

:: more farinaceous, and a confiderable faving 1s made in the

article of fuel.

—e - = — e e —

* The reafon why wheat frequently fails after potatoes, is becaufe
the frequent hoeings and digging render the land fo light and porous,
that it is more fubject to the ravages of the grub, earth-worm, &c.;
befide, in cold and expofed fituations, the fowing is generally protraéted
till the month of November, which alone is {ufficient to check the
practice.
N. B. The writer has known thirty-two fucceflive crops of potatoes
from the fame field, and the produce as good at the latter part of the
term as at the begi

This will puzzle the theorift, with his pe-

cultar fubflances of nutrition.

A large cow, tied up a month after calving, ate 2cwt. and 181b. of
hay in one week, and on the enfuing week, being given four bufhels
(Winchefter) of potatoes, the confumption of hay was reduced to
3qrs. and 261b. It appears, therefore, that a fack of potatoes is eqpal
to 1 cwt. of hay. The quantity of milk was increaled by the potatoes;
but it was thinner in quality.

T — — —= - ——
{
b
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CHAPTER VIII.
SecT. 1. Natural Meadows and Paftures.

T has been already obferved, that the grafs land of this

diftrict greatly preponderates; and if it be not chilled
by too much moifture, it may boaft of almoft a perpetual
verdure.

On the rich marfh land near the Briftol Channely the
erazing fyftem prevails. In the vicinity of Briftol and Bath,
the fcythe is in conflant ufe; and at a greater diltance no-
thing is {carcely feen but the milking-pail, ‘T'o which ever
of thefe purpofes the land is devoted, its bounties are not
nigoardly difpenfed. If we view them comparatively, the
hay fyftem is perhaps the moft injurious to the land, and the
leaft produétive of profit.  This article feldom exceeds three
pounds per ton; and if we confider the rifk in making, the
expence of carriage, the lofs of time, and above all, the de-
clining value of the eftate fo occupied, few arguments can be
wanted to prove the impolicy of the fyftem. In thort, I
never knew a hay-felling farmer get rich.

SEcT. 2. Artificial Grafes.

On the ftone-brafh and freeftone-grit foil, fainfaine takes
the lead ; and though the feed is very expenfive, the quantity
and quality of its produce, together with its durability,
make an ample return of profit, particularly if fown when
the land is clean.

Next to fainfoin, rye-grafs,* marl grafs, and white Dutch
clover, are in deferved repute when the land is intended to

remain

— - = = —_— mp—— — e — - r

* The Agricultural Body is much indebted to’Mr. PEACEY, orf
Northleach, Gloucefterfhire, for his careful feleétion and diffemination
el
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evening, or in a firong dew. Should the weather be diffi-
cult, and the hay-making be interrupted by frequent thowers,
or by fome days rain, make a point of drying it thoroughly,
and then falt it after the rate of a peck of falt to a ton of
hay; this will make it palatable to the cattle. On all ac-
counts, avoid making a chimney in the ftack, for this will
inevitably make the hay mouldy and unwholfome,

Should it heat too much, and be in danger of taking fire,
turn the mow before the heat is too far advanced. The
expences of hay-making varies from eight to twelve fhillings
per acre,

In making artificial hay, the fmall cocks into which it is
got the fecond day, are frequently turned and fhook up, but
nat [pread; and it requires two or three days more than na-
tural hay before it is fit for the large mow.

N.B. One cubic yard of hay, in a mow well made and
not overheated, will weigh on an average of the whole mow
about thirteen cwt.

SECT. 4. Feeding.

The upland paftures of this diftri&t have feldom a fuffi-
cient bite of grafs till May-day.

T'wo acres, worth thirty fhillings, per acre are neceflary to
fummier a cow well, and one acre and half for her winter
provender, As it is the general practice to ferve their cows
during the winter with hay in the fields, the land is fre-
quently in wer feafons fo pounded, as to be unproductive
great part of the fummer.

In fummer feeding, attentive farmers have the dung which
falls from the animal fcraped up and wheeled into heaps,
and the thiftles and rough fpots frequently mown.

They allo make a point of excluding horfes and theep

from their cow paftures, And when their mown ground is
e
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ét to be ftocked, they hayn their fummer leaze, fo as to
have a vood fupply of rough grafs or rowen in the winter.
Thev alfo mow and feed alternately, by which means the

beft forts of grafles are preferved and encouraged.
A RECEIPT for making HAY-TEA.

BOIL about 2 handful of hay in three gallons of water,
{and fo in proportion for a greater or fmaller quantity) or
if the water be poured boiling hot on the hay, it will an{wer
nearly as well.

Give it to the cattle and horfes to drink when cold; or if
the cattle and horfes are any ways ill, and under cover, give
it them blood warm, This drink is {o extremely nutritive,
that it nourifhes the cattle aftonithingly, replenithes the
udders of the cow with a prodigious quantity of milk,
makes the horfes ftale plentifully, and keeps them healthyand
ftrong; and by this method one trufs or hundred of hay
will go as far as eight or ten otherwife would do.

The cattle and horfes do not fecem to like it at firft ; but if
they are kept till they are very thirlty, they will drink freely
of it ever afterwards.

The hay, after being ufed as before-mentioned and dried,
may be ufed as litter for horfes and cattle, make very good
manure, and fave firaw, which will be a confiderable advan-
tage, efpecially where there is a fearcity of ftraw.

N.B. By a handful of hay, is meant as much as a per-
fon can grafp in his hand from a pareel of loofe hay.

And it is prefumed and withed, as the above method is
fo very eafy and fafe, that no perfon who has cattle, cows,

horfes, or theep, will neglect to try it.

CHAPTILER
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Notwithftanding the apparent utility of extenfive and
productive orchards, many confiderate and fenfible men have
hefitated in giving their unqualified affent to this fentiment ;
alledging, that a plenty of cyder is the forerunner of idle-

efs, drunkennefs, and debauchery, not only among the
lower clafs, but alfo among the yeomanry themfelves, who
at thefe times fpend fucceflive days and nights in toping and
guzzling at each others’ houfes, We ought not, however,

=

to confound the abufe of a thing with its intrinfick value.

.- - n g

= e — -
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CHAPTER X.
WOODS AND PLANTATIONS.

HE country is but partially wooded, and, on account of
the demand from the collieries, the wood is but very
rregularly cut.  Syftematic plantation is but little ftudied.
Kingfwood covers about two hundred and thirty acres.
The timber is chiefly oak, but does not get to any large
fize; the woods being, for the moft part, fituate at the de-
clivity of the hills, where there is but little depth of earth.
The underwood is cut for wreaths or faggots. The valleys
are in general richly laden with elm, which grows fponta-
neoufly in the hedge-rows, and gets to a good fize. The
method practifed here of lopping off the fide branches, to
what is called a befom-head, cannot be too much execrated.
It is deftructive to the growth of timber, and by leflening
the agitation produced by winds, deprives it of what may be
deemed its falutary exercife. The effelt of cutting off the
lower branches is a premature delay, which firft takes place
in the top of the tree, a general check is given to the cir-
culation of the fap, and it reduces the tree nearly to the ftate
of a pollard.*
On the northern declivity of Mendip hills are fome very
good coppice woods; the principal are, Blagdon, Halel, and

Ubly, containing in the whole about 150 acres.

# This is not the worfl sonfequence of the befom-head. Philofo-
phers are now agreed, that trees in full verdure receive a great portion
of their nourifhment from the atmofphere, by the ablorbent vellels of
their leaves; hence appears the impolicy of depriving a tree of that
head which nature intended fhould affift in bringing the body to per-
feflion. A.C.

Thefe
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['hefe woods are very romantick and picturefque, and

being fecured

very rapid, and

]H'-. e not I IL.I ceé thnereot: E"'k- JIL_" thele m IS mav
be made annual, and are in themfelves more certain than
any other produce. You have only to divide a coppice of
forty-eight acres into twelve parts, that is, four acres per

y twelve years growth. "The more afth in thefe coppices

. wm yraliin 2 - ho mwelas nra - 1| v -k hea ~rral
the more valuable, as the poles are very faleable at the coal-

pits; and I have known many inftances of an acre produ-

e 1 val [vtoe el ¢ eifrart] X FUATA A +e
CIng 1n vaiue nxtrecn pounds net atter the CXpences of cutiing,
130€, olC, have 1'.‘&,‘;]1 acaucted. L 111S 1S neariy twenty-
¥ . 1 ' 1 3 - ] -"\
u [or the wilole rort Nt
: 1 A T )
rF Vaiue Der- o o 1L 15
more pro e- Ioe t 'S,

than to !;'. It

‘I
dlC <10 10

T
Mendip h

the principal; but thefe being ex

F DL Ll EROT TSR, Vs ;

In the eaftern part of this diftriét there are alfo

large and productive woods, fuch as Mells, Leigh, E

- | e ¥ " j S - E | oy o et S PP
Harwich, Compton, Camely, &c. thefe being near the coal-

warks are very valuable; interfperfed alfo are many beautiful

| i
slantitions. which are not onlv an ormament to the refbedtive
paiiiations, WillCil arce not only arl ornanient ) LIE TEIpECLIVE
Fonts Rk A Ralare. Rt are ta vh ol rens Farfila
feats to which they belong, but are in themlelves a fertile

fource of annual profit
On land properly fituated, no fpeculation can be more
profitable or more pleafing t lanting; the only objec-

- =

bring it to perfection;;

tion is, the |
but furely this ought not to have much weigit, as the be-
el e e e | i 1 1 . 5 1 e e s
neht muft accrue either to the planter or his heirs; and cer-
2 : _ = . -~ - e AR e
tainly there is no way fo eafy of railing fortunes for youn

children as by planting,
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I'he ancient foreft of Selwood (on the verce of which
the town of Frome ftands) appears to have comprifed a

Ll L

woody vale of about twenty thoufand acres, about eighteen
thoufand of which are now cleanfed and converted into
pafture and arable land, with a fmall portion of meadow ;
the remainder continuing in a ftate of coppice-wood. The
chief forts of timber in thefe coppices are oak and ath,
which, though not of large growth, are very good of their
kinds, and find profitable markets in the neighbourhood ;
the oak felling from fifty fhillings to three pounds fixteen
fhillings per ton, and afth from forty-five fhillings to three
pounds. The underwood is chiefly hazel, afh, alder, withy,
and birch; fome of which, at eighteen or twenty years
growth, fell as high as fixteen pounds per acre. To ftate
the profit of thefe coppices in a clearer light, I would re-
mark, that the annual value per acre, in timber and under-
wood, (I fpeak of thofe coppices which lie towards the
northern end of Selwood) is from fifteen to thirty fhillings.
Much of the open land within the limits of this ancient
foreft does not net more than ten or twelve thillings per

T o S
acre.®

* I)].\:_r.'

planting young trees, may be done for two-pence per fcore, if the

g holes one foot and half fquare and four inches dee p, for

land b

not very ltony; but the beft method of planting trees is on

the fod, cover
grals. J.B.

1g the roots with other fods inverted, that is, grals to

K CHAPTER
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t

rﬁ; ' WASTE LANDb»

, E \ this diftri&t there are commons uninclofed; the
A A pi incipal of which are, Broad Ifield-Down near Wring-
i ton, and Lanfdown near Bath. The former contains two

thoufand five hundred acres, and is for the moft part a
]ﬂuu'*'n

"

1

good foil, deep in earth, and eafil ed.

Surely the inclofing and cultivating a rract like this, fituate

from the city of Briftol, could not

it miles diftant

only eigl

fail of being a great advantage to the proprictors; particu-

larly as it abour nds with excellent lim e-ftone, and the coal-
pits are only a few miles diftant.
Lan{down CU1'.|1'=1'E':1-;'.1,(‘..‘, nearly one thoufand acres; but

el o

= 4N

1
i

i 111|[JEJI| Ly -..ll\l TC-

25 the foil is thin, and the fu
e for

imparts a delicate flavour, it might not be
anc ! b';'.'.

theep, to which it

markabl its excellence 10 n:c;’:':..'__:

1 LR
f)l'ilt:::][ to Dreak

it up, efpecially as it affords a luxurious : utiful ride

to the fojourners in Bath.

Inclofing has been of long ftanding in moft of thele

many have exemplified an advance of rent more than tw

inftances has been, of wheat

The produce in m h.u'

thirds.

oats fifty, and beans from thirty

t'l.‘:irt‘:,-' bufhels, barley forty, ¢

‘t]'._' I acre.

l‘i’.'i_J'.lln.,I].l".Il ACTES

th-Marfh, the prefent

the owWners.

fertile pafture, overcharget

.y
i
1wl

months in the year, which in

¥ Gl | - .~.-.----.1
[ €all DE I'CIIOY U

of

Moft of

i
i

by the methods before
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CHAPTER XII.
IMPROVEMENT 5.

————

"i\go"i' fo much dttention has been paid to the draining
i of land as the objelt undoubtedly requires; but in
fome cafes, where inclofures have been accompanied with a
weeping furface, great improvements have been made by
ftone-draining. The acclivities from the vales are for the
moft part of this quality and complexion; and if the fprings,
which iffue from the fides of the hills, were taken off at
their head by judicious drains, and diverted into a proper
channel, the value of the land would be advanced at leaft
one-third.

Main drains two feet and half deep and two feet wide, in

and hix-

a heavy ftrong clay foil, may be dug for one thillin

w
o =}

pence per rope, (twenty feet) viz. nine-pence per rope dig-
ging the drain and placing the ftones, three-pence per cart-
load quarring the ftones, and three-pence per load halling.
Each rope will require one cart-load and half of ftongs.
Small drains, leading to the main drain, may be executed

3
\

for 1'Ci‘.-pu;-.'¢.- per rope Clw-.:nl_\ ILCI.)

SECT. 2. Paring and Burning,

Burn-baiting, that is, cutting off the turf, drying it
piling it in heaps, and afterwards burning it to athes, has

and

been tried, but no fenfible good effett
diftant, |

3

y
]

1aving been experienced, the pr:

) and
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this procefs is beft calculated for cold,

}
' { and I rather think
! rufhy, and heathy gro ds, of little or no value.
-|n it The effect of burn-baiting, even on lands beft adapted
! to this procefs, does laft more than three or four years;
f and if followed up with f ive corn crops, the ftrength
the land is fo exhaufted by the forced fertility, that a reft
! of eight or ten years Is nece ) prepare for its repetition.
If burn-baiting be pra&tifed, it fhould be for turnips, after
'. which only one crop of barley or oats thould be taken, and
! fown there [f this rotation of crops
be adopted, I fee no realon why lands to which the manure
5 is congenial, fhould be wholly denied the advantages of the
' practice. |
A great deal in thefe inftances depends upon the fkill and |
judgment of the farmer. If he be wantonly debarred from
the ufe of a valuable manure, he is injured; and if, on
, the other hand, he ufes it without difcretion, his landlord
: {fuffers, and the moft indefatigable induftry will not {ave
| himfelf ultimately from lofs, and perhaps ruin.

The parithes of Midfummer-Norton, Stratton-on-the-
=

I P g et 2 I 1 m | .
Fofs, Kilm Fimibury, High-Littleton,

rfdon, Radftock,

il . T 4 s
Paulton, Ston-Eafton, Binegar, and Chil-

Farmborough,
compton, comprehend a diftrict of land, part of which is

rendered remarkably fertile by the application of marl.®

The {oil confifts of an earth more or lefs loamy, of a

mixed colour, between brown and red, with a prevalence of

vav be found at Q:.\--_;;{:];;_;lll)ll, C]l&'\\1\L_l:1'1\-.L'§."“nIJ”'JJ.

and Burnett.
one
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one or the other; very ftony, refembling that kind of foil

ufually denominated corn-grit, naturally fo barren, that
when in common field, at the beginning of the prelent cen-

R
Lum

tury, the lands were not fet at more than three fhillings and

=

fix-pence per ftatute a
y a moderate computation, this foil may be faid to oc-

, in the parifhes before enumerated, an average propor-

tion of at leaft one-third. At a variable depth from the

furface an inexhauftible ftore of black marl is conftantly

found, which, from properties equally fingular as to fertility
and duration, has advanced the lands from three thillings
and lix-pence to one pound eleven i...,'='_-.|.,_l- and l'.:\-p;ng_-,

and fome to two pounds per ftatute acre; and this too with

ance of profit to the occupier,

he firft bed of marl perforated is blue, two feet thick,

of a {tiff confiftence, and on repeated trials found in a com-
iis lies a firatum of flo

parative degree ufelels. Below ne,

nine inches thick, and af a blue colour; next to which is
found a bed of marl, from three to four feet in thicknefs,
nearly horizontal, of a colour approaching to black, and,
1 +]

L

towards t

ie lower part, of a fhelly fubftance; the greater
predominance whereof 1s found proportionably to improve

11 fertilizin: ronerts
its Iertilizing property.

I'he expence of raifing it, including that of finking the

alfy 15 Irom ci L“ tO Orec ::,JJ!Jj_' Pex L.]][—'_'-I_‘.L!. 01

twenty-four bufhels. That, and carting out, fpreading and

brufhing in, eighteen {h \{tute acre.
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Forty load is an ample dreffing for a ftatute acre, which,
at one fhilling per load, amounts to £z -0 0
o

Carting, fpreading, &c. o 18

le 2 18 ©

For which a manure is obtained that fecures a luxuriant
undiminifhed vegetation, not requiring any further affift-
ance for fifteen or twenty years. The generation of mofs

4

= e yeiy Vs
manifefts the declining eftects of this manure. 1t 1s con-

fidered as an indication for breaking up the old fward, which

is eenerally done. ['his developes a very curious and fin-
oular pheenomenon namely, the marl [-'l\'.';:'.é on the {urface
fortv or fifiv vears before, has only obtained the depth of

between five and fix inches, where it forms a regular, uni-

form. confolidated bed. Even at this depth its effects, al-

houeh not exhaufted, are neverthelefs fo much impaired as

TR oy Ay 11 [ 5 v 1% Y
to demand its renewal. Will not this fact tend, in fomg

Pt HICss PROSS USRS, [N e

ceoree, 10 elucidate i1its modaus {.13-_..“..11.
AT 1 2y e wr e ¥hras  mrhes of the far
VAV hile If remains within two or three inchoes or the ur-

£-n which e the cale in fome inftances erhan "--I' wenrntyv
which 1s the cale 1N 1omie ltarnces l,ﬁ...nt-i. Ll WETLY

& AT M ATe 1 e hinnafed 0 form a ki vl l A
als Wl U] i L [ Y LIAL L LI a Bllik L 114
11 ; org, 1t may ppoi to rorm a ind or pdl

L
]

or refervoir for the nutritious and frucht influences de-

beine there retained, and

pofited by the atmofphere;

in contact with the roots of the gral form fuch combi-

iy =P e | PG S, CAme ] . - - o . 5
nations \Il:'\. laboratory of naturc as arc ocll F’._ifaiﬂk,l- o

. . 1 AL e e s ] P,
give Vigour ana E"IL'[Hl.l”LE.-.L [0 TN €Il

, e Thele are evidently s sd whe h AT
veoetatlon,. hefe are evidently weakened when the |:'..1.:]1

ary principles of

1 1 1 g S e AT e e
| 1ts cets below the roots of the 111€s, ana
thereby d prives them of the x, whnich icems to pre-

ferve the means of their nuirition NG 1pport. 1 his may

account ror the :‘u-.;:.g'.x! 101 of mois on the lar

1 3 e
10T only 1o 1Mpede

1y 1 I

R T T R | DA
!'_.xt? and the neceliity ot

1S propagation but to defiroy Iit.
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It is obfervable that when marl is laid on this mofly fur-

face, which :’;-.'Cﬂ'l!'lplll'-lk'?'- an old f-).".l;'th to avoid a courfe of

0 0
13 o tillage, the improvement is not equal to that of laying it
= on clover, or marl-grafs, the fecond year from the time of
18 RS B
fowing.
— :
v An inconfiderable portion of thefe lands is employed in
] =
it tillage under the following courle of cropping:
by 1{t year.—QIld fward ploughed up in Augult.
: Wheat—harrowed in O&ober and the beginning of

November on one earth.

' Produce—{rom twenty-five to thirty bufhels (eight gal-

M=

lons) per acre.

| 2d year, W heat—f{ingle ploughing harrowed in as before.
1}

Produce from thirty to thirty-five bulhels.

I 3d year. Wheat again.

1 Produce, from twenty-five to thirty bufhels.

o Sometimes barley with or without fallow.

1O -

Produce fifty-fix bufhels.

. 4th year. Peafe with two or three ploughings.

Produce, from twenty to twenty-five bufhels.

Then winter-fallow as a preparation for next year.

; sth ye Barley and clover or marl-grafs.

e Produce, forty nafhels.

ohie 6th vear. Clover or marl

When mowed, produce from thirty to forty cwt. per

ed nopre
whol G
1

7th year. Clover or marl-grafs fed.

Defetive and ruinous to the land as the firft three years’

rotation of crops may appear, it is neverthelels with little
\i.1-'.t1" variation uniformly purfued; : d, with little abatement of
: produce, is renewed for another feven years {dcceffion.—
o Even a third is carried through by many farmers, accom-
panied
. == S B
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panied with fallowing for fome of the wheat crops, and
aflifting the land with a fprinkling of farm-yard manure.
Even a fourth fucceflion, with lefs wheat and more barley,
is carried on by a few confiderable farmers in the diftrict;

but from the lightnels of the {oil, and the difficulty of keep-

ing weeds under, the crops fail, notwithffandine a more

liberal ufe of manure.
A fvftem of cr

carried to fuch a length on land rented :

»

pping, fo very perverfe

and erroneous,

t thirty or forty
ilings per acre, muft in the end involve the farmer in a
yearly lofs, and cannot but aftonith every one; more efpe-
cially if it be recolletted, that this very land is fufceptible of

reftoration to its former vigour and fertility at the moderate

expence of two pounds eighteen thillings per acre. {

Viarl grals* is the fpontaneous production of the marl
- 1 - ae favid Py Tecmpas (S v 1] ke e it : e
land. It was firft noticed and colleéted fifty ox {ixty vears

g | Iy ¥ = v I : e S . e " e 1
ago bya Mr. James, who lived on a farm beloncine to the

o AR : 0
Marquis of BaTa, in the parith of Chilcompton. By his

gl |

afliduity in preferving and propagating the feed, in the courfe

of a few years it became common, and has been confidered

> as a valuable fubflitute for red or broad clover,

€Yer !;.'I\-_ a3 d ¥Vd
|
T A re of | | zives a permanent ad
di to the national { difcovery of it, wh
it ‘ vet be four 1 of it; where it 1 \
known to exifl. t hasz1 obably be attended
with m I and : wunity, than a multitude
! e Wi I I the differe ;‘né':'iu..ililll.‘.lf
Societies eftablifthed 1 1.\f|.5 dom. Covenants
mig} o be inferte 1 leafes, « - the leflor and leflee, on propet
confi s, the former to be at the expence of raifing, the latter
of cartn preading the mar] on any given number of acres that
LI e { 'El-.l_ll E..I.
® Arl 1m Alpeflr
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to which it bears rather a firiking analogy ; with, however,
this difference, that it will continue much longer in the
land.

When the marl lands are laid down to graffes, trefoil or
white Dutch clover is fown in the proportion of feven
pounds to twenty pounds of marl-grafs or broad-clover,
which enriches, diverfifies, and by its early vegetation and

bloffoming, produces a carpet the moft beautiful and pic-

turefque that can well be ii

nagined.

Marl has been repeatedly tried on the loofer red earth
lands. and on freeftone grit foil, in different parts of the
diftrict, without producing any good effect. It has allo
been carried fome miles out of the diftrict, and applied to
the light red earth of the lime-flone lands, with no better
fuccefs.

Tl

I'he contiguity of the parithes to Bath and Enitol not

exceeding a mean diftance of nine miles, acceflible by good

| which afford markets of almoft unlimited con-

4 1 Tan % E b mald T vl up
npticn; the luxuriance of the paliurage, the early ve-
oetation in the fpring, all concur to render dairies a very
[ i L= o
elioible, as it is a general mode of occupation; yet notwith-

7 13 L - = - = A 1) TR
ftanding on the larger far if a greater proportion Were

devoted to tillage, fince they produce wheat and barley of
excellent quality, and require, under a judicious routine of
crops, little manure but the firft marling for hiteen or twenty

i
i

years, both landlord and tenant would derive confiderable

r;nl 1 A1 1

he landlord might levy an

lings per acre on the lands fo converted to arable, under a

: : I i
qale of twenty-one years, L‘ul\_'up-c}!1|:f'_ the tenants to dreis

el = | . A Bk s e s L axrraratian AE tha 1y
ith marl four years previous to the expiration of the term,

by which means they would be left in a very good tiate of
PTOOL,

The
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Crops, W e apg n ( 11 ) 1 anure, ar
fine t )T, 41 ed e; 1ds; whic S I
1 . F 1 1 1
0o ury 1 - 1ET, id fheres (< eqLil
> . ; e

va i I ( 1EalC, ced rent.

WE ded as this change of management
It 4 cdl )} EVErY INICLIZENT ana Ulprejudiced man, I

les to encounter.

i LO 1TNE EVE

luétance to build or Cruarg

O MOAuics 1or i Or CC

# =

and other vicarial tithes;

payment of ¢

1lnefs of m

% 1
ation on tne

arable land. It muft
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though unaccompanied with fev erity in its application, as to
induce the land-owner and tenant to forego a pofitive ad-
vantage rather than comply with its demands.

In the parith of Kilmerfdon there is 2 fpecies of foil

ufually called a freeftone-grit, of a light brown colour, iff,

)

layey, and abounding in ftone. L.r;:lcrnz:arh, at various
depths, is to be found a blue marl, which, on repeated trials,
has not hitherto been known to commun icate any improve-
ment. This marl is not readily foluble when expofed to
the .-.::'; but retains its clay-like quality, which renders it
unfit either to perv: ade, or incorporate with the foil. Thefe
lands are fometimes devoted to tillage; but are foon ex-
haufted, and left to poverty and reit for feven or eight years,
when a fimilar courfe of management is refumed. Prefent

S PEr 4acCIc.

value from five to {ix fhillin

o
o=

COURSE OF CROPS.

ift year. Lay broke up in the fpring. Summer fallow.
ad vear. Wheat fown early in October.
Produce, twelve bufhels per acre,

3d year. Oats.

Produce, fixteen or twenty bufhels per acre.

No clover; the foil will not fupport it. If fown, 1t gra
dually declines through want of fuftenance.

I 1uc ends the cropping without manure. Mr. WALWYN,

fdon vparith, fourteen or fifteen years ago tried

y in this foill. "The p:-\h::;:;, from mowing four or nve

_ lively, averaged twenty CWt. per acre. It fo far
exifts now in fome of thefe lands, as to keep up their value
to twelve or fourteen fhillings per acre. Where totally ex-
tinct, on breaking up afrefh, the {oil is found in better p:'uuf
‘han in its priftine flate, Notwithftanding this experiment,

e TP |
ACCOMmpalllvi




IS5 ImeEiloration, by Iuimmer rail wing L}iiil ll]l'f'l'.{l.;é;, to lome

parts of which he gives four or five ploug

WINos, pis LCXIUTC 15 Alrcady coniiaerably loolenec
J J

I

I /ards, are provided on a
y PSP oy RELRPRE G $ r ~ I +hin hala YA i+
{.-. Cy 11 d 11TUALION 1O COIMINAld the Wio:ie. vvithin a rea-

fonable diitance he can procure a {u of fand and coal-

4

athes; a refource too valuable to be overlooked.

relifh for agricultural imj

its progrefs, and the conve

> doubt, but that in the courfe of time he will be en-

1 ] * £ = ‘\, " + " ..- .-\-_-\ e - 5 ST
abled, in no triing degree, by a judicious fyltem of crop-

ing, to fertilize this very intractable foil.

i

-yard coliected 1into rejervolrs as t

Bones, rags, night-foil, horn fhavings, foot, &c. which

1
CCinecd, 4rc }‘:LEL NI TCETATUCK

VYD 153 1o ars ik s al3 = i Tt
{fome countries are nigen } elt 1

;H fthort. too miich canfidencesice nlaced in the n
n inort, (o0 muchh canldence 1s placed 1N tne n

L 1 4 s 15 es et [T B
nels and fertility of the f{oil.

3 s
7
I:\\rk L« :—- sF i
1 1 1.
{ ! 118 DAIA O 1.'1;r weedin { ti ¥ Cl o
I
o % 2 -
S SR e 1 S
1-..-.:_..\ O the weeding of ] t corn. L
- 1 1
P e I N LA —_—
n ) 1ICH NETICCICU.,




OF 8¢

SEc

I'he watering of pal

il vrmvin by x rafir]t
advantace reful .

counties 1s not queition

MERSETSHIRE, I4E

. 8. Watering.

fures is not much known, though
from that praftice in neighbouring

pled The intermixture of lands embarraffes the operation of

individuals in that refp

ect, and this feems likely to prevent

T a praftice from becoming more general, which numerous

1 \'}":-." 1 i 1-. Ar 11 ‘,1 .-:J',.+' 7= 0l =
Bl prings anda rivu ets would otherwiie tavour.

lagoe T'he water iffuing fr
1. pole, carrying with it 1
to vegetation.

More will be faid

£ Sy B e B 3
fouthwelt difiri&t of th

om Mendip hills is unfit for this pur-

10x10us mineral partic

ot \".'111,(_;']],:;"\' ’T'!'!i_':,']. Wwe come wo ?.E:,’,‘.’

¥

¢ county.

B - - P ———
e ———— A ————— =

CHAPTER

- e — e —




r.
L
1
|
|
|
\
||
4

142 AGRICULTURAIL SURVEY

CHAPTER XIII.

LIVE STOCK.

AS the cows are all devoted to the dairy, preference is
gi\'trl to that fort which gives the moft milk and of
the beft quality; or, in the farmer’s language, to that ftock
which makes the moft goods, whether it be butter, or cheefe,
or both ; hence it follows, that in pomt of carcafe they are
very deficient. They are moftly of the (hort-horned breed;
and though the fine long-horned cows of North-Wiltthire

have been tried, and ftrongly recommended by fome, yet th

Ly

ceneral run of dairymen are ftrongly attached to their own
breed.
As this is a fubje&t of fome magnitude, let us beflow on

it a2 few moments attention.

In the choice of ftock, the buyer fhould principally attend
to the purpofes for which that flock is defigned, and to the
nature and quality of his land.

If his principal object be rearing, either with a view to
fat himfelf or to fell to others, the form or thape of the pa-
rent ftock thould firlt be regarded.

I'hat frame of body, which is accompanied with the

greateft portion of valuable fleth, and the leaft offal, is to
be preferred.

4
f PR ~ ek T 11#h ie al{A - 2 [ it 23
An aptitude to fat in youth is alfo an objedt of great im-

i e ey Il s ! i e B ey e g
yrtance. By an attention to thele points, the farmers of

T et ' B 1 | & ; O T &
Leicefterfhire and other counties have fo attracied the no-

tice of emulous breeders, as to fell their ftock at a price

4

(carcely

~en
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feldom good milkers, I fhall advert to
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their value 1s reduced to rour or fve pounds €acn
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per year th e of profit is then
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I do not mean by what I have faid to detra’t from the
erit of Mr, BAKEWELL, or other great breeders of the
North.
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North. I only with to recommend a difcriminating prin-
ciple, and to deter the credulous farmer from #s2 bafly a de-

relition of principles and practices founded in experience,
and to which he has been long accuftomed,

[ may be here told, that the foregoing premifes, from
which conclufions are drawn unfavourable to the lonc-
horned cow, are delufive; that a North-country breeder
would laugh at the idea of keeping a cow till the is ten years
old; that at fix years, or at the fartheft at feven, f(he ought
to be in the pofleffion of the butcher.

But, coolly and calmly, afk a praltical cow-keeper at what
period of life a cow makes the moft goods, and he will tell
you between the age of fix and twelve years old, 1 have
known cows continue good milkers till they have palied their
twenticth year.#

When cheefe only is made, the annual produce per cow
is from three to four cwt.

Many dairy farmers, in the vicinity of Bath and Briftol,
make butter and half-(kimmed cheefe; in either way, the
annual produce per cow is from eight to twelve pounds, in-

S.

cluding the calf; and profit of pig
From three to four acres of land will keep a cow through-

out the year.

# The difcriminating I rinciple recommended, 15 a very n
one, and deferves particular attention. It may here be «
general, that in meay parts there is a fort of cattle, as it wert
cial, hardy, thriving, and well adapt il on which 1
Let the cautious farmer { If with befl of thi
he can {eledt, and | 1 I, let ] e
fight of the difcrimin ut do it with v el
cernment. And as very dairyman’s | X
from fale of the carcafe, if his cows are well kept, and yield him
a good quantity of rich produdtive milk, it will | | whe-
ther they have long horns, fhort horns, or any horns at all. R. P.

R
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If kept on hay alone, a middle-fized cow will eat one

hundred and three-quarters per week during the winter

h

month, and on an average thirty hundred in the whole
winter; this calculation is formed on a fuppolfition that fhe
calves between Chriftmas and Candlemas. If turnips ol
cabbages be given, fhe will eat, of thu former two hundred,
and of the latter one hundred and half in twenty-four hours,
and the quantity of hay will be leflened about one half.—
it Heifers are put to the bull when one year and half old; and
very few calves are reared for bulls or oxen, and no more

of the female kind than juft fufficient to keep up the ftock.
Next to the fele‘tion of a proper fort, good keeping when
young is of the firlt importance; and it has been oblerved,
that calves, after being turned out to grafs, thould have but
little water given them. The firft winter each calf will eat

about fixteen hundred of hay.

U Secrt. 2. Sheep.

i

In the North-Eaft part of this diftiri, that is, in the

»

icinity of Bath, a very large and good race of fheep are

oh i:]'t;l; the wethers of which are commonly folded till they

e between two or three years old, and then grazed. Some
of *‘Pk fheep, when well fatted, run to thirty or forty pounds
per quarter. Mr. MoGER, of Woolverton; Mr. Day, of
Foxcote; Mr. Young, of Camerton; Mr. HoLBROOK, of
Corflon; and Mr. SmiTH, of Twerton, are the principal

breeders; and this fort of fheep, having a large quantity of

tallow, is highly approved by the hutLhu». lhurc is alfo
the native .m_tmhp breed, a fort that will thrive on the
pooreft foil, and fatten on fuch land as will fcarcely keep othe
forts alive. Pafturage ever fo dry and expofed will feed this
! kind. They are very hardy, and their wool fine. The
g L auttor
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mutton is alfo excellent for the table, being full of gravy and
of a rich flavour.

The large heavy loaded fheep of Leicefterthire and Lin-
colnfhire have been tried; but the great doubt lies whether
this fort of fheep would bear folding ; if not, they are inad-
miflible, as folding is the /e qua non of good huibandry,
on the fheep and corn farms* of this diftrict.

Under the aufpices of the Bath Society, unto which his

Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to prefent a Spanith ram, a

# Some time ago the Leiceflerfhire fheep-breeders were modeft
ﬁli.'!.'ll, but

ice, and to

enough to exprefs only their doubts of the utility o

now they do not hefitate ]1;'11‘.“'.':[\' to condemn the prad
reprefent it as altogether ridiculous and abfur ¢ It 15 only (lay

they) robbing the paflure land to fupport the 4

Je. It cannot in-

creafe the quantity of manure, nor can the bene ending it be a
{ufficient compenfation for the injury done to the Aock.”

In a rich fertile country, where the quantity of arable land is fmall,
and in mere fubferviency to the breeding or grazing fyftem, wher
dung is plenty, and can be put in the corn land fmall expen
and where each ewe is valued : r or fix pounds, it is 1 b
wondered, that the folding fyftem fho e held in contempt and de-

rifion: but I will be bold enough to repeat, that in a poor expolfet

and k-};tu[]“\'{' corn i;’LTi'ﬂ, the foil of which 1 it and Il-':l:.". it 1s the

fine gua non of good hufbandry.

Let me afk thefe gentlemen, whether the downs of Wilts- and

Dorfet would wave with luxuriant corn if felding were abolithed? Na.

The farmer would plough and low to little purpofe, were his fallows
to remain untrod with the feet, id unmanured by the dune and
e ¢ - ot | i Beh it i
perfpiration of thefe uieful animals. Belide, in the hot fummer

months, nothine is fo grateful to the flock itfelf, as frefh ploughed
o o 3 . i

rround ; and fheep will, of their own accord, retire to it when their

mwer is fatisfied. The following may ome of the reafons why

thefe gentlemen fet their faces againft this ufeful practice:
ift. Their fhu;i': are too valuable to be kept in fufficient numbers

ding.

Their inability to walk to any great difta

Their liability to diforders from too great heat
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new breed of fheep has been lately introduced, which bids
fair to exceed all others of equal fize, in quantity and qua-
lity of wool, accompanied with a carcafe by no means def-
picable; but as thefe crofles of breed are found fometimes
to degenerate, I fhall not be too warm in recommendation
till a farther trial has been made, and experience has con-
firmed their fuperiority.

More fheep would be kept in this diftrict, were it not for
the difpofition of the land to bring the foot-rot.

The marl land in particular generates this diforder; and
though the following receipt will make a temporary cure,
yet it 1s a very difficult undertaking thoroughly to keep the
feet found. The fcab is alfo a troublefome and infectious
diforder. The goggles or rickets is a diforder not much
known : it attacks fheep between one and two years old;

and no method of cure has yet been difcovered.
RECEIPT FOR THE SCAB ON SHEEP,

One pound of quick-filver

Half ditto of Venice turpentine

Half a pint of oll turpentine

Four pounds of hogs-lard.
Let them be rubbed in a mortar till the quick-filver be tho-
roughly incorporated with the other ingredients.

RECEIPT FOR THE FOOT-ROT,

Roman Vitriol

Verdigreale

Gunpowder, and

Linfeed-oil, made into an ointment,

ANOTHER.

One fpoonful of turpentine

wo ditto of crab-verjuice,

y L o
L & nECT,




There are but few horfes bred in this diftrift—the far-

mers areé tnm(n:]} iLmP ied 1;-'_.' dealers who attend the
1

North-country fairs. Farriery is in the hands of men

equally conceited and illiterate; and the fe ufeful animals fre-

4

quently die of a difeafe called the doftor. Few people are
aware of the expences which attend the keeping of a team
for read work.

The following being taken (as an average of feven years
'm[i ) from an account kept by a perfon whofe accuracy may

be depende -d on, needs no apology:

TWO TEAMS, NINE HORSES.

Two waggoners 61l. turnpike 5cl. expences VAREE AR
271, 6s. 137 6 o
Corn of all forts e — 110 10 O
Brewers’ grains four-pence per bufhel — 3819 O
Hay, at three pounds per ton —_— 74 O O
Harnefs-maker A g 12 O©
Tilts, lines, &c. — — I1I O ¢
Blackfmith —————— ———— 27 10 O
Farrier - 3 I ©
Wear and tear of waggons —_— 20 0 O
Ditto of horfes — — 30 0 ©
Straw —_— — 16 0 ©
. 477 18 ©
Or nearly 240l per team.

] tion affords a-very fubftantial reafor -

re called, (that is, men who ket p horfes and waggons o
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Cutting firaw into chaff is much practifed, but I doubt
its utility in refpect to horfes, The food, in this method,
paffes into the animal’s {tomach without proper maftication,
and in my opinion affords but little nutrition. For oxen,
cows, and all ruminating animals, the praltice may be ad-
vantageous,

SECT. 4. Hygs.

The valt number of hogs fatted in this diftri¢t are for
the moft part bought at Briftol market of Welchmen, or of
itinerant drovers, who travel through the county. 'They
'y, fometimes a little corn is given to

is of a fine colour and delicate flavour;

their weicht when fatted from ten to twenty fcore. Thofe
f are of various forts:—r1f{t. The native
whit s and Jong body. 2d. The Berkthire,
blac slour, and of a compact round form,
2 4th. A mixed breed.

In breeding hogs, nothing fhould be more attended to

han warmth and cleanlinefs; without thele, the moft liberal
allowance of food will not avail; and as there is a great

in the quantity of food neceffary to fupport hogs
h of the fame aze and fize, experi-
ments are wanting to afcertain their different degrees of per-
fection. In the writer’s opinion, the beft fort of hogs he

ever aw. was fent to a friend of his from WMVr. ASTLEY, 3

der of L}1- in Leicefterthire.

¥

[he writer of this report has been in the habit of folding

1 ot - 14 P 1 . il g .
hoes on his pafture land, feeding them with raw poratocs.

The improvement of the land has been aftonithing; and
1 1 hia 151

| 5 W ma AaEm }
when hogs are kept on a large fcale, the praciice cannot 5o

vy ey o *COnme led
toowarmly recomimenaded.,
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i SEcT. 5. Rabbits.

Some vears fince there were many warrens in this diftrict,

] but the only ones now left are, Charter-Houfe, Temple-

Down, and Ubly, containing about fixteen hundred acres.

Both the fleth and fkin of the rabbits, bred on thefe warrens,
are much efteemed; and they fell, when in feafon, (that is,
from November to January) for two fhillings and fix-pence

a couple, fkins included. Could coneys be preferved from

the depredation of fws-legred and four-legged vermin, the
occupation would be very profitable; but one (nowy winter
drives them off the warrens never to return, and wipes out

the profit of many favourable years.

Sect. 6. Poultry.

The great demand in Briftol and Bath naturally induces
an attention to the rearing and fattening of all kinds of fowls.
Of late it has been found that potatoes, boiled and mixed
with the fkimmings of the pot, or with any other fat or
orcafy fubftance, is the cheapeft food that can be given to
all kinds of poultry, and fattens them in a few days, making

the fleth of 2 moft delicate colour and flavour.

Sect. 7. Pigeons.
Thefe are confidered fo ravenous and mifchievous, that

¢ few are kept.

SecT. 8. Bes.

Tt is to be regretted that thefe ufeful infects are fo little

ittended to.
Suppofe in each parifh of the county there were kept only
ten hives, and the average produce of each hive was twenty

pounds of honey, this would amount at the prefent price

g

tp near five thoufand a year, befides the value of the wax.
Though
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Though many directions have been given in books for
the prefervation of the lives of bees, and at the fame time
taking away their {tores, it does not appear that any of them
has been practifed in this county with fuccefs.

After they have fwarmed, driving them out of the full
hive, and putting an empty one in its ftead, has fometimes
anfwered the purpofe.

T'his fhould be done early in the feafon, fo that the bees

may have time to collect a {tore of food before winter.

e
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CHAPTER XIV,.

RURAL (ECONOMY.

SecT. 1. Labour.

P]:“HTC rate of wages, in hay and corn-harveft, is about
nine fhillings per week, with dinner and beer; at
other parts of the year about feven fhillings, with {mall-beer
or cyder.

Time of labour in the fummer from {ix to fix; in the

er from daylight till 1t 1s dark.

SECT. 2. Provifions.
In the year 1793 wheat was fix fhillings per bufhel,
( Winchefter) barley four fhillings and fix-pence, oats three
{hillings and three-pence, beef four-pence halfpenny per

pound, mutton four-pence halfpenny, pork five-pence, but-

ter nine-pence,* and cheefe, fix months old, forty fhillings
per cwt. Now, viz. January 1797, wheat is at feven
{hillings, barley three fhillings, oats two fhillings and three-

penice, per Winchefter bufhel; beef at fix-pence, mutton

five-pence halfpenny, pork feven-pence, b

1 { abter ame THL]3 - o sy g |
per pound, and cheefe fifty-fix i s per cwt. The

prices of all grain are declining rapidly;

that before the conclufion of the year 1797, they will be

very low indeed,

* In tj!:' VEeArs ;‘----I.r'. wheat was af fourteen fhillings ‘l"""f-":'li
barley five fhilli : | nine-pence, beef hve-
pence, b nec per cwt

_L:i
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In the alarming fearcity « f bread-corn, and the dearnefs
of all other grain, which wasfelt in the years 1795-6, the

attention of mankind was naturally direfted to an mveftiga-

it diitrefling evil migl

tion of thofle caufes frem which

have o

-_:,-}:|;_',!_ V drios WEre tic oplinions ol _,‘.L;I.;\}l].d on

} fabedd tated were the fn et [ G
71158 Jil_}-\ii_.l.ll- and the chier caules 1 dafcd, were, LNe conjoLi ation

.

=Y ol 5 . o ~n #0A97

of jarms, e comoihation

ne ¢ ad !
] ; /

-JIL (it '.lr L‘_’.II d ‘l|. JI.:-

T 11 4 o praple ave indonthiedlv A aliit 11

['houch all thefe caufes have undoubtedly contributed in
part to | |'-"~.|'-'.\.~; the L‘:!_'L. !.._ whichh we have had o much rea-
f, 1 - z 4 | Eo - et OmeTra e
ion to {3-.;.-3.-1;\ vet I think the great operati

- caufes have

tably accompany war.

From the year 1791 to 1796 we had not a firft-rate crop of
corn. T he fummer and autumn of 1792 were a continued
{eries of wet weather; both corn and hay were greatly injured

tle corn that was well

in harvefting, and confequently the

Fimarad adaarmcad T mess s ChisE andere all #hi .mu'.,r.... ]
lecured, advanced 1n price; F Ut Under ail tiicic Havouraonie

) A 1d Goecle i hand was (o confiderable: that
umitances, (]JL‘ Oid 1TOCK 111 hanad was 1o UkIEI.LI(,I.;I.'u;J that

LllLutl

i C

the price in 1793 did not exceed (in the county of Somerfet,

1 3\ g Bt i et . rvonerneanor buhel. Winche{le
at lealt) leven 1nuings and 1nx-pence pel bulnely Vv incielier.

: : S [ | s hear did ni
[he produce of 1792 beine 1 middling crop, wieat did not
| . :

- i 11 Rt s LR el S
experience much advance, till a probable agficiency 1n tne
e ® i J

g ilure in the

crop of 1794, accompanied with nearly a total fa

crop of 1,',|l['.,-‘ was difcoverable. Its advance then was very

rapid, and great part oif the old {tock being chaufted, ap

- E 1 " - . AT =
nrehenfions were entertained of an abfolute famine. We
may, therefore, from the €20 (tatement, draw this fair
inference, that three out of the vears before referred to
vere qdeft and that the crops of 1701 and
were deficicnt i and that the crops of 1791 and
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1793, though tolerable, were not fufficient to make good
the deficiency of the three unprodullive years.

For argument fake, let us fuppofe the average produce of
a good crop to be twenty bufhels per acre, and the average
confumption of the kingdom eighteen bufhels ?

Let us alfo fuppofe the average produce of 1792 and 1794
not to exceed fourreen bufhels, and that of 1795 not to ex-
ceed twelve bufhels per acre, the amount will then fland
thus, admitting that 1791 and 1793 were good years :1;'

produce:

1791, - - 20 bufhels per acre.
1792, - = 14 ditto.
1793, - - 20 ditto,
1704, - = 14 ditto.
1795y - - 12 ditto.

80 Produce of five e ye

go Confumption in ditto.

10 Deficient, or two buthels per zcre

PEr annum.

Admtting that three million of acres are annua ally fow
with wheat, a deficiency of two bufhels per acre, of produce,
compared with the confumption, would require an annual

importation, for the above ftated five years, of 750,000

Now, according to a certain writer, the importation from
foreign countries, for eighteen years, ending January sth,
1789, amounted to only 42,657 quarters of wheat, and
283,175 quarters of oats per annum.

¥rom the ftatement made in the firft report of the Selec
Committee J;menl-..d to take into confideration the means

1
113

of promoting the cultivation and improvement of wafte land,
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it appears that the total increafe, in the confumption of cattle
and fheep, for the laft ﬂxty—two years, amounts to the en-
ormous number of 32,854 head of cattle, and 203,290
{heep, or nearly th]tc—t.unl for the metropoiis .:':!:;m:; and as the
fize and weight, both of cattle and fheep, have probably in-
creafed at leaft one-fourth 1:.m:f; 1732, fuch augmented pro-

portion ought to be added to the calculation of confumption.

This denotes fuch an increafe, both of inhabitants and of

luxury, as muft have beca attended with a proportionate

confumption of butter, cheele, hay, &¢.; and if extended to

the '‘whole kingdom, clearly accounts for t the increafed price
vt L s ol oy
of the before-mentioned articles, and is a fufhcient apology
. e Srapd B et o T - e P 2 . e . T ) T
for that predile@ion for paffure land, which, for many years

paft, feems to have been uniy erfally manifefted.

T 1 . i~ 1 B . 5 +1- oy T 1alsmy
In the courfe of the laft t,'.n'l) years, the price of labour,

butter and cheefe, beef and hay, have advanced in price nearly
fifty pounds per cent. 1j::.1'1(_\_' and oats have alfo advanced
1';&1'.':.' or ﬂr!'l}' per cent. Not {o bread corn. 1f we except
the laft two years, that article has advanced but little; and

perhaps the average price of the lait thirty years, -..:|_=._l'_.'.

from 1764 to 1794, 1s not much hig]

¢
Y B, w b 4
i

714 LO !:‘ 4.
I et At el s la ranlalidasion of farmes. to which
Letus now advert to the conlfohdation Of 1dlIlls, 10 WL

T
i

the nn,:uuﬁ have n:trl!zutcu the J.'.'.f.' {i '-.;'.1:'-;; and here i

improved agriculture ."::‘.d were the prevailing wilh gratfied,
and the II:I'::n of fmall farms adopted, fuch a meafure mult
attended with 2 total extinftion of that energ and fpirit
which are the life and foul of adventure.

What would be the operation of fuch a fyftem in trade,

were the t'sLJil'!}L‘[', the cotton manuracturer, the artian, 1o be
3 h ! oy - I - 1 i
reftriCted to a limited capit Why, a total d¢ 0n ¢

= - -
— —n —
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all that animation and exertion which have gained to thent

. 1 Z Z = - = r sarlds i T PR [——
3 1;':1('_;_; \'{'l[]_] e W ll W :-.l'.]-. t-l.I\‘\.! WHICH ]l v ren 1L[LL!
- 1 { SMBTravarmeante ~ s ~E
their late and prefent improvements the object of general
= cdlic J =
1dmiration a tonifhment,
1 3 S s wra it i e
An eq 1 100 O 1 ms NEver I1as exiit hj-u no '.‘_.rl:];]
] )
{ ™ al ahilies Y PP | 4
i 1tinue, 1t had. I'he unequal ability of tenants, the
1 ) A AR P LR, T E TR, L T T
affiduity and ceconomiy ot lome contrafted with the indo-
O L R [ s el et i
lence and diffipation of others, the diverfity of foils, the

mode of manuring, courle of cropping, proximity or diitance
¢ 2iey | e L | Paecs, | g o A, Wt = ! -
rrom laree and iJi-'ihllfJL.h CILIES and towns, and variety ol

ftocking, are all fo unfettled in their nature and qualiues,
that what might be rz¢h¢ in one inflance, would be wronp

(=)

il dAnoticr.

Let me afk the advocates for fmall farms what occafioned
that conflolidation of h they fo much reprobate,

to which they attribute, in a great degree, that dearnefs

ow experiences. Was it not becatife the

r could afford to give more rent than the fmall?

d how was this to be done, but by an increafed produce !
And if an increafed produce was the confequence, how could
fuch a meafure operate in the way ftated ?
|- 1

But fome will fay, does not the confolidation of farms

alt as a check to population? 1 fay, no.

‘The ideas of large farmers are more expanded than thofe
of fmall. The extent of their capital; their more liberal
education, and more general intercourfe with the farmers of

other diftri¢ts; the diffemination amonelt thofe of know-

Jze, by means of books and agricultural focieties whereby

i 5 TE them long before they can pofiil ly be
the fmall farmer; all thefe comparative advan-

ges concur to introduce a fyltem of cropping, cleaning, ma-
710 ind ting the land, by which the m'cu:";lrj' manual

labour on a farm is ereatly increafed.  And what difference

-
15




is if fo the I‘Jun,'.;k whether this manual labour be tormed

] Tieel " P
bv the little farmer f

.' | i 1 1 A I '] 1
ify or by the ed labowrer of the

large farmer

T'rue it is, that where cottages are levelled, and the mar-

vied labourer is obliged to give way to the domeftick
fingle fervant, then its operation may be in fome degree f.
to population; but for this a remedy might devifed

On the whole, I am of opinion, that any f; lonted

by the Britith Leeiflature to limit the extent of farn

and

1Ls Operation.
i

l, from the preceding 1

Let it not be inferr

I am an advocate for farms

‘m fhould never be {o

cment.

1s) mav be fixed, it is difficult to fay, fr

1 e 1 & on 4e %} . o, I vey {3 Al Ly %]
the realons betore it ; pernaps in no cale fhould they

-
U3
o

e e iy ey
younds per apnum. 1

to produce, with good management, a

render its QCCUpPICr independent and con

As to dairy , they cannot well be too

One even fo low as fixty orfeventy pounds per annum
will afford a comfortable provifion for a family, be whaolly
conduted (ferving cattle excepted) by the fe

houthold; and the

le part thereof might increafe their

ncome by work ‘done for their n opulent
neighbours, the corn farmers of L
But the moft formidable objetion to laree corn f:

=y |

| remains to be anfwered, this is, the capacity which large

- e A Vo
[ 4 €rs Of Vv L€ produce 1ra
: T 1 r -l - IR JO, T 1 T
* Lt a tax be s i 1 I unmarried male-lervants ¢ 10 a4 C¢
1 od
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market, and thereby producing an artificial fcarcity; to
which may be alfo added, the p:"-lfﬂt?:!i:]!]f}' of combination
to enhance the price much beyond a due proportion.

In years of plenty, when the foil produces more than is
neceffary for the confumption of its inhabitants, the man
who holds back from market a part of this {I,]p;‘l'ﬁl‘,i:}‘1 {o
far from being an object of condemnation, ought rather to
be an obje&t of applaufe, in as much as fuch condu& tends
to prelerve a greater equality of price than could other-
wife exift.

In the latter end of the year 1791, and the beginning of
the year 1792, the price of wheat did not exceed fix fhil-
lings per bufhel.

I'he wet flummer of 1792 occafioned an advance of price,
but even then it did not exceed feven fhillings and fix-pence
per bufhel, nor did it much advance till 1794, when the
drought of the fpring having occafioned a total failure of
pulle, and a poor crop of wheat, the price advanced ra-
pidly, and at laft reached the enormous value of fourteen
fhillings per buthel.

Other caufes befide this deficiency of the crop may have
contributed to this alarming and melancholy event; but if
the foregoing obfervations are founded on fact, we may
fafely infer that the late dearnefs of wheat is eafily accounted
for, without having recourfe to the combination of farmers,
the monopoly of jobbers, or to any other of the caufes
before enumerated.

It arole from three years out of five of deficient produce.

/ !
jr ; o s | e T e e e hs armsges = s34 b
e aimefi rotal Janure 6 ,':.-'._f; in the vear 1 7 u..!“. and thé

ravages of war, which has not only leffened

= e s e L s - 1 . . e e e
lnportation, but has inevitably P! oduced in our fleets and
o
- . - M p R e T . P rel P S ot el e e v D C
armies a walteful expenditure of this neceflary article of
human food,

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XV.

POLITICAL (ECONOMY, as connefled with o
affeling AGRICULTURE.

SECT. I. [Roads.

!‘_)LI’E_H,ICK roads pretty good, confidering the traffick
.- upon them. Parochial ones ill managed, and bad; not-
withftanding good materials for keeping them in repair are
near and abundant. But fome examples are beginning to
be fet of more judicious management, by throwing the fides
to the middle, thereby widening the fpace of paflage, and
making drains at both fides. This obvious piece of ceco

nomy cannot be too much imitated.
SEcT. 2. Canals.

)

™1 iy Ale e A al il & IR g TR
iflf DG fé Coal (a.‘n‘..‘r;, "r'\.JI.:L[]. ]l.l.:\ twWo }'}1‘1',-_1._[,-\‘:-‘5

the one commencing at Paulton, the other at Radftock, and

both communicating with the Kennet and Avon canal;

~

i !
I
i

e Dorfet and Somerfet Canal, commencing near Nettle-

re, and extending through Frome to the county of

Dorfet; and the llchefler Canal; are the only three canals for
which allts have been obtained. Another was attempted
vhich was intended to commence : Pill near Briftol, and
which was mtended to commence at il near HIiitol, arda

R Ty e ek | .} ( - ] Weltarn canal ar 'Taunton
to communicate with the Lrand vV eltern canal At 1L auritorn
This Briftol and Weftern canal, as it was called, might
kave been carried near fifty miles without a lock, and for

y

the moft part threugh a ftrong clay foil. It would, in con
junction with the Grand Weftern canal, (an act for whi

i e e el R RS I S e et
been obtained) have dehvered coal to the inhabitants ot
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the county of Devon at nearly

21y DEcaule ne conceilved that

NOLErs oL 1t

1|C i|;:l.] not been treated ul

\‘.J'[E. L};,L,'U'.]‘I_'Iil_: deflc ENnce and J'_i-

- , L
'.]Z'.'.!‘-. rairs are neld in to rict,
are the only towns wiicil ave a weer
fequence
lequence.
o i l:' -

t 4N b L d .: "‘-n .\l'. i -\: . ._
i

ana 1 m tihe ber « g h: i
have fome effeét on the a nle

‘The town and parifh of Frome are ft und to contain
nearly feventeen hundred families, or about ten thoufand
people; more than one-third of which 1Erually
mediately {upported by the 1 tures fpoken of




SOMERSETSHIRE,

, tages of life. Machinery mu/? and be univerfally
) troduced, otherwife the diftricts, where 7t 75 not w/ed. muft '
be facrificed to thofe where it 1. Would the Il.';:'_: iaty in
terfere to fufpend its operations, or limit its p his

uld be incompatible with its wifdom and juftice. To

v only 1ls part:ac effapviifmment, would be f;:)p]'x.'u.‘- c; o

1d bhe miiinane: bharn T P prar
ac uld be rumous; becaule fuch machiner Y3
1 + hranche e e vl o L e s
W L branchnes of manufacture, and a few -

allotted to each, is not only fulceptible of, but it is

rtly be, in a ftate of migration. In York-

viiere it nas received a -‘ft.;-_{lu: oI perfection, and an
Y B

extent of eftablilhment, beyond that of any other part of the

kingdom, I have been informed, from indifputable authority,
that before the prefent war, the great demand for the pro-
d f the mant but few, in comparifon, to

It to e What the prefent fituation

!
1

in this momentous relation to national p.-'u]'pcri[};,

ntially to deferibe, but general ru-
mour ftates it as a melancholy reverfe.
hether the ntroduction of machinerv for the expe-

ning, &c. will enable the manufaCturers to

- " L L e T, T I L S S, ST R 3 B
MAKE More ciotll, Or WhELNEr a number or the 'I:-_]-.__IE muit be
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ferioufly diftreffed. Landed property in the neighbourhood
will be heavily burthened; and the children muft migrate
and feek fubfiftence by other employ where it can be found.
Should this be the cafe, many other profeflions and em-

sloyments, which are either mediately or immediately con-

o

g -

nected with this manufalture, or otherwife dependant on
the populoulnels of the neighbourhood, will be ultimately
affeCted. Further, the agriculture of the Weftern part of
Wiltfhire, and the North-Weftern part of Dorfetfhire, muft
partake of the confequence of fuch a migration; for the
lands about Frome or Shepton not being well adapted to

tillage, the inhabitants are chiefly fupplied with corn and

orain from thofe counties. The afliftance of machinery was
had recourfe to by the manufacturers of Frome and Shepton

from abfolute neceflity; for had they continued in the old
method, their trade muft have been loft; and indeed now

‘turers are beforehand with them

the Ihorth-country manu 3
S

particularly in the application of water, the beft primum

}

He O all machinery.™
J

It is much to be feared, that t

" 1 1
1€ '|!|"!i rovements ailreaay
E

made, and thofe now going on, will ultimately be the means
.

5 : 3 - 14 3 “ther cotintrie y FHE Pire
of dilieminating manuiacwures 1 other countries, to the pre-

is ¥ ] ] - - | W _.‘,
judice ot the export trade of britain.

1 ¥ 1 =il 1 N armin FAwm
€€ are allo 1everal 'Iilll].‘s on the Avon 1ol El_(‘:...'!..."_

iron and copper, and fundry others for the [pinning of

worlted, and {pinning and weaving of cotton. 'Ihe effect

on Lisi;LLl_.L,lq.' 145 DLL]I\.L}::[.DJJI. y [NE€ pay Of mcn, 1n tic

e e —— — - - mm e

{ 1 r 1 e into
1 5 1
TAEIr T D 4] Lik I n ex L I
i - 8 1
W L 1= firfl de 1 I 1 P :
then e 11 yal s which mac uld beflow
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“harveft, has been greatly advanced, and that of wo-

d children doubled.

1

be faid, that this diftri¢t cannot boaft of any prac-

M- agriculture which are peculiar to itfelf; the cultiva-

= (CaEIES .iu\! Woad '\..\'.L.;Nl_‘d.

-

n ] 25 1N recewving e -:“L"-"-:'-"\.'i-'-}'\.'llt O more €n-

‘Uituriils are very low, notwithitanding it has
£ - : = 5 | = el « ar - S

i avery i;.,--.ﬂ.i.ﬂm: Agricuiture society, w hich

Ty e e il Ratha reoere Fosi b i as It I

1145 1 €lid T 1 1'1 Dathh near twenty yLdls. I rom tie

tardinefs before mentioned, it feems difficult to devife any

-

v § e - r :
a itronger delir of 1mpt vement. Draimn=

r thetr et dands, folding fheep on their upianas, feeding

thety {

CHWs auringe winter in 1 ';’Jrrfff.'.'—_',;..?: y ana mori

JTeqH

marling, naturally prefent themfelves as the chief objells of

notice; and it is efpecially defirable, that thefe practices
might be ftrongly urged, if any means could be happily
found to do it effectually.

M 2 MIDDLE
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CHAPTER 1.

GEOGRAPHICAL STATE AND CIRCUMSTANCES.

SITUATION AND EXTENT.

Tiﬂ' middle divifien of the county is the largeft, being
that part comprehended between the _‘.I-c;u,:p hills on

the North-Eaft; Quantock-hill and the foreft of Neroche
the South-Weft; parts of Devonfhire and Wilts on the
South-Eaft; and the Briftol Channel on the North-Weft.
It includes the city and borough of Wells, the boroughs of
Bridgwater, Ilchefter, and Milborne-Port, and the market-
towns of Axbridge, Shepton-Mallet, Glaftonbury, Brewton,
Caftle-Cary, Wincanton, Somerton, Langport, Yeovil,
South-Petherton, Ilminfter, Crewkerne, and Chard, toge-
ther with their adjacent parifhes and villages, amounting in

the whole to between four and five hundred thoul ind acres.

CLIMATE AND SOIL.

The climate of this diftri& may, for the moft part, be
pronounced mild and temperate; but on fo varied a furface
an uniformity of foil cannot be expetted.

On the borders of Wilts and Dorfet the lands are hizh,
and partake of the foil and management of thole counties

fheep-

e = — . - p— L —
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{heep-walks and co

yandry I"he farms are here ].1.: , dlld joi
. ~ i b | aars
tingly purlued. feldom fow
o S 1
and fallowing e " Or IIVe years
T S nE e ona e and R ren A
i N€ C is OI a Z00d qually, and inds « readay

1, Bruton, and other markets.

yroduced in

-« 3
Materials 10r €x-

’olden and Ham-

ute fome of the inte-

thin, and the ef
field, no confiderable improvement can be effected without

C}'.'E.:.f_'-: in the 1}‘;.- m of management.

a fundamenta

~ - 1 n - , Pe 1

ce we defcend into the marfh or fen-lands, whicl

e |2 (e (T S Pl AR Ty e
al€ alv L"'.\'L! into two di.ll'. ?."l_q '[1_.1[.:-\...,“_., brent=Viar] Iy and ?.}...
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T'his country has been heretofore much neglected, being
1

he

f gentlemen’s houfes, probably on account of the

waters, and unwholfome air; but of late many

efforts have been made to improve the {oil, by draining and

inclofing, under a variety of aéts of parliament. ‘The be-

i B

o therefrom has been aftonifhing. The rhynes

neceffarily cut to divide the property, together

ening of the general outlets, difcharge fo much
of the fuperfluous water, that many thoufand acres, which
;| 1 iy

heretofore were overflown for months together, and of

i

courfe of little or no value, are become fine grazing and

dairy lands ; to'the great emolument of the individual pof-

s, as well as the benefit of the community. The quan-

tities thus inclofed in Brent-Marfh, within twenty years paft,
under authority of parliament, are as follows :

ACRES.

< together with 1,100 acres of

VvV edImMore and vicdl

g7 i J turf-bog as yet unimproved.
Compton-Bifhop 300

(Tl,._zi".a_.=_|bm'}' — 1,500 Ditto 300 ditto

Welthay, &c — 1,700 Ditto 1,000 ditto

''''' 2,000

1,200

Wale IB T . -
1,000 Ltto 400 ditfo
i I
o000

17,400 2,800 of turf-bo
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Of thefe feventeen thoufand four hundred acres,

out of feven are cleared of flagnant water, and

productive: on the turf-bog but little in

|

s Bk r ¥ s - 1 1 i
lace.* There remain about three thot

hich ‘the turf-bi |
( k-1
Wish .y [
w ill the meors withn f
Ma be underftood, that

¥ = e B T H ‘ Fa Al = 3 }
drains, under fuch a variety of alls, and at fuch

3

ISCLT ha 1 2 ' 4 o -t he ~n L.
an nave the molt Pericct mnuence on the country;

particularly when it is confidered, that the river Axe has no

= By e o
1€ []}L.', which flows feveral miles, and choaks

r part of it with /

imey to fuch a degree; that many
1 r s ==
thouland acres adjoining

he upper parts of the river are, in

g .
much mjur

conlequence thereof,
2 b

Y | 1 . I B e Tt itad )y AR 1 [
with proper lluices, erected near the Briftol Channel. fome
g S e 1 i i | - s~ . ]
4DIC WINAINgs of the niver (hortened.
)it only the mc S, but

¥ 4 s § - - -
d thereby ) the ount

I it nnut.
L ) . - . o ekt B

river Brue a much more confide part

of Brent-Marfh than the Axe, and has 1 barrier to the tid

(which rifes t

i e
#1111C -]

B

1

T T
UL dllil

ter mark, that the is very imperfedt, and the |
lands, which lie fome miles up the river, are frequently
commoded by the land floods.

On the confines of h or turfl

the north

1 i ]
c the It {ix thouland ; b
e L -
= n T
I V
belore the i fi1 k pl
by
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I.. .
ance to the y to have thefe bogs perfectly di d
and cor lated, I fhall endeavour to fugeeft a plan whereb
this defirable effect may, in my opinion, be attained,
The caufe of inundation  this level

arifes from the outfalls

0 Up €Ither Dy e ¢

lection of fea-mud in the river, or

between it and the

porous egar

for all the purpoles of vegetation.

['he annexed plan

1, drawn by Mr. W

ain the obiet in vies

her avnlanatinam 16 1IRPners
el CXPIAlidtiofn 1s LIl

a more diftin:

{ 1 — | e . " Tx
4 oI the general dengn than words.
I he prefent outlet at Highbr s not only of infu
lepth, but is fituate fo far inland, that the flime and mud
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choak up the niver, and the current is not rapid enough to

diflodoe the fame.
I am aware that many of the proprietors of land in Hunt-

adl

fpill, Mark, &c. will objelt, under an idea that their lands

will be made #22 dry, and that in the fummer feafon th

tock will be deftitute of water. But this objection, and
indeed every other drawn from the apprehenfion of a too
) i

liberal difcharge of water, may be obviated, by #/

cine batches

e Pl Sl 1 LA o e U ey Lo svarmaflarog el D |
at tie d; nt briages, which will be neceffary both for pub-

11CK and private accomimodation.
A na SRR SRS I b : oy,
An unmprovement of fuch magnitude cannot be effeéted

ent; and all perfons re-

|9 L
i

-l‘ 1y -I > . |
without the auti

P i e e T R 5 e b ey | 3 &
ceiving benefit muft be burthened with a rate proportionate

to the advantages derived, I'his affeflment may be made
£ )

bir cAamim anmatnted  ase Galst } . |

DY cominii dPPONIED, DUl lubiect to an appeal

to the court of quarter-fefiions; and the drains, when finifh-

ed, thould be put under the

ICvvicl os

I will now endeavour

bals] 1+ vy fork ATIAME 1S AT A - . - 4
Lanic COlLL, and dpicquent improvement : but in this I do
R e e e )y pRi=n S 1 o
not pretend to accuracy; futhee it to fay, that the apparent
+1 s % b 1 »

} - : Fosva - g o PR, L . ; 9
DENECIL 10 Ffar e€xcecdas the utmolt latitude of L,"-E"‘\,'E'ECL"\ tnat

T P R e e e o g T
B lolld oujection can lie on that head.
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B : AT a1 ood ks T iarose fica AT
Lrent-IViap O and the IKKIVEYr £1X€ DJ.T.‘;.’,."‘-_Q
J &

Dr. : £,
To at of parliament, gaining confents, &c. —-— 400
To {luice at letter a near the river Perrott = —— Tolo
To twelve miles of new drain, average depth fif-

teen feet _ — 12,000
To ]QJ\.'.'L_'[']HIE_: river Brue three miles e 1,500
To purchafe of land —_— — 2,000
To bridges, hatches, &c. i — 2,000
“T'o fluice on the Axe near Hobb’s boat e 500
To one mile and half of new drain -—  J,5C0
To lowering the river Axe fix miles —_— 1,000

To purchafe of land — — 1,000

I'o commiflioners, furveyor, &c. — 2,500
<yWl0
e of S sm— . 331525

By gooco acres turf bog improved, at the moft

moderate computation, 15s. per acre, making

- - = S FRTEE b =P o
{f 5 ] -i"_"'. annum, twenty-Iive vyears PL'-.ClI--’-lL 108
by 15,000 acres of fooded land IMProve I0s.
ey e el o S cxrar bt fArs 1raa
i‘-_I 4Cr'e, Ol 7500L lJ'._i AU, twenty-ave years
t"-l:-h';' — et !‘H?\SH" »

On the fide of the river Axe, the expence of :

13 s nond fAve thonifand ootnds -
would not exceed Ve T uland }L]'.-.Il\.-:L

can be no doubt that the low lands near Axbridge, C
Nyland, Draycot, Rodney-Stoke, Weltbury, &c. would
be improved at leaft four thoufand per annum. As a far-

13

ther fimulus it mioht be urged, that the air would be ren-
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dered more healthful, and the exhalations which now rife
from fo large a body of ftagnant water, and are wafted by
the winds to the high corn-lands of the Mendip-Hills, to
their great detriment, would be unknown,

Were the turf-bogs reclaimed and made produdtive, I
think this diftriét might be confidered as one of the moft
fertile in the kingdom. The vales are formed principally
by mud, carried down by the rivers which flow throueh ity

and depofited there by the tides oppofing the current thereof.

Many ages muft have been required to effect this, but it is
evident that the whole of this diftrit is raifed to a confi-
derable height above its original level; and that the turf

bogs were in former days dry and firm land, not fubjett to

inundation from the fea, or to

waters; elle, how can we account for timber trees of great

(T

dimenfions, both oak, fir, and willow, being found at the

in the 1ame erect

depth of fifteen or twenty feet, ftanding

[s

pofture in which they grew; and reeds and otl
plants, at the fame depth and in the fame pofture. Human
bones, furze-bufhes, and nut-trees with nuts, have been
found at the fame depth, Now it is manifelt, that neither
furze nor nut-trees will grow under water

It appears therefore probable, that the whole of this level
was at a former period dry, firm land; and that by fome
violent convulfion of nature it became of a {udden inun-

dated.* Thisis in fome degree confirmed by the extraor-

dinary depth of the clay or found ground, on the verge of

#* Some objedtions may be | idden in-
L'!':-’..!:l--':l1 ITOI 1]:{' L.l.-.-‘._'.' L DO 111 O ]. 1 LI :"c:‘
ging the Sedgmoor drains. ndden
:"\'-"‘-!_, it 1s reafi itrated.

]. B.
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4
J

the Highlands; and it is well known, that in many parts of

this kingdom the fea has

gained on the land, and in other

parts the land has gained on the fea.

The improvement of fuch a tra& of unprodu&tive land

would impart the moft pleafing fenfations to the mind; and

I verily think, that #ws

prover lateral ditches, fuch as I have now fuge
s I ) ot

increafe the rent of this di

during the laft

[

orand drains, accompanied with

fted, would

(trict eight or ten thoufand pounds

3

The profit which has attended the improvement already
1

twenty years is, I thould think, a

fufficient incentive. Scarcely a farmer can now be found

who does not poflefs a confiderable landed property; and

many whofe fathers lived in idlenefs and floth, on the pre-

Carious illppt'r{ of a few haif-

rved cows, or a few limping

geefe, are now in affluence, and blefied with every needful
~— 4

fpecies of enjoyment. Diforders of the body, to which the

= 1 ' - . = e
{tacnant waters heretofore fubjected them, are now fcarcely

1

known: and the inhab

: I e
o [ 10
- ..‘.JLi id 42C.

ants for the moft part arrive to a

SOIL,

The foil of thefe moors may be comprehended under fous

divifions:

1/7. Strong, dry, and fertile clay, of a confiderable depth.

pu

Red earth, of var

ious depths, from one foot to fix

eet, covering the black moory earth of the heath.

2dly. Black moory earth on the furface, with a fubftratum

f clay at various depths.

1 |
oI CK

4thly, and lajtly. The turf-bog.

The firft of thefe defcriptions of land may be confidered

larly fo in a wet fummer.

[f fhut up early in the fpring, it

will
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will produce from two to three tons of bay per acre. Its

value may be eftimated from two to three pounds per acre,

and it is for the moft part devoted to grazing,

e 1 1]

* 1 Ft | - ¥ -y w i --“ +F Lo Tal S N g |'___
[t is no lels remarkable than true, that this fand will rat

{heep nearly as well 1n the winter as the luminer, 1t not
ftocked more than one to an acre.
Tl 3 ! . Ifina Fror thha 1n { 1-
I'he vaft advantage relulting from the inclofure of the
walte lanas 1n the parunes ociorce Cnuimcrated, 1s 101
oy i 1 b

1 + it AsYaTY e 1T 9 Ve |
ity tnat WNocvcl rumns th: o
A moiety of the manor of Wedmoor mizht have been

purchafed, about twenty years ago, for twenty thoufand

nounds. Itis now worth feven thouland pounds per annum.
The improvements in Huntlpill, Mark, Mere, Glaftonbury,

3 - S, [EINR o st (T I 3 5 [abtare —
ton, &c. &c. are nearly fimilar. In the latter hamlet,

- 1 1 & A e ar ey i) o prn (R ISR, S g it A e
1Noic its of commeon, when mcloled, have been lold for

- . B Aot arnndes and otk e Eany
more than eight hundred pounds; and all this without any

=

concomitant inconvenience, At firft the {cheme was highly

unpopular, and its firft promoters were on the eve of falling
a facrifice to popular fury and refentment, but by coolnefs

| 1 hara Lo Foarms al .
and perfeverance they weathered the ftorm: all parties are

now { cknowledege the wildom of the meafure.

of the poor’s rate been in any d

A ne Fac #ha ad
INOr Das tne a

equal to what has been experienced in neighbouring parifhes,

where no inclofure has taken place, as will
+

following flatement ;

e 1A - ' O
;'1'.‘11-’-'.i1'.T oI }}f.“-"-’_'-]':'.'.‘. | Amount or P;,-":! -rate

EVEN years previous

1 : Yr r Y 3 1

tey the 1t A e L the inelaliire ]

L0 tOe Incioiure ak_: -}Z to the 1 1O1LUTE f‘
J

(L

HUNTSPILL.

Ditto - = - - =~ 1561 || Dittoe - - - - 2204
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MARK.

i
1
i
]

Ditto

- I-':Hj Il DIfto = « = = 21672

Ditto - - - - - 2016 || Ditto - - - - 2170

. r T sralineslar -
,-'\["l |,"|;;j[",,‘_L{'L’. 'I"_"i:'L'i‘:';I'lﬂ'W Nece '!,nu} ACCOT ]1.: ,_‘ ing {“"h an

100N Ol k:':L‘L]i'Ll-lHL' LdlllUy muit nevitao
Wk oA mranort ats AAdTAreS r +tha At e l"" ) e s P

will a r.l.[!;LJ[JL..Lul.‘.L'L advance 1n e ] ar § I1CVY 5 DCLACE,
. o 11 HEvE + ke anr puen T]' . -'.-'".’1'-'

men cannot, in an mitant, by any, even tic 1ron

1

$ - s s 1ifa Af lalhmiie am
r g ot {loth to a lite ol labour and

|. ] -.., _— -’
e rouled trom a

1y iy

a@ivity. To this may be added, that at part of the
extra levy arifes from the bigh demand for ) flock; and 1t

15 found that for feveral years pait the rafe€s are declining,

1. i

thitanding the poor are treatea w

notwi h much more libera-

lity than heretofore.
-

1

- ; (o Tandal #a airaya Ty
ion of property, on thefe lands, 1s effected by
)

[
f

eicht feet wide at the top, three feet and half wide

. bottom. and five feet deep, which may be cut in the

' 1 2 - " h A ¥ | ¥ Lha by ey
1 L\. ror L‘.\'e_:‘.:zr—;}:_hd' per rope; and on the black
C‘_."l.L:!'.L]L and red earthh at hxteen-pence pEr 10pPL, which is

about one penny per cubic yard.

At thefe prices a good workman will, in the fummer, earn

in winter two fhillings.*

ir waters into the rivers; and

keep back water, 1n tumes of

s, on thefe ftrong clays, are fonc

- 1 1
aliearing as a rcudiofn, that LlJL‘. Naroour iilcs,

: trees allo pre-

i Progreis In 1z
L <

vent a free circulation of air. Experience confirms the wil-

4

per rate ?

1
aom
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DI IRE. .l;r.}
He 1 1 pecomes contented, and, during tne time ot his
wbode, feeds in the ifame manner as he would w the piece
CVCl Q ar tWO INOoncns Ireiudchn 1 .:,'
piece, the a nal DeCoImes « lied with 51 101, d
] i b
tires | nis | B y i 1L2d DY o B 11 na t."'\'
# o
y A 1 1 o
the € I aun I De 5 o 1d traveries
¢ d. confun ( Mol t
, i i uming, ol ¢ e or Wit
1 + 41 -ty
his teet than with his mout
i - 1 - % 1 1) 4
In ever lo large an incl 1 ockKed ) every part

of the field is tainted with the breath of the animal lome
time or other in the courle of twenty-four hours, and it is
uthing how foon they become difeufted : in chaneing
rom field to feld it is ol e SR = B e
from Ieid to neld it i1s not io. Lvery fortnight or three

v of untainted food, which eratifies their

weeks bring a fup

ne amuies them, and increales

PPy E o S HA 1 ; 3
[ put on ticle 1andas, I1s the contents

".i]‘.l [nis, ".'-_lil:'.:J;E;i{:l,l'_. Inanace -

ment in the method of grazing, is {ufficient to keep them in
unabating fertility.

Some of this clay land, when tilled, has been known to
produce ten or twelve fucceflive crops of wheat, without an

intervening fallow or fallow crop. 1 was fhewn a field in the

parifh of Mark, which had growing in it the nineteenth

of wheat; and I verily think the produce was not lefs than

ffty Winchelfter bulhels per acre. No manure had been
put on it during the whole time, fave the contents arifing
from the cleanfing of the ditches, T he ffubble was mown

every year, and carried off; two ploughings only were given
- ~ £ AR Poes ) thea et e T H 1 = i
it, after which the wheat was fown in the months of No-
- - ~ . 1 Y e i i 8 Py PV ol SRR Rt |
vember or December, under furrow, in eicht-furrow ridges,

after the rate of two bufhels anc

T I il b S . : 20 ] ol
clods, and {moothing the furface of theridge with a fpade.
» The
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The average produce per year, z’or the whole eighteen '
' vears, was eftipated to ex cceed thirty-five bufhels per acre.
" Thl": ;E“'rmiﬂﬁ,]r;_-_: fertility of foil can only be afcribed to
the invigorating principle of the faline particles with which
the land is impregn ated. They enable it to produce a fuc-
1-.' ceffion of crops, which in common land would reduce the
foil to a mere caput mortuun.
Notwithftanding this encouragement to tillage, the plough

4 lies idle, and nineteen parts out of twenty remain in grafs,
j though it is apparent that the value of the land, in fee, might
be gained in a few years.
| The fecond defeription of foil found in this diftri&, .
it namely, a firong red earth over a pure clay, poflefles alfo ,
many good qualities; it is neither fubject to injury from an 1

excefs of wet weather, nor does it burn in a drought.
§ This foil, formed by a depolfit wathed from the hills, may
be confidered as a fine vegetable mould, and, if tilled, Is ca-
f pable of bearing a variety of crops in the higheft perfection.
'- Its value is about forty-five fhillings per acre, and its pro-

duce of hay about two tons.

Black moory earth is the third fort of foil found in this - :
level, and on it extraordinary improvements have been -
effefled, by covering the furface with a thick coat either of
clay or red earth. ;

|

In its natural ftate it is in a great meafure unproduttive,

yielding fcarcely any herbage, fave carnation q:ai:‘ rufhes,

“ and other aquatic productions. The deficiency of this foil
arifes from the want of tenacity. The beft means of im-

fe provement is compleat draining, and after that a liberal co
| vering with clay or red earth; thefe will freely incorporate
I.' with the foil, and make it fufficiently firm. After fuch im-
i provement, no kind of land is more produdtive, particu

'!. in a dry fummer.

T 1
i
i
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I have this year feen land of this defcription, fpring-fed
till the 12th of May, yield by the 24th of June two tons of
hay per acre; and Mr. Lax, on his farm at Godney, has,
for five years paft, kept twenty cows and a bull throughout
the year on thirty-five acres of land.  His plan is to winter
hayne* fifteen acres, This, on an average of feafons, is fit
to be ftocked the beginning of April, and is fed till the r2th
of May. By this time the remaining twenty acres are in
fufficient ftrength to take the cows, and will keep them till
the after-grafs of his mown ground is fit to receive them;
then the unfed grafs in the fummer-leaze is immed, which
yields from five to ten cwt. of hay per acre; this is given to
the cows when they are dry, namely, in the months of
December and January. After they have calved, which is
from the beginning of February to Lady-Day, they are fup-
plied with the beft hay; here are more than thirty tons of
hay produced, fo that twenty cows cannot poffibly want
winter provender.

Not many years fince this farm was part of an extenfive
moor, inclofed by A& of Parliament, and was purchafed by
Mr. Lax, of the Commiflioners, at fifteen pounds per
acre, to which add five pounds per acre for draining and
claying, making in the whole twenty pounds per acre, at five
per cent. the rent will be twenty fhillings per acre.

* It is o/d Englith, and found in all bocks and laws relating te
forefls.

N2 DEETOR,
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DEBTOR, P,
To rent of thirty-five acres, at 20s. per acre 35 0 O
To taxes, highways, &c. — - — I § O
T o dairy women, and all other incidental expences,
twenty-five fhillings per cow — e
T o expences making filteen acres of hay, at twelve
fhillings peracre — —— - — 9 0 O
Ditto (kimming and making fummer-leaze hay 3 v
To fences — — — - — 1 I5
To intereft of capital — — — — S=510"10
32 1
Profit 117 1cC
CREDITOR. Lor & de
By fixty cwt. cheele, at fifty fhillings per cwt. 150 0O ¢
By twenty calves - - - — 15 O ¢
By butter — — - - — 15 O©
By hogs — e -— - - 0 0
£.200 0O «

Though the produce of cheefe, in comparifon with the
general produce of the county, was fmall, it muft not be
fuppofed that the deficiency arofe from any want of food,
but principally from the cows being young, and of a fimall
breed.

; Turf Bag.

The laft fpecies of {oil is the Tu:
I

The furface of this foil is of a light, fpungy, tough tex-

ture, full of the fibrous roots of plants, and withal fo matted
together, that a fpade or knife muft be made very keen to

e Aty b
[;-’...th’.i.'.
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e penetrate it. Immediately under the turf, or fward, is found
i the vein of black moory earth, fo unlike in its nature to the
? peat which lies underneath, that when cut with it, and
. dried, it will fall off and [eparate from it.
This mould is of good quality, and will bear both natu-
ral and artificial grafs in great abundance. It is alfo an ex-
x
= cellent manure for clay or any other heavy land, This black
' moory ftratum is from one to two feet in thicknels, and un-
derneath is found the peat, which is from three to fifteen
___. feet in depth.
Under the peat is a bed either of clay or fand; the peat is
full of flagey leaves and hollow ftalks of ruthes. Thefe
- veoetable matters are accompanied with a fubftance like pitch,
of a bituminous nature, which lies between the ftalks of the
rufhes and the leafy remains, and conftitutes the inflammable
- part there of. It is ufed as the common fuel of the country,
6 0 and makes a clean and pleafant fire, particularly well adapted
g to the purpofes of the dairy. An acre of land will furnith an
immenfe quantity, infomuch, that in the parith of Catcott
it has been fold, for a term of twenty-one years, as high as
i thirty pounds.
Lo There is no great difficulty in the mode of curing peat.
o In the months of May and June it is cut out with a Keen
L _L.“ inftrument into the fhape of bricks, left fingle on the ground
P I'::' for a few days to dry, by which time they lofe part of their
Lo moifture, and become firm enough for piling in pyramidal
e heaps of about a waggon load each; in this ftate they are
compleatly dried, and then {ell for ten fhillings per waggon
load on the land where they are dug; and the price of dig-
h tex ging and carrying is five fhillings per load, Though the

mattid ) outer coverine or {ward of this bogoy land will burn, yet 1t
. E5) :

keen 10 is not much efleemed as fuel, be

v {oon confumed.

Befere
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Before I fuggeft a method of improving thefe bogs, let
let me advert to the probable caufe of their prefent fterility.
I conceive then, that ftagnant water is the grand operative
principle which has for ages kept the fuperftratum buoyant,
and {fwimming as it were on its furface; this lifts up and
fwells the foil, making it fhake and give way on treading,
In confirmation of this idea, it is found, that at the depth of
four or five feet the black earth becomes a mere pulp, in
which an iron rod will defcend with a trifling exertion to
the furface of the clay; and it invariably happens, that the
worfe the bog the deeper the clay.

In the third defcription of land, ftated at the beginning of
this difquifition, the clay is found at the depth of three, four,
or five feet, and gradually finks thence to the loweft part of
the peat bog, where it is found at the depth of eighteen or
twenty feet. If, therefore, the furface of the two forts of
land were equal, one foot of ftagnant water on the clay of
the former would be accompanied with fourteen or fifteen
feet on the clay of the latter. Such a body of water con-
tinually remaining at all fealons of the year, (for in the dryeft
fummer I conceive its diminution does not exceed three or
four feet) cannot fail of rendering the furface cold and un-
productive.

Agreeably to this thecyy, the furface muft rife in the win-
ter, and fubfide in the fummer months; and this 1s verified
by fact, for certain fixed bodies are feen over the moor zt

certain feafons, which cannot be defcried at others. *

f. F

ol 4
Y 1Ay 1

1at another caufe, belide that which is

might contribute to this phenomenon, viz. a copious fog at

es hovering over the moor, by which fome extraordinary refrac-
15 are known to take place, and exhibit the appearance of ohj

atly abewe the horizon, which in reality are delogu it. ALC.
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If thefc 51:'c.rf;=.'-.'\ be admftted, it - follow S that the only ra-
dical cure muft be compleat draining, and after that, burning
the matted [furface; the former, 1 think, may be effelted in

the manner before and the /attsr in the following way,

without any ereat difficulty oi expence.
In the months of March or April, when the land is dr

let 1t be ]'Z:'Jli shed as Lr;u.'p as !3?{ 1’.:"‘H_‘___: horles can ‘i\]fJLi_-_-,"}i its

thi 11 {3
L

this will coft about twenty fthillings per acre. In this ftate
let it remain till the fod is dry enough to burn, then fet fire
to the plit as it lies, or elfe provide 3 yourfelf with fome keen
» knives of about a foot in breadth, the cutting part
of which fhould be of a femicircular form; with thefe, let
the 1"1r be cut into parts of about two feet and a half in
length, and let your burners reduce them to afhes as faft as
-.'..Jazc'h being fpread equally on the furface and

ow the ground about the middle of May with

and a half of buck-wheat per acre, two bufhels
of ray-grafs, and five pounds of white Dutch clover. The

coft of all this will be nearly as follows per acre.

L. s d.

o —_— I 0 O

burning —— 012 O

ams e

e — 0 5 ©

e —_ —_—— 0 I O

One ‘:-.;;_.-:_-l and half of buck-wheat ~ 0 6 o0
Two b”i.‘l 3 fJ'F ray-gr '; —_—— O 5 0
Five pounds of Dutch clove s DA O
Tithe —_— —_ 0 3 ©

p
4219 O
N. B. If the furface be very tough, it might be right to

Should
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Should the fubfequent fummer be moift, it is probable
that the produce of buck-wheat might be equal in value to
the expenditure; but fheuld it even entirely fail, the arti-
ficial grafs will amply repay the expence and exertion of the
hufbandiman.

After the buck-wheat i1s harvefted, let lateral trenches be

cut at the diftance of thirty-five feet, emptying themfelves

into the great drains; thefe trenches thould be twelve inches
wide, and fixteen inches deep, and will coft about one penny
per rope (twenty feet) or about five fhillings per acre.

The contents of thefe trenches being for the moft part
black mould, will be excellent manure for the artificial grafs,

and fhould be fpread thereon without delay. 1t might be
advifeable for the firft year or two, either to mow or feed
with {?:-.-;}.-. avoiding the tread of heavy cattle till the land
has fully fubfided ; and if clay or red earth could be procured

< iodirate dillbiaeds ot ik an aerabonal lornkline
within a moderate diftance, give it an occaiional ipringling

therewith, after tl

ie rate of thirty or forty cart-loads per acre.
I have not the leaft doubt but with this management, or

with fomething fimilar thereunto, the turf-bogs might be

¥ I armd miada ¢ PR ool s e R :

all reclaimed, and made worth twenty-five or thirty thillings
i | - 3 o =

per acre. And as a proof thereot, I need f-‘E][}' Initance tne
il d rmravemente 1lready miade ar 1 % "l arritier o wth
Vit l..:!-Ll'\]'.KL.l\..n.‘- il O nl‘.\ madac, and Iitll Carl --I.J;L OI1 Wil
R | |y Mt

i

unremitting alfiduity, by Mr. MoxHam, of Glaltonbury,

whole exertions 1n this way hiehly merit the warmeit en-

comiums.

 F t the ailiftance of the ploueh. he has. bv drainine
vy JLIIOUT e ailiance or L El'l““'l 1y IC ,].'..“_., YW draminge

and eartiung, advanced land of the foregoing deicriptien

y . { e e e ey oy E S0 T e L1, < ey
O one Uiung Jer acre 1o tnirty 1nuinges. PilS € '-l‘-L."mL‘:j

- o : r . 1
it muft be allowed, are great, for he puts one hundred cart-

1 : i i
10dd5; NAdY, 1IN 10N INIANCEs, O1¢ hundred and fifty cart-

, = s (i e o P s Nedlnna e
oads of red earth per acre, which being halled one miie and

half or two miles, the coft muft be more than ten pounds

i
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per acre; yet notwithftanding this bountiful and expenfive

manuring, the advance in the value of the land amply com

penfates; for the original price of thefe bogs was two pounds
per acre iz fee, and many hundred acres may now be bought
at that rate.

Mr, MoxHAM contends, that a covering of red earth,
fuch as he beftows, is ablolutely neceffary to kill the old
fward; and it muft be admitted, that the end propofed is
effeCtually obtained ; but then the land is for fome time un-
productive, and the expence is alfo fo enormous, that few
farmers would have courage to go through fo cofily an ex-
periment.

How far the plan of proceeding, which I have before {ug-
oefted, is or is not more eligible, 1 thall leave to Mr. MoxHAM
and to my readers to determine,

r. MoxuAm has planted firs and alder hedges on thefe

oreat {uccels, and has

» yarious f{iriking 1m-

provements, to the great aftonifhment of his neighbours, who
1 - - 1 el T |

could not conceive {uch things p{-‘,lzlz;{_n

r h G ity . : o o
In {hort, he 1s jultiy entitled to the thanks not only ol

the labouring poor, but allo of the community, for his per-

3 - « R G :
ring induftry and aclivity.*®

I'his turl -land, as it is called by the proprictors, n 1

of 1 th-n PP i rd 1 turi r fuel, It du 1l

i peapie Gl 1 1 5 O1 or ux £ Sty 1
i How |:| 1L O 1 51 I d 1al

» a crufl on top of the part hollow: |, which malkes it very « 5

to walk over it. ‘The people of Mark (the adjoining parifh) dig their

turf in ditches, which I think a better method. |1 have levelled about
es of this turbary-land, by taking the fward and {ufi e
moft earth to fill up thofe pits. I his peat

tural flate, is very foft; and thofe pits, if not filled

the bottom, and in twenty or thirty years will b

When they are levelled, they
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No country can afford greater encouragement either ta

he grazing, dairy, or corn farmer, than this; the f-.llvbrit:.,._"

$
i

y and ftrength of

e : S
and mildnefs of the climate, and the fertili

enable the occupier to devote his land to either pur-

she i
t 1

tainty of fuccels; and the annual

"y
10L0 G

above his rent, cannot fail, as a fource of

ndence. The dairy farms are fmall, fel-

year; the grazing

g
*

two hundred pounds |
3 A

\od

{
| Tl praziCr ncd
il one hu poL
{ 5 §r a.-.."l'
D 1, and to rear up an race of independent
- 1 n k He Bifhop of Bath and Wells, t
: _ [ I
~.w nroprietors who ftand feized of more than fix or
[' sicht hundred pounds per annum, and for the moft part
|r from one dred to two hundred pounds per annum; and
0 ! 16- hs of thel are employed in pafture,
y 10
. . i e
-th ] covered the land with from one to t
N dred put-loads of rich fandy mould on an acre, fuch as is of
{ | TIVEDSy O left thick floods on the fides of the rivers, of a grey
| This makes great f1!'!}::'u'.'u1]_' 1nt, ]H’LJ;EL.‘.\:' a Very
f arres and by letting in on it from the river three, four, or c
f t fifty acres of it, (which I do by n +f
f or : of twao feet fquare each, without
.
M ) .
|! } | ithout th 1 On 2ny oth
‘l' f this turbarv-land I cannot flood; on this, when itis pro-
| 1 Y. X sfe to ' s heath-moor
land ha 1d bout forty fhi
€15 ht P md 1, Hk acl
f 5 of -‘L s
' I0XHAM
f
|
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:L'.i‘ The old arable was found not to pay for ploughing, and
‘J.::'bi has therefore been laid down.
A Some few farmers, however, have eririched themfelves by
'E'i:r: giving four pounds per acre for fome rich dry and newly in-
.g clofed land, on which they have grown fifty bufhels of wheat
r-D. per acre for ten years {uccefively, without fallow or manure
'_':;' of any kind.
ang Where there is {fo much to approve, I am forry there
fhould be any thing to condemn, but truth compels me to
o ftate, that a fhameful inattention prevails as to their breed of
~ cattle; and fcarcely can an inftance be produced of a far-
b- mer’s giving more than ten pounds for a bull, or three
e pounds for aram; yet, notwithftanding this general neglet,
many are accuftomed to fell their home-bred team of four
e oxen, when fat, for one hundred pounds; and fheep in
great abundance, that weigh from twenty to thirty pounds
per quarter. The elevated corn-lands were formerly in open
nd common fields, but every effort has been made to divide
and inclofe them; the tenure, however, (great part being
under the fee of Wells, and other churches, under charity
endowments, and under queen ANNE’s bounty) has ope-
! rated as a check to the neceflary exchanges. None of thefe
; common field lands will let for more than fifteen fhillings
per acre, whereas, if inclofed, they would let for twenty-five
thillings.

Though there are many things in the praflices of this
diftri&t deferving both commendation and imitation, I can-
not help obferving, that the procefs of making hay is not
among the number.

g In this refped, they are the moft egregious flovens I ever
gor beheld. It is no unufual thing to fee cocks of about a load
-rﬂil?' each remain in the fields two months after they are made;
agd before the rivers were lowered, and the country drained,
M thele

e ——— e
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thefe cocks were frequently carried away by a fudden flood.

When conveyed to a large mow, no care is taken either in
making or fecuring it; it is feldom thatched; fome indeed
make their mows in a conical form, by which means they
fuffer but little injury, but for the moft part they are left fiat
on the top, and the winter rains foak from the top to the
bottom, without fhame or regret on the part of the owner,
[n their fummer paflures they are equally flothful; docks,
thitles, nettles, and other weeds, cover nearly a quarter of
the land, and, wafted by winds, the feed is diffeminated on
the lands of their more careful neighbours, Ofttimes have
[ obferved, that where nature is moft bountiful, her gifts
are leaft prized. T'his is the cafe with the farmers here; fo
quick 1s vegetation, even in the winter feafon, that the cattle
(unlefs it be unufually fevere) fcarce ever want a bite of grafs;
and a deficiency of winter provender is fcarcely known.

I prefume it is on the fame principle that the Scotch gar-

1 4 1“1 . e
deners excel the Englith; having more ¢

counter, their exertion and care are proportionate thereto,

THE SOUTH MARSH

1 PR S i ™T . ke p | b I = Rt |
[s bounded on the North-Eaft by Polden-hills, on the
South-Welt by the river Parrett, on the North-Welt by
=y ] 1

Bridgwater-bay, and on the South-Eaft by Ham-hill, &e.
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g its banks, and frequently penning the land-floods over
the moor, and meadows adjoining; fo that near thirty thou-
{and acres of fine land aré frequently overflown for a con-
fiderable time together, rendering the herbage unwholfome
for the cattle, and the air unhealthy to the inhabitants.
An att of parliament was lately obtained for draining a
confiderable part of this fenny plain called King’s-Sedgmaor,
which, together with the adjoining inclofed meadows now
flooded, amount to about twenty thoufand acres. This
defirable end is nearly accomplifhed, by having the outlet
or fluice many miles lower, in the river Parret, than for-
merly. Nothing could be more unpopular, at its outfet,
than this undertaking; and every obftacle, which prejudice
and ignorance could fuggeft, the promoters thereof had to
encounter.

About the year 1680, King James laid claim to the foil
of this moor, and formed the defign of improving it by a
compleat drainage; but {o perverfe were the owners of the
adjacent lord{hips commoning with their cattle on it, that
they oppofed the fcheme with all their might; and difcern-
ing that they could make no juftifiable claim to the foil, of-
fered to aflign to the king four thoufand acres, in lieu of his
right thereto, and to lay out the refidue, being nine thou-
fand five hundred and twenty-two acres, among their lord-
thips; which being accepted of by the king, there were
allotments then made to each manor according to the fol-

i 4
lowing proportions :
=1

I

IYAMmey
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T o the heirs of Sir Robert Chi-

1 - £
&ry «&C.

I'o Sir John Stawell -

To John Mallett, efg; ——
Ta Walter Long, elg; —
To Thomas Muttlebury, efg;

To R.Warr, efg; SirR. Strode, &c.

I'o the heirs of Mr. Fiover —
To Henry Lord Gray = =——
the heirs of Sir Ed. Hext —

To
To Sir William Court tney, &c.

To Sir Thomas Checke —
To Sir George Hor fey ———
T'o Earl Pembroke —

To Sir Peter Van Lore, &c. —
To Sir Edward Trent, &c. —

To Tho. Hill, efq; James Rife,

efq; and Burgefles, &c. —
To the heirs of Mr. Watts —
To ]i'.-‘.'l Northampton, and Sir
|. Hanham —

ToSir J.Strangway, and Baronet
Portman —_—
I'o Sir Thomas Thynne e

To Andrew Whittington, &c.*

Aeres,

1505
291

569

548
540
488

Total acres e
Befides for the king —

9522
4000

——

ntard

]
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T'hat thefe allotments are rated propor-

> rate of two hundred and eichtv-two acres

o8




\

of the moor (by the perch of fifteen feet) to every hundred

acres of the feverals.

1!1 the reign of King William, a imilar attempt was made.
An a& was obtained for draining it, but by fome means or

other its operation was entirely fruftrated. This projected

and ufeful improvement lay dormant till the vear 1775
- - r i
when it was revived by Mr. Allen, then member of parlia

L
ment for Bridgwater. Sanguine of fuccefs, and highly im-
prefled with the idea of its importance, he purchaled a larre

number of rights, and having obtained a fignature of con-

{ents, went to parliament; but not having intereft enough
in the houfe to flem the torrent of oppofition, all his delufive

nda ?lii‘i]f;_‘;! ICIT Il &

% 1 % )¢ "'r- APEF i"- F H ! |I r‘_--]. T8 |
DIoOLpECEs Of proit vdaniined, &4id Ne
1l but refpectable munority. "T'hough Mr, ALLEN met
T i~ P 1 .
with fo warm an oppolfition, yet there were not wanting

many lords of manors intereited, who exprefled their de-

cided approbation of the mealure, in a general point of view,
bu ted to the mode by which it was conducted, and
1 1 1 v - 1 - X
to the men who were the oftenfible movers in the bufinefs.
After this defea it, notl m.-* was done till the year I700, when
- YA =]l +ql 3 A ranideretinn +he
meeting was held at Wells to take into confideration thi
D 1“!"1 tar 1.r- -E"l-] i1'\_.. {.F\ . "1 moonr 21 I A I ¥ t .
|, "'f" LY I Crdl 14_.‘; LIIC  1d41C LGOI, dll Uiy ULl L AL
parochial allotments. At this meetin y oI PHILIP FIALES
o | ] . » 3 1in ) Y 1 ™ ¥ ¥
:..-:.'!!l‘:k‘_:. ..'a'u';Ll all€r mMmucn -ulf.luL allll "I"L it 1 Irom the
i
3 5 [t e ety 5! Anenly fhrearened de
LOWer order of comimoners, who openlty tarcaténcd deiirtic-

1

who il.-:'r:pr_l:'tcd fuch a m

fion to

was diflolved without coming to any final ai:.'-.u':n:r*.flt.ﬂ:':

al- ----- {3
1Lk

i B :{11:;') and }~.'|_~. agent Mr. SyMEs

1 ]
y, dlld Z00d mMa

of Stowey; 1‘ b\ heir perfevering indt

f11

1:acement, matters were brought into a_;'h a train, that ap-

was made to parliament in the feflion of 1790,

for leave to bring in a bill for drain
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faid moor into parochial allotments, among thirty parifhes
and hamlets therein ftated; and alfo among fuch other
parithes as may prove a right to feeding the fame. In the
fpring of 1791, this bill pafied into a law; and the com-
miflioners, alting under the powers thercof, held their firft
meeting at Bridgwater in June 17g1.

I have been thus particular in ftating the progrefs of this
bufinefs, merely to thew the impropriety of calling publick
meetings, with a view of gaining fignatures of confent. or

taking the fenfe of the proprictors in that way. At all pub-

lick meetings of this nature, which I ever attended, noife

and clamour have filenced found fenfe and arcument. A

T e : = B 5 b P el oy 2 A r
I“.l.l[-.r.- gencraily attends with a :_-!r‘.'l'_'ilr_'{i ‘l'-‘“.'-‘.” to oppole,

and truth and propriety have a hoft of foes to combat.

Whoever, therefore, has an objeét of this kind in view,
let him acquire confent by grivate application
o +1 el e =2 | i 3 R 2
trequently {een the good eftects thereof manif

irrehiitible influence of trath, when cooll

miniftered ; and it has frequently haj ed, that men, hofti
to your {cheme, have, by difpaffionate argument, not «
changed their fentiment, but become warm partizans in that
caufe which at firft they meant to oppole,

This never could have been done at a publick meeting;

for after men have once the oppoflition, their

will not permit them to retreat.

| IR P P P e g it HIH -
How far the commiflioners appointed under this act have

difcharged their truft, time will (hew; but the general opi-
- L. i
- P : 1 . ’
nion of their conduct feems to be fattering; and thofe who

t firft fuppoled that the aét carried with it the {eeds of its

own ditiolution, are brought to confefs, that the prefent ap-

pearances are highly promifing,

[t cannot but be fuppofed, that in the inveftigation of four

hanfand and Sk R ey e  Beepicy| 1+ 1
thouland and fixty-three claims, (of which only one thou
.
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Juftifiied therefore by the concurrent opinion of Mr.WHITE,
and of Mr. Jessop, (whofe advice was taken) they pro-
ceeded boldly; and having erelted at a great expence, and
under numerous difficulties, (arifing from the morafly nature
of the ground on which it was built) a frong {ubftantial
fuice, they proceeded to make a channel or cut fifteen feet
deep, ten feet wide at the bottom, and fifty-five feet wide at
the top.

It is impoffible to defcribe the ridicule which this under-
taking excited. Some thought the commiffioners mad;
others, and by far the majority, afcribed the boldnefs of the
plan to the liberality of the proprietors, in allowing the com-
miffioners three guineas per day for attendance and manage-
ment; and drew this fage conclufion, that the work would
never be finithed, but would be protracted till the expences
swould equal the value of the moor.

Uninfluenced by letters, or by menaces, the commiffioners
perfevered; and they have the fatisfaction of feeing the prin-
¢ipal difficulties overcome; and of hearing thofe very men,
who were moft violent aoainft the meafure, acknowledge
their error, and candidly confefs that the work is well exe-
cuted, and promifes to be effeCtual.

It may be neceifary, by way of inftruction to others en-
gaced in fchemes of the like nature, to ftate, that had the
drain been made lefs wide at the top (and the opponents in-
filted that it fhould have been only twenty fix feet wide)
it would have collapfed, or fallen together; as it was, there

ere numerous and alarming flides, the repairing of which
¢oft a confiderable fum, and there can be no doubt, but
fomething of this kind will happen for years to come; for
the fubfiratum, at the depth of fixteen feet, is fo foft and
morafly, that it gives way to the fuperincumbent clay, and
rifes up in the middle of the drain.

This
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i “This cut from the Dunbald fluice to the moor (a diftance
e, of about two miles and a half) coft four-pence per cubic
’md vard, or in the whole about three thoufand two hundred
m_“? pounds; and the parochial drains, which were twelve feet
o wide at the top, four feet wide at the bottom, and fix feet
b deep, coft on an average two fhillings and feven-pence per
1 rope (twenty progreflive feet.) Expenfive as this underta-

king inevitably muft be, yet the benefit refulting from it will
FoA moft amply repay; for without faying any thing of the in-
al; Jury done to the health of the inhabitants in the circum-
the adjacent country, and which this drain, by rendering the
n- air more falubrious, will totally remove; we may fairly flate,
£ that the probable improved value cannot be eftimated at lefs
id than four hundred and fifty thoufand pounds.*
& The total amount of the expenditure is now afcertained ;

and it may give fome fatisfaction, if I inform my readers
K the fum total thereof. The following ftatement of the ac-
in- count Dr. and Cr. will approach pretty near the truth;
ey but let it be underftood, that this calculation is made under
Ige the idea of parochial fubdivifions, without which little benefit
¢ will refult either to the publick or individuals. The prin-

ciples which I have, in my report on the North-Eaft diftrict,
e fixed as data, incontrovertible, viz. That all commons, how-
he ever rich and fertile the foil, are unproduétive of profit, in
e confequence of over/fecking, muit be here adhered to; and
i this argument is equally applicable to old inclofures. Let
nere a farmer put fen head of cattle into a given piece of ground
ich where only five thould be depaftured, and the cattle will be
hut = 5 e e L D T
io8 # If we add to this the capital neceflary to flock this moor, the pub-
and lick utility and importance of the undertaking will be more firongly
and manifefted. J. B.

0 2 al

This




13 . - 0N ¢ O 0h = =00 00 [ oo r o 1 oo + ¥ 0 * y o1l 0O
e st — H | _ | H =
it ]
= H _ Fo ] _
- Ly b+ ™ - — F M O | <k C i =+ wy | i 3 &) | £
- : - - L e | | x § - - |

: _ _ | | |

i . c -+ M O ~l LA - . o | = o ~ “ = oy | i y C | :
. ) 4 T { _ 1 I |
g i

\ i
i
i
- r - - ’ p . ~ | = - ~ |
3 - Y } [ ¢ 1 i o 3 | - r vy i Ly ( 1
s Y ] i (s L |
i 4 b - _ I Ly L
o | .
= . | ] e o | | ...I, ._h
. e | | i - I ~al " | s ~
= e _ | __ j | " | =
— 1 J | 1 o —— w
k - = | 2 )
el . | | | _ ] | . i e F
= - J J I . i “
E : [ o | .
e Xl - _ - ) | =t — ¥
D e : : bz b g § =
p= o | =
. s 3 e - i -
=4 A et Lt P, o T 3 [T
e -~ : & g o
- = :
e -] - N _ —— ’ 3 . (7]
iy — = L - .
- - = Yt
- - 3 ! 7 _ | . . e : (= 4+
1 e - d oL = X o (&)
o — -~ — ’ [ r P
-t - * | - ’ [ _ g3 v pg Ta!
o ’ — ok 5
0 4 - 3 ey e
") o & b S : | ) oo -
e o : : :
57y - pe— - - = ! - +
o AN 2 > 4 t — . : o
CHEEE h i .
o = _— ] R
o U J - ‘ o "
5} wy i »J s - L.
= = g %
= B S e = 2
ot B . 1 -
T il : : — .
L~ T - 2 g e o
= I ~) ey = S . - = )
[ < EL ” —
- W = T = L
" - - J
i - .
N d o momy E = = T 9 =
o i T = . ; . - =
—e i — o == T y F FE
(= L B J % . .
~ ’ d g
- o — ~ i — al . L
e e e R = - - — —— -~
e B ESS, - b n———y T e S — MRS - it P— e o -




OF SOMERSETSHIRE. '[1';?

n from the com-

n hundred acres have be
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N.B. Had the commiffioners been empowered to fell
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gh the original value of the moor per acre is
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whole to about ten thoufand acres, independent of many
thoufand acres of low flooded inclofed lands, which might
be greatly improved by judicious draining.

Many of thefe moors are fuperior in their quality to
King’s-Sedgmoor; and the example now fet before them
will, I truft, remove the milt from the proprietors’ eyes, and
make them fee, in a true light, their own and the publick
intereft.

Thefe lands would be fairly worth forty fhillings per acre
the moment they were drained and divided; and if taken
from the tenants, the original eftates would not be reduced
in their annual value one farthing.

But on this fubjedt, I have before enlarged very fully, and
fhall, therefore, only remark, to thofe who are influenced by
a humane regard to the right and comfort of the cottager,
that very few habitations of that defeription are to be found
near thefe moors; and a great part of thofe which do exift,
poflels rights, which, when divided, may be worth two or
three hundred pounds; and if fold, will enable a man to
rent an eftate of one hundred pounds per annum, and to
keep twenty or thirty cows, in the management whereof his
whole family would become ufeful; and habits of induftry,
care, and ccconomy, would by degrees be eftablithed.

Adjoining this extenfive plain on the South fide, lies 2
tract of elevated land, compofed principally of fea fand and
fhells, well adapted to the purpofes of tillage, and in its na-
ture fo fertile, that potatoes, turnips, carrots, hops, madder,
liquorice, and indeed almoft every root or plant ufeful in
hufbandry, might be grown on it in high perfection.

The arable is for the moft part in commen fields, and
though exhaufted by conftant cropping, lets for near thirty
fhillings per acre. The wheat produced is of prime quality ;
and as to barley, it is fuppofed that Chedzoy, Weflon-Zoy-

land,
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fand, Middlezoy, and Othery, produce the beft in the county.
Were the common field lands of thefe parifhes divided into
feparate property,* a portion of the new allotments in Sedg-
moor annexed, and the whole comprized in farms of four
or five hundred pounds per year, and let to fome enlightened
fheep and turnip farmers, thefe parithes might vie with any
in the kingdom, both as to the guantity and quality of pro-
duce; but this cannot be effected whilft the lands are held
by the prefent tenure. They are now occupied by fmall
farmers holding under lives, fome one life, fome two, and a
few three, and in fome inftances without any power or prof-
pect of renewing.

The declivities of the hills, North and Eaft of Sedgmoor,
are as barren as thofe before ftated are productive. The
finer particles of the foil have for ages been wafhed into
the moor by heavy rains; and the remaining mould s fhal-
Jow and fterile. When the moor is drained and made pro-
duive, this loft fertility may be in fome degree reftored, by
carrying the produce of the moor to the uplands, either by
the fheep-fold, or by confuming the hay thereon.

A great part of thefe high lands are in tillage, but the ex-
pence of ploughing is fo great, and the produce fo {mall, that
it is matter of aftonifhment to me how the farmer can gain
a livelihood. Somerton and Compton-Dundon, two con-
fiderable parithes to the Eaftward of Sedgmoor, are for the

* An attempt was lately made by the inhabitants of Wefton-Zoy-
land to divide and inclofe their common arable fields by act of parlia-
ment, but the fame was violently oppofed by the bifhop of Bath and
Wells, under the idea that the tithes would be reduced by the appli-
cation of the land to grafs inftead of corn. To fubvert this doétrine,
which I eonceive to be illiberal and oppreflive, I will be bold to affert,
that ane balf the quantity would, under a fyftem of improvement, pro-

than the avbole does now.
moft
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MINERALS, &cC.

Many attempts have been made in different parts of this
diftri’t to find csaly and pits to a confiderable depth have
been funk at Glaftonbury, Chard, and other places, but no
regular vein can be found; and it is the univerfal opinion of
intelligent colliers, that there is no coal South of Mendip-
Hills. Indeed fome will fay, that the ftrata run in a regular
direCtion from South to North, through the whole kingdom
of DBritain.

WATER.

Irregation is but little practifed in this diftrict; there is,
indeed, near the town of Iiminfter, fome land watered with
the wath of the town, the good effe&s of which are manifeft.

=
e

Some of the marth-farmers alfo, on the river Brue, cut
openings in the banks of the river in the winter months,
and overflow their land with the thick water defcending
from the hills.

This practice is certainly right.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER III.
BUILDINGS.

’]:"H}C old farm-houfes are ill-conftruéted and improperly

fituated, but zew ones are much improved in point of
uniformity, regularity, and convenience. Too much at-
tention cannot be paid to this branch of rural management,
Inftead of being placed in vales, and at fome extreme part
of the eftate, the farm buildings fhould be fituated on fome
high and central fpot, fo that the produce of the manure
arifing therefrom, may be conveyed to and fro at the lealt
poffible expence and trouble. So fituated, the running of
the yard, ftables, &c. might be colleted in a refervoir, and
difcharged from thence over the paftures with great cale
and advantage, Lime alfo might be occafionally thrown
into the refervoir, ftirring it well previouily to its being dii-

chareed on the land. The benefit to be derived from f{uch

a pra&ice is inconceivable,

Convenience in the difpofing and connedting of the
buildings is alfo of material confequence. The firaw-yards
(hould be placed at the front and backfide of the barn, a
the ftack-vards at each end. The barn thould be filled

through an aperture or fheaf-hole, and not in the ufua
way by waggons drawn on the floor to the great injury o
the fame. Granary (if any be neceffary, which 1 much
doubt, as all corn fhould go to market as foon as threthed)
thould be over the waggon-houfe. The hog-fties and poul-
try-yard as near as poffible to the dairy. The ftable de-
tached from the other buildings for fear of fire. In fhort,
every thing about the farm fhould be fo contrived and dif-
pofed that the bufinefs may be done with the greateft pofli-
ble eafe and difpatch.

CHAPTER
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breed, will now let for feven or eight pounds per cow; a
certain portion of land is devoted to their fummer keeping,
and a fufficient quantity of hay is provided by the farmer for
their winter fuftenance.

This pradlice of letting dairies muft have originated either
from pride or indelence on the part of the farmer’s houthold,
and ought, in my opinion, to be checked by the landlord,

When the female part of a farmer’s family is unemployed,
(and, without a dairy, that muft be the cafe throughout great
part of the year) diffipation, folly, and extravagance, take
the lead, and domeftick care and ind uftry are entirely for-
gotten. Gentlemen of fortune fhould therefore fet their
faces againft the praltice, and refolve never to let an eftate
to a farmer whofe family was too proud, or too indolent, to
undertake the management of the different departments
thereof.

JEASES.

The rack-rent leafes are generally for feven years, and

tl'uc covenants confine the quantity of land in a&ual tilla ae,

¢ number of crops, the mode of feeding, to fpend the pro-
duce on the premifes, to fell no hay, not to plough the mea-
dow or pafture land, not to relet without confent, and for
want of affets to re-enter.

There are few things that operate as a more powerful
check to an improved agriculture than Sort leafes; and it
were to be withed, that all lords of manors, pofiefiing eftates
leafed out on lives, would continue to grant renewals; and
by fo doing, I verily think, they would promote their own
interelt; for though it muft be acknowledged, that the leafing
out a property upon three lives, at the ufual price of fourteen
or fifteen years purchafe, is un ﬁl\-’olll';‘:uw to the intereft of
the grantor, yet 1 think, that when an eftate has been fo
leafed out, it is more his intereft to renew, than to run

o |
f;."l&. ]'u
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’1"!'1;”& the lives; for if c.“;mp:)untl mterelt of money be fet

“o

up. Creat advantages would alfo refult to fociety from the

sainft the reverfionary income, the latter is foon fwallowed

general adoption of fuch a meafure; for it is well known,
that eftates falling into hand, are greatly reduced in value,
let the reftrictions in the leafe be ever fo judicious. In con-
firmation of this idea, do we not fee that lands held under
the church, under corporations, and under charity endow-
ments, &c. where rencwal is certain, are nearly in as good a
ftate as freehold property, and eafily to be diftinguifhed from
lands held under private lords, where fuch renewal is fre-
quently withheld. Various are the opinions refpefting the
comparative advantage atrending the purchafe of freeheld and
leafehold property. In favour of the former, the n:liura]
and indeed laudable pride of man fleps in, and decidedly
determines. Moft men wifh to poffefs property 111:’.1--;:.‘;1\&{(:;11;
of all controul; and the fuits and fervices exactted under
many leafes, are a relict of feudal tyranny, highly difgufiing
to men fond of freedom and independence; but let us have
recourfe to figures, and we fhall find that two men itarting
together with one thoufand four bun dred pounds each, and pur-
chafing, the one a free hold eftate, of fiftv-fix pounds per
annum, at twenty-five years purchafe, and the other a leafe-
hold for three lives, of one hundred pounds per annum, at
fourteen years pu:'chaic, would be in very different fitua-
tions at the end of twenty-one years. Calculating the in-
tereft of each at five per cent. and allowing three renewals,
at two years purchafe, (clear income) the leafeholders eftate,
of one hundred pounds per annum, (nett) would, at the
expiration of twenty-one years, colt him 1205]. 18s. and
the freeholders eftate, of fifty-fix pounds per annum, (nett)
would, at the expiration of the fame term, coit him 1g9col.
15, as the follewing calculation will confirm,
FREE-
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Brought up 1674
Add Int.

5o

7 14thyr,

03 I4
S 175800 3
Dedultrent 56 o
1702 1 15thyr.
Add Int. 8s 2
" I T?'*:"‘ )'
Deduftrent 56 o
} 1731 3 16thyr.
Add Int. 80 II
1817 14
Dedultrent 56 o
e oot R
Eju.(.\ 14 ]f_T_-l:].
Add IT][. bots) 2
1049 10
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& w -‘.l
Brought up 1849 16
Deduétrent 56 o

e

>

1793 16 18th yr.
Add Int, 89 14
1883 10
Dedultrent 56 o

1827 10 1gthyr.
| Add Int.

91 7
) n_;rS 17
Dedu&trent 6 o

1862 17 20thyr,

| Add Int. 93 4

e Y
1950 I
Dedudt rent 56 o

1900 1 21ftyr.

———

e 1 . ¥ el S e 1
F'reeholder’s purchale of fifty-fix pounds per annum, nett,

allowing five per cent. compound intereft, ftands him at the

end of twenty-one years in

Firlt purchafe

f1goo 1 O
1400 O O
ofs 500 1 O
B e L

-
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! |
” LEASEHOLD, 100/, per annumy, netty and 14 years purchafe.
AT 4o s
1400 O Brourht up 1155 I5 ;Ul Vs
Add Interet 70 o Add renewal
—— 2 yrs. purch. »200 O
1470 O nett rent
Deduct rent 100 0 1
l e | 1355 15
1370 o 1ftyr. | Add Int. 67 16
Add Int. 68 10 PSS —
——- 1423 11
1438 10 | Dedutrent 100 ©
! Deduct rent 100 o .’ _—
1 ——— ‘ 1323 11 Sthy
_ 1338 10 2d yr. Ii Add Int. 66
| Add Int. 66 19 ;
| —_— ' 1389 15
1405 g | Dedu@ rent 100 0
Dedu& rent 100 o ! —
i _— 1289 15 gthy
. 1305 ¢ 3d yr. ].L\(!d Int, 64 10
i Add Int. 65 5 '
| — 1354 5
'l 1370 14 Deductrent 100 o
i Dedult rent 100, 0 —_——
J e 1254 § 1othyr.
1270 14 4thyr. | Add Int. 62 14
Add Int. 63 11
1316 19
{ 1334 5 Deduétrent 100 o
i Dedult rent 100 o
.1', ——— 1210 19 Ilth}'r
] 1234 5 5th yr. | Add Int. 60 17
il Add. Int. b1 14 \
| 0 R 1277 10
1295 19 Deduct rent 100 ©
“ Dedu& rent 100 O
i i 1177 16 12thyr,
i 1195 19 6th yr. j;\d-.! Int. 58 18
| Add Int. 59 16 l S
{ 1220 14
{ 1255 I§ | DeduCt rent 100 ©
1% Deduct rent 100 0 —

1

I

1

' 1136 14 13thyr.
' Brousht

I’..

1155 15 7th yr. !
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; A 5 | Los 5.
Brought up 1136 14 13th yr.| Brought up 1241 6
Add Int. 56 17 Deductrent 100 o
113 II e
Dedultrent 100 o A Trg1 L Bi1sth yr,
| Add Int. 57 1

[

1093 II I4th yr.
Addrenewal 200 o 1168 ~
g 7

Dedu& rent 100 o©

1293 11
Add Int. 64 14

1098
Add Int, 54

1gth yr.

7
138 s s
Dedu@rent 1c0 o —_— -
S I L ) 1153 5§
30 5 ISthyI. Deduét rent 100 o

Add Int. 62 18 J

~
|,

1053 520thyr.

: 1321 3 |
Dedu& rent 1co o :f“-d*”'m 52 13

|
4 s
1221 3 16thyr.| 1105 18
Add Int. br 1 Deduétrent 100 o
1282 4 -
4 = A
Deduct rent 100 o Poats 1005 18 21st yr.
| Add another
i R A .
1182 4 17th yr.| renewal 200 0
Add Int. 59 2 |
1205 18
1241 6 =

Leafeholder’s purchafe of one hundred pounds per annum,
(nett) allowing five per cent. compound intereft, ftands him
at the end of twenty-one years (admitting three renewals at
two years purchafe nett income) in the fum of [1205 18

Profit —— — 104 2

Firft purchafe — 1400 O
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\
e ;
) £, 5 d,
F'reeholder’s lofs at five percenti —— 500 1 0
Leafeholder’s profit at ditto —— 104 20
' b= 3 6 ,
. Difference £694 30
| e ppe——
‘ N.B. A deduction fhould be made from Leafeholder’s '
[
| profit, for lord’s rent and heriots, and fomething from free-
| holder’s lofs, for increafing value of timber; but thefe will
not be fufficient to invalidate the general conclufions.
L The great caufe why leafeholds are held in low eftimation
| by the commonality, arifes from the improvidence of the
general holders, who for the moft part expend the whole
| income of their eftates, without laying by a fund for the
purpofe of renewal; hence it follows, that their eftates fall
i into hand, and the owners are reduced from a ftate of com-
parative affluence to beggary; at which event, the general
i exclamation is, /#ho would have leafehold property ?
l e ———————————————p ———— — ot
{1l
| ! %
k 7 W s
{ frgc> %)
W
i
i
|I|
II
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CHAPTER VII.

ARABLE LAND.

l:"l:?.\' c.”.‘;r.'l firt'-'-"ffh
FLAX.

YN the rich fertile country, extending from Wincanton,
- through Yeovil, to Crewkerne, flax and hemp are culti
vated in great abundance, the value of which is in propor-
tion to the fkill and fpirit with which it is cultivated.

A crop of flax greatly depends both on the management
of the land previous to fowing, and on the goodnefs of
the feed.

“T'o raife it to advantage, it thould be fown on new broke-
up ground, ploughed once, and the furface hacked. It
fhould be harrowed once before fowing, and twice after.
Seed imported from Riga, and fold at about fourteen fhil-
lings the bufhel, is to be preferred; and the produce for two
or three years may, without change, be fown again; April
and the beginning of May are the months for fowing, and
the quantity two bufhels and a half per acre.

'I'he great damage done to flax in its growth is by weeds;
and if thofe people you employ to weed it be not careful,
they may do more harm with their feet, than their hands
can do good. At any rate, the weeds muft not be fuffered
to get head of the flax, for if they do, it will become ftunted
in its growth, and get to no height.

When the plant is arrived at its growth, and is in full
bloffom, which in common feafons will be about the be-

oinning of July, it is fit to be pulled, if the grower has a

or
=

ercater regard to the produce of the ftalk, than to the feed.

However.
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However, it is a common practice to injure the whole crop
for the fake of the feed; and to let it remain till the feed
begins to ripen, fo as to have both flax and feed. In this
cafe, the land fuffers greatly; for flax feeded is a great im-
poverifher, but if puiled whillt in blofflom, is an excellent
preparative for turnips, which fhould always follow a flax
crep inftead of wheat. The great reafon why the Irith, and
indeed moit foreign flax is finer than the Englifh, is, becaule
they pull it early, and fow particular fpots purpofely for feed ;
and, perhaps, it would be politick in government to grant a
bounty on all foreign flax feed fown in this kingdom, fo as
to reduce the price of l'urcign feed ncnt']}-' to a level with our
own; by this, the growth of flax (and with it the linen
trade) would be encouraged, which has of late fuffered con-
fiderable diminution by the reftrictions to its cultivation im-
poled by land-owners, under the idea of great injury done
to the land by the culture of this plant.

After the flax is pulled, there are two methods of working
it; the firft is called »ating of it, that is, {teeping it in water
in order to loofen the rind, and feparate it from the ftalk;
and the other is called dew-ripening, which is the fpreading
it on grafs land, and by rain and dew producing the fame
effett. T'he early flax is moftly watered, which is done by
laying the bundles in a pond or refervoir of foft water, and
kecping them down by flones, or any other heavy bodies.
In the courle of feven or eight days the rind will be fuffi-
ciently loofened, and they muft be taken out of the water,
fpread abroad, and dried. In this part of the operation,
great {kill and attention are neceflary ; for if it be left in the
water too long, the threads become rotten and ufelefs to the
manufacturer; it is, therefore, more advifeable to take it out
too foon, than to leave it tao lomg in the pits. Thofe who

raile fiax for the feed and ftalk both, go through an opera-

tion
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tion called ripling; this is, feparating the feed from the flalk,
by paffing the flax through a kind of comb before it is wa-
tered. Thefe combs are made of iron, and the teeth are fo
clofe that the heads cannot pafs through, and are conle-
(11.14.!1]*.:}' I}Ll]]l_'i_i off.

It is obfervable, that the land on which rated flax is fpread
to prepare it for houfing, is greatly improved thereby; and
if it be fpread on a coarfe four pafture, the herbage will be
totally changed, and the beft forts of grafles will make their
appearance. Having myfelf cultivated flax on a large fcale,
and obferving the almoft inftantaneous effect produced by
the water in which the flax was immerfed, I was induced
fome years ago to apply it to fome pafture land, by means
of watering carts, fimilar to thofe ufed near Londen in wa-
tering the roads. The effect was aftonifhing, and advanced
the land in value ten fhillings per acre.  This liquid is much
fuperior to animal urine. T'he pratice [ therefore {trongly
recommend to the cultivators of flax; poflibly it may not
be a new idea, but I believe it is feldom fo applied.

The fecond method, namely, dew ripening, may be car-
ried on immediately after the flax is pulled, or it may be
dried and mowed; and in the months of February or March
the feed may be ftamped from the ftalk, and the latter fpread
on the grafs land to ripen.

The principal manures made ufe of by the growers of
flax are, the fheepfold, woollen rags, horn fhavings, and
lime; and it is no unufual thing for the farmer to find
eround, manure, ploughing, and all team work; and the
labourer to find feed, and all manual labour, dividing at the
conclufion the produce, ina way fimilar to that before ftated
in the teazel account. The expence and produce of an acre

of watered flax may be thus eftimated :
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])."'_ !{ X 4 r'r, i L

f -
Torentofland, &. 2 o o |
'T'o manure — YO0
T'o ploug —— o0 8 o0
To hacking — 0 50
To harrowing and
rolling — I 4 ©
To feed and fowing
(Riga) — 1150
Toweeding —— o0 100
To pulling — 0 bo
T'o halling to pits and By 40 dozen of
watering. [N. B. flax,at7s. 14 o0 a
The price of this By bounty 4d.
depends on the dif- per ftone - o 10 4
tance | — 0100 (allowing 1s.
"To taking out of pits, for expences)
halling, Ipreading, |
dryinz,and houfing 0 14 0 |
‘I'o braking, fwing- i
ling, and drefling |
40 dozen,at 1s.4d. 2 13 4 4
To tithe — 0 50 |
|
||
12 04 |
Profit — 2 10 0 |
£ 14 10 4 £ 14 10 4
—————a — x

To this profit may be added the fucceeding turnip crop,

and the improvement of the land by the manure; without

thele, it cannot be confidered as very lucrative, for it is pre-

carious; and if a dry feafon follow the fowing, it frequently

happens
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happens that the flax does not get to any height, and is
fcarcely worth pulling. Some people may think the ex-
pences over rated; but ifrthey confider that the calculation
is made under the idea of an acre flatute meafure, and alfo
that it includes beer, tools, and many other trifling articles
of expence, they will be difpofed to acknowledge it to be
corre&t—at leaft, I can fay, that it is drawn from my own

experience of its truth,
HEMP.

TrE culture of Hemp and Flax agrees in many refpects;
but in their nature and form they are widely different. In
flax, the male and female embrio are lodged in the fame
flower; but in hemp the male is found on fome plants, and
the female on others; they are, therefore, called male and
fimale hemp ; that which has only flowers is the male, and
that which has feeds is the female hemp. The male is ripe
five or fix weeks before the female, and they both arife from
the fame feed.

Hemp likes a deep, rich, dry, fandy loam, and abhors a
cold wet clay; a piece of woodland, grubbed up, generally
anfwers well. It requires fre(h land, good tillage, but feldom
dung: even land exhaufted with other crops, if well tilled,
will produce good hemp, and if properly managed, will leave
the land as clean as a garden.

The quantity of feed per acre about three bufhels, and
time of fowing April or May; great care muft be taken to
keep off the birds, for they are very fond of the feed, and
their time of feeding is principally before fun-rife, and
within half an hour of fun-fet. Compleat weeding is as
neceflary for hemp as for flax.

About the beginning of Auguft the male hemp will be
ripe, and great care fhould be taken that the pullers do not

U’:!.mplc
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trample and injure the female hemp left flanding. It muft
be gathered into {fmall bundles, and nothing more is necef-
fary than to dry it in a proper mynner, fo as to make it fit
for working,.

[n managing the female hemp, p:a:'ticui;u' regard is to he
had to the feed; care, therefore, muift be taken in drying it.
Afier it is tied up in bundles about the fize of a yard round,
it fhould be fet up in the fun for three or four days; but if
the weather be difficult, it may be ftacked in fmall mows of
about a waggon=-load each, where it may remain till it is
thoroughly dry, and fit to be houled ; a little wet does not
injure the falf, but it greatly damages the feed. An acre
of land will produce from twenty to thirty bufhels of feed ;
and the ftalk of the female hemp is more valuable than the
ftalk of the male. The watering, braking, and drefling of
hemp, is fo nearly like thole operations on flax, that 1 fhall
not detain my reader any longer on this article, and fhall
only add, that in many cafes the crop is more profitable
than that of flax.

TURNIPS,

-

i
large fcale. They are univerfally fown broadcaft, once hoed,

1 this part of the county turnips are alfo grown on a

and for the moft part fed on the land as a preparation for

b;‘.'

rley . *
v\

heat, barley, oats, beans, and peafe, are in general cul-
) Y ) 3 I ) -
ture; but there is nothing in the mode of management
worthy of notice.

Clover is the grafs generally fown; and their courle o
huibandry,—1ft. Wheat; —2d. Turnips;—3d. Barley;—4th.

)

[ Pe - 1
eale, or Beans;—and sth.

Clover, Vetches, Flax, Hemp, 1
W heat again.

* When working oxen are fed with turnips they fhould not have
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"The crops of the larg: farmers are greater than thofe of
the /mall, owing to their fowing more turnips and vetches,
and confequently keeping a larger folding ftock. Some of
the arable land, being in common field, is in the followimng
courfe, 1ft. Wheat;—2d. Barley;—3d. Clover, Vetches, Po-
tatoes, &c. and then Wheat again. Thefe crops are com-
paratively fmall; wheat is found to fucceed better after flax
or hemp, (provided they be not [ecded) than after potatoes or
beans.

Fallowing is not practifed; the prevailing opinion is, that
corn crops, equally good, may be obtained after turnips,
clover, potatoes, peafe, vetches, beans, hemp, flax, &ec. (if
well manured and kept clean) with thofe after a compleat
2

Let any man vifit this country, view their crops, and the
condition of the land, and many arguments will not be ne-
ceffary to make him an antifallowift, at leaft, on foils like
thefe.

The large farmers carry -all their dung on their paffure

land, (excellent!) and {upport their arable by folding, lime,

horn-fhavings, rags, &c; but the fmall farmers act directly

the reverfe. I'he large farmers all plough with oxen; the

finall farmers with horfes. A renter of fixty pounds per

year muit keep three horles, for he cannot plough with lefs;

and one of five hundred pounds per year will not keep more
3

than eight; here is a comparative faving of twenty horfes,

and juftifies my former predilection for large corn farms.

CHAPTER

e —
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L g_‘ IE Natural Meadows and Paftures of this divifion
+h condition; and their Artificial Grafles
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may vie witl

CHAPTER IX.
GARDENS AND ORCHARDS.

Y)Y EFORE 1 take my leave of this rich diftrit, it may
i not be amifs to fay fomething of their orchards, to the

L

production of which the land is peculiarly adapted.  Permit

me, therefore, to ftate, by way of encouragement to planting,

that there is {carcely an orchard that will not let for four or

five pounds per acre; and if the trees are planted at proper

diftances, viz. fixty feet every way, the pafture fuffers but

e

little injury ;. the firen ' bles tl

oth of the foil enables the trees to
throw forth a multitude of roots fideways, near the {urface;
it is, therefore, of the utmoit importance that they fhould
be placed at proper diftances. In confirmation of this idea,

a tree thus placed in an orchard belonging to Mr. Barts,
of Mark, has frequently produced four hogtheads of cyder;
and the tenant told me, that he would give for it one guinea
per year for a term of twenty-one years. ‘T'he tree is not

more than forty years old. Mof orchards are planted 140

clofe, The defire of having a great deal of fruit upen a
1: » o S Lo 1 « Riit +h o 1 -4
1111_1k EL'_'_T(J;HHL 1s the cauie or 10 doing ;s but the method de-

feats the purpofe. When an orchard is firft planted, fixty

fect
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feet appear an immenfe diftance; and 1 have known many,
who, acknowledging the advantage of diftance, feel loth to
admit fo great a vacancy, and have planted at thirty feet,
with a full refolution of rooting up every other tree at fifteen
or twenty years old; butalas! this is fcarcely practicable;

after a tree is brought to full bearing, an infurmountable

reluétance to eradicate it occurs, which arguments, however
powerful, cannot overcome; and after all, many rational
farmers are of opinion, that orchards planted at great dif-

tances feldom bear well.
The forts of apple in beft eftimation are, Royal Wilding,
White-Styre, Court of Week Pippin, Pounfet or Cadbury,
¥ I

 h P 5 g . b P T [ i g L S o SRR
Flood-Hatch, Black Pit Crab, Buckland, Mediate or South-

ham, Royal- Jerfey, Woodcock, Red-Hedge Pip, ( )1d- Jerfey,

and Redftreak.* They are grafted on crab ftocks in the

e iy
__';'-.‘<-'\ INgE irulc.

nurfery, with any grofs

1ie orchard is ready, plant

As foon as the ground for tl
your trees, and be particularly careful not to plant them

- 1 A SR S AiE UAAre . a1 andl
deep in the ground. After about four years, lop their heads

2Lk =

and eoraft them with the fruit you moft efteem, taking care

o4 = |
to adapt your grafts to the ftock. In other words, let your
erafts, and the trees on whofe heads you graft, be as fimilar
n refpect to luxuriancy as you can; on this a great deal
depends.

It is found, that a luxuriant grof;

fucceed on a flow-growing {tock

alfo be obferved, that fome excellent forts of fruit are na-

a

turally fo flow of growth, that a man, inftead of planting

for himfelf, plants for his grandchildren; and if you endea-

1

vour to force them (which is often injudicioufly done) with

* A four yellow apple; fireaked with red on the fun-fide, be itz

name what it may, is undoubtedly a good cyder fruit. A.C.

luxuriant
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luxuriant ftocks, you occafion difeale. The tree never be-
comes large or lafting, and the fruit will be taftelefs and infipid.

Great care fhould be taken to fecure the trees whilft
young from the nabbing and rubbing of cattle, and more
elpecially theep; but in this refpect the planters in this
county are not very attentive, nor is there any thing worth
notice in their management of the fruit.——"The average

price of the article is about thirty fhillings per hogfhead.

CYDER-MAKING PROCESS.

The fruit being properly matured, every neceflary utenfil
ought to be fet in order for cyder-making; the mill, prefs,
tubs, catks, and pails, clean walhed, and fuffered to dry
before they are ufed.

Several methods are practifed for converting apples to
pommage; but the two moft chiefly in ufe are, the bruifing
ftone with a circular trough, and the apple-mill. The bef
internal conftruétion of a mill feems to be that which has
two pair of rollers, the upper pair being {tuck with coggs and
dags; and the under pair being of very hard wood, turned
fmooth, and worked with coggs only. The upper rollers
erinding the apples to a coarfe pommage, and the under
ones fqueezing it to a very fine pulp.

The apples being, by either of the foregoing methods,
properly bruifed, the pommage is carried to the prefs, and
a fquare cheefe made thereof, by placing very clean fweet
firaw or reed between the various layers of pommage, or
elfe by putting the fame into hair-cloths and placing them
one on another.®* To this cheefe, after ftanding a while, a

# It is of importance, that the firaw or reed be fweet and perfeétly
free from any fuftinefs, left the cyder be impregnated therewith,—

Particular care ought alfo to be taken to keep hair-cloths fweet, by

frequent wathing and drying, elfe the ill effects of their acidity will be

communicated to the cyder.
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light preflure is at firft given, which is gradually increafed,
until all the juice or mz/? be exprefled; after which, this 72z/?
is ftrained through a fieve and put into veflels.

Thus far cyder-making is a mere manual operation, per-
formed with very little fkill in the operator; but here the
great art of making gosd cyder commences. Nature foon
begins to work a wonderful change in this turbid liquor;
am! l_w}' fermentation converts it into a wholfome, 1']:‘1.;:‘-.1;,
"‘.;-:11'!-:1‘.;::1’111;_3 beverage, nearly equal to the juice of the
grape itfelf.

It is well known, that there are various ftages of ferme
tation in thefe juices, each of which changes the very qua-
lity and nature of this fluid; but the principal, which are
to be particularly attended to in the inftance now under
confideration, are three; namely, the vinous, the acetous, and

the putrefactive. The firlt converts the mzu/? from its turbid
fulfome ftate, to a tranfparent fpiritous liquor.

If the juice be exprefied from four apples, this fermenta-
tion is perfetted in two or three days; but if from fivee
apples, not under a week or ten days.

The next ftage of fermentation gives an acidity to the
vinous liquor before fpoken of, converting it to vinegar.

"his fermentation begins foon (frequently in few hours)
after the vinous is ended ; and, if the fermentation be im-
properly haftened by heat, fjm the vinous is perfected.
The third (and all fucceeding fermentations) difengages an
alkali from the liquor, and gives it a tendency to putre-
faction.

To regulate the firlt, and to check the others, is then the
sreat bufinels of that cyder-maker who would attach to
himfelf the fatisfattion and fame every one is emulous of.

Let us, therefore, confider how thefe ends are beft at-

tained.

.
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[t 1s well known, that fermentation fhould not by tog
much heat be carried on rapidly, nor by extreme cold too
flowly; as in each cafe the fermenting body will be injured.

Hence it appears, that a certain degree of warmth, or
rather imperceptible heat, conduces beil to regulate this
operation. T'his degree of warmth may be underftood to
reft between thirty-cight and forty-fix degrees of Farenheit’s
thermometer. 1f then the warmth of the cellar in which
new-made cyder is placed be between thele points, we may
expect (no adventitious caufe interrupting) that the vinous

fermentation will commence and go on with due regularity.

It has been obferved above, that fermentation is an in-
teftine motion of the parts of a fermentable body; this mo-

tion, in the prefent cafe, is always accompanied with a {mall

hifiing noife and evident ebullition; the bubbles rifing to
the furface, and there forming a fcum or foft fpongy cruft
over the whole liquor.  Thhis cruft is frequently raifed and
broken by the air as it difengages itfelf from the liquor, and
forces its way through it. Thefe effects continue while
the fermentation is brifk, and at laft gradually ceafe. The
liquor now appears clear to the eye, and has a pungent
vinous fharpnefs upon the tongue.

Now is the critical moment which the cyder-maker ought
not to lofe fight of; for if he would have a firong and ge-
nerous liquor, all further fenfible fermentation muft be ftopt.
"T'his is beft done by racking off the pure part into open
velflels, and placing them in a more cool fituation for a day
or two: after which, it may again be barrclled and placed
n fome cool place for the winter.

It is poflible, however, that a variety of avocations at the
feafon of cyder-making may take off too much of the far-
mer’s attention from this branch of ccconomics, and eive

opportunity to the acetous fermentation to come on, ere he

i%

-~
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e is aware of it. 'What remedy (it may be afked) has he to

o prevent the ill effects thereof running to full extent ?—Se-
- e, veral have been tried; fometimes with a degree of fuccels,
TN, or at other times wholly unavailable.

I'he moft popular ones are the following:—a bottle of

French brandy, half a gallon of fpirit extracted from the lees
renkieit’s of C}'d'ﬁi'; or a lr_ulf'_l'_- of old C:-Lit..'r youred into the cafk, foon
which after the acetous fermentation is begun; but no wonder if
all thefe thould fail if the cyder be ftill mn‘.inuud in a clole

Vinous warm cellar. To give effect to either, it is neceflary that

Wity the liquor be as much expoled to a colder atmolphere as
conveniently may be, and that for a confiderable length of
mo- time. By fuch means, it is poffible to reprefs the fecond
fermentation in a great meafure; and if a cafk of gosd cyder

e 10 cannot from thence be obtained, a #slerable one may.—
g ‘Thefe remedies are innocent; but if the farmer or cyder-

nerchant attempt to cover the accident occafioned by neg-

‘ation of lead, let

ligence or ina ttention, by applying any pr

1, him refle&t that be is about to commit an w'-;':."' tte and ungua-
lJr-'.' j._'-f‘:-r'-fl murder on f".l afe U .-‘:'r-'.-:'i it m 'y be ta -.I.-".'I-'.r'.":' .fl.'-
draurht.®
Unge;
. 1 thus to fophifticate 2
"'-':-" 1e following manne
of ory water, drop a {mall gquantity
-“1 hereof into a glafs of fulpedted eyder, and if it has been impregnated
o i with any preparati lead, its colour will foon change to a-brown,
£ dirty red, or bl t if it be genuine, its colour will remain nearly
 day the fame. Some 1i~l':'-': liver of fuly hur will have a fimilar effeét.
i Bifhop WaTson direfls us to boil together, in a pint of water, an
placed ounce of quick lime and half an ounce of flowers of brimitone; a few
droy ps of this li iquot bemg let fall into a glals of cyder cont taining lead,
{I'.‘ wil ._'-‘| e the whole inte a colour more or lefs brown. 1‘-”:1}'5.
.1‘.:'..;- 378
i€ 1= In the 4thand gth vol.of the Bath Society’s Papers, there are {everal
; Ve Valll .--'r‘ papers on the !.-_-:'ruun.h effects of lead wellels in L.;ll','l\.':i,
| .

which delerve publick notice and attention.
Q Stumming
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. 1 .11 ' s, . -  EDRF Rt e
fuming a calk with burning uiphur; and 1s thus PETL rmed :

take a '_h"]il of canvas cloth about twelve inches lone and two
broad, let it be dipped in melted brimftone. When this
match is dry, let it be lighted and fufpended from the bung
of a cafk (in which there arc a few gallons of cyder) until

it is burnt out: the cafk mult remain ftopped for an hour
I or more, and then be rolled to and fro, to incorporate the
| fumes of the match with the cyder, after which it may be
filled. If the fftumming be defigned only to fupprefs fome
flight improper fermentation, the brimitone match is fuffi-
cient; but if it be required to give any additional flavour
i to the cyder, fome pow lered ginger, cloves, or cinnamon,
8c. may be firewed on the match when it is made:—the
burning thefe ingredients with the fulphur will convey
fomewhat of their fragrance to the whole cafk of cyder;
but to do it to the beft advantage, it muft be performed be-
il fore the vinous fermentation be fully perfected.

To perfett a veflel of cyder, after the foregoing fteps

-
|

I have been taken, it will be found neccifary now and then t

(=]

fupply the wafte occafioned by evaperation and infenfible

fermentation with freth cyder; and the beginning of

April following to give it a final racking. Atth
commixture of cyder made from the
i - - = 3 -
) lulcious and [wect apple, with that of
' ; . 1adl s E R -
- be recomnmiended, to give it @ general
- 1
1 i i ur o
| ' H 4
| 1 Y 1
1 .
- ( ) r, and put
| L L eit o a clear
| ! 1 1
1[ . 1S | i L12KE 1L OiT Til€
gre, and , by little and
y ]
! I
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little, and continue f(tirring it till it be thoroughly mixed.
This colouring tinges to perfection, is very cheap, gives no
lufcious {weetnefs, but rather an agreeable bitternefs, and
thus recommends itfelf to the nicer palates.

Soon after this, in the fane month, the cyder may be
ed; and by the month of June the owner may ex-
pect to find himfelf poffefied of a rich, pleafant, and whole-
fome liquor.

(44

If there be a general chara&teriftick of good cyder frui

his: that the apple be of a yellow or light

it feems to be t
red ground, tinged with red flreaks on the fun fide, of a

Imart acid fiavour, with firm but Juicy parenchyma _.—-zf

“ 1t pollefs thele criteria, be it called by what name foever
¢ it may, it will, doubtlefsly, make good cyder.”
i JI .}
{d¥
.
a2 CHAPTER
il ——— b
B e e I
E—— e -~ e - o
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. C i J-\ I'-].?‘ JI—\. kW
= IT A AT T T
".‘\\.”'ll"}:'a IIK\I.\\.I
]
"§ "HE low lands are badly wooded, and planting in ge-
N
: . P ST IR for e et
<% neral (hamefully negletted, particularly a very profit
rt of it, viz. the elm and the willow, both of which
| ¥ < . oL S L It aatitarls Lo =
; thrive in this foil, and the latter is much wanted for the
' purpofes both of the thatcher and fifherman.
| i
1 ‘There is, in the eaftern part, an extenfive chain of wood
- w ) | "y 1 " = ._ 1 A= r e 1. ] i, |
from the parifth of Eaft-Cranmore through Downhead, Clo-

ford, Whatley, Elm, &c. feveral miles in length, befides

other woods of confiderable importance. On the borders

NN ) O T i
of Wiltfhire is a large foreft, which extends from Pen-
Selwood to within three miles of Frome.

This foreft was difafforefted about the feventh of Charles

[. and divided into three portions, one whereof was allotted

to the lords of manors, another to the commoners, and

a third to the crown. The latter was fold off to the ad
joining landholders. Sir Richard Hoare, bart. Thomas
:"‘-'u_i".‘.I
elg; the Earl of Corke, and the Marquis of Bath, are the
| owners of the greater part of the woods now remaining
b " - ¥ - .
| No great quantity of woodland, in this traét of country,
' has been grubbed within the laft forty years, but much new
oround has been vlanted durine that period. particularly on
ground has been planted dunng that period, particuiarly on
' the hills belonging to the Marquis of Bath, Mr. Beckford,

and Sir Richard Hoare, very much to the profit of the
owners, as well as to the ornament and convenience of the
f\' ‘I

I'hefe woodlands are, in general, in a ftate of coppice

] ¢l a s b e £ 93 hiaBwy Aaale - the
wood, with an intermixture of timber, chiefly oak; but the

_1;_‘]:-,
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foil, particularly in the vallies, beinz in general of a {trono

ow clay, is of fo cold and retentive a nature, that vege-

is exceedingly flow; and the oak trees, though {pring-

| ntaneoufly, in great abundance, are fo apt to get
mofly and dead topped, that few of them come to a large
fize; and yet, on account of its vicinity to good inland mar-
s, which are never overftocked with underwood or tim-

: . : S
ber, the profit from woodland, under any tolerable degree of

A I
management, may be fairly taken at nearly double the value
of the adjoining land in an arable or pafture {tate; and the
vood 5 4 E e ;
i profit arifing from the new-planted hills, particularly the

{andv parts of them, has been, in many initances, near ten
Yl ) y )

per cent. on the original expence of planting and fencing.

nnrere ~ sty 1 3 :
e Surely no greater inducement can be held out to the
SN owners to preferve the old woods, or to plant new ones, in

foils and fituations fo favourable to their growth, and in a
country that would fuffer very materially for want of wood,
if deprived of this refource,

But as the profit arifing from thefe woods depends very
much on the mode of management, it will not be thought

improper to give a few general rules, taken from the appear-

ance of fuch of thofe woods as are well managed, to the

e the owners of thofe woods that have a very different appearance,
9, and that appearance not occafioned by any apparent difad-
vantages of foil or fituation.
= : The natural defect of thefe woods, particularly that par
Jay o0 of them which abounds with oak timber, has already been
B : ftated to be the flownefs of their growth, “T'his proceeds
: from three caules:
he 1/7. The native coldnefs of the foil.
2dly. The expofure of a great part of the woods to the
e fouth-weft wind. And,
i 3dly. The injury the woods receive from cattle.
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: s : :
In proportion as thefe defects have been obviated by art,

the woods may be faid to be well or ill managed. Drain-

o 1 . .!I
of them 18 theo th

bvious remedy of the

-

ing the cold wet par
firft-mentioned defect. Screening them from winds, by
{kirting with Scotch fir and other hardy plants, and keeping
them moderately thick of timber, are the beft remedies for
the fecond. But both thefe remedies will be ufelefs, unlefs
a ftri&t attention be 'fa;':a;] to the fences, fo as to Keep the

woods from being cropped by cattle.  "T'his is particula

hurtful to flow erowing timber, and by it thefe woo
nurti { ;

(thourh in very few inftances {ubject
LY [ P, .

—*
=
—

&

1Te

WL,

are very materially inj

1 1 Pl /12 1 & ey 15 s

W !‘ICI'L_"\'\‘I\ as 1s the cale in the greatelt : 4Tt O1 tI€ ‘~'.I'\Ji;31
oak timber is the natural produce of the foil, 1t Thould, 1:}-
all means, be encouraged; and as its growth to a certain pe-

riod is ufually very rapid, and afterwards altogethc

of {tagnation commences,

and a frefh fer let up to fupply the deficiency.
I'here are many inftances i thele woods, where, although
the underwood the beft management be made

worth more than pounds per acre at fixteen years

erowth, vet at leafl fmall oaks, worth twenty fhillings
a-viece, may be cut regularly at every round of the wood,
a-piece, may ) )

om every acre, and that without injury to the underwood.
No fyftem will pay equal to this; the underwood, inftead
multiplicity of trees, will abfolutely be
ut any. 1 he fhelter afforded by thefe trees

for the damage done by the dropping from

ath underwood, on which the value of
coppice wood ereatly depends in this couniry, (and which
i = - - %

does not grow well under the dropping of tunber) does not

in general thrive well in thefe cold foils.
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i | 1
1 he undg d that tt |l i
ald e . RS | I 1
a101CT, andad apove ail o . L LNCIC K ) 0 Will i
proper attention be paid to them, be fit to cut a (teen years
| 4 L
rowth ; if cut oftener, the wood will {carcely be laree enoug
nurnoles ‘_r- 13 » cOlUntry i e (L
] E HES 1} 11K Ll 1L iU =1 G EC) | 14
e B T e S T R e i B e 1
muchn longer, the timber 1s apt to receive a check from the

S PR 1c | 58 e | £ &l . "
cold winds, when deprived of the (hel

I'he coal-pits near Mendip furnifh
-

for the poles of this underwood, and the demand for the

SR L e . .
domeltick ules of the country is f

e 5 and as not H.ijai} this end of the county of Son

i o 1 &}
DUt dilo thne af

e iy @ ek g S 1

nning part of Wiltfhire, depend on thefe
Fe H £ e lr imbher . b e . -

woods for oak timber, the demand is, and always will be

equal to the l'ul‘-:;‘,-_'.

From the produce of thefe woods charcoal is fometimes

nt for the ufe of the manufadturers. I'’he wood is then

cleaved and h*'-'ii.J:-"i- into what is called a cord of wood, the
dimenfions of which are,

o feet 4 inches long,

+ do. 4 do. high,

1 A » oy " ’ | - r: s s
['he price of cleaving and heaping from 1s. 10d. to 2s.

xpences of burning one hundred cord

3d. per cord. The e

1 ¢} 1 1 f o - 13 i
ot wood, the value of which tor fuel 1s fix fhillings per cord,

may be thus eftimatec

LEs g

Cabin for the man —  — - =

€ man - O &0
R e S T e
burning 203 lacks of charcoal, at 6d. per fack 6 11 &

Halling ditto, at 6d. per fack — - 6 11 6
Unloadine — — it

Wear and tear of facl

|

L
|
|
l

I

L
o
o
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Ired cord of wood, as fuel, at 6s,
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&

PRODUCE.

['wo hundred and {

cach W oA T0] ner | . A 5 ;
CdClly el 45. 2K . Pl dact 4 2 I
.‘_. -1 1 1 = 5
{'1‘.]:.. WG Gedlict —— —_—— — _llj 10 0

Balance in favour of charceal in comparifon with

fire-wood - . —— — L1606 12 1

As to the new-planted woods, particularly thofe on the

iigh parts of Rodenl -hill, ‘Witham-park, and Kingfettle-

101 Al 1M 1L° i :

hill, althoueh all kinds of wood erow well upon them, (and
I & e 2 1 i e B ey W A et Bl R

elpecially upon the fandy parts of them) provided they are

planted in mafles fufficiently large to fhelter themfelves from
the winds, yet nothing appears to grow {o well as fir, and

-

S ., VI ¥ ol = & sl <o = ¢ lirar
particularly Scats fir. An occalional mixture of filver fir,

{oruce fir. and larch, on fome of the beft and moft (heltered
I 3 b

1 and other foreft

{pots, and a general thin mixture of b
trees, add certainly very much to the variety and beauty of
the plantations in which they haye been introduced ; but in

rofit the Scots fir ftands unequalled, for rapidity

point of

of erowth, for i"‘a;u;_win"ih-' in value when grown, and above
all, for its ability to bear the cold expofure of the country.

"here are inftances on thefe hills, on land not worth, in

lings per acre, that plantations

a ftate of pafturage, three fhilli
b Ao s b Elireiar =1 i = =i | o |}1"r
or ocots irs, of thirty years old, are now worth €ighty

J J
AMmInde ner aere ¥ 4 I o Aarmand r',...,l“ rind of w ”.i 11 o
pounas pel ﬂ...T\: and the demand 1or this Xind orf wooq il-
~reafoc ac Falt ae jts 1fes. beeaule more and more known
creales as ralt as its ules, becaule more and more Knowil.

I : e the reldize of the
A oreat encouragement ll!l'g]\; to cover the reiidue or the

land, of this delcription, with plantations; efpecially when

S
eet and a half diftance,

* This is proved by ftating, that at eight

{ix hundred and forty trees ftand onan acre ; and that they are worth,
1low computation, two fhillings and fix-pence eacit.

1t
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it is confidered that this kind of application of the land not
only contributes {o wonderfully to the improvement of the
eftate on which it is made, and to the employment of the
poor of the neighbourhood, but that it alfo adds fo much to
the beauty, the comfort, and the conventence of the country
for many miles round.

The coldnefs and fournefs of the foil of this part of t
country, and particularly of thofe parts that were once in
wood-land, tend much to depreciate its value in cultivation,
either as arable or pafture land.

In an arable ftate it produces few forts of grain kindly. It
will not at all do for barley; it is in general too poor and
ftubborn for beans, and only a very favourable feafon can in-
fure a good crop of oats; wheat is its favourite crop, and
this is fometimes late in ripening, and is frequently pur-
chafed at the lofs of two or three years rent, and of more
dung than the pafture part of the country can afford to lofe-

And the peculiar inaptitude of this foil to return to grafs,

after it has been once ploughed, (and more efpecially, as is
too often the cafe where it has been burn-beaked) is an in-
fuperable objection to its being ufed in any kind of conver-

tible hufbandry. In a ftate of grafs land, the latenefs of the
fpring, and confequent length of the winter, reduce its value

very much, even in the only mode of application to which

api
it is at all adapted, viz. ¢ the dairy.”

The great improvement of which the cold part of this
country is capable, may be exprefled in a few words,
« Shorten the winter.” This is to be done principally by
draining off the fuperfluous water; as the fprings of fo many
1__".3;:.‘5[\,;:: rivers, viz. the Frome > the (....-r.":;:) and the f;rr:.'L') rife

in this neighbourhood, the land muft every where be full

of it; and fecondly, by treading the wet land as little as
poffible in the winter; but, on the contrary, winter hayning,

vherever
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raciticable, ang of courie mowing early in the
ing as much as I:u.:-.‘.:.‘tl:.' to mow and

ot il 2 lter el
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\ . [ B i1 1 & - M &
Nothing has contributéd more to the improvement of the

o M 1 -
cold wet parts of ti 1 {e

1an the plan whi

ound, of buillding fheds for houfing cattle in

the winter. T his not only prevents the land from being

poacl

hed out in wet feafons, where
trod out of {i

> fward 1s frequently

ung, of which the land

15 fo much to had {o

little; it being a well-known faét, th ny pieces of lan

have been conftantly mown ewery year within the memon :
ot man, '.".ill! (NAat requent not ¢a Il 1 Aucult, wi }‘. )

1

the lealt return of dung, or any other manure wl

only the a

¥

Laari s ey e e 1
to have been given them by the

Iijp!lu. L

fodderine of cattle thereon in the winter. and whi
TOAACring of cattie tnereon 1 the WINLer, .,1_-“1 Wit

1y done more harm than eood.*
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Thofe parts of this diftrict which have a covering of red
loam, particularly in Witham-park, and thofe which lie on

fand vein which runs through Kilmington and

Y arnfield, have been much improved by chalk, from Brad-

. ; = o
ey, Long-Knowl, &c. and by this afliftance may be very
profitably kept in tillage; but the want of a permanent ma-

T
o3

nure for the cold clays, which comprife the greateft part of

t, is a very great objection to the ploughing them
at all, and a ftrong recommendation to the keeping them in
a ftate of palturage.
W herever there 1s; in this cold country, an appendage of
Wla ]

]

arable land to a dairy farm, and ¥

ich 1s certainly not only

kit 1

uleiul, but ablolutely necellary, on account or lraw for

making dt

123 care fhould be taken to prevent the tenant

from ufing any part of the flall-dung on the arable land, fo

like, for

re him to buy lime, rags, athes, and

l Nt |1 ...‘_"

i d ] ] I mall

nortion of the fiel av well be Ipared, withh a view to tlic melioration

I } }

The prefent is faid to be an enlightened age. It certainiy is an age

f iments, which, in inftar , are prolecuted with the

wrdour, though, at the fame time, to the queilion, cu borme £ no

\ WEI Ca In this cale the bonum i1s obvious

nd ex:enfive, and the beft way of accomplifhing it 1s an object highly
deferving the attention of the Board, R.P.

the
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the latter, and to referve the whole of the ftall dung for the

grafs land.
E_'. St sratiraasietit Tho .1-1 A1l i-.-s R R - Ko -
Lvery encouracement fhould allo be given to induce the

‘,ly

1
thould alfo be

tenant to underdrain the land, or, if the landlord has al

made the drains, to preferve them. He
obliced to mow and feed the land alterna ';-’j , and induced,

by proper cattle-theds, to take his cattle off the wet lands
fome time in November, whereby he would not only fave
treading out his land, but alfo be enabled to get early grals ;
he would by that means alfo be enabled to mow early in
the fummer, and of courfe to get a good crop of after-grafs,
which he might preferve till a Jate period in autumn, and by

thus fhortening the winter at both ends, he may be enabled
1

by art to reduce it nearly to the length it generally is, in

more favoured fituations, and thereby, in a great meafure,

CLIC '.]l'.: £ Yeal na a Tect .‘-_." Ihe i',_-",’?;f,‘}',

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XI.

WASTES,

B ri‘] IE largeft uninclofed (#pland) common in this diftrict,
is the foreft of Nersche, containing about eight or nine

hundred acres.

The right of ftocking on this common belongs to the

hite- Lackington, Donyat, Braad-

parithes of Ilminfter, W
way, and others; and in regard to quantity is unlimited.
For want of proper draining, this common rots the fheep,
and is of very little value. If inclofed, drained, and culti-
vated, it might be made worth from twelve to twenty-five

thillings per acre. Next in fize is White-down, near Chard.

There are a few other {mall uninclofed commons in differ-
ent parithes ; but their total amount does not exceed four or
= five hundred acres.

Of the moor, or low marfhy lands, there cannot be lefs
than eight thoufand acres.

=
i 1d, is, for the moft part, in {mall
i iy .5, [ G L1 L I aal Ly i JLidald

=
]
=

The land in open fie
nieces of one. two and three acres each Were nroner ex
PleLc N1, TWoO, 4l nreg acres €acil. v LIC proper €x-
changes made, and the fame divided into pieces of ten or
twelve acres, it would be advanced in value eight or ten

fhillings

125 DET' acCrc,
- A

—_—— e

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XII.
i)

IMPROVEMENTS

&-‘ LEAT attention is paid to draining by all the (heep
- i
¥ farmers. The common drains are {i

I are lixteen inches

wide, from twenty to thirty deep, and are for the moft part
J,-[ ; turf drains; and when the turf is flrong they are found very
[ | & durable.

Paring and burning but little practifed.

( CHAPTER XIiI.
| LY B 8 T O K,

[' " —
1 GRAZING MANAGEMENT
' rl"[lfi RE are two methods of fatting oxen, the one called
fummer, the other winter fatting; the firft is thought

the moft profitable, and accompanied with the leaft rifque.
In the firft method, they are purchafed in February, and

are for the moft part of the Devon fort, bred either in the
[} Northern part of

that county, or in the lower part of So-

| merfetthire. They are bought in good condition, and coft

from eight pounds to fifteen pounds each; during the in-

’ rval between February and grafs time, they confume each

' about ten hundred or twelve hundred of inferior hay, viz.

the fkimming of their fummer leaze. When at grafs, they

J are
|
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d lome Onx Lo ¢ ) lories, 1 any, are
E 1

& ™ e ¥ £% 2 3 % & Fs t ] . 1 Ty & AT +
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S WP | § . % - *e oy Sl 5 o

res O 1 OTOUTNC. C iL Wil OC 1al, 101071 DE=

loon after MMichaelmas, paymng for their keep

L iy
HIES PO WOLKR.

I'requent bleeding, in fmall quantities, is found to acce-

The next flock are bought in June, Tuly,

- o = ¥

are not of {o good a fort, being either home-bred or

+14 e L g (R  — oA z > ) ' .
ed i the winter, and fometimes fatted in the field; in ei-

her cale they have the beft hay, and |
Tt ¥ e ] ‘- -1 A \-. .'u'\_— 5 5 F -'.. FP ...
[ hey are fat in April and May, and fell from twelve

1

i 1rs » 7 e | l‘
LD TOUTrtcen j'ﬂ.”._'[lt'.:. €4cCIl.

rrazier accupying two hundred acres of land may fat

)
\ A2 in o e | B, E x yrl3a 5 r
yearly onc hundred head of 0oxXeEn, to which add two hun-
Ired and feventy fheep and ten colts, conftituting altogether
L [ =]

s

a profit comfortable, but by no means exorbit

may be thus {tated :

The account

L7 LSt
= gt
o m - — - 7 =
b To—
I — e B —— - e Gt - —
i -
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GRAZING.
IJP". f- Je r";"-

— ~ e S ey B = o~ i o
IO rent orf 200 acres, avel '..":_L valle _‘}.'_'."_v. 4an acrc "‘n' 40 0 O

To tithe and taxes, fay —_— SOOI
Feb. To fifty oxen,at 11l T
Fuly. To fifty oxen, at 7l — 350-0 O
T'o mowing and making fifty acres of hay,

at I0s. 250 0 O

To {kimming and making fifty acres of fum-

mer-leaze, at 3s. 710 ©
To wages throughout the year, befides the

farmer’s labour —
T o accidents R

|

To profit (intereft of capital and accidents in-

cluded) : — 277 IO C
*f1730 0 ©

Cr.
Of. By fifty oxen, at 18l —— goo 0 ©
May. By fifty oxen at 13L —_— 650 ©
By profit on feventy fheep, fummer kept — 40 0 0

By profit on ten colts
By profit on two hundred fheep winter fatted,
and fold in April unfthorn

3 T - = I ey 1 L
* Nothing can be more pleafing and fatisfactory, to a rarmer en-

gaged in the department of grazing, than a power of afcertaini

r, &c.; this may

feparate pay of each partic

1%

s Thept
0X, theep,
P
accomplifhed by means of a w

ing engine, For the weight of the

ox, &c. when bought, being thereby exaétly determined, the a im
fhould be then numbered in the horn, a book correlpondent to fuch

it fhould be then inferted,

ng opened, in which the wer

nad
NEUL Gl g

=3
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I'he oxen, when fat, are driven to the London, the Sa.
fifbury, and the Briftol markets, at the following expences,
(lalefman’s commiffion included:)

London, 12s. per head
Sarum,  §s. ditto
Briftol, 2s. ditto.

They are nine days travelling to London, a diftance of
one hundred and thirty miles. It is difficulr to fay which
may be confidered as the beft market; but the general opi-
nion feems to be, that the London market is calculated

for thole only who attend it re _,'nE.-.:J}' every week, the price
of beef per ftone greatly varying according to the plenty or
icarcity in the market.

some farmers graze heifers in preference to oxen, buying
them in about the months of March and April, and felling
them in October and November. The profit amounts to
torty (hillings or fifty fhillings each for their fummer food;
and the land 1s ftocked after the rate of one heifer to each
acre, together with a confiderable number of fheep both in
fummer and winter; and it is thought by many, that t
method of occupation is more profitable than the former.,

Others fat two-years old wedders of the Dorfetthire and
Somerfetfhire breed. The Dorfet fort are purchafed about
Michaelmas, at Sherborne and Stolford fairs, price from
twenty fhillings to thirty fhillings. No hay is given in the
winter, unlefs the weather be uncommonly fevere, or the

ground covered with fnow. They are fold fat between

February and May, and weigh from twenty to thirty pounds
per quarter. A few oxen accompany the fheep, which are
bought in the fpring, and fatted the enfuing winter. It is
the univerfal opinion, that fheep are not fo profitable ftock
as oxen,

,
R It




g -

It is no unufual thing for fome
their prime oxen a fecond flummer's gr

are brought to a | (tate of P

11 1 S P | e s ot L e e £ Bl SR R
I KNOWI1, that an animal nearly Idt  wWill coniume mucn
Vale fred than 3 noor
¢ls Tood than a 12-\,'41 one.

Ewes and lambs are alfo the ftock of f

are purchafed partly in the autumn i
the fpring with the lamb by their fides,
the Dorfetthire or Mendip breed.

All the graziers of this county are partial to the red oxer

- T

of Somerfet and Devon; and you feldom fee a North-

countrv ox in their poffeflion. They will not allaw that

L. AT 7 = e
the Northern oxen potlels an

Iabour or flaughter ;

o

ce fhould be

made for long-eftablithed prejudices; but it muit be ad-

i R - & - k s <L o C
mitted, that in the London market, to which fat oxen are

brought from all parts of the kingdom, the Somerfetfhire

(next to the Galloway Scot fatted in Norfolk and Sufio

annear 0 haar th ~=lla ~t1 113 relbiatd
appear to bear the LL.'.L‘\ both m relpect to finencis o1 orain

Glilt‘. internal fatnefs; ana there cannot

(o - | ] 1 ey o ! e B < {1
Ol 'L!.'.'..,'JI' merit than the increaling demand for them witiy the

moit eminent grazicrs ol l,'\!'-;‘u\.:- 1irE,

e gl oo b aes vesylar]y attend the fairs botl
WICKINre, &G, Imany ol VIO IeCliiarty Al Liic fairs both
J J

of Devon and Somer ict, as purchaicrs of them [\...u, and 1

have been credibly informed tliey find a good account in

fo doing. As to myfelf, it 1s with reluance that I hazard

an opinion on this fubj o which, men of long

ded, and on which

s :
eftablifhed experience

it. But I cannot help remarking,

&

hat if the fuperiority of the Northern fort were o conipi-

: e .
CLI( s the great DIee i 15 Il
1 [ £ thoir ) p B A 1. el aalt Frenyin S e
that fome of tncir b friends and moit 1irénuous fupporter

n
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in the ,’:':.';J.'l line defert them ]lch.‘j and gni an ungu

i 7. T ¢ e g 111 :
fied preference to the Weftern breed ! § not ligely 1o

1 1 - e s | ]
1 wary and confiderate farmer would avel one
107 1t 18 =1 H
inies to N . With all
7 T
1 N muit attend
i
L (Ll cneap ana
ll-. .
T - -
higy oood at hoiie
INothing 1s more cel Jitys
¥ 0] and this principle oftu
1 i
WILN 1 1s unlupporied
and t tri a prod
be eq 1 L '} ¥ L L i = | -
4119 11eedd I '
LUl dii F'OGUCCd 1il 1S 1
Tior | he red breeds oI lLiey and I |
S P e 1 g ¥ oo |
1 be oreflively increafing, and they are now pai daifperfed
£ ad- Qver great part of the Kingdom; and in reipect IEIr qild-
£ . ! i
en are

53 L | e G gl avilir helisve thev ve 1o . the
[ 10 deciaealy, 1ot ] VETILY DCIICVL 'L:‘ILJ', Nna Imna Il 3 i
the (d 1re,
o1
- IO ] 1CCh,
1 . - »
Wty Iy 1lla
LR

farmers, 2 valuable fort highly {uperior to the general 1
of the county; and I muft again repeat, that tie fafelt plan
BN, CE T, T I S~ [ = el e P I baened
WHICH a [arimer can add I‘JT 1S [ac Or 1mMproviig Lis Dit

a judicious fel

L . . = - v 1
e‘tion of his beit females, and by p

ninenty

14 i - n o |y aray hhi Caryn | \ V1T 1
thofe points wherein his females may be for lefc

i A total cl of ftock is frequently accompanied with lofs
1 l F |

- ] % - i by -I - - = ~ 1Y P -
and difappointment; and if the attempt {ucceed, you are for

|
R 2 a coniderablie
" E
"
= - - 3 = -
Se— = > = B i M‘_ ’ = - — —_— =
— - - —— . - - -
—
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the Jiline fort of the county, whatever they may be

A
)
—
3
—
¥

-annot eafily be overcome; and you may in vain expect at
market a price adequate to your care and exertion.

Notwithitanding what has been faid, there are certain

Ll
well-founded axioms in the grazing fyftem relating to the

- Cvhe 1mal thich car r ity h,, ]-'|L"'"'i"'1' |}=
fhape of the animal, which cannot juitly be dilputed. e

licacy in the horn, head, and neck; deepnefs and roundnefs
4

of the carcafe, widenefs of the loins, clafticity in the flefh,
fmall bones, accompanied with a thin {kin: thefe, with

many other points which might be enumerated, are conli-

dered as effentials, and are feldom unaccompanied with an

aptitude to fat.
'he fame partiality which I have here 1 ated to exilt

among the Marfh farmers in favour of the red oxen, was,

a few years fince, as ftrongly manifefted in favour of the
Y

Dorfetthire fheep; but of late the polled breed of the lowet
part of the county gain ground, and are in high efteem.

I'hefe theep are bred in the neighbourhoot

on, Wivelifcombe, &c. they

large fhear of wool, and fat ickly; but

n})]i!f-m‘ be oreatly improve

1 €
e BT R B T fl g iz (e em WAL oo
to which they have in hize and hape 10me decree of affin
r | 1.5 1 | 1
['he objection made 1 he | 1 that ¢ 11 ) A
T 1
Crols w .'.]-'I L.eircetter 1 3 that hat t
1 1 1
they {hould lo : and t
1 L] 1

I L ine i v ] ) il S S |
1 1
the b r, that i
aurel calonu . I
I P e ; 1 e s S | g
the ihde 1at of a 1heep W I his mmtern ture to be re-
A T 5L ey
duced nx i 5 i 1iis as mucin

fiblv could be) o : ]
a0 J Lol . ( - 1O “€ PEr pound,
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Langport, fecond Monday in Lent.
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efe-making, the profit arifing is in proportion
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but principal regard is paid to the breed
T'he dairy-men think it more profit-

all bree he beft breed in
kept; and the cow gives milk the
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the bezinning of !"ebruary to Lady day, and Ih-'}' take preat
care to keep their cows well three weeks or a month before
they calve; the n ilk will rife 1n proportion to the goolnels
(.{ their ;\_.;'-\'Er.-!ZL_':, VET'Y little attention is {“ to the nature

or lort o1 the bull, [ he calves [ thole rew u'.‘x‘u'iﬂui which

are reared to keep up the ftock) ive a month ere
I'!i_ butcher’s knife cuts the thread of their's \J ol uH ',I[],(i

cheefe-making begins in March, from which time it conti-

i - % = . e o £ Ty Bl B SRR i I L
ves which are reared are fed principally wi

1 .‘
v I i
1
!\'. . To 15 M 1-.1' butchers E..' m !1'_. neighl I'!Li]'-'- 10 :' h an
{ L les |1.';'|!|-!-_' (8] {".f:':‘ -.’"':' 1 ONE=
irfe carts.  "The veal is delicately white—{mall in fize, viz. from fix

i b 3 T e e rest] oy
a 1lmatl viliage illed Bati nmb: an i 1ts excellency

riped to th ¥ VIIE LC CAIVES ::'.i."! 11|"!_."~ oI mein

1 the Sout] vhere the dairy land i
cl ter, and fkimmed milk cheefe, the
C; 1 at a fortnight or three weeks old,

1d {uckled witl the
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tried to increale their erowth, by givine them whev
theay are mi -1'_. hiir thic | 1e renrohated a 143
tiicy are put to grals; but this pian 1s reprobpated as domng

more harm than eood. When they become ve

are {ubject to a diforder provincially

which 1s a mortification beginning at the hock, and proceed-

1INg wWith alronilhinge rapidity to the wvital parts, occa ONING
i i J {=]

death in a Very few hours. The firft fymptom is lamenefs,

and no cure has vet been found: the qua

comes intirely
{[;‘.:Iid ftate.

of gargut; nor is it con-

generally known;

and an mnveltigation of the ¢ the ¢ r, which might
Iead to the dilcovery of a cure, is well worthy the attention

’ ry

Cows are fubject to a diforder called the yellows, fomething

N o vay . Y v ] . " T
1muar to the jaundice I1n the human 1pecles. I IS «

1o
TR LN

-

---- ..|! .ilI I_ . |-_I | 3 -5 1 - 5 - " . II'-\ .
d'n.'l- irequently armccis the udder, and brings on a falfe quar-

ter, that is, a deprivation of milk in one teat, accompanied
with a fwelling and inflammation. For this, however, 1

vhich feldom fails, viz. flour of
liquid, two ounces a dole, and

three times in the courfe of

he bull in July, when they are

about one year and half old; and the prevailing opinion
~ 1 g | . 1 1
feems to be, that thole which are kept from the bull a year

loneer do not turn out ezesd miléers. The average produce

liricty have




' mas to Chri s one gallon per cow per day.
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ey are ourieen or Iuteen Yy
Y

nd when fatted they feldom get to a higher price than

~-maid cows 10 far as rel

to the 1n-door wo s produce of a dairy ire-

-
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-
- 1 ] y
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DAIRY TWENTY COWS,
Dr. Lt
To two milkers forty weeks, at 3s. per week 6 o o
T'o a man’s labour, winter ferving cattle, chan-
ging their paiture, felling cheefe, &c. — 4 O O
To dairy-woman, 4s. 6d. per week — II 14 O

To dairy utenfils, candles, falt, brafhes, mops,

and all other articles —_— 4 6 o
['o arnotto LI e e OO
1 ity thirty acres of fumnmer pafture, 40s. 60 o0 o
To the fame, and making fix tons

8] | E e O C)
"1'o rent of fifteen acres mown ground, 40s. — 30 0 ©
To making the hay, fay thirty tons, at 12s.

I0 O O

139 o ©
of money, and the decreafing

value of cows included

, intereft

113 IO ©

£252 10 ©
N.B. A large dairy might be kept for 25s. per cow,

Cr.

By ninety hundred of cheefe, at 45s.% — 202 10 O
By calves e — 15 0 O
By butter — —— I0 0O O
By hogs e - 25 o O

f252 10 0O

L Y e
—_—e

%

* At this time (January 1797) checle of laft year’s making is worth
]

ras T " v dne
{hree pounds Per hundred.

On

J
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W

vented by diffolving nitre in fpring water, and putting abou

a quarter of a pint to ten or twelve gallons of milk when

warm from the cow.

In the South-Eaft part of this diflrict, the theep are an
improved fort of the Dorfet, and many confiderable ewe

flocks are kept to the amount of four to fix hundrcd each ;

they begin lambing about Chriftmas, and the lambs are
weaned in May.* After the lambs are thorn, which i1s at
Midfummer, they are worth about fifteen {hillings each.—
T he produce of an ewe, fold at three years and three quarters

old, may be thus ftated:

Two lambs, at fifteen fhillings+ — 110 ©

Wool both of ewe and lambs e TG T

Folding ——e — — DJf .0

— = e
f -
L4 5 9

The ewes, forward with lamb in O&ober, are fold to the
eraziers who fupply London and Bath markets with

lamb, and fomctimes they bring thirty-five fhillings per

noulc-

head, though folded to the time of fale.

Some farmers buy wedder lambs about Midlummer

(thorn) at fifteen fhillings, and keep them about twenty-two

~tlvr

g 135 ﬂ'. ~ - Y 1
months, conftantly folding them: thcy
fhorn) to the graziers occupying the

oo vk e 7= {n | BRper Torht
}-"Ll.\.'\.. of twent Y- leven to thirty-£if 1L

# Would it not be more advifeable to protrat the lambing te
March or April ?
i Lambs have keen fold in the a 1 of 1596 nearly double

this ])‘"iu-'-
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i_'.li'iici('lﬁt, after all :=.L‘k."lth_'|.:h‘, to Keep up a regular ICCCiilorn,
it is as much as can be expected The {tock then will
confift of

150 Chilver Jambs

150 Ewes from one to two years old
150 ditto from two to three years old

150 ditto three years old.
o

600 in the whole.

From this ftock are fold one hundred and fifty pur (male)
lambs, and one hundred and fifty old ewes, yearly. "L'he
lambs are fold about Midfummer, and the old ewes are
bought by fucklers, for the London market, in September
or O&ober, about which time they begin to drop their
lambs. The ftock ewes are folded for cicht months, viz.
from the beginning of Aj F

the fale ewes are folded about three months. IFour hun-

dred and fifty theep will amply ire one-third of an acre
each night; and this is confidered as far f r in its effeci
to dung, or to fifteen quarters of lime, which is the fublu-
tute with people who do not a flock. By the follow-
ing comparifon, the value of fold may be fairly elti-
mated :—

(3 5 i

Fifteen quarters of lime, at 1s. 6d. — 1 2 6
Carriage feven miles — —_— 015 O

Mixing, fpreading, &c - S 0
viaxing, lpreading, oic. - S 0

fa2 2 6

The before-mentioned flock will annually fold upwards of

fixty acres; and the value of fuch manuring will amount

to one hundred and twenty-feven pounds ten fhillings ; but

as it muft be admitted that the benefit of the fold is not fo

durable
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are brought to the wvalue o
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OF SOMERSETSHIRE.
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CHAPTER XIV.
RURAL (ECONOMY.

"N 'HIS county is very populous, and the wages low;

notwithftandi there are very confiderable manu-

factures.
Men’s daily labour in winter is 1s. per day, with cider.*®
Ditto in fummer 1s. 4d. ditto
Women’s daily labour in winter is 6d. per day, with cider.
Ditto i fummer . 8d. ditto

Mowing grafs 1s. 4d. per acre, and one gallon of cider.

barley 1s. od. ditto ditto

ng wheat 4s. od. ditto, two gallons and half of cider.

And all other labour proportionably cheap.

 JL U - R r : T . P
Price of proviliens fomething lefs than in the North-Eaft

VY Ages are now (1797) advanced one-third at leaft.
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SOMERSETSHIRE,

CHAPTER VI:
ARABLE LAND.

FIYHE common fields in this diftrict are {o few, and the

uninclofed waftes (a portion of Blackdown and Pick-
eridge-hill excepted) (o infignificant, that little improvement
can be made in that way. There are a few low common
meadows, where frequently the hay crop ( provincially, zhe
tonfure) belongs to one man, and the after-grafs to another,
by which means fuch lands are totally neglected, being nei-
ther drained nor manured.

The wafte lands, on that part of Blackdown which lies
within this county, are fuppofed to exeeed a thoufand acres;
they are fo fituated on the duc!ivirj.-' of the hill, that floats
might eafily be made to convey the water, iffuing from the
fprings, over the land.

And if the water thould not be found to fertilize, it would
not be difficult or expenfive to convert thefe floats into
drains, and thereby render the ground more dry and healthy.

The occupiers of eftates contiguous to thefe hills ftock
them with young cattle in the fummer months, but the
diftant tenants reap little or no benefit.

On fome of their land they have fallows, and wheat al-
ternately, manuring with lime.

A mixture of the earth of the headlands with lime and
rotten dung, is the general manure for the ploughed lands,
and foapers’ afhes and rotten dung alone for the pafture.

"The method eommonly adopted for mixing the earth,
lime, and dung together, is, to carry the dung and fpread it
on the headlands, or on heaps of earth collected on different

T parts

!
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1

parts of the field, and then put the unflaked lime on the
dung, covering it up with earth till it 1s flaked, and fit for
mixing; but as the lime is by this mt:l}!tjd diffolved upon
the dune, the richeft part of the manure is confumed by the
lime, or carried off in vapour.

Drilling has been tried in this part of the county, parti-
cularly by two farmers of Halle, and by Mr. ANDERDON of
fHenlade. On lighe poor foils, it has been found to anfwer.
but in rich ftrong loams, the corn has proved too rank.

Mr. Anperpon has drilled all his corn for twenty years
paft. At firft he formed an experimental field of four acres
divided into feveral equal parts, where he tried drilling va
rious crops, in :.‘m..pl.afun with fowing them broadcaft, and
finding his drilled and horfehoed crops of beans, wheat,
peafe, turnips, &c. fufficiently encouraging to proceed

b 1
1Ch

acres, he has continued the practice ever fince;
means he has certainly improved his land, and eradicated
weeds.

e at firft ufed WrLLey’s drill plough for fowing double
rows, which is to be feen in the repofitory of the Society of
Arts in Londen.

With this, he drilled two rows, about a foot alunder, on
five-fect ridges, leaving intervals of four feet for horfe-hoeing
Since, he has drilled fingle rows on ridges of three feet, 1"-;;
which means he keeps his ground cleaner, and has a pro-
duce equally good with the double rows. Of wheat, he
cenerally reaps from fifteen to twenty-four bufhels per acre,
which is about the average of the wheat crops of his parifh
fown in the broadcaft way.

In the year 1791 he reaped from one field twenty-nine
bufhels per acre. The field was drilled in fingle rows, three

feet alunder; this may be called the Thullean method of

drilling, and was practifed many years ago by that enlight-
ened




OF SOMERSETSHIRE. 2:{'5
the ened agriculturift JETHRO Turr. The prevailing method
for of the prefent day is, to drill at intervals of fix, nine, or
pon twelve inches. Though the prattice of drilling corn has
the been highly extolled by fome, and aftonithing inftances of

produce recorded, yet the writer of this report cannot find
i that it gains ground in the county of Somerfet. If the ad-
of vantages refulting from the practice were fo great as they
o are reprefented, furely the common farmers would adopt it.

The faving of feed would alone be a fufficient inducement,
and in a national point of view would be worthy the atten-
tion and encouragement of the legiflature. Experience, that
- beft guide in all agricultural purfuits, has fhewn that there
i are fubftantial objections to the practice, and they may be
comprifed under the following heads:
b |

1ft. The difficulty in getting compleat drilling and hoe-
ing machines, and labourers fkilful enough to conduct the
procefs.

2d. The danger of having too t4in a crop, whereby it is

rendered more fubject to ruft, blight, mildew, and the effect

of wind, than thick broadcaft crops.

dr 3d. Ranknefs in the firaw, fubjecting it to drop before
the grain is perfected.

1% 4th. Latenefs, and irregularity in ripening.

.-7 Let us now ftate the advantages:

Gkl 1ft. Saving of feed.

Ll 2d. Strength and vigeur communicated to the land by

o I well-timed hoeings.

P 3d. Deftruction of weeds.

A= How far thefe advantages counterbalance the difadvan-

ages, [ thall not take upon me to determine. I can only
fay, that my trials (and they have been repeatedly made on
a large fcale) have been uniformly unfortunate. In dry fea-
fons, the drilled corn, particularly barley, has been not only

P igkes
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7

latey, but uneven ripe, and this is an infurmountable obltacle
to the fale of it for the purpofes of malting; and in wet
{eafons the growthi of the firaw has been (o encouraged by
the hoeing, that it has dropped before harveft, and the grain
has been but of little value. Laft year I divided a ten-acre
piece, and drilled part with white Poland oats, in equidiftant
rows of one foot, after the rate of one bufhel and a half,
and fome part after the rate of two bufhels and a half per
acr

L Py R

his was done the beginning of April; three weeks after
1

(g

I fowed broadea/t the remainder of the field, with the fame

fort of feed, after the rate of fix bufhels per acre. Though

fown laft, the éroadca/? was ripe a fortnight before the dr:

I'he grain was of better quality, regulaily ripe, and the pro-
duce ten bufhels per acre more. The drilled crop, fows

thick, was better than the other. Were I to renew my

pradtice of drilling, I would (particularly in f{pring crops)

depofit nearly double the quantity of {eed recommended by
the advocates for drilling, and at leaft a month before the
ufual time of fowing broadcaft.

For beans, peafe, vetches, turnips, potatoes, carrots, and
all grofs-growing plants and roots, drilling cannot have a
more warm advocate than myfelf; and with refpect to wheat
crops on light fandy foils that are fubject to weeds, the ope-
ration of hoeing, which neceffarily follows that of drilling,
may frequently be of effential fervice not only to the wheat
crop, but to the fucceeding ones; but with refpect to corn
in general, and particularly darizy and oats, I muft for the

prefent demur, at leaft, till I have feen better proofs in fa-

vour of the drill fyitem. Pu:‘h:z;‘;i, indeed, the ill [uccefs
which I have experienced, and particularly the late ripening

already mentioned, mizht have been owing, in fome mea-

fure,
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I cannot difmifs this fubject without paying a juft tribute
of approbation to that ingenious mechanic and enlightened
aoriculturift, the Rev. J. CookE, whofe drill-machine, and
_}Lrﬁ--l:uc are well adapted to the purpofes for which they
are defigned. Though we cannot accord on the fubject of
the drill-hufbandry, I muft give my unqualified aflent to his
general principles refpetting the preparation of land for
arable crops; and I verily think, that his inftruments called

the fcuffler, and fearifier, are the beft contrivances I ever

beheld, for the pulverization of the foil, and the deftruétion

of weeds.

The ufual feed-time for wheat 15 November, but it is
frequently fown after turnips, {o late as January or February,
notwithftanding which, the crop is ripe and harvefted, in a
favourable feafon, by the middle of Auguft. Coloured

peafe are planted about Candlemas, white peafe are planted

1t Lady-day, horfe-beans from Candlemas to Lady-day;
oats are fown in March, barley in April and the beginning
of May; peafe are harvefted rather before wheat, barley at

the end of Auguft, oats and beans in September.
Of wheat they generally fow two buthels, peafe four

=

bufhels, beans five buthels, planted !_‘-}' women with dibbles

or fetting-fticks promifcuoufly all over the land, and the
. 1 Y » '1. -1 > 1 -  B= 1 "
crop 1Is feldom weeded; oats five bufhels, barley three bufthels

Of late a few farmers have drnlled their beans in rows

3 : v =tk R A . - -1 e _
wenty inches afunder, horfe-hoeing them; ot

hers thirteen

or fourteen inches alunder, hand-hoeing the alley, at the

to each other, in the beft part of the field, the broadcaft produced at
the rate of {ixty buthels an acre, the drilled at the rate of feventy-two
bufhels, yielding a fupesiority of twelve bufhels per acre in favour of

ghat detlled. R.PL A

t,\fi‘:L'IICC

B

= o
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expence of four fhillings per acre; in both thefe ways, they
have depofited nearly the fame quantity of feed as in the
promifcuous planting, efpecially in the clofer rows.

T'he produce has been uniformly fuperior to thofe planted

n the old methed, and the land kept cleaner for enfuing crops.

Rotation of crops on the clayey loam.

1ft. Fallow manured with ten cart-loads of dung, and

fixty or eighty buthels of lime per acre, mixed with the earth

of the head-lands.

2d. Wheat sth. Clover

3d. Beans 6th. Clover

4th. DBarley =th. Wheat.
J /

The grub has of late years fo attacked the wheat fown
on the clover lays, that this practice is in fome meafure dif-
continued.

In the foregoing rotation, the crops are good; feldom lefs

1
I
L

than twenty-five or thirty buthels of wheat, and the fame
quantity of beans. The beans are planted promifcuoufly,
after the rate of five bufhels of feed to an acre; and after
beans they fometimes fow the winter vetch; feed it twice in
the fpring, and prepare the land for wheat.

In no county are the farmers more attentive to the mode
of fowing wheat, or laying up their lands in fuch form as
to fecure them from injury by winter rains; and the quality
of the grain is fuch, as to induce the farmers of Suffex,
Hants, and Berks, to purchafe it for feed at Weyhill fair at
a great price; feldom lefs than ten fhillings and fix-pence
per bufhel.

An implement called a mattock is much ufed here, and
is peculiar, I believe, to the Weft of England; it is of great
fervice in fowing wheat and peafe on clay lands; the ridges
confift of fix furrows, with a furrow left unploughed be-
tween each ridge, which is called a ¢amd. The labourers

with
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with a mattock chop the furrows abroad, and bring part of
the earth againft the comb; the feed is then fown and har-
rowed with two horfes abreaft, each horfe going on the
comb; they then (with a plough called 2 combing plough)
divide it; the plough being conftruted to throw one half
of it as a furrow to the right, and the other to the left;

the labourers then go over the ridges a fecond time with
their mattocks, and firike thofe furrows towards the middle
of the ridges, which effectually covers what grain the har-
rows may have left uncovered, and leaves the ridges in the
fhape of a neat afparagus bed.

rf 1 th

his method is very well calculated for cl ayey and wet

Jands, where 1t would be dangerous for the cattle to trample
on the ground.

An acre a day is the ufual quantity ploughed.

On light loam, the following ratation is praéiifed.

1ft. Wheat. 2d. Peafe. 32d. Barley. 4th. Winter-
'thcs, which produce a good feed by the latter end of
March or beginning of April, and are fed a fecond time at
the latter end of M ays; the land is then ploughed once, and
fown with turnips, which are hoed and confumed bcfore
Chriftmas; and sth. Wheat again.
-

bar-

A better fyftem is adopted by fome, viz. fubftituting ba;
ley as the fifth crop, on which clover is fown. The clover
is well manured the enfuing winter, {pring-fed, and cut in
the autumn for feed; after which wheat is fown on one
ploughing as the feventh crop.

In the parith of Bifhop’s-Lidiard they frequently plough
their wheat-{tubble foon after harveft, give it a good drefling
of rotten dung, and let it lie in ridges during the winter.
In the months of February and March they fow carrots,

which are fit to be dug up the latter end of July; they then

{oy

1)
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fow turnips or plant cabbages, and after thefe fow, barley
and grafs feeds. On rich fandy loam this hufbandry can-
not be too much extolled.

It is not the general practice within thefe hundreds to
oive t = 1l

give the arable land a compleat fallow. ‘I’hey more fre-

quently introduce what they call @ pin fallow, which is

ploughing after vetches, clover, or beans, two or three times,

to prepare for a fucceeding crop of wheat. In this way
they put on a good drefling of rotten dung before the laft

IJiUu"' *

Nino
‘_.)-xlu:.-

ROUBARDB,

At Williton near Watchet, the Turkey rhubarb has been
cultivated, and brought to great perfection by Mr. BaLi,
furgon, of that place. His managementof this root having
been particularly deferibed in the annual publication of the
Society of Arts, &c. I fhall not netice it here, and fhall only
add, that equal attention and fuccefs have attended the ex-
ertions of James BERNARD, efq; of Crowcombe, in the
fame article, though in a different climate and foil.

Mr. BErnanb has alfo lately introduced to this country

fome fariners from Norfolk, whole example, it is to be
hooed. will excite in the neighbouring renters Brarlitiomt
hoped, will excite mn the neignbouring renters a dilpolition

to clean and meliorate their land, by turnips

}!:'{.‘\"i[‘.g i.'.I'UpS.

* The gre neral mode of carrving the harvell crops in this part of

the country is a firiking objedt to a farmer from a different part ef

the kincdom—it is on horfes’ backs. The face of the country is in-
deed fo generally fteep as to render this cuilom not furpriling to a
{pedtator—even manure is conveyed to the land by f{ingle horles, in a

dung-pot fixed cn each fide of a pack-faddle. In carrying corn, a

large wooden crook on each fide of the faddle is laden with the fheaves,
and when difcharged in the barn, or at the mow, the horfe is ridden

than

away to bg reladen, and in this way greater expedition Is made than

by waggons, or any other mode of conveyance. U.C.
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CHAPTER VII.
ORCHARDS,

1%37.?(?1:‘{?. I quit this rich and delightful vale, I muft not

pafs by unnoticed, their orchards, from which cider is
made 1n the higheft perfection. There are many gentlemen
in the neighbourhood of Taunton who fell their beft cider
for five or fix pounds per hogthead; and it is fuppofed that
they poflefs an art, peculiar to themfelves, of conduéting the
fermentation, and thereby preferving a rich and delicious

flavour.® The beft fruit delights ina (trong clayey foil, and

¥ In part of this county, the art of making {weet rich cider, which

0

fells from three to five or fix guineas per hogf!

fyfiem; and there are fome perfons who, on

{ it quantity or apples, undertake to make and carry it thre

the whole procels al > of fifteen thillings a hoethead

method of doing is they endeavour to ke ep a profound ret. The
:
|

writer of this 1 fTlion of this method, and has prac-

ule, defirous that all makers of cider,

unk 1t worth their attention, may profit by it, takes this op-

it more generally known:

PROCESS.

t not rotten, and all of the fame fort, that

e more uniform; grind and prefs them mode-
s ciofely. Pour the liquor into a tub to kive,
ad (which will rife on it fooner or later as the

m or cold) begins to erack, and the white froth

furface of the head, it muft be
ing into your veflel, At this time a great
1to the top, as well as depofited at the

quor is conti

nued longer in the tub, the head will
and a firong fermentation take place, which it
= : ? :

ibdue, and which carries away the fweets. Pro-

ceeding
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st is common to mix a certain quantity of bitter apples,

which add much to its quality for keeping; but unlels great

attention be obferved in making, the labour is in vain; for

wement than

cider requires much greater nicety of mat

t liquors. ‘The apples are fuffered to fall off the trees
! ’

or when thoroughly ripe, are picked with great care.* They

are then put in heaps to ferment, and remain in that ftate
for three or four weeks; after they are around, and the li-

ain in tubs, from thirty

quor is exprefled, it is fuffered to rem
to forty hours, when a fcum, or froth, will nife on the top;
this they narrowly watch, and when it breaks, they rack for
the firlt time into veffels; after which, unremitting attention

ceeding in your operation, tun into a ho

vallons of this cider. This done, burn in the vell

about fifteen g

ftrone match made with nearly a quarter of a pound of flone brim

flone, {lopping the In s clofe as pul'ii‘.-}f_', that none of the fume

| the match is guite burnt out, open the bung, and

may elcape. Wi

immediately pour in four ounces of fweer {pirit of nitre. Put in the

igly for near half an hour, by

. 11 +1 Y, 5 Y ¢
bung tight again, and roll the vellel firo

1 1 1" -
| be deftroved and taken up by

which time the lmoke of the match «

the liquor. Then {et the vellel in its place, fill it to within a finger’s

t no hicher, and let it ftand till the month of

breadth of the top,

be coming fine, and mufil be watched

¢ ed frequently by a peg in the barrel. When
perfedily ine, it muft be immediately drawn off and tunned into the
fame ¥ , after wathing out the lee, burning alfo at this racking a
fmaller brim{lone match. It is directed to be drawn off imomediately

when guite fine, becaufle a very 1

-2

¢ion. 1t becomes 1 rbid a nd fermentation 1s com-
menced, the, fweets fly off, and all the precedur oubl rendered
of no effeét. b

+ I would here particularly cat tion all farmers poflefling orchards,
not to fall in with the ufual cuftom of beating down the apj les with
flicks.

Early in the autumn the buds for the fucceeding year are formed,
and being tender, are foon deftroyed. To this violent attack on the

branches may, in a great degree, be fuppofed incapacity
of trees to bear fruit two fucceflive years.
15
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is 11ece

to prevent exceffive ferm

quent rackings.
\'\ ::'.,' c

Id be, mixed with it as beit [uits its ten

the natural foil is not good of itfelf, fuch manure

ihou

j_',-IE'a'..' :1] b._ d ClJ:[i ]11-.'11.-1 v 11'!,, ]\iL (‘u‘L ;{E-',i.i

TR N, T X T TR B ey e e,
aper’s athes, will bring it to a due temperament,

If it be light and holiow, marl, or mud from ponds and

rivers, highway Il

mixed with lime, cow dung, &c. will

GRS e R e e Nl sy W e e Sy
meliow and nrich ity and it the Ipade be oceafionally em-

ployed to dig around, without wounding the roots, a fruit
trec may be made to bear more abundantly, and to produce
sicher fruit,

e e e £ 31 it [ I i S R T
rovement ot the heads 1s alfo of as much

as of the roots; and this fhould be particul

i~ 1 L o - 3
vih of apple trees. This is reckoned a very

- -~

art of tree 'Ilkli]};:u;!ii}’g.. for according as the head

il sl IS m e SR S ey s e PRVECE Rtk i -
of the s hirft trained, fo it will grow in a form more or
Even in old orchards. judicious vrunine 1
HOALL QAU LGS, JUdICIOUS pruning nas
srequently made unfruitful trees 1N great abundancg
e e —— L —— e e e e e e ke
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CHAPTER VIII.
WOODS, &e.

JHIS divifion does not abound with oak, but eln grows

in hedges, and if their heads are not unfairly Jopt, g

=4
=

1

to a fize fufficiently large for the keels of thips of war. For
the molft part they grow from the inchors or fuckers of the

neighbouring trees; [};‘ul};ll‘.?}' fome from feed, Few are
planted from nurleries, nor is there often any occafion for
it, elm being the fpontaneous prodution of the country.
Their heads or fide-branches are feldom mutilated, it
being underftood that the ftem fwells in proportion to th
{ap that is drawn from the root to the head,
T'here are many coppices (chiefly of oak underwood) on

Loz ] e £ antock and e 1lls b : r

the dechvity of Quantock and other hills, but thev ar
€ 1-} (_‘_\: LOCK and LUICT s, Du [11(,{ are

under no fyftem of management. Their value, at prefent,

of twenty years growth, is from four to ten pounds per acre

[ La
I

CHAPTER




F
-

AGRICULTURAL SURVEY

=]

CHAPTER IX.

WASTES.

I:\: an Apgricultural Survey of the county of Somerfet, it
1

will naturally be expected that particular notice fhould

be taken of the foreft of Exmoor; its valt extent, and ca-
ability of improvement, render it an obje® well worthy of
I ) i ) )| )
attention.

This foreft extends from North to South about eight

miles, and from Eaft to Weft ten or twelve; contain
according to an accurate furvey lately made, about nineteen
thoufand nine hundred acres. Nearly at the centre of this
large tradt of land is an eftate called Sumonfbath, inclofed,
and confifting of about two hundred acres, with a dwelling-
1 A el R { .‘,._.:| Fadee nted ae 3 s Arel | Al cac 11 x
10111€, liICEnied and Ire 'lLlL.:ll\..-.J as an inn; and all omces bpe-

longing to it convenient for the management of the farm,

and tranfalting the concerns of the foreft. Here the

| horles that are bred

forefter has an annual fale for the {ma
on the furrounding hills; and here alfo, during the month
of May, he meets the farmers from all the country round,
who enter in his books the number of theep which are de-
paftured with him, at the rate of five-pence per head. The

fmall horfes (in the whole 1:{';‘.\;.’11'{!5 of four hundred) are

not taken into better keeping, nor to more fheltered grounds,
during the fevereft winter., When the fnhow covers the
foreft to the depth of many feet, thefe hardy animals are

feen in droves, traverfing the little vallies and fheltered parts,

gathering their fcanty fare from the banks of rivulets and

-

warm {prings; but the fheep are almoft all driven off for the

winter, in the months of November, December, and Janu-
ary, according as the feafon is more or lefs fevere.

47

The
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/

['he river Barl runs adjoining to this eftate, but refigns
its name on being joined by a fmall ftream, about two miles
to the Eaft, called the Ex. This fiream takes its rife in a
low {wampy fpot of ground, about two miles North-Eaft of
bmmmuath, and runs to the other end of the foreft; be-
comes, when joined by the Barl, a very confiderable river,

aind in its p.1ﬂ,1 ¢ to Exmouth, paffes by Bampton, Tiverton,
and Exeter, to which, and Exmouth, it feems to give name,
as well as to this extenfive foreft.

into thefe rivers, Barl and Ex, a number of fmall rivulets
from every direlion are conftantly pouring their 1Ln~..n:.,
and, fhould ever a general inclofure be attempted, offer an
opportunity of watering fome hundreds of acres. The
water in thefe rivulets feems of the pureft kind; it is not
impregnated with any noxious mineral, and the foil, beyond

any doubt, is favourable to vegetation.

On the fummits ef the hills, and efpecially on the Welt
and North, are fwamps of many acres extent. They are
cut up as turf, at the rate of eight-pence or twelve-pence
per thoufand, paid to the tenant of the foreft, and would be
in inexhauftible ftock of fuel to any inhabitants fettling on
the better part, as well as of black peat for burning lime,
working iron, fmelting ore, or any manufacture where fire

is uled.

T he roads are in general, as might be expected in fo large
a tract of land without inhabitants, very bad, and in fome
places fcarcely paflable. But the whole abounds with ma-
terials to make them firm and comfortable, at an eafy rate,
and few bridges would be neceffary.

Excepting a few willows and thorns by the fides of the
rivulets, not a tree or a buth, out of Simonibath eftate, is
to be feen on the whole foreft; but plantations of moft Kinds
need no more fhelter, nor better {oil, than is to be met with

here.
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here. Qak, firs, beech, and elm, would thrive in all {he
parts capable of tillage. And a very large proportion of the
whole needs but the fpirit, and the fortune, of fome one or
more of our wealthy gentlemen in England, whole atten-
tion, if turned this way, fantioned by the royal proprietor,
would render the foreft of Exmoor, in a few years, as fair
a profpect as the furrounding country; and not an ufelefs
and void {pace, as it now is, in the map of the county of
Somerfet. ‘I'he term #felefs, however, may be faid by fome
to be mifapplied, when the quantity of fheep is mentioned
that is depaftured on it. From the beft information to be
had, twenty-two thoufand are fummered here, befides the
four hundred horfes beforementioned; but the race is fo
fmall, and their value fo trifling, that little profit accrues to
the owner. Veins both of copper and iron have been dif-
covered, that might be worked to advantage, confidering
how convenient the fituation is for fhipping off the produce ;
Porlock, Lymouth, and Combmarten, all fea-ports, not
being more than nine miles diftant from the centre of the
foreft.

From each of thofe places, and alfo from Ilfracombe and
Barnitable, veflels are every week pafling to Wales (where
founderies have been long eftablithed) in ballaft. A large
vein of lime-ftone is known to pafs from Eaft to Weft near
the centre of the foreft, and proper ftone is found for build-
ing on almoft every patt.  And to compleat the whole, fate
of a good quality has been dug up in large quantities not far
from Simonfbath; and there is every reafon to think it may
be found in other places. Water is in plenty in every part,
as beforementioned: and feveral market-towns are within
a few miles of the foreft. Large trats of land are well

dapted for the tillage of flax, which is known to thrive

R

beft on cld or unvegetatgd ground, with a ftrong deep foil.

"=

4
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I'he grain which thrives in the adjoining parifhes would,
no doubt, flourith here; and a ready fale would be found in

ts, or by being exported from the

the neighbouring marl
ports on the Briftol

The afhes, arifing from the weeds and other extraneous
matter on the furface being burnt, mixed with lime, 'would
be a firlt drefling, preparatory to a crop of turnips or corn.

From the produce of the crops would arife manure for
future tillage; and what is now a barren wafte, might be
made worth from five to twenty fhillings per acre.

The plan for inclofures and buildings on the foreit, I
would recommend, is this: Let there be a fmall town or
village erefted near the middle, fuppofe by Simonfbath-
houfe, which fhould form proper refidences for artificers
and hufbandmen, to be employed in building farm houfes,
and inclofing many a comfortable eftate round them. From
this centre town, or village, it would be ealy to get a fupply
of provifions and all other neceffaries, as a butcher, baker,
fhopkeeper, &c. might be there fettled. And, till other
houfes or villages fhould be built, labourers, artificers, and
workmen, might find lodgings, provifions, &c. in the bor-
dering parithes, many of which, at this time, have more la-
bourers than they can well employ. The method of fencing,
cultivating, manuring, &c. would vary but little from the
plan adopted on Mendip hills ; and if profecuted with vigour,
would tend to leflen the poor’s rates, and would train up a
rifing generation to care and induftry, inftead of theft and
idlenels.

Befides Exmoor, there are feveral hundred acres of un-
cultivated Jand around Dunkry, and on Quantock and

Brandon hills.

] CHAPTER
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CHAPTER X.

1 1

Y, XCEPTING fome peat turf on Blackdown, there is

fcarcely any fenny la

d to be met with. On {oils any

at attention is paid to

ways inclined to a weeping lurtace, g

the drains deep, filling
i g

yart of them with clean picked ftones, and covering with
} I 3 D

earth to the depth of fix or eight inches. Where ftones are

1oulder trenching is practifed, but thefe are liable to

be filled up with the workings of the mole,+ unlefs water
1

conflantly runs in them.®* On the whole, perhaps open

i

overed on grafs land.

All tenants are reftricted in their leales from p:u"mu- and

burning, and the practice is fearcely known.

r flender objedtion to the ule

=i -
l funk rwo teet

D &
11 £ 1F it {]
tif it d
mu w. I
e i
Lhan ry LIE
rl iect

£y LHE 1Ll

the inverted turt

in eleven: and it muft be VEry
- fall in. Of near a

ned in the laft three yvears,

the working of the mole or

othierwile, though the lands are fkirted by a large wood ; and woods
q . - i o 3 T

ArE VETY auently a fecure retreat and nurfery for that animal. R.P.

* '] eat f draining land confifts in cutting off the water

it its . Onedeep dr in, judicioufly |||.':'l--.i. will frequer i|}' pre-

clude the eflitv of anv other; 1 moll initances, tuch a draiy @
be near that part of the declivity from which the [prings illue i5
-, - 1 1 | N - 1 1 T

ion of the clayey iu tratum, and on the he gh
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CHAPTER XI.
LIVE STOCK:

7§ HE ftock of Taunton-Dean is principally neat cattle
I Pdai)

and fheep; the former of the North Pevon, the lattex
of the Dorfct breed, both excellent of their kind. Many
graziers prefer the oxen bred in this diftri® to thole of
Barnftaple, South-Molton, Torrington, &c. and the fheep
are confidered as equally profitable with the Leicefterthire

breed, which have been introduced, but do not eain eround.
— et

‘The dairy farmers are accuftomed to take in {heep to
Keep during the winter, viz. from the beginning of O&tober
and November, to the s5th of April; the ufual prices are,
for hog fheep five fhillings, and for ewes feven or eight f(hil-
lings per head. The Dorfetthire flocks are greatly im-
proved by this cuftom, and the price of keeping is on the
advance,

Oxen are princi

cipally ufed, and are for the moft part

II;--I- - T - o E\ y v - ” - - Ty o 5 . - ¥ .--;
worked in yokes; fome, however, are advocates for working
- , BRE. - 1 .1

fingly in harnefs, and there can be no doubt but oxen may

be ufed more to advantage this way than the other. Th

T

{hape of an ox’s breaft is peculiarly ill calculated to bear the

preflure of the bow; and when worked hard in pairs, they

of the refervoir from whence

e fprings are fed. A judicious furvey

ef the adjacent land, and a | al ufe of the borer, are neceflary pre-

liminaries to a cheap a1 ffedtual remedy for wet land, and there are

few men in the kinedon

ffeffed of equal fkill in this department of
. ELkinGTON, of Lancafhire, whole fame is not

rin which he lives, but is known and acknow-

s of the i-‘;|.-\:;e!:_-n].
U 2 are




are apt to get into a habit of leaning againft each otl

which their :_e:'r,_'_f'-.‘!'_
all mic 1"‘-!5-‘--. that which pracoied m o iZaly I 1andcrs,

ijome ':".'I-' of lreland, and otner e \tries. i worki
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each by a pair of oxen abreall, in 2 manncr imiar to the
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parent eafe ploughed an acre a day each without a
turnine at land-end with as much docility as horles. H

lordfhip informed me, that two modcrate-fized oxen had,

SO L, PR, A A Iipms S MU ERE, - _Hald A B

{ome time before, drawn home from the corn-field, (a dil

e e e el L -

1ANce I WO INiLES ifl L y 45 i )

T here are two forts of fheep in this country, the one

horns, well made, and covered with

native breed, without
a thick fleece of wool, weighing in general feven or eight
pounds; the other a fmall horned fheep, called Exmoo:

fheep, bought, when hoggits, at South-Molton market

i 3% 5
vrril 12) at about ten Thillines ¢ teen (hilli ]
Il 12) at about ten ihihngs to fourteéen nuhings i1,
I 1 I
mn turnips. 1D ! valuable lorty; not

conhaerc 5 231 » to the breeder, as
.
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CHAPTER XII.
RURAL GEiCONOMY.

FJ HE price of labour, throughout the whole diftrict, is

nearly the fame, viz. Men, through the year, one fhil-
ling per day and beer; women, for weeding and common
work, fix-pence per day; and for mattocking the wheat and
hay-making, eight-pence per day. But contract labour is
oaining ground daily; and in this way men will earn four-
pence or {ix-pence per day more than at day-work.

i

PROVISIONS.

The price of provifions is comparatively moderate. In
Taunton the beft beef, mutton, veal, and lamb, may be had
by agreement with the butchers, at four-pence per pound
the winter, and three-pence halfpenny the fummer half
year; turkey, three fhillings and fix-pence; goofe, three
fhillings ; ducks, two fhillings and fix-pence a couple; and
fowls, two fhillings ; fifh, at certain times, very cheap.

N.B. This was in 1794.

FUEL.

Coal is brought from Wales. The quality bad, and the

price high. 'Wood gets fearcer and dearer every year.

CHAFTER
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CHAPTER XIII.
POLITICAL (ECONOMY.

- ANY attempts have been made by the principal wool-

‘L orowers in this diftri¢t to eftablith an annual fair in

or abour the centre thereof, for the fale of their wool; but

it

the meafure :—this is the more extraordinary, as it muft be

hitherto the wool-buyers have rather fet their taces ag

rfant with this bufinefs, that the

'.!i‘.l'lJ;H\_l'l[', to men conve

and giving

prefent mode of buying
indifcriminately the fame price for wool of very different
=it

but manifeftly injurious in its

1}
ulft, Y

qualities, is not only unju
confequences.
W ere the fleece to fetch a price in proportion to its clean-

nefs and finenefs, (whicl
\

is the cale at eftablifhed fairs) the

1.1 1 1 i - - 1
orower wouid be excited to care and attention m thele

refpedts.
MANUFACTURES.
A 5 11 - Ly o 1 5 L e bl - 1 §
About a century ago the woollen manutactures in the
town of Taunton were in a very flourifhine condition, and

of courfe fome of their benefits devolved to the agricultunit;

but of late years the warmth of party at the tions of

o

their reprefentatives in parliament has run {o high, that it
has not fublided from one eleftion to another; by which

T i o T e e Lol R M e o M et
means manufactures declined, and have been removed to

Wellington and other places. So that it may fairly be in-

ferred, that if the right of eleCtion to members in pa
ment has been injurious to any borough in the kingdom,

4

it has been {o to this.
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['here are, however, fome hopes that trade may revive
here, as the carding and {pinning machinery has been lately
introduced with confiderable {pirit and perfeverance. Some
gentlemen in this town have lately formed a connection with
the patentees poffefling the fecret of making cloth without
either fpinning or weaving; and the famples they have ex-
hibited gave flattering hopes of fuccefs.*

Though the trade of Taunton has declined, yet con-
fiderable manufaétories are carried on at Wellington, Wi-
velifcombe, and other places; and many thoufand hands are
employed therein.

[t cannot be totally foreizn to our purpofe to mention
the falmon and herring fifbery of Porlock, Minehead, and
Watchet, which for foine years pait has been carried on to
fome confiderable extent.

The lower clafles of people have, in confequence, ob-
tained a cheap and whollfome food, particularly fince the

legiflature has taken off the duty on falt ufed in curing the

latter of thefe fith for bame confumption.

[t were to be withed that this fifhery could be further
promoted and encouraged, as it would be a means of fur-
nithing employ, during the winter, for thofe failors who are
engaged in the lime-ftone, and culm trade, during the fum-
mer months.

Their frequent journies acrofs the Channel make them
excellent pilots; and a hardy and fkilful race of failors would
occafionally recruit that grand bulwark of the nation—the
Royal Navy.

* This plan of making cloth is now (179%) intirely abandoned—at
ieaft, in this and the neighbouring county of Dorfet.

-
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HINTS FOR IMPROVEMENT,
ALREADY SUGGESTED i~ Tae PRECEDING PAGES,

WITH SOME

ADDITIONAL REMARKS.

L .. i e

ift. Imclofe and cultivate all Wafle Lands f,y.f tble of Iin-
J o )
provement, anad divide fF.'.f-'L" :F.-u’a}l'c the Common irr W5e

‘\fr RY few gentlemen of landed property in this county
have fhewn that attention te the advancement of

rural ceconomy, or to the improvement of agriculture,which

la

a fcience of fuch importance merits: this is the more ex-
traordinary, as their own intereft is fo deeply involved, and
as great examples have been fhewn them by the nobility
and gentry of other counties, and even by Majefty itfelf.

It is no uncommon Lflit-.:-: for untitled ;_j':.“h nen to ap-
prentice the younger branches of their famiy to trade, for
five or feven years: And ‘»\E‘_}' not to agriculture? It can-
not be becaufe the former is a more refpectable occupation
than the latter. I rather think, it is becaufe the acquire-
ment of knowledge in the one is confidered as more dif-
ficult than in the other. The general opinion feems to
be, that any one may become a farmer: How egregioufly

are they miftaken who think thus! I have known both,

11
il It

(4
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o

3 v {aer that minre evneri e | = AT e s
and can truly fay, that more experience, care, aliidulty, pa-

famea and attentiorn recinifite 1 - A i e
tience, and attention, are IL\ll:I!n. In a fﬂlll--!—l]’{]’h‘-“‘l il a2

: : e ;
tradefman of any defcription whatever.

— ) N e

The various caufes which have ope to
progrels of improvement, have been fo fl

that 1 fhall only add, by way of encouragement, that the
!

lands of Mendip hills, inclofed and cultivated in the courfe

of the laft thirty or forty years, are now worth near

thoufand pounds per annum, which in their orig
did not exceed fifteen hundred pounds; and the advan-
tages attending the inclofing and draining the low lands have
been {till greater.

It was naturally expefted that fo great an acceflion of
arable land would introduce fuch a plenty of corn (particu-
larly of oats) in the adjacent markets, as would be accom-
panied with a proportionable diminution in price; but no

fuch confequences have followed. The average price of
oats for the laft twenty years has not been lefs than eighteen

hillings per quarter, #inchefler meafure. From this cir-

cumftance, fome have been foolith enough to queflion the
- i

prefumed advantage, exultingly crying, “ Is not corn dearer

¢ than it was before? Are not the poor’s rates equally high ?

« Where then are the happy confequences derived from the

<« meafure? Corn could not have been dearer, had no inclo-
c I E e g [ o > avrer artl e ey
¢ fure taken place.’ Hold! the price of every article varies

according to the plenty or {carcity in market; and if the

home fupply be not fufficient for the confumption, other
markets at a diftance muft be reforted to. This would have
been the cafe in the neighbourhood of Mendip hills, had
no inclofure taken place. The counties of Wilts and
Dorfet muft have fupplied the deficiency; and the carriare

alone would have amounted to ten per cent

2dlv.

=




| Though 1 am 'no ad
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? yet I think large and many
tions, are not only ornamer

e ! ~ -
€4 on tne

wind irom tins quarter
/

e 1s moft j;:juri.-.J'.r:: will endure almoft any

= feverity of climate, and the Jeech will refift the defltructive

e influence of the fea-breeze; next to thele, in point of hardi-
nefs, are the larch, the fyca: b, and the birch.

o Such plantations may be placed at the angles of the large

fields, or on fpots too rocky and uneven to admit the

- plough, They fhould be planted when young, and great

tno care thould be taken to fecure them from cattle; this is beft

- 1

0l done by a fione wall, !

es are liable to be broken

down by fportimen, and the work of many vyears may be
Clr= {]'Cll‘!k\r}l_\l in one night. A :-.I'..u_d pianicl -.-;mef rather {ee

the cattle in a field of ripe corn, than in a

1t tion. The damage in one inftance is only partial, in the

% T |

otiier it 1s nearly 1rreparabic.

the
i J';]J b 1 5 OF A/ 2l __.f'-'-&'fi-" ed within
! nable diffance, negle@® not a liberal ufe theresf; and
L f.llltuufr’ ".u LT VEfQRFEESy DE L '_.‘ fo mane @s .i,-.'.-'c.'.'.n';' r.ql.-'.‘.?a'_'ﬁ;'
as poffible by folding [beep, boufing all forts _-"'_':.-':'f."l,‘,-"-.n)r;i';'-
aave Es.'_:; m'.-"ff:-, colle TIRg WooLien vagi, .r;.;.«'.".-:.-.';.-.-."r._, {‘.J,-_,",__,> horn

4

iern part of the county of Somerfet, both

-

marl and lime are in great abundance. The former i1s dug

for about eight-pence per ton; and as it is the produce of

L
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From thefe heaps, placed at fuch diftances as to manure
one acre, it may be wheeled and fpread for two-pence half-
penny per load. In this method of hauling out dung, three
wagoons, four horfes, and five men are employed; namely,
one wagegon and two men loading in the }';u‘d, another wag-
gon and two men unloading in the field, and the third
waggon and driver going backward and forward.*

Wherever wafte earth, mud from ponds, highway dirt,
hes, &c. &c. can be procured, compoft heaps fhould not
be neglected ; thefe are belt calculated for pafture land.

Such a conduct will entitle the farmer to a great produce,
and keep his land in good order; but all this will not do

Sy W 3
witiiout

f.'-.T.E;]u\'- a’? .'f’r‘l_'.'-‘."..-"' N T ..l-"""( 4 ]-'l rolation _.lel"‘ (.-‘.?'".-_.h.:.

This I confider as the moft promifing feature in good
farming; and if it were generally adopted, w ould increafe

the produce of the land threefold,

/ i ‘ F el | uds +thie il P B T G PR 3% . "
A cuftom prevails in this county, and indeed in moft
Foi el g L " B . MNaoe
others, of fubjecting a portion of land to continual tillage,
and of interdicting the plough on all the other; this ongi-
nated from IMproper conduét on the part ol the tenant.—
# In the application i . of Somerfet begin at the
It 15 almodt t el practice to manare for the qubeat
he wheat land ismade foul, and though there is a great
i1

heneficial would it be, to apply all the dung to
1 (o s 1 fies, r wheat the
Ia | It is ) 1 the ind im-

med \ £ o1 ..1-__ 1
more decided inty of a crop, by manuring in autumn on the ftub-
bles, the { et furrow, and letting it remain in

that | 1 1ths

‘-N-.:ﬁ.
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No fooner is the plough put into his hand, than he ufes it

without mercy, i..mm.mﬂ the land with conftant crops, till

{ 1 hanted
its fertility is intirely exl aufted.

r

I"he landlord, alarmed at thefe banetul effects, endeavours

to counteract the progrefs by reftraining claufes, and thefe
are indifcriminately applied both to goed and bad farmers;

) =K} & ’
and are confidered by the one as bighly neceflary, and by the

other as exceedingly

TrIeTOHS,

Were we to advert to the general practice of the te-
nants, we fhould be led to juttify the i the land-

lord; but were we to calculate the

mcurred by
fuch reftriCtions, we fhould have caule to regret that the
covetoufnefs of the occupier thould have rendered neceflary
a conduct fo imimical to the ;_*-._-:1:_-1';1‘. weal of the kingdom.
In refpeét to low meadow land, or very rich pafture, there

hat it fhould [o remain; but it

» in this king 'dmn lare tr;u:'ts

:]:__" winprodit FEd]

£ ] e A il L
.-|':ii.'r'1>\'_'-_1 Dy pieugning ; and 1f the roliowing couric OI Crops,

and mode of mar were adopted, woul Id be left, at the

3

3 -~ oy ] o 1 1 " - hie (wrard
nd oI three yvears, of doubie tne vVails it was 1n the iward

ON LIGHT LAND,

\-'utchu; fed -_~.!'..', .-.':;! the 1-.1.r:d manured with lime or

the |1'.-_‘-._'-".f’.:§d, preparatory t

T T ey e
2d. j by L" alld art 3 u.,'.,\l.:u

In which, let it remain till 1]‘1; oraffes fail, and the land

" o COIT R maor the onlirles
oaimn becomes n m,,-, y then renew tnc Couric.

PN
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ON HEAYY LAND.

1ft. Beans on the ley.

2d. Spring fallow, well manured, and cabbages. *

3d. Oats and artificial grafles.

Then remain as before.

The foregoing courfes of cropping cannot poflibly injure
the land, and by them fallowing is excluded, which (unlefs
in particular inftances, fuch as great foulnefs, or dearth of

manure) I do not think neceffary.

I have before fated the advantages of large corn farms,
ildings, &c. and fhall, therefore, only add, that nothine
I'."UI.E_.'I' TSy XC, ANd | 1:1..'3 L...!\_Ju‘]f.,1I O Yy add, that not 1nNne
fo much contributes to the progrels of good hufbandry as

example, One good farmer in a parifh (particularly if he

e %,

take no pains to make profelytes) will in a few years con-

the fuperiority of his crops, the advancing

vert all the reit;

fertility of his land, the thriving ftate of his cattle, the abun-

dance of manure, all plead daily in favour of his fyftem, and

Will, 11 c CIld, produce conviction even In the mofit bicoted

y s | 5
mind.

1

o ¥ ultivatior

I ¥ ded i
CCUY I

eaual to ¢/ i : hey 2 efs fubje 011 r trom froft,
and that . ition, compared with turnips, do not
exceed five fhilli re

I know
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I know no method by which ¢

noted, than by difperfing the farmers of thofe

whole practices are | 1ation,
. - -~ .y ' M | 1 e HGeS 5
among thoig parts of the kinodom on which the light of
2000 NUIDanary .!n.\ NEVED HHOMNE, 1 1118 WO -.li miroduces

into general practice the Turnip Huifbandry of the Eaftern

¥ 3 Y | ey T N alal S - iy A
diftricts, with all its concomitant advanta;

The foil and climate of the county of Somerfet is pe-

culiarly well adapted to the cultivation of this root; and

M e I ey S A i Yt S g
Is 1mich and productve, necelty

. i f o s | ] 1
were the paiture iandas lel

would oblige the farmer to have recourfe to this root for

& winter {ub At the quantity of land de-
B P e R i s el Rt e B o e Sy s S s A
voted to this purpofe 1s trifling indeed, and in moft inftances
the hoe is never ufed, nor are turnips confumed with any

L'.'\:".J:‘a(_‘.llfll)-'.
uch the rent of the land in the elevated parts of this
ough the rent of he land in the elevatcd parts ol this

18 tu whe eonfiderad: kol heve ar . i T
county may b Conuderea nigi, tnere are advantages wnichl

o . ; T -

more than compenfate; thefe are, its rich and produtive

quality in all feafons, the facility with which it may be

ploughed, the ealyaccefls to marl, limeftone, and coal, ':‘_-;‘.--’_}'.I-
- o P e B P R el s e d ol tha hral o
NELsS O Foads, ‘\-l\-._]”ll.} (O MAarKets; and 1ait bE ne i11g 1 ]'flT:f.fu
b of produce. The laft-mentioned advan is alone fuf-
i ficient to induce a reindence ; ror it irequently h pens tnat

-I'l =l TOAYY row e ~ mF 2 s L=l = 1 =T S I-l\.' .'."- % - ™
e n lells twenty per cent. dearer here than it does in the
5 Faftern counties,

6thly. [
3 -

and A

' 7
uy £P035
r]l_-
i may L

T ~ 9 - ' .
are In this department of hufbandry, the farmers of Somerfet
T - - ¥ 1 1 1 1 & sl
v are very inattentive, though they all acknowledge that the
nol g

proper {tocking of a farm is of the highelt importance
- R
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. I need only inform my readers,

that few inftances can be 3:‘.';>L1L1uc:1 of a bull being fold for

"

than fifteen pounds, or a ram for more than five

more than iecdl pu

A 5 11 - ]
sounds.  As to ftallions, there are but few bred; the mares

i
]

are ferved by horles brought every {pring from the Northern

t this crofs the breed would be con-

counties, and witho

% 0 DS, g
ICIH'[WIILJ...' mnaeed.™

[t is not within the compafs of my undertaking to enter
won this article at large; fufhce it to fay, that It 1s 2 thing
{ [, | R 17 o
of great confequence to the hufbandman ; and the oniy cai-

tion to be oblerved, when he introduces an ali

way of improvement, 1s, not

Or from a warnt 16 @ Coid Ciimmate
1 Tt 7 - g
Lty LaEffe g2l noer of L10r5esy GRA € COUYaAre TiE
J) S

ed that too great a portion of

It 15 univerially acknowl at
{ | 1S €M WWE 1T Tl tood for hories 5 and it 15 allo
T b B A Eant .
ertain, that a draught horie, well fed and kept in houfe
R o P wry 1 ~ Fanr | " - e . !
weeks of the vear, will coniume tweive quarters oi
1 t of has r e aeals: this mav heron
i TELI LV CWi. Ul y DDLU c 1S 5 LIS fn.'.l» DE COn-
- 399 - \.. 5 7 P -'1 -y -I‘-w
fidered a ] ur or five acres of land, which,
= o x e 1 S i e R — | .
common ¢ n, would maintain nearly three
If, therefore, the richés of a country confift in the
extent of its population; and that poj ulation can only be
o T R W e el 11 T o St ) | S
dvanced by increaling the means o1 “.}_...fh.‘.u_, 1t TOIIOWS,
that EVELY lilall N0 KECPS dll UDIICLTiial y 10T1€ 1S an encmy
1. PRI Ly " : e R P A7 -]
to 1S COUntry, ' CLdldiild :].'_\_' increale or nis oWl EE".{.H_'J
A Bax ¢ nd bulls would encourage the attentive breeder,
z nd enlarging his price, 2 1d would lelfen the
of ill-bred and 1ales of each fpecies.
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Navigable canals would alfo greatly tend to reduce the
number of horfes, and, wherever the fituation is fuch as to
admit of them, fhould be encouraged.

To a fpirit of fpeculation and gambling the country is
indebted for the canals now cutting; but though the rage
has fubfided, yet, I truft, the probable advantages will in-
{pire the prefent adventurers with fufficient {pirit and vigour
to profecute their undertaking to its full completion.

The county is rich, populous, and abounds with all thofe
heavy articles of traffick, which will render water convey-
ance profitable to the fubfcribers, and beneficial to the public;
and if the cuts be made of fmall dimenfions, the coft will
be trifling; the confumption of land, and the invafion of
private property, infignificant: fuch a canal could only be
confidered as a large ditch, and might be fo multiplied as to

anfwer the purpofe of turnpike-roads.

Nothing fo much contributes to the improvement of a

county as good roads; before the eftablithment of turn-

nikes, many parts of this county were fcarcely acceflible.

Seven or eight horfes were neceflary to draw a waggon
loaded with fwws tons weight, and fearcely ever exceeded the
D ? J

diftance of twenty miles a day; now, the fame number of
horfes will draw five tons, and travel thirty or forty miles.
1

This is an immenfe faving of labour, and yet the eftablifh-

! Thefe

s of the kingdom road clubs
are very good inflitutions, and ought to be adopted in CoUntye
Rules and orders of fuch clubs may be feen i

Worcelterfhire report. 1 he reiu W
prefer 1di@ments, renders fuch an ai culiarl cellary
2 ment

8
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] 1
of fuch roads was as unpopular, and the probable

benefit as little credited, as thofe of canals are now. [he
money collected at the gates was confidered as a burthen,
end the publick were for fome time loaded with an extra

charge for carriage. This, however, did not laft long, for

' S TR T it o
W oyears, a diminution in the price ot

i i . Lan~l-e 1 %
ried on DacKs to tne nty

. | 24 =
ried about two hun-
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Admitting that there are only one hundred and fifty
thoufand acres of tillage in the whole county, and that the
fame are ploughed on an average twice ; allowing alfo that
-third of this is of fo hilly a nature that a wheel-plough

one
et e 1ifed taadvantace. there will remain one hundred
cannot be uled to advantage, there wiil remain onc nunared
thoufand acres L..gnl?.af; oI beng turncd wiill tic aii

rew plough.

For the fake of ar let it be alfo admitted that

three horfes, a man, and a boy, with the common plough
of the country, will turn an acre a day, and that the double
plough with four horfes, and the fame number of attendants,
will turn two acres.  ‘The number of acres will of confe-
quence be ploughed in half the time, and the difference in
expence cannot exceed two fhillings per day. Here then

be a faving of twenty thoufand pounds per annum

in this article alone, befides the ineftimable advantage of
expediting work at certain {ealons,

Some may doubt the pofiibility of making the double
plough fo generally ufeful ; but 1 can truly fay, I have never
yet found an inftance where it could not be worked to
advantage; and it is well known, that, in the various trials
made under the aufpices of the Bath Society, on lands of
lough has always gained

T
b
i e

the moft d:fficult nature, the double
the prize.

In the counties of Wilts and Dorfet, where three large
and powerful horfes are put to a fingle plough, the faving by
fuch an inftrument would be immenfe; and this I can con-
firm, by the teflimony of fome eminent farmers of the firft-

named
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named county, who, in confequence of my recommendation,
have introduced them on their refpective farms, with great

profit and fuccefs.

rothly. Sow early in expofed and cold fituations, and be particu-
.f:) r.'«"n'r'f}:'f not fo ,.-‘-.-’G.f.':f b or harrow 1n wet weather.
I'he neceflity of this caution is fo well known to all prac-

tical farmers, that I need not, I truft, enforce it.

11th. Deflroy Rats and Mice.
The depredations of thefe vermin are too important to
be overlocked. A fenfible farmer of my acquaintance thinks,

that by them and birds a twentieth part of the corn of the

v

kingdom is devoured. Corn in barns they have free accef
to, and it is very difficult to keep the mows on ftadles free
from them. If they are not brought in from the corn field,
a ftick, a rake, a pike, or any other body carelefsly placed
againft the mow, will introduce them.

Deftruélive, therefore, as they muft be, it behoves all
farmers to make their flaughter a general concern, and it

might be done by a parith rate.

. 7 o i AP g R
12th. Introeduce Threfhing Machines ™

Thefe arc common in the Northern parts of this kingdom,
and in Scotland; and from the accounts I have received,
anfwer the purpofe, thrething the corn both well and ex-
peditioufly. There appears to be but one objection, ] which

1

* A fimple engine for weighing cattle aliwe is alfo a defirable thing.
T Query. Is the firaw equally palatable to the cattle?

1S,

L
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is, the leflening of in-deor labour in the winter months. As

a {ubftitute for which, let the farmer houfe all his cattle

¥ 3

drain his wet lands, collest manure, &c. and employ the
¥ ) | 4

barn-men in thefe occupations.

r I y "y 1 1 < 1
13th. Let all Unmalted Corn be fold by weighit.

The different meafures of this kinedom, and the confu-

€on incident thereto, were fo notorious, that great pains

have been taken by the houfes of parliament to introduce

- : o .
sne ceneral ftandard meafure, and the ats of the legiflature

have been followed up by the moft aétive exertions of the
magiftrate.

By thefe means, the Winchefter meafure is pretty general,
and in refpect to this county I may add, to the great ben: fit

of the seller, and the great loss of the purchaser. The cal-
culation in refpeét to the comparative price between the old
and new meafure, was formed on the difference between
eight and nine gallons, but this is erroneous; the old mea-
fure of the county was not lefs than nine gallons and a half,
and in fome inftances ten gallons, fo that the buyer gives
{feven or eight per cent. more than he ought to give; and I
humbly think that weight would be a better ftandard, as the

drier and plumper the corn is, the heavier it weighs.

14th. Grant Long Leafes.

All farmers who have {j

eftates, {hould have fome fecurity for being reimburfed the

writ enough to improve their

expence. Where a man’s tenure is precarious, and fubject
to the whim and caprice of a landlord, little improvement
can be expected, Upon unimproved farms, fuch as wattes,
commons, &c. newly inclofed, a confiderable expenditure is

neceflary
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necetiary to bring them into order. [
T ~ ~ ¥ 1
have a leafe of twenty-one years, and the rent to advance
at fixed periods ; for inftance, fuppofe the land in its original

#1 '} H | P and aron A e ) 1t -
ltate to be worth, when inclofed and accompanied with ne-
P e SR b3 o AFRTRREC ~Hipmei et ) =i ‘o
cecliary bu LEITIES HIVE !ui:;].!.,‘\ 1\[ allT;y Lills 1'.....'; il t1|
fanrant o nav all exnences B e o ot 1 ..,)1 T -
teildilt ds LU pay dall CXpences oI cullivation, inould continue

g o oyl = 5 whirl Yo { 14 ke
LVl » 4b LHE €Xplrdiion or wiich time, he fhould be
I
aldydlliiu b LD TSy 4l 4l THE end Ol fourteen veal Sy
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fent; but this is fo c plous a DIECT, that 1 1 L L
entering mto 1ty not doubting but 1t will be ably treate d by
fome of your numerous corre{pondents.
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1000 A i Lri j 44
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_I nis root will L-,..l the utmolt feverity of we LT, ..i‘.“}
-:;] - BTV 711 Fath] l vwhorm tha S BT - = |
Wil réindin - 1ound wien the other turnips are all rotten.

L
r

['he feed fhould be fown the beginning of May, and treated
in other refpects like the common turnip. The root does
not attain the fize, but is much weiglitier, and confequently
more nutritious,
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{hould " . . .o . i

i 1gth. As in every point of view this county appears
e from its foil and fituation to be better adapted to grafs than
i

iry, whether ftock could not profit-

1 % i ¥ ¥
J.!'.'.'hu', it deferves €ng

i ably be kept on grafs land alone, without the aid of winter
i the roots. The argument for ploughing arifes from a with of
e having firaw to make manure, and turnips to fupport ftock
ld be in the winter feafon. But whenever the plough is put into
Ve H 1

Jearsy, the hand of the generality of farmers, the land is from that

its value reduced at leaft

conticuous grafs land.

time ina ftate of degradation, and

105, pEr acreg, 1n compariion witl

and Grafs, therefore, thould be confidered as the ultimate

peri- improvement of land in the Weftern part of the county of

=1 - ihal.
= . E - et — — s e e
'R » T TOTANT
L LY AU DLV I,
THIS county does not raife grain {ufficient for its con-

‘?I:;:;Lz'-{;-___-;l_,. nor are the climate and {oil of many parts thereot

i

favourable to corn farming; yet, were all the improvements

' before fuggefted to take place, there cannot be a doubt but

v 1 ” 1 - S 4-\|'-| Vi
that the produce of the [oil might be increafed at leaft one-

; The advanced rent which might be produced by draining
‘ the marthes, and by inclofing and cultivating the common
i ) £ &
Lald ik |

fields and walte lands, may, according to the moft moderate

calculation, be thus eftimated :—

o, No. of Acy | Tncreafed Rent.| Total Increafe.
e e / o W
/ 4
| 20 lands 015 © 22,500
At z nmon field Q! £. .0 £ ,000
ot does 65,000 Itivated o & © 16,250 per ann.
] : $3.7509

To
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a capacity of improvement in

! | 7 F st laslt Gore (i me
the arable and pafture lands 7nclofed, of at leaft five (hillings

PEr acreg, amou 1Lt r {0 Imore than 213,000l per annum,

b inh o anrraniond e a9t +hirfyr arear nurchale v 'l s e

WwWhnich increaicd IEIL, &t LAY YEars l.}_ll,,id]"_,) WwWOollld exceed
L o

{ix millions.

Thefe blefled effefts would be the natural confequence of’

that fpirit of induftry which publick encouragement would

excite, would add greatly to the capital of the nation, and
be much more valuable than any foreign conqueft of treble
nt. Would to God that nations would learn
wifdom, and inftead of coveting diftant territory, improve

to the utmoft that which they poflefs !

————— e PP ————— s

I'T now only remains for me to apologize to the honour-

able Board, for the defultory and procraftinated way in which
this Report has been executed.

“I'he various publick as well as private bufinefs, in which
I was engaged prior to my undertaking this furvey, could

not be difpenfed with; I have, therefore, only had it in my

power to fnatch an occaflional hour from other NUMErous

avocations. Had not my general knowledse of the count Vs

and particularly of the Northern and Middle diftricts. ena-

J * 3
bled me to write on its prattices without a perfonal furvey,
el e i e e BTy ~H-tear Ry " =
I muft have declined the undertaking.  As it is, I have felt,

and fiill feel, a confiderable portion of resret that I did not
refign the appointment, as the Board might have then fe-

lected fome perfon poffefled not only of more leifure but of

'- -'. — |“ »
LPErIor apihty.,

With
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tir e - . : . -
With a fincere wifh that the eftablithment of an Agricul-
L tural Board may be attended with all thofe happy confe-
'] quences, which its moft fanguine fupporters can defire,
£l
I remain,
of
1 ['heir moft humble fervant,
i J. BILLINGSLEY.
Abwick-Grove, Oit. 4thy 1794-
in ;
r.", - — —— —— — Sm— ——— e - — ————
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A DESCRIPTION (

ROBERT WELDON’s
HYDROSTATICK or CAISSON-LOCK,
Which is now building and nearly completed
On the SomerseT Co ar-CANAL near Coome-Har,

ABOUT THREE MILES FROM BATH

S many impediments arife in the progrefs of Canals;
X
Fi

irst, From a want of water to fupply locks in dry
{eafons and elevated fituations.

odly. In crofling valleys by expenfive aquedudts ;

And 4ibly,

Tunneling through hills and high grounds ;

The great delay occafioned by pafling many
locks where the unevennels of the country renders it unfa-
vourable for canals;

R. WELDON, after having devoted many years (tudy and

‘uities, and to accont-

< LI oI, i R R B v 8 B2 & . bnla A1H
indefatigable laboun 'm.l.u.nl rheic dlpcu

plith this great ru‘_.__l1 now offers to the publick a defcription

of his Hydroftatick or Caiffon Lock.

'1-1 o ]..., Y ,1 nrefents a w.-|'.1.\"-' » xiomr nf fhe
ne [1‘4.\\111:, annexed preiciis 4 E-J pective View oI ThC

machine or contrivance by wi ich the conveyance is to be
~ ) = R o8 | 3 5 .
effefted, and of the infide ot a lock, OF pot in which It
15 -:'.;H‘ln_'ri-".l.
A. confilts of a trunk or caiff nade of wood, and of
A. conhits of a frunk ol cajflon made of wood, ahd (8) 1
Y enfions equal to the reception £ oamnmiareal vetial of
dimenflions equal to the receplon of a commercial velicl ol

twenty
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£ 318 ]

twenty-five or thirty tons burthen, at each end thereof is 2

do:}r-\.-.'-.l}', which the boat, &c. is to be floated through into
or out of the caiffon, and being received therein, and the
door then fhut, with a given quantity of water to float the
boat, and counterpoife the caiffon, {o as to make it the fame
fpecifick gravity with the water in which it is immerfed ; it
may then be eafily raifed or lowered at pleafure, either by
deftroying the equilibrium, by admitting a fmall quantity
of water into the caiffon through a valve conftru&ed for that
purpofe, or by difcharging a fimilar quantity through ano-
ther valve, or by chains and rollers, as in the drawing an-
nexed, from one level to another, and the boat be floated
from the caiffon into the canal; the water in the caiffon and
that in the canal having both the fame level whillt the con-
veyance is effected.

B. is one fide the bottom, and one end of the lock or
ciftern in which the caiffon is immerfed, which is built of
free-ftone, and of the following dimenfions, viz. from the
foundation to the top of the wall fixty-fix feet, length from
out to out eighty-eight feet, width in the middle twenty
feet, ditto at each end eleven feet and half, and the perpen-
dicular height from the furface of the lower canal to that of
the upper canal forty-fix feet.

C. The door at each end of the caiffon, which fhuts into
a rabbet, the frame projecting about three inches beyond
the door when fhut.

D. An aperture at each end of the ciftern or lock, com-
municating with the upper and lower canal, with a {liding
door or gate, which are counterpoifed like 2 common fafh,
and wound up by wheel and pinion, to receive the end of
the caiffon, to which it is clofely fitted at the time the boat

- ¥ = 1
15 received or delivered.

R, WELDON,




1
L
m—
O
L)

k. WEeLDON, having devoted the whole of his time to
the fuperintendance of this great work fince the commence-
1l be a fufficient excufe for not

el 4l =

: ment of it, he hopes W

1 ¢ it ready for the prefs, but flat-
= 3

at the having the whole hiftory of
 lay before the publick

ters himfelf to have it complete tc
(with engravings and references to every part diftinct, and

carefully copied from the original drawings after which the

el oy

y
antity prefent machine is conftructed) in a few months.
itk
dno 2 — — = . -
an-
iated Extralt from an Account of a Provifion made tupon an
{ and ' j;:.‘:;.’:jf-.f.:,_f-,-’ fr‘;»!?.).-hé the rCoor Tuitld L'l e
el (Communicated by EDWARD ParrY, €fq.)
g 8 UPON the inclofure of the parith of Little-Dunham,
K or = o : . -

in Norfolk, in the year 1794, being [ord of the Manor, I

ife inferted, directing the Commiffioners to fet out

: got a clat
1 UK - i
a parcel of land to be called the Poor’s Eflate, to be vefted

1L

from : _ . -
in the lord of the manor, rector, churchwardens, and over=

' feers of the poor for the time being; and to be let by them
for twenty-one years on leafe; the rents and profits to b

{t ot - L I 3 o
laid out by them in fuel, to be delivered at the cotlzges OF

the poor, in fuch proportions as the truitees

Although the prejudices of the poor, againit the inclofure,

were very great before it took place; the moment they law
m- i T e , 2
- the land inclofed, and let as the poor’s ¢fiate tor twenty-one
vears by aultion, at the rate of 5cl. a year, (although only

eftimated by the Commifiioners at 20l. a year) they were

hichly oratified; and have ‘ndeed ereat reafon to rejoice, as
4 X [ -t

hoat g 11 . o . .
Dot they will now be moft amply fupplied with that great com-
Fo
&504
30N,

3 e




fort of life. This was fo evident, that fome neighbouring

inclofures have followed the exar ";*‘:, .u-] It appears to me
to be advifeable that fuch a plan fhould be ;_-m:_-;'.}'ll;.' made
known.

Thhe firft idea was to fell the land, and place the money
in the publick funds, in order to produce a larger income;
but I found that was not underflood by the poor: they faid
they might at any time be deprived of the money, and they
had no intereft in the land inclofed; whereas, in the mode
purfued, they confidered themfelves as having a permanent
and improveable eftate, which their children would inherit.
Thefe prejudices are valuable ; asin their confequences they
produce, if attended to, induftry and content,

I have had occafion to obferve, as to fuel, which is cer-
tainly an important article to the poor, that where there are
commons, the ideal advantage of cutting flags, peat, or
whins, often caufes a poor man to fpend more time after
fuch fuel, than, if he reckoned his | labour, would purchalc

for him double the quantity of ¢ good firing.
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