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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
HENRY  DUNDXS

ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'S PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES Ol

ST AT -5 e 5 5
Ll &f. B, Gl

i L
On my return from the Eaft Indies, in
the year 1792, 1 found the following Work in Ma-
nufcript, among my deceafed Father’s papers; with
a memorandum written, in the end of the year 1787,
a thort time before his death, containing a recom-
mendation to me to have it publifhed.

Finding that my Father had obtained your
permiffion to dedicate his intended publication to
you ; and it being congenial to your character to coun-
tenance a work, which has the profperity of the
kingdom for its obje&, I am happy in thinking that
this Inquiry, whatever may be found to be its merit,
will ftill have the advantage of appearing under your
patronage ; nor does it afford me lefs fatisfaction to
have this opportunity of teftifying the high refpect,
with which I have the honour to be,

S IR,
Your much obliged, and
Moft obedient humble Servant,

ALEX. DIROM.
Edinburgh, roth March 1796.
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of fixty-three, devored a confideral

the ftudy a

le part of his tume to

tice of agriculture® To a profellional know-
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ledge of the law, he d exten literary acquirement
and, actuated by a ftrong zeal for the public good, undertook

this 1nve 1ition, which will appear to have been a work

sl

much refl on and refearch.

s to have had i

: ereat objeét, which the author :

ition, was to exhibit fuch a view of the prmciples and
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effe@ls of the Corn Laws, enacted at chfferent periods in Great

Britain, as might fhew that the Corn Trade, both as a manu-
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uftry in the kingdom. Thus, inftead of purchaling a con-
hiderable part of our fubfiftence from foreign countries, we

ry regulations in the Corn Laws, be enabled,

may, by fa

{elves, but to render our country one of

not only to fupply ov

the principal granaries of Europe.

Itis neceflary to remark, that this inveftigation includes only
the Corn Laws, as far down as the year 1774, and the confidera-
tion of the fubje@ in general, to the year 1786. Since that
period, feveral {tatutes, particularly that of 1791, by which

all the former Corn Laws are repealed, have received the fanc-

tament ; the expediency of which, it is hoped,

may, 1n fome meafure, be alfo judged of from the principles

=d 1n the courfe of this Inquiry.

vever, to afford to the Public a continued chain

in u]'.i-:]', 1
f information, on a {fubjed fo difficult, and fo important, the

Editor applied to Mr Mackie of Ormifton, in the county of

man of extenfive knowledge in this line, as

vell as in practieal agriculture®; to furnifh him with a review
of the Corn Laws that have been enaéted fince this Inquiry
+]

was written, and to bring down the confideration of the fubject

This has been done by Mr Mackie in

o '._'!Lr,' i‘l'L’I;Z:."
Two Letters, which the Editor hopes will be found to be an

ufeful and able Supplement to the Work.

author of two fmall Tradts, the one entitled, Difquifitions

¢ of Soil and Climate, in Improving the nourithing quality of Vege-

, An Addrefs to the Landed Intereft in Great Britain, on the

we of the Diftillery. Both printed for William Creech, Edinburgh, 1786.
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INTO

THE CORN LAWS, &c

CHAP. L

Of the General State of Nations, with respet to the alimentary sup=
port of Mankind; and more especially that of Great Britain.

HE ftrength and power of nations being limited, or
extended, according to the number and induftry of
their inhabitants, the attention of their refpective go-
vernments ought to be dire@ed to fuch meafures as have an
immediate tendency to encourage agriculture; thereby giving
rife to an ufeful population, and enlarging thar bafis which

affords the moft folid fupport to ,w;,';.'.f:f/.'-.'.-’.".'.rr.*'c:_f and commerce.

On reverting to the ftate of mankind, in the different ftages
of fociety, we find that the inhabitants of a country, who fubfift
by hunting, can aflociate only in fmall numbers, on account
of the great extent of land which the chace requires to fup-

A

CHAP. I.
[
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2 AN INQUIRY INTO

port a family; and of courfe, the population muft bear 2
{mall proportion to the extent of territory which they poilefs.

If, like the Tartars or Arabs of old¥, a nation be wholly
employed in pafturage, its population will be in proportion
to its herds, or, which is in effeé the fame, in proportion to
the number of cattle, which the territory occupied by fuch

nation is capable to fupport.

Under mild and fruitful climates, where mankind are part-
ly fupported by the {pontaneous produions of the earth,
and obtain their fubfiftence with a fmall degree of labour, the
population may be great, but the inhabitants will in general
be feeble and enervated ; unaccuftomed to mental, as well as
to bodily exertions, they are without refources upon emergen-
cies ; their flruggles in adverfity muft be weak ; and a barren
feafon will either banifh or cut off a tumber of them, propor-
tioned to the decreafe of the ufual quautity of food.

In communities fuch as Holland, Venice, Genoa, Geneva,
and other republics, the Hanfe, and other free towns, whofe
induftry is great, but whofe territory is of fmall extent, the
inhabitants muft barter their labour in the different arts, or

in commerce, for the produétions of the lands of other na-

tions ; depending therefore, in a great meafure, upon foreign

countries for {ubfiftence, their profperity can advance by only
{low degrees, and their population will be proportioned to the

fupply procured by their manufactures and commerce.

In Great Britain, and other extenfive countries under the

* Vide Genelis

y Cv $3.VED, 2y 5 6.3 and c; 23. ver. 15

o
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like climate, where the foil is capable of being made highly
productive by labour, but without labour is nearly barren, the
exertion of the inhabitants is called forth, and is rewarded by
abundant crops. The population, manufa@ures, and com-
merce of fuch nations, will increafe with the induftry and ca-
pital employed in Agriculture, and can be limited -only by

their territory.

Since the acquifition of the means of fubfiftence muit pre-
cede that of the conveniencies or the luxuries of life, fo the in-
duftry which procures the firft, muft, in the order of time, as
well as of importance, be prior to that which furnifhes the o-
thers. The true riches, therefore, of all countries, both pri-
marily and ultimately, muft be derived from bodily labour,
and the food of mankind, produced by that labour; popula-
tion, and every occupation of mankind, being entirely fupport-
ed by, and dependant upon thefe main fources of national

wealtch,

It is evident, that a much greater number of people, can be
reared and fupported in the fame extent of territory, by the
produdtions of the vegetable, than poflibly can be by thofe of

the animal world. Thus the Hottentots, who lived by hunting

having been prefled backward by the Dutch colonifls at the
Cape of Good Hope, have decreafed in numbers at leaft propor-
tioned to the territory of which they have been divefled ; yet, by
the cultivation of the foil, the number of the Dutch coloniits,
now comfortably fupported upon the fame fpace of land occu-
pied by their predeceflors, exceeds the latter probably fifty times.
The fame cbfervaton may be applied to Ne

Az

CHAP. I
=)




4 AN INQUIRY INTO

Agriculture, or the art of raifing corn, having increafed po-

|

pulation, and greatly contributed to extend the flrength and

power of Great Britain, it may be worthy of the attention of

the community, to enquire into its rife, to eontemplate its pro-
grefs, to invefligate the caufes of its decline, as well as of its
profperity ; and as far as poflible (avoiding theory) to point
out to the legiflature, from the experience of paft times, thofe
circumitances that have moft materially contributed to its fuc-

cefs, or to its depreilion.

The period appears to be very diftant when agriculture was
firft introduced into Great Britain ; for when the Romans in-
vaded the fouthern parts of it, they found the ficlds full of
corn, and the inhabitants in polleflion of trained horfes and
chariots of war, which they managed with great dexterity™®.

And although the other parts of the iland were inhabited by

people, who lived by pafturage or by hunting, and clothed
themfelves in the {kins of their cattle, or of their game, yet,
having been initiated by the Romans in the arts of civilized

life, they foon began to cultivate their fields, and to raife corn,

After the departure of the Romans, the inroads of the
Scots and Pils, the invafien and conqueft by the Saxons,
their hcptu.l‘chy, and military appointments, were all unfavour-
able to agriculture; and the invafions and fuccefles of the
Danes, and the immenfe fums which they carried out of Eng-

land, continued its depreflionT.

* Cxfar’s Commentary, lib. 4. 28. and lib. 5. 10. Clarke’s edit.
' Flor. \‘.'igmn, Brad. Hiit. I'_.ng. vol. 1. pe 1235 Cartes Hift. of Eﬂc]aml’
vol. 1. p. 334; Hume's Hilt, Eng. vol. 1. p. 93. &c.
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The Norman conqueft, by the frefh diftrefles of war, and
the change of property, retarded its recovery ; and, except in
the royal domains, or thofe of the dignified elergy, of the great
barons, or of religious orders, agriculture for a long time
after that period, appears to have been left to the feeble ex-
ertions of {uch people, as by their infirmities or age, or their
miferior fituation n life, were not called for in war. By de-

families came to be

grees, however, the Englifh and Norman

i 3

A ; e e
{o much incorporated, that the diltin@ion was loft ; the bold

and independent {piric of the Englith Nobles arain ;'-.}‘.'i\;'."-.':'u],

and the fields began again to receive cultivation,

It would appear that at fome diftant period, agriculture had
been in a higher ftate of perfection in Scotland, than it now 1s,
and that the country had been more populous than at prefent.
The ftraight and equal ridges {till appearing upon extenfive ficlds
and high grounds, in every part of the country, which muft
have been barren for many centuries ; and even the penalties
in fome of the old Scotch laws having been paid in wheat,

{eem to point out a more plentiful and populous era.

Malcolm 1L gave great fupport to agriculture ; but in the
year of his death (1034) a few days after the fummer {ol-
ftice, there were {evere frofts and deep fnow, which deftroyed

the fruits of the earth, and a great famine enfued®.

In the beginning of the reign of Malcolm IV.a great fa
mine raged over all Scotland, by which great numbers of men

and cattle were deftroyedt.

s Buchanan's Hilt. Scot, L 6. ful faem. kb ko587
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6 AN INQUIRY INTO

CHAP. L. But whatever progrefs agriculture may have made in Scot-
=™~ land, prior to the acceffion of William, in the year 1163, the
war with England, the ¢ .';l.‘ti'-.'i.r_\' of that prince, and the money
paid for redeeming the fuperiority or vailalage of his kingdom,

which Wi

into fuch diftrefs, that, upon the acceflion of his 1

1am had furt ."[‘I[ ered for his releafe, brought Scotland

fon Alexander
IL in the year 1214, agriculture was found to have been almoft
totally abandoned ; and the very firft law, made in his reign,

was to oblige the 1.1T11b.L..:1t:. to labour and fow their lands®

Under Alexander III. Scotland recovered, in fome degree,
1ts agriculture and its confequence ; but the difputes that hap-
pened upon his death, and the war which enfued with Eng-

nd, diminithed both afterwards for many ages.

[t is not, howevyer, to a very diftant period we need apply

to difcover at what time agriculture came to 'u; {o r'_'r '.';LE\"J 1ced

ant as to h:‘in;.; the prices c::?'

10 abunc

with another, to be reafonable, and nea

city thould now d

the ordinary prices, it would pro

duc h; but if it fhould triple them, famine would
follow., Therefore, fo long as we find the prices of wheat
vary nty, thirty, or forty ti the current

of irt, ordinar ¥l ".c:';l\', we mult confider the cul-

eure of that ::i':'_in to have beer

mankind did not depend upon
fupport. In the year 1244, the
® Swat, Alex. 11 I
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-0, it was at L. g4, 16s. equal to Ligssagieg
of prefent money ; fo that, in fuch rimes, it would appear in

{fmall quantities, and only at the tables of the rich. In 1288,

quarter. [n 1

it was 1s. 6d. In 1317, it was at L. 2, 4s. before harvefl,
and the fame year, after harveft, it fell to 6s. 8d. In 1349,
the price was 2s. In 1359, it was L.x:6:8; and in 1361,
2s. the quarter. So late as the year 1557, wheat rofe from &s.
the quarter, to L.2:13: 4. In 1562, it was at 8s. the quar-

ter, and in 1574, at L. 2, 16s™.

We are difappointed, when we apply to the ftatutes of our
ancient legiflatures, to difcover the encouragement beftowed
upon agriculture ; for that {feems not to have occurred to them,
as a matter in any way neceflary : on the contrary, we find
many of the old laws of England and Scotland, inviting and
encouraging foreign merchants and others, to import corn

which the ancient money of England, and of Scotland 15 con

ire explained in the .-'\I'Ji'-cn.!'x, Mo 1. : which

CHAP.

T
Li
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8 AN INQUIRY INTO

and all kinds of provifions; and the inhabitants purchafed
them, with their raw materials, of wool, leather, and lead,

which they them{elves were then incapable of working up*.

Agriculture was for feveral centuries after the Conqueft,
without reputation, and without fupport. The lands were
chiefly in the hands of the clergy, or of the grear barons ;
they were laboured by their villains or flaves, in proportion
to whom, the number of hufbandmen or focmen was very
{mall over all England{. The frecemen, who occupied farms
in the country, and they were but few, held no rank in fo-
cicty ; and befides the depredations of the banditti, with
vhom the kingdom in thofe days was overrun, they were
opprefled by the greater legal depredation of purvepance.
This originally comprehended the neceflary provifions, carria-
ges, &ecc. which the neareft farmers were obliged to furnifh, at
the current prices, to the Kings armies, and his houfes and
caftles in time of war. It was called the great purveyance, and
the officers who collected thofe neceflaries were called purveyors.
The /fmaller purveyance included the neceflary provifions and
carriages for the King’s houfchold, when living at home, or
cravelling through the kingdom, which the tenants in the

ling’s demefne lands were obliged to furnith gratis; and

ike practice came to be adopted by the barons, and great

men, in every tour which they thought proper to make in the

e e e — e —
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Thefe exactions were {o rrievous, l levied in {fo licen- CHAP.I

: 9 1 - - . [
tious a manner, that the farmers, when they heard of the
) - i -pe 1 o i = | . g
court’s approach, often deferted their houfes, asif the country

Purvevance came to be a prodigions diftrefs upon the fube

te@s in both kingpdoms, and was perhaps, for many centur

the chief obftruction to the agriculture and improvement of

Great Britain.

The abufe was extended far, that hoftlers, brewers, and

victuallers, purchafed s letters-patent, of the office of
purveyor. The exallions were {fo grievous, and the office

1

came to be fo odious, “that the heinous name of purveyor,

¢ was ordered by law to be changed into that of buyer {.

Many laws were made for the reformation and regulation
of purveyance, without cffe@. The diftrelles of the people of

Eneland, arifing from this mode of oppreflion, are well painted

of thofe reforming laws, 28 Hen. 6, entituled ¢ The

nalty for taking any perfons horfes or cart, without the

ne officer, or for taking money

of the owner, or

il e l] them.’
An her 1&'_‘!.[ {“H.!'-.'!- CANNoL ‘ i :-|'-'-'l"L‘.., [‘I]:'.]'I. l1|'4:|.‘~
ry method of purveyance ; nor a meafure more
ious to the bell interefls of the kin
I ne 1t 'I'i.\"' f [1L. ¢
B
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T S 1L e practice was not confined to the neis 11]1LJ*.[!}JI_‘J|;:1|_ of the
) :

E;i“'t'.‘-“ .ll'i"Lli.L']l[”-iLi‘ it was E']:i';;ul over the whole kingdom;
for when fuch powers are to be fold, purchafers would be
tound every where.

If a farmer had an hazardous crop to take in, if he had-an
appointment upon urgent bufinefs, if he had fixed a day for

\
the

) : : . i
of a fon or daughter; it was then that his

neighbour purveyor came, and laid hold of his horfes and
carriages for the {ervice of the King, and detained them until
they were redeemed by a fine: and this fine would be or

CICY wWele rcaccmed Dy a fine; and this hne would be pro-

1 Iy

s of the farmer; for

portionate to the anxiety, or the dift

all fentiments of humanity or juftice were out of the queltion.

By this law, thofe

ters-patent having been recalled, none
fuch were afterwards iflued ; but purveyance in other refpects

continued to be executed in its ufual rigour.

In the 3oth of Elizabeth, the Commons pafled a bill for re- |

gulating purveyance ; butit was loft in the Houfe of Peers.

e : - . ;
In the following feflion, they made a frefh attempt to re-

@

move that grievance ; but the Queen exprefsly prohibited them

to meddle with that branch of her prerogative.
I'he various modes of oppreflion by purveyance, fo late as

the reign of James I. are pointed out by Bacon, in his fpeech

delivered 1n the firlk 1"213']i:lll§i‘llt of that _Lip_:_: .
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diftrefs upon agriculture had arifen, and

e T s e i T SR, by
in the execution of the ofhce of Glerk of the

The Clerk of the market was originally an oflicer in the
King’s houfchold, who had the charge of the King's mea-
fures, and the cuftody of the flandards for regulating the
weights and meafures throughout the kingdom,

But the jurifdiction of this office had, by degrees, been ex-
ended over the whole markets of the kingdom, and by the
general inequality of weights and me then in ufe, the
Clerk of the market came to be invefted with powers in ap-
pearance legal, to opprefs the farm and other {ubjeds, at
his pleafure.

The Crown had alfo bee actice of letting the office
to farm, for which, great fums of money were paid ; and, of
courfe, it became neceflary to the leflees, for tl i
burfement and profit, to execute the unjuit powers com
to them with the utmoit rigour®

in off: -
(BSES il
( Britain
] 1 &
ThA :
— — S e e —— e e
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lders to difufe tillage, and to throw tl

rounds into inclofures, for the fike oi patture, which

COILLE

of the kingdom, in thofe

there were not commerce and ma fadtures |

Faign 8| 1
JWN out of huibandry

oy the hands thr

1 after the allowance given to export

"VES,
corn 1n the sth of Eliz, agriculture received new life and
vigour; but it is e rtain, during all that reign, and that of

ded upon foreigners for

i

her fuccellor

d depe

3 bread,
There was a regular importation from the Baltic,

and from
France ; and when thefe

failed, the bad conlequences were
very fenfibly felt by the nation.  Sir Walter Rawleigh, in hi:

3 €. 12.=10 Rich. 3. e. 2,
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¢ two millions went out of the king- CHAP L
L T

i1 1 H38,
'-.1-\?'- L8 I.
!:.' ‘!?'\_
1 I.lll i
court) ¢, 17.
e, EE 1 . i '|.' ey L
Acriculture hias nNow ecome the <mer n e O

Great Britain; it is that upon which all

1 5
otners

in which many more people are employed, tha:

P 1 "
manuractare whatever.

T, . g e e | AU g [ T .o 1Fata
The confequence of agriculture to the ftate,

hare of 1

hers of people
OCrs o pCoj

{ R e
Irom tic nu

wployed in it, 1s highly increafed by the nume-
rous and vigorous offspring which they preduce, by whom

the wafte, made in the human fpecies by every other manu-

ture, is fupplied.

We find no manufadurer returning his fon to the plough,

e almoft every ploughman endeavours to breed up, at
leaft one of his fons, to what is vulgarly called a trade, as
giving him a higher rank in fociety. Prejudices remain long

after their caufes have ceafed ; and perhaps this fentiment con-
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tinues to be imprefled upon the bulk of mankind, from the

mean f{tate in which our early farmers were placed.

By the encouragement of agriculture, we not only fecure

plenty, and moderate prices at home, and raife a new trade
and employment for frefh numbers of people, by the expor-
tation of our excrefcent ftock ; but we make ground, otherwife
barren, to be fruitful ; and the employment of one additional
man, or the improvement of one acre of ground at home, is
certainly of more confequence to the c mmunity, than of an
hundred fuch in a colony.

It is from plenty alone, that cheapnefs and equal prices can

proceed, and this plenty can only be procured by raifing

o

corn at home ; for if we fhall depend upon foreign importa-

tion, the fupply and the prices muft both be precarious.

It is generally believed, that the number of inhabi

ings in

Great Britain is about cight millions ; and we may fuppofe,

that each perfon will confume rather more than a quarter of

9 1 2ol . 1
viieat yearly ; or of wheat and other grain to that value
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To avoid multiplicity of computations, we {hall rank malt as
3 ) 1 " the
barley, and throw, upon the general confumption ot the
people, the grain confumed by horfes not employed in agri-
culture, and by hogs, poultry, ftarchmakers, &c. ; and when
it is confidered that a great number of the people live chiefly
upon the inferior grain, we cannot, under all thefe ecircums-
{tanices, appropriate lefs than two quarters of the feveral fort
of erain over-head, to the confumption of eac h perfon, upon
f the confumption of men, one with the other; to
t eat lefs, & o
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an average yearly, for bread, beer, fpirits, &c. and of courfe

the confumption of 8§ millions of people, will be 16 millions

s o : . c o ranp_J . ol
of quarters of the feveral kinds of grain over-head yearly.

It will be afcertained that, for many years, Great Britain
exported about 850,000 quarters of grain yearly; and we

may therefore conclude, that, in thofe years of profperi

fuflicient was raifed to fupport the inhabitants for near ra

months, befide the feed to be fown, at the rate of fomewhat

more than 1,300,000 quarters monthly ; for it may be admit-
ted, that at leall one month’s provifion muft be kept on hand

to bring in the new crop.

But even in fuch years, the produce is fo nearly balanced
by the confumpt at home, that, independent of bad feafons.

{
if by any miftake, or mifapplication of the laws, the hand of

1.1 i

ithdrawn from

" 3 o | - - : 1 | ey i
labour {hould, in a fmall deeree. he

ture, the confequences would be dr

of our commerce, we 11‘.:._'.'h-‘_ ward for a fhort

T T

n of toreign grain; but while thae

Y the payment n;'- the price, i: would

increale Our wants

» by trenching upen the remains of our

wulture,

Yet if the people can be plentifully
ind even the exportation mentioned ke

. - o . B
hition to the wealth and refources of the kingdom ; but

iragement that the law can give, corn could

tion to the in-

o

be yearly raifed fufficient for 15 months pr

!
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beine entire

le are employed in it

erality of other manufa@lures are arbitrary, and

laid down




of increaling

this attention,

= g 1 - ~ ¥
plroportion oL all taxes 1111]

} hited
the fale of our other manufacures, both at hon

Y - el » 1
as well as for the erowth of corn at home,

o e el e B
1 certainty, thé number o1

manufacturing, traniportng,

d {ale of corns but it may be computed with a great degr
of probability.
It is imagined that 5 quarters of

1 b A,
the ordinary
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e, we.do not pretend to alter the computa-

faying, that every perfon, old and young, employed

in agriculture as a {cience or wrade, could raife, upon an
AVErape, ore grain than would I:.l'.'l-i':Jt',. 4 other perions be-

- 53 ' g v A At . =1 - e d T Eop ¥
lides humielf, after defraying the other neceflities of the £

i 3 +1 1 1F 1 " - 1 ¥ Ty # - -| 1"
for we believe that if 48 or ;c people, old and young, in pro=

portion to the raifers, were to be billeted upon f{uch a farm
I ¥ I

. T .
as we have mentioned, they and the people upon the farm

would find full ufe for all the produtions of it, after fupport-

o

But if there are more people, the numbers of the corn-
raifers will be more -'.i::'-, ;'-n-.;sn_ll.idh to the number of the
ther members of the community, which will make no dife

¥ 1 1 1 1 v i
ference in the other parts or the calculation; and from ev

nlideration we have had in view, and every jads

that there are ar leaft 2

we are apt o mim:

lions of people, old and vounp

1
40 The nmumbers ol

I 1 ] e : ¥ 3 5 b %

t ner bir 1C5 O the ¢ I LTy are 1 proportion. 1 his
x 1 ™ LR | 5 g 1. - i vy T Ty 7 5 1

W the p Puiation or the country amount ro about
I i lHions,

have, among other confide-
vt

ratious, taken rhe taxes or public revenue, under review,

amounting to 15 miltons of pounds Sterling, all which muft

y 10T Tholie
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1l to mankind, hunt-

1 1 1 Alor
turage, and war Iror derence or retaliation

re, and has been intro-

or agriculoure

11 -
duced by art.

e J 1 : 1 1 Ty ety L . s
['he perfons who were at the head of thole occupations,
o |

et . - '
were the makers of their own inflruments, as well as the ufers

of themj; their children and relations were allowed to parti-

> in their toils and in their pleafures, but thofe who ferved

:d communities, there muft be fubordina-

ion, but flavery is not neceflary ; on the contrary, every per-

n is free, and a ufeful member of the fociety in his vocation,

is, 10 long as he conforms himfelf to the rules of

rior birth, fortune, or merit, come naturally
I in the political line or department of govern-

¢s bread for the community : the failor
4 7

1 it; the manufacturer, aflifted by the la-

'y W up 53 the artifan by the div
T I e ! AT 01
of labour, and the: ttion of the mechanic arts, gives aflilt-
g
1 I 1 FER S b r s £ o
ce to ‘.'-".:‘.; the merchant facihitates the t'.‘uhiiﬂ'_;{_' of 1ts
commodities with thofe of other nations: and thus every 1

community hangs by the other.
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THE CORN LAWS. ]

Of the caufes and ¢ffells of the feveral Corn Laws of Great Brit

prior to the Revolution in the year 1688.

'FTOR {everal centuries after the Conquefl, in order to mai
: tain the laws of England, in force, it was thought necef~
{ary to renew, or to confirm them, upon the acceflion of every
new fovereign. The laws themfelves too, though generally
made with great care and attention, receiving but little fup-

port from the executive power, fell often into difufe.

This accounts for the numerocus confirmations of the Great
Charter, and the frequent re-enactions of the fame laws on
this and other fubjeéts, without any frefh meaning, to be
found upon the ftatute-book.

enants or

~

In thofe times, the rents of lands, poflefled by
farmers, were chiefly payable in corn or cattle, or other pro-

D2

CHAP. II
L,,..:-—xl"'-..




: by which the rents were re-

meafures of

ers of King John and Henry III, often

confirmed by fucceeding kings and parliaments, one w

fure had been appoinred ro be ufed over all

land, but with very little effc@. Of this we have fufficient

m an act of the 25 Ed. lII. by which the weights

and meafures were apain attempted to be regulated ; and by

Is ftricken, and no more, were appointed to b

s © B

) y
the remls and

fr With fuch

not to be expected that che law could have

3

lion of purveyance,

ation in life, wherein the farmers were

and the Eli:._'-l-i.\i];‘{! 1tu
L

placed, 1t 1s not to be wondered that agriculture languifhed

and that a numerous community (kin-l:clugi upon foreien pro-

| Il |

vifions for their fubfiftence.

[t would be an ufelefs and a difagreeable labour, ap:

, and the habits, which checked the

ywit fields, and made for

il now, with pleafure, leave them be-
a more agreeable inveltigation, and
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h\' which .'._'_;!'ii nlcure

to trace the It

i

curity, and rofe to be the firlt pillar ¢

But be

entering particularly into the corn laws;

foreftallers, regrators, and ingr ire fr v mention-
ed, it may be neceflary to make the reader acquainted with
them,

For many 3 “the Conqueft, the greatelt part of t

» or bulinels « and, was carr

and a very confiderable part of the revenue of the crown

from the payable to the kine upon the

Y

brought to them for fale#. The barons had alfo tolls at

fairs within their refpe@ive juriidictions.

When the farmers and mei ere bringing their corn,

kets and fairs,

nd other neceflaries, to be {fold at the m

people met them by the way, and purchafed their provifions,

in order to retail ‘them at a higher price. By th
the king and the lord of the manor loft the feveral duties

-able to them, and the price was raifed upon the inhabi-

P
rants, by leflfening the guantity of provilions brought to mar-

ket, Such were the original foreftallers, and thus both pu-

blic and private intereft were united againft them, and fevere

were laid upon the practice

3 Hum Y. 414
f i m C 25 it 4 3 C 1
2 Ri  JGH | A NS
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~

of a foreftaller was farther extended,

* [ 1 1
to any perfon who fhould buy any merchandife or

coming toward any fair , or toward any city,

port, creek, or road of E: r Wales, from beyond {fea,
I | 1 < £ hiaxrs ;
to be fold ; or who fhould make any bargain for hay ing the

fame, before the merchandife or victuals fhould be in the
L
|

market to be fold ; or who fhould make any motion for en-

- . : : . i
hancing the price; or fhould move any perfon coming to

the market

to forbear to bring the things to be fold *,
L= (=]

1 | e | 1 = rat
* A perfon who fhould by any means regrate, obtain, or get

nto his pofleflion, in any fair or market, any corn, wi

- - 1 - S - - YOS \ - y - " - - L= 5
tter, cheefe, &ec. that were brought to any market in

i
11141,

L or Wales to be fold, and thould fell the fame in any

- or market holden or kept in the fame place, or in any

air or market within four miles thereof, {hould be

holden and reputed a regrator +.

¢ A perfon who fhould ingrofs, or get mto his hands, by

, contradl, or promife-making, any growing corn in

the fields, or any other corn or grain, butter, cheefe, fifh,

» other dead victuals whatever, with intent to fell the {ame

again, fhall be holden and reputed an ingroffert.” It is need-

lefs to add that fevere penalties were ena@ed againft the of-




s

ned, to facilitate the internal commerce of the

+ will be noticed in their pro

. 1 ] 1
In .{:L'.i.:t'..n:-i, laws to th

ne purpe

11 g o H .
11ers and 1

fore ors; and althoug]

- i 11 1) v +} ¢ [ R
Lll_.‘l\f.\ 1not .L:"-L"..'u| i g ]_'.1." Gy LIIC delcription

and the pena

Ities upon the practice, are fully comprehendec

| T £ vhe foraftalle 1 g B
under the defeription of the foreftall 1¢i regratol
|

Many antient laws had been made,

tion foreign provi

ms, and the exportation of Enghil

ain had been prohibited . So that whil ortation of

"

(™ s 1 kﬂ- ] -y
the excrefcent part of our own produce was prohibited, and
the importation of foreign grains encouraged, we cannot con-

| B

{ider aericulture to have been cherifhied as a national ol

But a dawn of reafon began now to appear, and a law 3
was made, authorifing all the king’s fubjedts to carry corn

out of the kingdom, upon payment of the cuftoms and fub-

fidies 1. Which law was confirmed this year, referving to 1425,
the king and council to refltrain the exportation when they
fhould judge that to be neceflary |.

But this referva

* Burrow Laws, c. 8. Cham. Air. ¢. 19. 20, 21, Ja. 5. Pa® 4. c. 21. Par, 7. c. 98,
and Ja. 6. Par. 12. c. 148 .

[f Abbrev, ]mp. S 1.3.!r. l.;l".l.':'«, vide ;\|'-L‘:;SL!:__-., No .

t 17 Rich. z. c. 7. | 4 Hen. 6. c. 5

. i . o
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4. | 2 to export grai eventea
{ e ) i p
’ th L L L
i
.- | Ll 1
] 11 milappileh L 111 AT
S 1 o3
i / of executive ,  ehecked ¢
' early progrefs of agriculture, and brought ditirefs upon the
whole | 1.
14.30. I'his fufliciently appears from the preamble of the follow-
ing law, by which liberty was given to perfons to tranfport
B ) & i
grain to where they pleafed, without licence, except to
the enemies of the king when wheat was at 6s. 8d. and
b | barley at 3s. the quarter®. And thefe fums were rather
: above the middling prices, being equal, in the prefent money,
i to L. 2 : a5, for the quarter of wheat, and 19s. 1od. for the
(4 i ] J
.. ] - -
% quarter of barley.
i
i 1442, This law had been found {o beneficial to the kinedom, and
| had produced fuch plenty of corn, that it was now confirm-
1444+ ed, and continued for ten years, and foon after was made per-
i petual ¥; and the confequences were, that, fo far as we can
A .« 1 . - . .y - -
- now difcover, the price of grain did not fluétuate greatly tor
ik 40 years, and was very moderate I,
But flill che laws inviting the importation of foreign grain
. continued in force; the trade was in the hands of foreign
(3
r
|
| -1 Hen. 6. ¢ 2.
20 Hen. 6 c. 6 Gt {
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thus were enabled to underiell the proguce of QUI ficlls A
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This appea = - el -
nis 1: PEe i € i g I' § 1
from two relirl e and regulating aws ol I\ pal 111, b
+1 o et M . 3 P, Ry P e . :
the laft of which 1t apj that tic 101 nerch ts, wWho

Imported wines mto Lnglan not only takgen their pay-

ment, two thirds in woollen cloth, and one thi

money, but had confiderably leflened the conter

- 1 et R 1. - . T .’y a -
wine cafks, although fold under the former ttles and contents

The diftrefs upon hufbandry, occafioned by the continu

importation of foreien prain, came at length to 1
2 O 2

to, and a preventative law was made ; although we

bourers and occupiers of land had been grievoully dar

by the importation of foreign grain, when corn at home was

at a {inall price ; and that therefore the importation of foreign
] I B
r Rich. 3. ¢. B. 13.
E

I_I_‘.._I--l
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prohibited, until the prices at home fhould exceed

gram was

6s. 8d. for the quarter of wheat, 4s. for rye, and 3s. for bar-
ley *; equal to L.r:15:2, L. 1, 15 and 155 10d. of pre-

{fent money.

Thefe were the laws to which the agriculture of England may

be faid to have owed its origin ; and, althou
1

have been of

h their purpofes

n defeated, by other laws, they are the foundation
) )

which flill remains, and upon which a great fabric (at prefent

out of repair) has been built, which, with moderate attention,
may long continue to be the chief ornament and fupport of

Great Britain.

Upon thefe laws the agriculture of England refted for near
a century ; bur it is to be lamented, that the want of execution
rendered them, in a great degree, nugatory : The prohibition
of the importation of foreign grain was never attended to, and
the occupiers of land in England had fill to firuggle with the
competition of grain from abroad, and the oppreflion of pur-

veyance, and other griévances at home.

This is evident from an act of this year made againft re-
grators, foreflallers, and ingroffers ; by which the crime of
foreftalling is extended to perfons buying viGuals coming in
fhips from beyond the feas, to be fold in any market or fair,
city, port, haven, creek, or road, as if no laws had fubfifted

by which fuch importation had been prohibited.

* 3Edi 4 c. 2
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1

f\]lf‘lu"ﬂ.",:l

reprefiion of the practices of forefl ling

regrating might have been neceflary, it is diil
C o (=) 4

diflicult to difcover
a reafon for the enaé@tment of ingrofling, at fo late a period
as the prefent reign, when commerce had made fome con-
fiderable progrfs; and, by the fame law, no perfon at home
could tranfport corn from one part to another without a li-
cence ; neither could they purchafe corn, to be laid up in their
granaries for home fale, until the quarter of wheat was at, or

under, 6s. 8d. (equal to 16s. 6d. of prefent money); malt
and barley at 3s. 4d. (8s. 3d.); oats at 2s. (4s. 115d.);
and beans at 4s. (9s. r1d.); and rye at gs. (12s. 5d.) per

quarter ¥,

“hus the former {yftemn of corn laws was totally overturn-

ed; for although thefe were che prices to which exportation

was limited, by the ac of Edward IV. in 1463, the value of

money was materially changed ; for, at the former period, there
were only 37s. 0d. in the pound of filver, and now there were
6os. and at the former period, money borea very high and un-
limited intereft, and now, it yielded only about 12 per cent.
per annum fo that 6s. 8d. for a quarter of wheat in 14063,
was equal to L.1:15:2; and, in the year 1552, it was on-
ly equal to 16s. 6d. as is already noticed ; and the prohibition
to puare hafe corn, Lo be laid up n i.'_l‘.".:):l]'ir...-, or to carry it
E:u:llhv;:}'s, untl it thould fall to a _|u"u.'c below the expence of
raifing it, muit ilut‘n'il:li'il_\_' put a total ftep to all trade in corn,
and ruin the farmers; and all this was done at a2 time when
the price of grain had been uniformly low,

* & G Ed. G c 14
E 2




|
E
{
E [
’
I
i

—

s

[t does 1 ecurred to the legiflature th
time, that at home n times of great
plenty, th becaufe the farmers w
not be al e of raifing corn at a difs

Ivant I i von the ftock on hand was

1ited {raveity
nauklied, .E.-'.I\:l_

would eni ¢} IIor did 1€t ocC-

cur, that by allowing an

la
plenty would be e

farmers, and

to carry on their b
nels, and to r

home confum

o - -
nt into the K

gdom for the

! ]
1

road,

1
totally erro=-

ncous.

dldly i
I
L. . . | ™
r allOLNET 14
¢ fundry good
a 1 + . 1
A Lily 2 Lik
. = !l il E
L g L 100e 1 port, carry, or convey, out
rediiln, 1nfo a the pol
T ey s 1




grain,

14111 5 OF <l

havine

COLILIN

Cor wrheat
1or wilcat

M1




'l
E

N

]
e

AN INQUIRY INTO

r, was the policy of Edward VL. and of Phi-

11

viary ; and it was foon after followed 5¢ L by

laws exprefsly prohibiting the tll kinds of
o Ji
fleth, unde

| R, 1 Bl X : - T o | SR SRS T i

Several favourable feafons happened to fol after this law

g - . | e e s o % T
had pafled, the importation of foreign grain was continued,
2 o ] i 1 + 2 o8 rrers |
and the price of wheat continued about 8s. the guarter; but

the Englifh farmers came to | |

% F e Al aarrerls AP M
81§ Lt{ll:.n.], 4l agricuiture DEeZan

to be abandoned.

Laws are neceflary for the reg

on ot lo

ciety ; but they
become i;:L‘i”j wl 1

ben they eicher diredt impe Hibilit

s, or order
people to labour in profeflions, by which they cannot earn a
e. The wife laws of Hen. VI, and Ed. V.
ut repeal during the whole of the reigns of

Hen. VII. and Hen, VIIl. but without receiving any counte-

reafonable {ub{

had fubfifted wi

nance or execution ; and vet they, as well as Ed. VI. and P 1L
Mary, the latter of whom were the chicf inflruments in
dry, made repeated laws to oblige people to
labour and fow their lands |

crufhing hufls:

Thefe incongruities did not efcape the obfervation of the

vigorous adminiftration of Elizabeth, although the defire to
raife money fuperfeded the wifidom of the other inflitutions
propoled for the benefit of the kimgdom,

Mary. par. 6. c. 30.—Ja. 6. PRr. 11, c.

i 4 Hen 7. e 19.—7 Hen. 8. «, 1.—27 Hen. 8. c.22i—¢ & 6Ed. 6.

2 & 3 Phil. and M. c. 2.




THE CORN LAW? 10

Soon after her accefliony fhe renewed the former laws for CHAP.II

e e e E A T - s )
rebutlding houles of hufbandry, and labouring and, which

been 1n culture, with more ¥

ur ; but, by

wnother law, fhe allowed the farmers to export

ce of it was not hich at home,

- I - | R e rJ1 oy e
‘.‘.J‘.L...'..luli-., wilenl the |

The former laws, obliging the proprietors or tenants to re-

build the i[.‘t.l:.'-...'l houafes of hulbandry, and to return to

T
tillage, had given the

penalties to the king; but thefe were

now given to the next heir, &ec. of the perfon off

i

[t was enacted, that fuch lands a

and eared in any one
¢ Hen. VIII, fhould 1

ing to the nature of the foil and cultom of the co

v b
¢ the occupier thereof, upon pain that every offender fhould
¢ forfeic 108, an acre yearly, to the next in remainder or re-
i

verfion, for the term of life, lives, or in tail, for which he

might diftrain; and in defaule, by the fpace of one year,
¢ then he, in the reverfion or remainder in fee (imple, fhould
have the fame '|.'L!'|HL'E1}", and in his default, to the imme-
diate lord of the fee ; and 1in his defaulr, the Queen, or the
¢ Queen and the informer #.

By the other law ¢ Tt was enacled, that it thould be lawful
¢ for all and every perfon and perfons, being fubje@s of

the Queen’s majefty, her heirs and fu

ceflors, oaly out of

5 Eliz. e 2
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This was -onfiderable extenii i S e e e e
1115 was a contdicrable extenhion ¢ Lhe Cxportation prices ;
1
e

21101 '\ Appeairs H: Camden and Sir Walter Rawl

mous authors, and co-temporaries of Queen Elizabeth, that

from the year 1562, that great princefs ha

into the caufes of odious monop

provifions, and artificial fcarcities, that impoverifhed

devoured the nation, \.i,'l-ij: took off the old prohibition of the

exportation of corn, leaving full hiberty in that refpeét; and

it is remarked by the {ame authors, that the dire@ and imme-
diate confequence of this wife meafure, was the increafe of

1

and the reduction of importation.
And Sir Walter, in his Remarks on Trade, prefented to

5 Eliz, c. 5.
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james . pofitivel

that for fome years prece

1 .3 ] 1

above period, the importation of corn had exceeded

]E'.Jll.':- of i.'.‘.'i'C T

But foon after a more vigorous effort was made to recover

d, * An act for

the agriculture of England, by a law en

¢ the better. increafe of dllage, and for mair
£

unance and in-

creafe of the navy and mariners of England.’

By this law it was enadted, ® That it fhould be lawful to
every perfon and perfons, being fubjeds of the Queen’s ma-
jefty, her heirs and fucceflors, and inhabiting within her
highnefs realms and dominions, only out of fuch ports and
crecks, where were, or fhould be refident, a cuftomer or

= e Bt
colleCtor of fubfidy, or tonn

their deputies, and not elfewhere, to load, carry, or tranfpert
any wheat, rye, barley, malt, peafe, or beans, into any ports
beyond the feas, in amity with the rcalm, and not prohibited
T,\}' any reftraint or l11'c1(:1;u‘.1;1r1ml; u]]{}' to {ell as a merchan-
dife, in fhips, crayers, or other veflels, bearing crofs fails,
whereof any Englith born fubjeclts, inhabiting within her

"k ' 1 14 1 ! v
¢ highnefs dominions, then thould be the only owners, at fuch

times as the feveral prices thereof {hall be fo reafonable

moderate, in the feveral counties where any fuch

ranfporta-
tion fhall be intended, as that no prohibition thould be made,

either by the f_lgccll‘s majefty, her heirs or fucceflors, by

P

* Cen. Review of

quotation is taken, having been
| = |
tmoney, but can mean only mulions ol livres,

: :
and poundage, or one of
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ywils 1n the county; o1 {fome order of the Lord Pre-
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fident and Council of the Nort lent ancl
X e «Tr o o .. = e i
Council 1in Wales, within they 11§ 3 OF 'or
the juiltices of aflize, at theimr lelhons, 1n other ihires, out of

the jurifdiftion of the faid two prefidents and councils 3 or

by the more part of the juftices of the peace of the com
at their quarter {={lions, in this manner following, that is,

i 1
The faid lord prefidents and councils for the fhires, within

their jurifdiGions, the juftices of aflize at their feveral

feflions in other thires, out of the faid jurildiflions, belong-

ing to the faid councils in the North, and in Wales, yearly,

fhould, upon" conference had with the inhabitants of the

county, of the cheapnefs and dearth of any of the faid kinds
of grain, within the counties, within the jurifdi@ions of the
{aid councils, or in the other counties within the hmits of the
faid juftices of aflize, by their difcretion determine whether
it {hould be meet, at any time, to permit any grain to be
carried ont of the realm, by any port within the faid feveral
juri{dictions or limits ; and {o thould, in writing under their
hands and f{eals, caufe and make a determination either for

permiflion or prohibition ; and the fame caufe to be, by the

{heritis

the counties, publifhed and affixed in as many

ccuftomed market towns and ports, within the faid {hire

{hould think convenient, and in fuch manner as the
Ou

2 LLCK
—

» majefty’s proclamations were ufually publifhed and
ailixed; which determination of the faid prefidents and coun-
cils in their jurifditions, and of the juftices of aflize in their

limits, fhould continue in force for the tme, place, and
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manner therein exprefled, until the faid prelidents and coun-

cils fhould otherwife order ; or until the ju 5 of aflize, at

their being in their faid circuits, in every of the faid coun-

«1
ties, thould alter or otherwife order the fame, except the fame
{hall be otherwife, in the mean time, altered or counte rmand-

ed by the Queen’s majefty, her heirs or fucceffors; or by

fome order of the juftices of the peace, in the counties firu-

in their

ated out of the jurifdiction of the faid two council

quarter feflions, to be holden in the mean time; or the greater
part of them {hall find the fame determination of the juftices

e I‘.'- ¥ -+ - - 'R Rk d s BTl s £ | ¥ " l" &
of aflize to be hurtful to the county, by means of dearth, or
to be a great hindrance to tillage, by meaps of too much
cheapnefs 3 and fhould by their writings, under their hands
aad feals ke anv determinati G Rl o
and feals, make any determination to the contrary, €ither

for permiflion or prohibition of carriage of any ki
grain out of the realm; and the fame determination thould
caufe to be, in like manner, publifhed and afixed as above
is {aid.  Which determination fhould alfo continue in force,
except the fame fhould be altered by the Queen’s majetty,
her heirs and facceflors ; or until the juftices of afhze, at
their being in their faid circuits, in every of the faid coun-

ties afore to them limited, thould alter or otherwife order

the fame ; who fhould and might, upon new conference had,
by their diferetions, from time to time, alter and change the
{aid determinations, in the whole or in part, as to their dif=

cretions thould feem meet; and the fime fhould alfo caufe

to be publithed, as is before prefcribed.’

¢ Provided, neverthelefs, thet neither any of the faid prefi

.c
F 2

nd of
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lawd uftices of peace

heir ¢ 1 1 1 - <
thcir detcrminations, above-mention

be firlt, by w I'iL-=HL':, notihed to the

- . s o | - Sl L e =1
her privy council ;s and by her majelity, or her privy council,

thould be liked or allowed.’

¢ Provided alfo, that the Queen'’s majefl ¥, her heirs and fuc-
ceflors, thould have and receive, by the cuftomers and offi-
cers of her ports, for the cuftom or poundage of every quar-
ter of wheat, to be tranfported by force of this {tatute,
twelve-pence ; and of every quarter of other grain, cight-
pence.  And of every quarter of wheat that fhould be,
by any fpecial licence thereafter to be granted, tranfport-
ed out of the realm, and not by force of this ftatute,

other grain, fixteen-

two fhillings ; and of every quarter of

pence, &c.’

¢ Provided alfo, that her Majefty, her heirs and fucceflors
might, atall times, by writ of proclamation, to be publithed
generally in the whole realm, or in the counties of the realm
where any port towns were, command that no perfon {hould,
by virtue of this a@, tranfport, or carry out any manner
of grain, to any parts out of her dominions, either gencrally
cut of any port of the realm, or particularly out of any
fpecial ports, to be in the fame proclamation named ; and
that it might not be lawful, for any perfon, to carry out

any fuch grain, contrary to the tenor of the fame proclama-
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tion, upon fuch pains as by the laws
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odified, and the duties upon cxport X
e 1\., v Aot of the a5t h© vinne nirodu "'l rthe molt b o
can be no donbdt of tae act having produccd the oL DENLIl

- . by ior ] s 1 =
nces to the kingdom ; but the jud; to whom

1els was committed, had no certain

this moit important bu

rule to direc their procedyre ; they were not allowed to de-

termine, by the price of grain at the time of their yearly in-
quiry, which is the only certain index of plenty or fcarcity,

» of

the country,

much cheapnefs, to allow of exportation of grain ; than which,

nothing could be more vague and uncertain.

Liib

But whatever confideration may have

framing of this ad, the laying a duty of 20 per cent. a valsr
upon grain to be exported, by licence, and 10, per cenfe upon
grain to be exported by the ftatute, was eq 1al to a prohi-
bition, and gave full {cope to the importation of foreign grain,

which was ftill received without the payment of any duty.

So difficult it is, in all ficuations, to judge, or point out the

blic inter

§
It 15 con

propriety of condudt, where revenue or pu

cerned.

13 Eliz. c. 13
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roreign parts

In Scotland, the pre

iy
was continued, under feve

We can only judge of the effects of the above law of Eng-
land, from the: prices of grain that followed it; and from
thence we cannot think they had been favourable, as we find
the price of a quarter of wheat, in the year 1574, to have
been L. 2: 16s. equal to L. 5 : 15 : 8 of prefent money; and

in 1587, no lefs than L. 3: 4s. equal-to 1,6 : 12 : 8 1.

It is to be regretted, that the legiflatures, of every country,
do not, at all times, when they make laws, give the fpecific
and true reafons of the enattions, that people of the fame age,
and more efpecially thofe of after generations, may profit by
their experience, and be enabled to judge of the expediency of
the inflitutions, from their confequences ; whereby pofterity
may have it in their power to follow the traét, or to avoid the

danger.

In the prefent cafe we have no fuch guide. The corn laws
were now again revifed ; but it would appear to have been
done rather in bad humour. We find them taken notice of
in an act, entitled, ¢ An ac for the revifing, continuance, ex-

¢ planation, and perfe@ing of divers ftatutes .
By this act it appears, that government had abandoned the

* Ja. 6. Par. 11. . 35, 1 Vide Ap % No 1
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the act of the 13th, was laid afide,

il'.Ji|'.{!l

neither repealed nor mentioned ; for

. T AN s Pl St B Ry
we find the refoluti the legiflature changed by tl

g

i=ction of thys adt,

words : ¢ Provided allo,

¢ and be it further e by the authority of ‘this prefent
¢ parliament, that when the price of corn and grain exceedeth
¢ not the rates hereafter following, at the times, and havens,
¢ and places where and when the fame corn and grain fhall be
¢ fhipped or loaded, viz wheat at 20s.; the
¢ guarter of rye, peafe, 1d. ; the g of
¢ barley or malt, at 12s. current Englith money : That th

¢ fhall be lawful, to all and every perfon or perfons, being fub-
¢ jects of her '.\lctjcll_\', her heirs and CAITY,
¢ or tranfport any of the faid corn or grain, in fuch manner
¢ and form as in the faid act made for the n the
¢ navy, (5 Eliz. c. 5.) is limited and aj the
. {‘?“'.-I.L‘L‘i'l‘h majefty, her heirs and fucceflors, thall have and re-
¢ ceive, by the cuftomers and officers of h for the
¢ cuftom or poundage of every quarter of wheat to be tranl-
¢ ported by force of this ftatute, 2s. and of every quarter of
¢ rer grain, t6d.: Which faid feveral fums, fo to be
¢ had, or taken as cuflom or poundage, to be in full £

tion of all manner of cuftom or poundage, for the faid co

or erain, by any conftitution, order, ftatute, law, or cu.
B ] ¥ ] 2 b ] 3
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¢ ftom, heretofore made, ufed, or t for tranfporting of
'--l'r, dlci v sl G .llll.\, 104 3 i s hay -k I b

¢ any {fuch manner of corn and grain.

. : s : -
By this a&t exportation was allowed when whear was at

20s. the quarter (equal to L. 2:1: 4 of prefent money) ; rye,

peafe and beans, at 13s. 4d. (L.1:7:8); and barley and malt,

atras: (Lir:ag: ro); which is juflt double the prices at which
exportation was allowed by the former law of the sth of this
reign : But at the {ame time the duties payable upon grain ex-
ported by force of the ftatute, were doubled, which, joined
to an unlimited importation, without the payment of any
duty whatever, became equal to a prohibition, rendered the

ugatory, and kept the price of grain at an extravagant

sht; for we find that a quarter of wheat, in the year 1504,
lold at L.2:16, equal to L.5:15:8; in 1595, at L. 2 13:4,

4]

equal to L.5:10:2; in 1596, at L. 4, equal to L.8:5:4;
and 1n 1597, at L.4:12s equal to L.g: 105 of prefent

money =,

Things, however, remained in that fituation unt! this

vear, when, upon the acceflion of James I. 2 number of fta-

e revifed, fome of them continued and others re-

pealed, without afligning any reafon for {o doing ; and, among

other matters, it was enacled, That *when the prices of corns
¢ or grains exceeded not the rates following, at the times, havens,

and places, where and when the fame corn or erain {hall he
L=
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thipped or loaded, viz. the quarter of wheat at 26s. 8d. (e-
gual to L. 2:13:4 of prefent money) ; the guarter of rye,

I:10); the quarter of barley and

peafe, and beans, 14s. (I

malt, 14s. (L. 1: 8) of current Englith money ; that then it

L&

fhould be lawful for all and every perfon and perfons, bei

fubjects of the King's majefty, his heirs or fi

port of his own, and to buy and tranfport, any of the faid

corns and grains, into any parts beyond feas, in amity w

his Majefty, to fell as merchandife, in {hips, crayers, or other

vellels, whereof any Englifh born fubjeét or fubjeéts the

Sitill UL LU CLLE VU dUd Ol L1ICT

{hould be the owner, or owners, any l;m', ulage, or ftatute to

the contrary notwithftanding: And that his Majefly, hi
heirs and fucceflors, fhould have and receive, from the cufs

tomers and officers of the port, for the cuftomr or pound-

age of every quarter of wheat, to be tl';nn'!'.'ru'u':f by force

of this ftatute, 2s. ; and of every quarter of other grain, 16d

ther gram, 1Gd.
in full of all manner of cuftom and poundage: Provided
always, that the King’s majefty, his heirs and {ucceflors,
might at all times, by his or their writ of proclamation, tc
to be publifhed generally in the whole realm, or in ans

¥

the counties of the realm, where any port towns are, com

mand that no perfon fhould, by virtue of this adt, tr

act, ‘tran-
port or convey, any manner of grain out of his Hizhnefy’

dominions generally, or out of any {pecial port to be in the

{fame proclamation particularly named, for fuch time

-
{hould therein be limited and appointed : And it fhe no
be lawful for any perfon to carry out any fuch pr: in, con-
trary to the term of the fame proclamation, upon fuch pains

G
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and forfeitures, as by the laws and flatutes were and had

¢ been provided in that behalf *,

It is not eafly to difcover the reafons for enacting the laws
of the reign of James I. Many of them give none ; the pre-
amble to others are often unfatisfacory ; and, with refpect to

corn and hufbandry, they are totally filent.

Befides, the defire to raife a revenue from corn, pervaded,
and in a great meafure defeated the beneficial intentions of
the whole of the corn laws, for 130 years prior to the com-

mencement of the 17th century.

In the prefent cafe, the prices of grain, at which exporta-

tion was permitted, were conliderably extended, and were ve-

ry high; but we cannot confider this extenfion to have pro-
ceeded from any benefit already felt from exportation, under
the former law ; for fo long as that was loaded with a duty of
10 per cents and importation permitted without duty, we can-
not imagine that any confiderable quantity of grain had been
exported ; and, as the former duties upon exportation were by
this law {till continued, perhaps we are not in the wrong if
we believe, that the prefent extenfion or enlargement of the
exportation prices, proceeded, in fome meafure, from a view
to raife a revenue from corn, by giving a larger fcope to the

exportation of it.

A writ

ng, publithed in 1621, by Sir Thomas Culpeper, in-

* 2 Ja. 1. ¢ 25. 0 26, 27,
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the Dutch with that of Poland, fupplied the E

and that the national corn was continually below 1ts true va-
lue. ¢ At prefent,” fays Culpeper, ¢ whillt corn and the other

¢ merchandifes which the earth preduces, are at a low price,

¢ the fpade and the plough are forfaken ; the poor find litle
¢ employment, and wages are extremely low, If the proprie-
¢ tors of lands could find their account in minding them,
¢ there would foon be many more people employed in their
¢ cultivation than there now are, and wages would be better.
¢ Every man, bleft with health and ftrength, would not be
[ 1

poor, except through extreme lazinefs*.’

In another revifing act of this reign, 38 flatutes are recapi-
tulated by their titles only; and continued, except in fo far

as they had been altered in that {eflion of pa

In this law T there are the following {ections relative tocorn,

¢ Provided alfo, and be it further enadted by the authority of
¢ this prefent parliament, that when the prices of corn and grain
¢ exceed not the rates hereafter following, at the times, havens,
¢ and places, when and where the fame corn-and grain {hall
¢ be bought, fhipped, or loaded, viz.—the quarter of wheat
¢ at 32s.; the quarter of rye at 20s. ; the quarter of peafe and
¢ beans at 10s. ; the quarter Ui'b:lr?c}' or malt at 16s, ; of cur-
[ 4

rent Englith money : That then it {hall and may be lawfi

¢ for all and every perfon and perfons, being f{ubje

% Corn, Trafts, p. 174« Ll D R S R

| & _-...‘
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1

iy | 8. . i A Rt e
s majelty, his heirs and faccefl; rs, to carry and tranf-

l again in markets, and out

port his own, and to buy to ;

of markets, and to keep and fell, or carry and tranfport

any of the faid corn or gram, from the places where
o 4

they ihall be of fuch prices, into any parts beyond the feas,

i anuty with his Majefty, as merchandife, i fhips, crays,
i B L . o g 1343 o 3 e i 2}

r vellels, whereof any Englith born fubje or fub-

be the owner or owner

5, Of the fame to car-
ry and fell in other piaces within this realm, or dominions

thereof, any

¢, or flatute to the contrary hereof
notwithftanding : And that the King’s majefty, his heirs

: : : ; -
and {ucceflors, thall have and receive by the cultomers and

ofhicers of his ports, for the cuftom or poundage of every
quarter of wheat, to be tran{ported by force of this ftatute
out of this realm, 2s.; of every quarter of other grain,
16d. : Which faid feveral fums o to be had or taken as cu-
ftom or poundage, fhall be in full fatisfa@ion of all manner
of cuflom or poundage, for the faid corn or grain, by any
conflitution, order, ftatute, Jaw, or cuftom heretofore made,
ufed, or taken, for tranfporting of any fuch manner of corn
or grain,

¢ Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority of
this prefent parliament, that the King’s majefty, his heirs
and fuccellors, may at all times, by his or their writ of pro-
clamation, to be publifhed generally in the whole realm, or
in any of the counties of the realm, where any port towns
are, command that no perfon fhall by virtue of this ad,

tranfport or convey, any manner of grain, out his Highnefs’
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¢ dominions generally, or out of any {pecial ports, to be in
* the fame proclamation particularly named, for fuch time
as fhall therein be limited and appointed : And it fhall
not be lawful for any perfon to carry out any fuch grain,
contrary to the tenor of the {fame proclamation, upon fuch
¢ pains and forfeitures, as by the laws and f{tatutes of this
¢ realm are, and have been, provided and ordained in that
¢ behalf, thisad, or any thing therein contained to the con-

trary, notwithftanding.’

The extention of the export prices, by this law, was very
I s
great, for 32s. for wheat, was equnal to L. 3: 4s. of prefent
money; 2cs. for rye, was equal to L. 2 ; and 16s. for barley
and malt, peafe and beans, was equal to L. 1: 125.; and
all thefe fums are very near double the medium prices of
the prefent time, in years of ordinary plenty: fo that the
at appears clearly to have been made for an extenfion of the

TCVENue.

By this law too, the penalties of ingrofling were removed,
fo long as the prices of grain did not exceed thofe {pecified in
the law ; and indeed, the laws againft ingrofling were fuch as
behoved to put a total ftop to all trade in corn, whether inter-

nal or external, until they were foftened or abolithed.

Soon after the acceflion of Charles I. we find an aét, by
which 56 ftatutes were revifed, and recapitulated by their
titles 3 and fo much of thefe ftatutes as were not then altered

or explained, were ordained to remain in foree,

CHAP. 11
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In this law, without any preamble or reafon given, the 1d
1 g 1 i = vy an -+ {ad
and 4th fections of the aét 1023, above copied, are ingrofled,

verbatim, in the 24ch and 25t

1 fections *,

1

But although the export prices were hiterally the fame, they

were very different in fa@; for, in the year 1624, the yearly

intereft of money having been reduced from 10 to § per cent.

32s. for a quarter of wheat, which in 1623 was equal to
L. 3: 45 was, in 1627, equal toonly L.z : 11 : 2 of prefent
money ; and the prices of other grain in proportion.

The long interval of parliament, after the feflion in which
the above law was pafled, and the confufions which foon fol-
lowed the meeting of the next parliament, in 1040, probably
prevented any further attention to this matter, during the re-
mainder of this reign.

Although by conne@ing the corn laws with revenue, the
wife inflitutions of the reign of Elizabeth, and her two imme-
diate fucceflors, had been, in a great meature, defeated, agri-
culture had been otherwife treated by the laws as an objed of
high importance ; not only on account of the numbers em-

ployed in it, and the intrinfic value of its produce, but alfo
for the fupport that would be given to the navy, by the ex-
portation trade, which would arife from it ; but upon the re-
ftoration of Charles II. it was thoughtlefsly abandoned as 2
mere objedt of revenue,

® 3Cha L c. 5. § 24. 25.
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fn B
Without taking any particular notice of agriculture, or CHAP. II
=)

giving any reafon for the alteration of the corn laws, we find
the following fection in the a& of tonnage and poundage:
¢ And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that
¢ it fhall and may be lawful, immediately after pafling of this
a@, for any perfon or perfons, to fhip, carry out, and tran-
¢ {port, by way of merchandife, thefe feveral forts of goods
following, that is to fay, gun-powder, when the fame doth
¢ not exceed the price of L. 5 the barrel; and wheart, rye,
¢ peafe, beans, barley, malt, and oats, beef, pork, bacon, but-
ter, cheefe, candles, when the fame do not exceed in price,
at the ports from whence they are laden, and at the time of
their lading, thefe prices following, thar is to fay, wheat,
* the quarter, 40s. ; rye, peafe, and beans, the quarter, 24s.;
barley and malt, the quarter, 2os.; oats, the quarter, 16s.;

beef, the barrel, L. 5; pork, the barrel, L. 6 : 10; bacon,
¢ the pound, 6d.; butter, the barrel, L. 4 : 10; cheefe, the
¢ hundred, L. 1: 10; candles, the dozen pounds, 5s.; paying
¢ the refpective rates appointed by this act, and no more ; any
former law, f{tatute, prohibition, or cuftom to the contrary,

in any wife, notwithftanding *.’

So that corn came to be juft enlifted in the fame roll with

other articles, upon which duties were made payable.

-t

The prices limited for the exportation of wheat, being 408

was equal to L. 2 : 85 of pl‘ciL‘nL money ; 24s. for the quarter

® 12Cha. Il c. 4. § 1z
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of rye, peafe, and beans, was equal to L. 1 : 8 : 10; 208 for
the quarter of i.‘l;a.l'!a_-_x' and malr, was equal to L. 1 ; 4s. 5 and
i

. - Ny -
OF the quarter of oats, was t'-‘gL:al Lo 1gs. 2d. Agrd [}}

10s. 1

this law the duties, payable upon exportation, were 2cs, (equal

to L. 1: 4s.) for the quarter of wheat; ros. (equal to 12s.) for

the quarter of rye, peafe and beans, barley, malt, and buck
:

wheat: and 6s. 8d. (equal to 8s.) for the quarter of oats :

which behoved to operate equally to a prohibition.

By the rates inward, adjoined to the fame law, the importa-
tion duties were fixed as follows -

For the quarter of wheat, when the price, at the place of
importation, did not exceed 4s. (equalto L.2 : 13 10}, the
fum of L.2 (equal to L. 2 : 8s.); and when it exceeded that
price, Gs. 8d. (equal to 8s.)

For the quarter of rye, when the price, at the place of im-
portation, did not exceed 36s. (equal to L. 2 ; 3 : 2), the fum
of L.1:6: 8, (equal to L. 1 : 125.) ; and when it exceeded
that price, gs. (equal to 0s.)

For the quarter of beans, barley, and malt, when the price,
at the place of importation, did not exceed L. 1: 6: 8, (equal
to L. 1 : 128.), the fum of L. 1: 6 : 8, (equalto L. 1 : 128.) ;
and when it exceeded that price, ss. (equal to 0s.) of prefent
money.

So that until the price of wheat was above I, 2:12: 10, of
prefent money, per quarter, and of other grain in proportion,
the importation high duties were, in like manner, equal to a

e DL FNL - S ax . 3 i Bl
prohubition ; and the ¢xportation being, in fact, prohibited, the
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prices would foon rife, and prepare the country for importa-

tion, at the low duties.

And this accordingly happened ; for, in 1660, the quarter
of wheat fold at L. 2 : 16 : 6, equal to L. 5: 7: 9, of prefent
money ; in 1661 it rofe to L. 3 : 10s. equal to L. 4 : 4s.; and,
in 1662, to L. 3: 14s. equal to L. 4 : 8 : 10, of prefent

money ¥,

Thefe laws, befides raifing grain to an extravagant height,
had ruined. many of the farmers; agriculture declined ; and
a great part of the lands lay without tillage.

Thefe circumftances induced the parliament again to takas

the corn laws under their confideration; and, from the pre-

amble to a law of this year, made for the encouragement of

trade, the ruinous fituation of hufbandry is clearly pointed
out. It mentions, ¢ Forafmuch as the encouraging of tillage
¢ pught to be, in an efpecial manner, regarded and endeavour-
¢ ed; and the fureft and eflectualeft means of promoting and
¢ advancing any trade, occupation, or myftery, being by ren-

dering it profitable to the ufers thereof ; and great quantities

"~

of land, within this kingdom, for the prefent, lying in a

manner wafte, and yielding little, which might thereby be

improved to confiderable profit and advantage (if fuflicient

encouragement were given for the laying out of coft and

-~

labour on the fame), and thereby much more corn pro-

* Vide Appendix, No. 1.
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was therefore enacted as

-~ 1 r
; of 1!-,_(-;;:", cattle, and horfes em
1s rendered alfo more valuable #. 1t

follows :
¢ Be it ena@ed by the King’s moft excellent majeity, with

4l 1

the advice and confent of the Lords {piritual and temporal,

and the Commons in this prefent parliament afl

embled ; and
by the authority thercof, be it enacted, That from and after
the firlt day of September 1663, and from thence-forward,
when the prices of corn and grain, Winchefter meafure, do
not exceed the rates hereafter following, at the havens and
places where the fame fhall be {hipped and laden, viz. T
quarter of wheat, 48s. (equal to L. 2:17:7 of prefent
money) ; the quarter of buck wheat, barley, or malt, 28s.
{equal to L. 1 : 13 : 7); the quarter of oats, 13s. 4d. (equal
to 16s.); the quarter of rye, peafe and beans, 32s. (equal to
L. 1 : 18 : 5) current Englith money ; that then it {hall be
lawful for all and every perfon and perfons, to fhip, load,
carry, and tran{port, any of the faid corns or grains, from
the havens and places where they fhall be of fuch prices,
unto any parts beyond the feas, as merchandife, any law,
ftatute, or ufage, to the contrary notwithftanding; paying
fuch rates for the fame, and none other, as are to be paid
when the fame might have been tranfported by one act pafled

this prefent parliament, entitled, ¢ A fubfidy granted to the

« King of tonnage and poundage.”

¢ And it is hereby further enacted, by the authority afore-

15 Cha, IL c. 7. § 1. 2, 3. 4,

[l |
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{aid, that when the prices of the aforefaid corns an

do not exceed the rates above-mentioned, refpectively

chefter meafure, at the havens and places, into which any of

them fhall be imported, from any paris beyond the feas
i 3 d 4

there thall be paid for the cultom and poundag

quarter of wheat, 5s.4d. (equal to Gs. 5d. of prefent money);

and

and for every quarter of rye, 4s. (equal to 4s.
or every quarter of barley or male, 2s. 8d. (equal to 3s. 2d.);
for every quarter of buck wheat, 2s. (equal to 25 5d.); for
every quarter of oats, 1s 4d. (equal to 1s. 6d.); and £
every quarter of peafe and beans, 4s. (equal to 4s. 1od.) of
prefent money.

¢ And it is hereby further enacted, by the authority forefnid,
that when the prices of corn or grain, Winchelier meafure,
do not exceed the rates following, at the markets, havens,
or places where the fame fhall be bought, viz. The quarter of
wheat, 48s. ; the quarter of rye, 32s.; the quarter of barley
and malt, 28s. ; the quarter of buck wheat, 285, ; the quar-
ter of oats, 135 4d.; the quarter of peafe or beans, 32s.;
that then it fhalt be lawful for all and every perfon and per-
fons (not foreftalling and felling the fame in the fame mar-
ket, within three months after buying thereof) to buy in
open market, to lay up and keep in his or their granaries or
houfes, and to fell again, fuch corn or grain, of the kinds
Forefaid, as without {raud or covin fhall have been bought
at or under the prices before exprefled, without incurring

any penalty ; any law, flatute, or ufage to the contrary not-

4 - =]
hitanding.
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We have every reafon to think, from the preamble to this

> encouragement of trade in general, and agricul-
ture in particular, was its chief object; and there can be no
doubt but thefe were the intentions of the legiflature ; and
yet, by the infertion of a ﬁng]c I]n)l‘l:lﬁ-'l’.;ll}lr:, probably done
infidiouily in the ingrofling, and afterwards pafling unob-
ferved, the whole law was reduced to a mere folecifin in

CITILS,

By this law the exportation prices were extended beyond
the former bounds ; but the exported grain was ftill loaded
with near 50 per cent. of duties, which was equal to a pro-
hibition.

Upon the other hand, the high importation duties were
taken off; and when the prices of grain did »or exceed the
fame rates limited for exportation (or, in other words, when
grain was at the loweft price), importation was allowed, upon
payment of about g per cent. of duties ad valorem; being much
lower than the low duties fixed by the a@ of tonnage and

poundage.

The word not, in the importation claufe of the law, per-
verts the meaning of the whole. It never could have been the
intention of the legiflature to permit importation at low du-
ties, until grain had rifen above the exportation prices ; for
until that rife, the prohibition to ingrofs was taken off, and
the fame reafons operated in both cafes,
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We can hardly place this to inattention; and we are tix
more inclined to this opinion, that by a law of the fame year
pafled in Scotland, where the policy of England was very
much attended to, and often followed, although importation
of grain had been, by the laws of that kingdom, before this
period, permitted without limitation or dutics, they now per-
mitted the exportation of grain, when it did not exceed certain
prices ; but they laid a duty of about go per cent. ad valsrem,
upon all grain to be imported, when the prices were under

thofe ftipulated by the act #.

An abftract of this Scots law may be ufeful and entertain-
ing. It proceeds thus: ¢ Our Sovereign Lord, confidering how
¢ neceflary it is for the encouragement of the tillage of this
¢ country, which is fubje@ to fo much toil and expence,
¢ though the improvement thercof be moft advantageous to
¢ the whole kingdom, that liberty be granted for the exporta-
¢ tion of corns, after the natives are fufficiently provided for;
¢ Thercfore the King’s majefty, with the advice and confent
¢ of his eftates in parliament, ftatutes and declares, That it
¢ {hall be lawful to export corns, of all forts, when they are
¢ under the prices following, at the ports or refpective places
¢ of exportation, viz. Ik boll of wheat, under L. 12 (equal to
¢« L. 1 : 45 of prefent money); bear and barley, under L. 8

(equal to 16s.) the boll; oats and peafe, under 8 merks,

-

(equal to 10s. 8d.) the boll ; notwithftanding of any former

adts, laws, or practife to the contrary, they paying the ufual

¢ Cha. IT, par. 1. fell. 3. c 12 14
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cuftom and bullion as formerly (6d. of prefent money pet

ol e 1 - £ 1a Nla
; provilion, when the Lords of his Ma-

= ' iy FACER T DR, I
L necciary, 10r tie good ol

g of dearth, they may difcharge

the exportation of vitual, of all forts, for {o long a time as

they fhall think fic. As alfo for the improvement of the
e - e

alturage of this kingdom, and for encouragement of the

oreeders of the beftial thereof, It is ftatute and ordained,

confent forefaid, that the exportation, by
all forts of beilial, either nolr, theep, or {fwine, and

elled flefhes, of all fore, fhall be free of cuftom, bullion,

all other impofitions, for the fpace of nineteen years

next, atter the date hereof.

The eftates of parliament, confidering what grear fums

=1
of money are carried out of the kingdom, by perfons im-

porters of corn hither from Ireland ; who, having fold their
corns, export the money, without bartering any of the com-
modities of this kingdom, vhereby the whole nation, thofe
near adjacent parts of the kingdom, are much impoverifthed
of money ; and that it is juit and reafonable that the faid
corns fhould bear cuftom, toward the increafe of his Majefty’s
revenue, proportionally with other imported commodities ;
efpecially when the corns of this kingdom are fold at ealy
rates : Therefore the King's majelty, with advice and con-
fent of his eftates of parliament, doth hereby impofe L. 3
o

(o T

ots (equal to 6s. of the prefent money) of cuftom, upon ilk
boll, Linlithgow meafure, of corn imported into this king-
]

dom, from Ircland, after the firft day of September next :
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“And appoints 308. Scots 1;'“1!:‘.1 0 35 Srerling) to be railed
ST 1 1 £
¢ upon ilk boll already imported, and not yet ret iled, co:

form to an act of the committee of eftates there anent
¢ anno 1600, But lefl the more indi people might
¢ he 1"1"-'_-5'\!'1-5'5'-"‘}\ E‘r'r,r heightening the prices « f faid corns in the

¢ time of dearth, under pretence of the faid cuftom : Therefor

Ercrore

¢ the King's majefty, with advice and confent forefaid, doth
hereby give power to the Le

3

ds of his privy council, to re-

¢ mit and difcharge the exa@ing of the faid cultom, when

they fhall find the prices of the victual of this kingdom,

¢ meal and barley refpe@ive, to exceed L. 8 the boll ; and ap-

points the Lords of his exchequer to caufe put this act to full
: .

execution, and caufe the forefaid cuftom be exaétly levied ;

1 ~

¢ with power to them to allow fuch fees to the collectors

¢ thercof as they fhall think fit.

Here the Scotch parliament clearly took the lead in the libe-
ral and wife exercife of their powers, for the encouraging of

agriculture, and thereby procuring plenty and cheapnefs of

provifions of all kinds.

They permitted the exportation of all forts of grain, when
the prices at home were moderate, upon payment of a finall
duty; and, as long as the prices remained in that fituation,
the duties payable upon importation were equal to a prohibi-
tion : and they gave unlimited powers to export cattle, and
barrelled flefhes of all kinds, without the payment of any
duty: While, in England, importation was permitted, when the

orice of corn at home was at the cheapeft rate, upon payment
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of a low duty ; and the duties upon exportation, when the
price of corn was in the fame fituation, amounted to a pro-

hibition.

And the parliament of Scotland, upon re-confidering the
fubjedt, and finding the exportation of corn had been ob-
ftructed, by the duty payable upon the fame, they now re-
moved all duties, except a merk the chalder (equal to 1s. 4d.
prefent money), payable upon corn exported, when the prices
at home did not exceed thofe f{tated in the above law, anno
1663 % And for preventing any debates that might arife
anent the refpeive prices of victual, when the {fame were un-
der or above the rates expreffed in the faid aé&, they recom-
mended to, and authorifed the Lords of the privy council to
determine the fame ; and declared, that it fhould be lawful ta
his Majefty’s fubjes to export corns of all forts, unlefs by a
proclamation or public intimation from the faid Lords of coun-
cil they be prohibited and difcharged to do the {fame.

The conftant drain upon England, for payment of the price
of the great quantities of grain imported, brought on a revi-
fion of the corn laws ; and by a law now pafled, entitled, An
adl for improvement of tillage and the breed of cattle, for
the common good and welfare of the kingdom, it was enadt-
ed, That it fhould be lawful for every perfon, native and
foreigner, at any time, to tranfport, as merchandife, all forts

T = v - - - =
of corn, although the prices exceeded the rates in the adt of

* Cha. 11 par. 2. fefl. 1. ¢ 14
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the r5th of the prefent reign ; paying for the the rates
contained in the a&t of tonnage and poundage. And when
the prices of corn, at the }\]:U:cs: where the fame fhould be im-
ported, fhould not exceed the rates following, there thould be
paid for cuftom thefe rates, viz. For every quarter of wheat,
when the fame fhould nor exceed 53s. 4d. (equal to L. 3 : 45
of prefent money), the fum of 106s. [uc[u'.-.]. to 19s. 2d.) ; when
the fame fhould exceed 535 4d. and not exceed L. 4 (equal to
L. 4 : 16s.), there fhould be paid 8s. (equal to gs. 7d.); for
every quarter of rye, when the fame did not exceed 4os.

(equal to L.z : 8s.), the fum of 16s ( for every

quarter of barley, malt, or buck wheat, {fame did
not exceed 32s. (equal to L. 1 : 18 : 5), the fum of 106s. (19s.
2d.) ; for every quarter of oats, when the fame did not ex-
ceed 16s. (19s. 2d.), the fum of ss. 4d. (equal to 6s. 5d.);
and for every quarter of peafe and beans, when the fame did
not exceed gos. (L. 2 : 8s.), the fum of 16s. (rgs. 2d.): And
when the prices of corn fhould exceed the rates forefaid, there
fhould be paid the former cuftom and poundage. Suppofcd
to have been intended by the act 1663 to be gs. 4d. (equal
to Gs. §d.) for wheat; 4s. (equal to 4s. 1od.) for rye, peafe
and beans; 2s. 8d. (equal to 3s. 2d.) for barley and male; and

15, 4d. (equalto 1s. 6d.) for oats #.
This law was certainly intended to encourage the exporta-
tion of Englifh corn; and to check, if not to prohibit, the

importation of foreign grain.

B 22 Cha. 1L ¢ 13. § 1.

(5]
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But exportation was effeGually prevented by the high dutics

continued upon it; and, fimilar to the operation of the word

¢ in the former law, the check intended for importation was

carrlarer
ICnaercd

ry, by having no rule laid down for afcer-

taining the price of grain, at the time or place of importa-

tion; {o that this trade continued to be carried on upon
payment of the low duties, agriculture languifhed, the mer-
chants found their account in feeding the people with foreign
grain, and the prices continued high; the average price of
the quarter of wheat, for the ten years preceding this date,
having been L. 2: 8 : 10, equal to L.2:18:8 of prefent mo-

ney.

A farmer knows little about laws ; he feldom hears of them ;
if he did, he probably would not underftand them, or if he
did underftand them, his cry is at too great a diflance to be
heard ; but he feels his fituation, when he finds himfelf un-

able to maintain his family, and pay his landlord, by the

raifing of corn. DBy thefe laws, the poorer farmers came to
be ruined, the richer were weakened, and obliged to turn
their attention from corn to cattle, fheep, or any other ob-
ject by which they could fupport their familics ; the price of
corn rofc upon the manufacurers and labourers, and an im-

I_-II 1

the ruins of the landholders, the farmers, and the manufactu-

of foreign grain came be a great man, raifed upon

I'cl's.

7, be held up teo
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The landholder, however, comes to feel in his turn; his

y calls forth

tenants fail, and his rents are not paid. Nece
exertion, he difcovers the caufe of the evil, and his fituation

enables him to apply for redrefs.

Thefe operations, however, are generally very flow. We have
feen a fingle monofyllable pervert the meaning and beneficial
intentions of a very material law, and remain for {even years
without alteration ; and, in the prefent cafe, things remain-
ed as they were now placed, during the remainder of
this thoughtlefs reign, which continued for 15 years af-
ter the prefent period. The price of grain of courfe conti-
nued high; the average price of a quarter of wheat, for the
20 years, from 1660 to 1680, having been L.2:9:9, equal

to L. 2: 19: g, of prefent money.

Upon the acceflion of James IL the evafion of the dutics
payable upon grain imported, and the diftrefs brought upon
England by the immenfe importation of foreign grain, were
brought before the parliament of that kingdom, and the
following law was made, entitled, ¢ An additional act for the

¢ improvement of tillage .}

¢ Forafmuchas (by an a¢t made in the 22d year of the reign

¢ his late Majefly, of ever blefled memory, entitled, ‘An act for
¢ the improvement of tillage, and the breed of cattle, it 1s,
€

amone(t other things provided and ena&ed, that from and
o = ]

Iz

I
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after the 29th day of June 1670, and from thence fors rard,
certain rates thould be paid for the cuftom and poundage of
foreign corn and grain, imported into this kingdom, accord-
ing to the prices of Englith corn, at the towns, havens, and
places, when and where the fame fhould be imported, as

by the faid at particularly appeareth :

¢ And mnafmuch as no provifion was made by the faid a&,
for afcertaining and determining the faid prices, by reafon
whereof feveral great quantities of foreign corn and grain
have been imported, without paying the refpe@ive duties by
the faid act appointed, contrary to the true intent and mean-

ing of the faid act:

¢ Now for fupplying the faid defe@) be it enadted, by the
King’s moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and
confent of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and the Com-
mons in this prefent parliament aflembled, and by authority
of the fame, That from and after the feaft of St Michael the
archangel, next, and from thence forward, it fhall and may
be lawtul to, and for all and every the juftices of the peace
for the feveral and refpeclive counties, within his Majelty’s
kingdom of England, dominion of Wales, and town of
Berwick upon Tweed, wherein foreign corn or grain fhall or
may be hereafter imported ; and they and ecvery of them
are hereby enjoined and required, at their next refpedlive
quarter-feflions, after Michaclmas and Eafter-day yearly, by
the oaths of two or more honeft and fubftantial perions of
a4 1

tive counties, being neither merchants nor facors

A A y
the refpe g
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Y
for the importing of corn, nor anyways concerned nor in-
terefted in the corn fo imported; and cach of them having
a frechold eftate of L. 20 per anaum, or a leafehold eftate of
L. 50 per annum, above all charges and reprizes, and being
{killed in the prices of corn, (which oath all and every the
faid juftices are hercby empowered to adminifter) and by
fuch other ways and means as to them fhall {cem fit, to ex-
amine and determine the common market prices of middling
Faglith corn and grain, of the refpective forts in the faid act
mentioned, as the fame thall be commonly bought and fold,
in the faid refpe@ive countics into which any foreign corn
or {hall be imported, and to certify the fame, with two fuch

oaths made as aforefaid, in writing annexed, unto his Ma-

jefty's chief officer and colle®or of the cuftoms for the time

being, refiding in the faid refpective ports or havens, where
the faid corn and grain fhall be imported, to be hung up in
fome public place in the cuftom-houfe, to which all perfons
may refort, for their information,

¢ And it is hereby farther enated, by the authority afore-

faid, that from and after the fealt of St Michael

angel, next, the cuftom and duty of foreign co

imported into any of his Majefty’s faid domi

land, Wales, and town of Berwick upon Tweed,

by the faid at to be paid, fhall be colleéted and paid accord-

ing to the prices contained in fuch refpe@ive certi

aforefaid, and not otherwife ; any thing in tl

i

any other law or ftatute, contained to the contrary notwith-

{tanding.
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urther enacted by the autho-

hat by virtue of this a& is to be

-

done by the jultices of the peace, at their qu?.?t’_‘*.'—,"L'P.-;m::,

¢ in their feveral counties, fhall be done and performed in like

w i

manner in the city of London, in the months of Ocober
¢ and April yearly, by the mayor, aldermen, and juftices of

1

peace there ; and that the perfons making fuch oath fhall be

¢ no corn-chandler, mealman, factor, merchant, or other per-
¢ fon interefted in fuch corn fo to be im ported ; but fhall be
i

fome fubftantial i.'!_:lllfl_'-:\.'.'i__!-.‘._'l'h. [’:\':;13‘; in "\ILL!L!]LIU.‘-; or Sur-

] apinf; refaid.!
L a5 dlOI'C1edld.

rey, gua

In Scotland, the importation of viflual from Ireland had

been prohibited under fevere penalties ; but referving power to
P g

thi
LilC

Lords of the privy council to admit of “it, for fuch times as

they thould think fit, when the price within the kingdom was
at or above L. 8 Scots, {equal to 16s. of prefent money) for
beer and meal; and L. 10 (equal to 20s.) for wheat, per bell*,
And now a total prohibition to import vi®ual from Ireland
was enalted, and all vi@ual that fhould be imported from

thence was ordered co be funk and L].;_llm}:d e

The average price of a quarter of wheat in England, for the

ten years from 1650 to 1660, was L. :9:06,equaltoL.2:1¢: : 5
of prefent money ; from 1660 to 16‘,07|t was .L. 2:8:10, cq_'.t 1
* Cha. 2. par. 2. fofl, 3. ¢ s
P Ja. 7. par. 1. fef] 3+ €0 I
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to L.2:1%8:8: from 1670 to 1680, it was L.2:10:8, cqual
to L.3:0: 10 of prefent money; and the average price o
the quarter of wheat, from 1681 to 1685, inclufive, was L. 2

45, 3d. equal to L. 2: 13: 1 of prefent money.

The reader will be farther enabled to judge of the unfa

vourable fyftem of the corn laws, which we have reviewed in
this chapter, by the fcale we fhall annex of the prices fixed
by thofe laws, for the exportation and importation of wheat,
from the year 1360 to 1688 *,

It is very fingular, that the benefit which muft arifc to e-
very nation, from raifing as much corn as poflible, and ex-
porting fuch parts of it as the home confumption does not re-
quire, thould have been fo long mifapprehended in Great Bri-
tain. The example of their neighbours, who wilely exchang
ed their excrefcent {tock of corn, for the raw materials and
money of England and Scotland, fhould have pointed out the
benefit of that trade ; for had it not been profitable they would

not have continued it for fo many centuries.

This importation trade cut many waysagain{t the moft ma-

terial interefts of Great Britain. Our agriculture decayed,

a great part of the lands lay without rillage, population

confequently decrealed, the public revenue fuffered a propor-

tional diminution, and cur remaining manufacturers came
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i
be fed at a very high price, with the productions of the lands
of other nations, often our enemies, who drew immenfe pre-

fits therefrom, and drained our country of its wealth.
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Of the cawes and effeéls of the feveral Corn Laws of Great Britain,
Jﬁfﬁjﬁgwnr to the Revolution in the year 1688.

{_} AVING traced the corn laws of Great Britain, for near five

hundred years prior to the Revolution ; and having, to the
beft of our ability, recognifed the wifdom, and pointed out
the errors or defects of thofe laws, it is with pleafure we now
approach to that period, when the fame daring and enlightened
{pirit, that could dart through and reform the errors of govern-
ment, appears to have cut afunder thofe chains, in which the
agriculture of thefe kingdoms had been fettered for {o many
ages.

This happy change was not effected by amending or reform-
ing the old laws, or fimply, by leflening the duties upon grain
exported ; but boldly, by relinquifhing every idea of revenue

from corn raifed at home, and eftablifhing a new f{yftem,

which would both invigorate agriculture, and give a new
{pring to trade and navigation.
K
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In a numerous, anc iency of

points out, to tl

3 1 1 1
ature, the itudy, the care, and

le arFey

attention, with which they ought to be conftruted.

heir operations are immediate, the confequences are foon

1 the effecs of thofe laws, which we are now about to

inveftigate, will, it is hoped, afford inftru@ion to future

- 1 = - 1 I- .
Wietl as to the preient

accellion of Willi

] e |
made, l.ffl.l.'l.l.lf'.i,

.1 the n and

ing law was An aét for encou

‘tation of corn.

L3

Foralmuch as it hath been found by expe

1ence, that the

" expor

lon of corn and grain into foreign parts, when the

¢ price thereof is at a low rate in this kingdom, hath been a

 great advantage, not only to the owners of 1
¢ trade of this kingdom in general :
¢ Be it therefore enadled, by the King's and Quee
¢ excellent ftiecs, by and with the advice
of the Lords {piritual and temporal, and of the Commons
‘

now allembled in parliament, and by the authority of the
fame, That when malt or barley, Winchefter meafure, is and

1 1 1 , - = " X ' % .
(hall be at 24s. per quarter (equal to 28s. rod. of prefent

v v} P 11mcl oy - . ~ ¢ -0
money), or under; at 325. (equal ro 38s. sd.) per quar-
¢ ter, or under ; and at, at 48s. (equal to L. 2: 17 : 7). @
< "5 11 any port or ports of this kinedom. or
o i [} »

EVErVY INCr
d
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fhall put on fhip board, in Englifh fhipj ; Th
two thirds of his mariners, at leaft, being their n Lies
{ubjects, any forts of the corn afc I, from any fuch

1
i

ports, where the rates fhall not then be higher than as afore-

{aid, with intent to export the faid corn to parts beyond the

feas, every fuch merchant, or other perfon, thall bring a certi-

ficate, in writing, under his or their hands, containing the
u]',]:li]iit}' ar 4;1;,115_._}' m'c;;;'n, llu '.]1i[‘]JL‘.]_, Lo ‘LE‘,_‘ J-.l'.",‘f.._“(_-‘._ CO
miflioners, collectors, or other perfons appointed, or to be

appointed, for the time being, to collect the duties and

2y
arifing by cuftoms within any fuch port; and,
made of any fuch certificate, by one or more credil .
or perfons, upon their oaths, which oaths the faid nif-
fioners, or other perfons, are hereby authorifed and required
to adminifter ; and upon bond given, by every mer-

" v §=
ciant, or othcr perid

every 1co tons of corn 1o ilupped, and fo proportion .‘.'-_\,
aid corn r of the leas 1y {h e ex-
1 Ty Ry e ey | PR Y i 1
parts beyond the ieas, and not | M- Janded
m of England, dominion of Wales, the iflands
Or tOWIl Ol I WICK 1
{fo fhipping ofl any of 1
{ bond : € | l
MIET S, CC 11k 5
a3 1 1
1 L TelpCitl 3 C g
T every guatrtel '
(equal to nt :
] f
every quarter of rye, rround or unground, (
:
) I eve quarter ¢ whe 3
K 2
" = s
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ground, sz (eq

il to 6s.); which {fum or fums, every fuch

commifhoner, farmer, or other perfons, are hereby autho-

rifed and required, upon demand by fuch exporter, to make
prefent payment of accordingly ; without taking or requi-
e e

any thing for cuftom; or any fee or reward for corn {o

r
3 y (=

ring
L

laden to be exported; or for fo much grain as fhall be ex-

ported in any fhip, wherein any other goods fhall be fhipped ;
any law, ftatute, or ufage, in any wife to the contrary not-
withftanding : And upon certificate returned, under the com-
mon feal of the chief magiftrate, in any place or places be-
yond the feas ; or under the hands and feals of two known
Englifh merchants upon the place, that fuch corn was there
landed ; or upon proof, by credible perfons, that fuch corn
was taken by enemies, or perifhed in the feas, the examina-
tion and proof thereof being left to the judgment of fuch
commiflioners, farmers, colle@ors, or other perfons ; which

proof being made,

or certificate delivered, to fuch perfon or
perfons, refpeltively, as took bond as aforefaid ; the faid
bond {Lall be delivered up to fuch exporter, or his order,
to be cancelled, without any fee for the fame: And the

monies, by any fuch commiffioners, farmers, collectors, or

¢ other perfon, {o paid, in obedience to this act, thall be ac-
¢ cepted of in his or their accounts, as {o much paid to their
¢ Majefties ; and he and they is, and fhall be, difcharged
¢ therefore accordingly ®’  And when grain was ar or under
the above prices, the above bounty was extended to corn {hip-
ped at Berwick 1.

* @ Will. & Mary, c. 2.

+ Lbid. ¢ 24, § 18,
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This policy was foon after followed in Scotland, by a law

entitled, An ad for encouraging the exportation of victual, in

thefe words : ¢ His Majelty, and eftates of parliament, confi-

13

dering that the grains of all forts, are the greateft

product

and commaodity of this nation; and confidering how necel-

fary it is for the promoting of tillage, and improvement of

o Rt |
trade, to the beflt advantage of the kingdom, that an effec-
tual encouragement be granted for exportation of corns and
victual forth thereof : Therefore his Majefty, out of his royal
bounty, with confent of the eftates of parliament, {ltatutes
and ordains, That all forts of grain, exported out of the
kingdom, after Martinmas 1696, fhall be free of any dues
formerly payable upon exportation : And that for encoura-
ging export, after the faid term, there fhall be given out of
the cuftoms, to the exporter, upon his cath of verity of the
numbers of the bolls exported, fubferibed with his hand,
and attefted by the colle@or of the next adjacent cuftom-
houfe, eight merks for ilk chalder of grain that {hall be ex-

ported, by fea or land, when they fhall not exceed the prices

following, viz. W

o, ien wheat 1s at or under twelve pound the
boll, (equal to L. 1 : 4s. of prefent money); bear, barley,
and malt, at or under eight pound, (equal to 16s.) per boll ;
peafe, oats, and meal, at or under fix pound, (equal to 12s.)
per boll ; all the faid grains being of Linlithgow meafure :
With this lhl‘l)‘-"li‘i:"}il always, that the faid exportation fhall be
by Scotfmen, or in Scots fhips, and that the mafter and
three-fourth parts of the feamen of the faid fhips fhall be
Scotfmen : As alfo with this provifion, that when the grains

exceed the forefaid rates, the Lords of his majefty's fecre

CHAP. 11T

L e |
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council may di
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i

charge the exportation of victual of all

ay and till the g

'

. e : . -
ins fall to the prices fo

But the fubfidies and duties,

payable upon corn exported

from England, not having been given up by the former aQ,
thefe were now finally removed by the following law : ¢ And,

¢ for the greater encouragement of tilla be it further en-

thority aforefaid, That from and after the

¢ 3oth day of March 1700, the fubfidy, and all other duties
¢ whatfoever, payable for, or upon the exportation of wheat,
. i

rye, barley, malt, beans, peafe, and other forts of corn and

& ever, ground and unground ; I for, and upon
¢ the exportation of bread, bifcuit, and meal, or any of them,
¢ out of, or from the im of England, dominicn of
¢ Wales, or town of Berwick upon Tweed, as to {fo much of
£ B

hem, as fhall be fo exported
1l

11 “ r .
1hall ceale, deter

the faid commodities, or any of t

a it Laxr
3 i da

'3

T
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corn laws were 1 ke manner united by the following fection
of the 6 ot the adt of Union : ¢ That all the parts of
1 1 i i | 1 11
f the 1gdom ever, from and after 1l
1 I ! ']- Ce 20
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lage ; therefore, that the prohibition, now in force, by the

law of Scotland, againft importation of vitual from Ire-

land, or any other

lace beyond the fea, into Scotland, do,
after the Union, remain in the fame force as now it is, until
more proper and effectual ways be provided by the parlia-

nent of Great Britain, for difcouraging the importation of

the faid victual from beyond the fea *.’

And, by another law of the fame year, it was enacted as

follows: ¢ And whereas, by the forefaid articles of Union, it is

provided, that from and after the Union there thall be certain
allowances for all oatmeal, and grain called beer, exported
from Scotland : Be it enacted, by the authority aforefaid,
that for all oatmeal, and grain called beer, alias bigg, which,
from and after the faid firft day of May 1707, fhall be ex-
ported from any portof this kingdom of England, dominion
of Wales, and town of Berwick upon Tweed, to parts be-
youd the feas, by any merchant, or other perfon or perfons
whatfoever, there {thall be the like premium given upon the
exportation thereof, as is to be given upon exportation of
catmeal and beer from Scotland ; fuch merchant, or other
perfon,” firlt bringing a certificate, in writing, under his or

their hands, containing the quantity of fuch oatmeal, or

beer, alias bigg, fo fhipped, to the colle@or or other perfons

appomnted, or to be .'ip'pl::]l'.‘f.?, for the time be ir‘:p:, to colleé
v} w1 ~ aree mie i [ 1 3 3

the duties or rates arifing by cuftoms within any fuch port ;
ariel

il

muakis o proof of fuch certificate, ix_-\- ONE¢ or more cre-
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dible perfon or perfons, upon their oaths, (which oat]
the faid colle@or or other perfon

i : A A
required to admunifter), and giving

i N &
at leaft, for every ton of oatm

20 hundred weight; and for every

alias bigg, 1o fhipped ; and fo proportionally for a

lefler quantity ; that the {fame fhall be fo expor
beyond the feas, and not to be relanded : which premium,
every merchant or other perfon, {o fhipping off any fuch
oatmeal, or beer, afiar bigg, and giving certificate and bond
as aforefaid, thall have and receive, from the colleGor or
other perfon, as aforefaid, in any port refpedtively,
the fame fhall be fo fhipped, out of her Majefty’s revenue
of the cuftoms; and upon certificate returned, under the
common f{eal of the chief magiftrate, in any place or places
beyond the {eas ; or under the hands and feals of two known
Englifh merchants upon the place, that fuch oatmeal, or beer,
alias bigg, was there landed; or upon proof, by credible
perfons, that fuch oatmeal, or beer, alias bigg, was taken by
enemies, or perifhed by the feas: which proof being made,
or certificate delivered, to the collector or other perfons, who
took bond as aforefaid, the faid bond {hall be delivered up
to fuch merchant or other perfon, or his order, to be can-

celled, without any fee for the {fame.

¢ And whereas, by an a& of parliament, made in the firft
year of the reign of the late King William and Queen Mary,

of bleffed memory, entitled, ¢ An act for the encouraging

the exportation of corn, it was, among other this

I_n'

rs, therey

i P :,'
Ry,
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enacted, that every fuch merchant, by the faid aét defcribed,

¢ {hipping any malt or barley, rye or wheat, and giving cer=

tificate and bond, as the faid aé direé@s, thall have and re-
ceive from the farmers, commiflioners, collectors, or other
perfons appointed, or to be appointed, for the time being, to
colle@ the duties and rates, arifing by cuftoms, within any
fuch port where the faid corn fhall be fhipped off, for every
quarter of barley or malt, ground or unground, 2s. Gd.;
for every quarter of rye, ground or unground, 3s. 6d.; for
every quarter of wheat, ground or unground, 3s.: And
whereas, fince the making of the faid a@&, there have been
divers quantities of malt made of wheat, fome part whereof

hath been exported ; and fome doubts having arifen touch-

¢ ing the bounty money to be paid upon the exportation there-

¢ of, to the difcouragement of the exportation of corn; and

¢ for clearing thereof, and for preventing future difputes

-~

touching the fame, be it enafted, by the authority aforefaid,

¢ That every merchant, or other perfon, exporting malt made

of wheat, from and after the faid firft day of May 1707,
{hall have and receive of the faid farmers, commiflioners, or

perfons aforefaid, ss. for every quarter of malt made of

¢ wheat, or wheat malt, ground or unground, to be paid by

¢ the refpedive perfons, in the faid recited act mentioned *.’

In Scotland, fome time before the Union, (anno 1703) an.
act of parliament was pafled, confirming the former laws of

1572 and 1686 againft the importation of victual and cattle

® o Anne, ©o29. §.10, 15
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arid buyers thereof, or any part thereof, wittingly
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1672, but likewife all under the degree of heritors, thall be

livered to any Scots officer, ferving her Majefty’s allies

abroad, and to be tranfported by them for recruits, when

once diftovered and convicted, &ze.  And, by the {fame law,

all imnportation of victual, by {ea or land, from any country
] o 3 g 4

i : o : :
whatfoever, into Scotland ; and all buying and {elling, re-

]

fetting and retailing, wittingly, of victual imported, is ex-

i1¢, and béans, 1or

]?‘r'c'..«h' 1'.'.':m1L:m'-.1, except that wheat, pea

{eed, might be imjmn-_-d into England, upen payment of
;

40s. (equal to 4s. of prefent money) more than the ordinary

cuftom, per boll; if fairly imported and entered, &c.: Pro-
vided always, that when, by reafon of dearth, the prices of
victual exceeds the rates aftermentioned, viz. wheat, twelve
pound (equal to L. 1 : 4s. of prefent money) the boll ; bear,

barley, malt, and meal, eight pound (equal to 16s.) per boll;

and oats and peafe, fix pound (equal to 12s.) per be

Lords of her Majefty’s privy council fhall have power, after
due trial by them taken, to fufpend and difcharge the

execution of the faid l-.rl_rhih]tclr)' acts, for {uch {pace and

time as the exigence of the faid dearth fhall require, and no

longer *.’

* Anne, par. 1. c. 9.

4
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Thefe were the laws which received the fanétion of the 6th

article of the Union, above ingrofled.

In all countries, laws, particularly thofe of bounty or re-
venue, receive an uncertain execution, where there 1s any ma-
terial word either wanting or fupernumerary, or any claufe
which can receive an equivocal explanation by perfons in-
terelted.

The prices and duties of corn, imported, were fixed by the
at 1670 ; but, as has been already obferved, the duties were
evaded, by the act having laid down no rule for afcertaining

the prices, at the times and places of importation.

This defe@ was fupplied by the ac 1685, by which the juf-
tices of peace of the feveral counties were enjoined and re-
quired, at their refpe@tive quarter feflions, to inquire intc
and determine the prices of grain, at fixed periods ; and to
{end certificates thereof to the feveral cuftom-houfes, within
their jurifdictions, to be hung up there, in a public place,
for the direction and rule of all parties concerned.

But as, by this law, neither the trouble of the execution of
it was to be compenfated, nor the negleét of it to be punithed,
it was, in many places, not attended to ; and, as no method or
rule had been fubftituted, in the event of this defe®, im-

porters availed themfelves of the opening ; and, in the years

1728 and 1729, they introduced a great deal of foreign corn

et |

mto Great .U-l‘lt;kin, without payment of the duties.
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Some difficulties had alfo arifen, from the methods which

had been praciifed, in afcertaining the prices and quantities of

corn exported.

A law was therefore now made, which, after narrating, in
the preamble, the two laws above noticed, proceeds thus :

¢ And whereas the juftices of the peace, in {ome of the

counties of this kingdom, have, notwithftandiug the laft

¢ mentioned aft, omitted or neglected to {fettle the pri

: @ o : : ’
¢ corn, at their quarter feflions, after Michaelmas laft,

¢ return certificates thereof to the chief officer and collector of

i

e . s :
¢ the cuftoms, refiding in the refpective ports, where the

¢ faid corn has been, or may be imported ; by means whereof

¢ the faid officers were at a lofs how to charge the cultom and
¢ duty due for fuch corn, which bas been, and may be a great
¢ lofs to the revenue, and a detriment to the farmers and fair

traders.’

The juftices therefore, who had omitted their duty, were
enjoined and required, at their then next quarter feflions, or
any adjournment thereof, to inquire into and determine what
the common market prices of middling Britith corn, or grain,
were, at or about Michaelmas then laft, in their refpeétive
counties, by fuch ways as were dirdéted by the act 1670, and
to grant certificates thereof'; according to which the oflicers
of the cuftoms, and all other perfons concerned, were to go-

vern themielves.

And in all cafes, where any corn or grain had been import.

CHAP, 11;
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reafter omit or

And in cafe the juftices of peace fhould the

1‘..-‘;‘_.,11 [0 exanine ;',m] ('.n_'i-g]'n'l.'ilh' Lll-..' l‘-l'}: es of corn and gratil,

v the fame to the oflicers of the cuftoms; then
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and in fuch cafe; the colle@or of the cuitoms, at the refpective
ports of importation, was impowered to receive the feveral du-
ties, according to the lowell price of the feveral forts of corn

id grain, mentioned in the forefaid act 167o0.

And for the better afcertaining the quantity of corn or grain,
to be fhipped for exportation, which, by the act 1688, is no
otherwife afcertained than by the certificate to the exporter, at-
tefted upon oath, it was enacted, that the proper officers of

the cuftoms {hould be empowered to admeafure all corn and

grain, whereon there is an allowance, payable upon the ex-

portation thereof, by a tub, or meafure, containing four Win-

chefter bufhels; and if fuch corn or grain, intended to be ex-

ported, fhould be brought to be fhipped off, in facks, they

were empowered to make choice of any two of thefe facks,
.

cut of twenty, and from them to compute the quantity of corn

to be fhipped, according to which the bounty was to be paid.

And that the like powers, certificates, and regulations, fhould

be extended to the afcertaining the prices and quantity of beer,
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Still, however, the 1efs of the juftices, or fome other

7 - . . 2 e
debility of the laws, had left an open door, through which

confiderable quantities of foreign grain were introduced into

the kingdom, although the prices, at home, were exceed;

low : And, to prevent that abuf, another law was made, m

tioning that, ¢ Whereas by an a¢t made 1n the hrit year of

¢ reign of his late majefty King James II. entitled, 4n a

4 f RRPCrL nle i Y RS oy R L iy . 4
b Teomal e 7 Jar e RREOUene il '-,:'.l Ll y P OVIIION Was Imnac I.'..,
: o

¢ for examining and determining the common market price of
3 o L 4 . . 1 . -y 1 i "
¢ Englith middling corn and grain, which neverthelefs hath

been found ineffe@tual ©® Therefore, for the berter afeertain-

- r 2 e I 4 3 Y T H i .
ing the fame, and for preventing the frawdulent importal

I . . - v e . i1 1 1
d grain, it was enacted, That it {thould be

for all and every the juftices of peace, for the feveral and re-

Give counties within that part of Great Britain called Eng-

gland, Wales, and the town of Berwick upon Tweed, where-
in foreign corn or grain fhould or might be imported ; and
they were thereby enjoined and required, at every their quar-

ve in charge, in open court, to the ind

ter feflions, to gi

jury, to make inquiry and prefentment, upon their oaths, of

the common market prices of middling Englifh corn and grain,

ned in an aél

of the refpedtive forts and quantities menti
made in the 22d year of the reign of King Charles IL. entitled,

“ An a@ for the improvement of tillage, and breed of cattle, as
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the fame fhould be commonly bought and fold, in every fuch
county ; which inquiry and prefentment, the faid grand jury

were thereby imlmwc:'cd and required to make.

That fach prefentment fhould be made in open court, and

fhould be certified by the faid juftices, in writing, to his Ma-

jefty’s chief officer and collector of the cuftoms, for the time

being, refiding in every fuch port or haven, where fuch corn
and grain fhould be imported ; and fhould be hung up in
fome public place in the cuftom-houft, belonging to every
{uch port or haven, to be reforted to l]} all pL‘l‘lO]lh, for their

information,

That the cuftom and duty of foreign corn and grain, im-
ported into England, Wales, and Berwick, as aforefaid, ap-
pointed to be paid by the faid aét of the 22d Charles IL
fhould be colleted and paid according to the prices contain-
ed in fuch certificates as aforefaid, and not otherwife; any
thing in the faid aét of King James 1I. to the contrary not-

withitanding.

But nothing in this act to affe@ the authority given by the
faid a@t of James II. to the city of London. It was alfo
enacted :

That no warrant, fufferance, coaft-cocket, tranfire, or let-
pafs, whatfocver, fhould be granted or allowed for tranfport-
ing, conveying, or carrying forth, to the open fea, in any fthip
or vellel, from any port in England, Wales, or Berwick, to

any other port or haven of the fame, any foreign corn or grain,
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after the importation thereof ; and that no perfon, or perfons CHAP. 111
whatfoever fhould, directly or indirectly, tranfport, convey, e
or carry forth to the ppen fea ; or caufe or procure to be tran-

fported, conveyed, or carried forth to the open fea; or from

any port, haven, creek, or road, or member therecof, in Eng

land, Wales, or Berwick, in order to be landed or difcharged

in any other port or Tl']:‘.t‘t_' within the fame ; or lade, or cauic

or procure to be laden, in any fhip or vellel, in order to be

landed or difcharged in any other port, haven, or place within

the {fame, any foreign corn or grain, mixed with Englifh corn

and grain, after the importation thereof, under the fevere

penalties and forfeitures therein mentioned *.

Agriculture had now recovered its firength, and the exer- 1718

tions of our farmers had become vigorous and conftant

For f{everal years lwn,-:x:ding this period, the ]11'5_5\- t'r_i';;-l-;;-',u
n had

been carried on from Great Britain; and proper attention had

had been very reafonable ; a great export trade of co
o 2 [

been paid to the execution of thofe laws which guarded againft

fraudulent iuallurt‘uiun.

The average price of a quarter of wheat, for the 5 years from
1731 to 1735 inclufive, was only 34s.; the price of the quar-
ter of wheat in 1736 was 408.; in 1737 it was 38 ; and, in

the prefent year 1738, it was only 35s. 6d,
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Yet in the midft of this plenty, the common people had
Az i ¥ y 1 T ok o
been ftimulated to violence from motives, or by perions, not

1 '-. b I'\..u-i-‘.-

= - = il i w3 |
rofe in mobs in diflerent parts of the

kingdom ; they feized horfes and carriages on the way to the

ports w rith corn for export: 1tion, dcllrl}\'cd the horfes and car-

riages, beat the drivers, and fcattered away the corn.

In fome places they pulled down granaries, anc | damaged or
carried off the contents ; they entered thips, and threw away
and deftroyed the cargoes of corn that had been {hipped for

xportation.

To reprefs thefe diforders, a law was made for the fevere
punifhment of {uch offenders, and fubjecting the inhabitants of
the hundred, in which fuch offences thould be committed, to

the payment of the damage ™.

Hitherto the prohibition to import foreign grain into Scot-
land, or to buy, fell, or rerail fuch, had refted upon the aét
1703, and the two preceding acts therein referred to, by which
it was provided, that if, by reafon of dearth, grain in Scotland
fhould exceed certain prices, the Lords of her Majefty’s privy
council thould have power, after due trial by them taken, to
fufpend and difcharge the faid prohibitory adts, for fuch fpace
of time as the exigency of the dearth fhould require, and no

rer.  And, asis already noticed, i‘:\-‘ the 6th article of the

n, thefe prohibitory laws were declared to remain in force

® 11 Geo. 2. ez
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tion of victual from beyond fea.

Things, however, had remained

ar 2y
any fuch provifion having been mac at of the

6th Anne, c. 6, it had been determined, that the Queen, her
heirs and fucceflors, thould have but one privy council for
Great Britain ; the privy council of Scotland came thereby to
be annihilated.

The prices of grain, in Scotland, having rifen in the year
1740, after a very fevere winter, fomeimportations of foreign
grain were made, although againft law, as no power then
exifted to fufpend the prohibitory acts in that part of Great
Britain.

To obviate this difficulty, without entering into any new
{yftem, a temporary expedient was adopted, and a law was now
made, by which the powers originally committed to the privy
council of Scotland, for fufpending thefe prohibitory laws,
when neceflary, and removing fuch fufpenfion, when the exi-
gence of dearth no longer required it, were vefted in the Courts
of feflion, jufticiary, and exchequer, in Scotland ; and rules
were laid down for their procedure #,

Some difficulties having arifen with refpect to the computa-

* 14 Geo, 2. . 7.

M 2

-
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tion and admeafurement

. )
d other ground
corn and grain, whercon a HE upon exporta-

in order to reconcile utes and differences that

might arife therc

ent, the officers of the cultoms, by a law
s e e e o A BT T e Bohn

now made, WeEre impowered 0 allow the lame bounty, and
no mote, upon the exportation of 224 pounds weight of wheat
meal, or other ground corn or grain, whereon there was a
bounty, as was allowed upon the exportation of four bufhels

Y 1 - . | . - . . PR 5 | - -2l =
oI wihegat, or otner corn or grain, unground, and 10 1 pro-

tion for any greater or lefler quantity ; and, for the greater

n in the buflinefs, the oflicers were allowed to make

choice of two facks out of twenty, when the wheat meal,

or other ground corn or grain, were brought in facks; from

whence they were to compute the weight of the meal, accord-

ing to which the bounty was to be paid #

Thefe falutary laws had increafed the expore trade of corn
to an amazing extent, while plenty remained at home, and
the prices continued moderate. The average exportation for the
four years, from 1748 to 1751 inclufive, amounted to 1,212,686
quarters yearly ; and, the average price of wheat, for thefe four

years, was 36s. 3d. per quarter.

The revenue applicable to the payment of the bounty upon
corn exported, having been alfo chargeable with other pay-

1

ments, came to be infuflicient to di

{charge the monies due

upon thefe great exportations; and a law was now made, by
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vefe bounties were to carry intel

whick the debentures for t

imence 11X months

- qnant, 1O CO

o
o

at the rate ol

r migit have been pro-

L1~ P 1 : P . |
ollowing thac aay wi
il .:-'Ij';]-
me t he direé&t : of the at of the r2th and = T
mng to the directions of the act or the 2t aild I.Jl.ha O Dhlilgy

William *.

duced to the commiflioners of the cuftoms at Le nden,

T} w e T e e lamin e Y o i B s ' i
The crop of this year having been weak, and of couric the
Sy § . 1 sy 1 . 1 1
vrices of grain having trilen, the Collinoil neEQpLe, 1001 aAC=
1 - fal 3 | i 3 o TRk

cuftomed to plenty and cheapnefs,: did not attribute the rife

sn the prices. to the fhortnefs of the crop; but to the arts of
I ’ i

mto maobs, com-
d

deftroyed mills with the grain in them, as if they had been

— o N 2 1Y
millers, &c. and

the farmers, deals

mitted many outrages in different parts of the kingdom,
the chief acceflories to the dearth.

The advanced prices of corn, however, brought forward
laws, by which all forts of corn, meal, malt, flour, bread,
bifcuit, or ftarch, were prohibited to be exported before the
25th December 1757 only malt, made for exportation, and
declared to be fo before the 4th December 1756, was allowed

to be exported ; and vellels cleared out, before the 2 sth Decem-

ber 1750, were allowed to proceed on their voyages: Bur it

ftv thould, at any tims,

was provided, that in cafe his \I,

before the faid z3th December 1757, judge it to be moft for

benefic and advantage of the kingdom, to permit the ex-

1
WL

sortation of the corn, and the other commodites aforelaid, or

TAP. 11
R

-
1750,

1=c=
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any of them, that then it thould be lawful for his Majelty, by
proclamation, to be iflued by and with the advice of his privy
council, or by his Majefiy’s order in council, to be publithed
in the London Gazette, from time to time, to permit and fuf-
fer all and gvery perfon and perfons, natives and foreigners

but not any rarticular perfon or perfons) at any time or
I I i b

L9 &
times, before the faid 25th da y of December 1757, to export

or carry outall or any m{' r_hc commodities aforefaid *

All cuftoms, fubfidies, and duties, rates, or impofitions
whatfoever, upon corn or flour imported, or upon corn, grain
meal, bread, ‘bifcuit, and flour, taken from the enemy, and
brought into the kingdom, were difcontinued until the z4th
Auguft 1757; and the fame might be alfo carried coaftways,
without duty .

Importation of corn, duty free, was allowed in fhips of
other nations, in ;:111ir}- with Great Britain, from any port or
place whatfoever

And from and after the r1th March 1754, no low wines or

its whatever were to be extraced or diftilled within the

kingdom, from any wheat, barley, malt, or any other fort of
grain, or from any meal or flour, for and during the fpace ot
two calendar months ||,

* 30 Geo. 2. ¢ 1. } Ibid. ¢ 7.

F Ibid. c. 9. § 14, || 1bid. ¢. 12,
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And this prolibition was afterwards continued to the 11th
December 17573 but with power to his Majefty, by procla-
mation, to be iflued with the advice of his privy council, or
by an order in council, to be publifhed in the London Ga-
zette, to fufpend this aét, and to allow the diftillers to pro-

ceed #

' - T e e e e e e
Thefe laws effectually checked the exportation of corn; a-

bout 80,000 quarters had been exported, before the prohibi-
tion took place, and about 150,000 quarters of foreign corn

were brought in.

The Exportation trade, however, was reftored and recover-

ed in the year 1759, and went on as formerly, with little or

no importation of foreign grain ; but the crop 1762 having
failed a little, the importers found, that upon a very {mall ftarc
in the prices, they could afford to pay the low duties, to
come in competition with the market at home; and, con-
fequently, a very confiderable importation took place for
that, and the three following years. Indeed, in the laft
of thefe years, fome panic had feized upon the kingdom,
and an embargo was laid, the 26th September, upon all
fhips laded with corn for exportation, which, having been
done againft law, an act of indemnity was made for it the
following year .
.

There does not, at prefent, appear to have been any good

"

30 Geo. 2. c. 135. t 9 Geo. 3.6 7
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reafon for thofe meafures; for, in the year mentioned, there

were above 300,000 quarters of grain exported, and lefs than
- ~
250,000 imported.

Laws were now made, prohibiting, for a limited time, the ex-
portation of corn, grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, bifcuit, and
{tarch ; and alfo the extraction of low wines and fpirits from
wheat, and wheat flour. And allowing, for a limited time, the
importation of wheat and wheat flour, oats, and oat-meal, rye,

and rye-meal, free of duty %

Thefe laws were renewed this year, with fome additions ;
and it was enacted, that they fhould continue until twenty
days after the commencement of the next feflion of parlia-
ment. The exportation of corn, grain, meal, malt, flour,
bread, bifcuit, and ftarch; and alfo the extraction of low
wines and {pirits, from wheat and wheat flour, was prohibi-
ted (except to fome Britifh dependencies). An importation, not
only of wheat, wheat flour, barley, barley-meal, pulfe, oats,
oat-meal, rye and rye-meal, from any part of Europe; but
Indian corn, or maize, and rice, from North America; and
wheat and wheat flour from Africa, were permitted, duty-

free .

This year the exportation of corn, grain, meal, malt,

flour, bread, bifcuit, and ftarch ; and allo the extradtion of

7 Geo. 3. €. 3+ 4- 5. 8. 8 Geo. 3. ¢ 1.:2. 3.
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low wines and {pirits, from wheat and wheat flour, was pro-
hibited, until twenty days after the mommencement of the
next feflion of parliament; and the free importation of rice
from North America was permitted.

This year the former law of laft year, prohibiting the ex-
portation of corn, grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, biftuit,
and ftarch ; dnd alfo the extraction of low wines and {pirits
from wheat, and wheat flour, was continued in force, until
twenty days after the commencement of the next feflion of par-
llament; providing that the faid continuation might be abridg-
ed or fhortened, and this act, or any part thereof, might be
altered or varied, by any other a& or acls to be made in the

lﬁl'cfult {eflion of p:uli:uncnt e,

And accordingly, by another law of this feflion, fo much
of the former acts as prohibited the exportation of malr

L

removed and repealed f.

This year alfo an ac was made for regiftering the prices at
which corn is fold in the feveral counties of Great Britain,

and the quantity exported and imported 1.

Laws were now made prohibiting the exportation of corn,

grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, bifcuit, and ftarch; and alfo

* 1o Geo. 3. €. 1. + Ibid. c. 1o t Ibid. ¢ 39.

CHA

\P. I11.

17570,
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CHAP. I  the extraction of low wines and fpirits from wheat,
)

and wheat

flour (except for victualling thips, and to Britith dependen-

cies), until the twentieth day after the commencement of the

next feflion of parliament ™,

Upon the commencement of the feflion of parliament, this

Tl

~J

~J
b
-

year, a law was made, prohibiting the exportation of corn,
grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, bifcuit, and ftarch ; and alfo

and wheat flour, was

the extradion of low wines from wheat,
prohibited, until the twentieth day atter the commencement of
the next feflion of parliament. And afterwards an act was made,
allowing the importation of wheat, wheat flour, rye, rye-meal,
and Indian corn, free of duty, until the firft day of Decem-

har p==a +
ber 1772

All this would appear to have been done without any folid
reafon ; for the price of grain was not very high, and the

quantity of grain exported, from the year 1760, to the year

1770, confiderably exceeded the quantity imported.

1777 Immediately upon the meeting of the parliament, this year,
laws were made allowing the free importation, before the 1t
day of January 1774, of any wheat, wheat flour, rye, rye-
meal, barley, barley-meal, oats, oat-meal, pealc, beans, tares,
calivancies, and all other forts of pulfe, from any part of

Europe, or Africa, without the payment of any fubfidy, cuf-

* 11Geo. 3. ¢ 1.

t 1z Geo. 3. € 1.

L
Lia
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tom, duty, or impofition whatfoever; and permitting the

{ame to be carried coaftways, under fuch regulations as the

wheat, wheat flour, &c. of the growth of this kingdom, were
allowed to be carried coaftways, provided that due entry {hould

be made, as was practifed before the making of this act ; and

the importation of wheat, w heat flour, Indian corn, Inc
meal, bifcuit, peafe, beans, tares, calivancies, and all other
forts of pulfe, from North America, - was alfo permitted for
the fame time, duty free, upon making entry as aforefaid.

By another law, paffed at the fame time, the exportation of
corn, grain, peafe, beans, meal, malt, flour, bread, bifcui,
and ftarch ; and alfo the extradtion of low wines and fpiric
from wheat, and wheat flour, (except for vitualling {hips, or

to Britith dependencies), was prohibited until
1 FE]

of January 1774 %

Thefe laws, however, although deftructive of our own agri-
culture, were only temporary, and their confequences might
have been recovered, as they did not trench upon the general

{yftem.

But we now come to a law of this year, by which tfe vene-
o ? d

rable old code, 1o beneficial to manufactures and 1 L

luftry, and

{o falutary to the kingdom in general; that code, which had

raifed the agriculture of Great Britain, from the lowell ftatc

(15

13 00s 3. €. 1. 2,

[ =]
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of depreflion, to the higheft degree of profperity ; which had
produced plenty, at reafonable prices, for fo great a number of

¥
v

years, at home ; and had brought fuch immenfe fums of money
for the excrefcent ftock of corn, from ;;1)1':);}(_!1 was now torn

up by the roots, and feattered in the winds *,

This falubrious code had not ‘been the work of a day; it
came to be reared by flow degrees, and was the refult of the
experience of many generations ; although the mukiplicity of
its component parts had rendered the diftint knowledze of it

a matter of confiderable labour. The introdudtion of this

new law, o fwilar in terms, and {o adverfe in principle, to
the former laws, involved the corn laws in greater perplexity
than ever; and it need not be matter of furprife, that perfons
of the beft underftanding fhould be unwilling to enter upon
a ftudy fo dark, and fo intricate.

The neareft road to conviétion, in fuch cafes, is to place:
the obje@ls to be compared parallel before the eye; to ex-
hibit them in their firlt principles; to ftudy cheir opera-
tions 3 and to. determine according to their confequences and
offects.

With this view we fhall lay before the public a comparative
{tatement of both fyftems, in order that we may, by con-
trafting them in this manner, be the better enabled to Jjudge

of the difference between the old fiflem, which had been efta-
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blithed, by the laws of 1670, 1688, and 1706; and the rew CHAP. L
fysiem, (tor we muft confider it as fuch) which was now in. J

- ol |, TP [, 3 -
troduced, by the law of 1773,
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Laws for the Importation of Grain ini
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HAP. IIL. Cumparative Statement of the Laws for the Exportation of Grain from

P
T tation Pri B , by the OldLa ties,
1638, T‘.':_N-‘: et -I'_|'_l':ll wrter of wheat |
when the i Tice was at or une 2 fa ol o 6 o

Upon every F :n the price w-l-:I |
at or under | fil 2
Upon every quarter of barley or malt, when the |
g pric 5 At or Ll'l:u.:l\:'l' 2 of
1700. Upon every quarter of eatmeal, when the quarter |
of oats is at or under Ee— 2 of

We fhall now take a view of the old laws, and of the new

law, with refpect to exportation.

The laws of 1688 and 1700, have been already recited, and
to which we fhall refer for any particulars that are not again

{tated in the above Table,

By the new law, it was enacted, That when the price of the
quarter of wheat fhould be at, or above 44s. ; rye, peafe, or
beans, 28s.; barley, beer or bigg, 22s.; and oats, 14s. no
perfon fhould tranfport, or carry out of the kingdom, any

{fuch corn or grain, under penalties.

That, after the 1t day of January 1774, the bounties for-

merly allowed, by law, upon corn exported, were to ceafe;

and inftead and in licu theréof, when the prices of corn and

grain fhould be under the rates aftermentioned, at the ports
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Great Britain, according to the Old, and to the New Sy/flem, CHAP. 111,

Table of the Exportation Prices and Bounti 6

Upon every quarter of wheat, or malt ol =i 1773

under oa ¢ ©

rye, when the g 20 3 c

barley; beer, o )

when the price is under _ I 2 ‘@0 3 6

Oath, wder e—— : | . | T oy

And for every quarter of o i-meal, conlifting of 276 pounds;avoirdupoisla o cle 2 6!

|

and places in this kingdom, from whence the fame {hould be
fhipped, there fhould be allowed upon the exportation of fuch

corn or grain, either ground or unground, beine the crowth
(=] ¥ ] o » [ =

of this kingdom, and board in Britith {hipping, the
mafter, and at leaft two thirds of the mariners. of {uch fhips,
£ 3 : ] i

being his Majefty’s fubjeéls, the following bounties, that is

to fay, when the price of middling Britith wheat, per quarter,
thould be under 44s. there fhould be paid a boun ¥, for every
quarter of wheat, or malt made of wheat, 5s.; when the quar-
ter of rye was under 28s. a bounty of 3s5.; when the quarter

of barley, beer, or bi; fhould be under 22s. a bounty, for

very quarter of thefe, or of malt made of them, of a3,

o W e

yd. ; and when the quarter of oats fhould be under 14s. a
bounty of 2s. upon every guarter of oats, and 2s. 6d. up-
on every quarter of oat-meal, confifting of 276 pounds, avoir-

dupois #,

* By the adt 1751, the fame bounty is allowed upon 224 pounds weight of whezr

0
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By the old laws, the method of afcertaining the prices was
left to the juftices of peace, at their quarter feflions; and it
was, by the prefent law, continued for England in the fame
way ; but, for Scotland, it was committed to the fheriffs of
the feveral counties, to afcertain the prices four times in the
year; and to fend certificates thereof to the refpective cuftom-
houfes within their jurifdiGtions, to be the rule of export and

import, and for the payment of the bountics and duties.

But with refpedt to exportation, thefe rules were now alter-
ed ; and it was enacted, that the prices of corn and grain, and
oatmeal, exported, fhould be regulated and governed by the
average prices, at which fuch corn and grain, and oatmeal,
{hould be refpectively fold in the public market, at or neareft
to the port or place from whence fuch corn or grain, or oat-
meal, fhould be intended to be exported, on the laft market
day preceding the thipping of fuch corn or grain, and the

bounties payable ;:t;{:{}rdhlg]}'.

The different principles and operations of the old laws,
and of the new law, will be readily comprehended, on a com-
parifon of the ftatements exhibited in the above Tables ; the
old laws having been clearly made for the encouragement of

agriculture, at home, and prohibiting the importation of fo-

meal, or other ground corn or grain, as was allowed for 4 bufhels of the fame fort of

in ; fo that, by the one a&, 276 pounds of meal, is declared to be a quarter; and,

y the other, it requires 448 pounds.
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reign grain, except in cafes of neceflity ; and the new law,
encouraging the importation of foreign grain, whether there
be neccility or not.  For inftance, while the foreign farmer
ts permitted to import his flour into Great Britain, without
any duty but a mere trifle, the bounty upon flour, or meal
made from wheat, is repealed *,

Thus have we endeavoured to give a juft idea to the Pab-
lic, of the old, and of the new fyftem of Corn Laws; for
the law of 1773 muft be confidered as a new fyftem. The
comparifon we have made, will, we truft, be found to be
both accurately, and fairly ftated. We write for no to-
pical or partial purpofes, nor for or againft any man, or
fet of men. It is for the benefit of the public, in gene-
ral, that our agriculture thould be reftored to its former effi-
ciency ; and that our children and manufa@urers fhould be
fed with the bread of our own lands. It is the only bread
that can be caten in plenty, and with fafety ; for if we fhall

be brought to depend upon the bread of foreign nations, our

* To facilitate the obiervation of the feveral laws, enumerated in this and the pres

25 Pay

x, No "

ceding chapter, and the duties and bounti

g
=)
A

ble in confequence, we haye

up an abbreviation of them. Fide Append:

02
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manufactures will foon be buried in the ruins of our agri-
culture#,

* The reader will be pleafed to recolled that this Inquiry was written, whil

Corn Law of 1773 was in force; and it appears to have been a chief obje@ in the
author’s view, in undertaking this Work, to fhew the impolicy of that law, and to in-
doce Parliament to revert to the former fyftem. Since that time, the Corn Law of
1791, by which all the former laws are repealed, has been ena@ed 3 and, on com-
paris

¥ ity in this 1

ner, with the laws of 1670, 1688, and 17c6, it will appear, that

the legiflature have already, in fome de

gree, reverted to the old fyltem.  Edie
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CHAP IV,

Recapitulation of the principal beads of the fev, ral Corn Laws of

Great Britain, and a dedudlion of prin

&8 jrain tacir e

IBERTY was given to export corn, upon pa

I'll, AYIRCHOL O Clll=

toms and {ufidies.

Which law was confirmed; referving power to the King and 142:
council to reftrain exportation, when they fhould judge thar
to be neceflaay.

Liberty was given to export corn, when the prices at home 1436,
did not exceed certain rates,

Which law was this year continued for ten vears. 142

And was now made perpetual. 1444

From the grievous damage fuffered by the farmers and oc- 1463

cupiers of land, by the importation of foreign grains, all im-

=]
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110 AN INQUIRY INTO .
portation was prohibited, until the prices at home exceeded

certain rates.

Thefe form the true foundation of the corn laws. All im-
portation of foreign grain was prohibited, until the prices
were high at home; and the exportation of our own grain
was allowed, when the crop was abundant, and the prices rea-
fonable ; referving power to the King and couneil, at any time,
to put a {top to exportation, when they fhould judge that to
be neceflary for the good of the kingdom at large. And the
ibove act of 1463, is the firft a& made in England to prohibit,
or regulate, the importation of forcign grain.

But the beneficial purpofes of the former laws were loft for
want of execution; and the fyftem was totally overturned by
a law of this year, which, in effe@, prohibited all kind of
trade in corn, until the prices were far below the expence of

raifing it
Which law was enforced by another aé of this year.

Exportation was again allowed, when the prices were higher
than thofe limited by the a&s 1552 and 1554, provided the
grain was carried abroad in fhips owned by Englifh born fub- '
jects.  This was the dawn of the Navigation Laws,

Exportation was allowed, without limitation of prices, out '
of fuch ports and creeks, where had been placed a cuftomer,

. : y |
or collector of the fubfidy of tonnage and poundage, to any
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part beyond feas, in amity with England, when not reftrained

by proclamation; providing the exportation was made in thips

owned by Englith born fubjects, and refiding in the Englith
dominions, at fuch times as the feveral prices of grain fhould
be {o reafonable and moderate, where fuch exportation fhould

o 2 o
be intended, as that no prohibition fhould be made by the

Queen’s proclamation, or by the prefidents of the North, o

of Wales, within their {everal jarifdictions; or of the juflice

of aflize, at their feflions, in other thires out of the Jurifdi
of the faid two prefidents and councils;; or by the major part
of the juflices of peace of the county, at their quarter feflions,

as follows.

: e with
the inhabitants of the county, about the cheapnefs or dearth

of the feveral forts of grain within their refpe@ive

tions ; and fhould, by their difcretion, determi
would be meet, at any time, to prevent ar

ried out of the realm, by any port within their jurifdi
or limits ; and fhould, by a writing under their hands and
{eals, make a determination, either for permiflion or prohibi-
tion, and fhould caufe the fame be publithed by the fheriffs of
the {feveral counties ; which was to continue in force until the
fame fhould be altered by the faid prefidents and councils, or
other powers refpectively; except the fame fhould, in the mean-
time, be countermanded by the Queen, her heirs or fucceflors ;
or by fome order of the juftices of peace, in the countics fitu-
ated out of the jurifdi@ion of the faid two councils, in theis

L

quarter {eflions to be holden in the meantime, or the greateft

oy 4
b W) 5
b
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part of them, fhould find the determination of the juftices of
aflize to be hurtful to the country, by means of dearth, or to
be a grear hindrance to tillage, by means of extreme cheap-
nefs ; which determination was, in like manner, to be pub-
lifhed, and to continue in force until a new regulation fhould
be made ; except the fame fhould, in the meantime, be altered

by the Queen, her heirs or fucceflors : provided always, that

thefe prefidents, &c. fhould not publifh their determinations,
until the fame was firft notified to, and approved by, t

Queen, or

her privy council, and that the cuftom or pound-

provid

e

age fhould be paid upon exportation : d alfo, that the

and fucceflors, might, at all times, by pro-

clamation, prohibit exportation, either generally from all parts

£ p o T - Frevy Nl
of the realm, or from partic parts only.

The exportation prices were confiderably encreafed, but
the duties payable upon grain, exported by force of the
ftatute, was doubled ; and an unlimited importation having
been permitted, the law was thereby rendered nugatory, and

the price of grain continued at an extravagant height,

Lil

The exportation prices were confiderably encreaf

vided the grain was carried abroad in thips owned by E;
born fubjects ; and referving to the King, his heirs a

ceflors, by proclamation, to reftrain exportation from the

dm generally, or from particular places; but exportation

; been {lill, by this law, loaded with duti

the full ope-
ration of the a@& muft have been retarded.
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The exportation prices were ftill farther extended, under
the fame terms with the former law ; but the duties upon ex-

1

portation having been ftill kept up, the law could not have

1ts proper effe@; and it would appear that it had been made

entirely for an extenfion of the revenue.

And it was this year renewed in the very {ame terms.

This year the exportation prices were {lill extended ; but the
duties were raifed fo high, as to be equal to a prohibition.
Importation was alfo allowed ; but the duties, in like manner,
amounted to a prohibition.

The exportation prices were ftill extended, but the dutics
were continued ; and, by the infertion of the word st in the
importation claufe, full liberty was given to import foreign
grain, when the prices, at home, were at the lowelt or che apelt
rate, upon payment of lower duties, than the low dutics fixed
by the act of tonnage and poundage.

By a law of Scotland, of this fame year, the powers of ex-
portation were extended, referving to the King and privy
council, to reftriét or to prohibit it, when they fhould judge
it neceflary ; but a duty of 40 per cent. ad valorem, was laid
upon grain, imported, when the prices did not exceed the ex-
port prices; with power to the King and council to remit the
duties, if the prices fhould rife.

This year the Scotch parliament removed all duties upon
P

162

y

1003

If—-,f}g.




i. IT4 AN INC

.~ e T T S—— e g

e

—
—_

|
-
|
1
|
F o e e 1..0...0 & ook e AT v (T | -
163 2, This defect was attempted to be remedied 5 a
1
I
i

e . _—




¥
L CICIRIL
i
s
)
1
Il LIC € L

producing a certificate, under his hand, of th

3 it
corn '*E"‘:'i::"'."“”‘l' to the collector of the cuf it the port w here
the corn had been fhipped, and proving the i certificate
b of one or more credible perfons; and, upon

it the {aid corn {hould be exported t

1
Ve a

1

tl

fuch corn had been adlually landed ; or, upon proot, by c1

el | P

dible perfons, that fuch corn had been taken by ene e

perifthed in the feas, the exporter’s bond was to be delivered

up; and the money, paid by the colle@or or commifli
1p 5 and the moncy, paic ¥ thie COLCCLOT Or comimil

b e P o gy ot
the cuftoms, was to pafs in his account.

This a& was followed in Scotland. All export duties were

1 ]

1 T & . Ty For - . . g 1

ken off; and a bounty was granted upon corn exported,
when the prices did not exceed certai ided tl

; : - -

exportation was m 1in Scotch {hips, 1, and

P2
e ——— e ¥ -
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that the mafter and three-fourths of the feamen fhould be
Scotfmen ; but referving power to the Lords of the fecret coun-
cil, when the prices exceeded the rates fixed, to difcharge ex-

portation.

And in Ingland, this year, the fubfidy, and all other dutics
payable upon grain exported, whether ground or unground,

were totally given up, and taken away.

By the articles of Union, the fame bounties granted upon
grain, exported from England, by the above aét 1688, were
extended to grain exported from Scotland ; and bounties were

4

alfo given for oatmeal, and for beer or bigg, exported from

cither Kingdom,

The juftices of peace, in many places, having neglecled to
determine the prices of grain, whereby the duties upon corn,
imported, was to be regulated, it was again recommended to
them to do it, in time coming, as direted by the a@ 1670;
and 1f they fhould omit or negle® to do fo, the colle@or of
the cuftoms, at the refpective places of importation, were em-
powered to demand and receive the duties, according to the
loweft price of the feveral forts of grain mentioned in the faid
act 1670. And, in order to afeertain the quantity of grain
thipped, for which bounty was allowed, the oflicers of the

cuftoms were appointed to admeafure the fame,

Still, however, negle@s had been made in determining the

prices of grain, according to which, the duties payable upen
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importation, were to be levied ; and therefore, fir better afcer- CHAP.IV.
hE . . . : i . ey
tarning the fame, and preveniing I,"rr.'.r.'.fm’;'f:: importation, 1t was

now again recommended to the juftices of peace, at their

I
quarter feflions, in the feveral counties where grain might be
imported, to give in charge, in the open court, to the grand
jury, to make inquiry and prefentment, upon their oaths, of
the corn-market price of middling Englith corn and grain;
which prefentment fhould be certified by the faid juftices, in
writing, to the chief oflicer or colletor of the cuftoms, at the
port or place where importation fhould be made, and fhould
be hung up in fome public place in the cuftom-houfe, for gene-
ral information ; and that the duty upon foreign grain, im-
ported, thould be collected and paid according to the prices
contained in fuch certificate. And, after importation, no fo-
reign corn or grain was to be exported, or in any fhape lader
on thip board, or put to fea, for tranfporting it from one port
of the kingdom to another, either by itfelf, or mixed with

Englifh grain, under fevere penaltics.

To reprefs mobbifh diforders, and lawlefs attempts, to inter- 1728
rupt the free exportation of grain, when the fame is encou-
raged by law, the inhabitants of the hundred in which fuch

offences were committed, were fubjected to the damages,

In Scotland, the power of fufpending the laws which pro- 1741
hibited the importation of foreign grain, having been formerly
vefted in the Privy council of that kingdom, was now con-
veyed to the Courts of Seflion, Exchequer, and Jufticiary; and

the judges of thefe courts were, according to the prices of
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I George II. entitled, An aét t cuftom payable
for corn imported, wer

To obviate fome iculties anent the admeafurement of

chant-maal and ther eround eorn. whe
wihgat meal, and othel ground corn, wi

05 a IIJH:JJl}! was
were
portation
224 pound weight of wheat meal, or other ground corn or

1in, as was allowed for four bufhels of the faime fore of

grain; and for the better expediting the bulinefs, they were
allewed to make choice of two facks out of twenty, and from

thence to compute the weight.

Debentures for the bounty upon corn exported, when not

paid within fix months, were to carry intereft at the rate of 1

I‘."L reonl.

Exportation having been prohibited, by law, for a limited

time, power was relerved to the King to take off’ the prohibi-

Lkl

tion, by proclamation, and to allow all perfons, natives or

torcigners, (but no particular perfon or perfons), to export

The exportation prices of grain were altered and brought
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and the dut duced to a trifle.
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vere left th itices of peacey but, in Scotland, they
were taken from the fuperior courts, and committed to the
therifls of the feveral counties.
rules for exportation of prain were
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tinguithing adminiftration, the beneficial confequences that

would follow the oppolitc conduct of lL'-l.'illlu; bounties upon
] i - | e L. - oy L ol &
corn experted. From which it appears, that the doélrine in-
culcated by experience, 1s unqueftionably orthodox, although
flow in its operation; for the duties and fubfidies, payable
upon the exportation of the manufa@ures of Great Britain

3

- 3
were only removed in the vear S

No records Lave been preferved, refpedting the exporta-
tion and importation of corn, prior to the year 1697 ; or,
probably the act 1688 not having removed the fubfidies
and duties payable upon grain exported, little or no bufinefs
of that kind had been carried on ; befides, the feafons from
1090 to 1700 were, in general, very unfruitful ; and agricul-
ture not having yct become vigorous, there was probably little

corn to {pare.

The average price of the quarter of wheat, from 16go
to 1700, was L.2:16: 10, equal to L. 3:8: 3 of prefent
money. We find, however, that during the four years from
1697 to 1700 inclufive, the exportation of the feveral kinds of
gramm amounted to 331,223 quarters, while the importation
amounted to only 8,948 quarters 1.

Upon the removal of the fubfidies and duties, payable upon

the exportation of grain, in the year 1700, the feafons alfo

* 8 Geo. oI5 f .

t Vide; Appendis
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having become more favourable, the face was entirel CHAP. If
( + and a certain market havi he
bounties, for grain in all feafons, the E”‘PL ments of 1:';1.‘._'i,-._‘.:-.!:':'

were feized upon with avidity; and, from t

diligence and emulation of our farmers, were rew

- juccels.

x 1 s s oy el ee - 5
During the ten years, from 1701 to 1

ey gu # = - py 1 T " S |
rage yearly exportation amounted to 2
the average importation came only to 442 quarters;
average price of the guarter of wheat fell to L.2: 1: 2, equal
AVCTage pricc o € quarwr o VILCAL IC } La v 3 o4&,y CL]UE

1
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above half a million of guarters; and during
no lefs than 2,849,446 quarters were exported, and only 4,142

quarters 1 :T‘.i‘\ll"ﬁ.ft].

The

tation, cna

ey, brought into the ki
ladlika £

ners to

el L1RL

we accordingly find that for the ten years, from 17171 to 172¢

inclufive, the average yearly exportation had rifen to 449,193

quarters; the average yearly ition was

] 2 g N oy 1
1 the average price of the quarter of wh
B

ively low, having beenonly L. 2:4: 1c!

The tion of th Vo le
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CHAP. IV.  people employed in hufbandry, than had been at any time
™ before this period ¥ ; and the yearly exportation of the grain
had given employment for go,oco tons of fhipping, and a2

proportional number of failors, for one voyage .

Of the ten years from 1721 to 1730 inclufive, two of thefe
years had carried {horter crops than ufual ; and, upon a fmall
ftart of the prices, the importers, always watchful of cheir
interelt, however hurtful it might be to the country, intre-
duced conliderable quantities of foreign grain to the kingdom,
in the years 1728, 1729, and 1730, without payment of the
duties ; upon the old pretext, that the juftices of peace had
not fixed the prices of grain, according to which the duties

vere to be levied.

Our exportation, however, kept up nearly to that of the

preceding ten yi but the importation of foreign grain was

greatly increafed, and the price of wheat continued nearly the
fame it had been for twenty years paft; the average price of it
having been L. 2: 2s. per quarter. There were in all exported,
during thefe ten years, 4,479,683 quarters; and there werc

imported 732,092 quarters of the feveral kinds of grain.

The act 1729 having given a check to the importation of

: twelve people, old and young, to be employed in raifing every hun.

dred quarters of grain. Vide chap. . p. 10,

+

A ton of wheat, in London, commonly weighs hetween 220

roirdupois ; rye, between 2100 and 2240 ; and barley, between 170 g and 1809 lhs

Five quarters are commonly reckoned to a ton, 1In :'|-;."|:r|]::.

s Di of Trade and Cammercey art. Er
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foreign grain, our agriculture again got forward, and th

average yearly exportation, for the ten years from 1731

Vel

T inelulive O0F D A EEn A 4= Aviatvkard vhile the
1740 inclufive, got up to 549,447 quarters, while the

importation amounted only to 4,690 ; and the average price

of wheat fell to L. 1: 17 : 6 per quarter.

There were in all exported, during thefe ten years, 5,494,171

quarters ; and there were imported only 46,000 quarters of the
g | 2 S o I o "l |

{everal kinds of grain.

Such was the fpirit of our farmers, when they were freed
from the trammels of prohibitory and improper laws, that for

the ten years, from 1741 to 1750 inclufive, the average yearly

amount of our exportation, rofe to the amazing quantity of

848,660 quarters ; the importation amounted only to 15,193
e

quarters ; and the average price of wheat fell to L.1:13: 8

PEr quar.cr.

At this time there muft have been above 100,000 people

more employed in agriculture, in Great Britain, than there

were at the time of the Union, to raife this excrefcent flock of

grain, the exportation of which would employ about 170,000
tons of fhipping, for one voyage #

Where then can be the neceflity of importing foreign grain,
when, with proper laws, upon the chance of a foreign fale
only, we have raifed, upon an average of many years, a quan-

1

tity of corn, over our home confumption, equal to maintain

* Vide Notes, p. 122,

Q 2
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near 450,000 pec

ties equal to maintain near doul

]

In the year 1748 there were exported 1,123

it sk

- - ff . Po P 1 . -
in 1749 there were 1,250,300 quarters; and, in 1750,

immenfe quantity of 1,667,778 quarters were exported. There

1Y

: : !
«d, o all, during th

were L'?\'!‘IL'J'I'.,

[+ SR o R B
. 180,002 guarters : an
(&P Xn TI & L) | s B oliilL

¥

were

Is it not clear from hence, that Great Britain, under proper

for which demand can be obtained ; and that, as

increales, the prices, at home, fall, and come to be, one year

r, nearly equal?

The direct contrary ftate may be expected from improper

laws ¢ and. indeed, will be woefully proved from the effeéls
| 3 ? Fi [

of the later laws, which have checked exportation, and facili-

tated 1mportation.

During that profperous period of agriculture, a labourer or
manufacturer, and every other perfon, had the bread of every

one of his family at leaft 2cs. in the year cheaper, than in the

preient days *.
i 4

For the ten years from 17351 to 1760 inclufive, our exporta-

INTO

{e ten years, no lefs than

only imperted 1 ¢

i

. 1
apabie o INcreaic her erowin or corn,

ley, Appendix, No 8

Lo an

er quanti
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tions fell, upon an average, to 582,837 quarters ; the impor-

tation was, upon an average, 37 ; and the ave-

e price of wheat rofe to L. 2: 2 : 6 per quarter.

This was entirely owing to the failure of the erops 1750

1757; particularly the former, which yielded far lels corn

ymencement of the century. In-

than any crop fince the
e s e T 2l o Ta T kb
1fead tiicrelfore oI R_t.'llLl!ﬂ.]..‘!D dall L.\Euu tation of 040,000 qu

ters of corn. which was the average of the ten years from 1

to 1750, or even 815,043 quarters, the average of the e

tation of the five years immediately preceding, tl

= = 1 = T 5, = e L e e
portation, in the year 1757, of 167,301 quarters, and there
were only 80,656 quarters, chiefly of malt, exported ; io that

L B . T
s a deficiency of this crop, compared with the ave-

there w

+F niear =00
O I¢Aat A

rage of the fifteen precedin

of grain.

Here we have a frefh and a feparate proof, of the immenie

1 nation, in the practice of railing more grain

s e . B i 1
for if, in the year 1757, which depended

than 53

ipon the crop 1756, Great Britain had been aceunfl

tional demand of

famine, or muft have raifed the l\J"i\ es fo hizh, as to have bor-

dered upon fami vet, by the profperous ftate of agricul-
ture, and the accuftomed e of the farmers, althourh
] L] o

there was li a fufliciency to

{erve the ir exceeded the

exportation only about 87,000 quarters; the price of wheat
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M 1757 advanced only to L. 3; and, in 17358, it fell to

the bright fide of the picure.

importation of foreign grain was

begun, and it has been continued ever fince. The importa-

tion of 1763 and 1764 were chiefly oats; but, in 176z, there
i ke J 3 ] YD

were imj 218,031 quarters of forcign grain, of different
tinds, chiefly wheat, while our exportation of the feveral
kinds of grain amounted to no lefs than 457,730 quAarters;

and it is not cafy to find out a good reafon for permitting fo
large an importation of foreign grain, when we had fo much
corn of our own to fpare. But the importers were, by

es, Jultling our farmers out of the market; and, in

1767, the immenfe quantity of 00%,420 quarters

of foreign grain were brought in, of which about 500,000

quarters were wheat; and upon the average of the twelve
years from 1761 to 1772 inclufive, our yearly exportation
had fallen to 379,703 quarters ; the yearly importation had
rifen to 251,279 quarters; and the average price of wheat
amounted to L. 2 : 9 : 10 per quarter.
T
2

fere we muft make a paufe, to give place to the a& 17473

;
an act entitled, ¢ An aé&t for regulating the importation and
* exportation of corn.” But to carry the fpirit of this law
into its title, it ought to have been called, An a@ to facilitate
the importation of foreign corn into Great Britain, and to re-

dtrain the exportation of corn the growth of that kingdom ;



THE CORN LAWS

for fuch it certainly is, and its operations have juftified the

1

Eiti{', which it raug'ht to have aflumed.

In the year 1774, there were imported, under the fan&ion
of this law, no lefs than 926,174 quarters of 1131'&5!] graimn,
about a third part of which was wheat, and wheat flour
while our exportation was no higher than 51,099 quarters.
In 1775 the amazing quantity of 1,103,407 quarters of foreign
grain was imported, the one half of which was wheat, and
wheat flour, while our exportation amounted only to 191,007
quarters ; and, upon the whole, during the twelve years from
1773 to 1784 inclufive, the average yearly importation rofe to

578,358 quarters, and our exportation fell to 267,182 g

and the average price of wheat continued as high as L. 2 :

per quarter ; and for the laft four years the average price of

the quarter was L. 2 : 8 : 6.

There were imported, during thefe twelve years, no lefs than
6,040,203 quarters of foreign grain; and only 3,206,184 quar-

ters of our own grain exported: A melancholy reverfe of cir-

camfitances fince the commencement of the year 1763,

Thefe particulars will be more readily obferved, from a {cale

of the yearly prices and averages of wheat, and of the general

£
exportation and impertation of grain, from the vear 1097, to
the year ¥784 inclufive ; from which it is cvident, that the

grain fell gradually, as our exportation took place,,

prices of g

and rofe again as our exportation decreafed; and propor-

CHAPE. IW
L
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CHAP.IV.  tionally as the importation ot foreign gramn came to be per-

mitted *.

There muft be fomething very fedudtive, or very profitable,
in the importation of foreign grain ; for all the laws, that hi-
therto have been made to prevent it, have been evaded ; and
yet, except the importer, it is clearly againft the intereft of

every other perfon in the kingdom : for it is deftruétive of

Gt AW a lture, and we have feen, from certain evidence,

that it raifes the price of grain upon the coniumer.

— 3 T iy 1 - .y A e = " ‘ oo
We have alfo learned, from the experience of paft times,

that no laws, nor any dictates of human authority, can oblige

people to cultivate the lands, to build houfes of huibandry, or
4

o i

in thar, or any other vocation, by which they can-

not earn a reafonable fubfiftence.

1 0 i . 1 [ 3 .
1 many other countries, where the foil and climate are
L& 1 1 * £ = - 1 & . ey
more favouraBle, and the productions of the earth more eafily

- g} xF iy o f ol -
reared, but the government defpotic,

t is with indifference,

te the lands, and even

that the 11 utants, 1 gencral,

fee the convulfions of the flate; they have no fhare in the

sovernment, and a change of mafters does not alter their con-
dition: but, in Great Britain, where more induftry may be

)
5 i s S axr Franed A1 3 - =
your is {weetened by freedom, and nothing but
£ 4] o
0% thc i‘ul Pl
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While the ancient laws laid the country open to the 1 npor-

tation of foreign grain, by injudicious duties, or reftrictions,

upon our own produce, our farmers were difpirit

part of the foil lay without culture; the price of grain was
confequently high ; and population was reftrained.

When the reftrictions were not only removed, but bounties
given upon the exportation of our excrefcent ftock, by the

acts of 1688 and 1500, the happielt effeéts were immediately

cxperienced : thefe laws adted like mapgic: our agriculture im-
15 g

media

Iy rofe as from the dead ; population increafed ; and,
inftead of eating the bread of foreign nations, we not only main-
tained all our own people, at a lower rate than was ever known
before, and confiderably lower than at prefent (1786) but the
kingdom received an immediate addition of riches and ftrength,

from the money brought in, from the increafe of thipping,

and from the people emploved in railing and exportine the
Pio) £ I

1
o

furplus of our produce : A ftate of profperity which ct 1ed.

without interruption, for above half a century after the Union
1} 3 b

No fooner was importation again encour ur agri-
culture languifhed ; our exportation declined ; the prices of
grain rofe ; and we have the mortification to receive, and pof=
fibly now to need, an immenfe importation of foreign grain

€VEry year,
o

Next to agriculture, the woollen trade may be confidered to
be the chief manufacture of Great Britain; and is proteéted
by the moft anxious laws, to prevent the competiti f fo
R
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reigners with our manufa@urers at home: yet, if by fome fa-
bricated terror, or other arts of defigning men, a perfuafion
{hould go forth, contrary to fa&, that our own manufattu-

rers could not clothe the people, the legiflature might, for

reign cloth : Or, if by miftakes or inaccuracies in the laws,
made for this purpofe, or by a failure in the execution of them
(all which have happened with refpect to corn) foreign wool-
len cloth fhould be introduced to the kingdom, at a price be-
low that for which our own manufacturers could aftord to {ell
cloth of the fame quality, we fhould foon ftand in real need
of foreign cloth, from the check given to our own induftry,
and from the number of manufaéturers, that, in the mean

time, would be ruined and difperfed.

This cafe is perfeétly applicable to the Corn trade. Great
Britain is certainly capable to maintain, from the produce of
her own lands, an immenfe number of more people than have
ever exifted in it ; but there are {feveral nations around her, in
Europe, and extenfive countries in America, where neither
the rent of the lands, nor the expence of raifing corn, are fo
high as in Great Britain.

Several of the nations, in Europe, have adopted the wife
laws of our King William 1II. by giving bounties upon the
exportation of this excrefcent ftock of grain. And, from mif~
takes, or other failings of our laws, thefe nations have been per-
mitted to introduce their corn into Great Britain, and to dif-
pute the market at home with our own farmers,
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By thefe means many of our {maller farmers have been CHAP. 1%
ruined, and their families difperfed; and whenever country
people are driven from their ordinary employment, and habi-
tations, to the trading or manufacturing towns, without any
other means of {ubfiftence than bodily labour, they foon melt

away, and are loft to the community.

To vouch thefe obfervations, we have only to look around
us, and obferve the immenft increafe of the poors’ rates, and
the vaft quantity of landed property which has been brought
to market, and fold under its former value, within thefe
twelve or fourteen years paft *. And I»\.e.JLhing but the great
capitals, and the uncommon and continued exertion of many
of our farmers, could have poflibly kept the agriculture of
Great Britain in any fhape afloat, under the preflure of
many difcouraging laws.

Perhaps no better laws can be made than thofe of 1688, and
1700, refpecting exportation ; and thofe of 1670, and 1732,
refpeting importation : although much more vigour and care,
than have been hitherto exercifed, feem to be neceflary for the

execution of them.

The former of thofe laws not only relinquithed all fubfidies

b |
|

and duties payable upon corn exported, but granted a libe-

ral bounty upon the exportation of wheat, when the
did not exceed 485, the quarter, which was ccll:;il wloz2:19:7

* This alludes to the period preceding the year 1586,

R 2

e —= — —
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of prefent money, and upon other grain in proportion ; an
they took no notice of foreign prain to be imported, as tha
was confidered to have been fufficiently guarded againft by the
law of 1670, by which no importation could take place until
the prices at home were confiderably higher, than thofe to
which the bounties upon exportation were limited.

The bounty upon the exportation of wheat, vards ex-
tended to wheat ,, and malt made of ¥ was con-

tinued until the price, at home, rofe to L.2 : 8s. equal to

| : : 3 R, Ko R ey, R
L. 2 : 17 : 77 of prefent money ; but, by the a&t 1650, if wheat

A i
was imported, when the price, at home, did not exceed
L.2:13:4,equal to L. 3 : 4s. of prefent mon it was load-

Rt

iy | & i e R e +t 1 . e o
ed with a duty equal to a prohibition ; and this duty was only

1 ] = .. " : oy . .
IOWCETCd as tllc I‘.ll'lt'."._.‘i roig at Ei{‘lfll_.

The bounty upon the exportation of rye was continued un-

a1l the price, at home, rofe to L. 1 : 128. equalto L. 12 18 : 5
of prefent money; and, by the above act of 1670, if rye,
peafe, or beans, were imported, when the price, at home, did
not exceed L. 2, equal to L. 2 : 8s. of prefent money, the du-
ties, in like manner, were equal to a prohibition; but were

lowered as the prices rofe.

The bounty upon the exportation of barley and malt, after-
wards extended to beer or bigg, was continued until the price,
at home, amounted to L. 1 : 48. equal to L. 1: § : g of pre-
{fent money ; and, by the a& 1670, if barley, malt, or buck

wheat, were imported, before the price exceeded L. 1 : 12s.
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: § of prefent money, the duties were equal

to a prohibition ; but were lowered as the price at home rofe.

The bounty upon the exportation of oatmeal, was continued
until the price of oats, at home, rofe to 158 equal to 18s, of
prefent money ; but, if oats were imported before the price
came to 16s. equal to 19s. 2d. of prefent money, the duty was
equal to a prohibition ; but was leflened when the

Thefe and other fuch circumftances, will be readily

the abbreviation of the exportation and importation laws #*

Thefe laws were ftrongly inforced by the ad 17432, made

to prevent the fraudulent importation of foreign grain, by
which corn or grain, once imported, was prohibited to be
again fhipped, to be re-exported ; or to be carried coaftways,

from one port to another, under fevere penalties. It wonld

ippear, from this law, that difcoveries had been made, thar .

under various pretences, corn imported, had been carried on
thipboard to other places, and from thence exported, and the
bounty paid for it, as if fuch corn had been of Britith growth:
and, from f{ome late publications, it would appear that this

practice has not yet fallen into difufe.

The beneficial confequences to the kingdom, which thef:

wife laws brought about, have already appeared; and it is dif-

ficult, even for the imagination, to fancy any reafon for rever-

fing them, except the mifreprefentations of interefted and de

{igning men.

* Vide Appendix, No 7.
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The melancholy reverfe, occafioned by the ac 1743, has
however taken place, and we have feen the miferable confe-
quences of it; a ftriking evidence that people may be wearied

of the beft fituations, and even cloyed with happinefs.

It is impoflible to imagine that the legiflature had any in-
tention to injure the beft interefts of the kingdom by this a&t;
and, perhaps, there 15 not a worthier charater in it, than the
very man to whole lot it fell to frame this law—y/d bumanum

g’? errarve ¥,

The law, however, has had its effe@ ; exportation has been
reftrained, and agriculture of courfe reprefled; importation
has been facilitated, and the trade laid open to fraud, by per-
mitting the re-exporting, and carrying coaftways, from one

port to another, grain imported,

For fifty-five years after the Union, our exportation of grain
counted as I to 21 of our produce ; and the yearly average of
the importation of grain, during that period, amounted only
to a 475th part of our producet; and a great part of that im-
portation was clandeftinely brought in upon us, without necef~
fity, and contrary to law. The ten years, from 1741 to 1750
inclufive, were the mofl profperous. During that period our

* The perfon here alluded to is probably Governor Pownall, who, in 1773, laid a

Memoir before the Lords Comi ners of the Treafury, relative to the Corn Laws,

and may have been cmployed to frame this a&t. Mr Arthur Young gives a copy of
a4 E) = E'J L4

that

Memoir, and fome able Strictures on the aét of 1773, in his Political Arithmetic,

ey i
publifhed in 1774. Edi.

Vide Appendix, No 8, Art. ¢
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yearly average exportation amounted to 848,660 quarters, and
the yearly importation only to 15,043 quarters ; fo that our
exportation was as 1 to 14, and the importation only as 1 to

74.2.of our produce ¥,

3ut thefe were our halcyon days, and we have feen the me-

lancholy reverfe.

During the twelve years from 1773 to 1784 inclufive, there
were imported of foreign grain, upon an average yearly,
578,358 quarters, and our exportation amounted only to
267,182 quarters ; {o that the importation has encreafed to
the proportion of 1 to 18, while our exportation is reduced to
that of 1 to 40 of the produce; and the balance of importa-

tion againft us amounts yearly to 311,176 quarters 1.

In the year 1775, there were imported no lefs than
1,163,407 quarters of foreign grain, and only 191,007 quar-
ters of our own grain exported, which brought the importa-
tion, that year, as high as 1 to 8 of the produce, and the ex-
portation fell as low as 1 to 53 1.

It is a hazardous fituation, to be dependent upon the pro-
duction of the lands of other nations for our bread, one day
in every week; and it is a drain, which even the power and
riches of Great Britain cannot long fupply.

* Vide Appendix, No 4.; and No 8. Art. 5.
§ Ibid.
t Vide Appendix, No 2.; and No 8. Art. 5

CHAP. 1V,




[ s, o=

-,

=

(36 AN INQUIRY INTO

Importation of foreign grain, aés like a mole under ground ;
we know nothing of its operations, but by the heaps which
and when thefe heaps come to cover an 8th, an 18th,

1t raifes ;

or even a 475th part of our own foil, it is high time to turn

them down.

[n whatever point of view we confider this a&, it has every
appearance of having been furreptitiouily obtained, or having
been what is commonly called a job; and certainly great muil
have been the addrefs, on the parr of the fuitors, and no lefs
the fupinenefs on the part of adminiftration, when fuch a mea-

fure was carried into effect.

n all cafes of commerce, and more particularly in thofe

=

where the beft interefts of the kingdom are concerned, the
trade ought to be put upon a footing as folid and permanent
as poflible.

The former laws appointed the exportation and importation
of grain, upon which bounties or duties were payable, to be
regulated according to the prices, at the refpeftive places of
exportation or importation ; and, in England, it had been com-
mitted to the juftices of peace at their quarter feflions ; and,
in Scotland, to the Courts of Seflion, Jufticiary, and Exche-
quer, to afcertain the prices.

By the a& 1773, the prices of grain, in England, were left

to be fixed by the former rules ; but, in Scotland, thefe powers

were taken from the fuperior courts, and vefted in the fheriffs
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of the feveral counties, and their fubftitutes, who were ap-
pointed to take proof of the price of grain within their feve-
ral jurifdictions, four times in the year, which was to be the
rule both for exportation and importation from, and to, the
harbours within the feveral counties.

But there was no compulfory claufe in this aé to oblige
cither the juftices of the peace in England, or the {hetiffs in
Scotland, to execute this part of their duty; and an Incongruity
occurred, from which, indeed, the former laws were not free,
that many of the counties, upon the fea coaft, both in Eng-
land and Scotland, were divided by the ftream of a river fall-
ing into the fea, the mouth of which formed a harbour for
both counties ; fo that if the prices of grain in fuch adjoining
counties diE]chd exportation might be going on upon the one

fide of the river, and importation upon the other.

Still, however, the jobbers were not fatisfied ; for the job
was not yet completed. Exportation, as well as lmportation,
was {till limited from three months to three months, by which
their hands were fo far tied up.

Another law was therefore procured, in 1794, by which the
exportation of grain was appointed to be regulated, and the
bounties to be paid according to the prices at the neareft mar-
ket-place to the port of exportation, on the laft market-day
preceding the time of fhipping; {o that, in the very time of
importation, a trader, who had a parcel of grain, upon hand,
which he could fell to maore profit abroad than at home, could

3
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eafily contrive a fale at the neareft market-place to entitle him

to export his grain, and to receive the bounty; and, confe-

no

and importation may be going on at the

The

propriety, and inconfiftency of thefe rules, need no comment.

quently, exportation

fame time, and from the very fame fpot or creek. im-

There is doubtlefs fome plaufibility in that part of the act

by which it would appear to mean, that if a trader

)

~t o
FAVES
imports corn to fupply

)
allow him to re-export it, if he could not find 2

of 1
the neceflities of the country, it would
be hard not to
fale for it in the country ; and it would be ftill a greater hard-
fhip upon him, after having fupplied the place of importation ;
and alfo unjuft to the poor of other places, where the prices were
high, not to allow the remainder to be tranfported, in thipping,
coaftways, to the places where it was fo much wanted. But this
illufory pretence is totally exploded, by the fpirit and firong
fenfe of the former laws, which tell the trader: You are at
liberty to fupply the wants of any part of the kingdom, where
fearcity may happen to be, and which will be known from the
prices of grain, while fuch fcarcity continues, upon payment of
a certain duty, which will be lowered if the prices rife at home ;
but you are not to hoard up quantities of imported grain, to
be a check upon the fale of the next crop of our own lands ;
nor will you be allowed to re-export fuch grain, if you cannot
find your own price in the country ; becaufe that would be
making a free port of the whole kingdom for grain, to the
utter deftruétion of our own agriculture ; neither will you be
permitred to fend your imported grain coaftways, from one
place to another ; for befides, that fuch a meafure would be
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hurtful to the fale of our own grain, it would lay the trade
open to fraud, which fhould, at all times, be aveided ; and, if
you have no fuch temptation, you will conform yourfelf to
the true {pirit of the laws, and will import no more than will
{fupply the neceflities of the place to which your importation
is dire@ted : Nor will you be allowed to import the flour or
meal of any gl'.lin ; for although we may fometimes ftand in

need of corn, we can at no time {tand in need of mills.

Thefe appear clearly to have been the fentiments of our for-
mer legiflators, with refpect to the importation of foreign

grain ; for whatever fpecious arguments may be ufed in favour

of importation, for lowering the price of grain, in times of

fcarcity, the true principle to proceed upon, is, to prevent
{carcity, by giving every poflible protection and encourage-
ment to our own agriculture, which we have feen, from the

experience of more than half a century, is a certain way of

procuring plenty, at reafonable prices.

It has been already clearly evinced, that the importation of
foreign grain, has invariably raifed the prices at home ; nor is
it to be imagined, that an importer will let them down, if he
can keep them up; for he has nothing in view but his own
[Jl‘Uﬂr.

In an unfruitful feafon, when deficient crops oblige our far-
mers to raife the prices, and thereby, in fome meafure, to put
the confumer upon fhort allowance, an importer purchafzs
corn in a neighbouring country, where the feafon has been

52
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more favourable, or where corni is raifed at lefs expence than
in Great Britain ; or where perhaps the country gives a bounty
upon corn exported; and b}r E_:riuging it over, tluty free, he is
enabled both to drive our farmers out of the market, and {lill
to keep up the prices.

To confirm this aflertion, we need only have recourft to the
evidence already before us, founded upon the experience of
near a century ; and we fhall fee, from the Table of the yearly
general exportation and importation, and the yearly price of
wheat, from 1697 to 1784, that the price came down gradually,
as our exportation advanced, and rofe again as it declined, and

as the importation of foreign grain took place *,

It cannot therefore be doubted, but that found policy fhould
direc us, to lay fuch a duty upon foreign corn, imported, as
will balance the advantages which the foreign farmers have
over our own ; that, if there muft be a competition, both par-
ties may {tart equally at market; and, if there muft be high
prices given, it is more for the intereft of the kingdom, in
general, that they be paid for the produce of our own lands,

than for that of other nations.

There may be, no doubt, fuch barren feafons, as may ren-
der a fupply of foreign corn abfolutely neceflary, to prevent
famine ; and in fuch events, powers ought to be vefted in the
King in council, to leflen, or to fufpend altogether, the da-

ties upon corn to be imported ; but, in all other cafes, refpect-

* Vide Appendix, No 4
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ing importation, perhaps we cannot recur to a hetter rule than
the act 1670. But to do this with propriety, will require
great circumfpection and care. We are near the brink of
a precipice, at the fame time that our retreat to a place of
fafety, is not without hazard,

Upon the fuppofition that there are eight millions of people
in Great Britain, whereof two millions and a half are farmers
and cottagers, or people entirely employed in the bufinefs of
manufacturing grain, and that the other five millions and a
half fill up the other departments of the community ; and,
reckoning that two quarters of the different kinds of grain,

=1
L=]

overhead, are neceflary for the fupport of cach perfon, the
amount of the annual confumption, exclufive of the mainte-
nance of the people employed in agriculture, is eleven mil-
lions of quarters¥,

If we thall fuppofe a year, in which Great Britain can Juft
mamtain herfelf and fow the ground, without receiving or
fending out any grain, the eleven millions of quarters would
be the amount both of the confumption and of the produce,
being the exact quantity raifed, after fuppporting the people
and cattle employed in the manufa@ure ; and the exa@® quan-

tity necellary for the other branches of the community,

Bur, in years when we export more than we import, our pro-
duce muft be greater than our confumption; and in years
when we import more than we export, it muft be propor
tionally lefs.

* Vide Chap. I. Page 21. an

e
=
=
0
i
L
)
i
(=1
.
-
H
-
',

CHAP, IV.

(S

F eI T -

T
il e o oory

i
|
0] .l
i
|

&




CHAP. IV.
[

-

R s

S

AN INQUIRY INTO

T.ii‘.

Quaricrs.
For the ten years from 1741 to 1750 inclufive, our

848,600
15,943

exportation, at an average ¥, amounted yearly to

And deduéting our yearly average importation of

There remained of clear yearly exportation - 822,717

oo
2.
"o which being added our yearly confumption of 11,000,00

0D ~

L |

Thefe together made up our produce, amounting to 11,832,771

Quariters.
In the other point of view we muft firft ftate our

]

I 1,000,000

L

yearly confumption of - - -
And our average yearly exportation from 1773 to

1784 inclufive - - - - 267,182
Amounting together to - E - 11,207,182
And from thence deduéting our average yearly

importation - - = - 578,358
Our produce is reduced to - = 10,688,824

.:iail' artfers.
Now, ftating again our produce, in the times of the
11,832,917
10,688,824

profperity of agriculture, amounting to
And our prefent produce of - _
The difference is 1,143,893
quarters of grain lefs, raifed in Great Britain now, than for-
merly, which is about 1 to g of our prefent produce.

¥ The amount of the gxports and impt::‘i.—', in this (katement, will be feen in the

Appendix, No 4
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&

This amazing difference, allowing twelve people for raifing
every hundred quarters of grain, cuts off from Great Britain,
the employment of 137,256 perfons, old and young, who
would have been employed in 1';1'11‘1113 this corn, and transfers
the occupation and profit of the manufature to the lands and

people of other natiens.

Had Great Britain kept this branch of bufinefs to herfelf,
if we compute five quarters of the different kinds of grain
over-head, to make a ton weight, the exportation of the grain
would have atforded employment to 228,778 tons of {hipping

for one voyage *,

And, for the fame voyage, allowing five mariners, young
and old, for the navigation of every hundred tons, it would
have given employment to 11,435 failors, befides labourers
and boatmen, in loading, piloting, &c.

And, if we fhall fuppofe this voyage to take up only one
eighth part of the year, this navigation would have been equal
to the conftant fupport of above 1400 feamen, or to the man-
ning of two fhips of the line; all which, with many other
beneficial confequences, which would attend fuch an exten-
five branch of commerce, have been totally loft to Great Bri-
tain.

It appears, by an extract from the Corn Regifter, that, fo:

* Vide Note, p. 123,

CHAP. 1V,
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the fourteen years from 1771 to 1784 inclufive, the average
prices of the quarter of the different kinds of grain, were as

follows, viz.

Licods e

The quarter of wheat - 2 8 o
barley - 1 3 8

oats - o116 o

rye - - I 10 3

beans - G e

which makes the average price of the quarter of thefe differ-
ent kinds of grain, over-head, to be - Lx 9 3.

If Great Britain had continued, as formerly, to raife and
export at the rate of 832,717 quarters of grain, fthe would
have received, befides the advantages already ftated, for the
pricc of the gr:lin }'L';'.l'])f - L. 1,21?,348 12 8
But inftead of that receipt fhe has yearly

to pay for 311,176 quarters of foreign

crain imported, over the amount of all

her exportation, which comes to - 455,004 18 o

Which makes a yearly balance again{t Great
Britain of - - L. 1,672,943 10 8

Thefe facts merit the moft ferious confideration .

* In the fupplics for the year 1796, no lefs than a million Sterling is voted, to pay

hounties on the importation of foreign grain. This fum, at the rate of feventeen
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Having feen our average yearly produce brought to nearly
twelve millions of quarters, when Great Britain enjoyed the ex-
port trade ; and again reduced to little more than ten millions
and a half, when that trade was loft ; there can be nothing more
clear than that the quantity of corn fown, will, at all times,
be proportioned to the demand ; and that, as our agriculture

fhall be extended, the number of our people will be increafed.
? I

It is, however, to be confidered, that we have now, for a
confiderable period, been accuftomed to receive a yearly im
portation of near 6co,oco quarters of grain, or about an
eighteenth part of our own provifion, from foreign countrics;
and if we fhall cut off or lofe that fupply, before our agricul-
ture {hall be fo far extended, as to be fuflicient to fupport the

kingdom, at reafonable prices, without it, the fhock migh

T

1
ve

Tuinous,

The great increafe of population in Great Britain, during
the prefent century, would appear to have taken place chicll
from the year 1708 to 1763, when agriculture flourithed, and
when the great trade, of raifing and exporting corn, felt the

Millings per quarter, being the average of the different rates of bounty for wheat,
may pr € an imy ation'of 1,197,004 quarters ; w hich { L.
per quarter, would, together with the mil : 256
and although it may not be poffible to procur: I ¥

from the vigorous meafures taken to preve lied

to the purchafe of other grain. Allowing

mav remain with our own merchants, as

rai ¢ b H " - ey 1 it
Britain, for foreign grain may, a il probabiy

L Edi

CNe 'y

i

CHAP. IV
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fame prote@ion and

g |

enjoyed a like fuccefs with our other ma-

ufafures Yor: finc o 18 vear Q
nulactures.  ror, fince that time to the year 1yo4, enmugra-

: T
ticn, celonizat

and war, have drawn fo largely from the
wber of our inhabitants, that the alarming increafe of im-
portation, in fo fhort a period as thefe twenty years, cannot
|

ibed to an additional confumption, from advancing po-

3 nor does it appear, that it can be entirely accounted

G aclory manner, by any other caufe, than th
difcouragement occafioned by the change of {fyftem in the Corn

Laws, which has turned the mduflry of the people, from the
raifing of eorn, to objects of lefs inportance to the profperity
of the kingdom.

From the refult of experience, during a period of feven hun-

dred years, we have found, that the principles of the Corn
Laws ought to be calculated to encourage the people
to improve their lands, and to raife as much corn as the

foal and climate will admit : An objet which can only be at-

tained, by fecuring a certain and {teady ma

for his produce ; not only by preventing importation, but al-
{o, whenever it thall appear, from the moderate price of grain
at home, that a greater quantity has been raifed, than is re-
quired for the annual fupply of the inhabitants, by giving

fuch a bounty on exportation, as fhall enfure a ready vent

for our excrefcent ftock in foreign countries. It is not enough

a nation raifes;, in general, a fufficiency of corn for

the confum

ption of its inhabitants: It muft be accuftomed

to ratie conliderably more, in order to afford plenty in bad
i

tealnme s amd Sre -
CallOIs €L 1t

1ght be diftinguithed by a greater or

&=

1le A1
cin QL
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lefler exportation ; but, on no occafion, ought it be reduced CHAP.1v.

to the neceflity of ; nporia

on, and having recourfe to foreign

countries, for an expenfive and precarious relief.

In the courfe of this Inquiry, it has a ypeared, that thofe
ury, I »
happy effeéts have been beft promoted by the laws of 1670,
1688, 1706, and 1732 ;: and, in order that the principles of
i Fi 3 T ] 3 l I

thofe laws may be clearly underftood. we fhall exhibit a Table

. o ¥ 3

fhewing the prices, bounties, and duties, by which the Corn
Trade was regulated, under the old {¥ftem

o ¥ 4

* To enable the reader to compare thefe with the prices, bounties, and duties, by
which the Corn Trade is msw regulated, under ithe law of 1791, a fimilar Table of
them is given along with that referred to by the Author., Zdir.

ey
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If we ﬂm[‘- return to the fyftem eftablifhed by the old laws 8,
it is to be Loped that we may foon recover the happy fituation
in which our *;-.r[uultute flourithed for more than half a ¢en-
tury after the Union; and, taking thofe laws for our bafis,

we may thence deduce the followin \g theorems

, That, whenever the prices of grain, at home, are fuch
as :11!1.11( ate plenty, a bounty ought to be given upon CXporta-
tion ; and that bounty ought to be continued, until the Pprices

rife to a certain height,

2d, That, when the prices rife to the Jirft degree, the bounty
ought to ceafe ; but exportation fhould ftill be permitted, un-
ul the prices rife to a fecond degree,

34, That, when the prices rift to the JSecond degree, exporta-
tion ought to be prohibited.

4tb, That, when the prices rife to a third degree, importa-
tion ought to be permitted, upon payment of duties; and
thofe duties thould be leflened, if the prices increafe.

5tb, That, no flour, or ground-grain, ought to be allowed
to be imported. i

6¢h, That, corn, once imported, ought not to be again ex-
porru! ; nor carried coz I.ﬂ\‘.’;.}‘; from one port to another.

7tb, That, as either ¢Xportation or importation may be

CHAP IV
[ T |




CHAP. IV,
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carricd to excefs, powers ought to be vefted in the King in
Council, to reftrain or prohibit exportation, or importation ;
and that either generally, or in particular places, as may ap-
pear to be moft beneficial to the kingdom at large *,

cil, for f];rp-:h-."i‘.l
fully dep

gpon by the Public; efpecially by that part of the community, who are engaged

% The power here prepofed to be vefted in the King in Coun

the operation of the laws, might render them too uncertain to 1

in raifing corn: a bufinefs of itfelf fo pre s, as to require both a fixed and

permanent {yftem for its encouragement. This objedtion is cbviated in the fellowir

Chapter, where it is propofed that the fuf] power, velted in the King in Coun-
I ? k b 23

cil, fhould be exercifed upon the recommendation of an Executive Board, by which

the Rate of the grain in the country wonld be conftantly a tained ; and, by whofe

reports, exportation and importation would be regulated.
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;(}&IJ'T'[ IOUGH the true {pirit and conftru@ion of the Corn CHAT.

Laws have already been conveyed to us, by our fore-

i
A

ﬁ
|

fathers, they have not been equally fuccefsful in the rules laid

down for the execution of thofe laws.

A national object of this importance would require to be

==

put under the direction of perfons of the firft confideration :

and the laws, for its encouragement and pr ection, ought

to be executed with the utmoft precifion. We have feen
the agriculture of Great Britain flourifhing under the benign
influence of the former falutary laws; and we have {een it

blafted by the hafty application of contrary rules.

l]“ we i]]:l.]] Ill'l il 'It:]“l_' T.'h-’.,! ]"II;'.{I: ||\_‘.-c‘ fi;”_{_'d i,]] thl: 1"..'\'1."" {j|. 0
Pl I
rems, which concluded the foregoing « hapter, to be the foun-

dation of our Corn Laws, we may confider how far the exe-

E_:
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cution of them may not be rendered more prompt and certain
than heretofore, and frand more effeually prevented,
Although England and Scotland be politically incorporated,
and that, in the preifent cafe, the fame prices, bounties, and
duties, and the fame rules, will anfwer for both countries ;

yet, from their being under a fep: jurifdiction, as well a

from a diverfity of climate and crops, it appears neceflary that
il 2 L - f e
cach fhould have a {feparate inftitution for the exec

1
3

LA WS,

Let us fuppofe the three junior Judges of the courts of

King's Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, with a fecre-

tary or clerk, with fuitable appointments, to be formed into

a Court for the Confervation of the Agriculture of England; and

two of the Judges to be a quorum *. And the three junior

Judges of the courts of Seflion, Jufticiary, and Exchequer, in

Scotland, with a fecretary or clerk, and fuitable appointments,

g £ =15 ] 7
Vaiion Ol a]“‘ i ) i

to be formed into a Court for the €

fnre of Scotland ; and two of thele Judges to be a quorum.

Let us fuppofe England to be divided into ten diftricts, and
1
i

Scotland into five ; and, to avoid the confufion and irrecularity

artiing from exportation and importation going on at the fame

time; in the fame harbour or creck, let the divifions

as much as

to headland, or
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B,

where there are no harbours or crecks; and let the neighbour- CHAP. V.
ing counties form the diftrict, as follows*; '

ENGLAND,

From Berwick to Redcar, comprchending the {ea coafts of 11t Di
the counties of Northumberland and Durham 5o and
; S ;
counties to form the diftrict.
d 1 . 1 f 1 c :
From Redcar to Spurn-head, comprehe nding the fea coaft of :d Ditria,

Yorkihire ; and that county to form the diftrict,

From Spurn-head two Orfordnefs, comprehending the fea 31 Dinsa

SRR RS S ey

coafls of the counties of Lincoln, Norfolk, and Suffolk, and

tihe navigation of the Humber; and thefe, with the counties

of Cambridge, Huntington, Northampton, Warwick, Lewcel~

]
i

ter, Rutland, Derby, and Nottingham, to form the diftrict

o

From Orfordnefs to Dungenels, compr

r
£

coalt of Effex and Kent, with the navigation of ri o]
| ik |

I'hames ; and thefe, with the counties of Surrv, Berks. Ox. !
» 3 g ] |

1

ford, Buckingham, Middlefex, Hertford, and Bedfor
» o 3 2

form the diftrict

From Dungenefs to the Eafter limit of Dorfetfhire compre-  5thDiftrict
hending the fea coalt of Suflex and Hampfhire; and thefe

with \Vi.]i.lh-ll‘u, and the e of Y‘\-"!_;:,i!:, to form the

* The divifion of the difiri&

headland, appears to be liable t

to obviate in his arr




= 'J | cth Diftzict.
i

) l 1t Diftrick.

A NI m, TTT <r
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I’ rn limit of Dorfi C -
prehe ( I} Devon-
3i Lo e e
ihiire ai ticie counties to 1orm tine autrice,

From Minehead to Pen Kenny's Point, comprehe:
ea coaft of Somerfetfhire, Monmouthihire, Glamorg
3 1 [ * I - 1 i e -|-r 1 )
Caermarthenfhire, and Pembroke! ., with the

O Tt * 1
with the counties of Gl

QUICCILCY, Iaclc-

Merionethfhire, Carnar-

"

2 of ; and thele, with

1orfhire, and Shropfhire, to form the diftrict.

al Point

, comprehending the
re, Flintfhire, Chefhire, and

Lanca-

y form the diftriét

PR o . i
otaliordinimre, to

Fro com
i (: {1 ¢ X 1 ' 1 .
prehending the {ea coaft of Wefltmor umber-
Il 24 . 1 s ".
and thele count with the l f Man, toform th

SCOTLAND.

- - - 1 1
the bottom of the Firth, to the bottom of

From

Loch Long, comprehending the fea coalt of the counties of

Dumfries, Kirkcudbright, Wigtoun, Air, Renfrew, and Dum-
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barton, with the navieation of the eaft fic , and CHAP. Y

5 : - o ' "~ ey i ; e L
the navigation of the Clyde; and thefe, with tlie county of

Lanark, to form the diftrid

ad Diftry

T-
:
b n, tl
3 3

s and Fife, with the navigation of the Tay to the Bri

rth, and of the north fide of Forth : l the
i counties, with thofe of Pe )

From the Bridge of to Ber

i coalt of the counties o Stirling,
H rton, ; and thele counties, with

, Selkirk, and Roxburgh, to form the dif .
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Thefe are the divifions which occur to us to be the moft
COIY n accordi 1g to the befll of our informa-
i ' we are far from ].1_\."::!-1'-; them down
unex a work of this nature, it is fufficient
thar a1 plan be propofed, leaving it to be canvaffed

at the county meectings in the feveral diftricts, and the par-

ticulars to be afterwards arranged and fixed by the legiflature.

Now, courts to be conftituted, and the dif-
tricts to be fixed.
At Michaelmas, yearly, when the harvelt will be generally

over in England, let the fheriffs call a jury of twenty-four
grave fubftantial people, fuch as are orcinarily called upon
' , In every county; and, in Yorkthire, in every
i

let this jury declare, upon oath, from their own

or {from fuch evidence as they fhall think proper
‘¢ them, their opinion of the ftate of the crop,
and of the prices which the feveral kinds of grain may be
worth for the er ifuing feafon, within their relpective counties.
L:_: thefe verdiéts be immediatel y fent to the Secretary of
he Court of Confe n‘mun, who, from thence, is to make out
i average account of the feveral prices of grain within the
relpective diftricts; which is to be laid before the Court, and,
by their authority, publifhed in the G razette, and to {land as
the rule for exportation and umportation within the feveral
diflricts, until another general report fhall be publifhed, unlefs
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the fame fhall, in the mean time, be altered 1 by the King’s pro-
clamation,

At Ladyday, when the feed, in England, will he moftly in

the ground, let juries again be impannelled in every fhire, and

in every Riding of Yorkthire ; and let them declare, u

- N i el A S Al S e "
oath, from their own knowledge, or from fuch evidence i1

they may think proper to call before them, their opinion of
the value or prices which the feveral forts of grain, within
their feveral counties, may be worth until harveft; which +

dicts are to be immediatel ly reported to the Secretary of the

Court of Confervation, from whence he }s to make out an

average account of the prices of the different kinds of

within the feveral difty 1éts, which is to be laid before the Cour

and, by their authority, publifhed in the Gazette - and

ftand as the rule for exportation and importation within the
1 A

feveral diftriés, until another general repore fhall 1

I

unlefs the fame fhall, in the mean

L
Letll CIINE, |

King's proclamati

Let a weekly account be kept in one o;

county, and m each Riding of Yorkfhire.
markets are ufually held, and if more tha

miles diftant from each other, of the

kinds of corn, grain, or meal,

P | HeCo
1 .....-".\.'Illl'__.

pounds avoirdupois, for the quarter of meal in thofe markets
which accounts are, 1mmedi: itely after the markets, to be fent

to the Secretary of the Court of C nferv

tion, from whence

"lL 15 o m

K¢ up an average account of the prices of the dif




AN

ferent kinds of grain, within the feveral diftriéts, to be laid

before the Court once every week #,

Thus the Court of Confervation, being in pofleflion of the

general flate of the crop, and of the value of the different
kinds of grain, in the feveral diftricts, twice every year, and
of the weekly flate of the markets, in the event of any fud-
den rife of the prices of grain, either from known or unknown
caufes, or from the appearance of a late or a bad harveft, or
in the cafe of any confiderable fall in the prices, the judges
have it in their power to lay the cafe before the King in
Council, in order to procure fuch an alteration in the exporta-
tion or importation, as they fhall judge moft for the good of

gdom at large.

In exccuting this part of their duty, it is not to be doubted

it the judges will act with fuflicient cauntion and circum-

pection, to fruflrate any artifices for rauing or falling of

markets.
And here it may be proper to obferve, that the weftern coaft,
both of England and Scotland, from the difference of climate,

15 not lo well adapted to the production of corn, as the eaftern

coaft, and confequently that the prices of grain mufl, in gene-
ral, be higher in the one fide of the ifland than the other; be-

{ides, there are other populous grafing and manufa@uring

ich never raife corn fuflicient for their own con-

with fome amendment might anfwer this purpol

g
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...... piton; and, upon the ealtern coaft, fome of the s CH
may enjoy a plentiful harvef, while others, from alefs favour-
ble {eafon, have reaped bur a feanty one.
1 In fuch cafes it is well worthy of the attention of the I
-'-1-\!- {lature to l.:-.]':'li_l-’}\,:" how far it would not be proper to
1d- {fome bounty equal to the fre fe ritl 1
n one diftrict to another, or cven from the one fide of t!
or rather t import fo s for it
o5 ut of ¥ for every hundred quarters of fo-
reign grain, which we bring into the kingdom, we cut off the
12 bread and employment of twelve of our own people, old and °* Y
young ; or, more properly {peaking, we prevent the exiftence '.
of fuch a number of additional people, with the proportional B
production of cattle, horfes, &c. by employing the lands and "\’,:
ed labour of other nations ¥, At any rate it would a ppear to be :.
- neceflary to give every eafe poflible to the rranfiniffion of our |
of own corn from one part of the kingdom to another, by per- .
mitting it to be fhipped and carried coaftways, or by inland 5
navigation, without any cuftom-houfe difpatch, or any othe: i
R, detention whatever. And to prevent frauds, by carrying fuch
i corn abroad, it may be declared, by a law, to be highly penal
h_Ll’ to load any corn for exportation, without entry at the cuftom-
i houfe: And all reftraints upon buying and felling of corn,
- except thofe upon foreflalling and regrating the particular mar-
_b'“" kets, ought to be removed.
ring

on- The fame rules for carrying on the bufinefs of the Court of

* Vide Appendix N° 8, Art. g.
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apply to that of Scotland, and

they need not therefore be repeated.

Te {hall now proceed to mention what occurs to us, with

ticular bufinefs of exportation and importa-

tion ; what the probable eXpence may be attending the e3

the general but {till thi
R E haittacls sprht for reaior sl £ S|
branch ot the trade, oupit, 10T realons alrcady cnumerated,

to be attended to with the utmoft pre ifion.

of the juries, at

Ladyday and Michaelmas, will eltablith the ieral flate of

the prices of the feveral kinds

n i;:'.‘-.'-l.l_'_;l‘n-'.:.‘ the ];iu;:'—

l|l - | 11 b . b 0Y
the trade, will poard it
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railing

It no doubt anfwers the fame purpofe to give the bounty to

the merchant who exports the grain, becaufe he is therchy

to pay a proportionally higher price to the farmer ;
and, from his knowledge and correfpondence in the trade, he

may find a market for it, when the farmer cannot.

Jut to guard againft fraud has been always the chief dif-

ficulty in the. execution of the Corn Laws; for where profi

is to be obtained, there will be people ready to break th
or to evade the ftriGteft laws, even thofe moft beneficial tc

the kingdom,

On the plan recommended, it will be the object of the law
to provide, that the corn and meal to be exported, upon which
a bounty is to be paid, is really and truly of Britith growth ;
that it is neither corn of foreign growth, nor mixed with fo-

reign corn ; that it is not corn ground, or malt made from

corn of foreign growth, nor mixed with forcign grain; and

-\’n. -
. P
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erowth which had been for:

d. and afterwards relanded.

T'o obviate thefe difficulties, as far as poflible, it may be

- iien | e | ] i LR B B ] i e | shat +tha . "
l.-:ii]!Uf_‘{‘., that the exporter iall maxke oati, that thc cori 1

tended to be {].;il'hl‘lg d ]J\ ]ﬁtl'., for ExXp ‘1'[:':'_-'_:1-_}, was pulc hafed
by him, or by perfons immediately empl

L o :
Britifh farmers, or ratlers of corn;

his knowledge and belief, 1t 1s net of foreign grov
mixed with corn of foreien growth ; and that it is not corn of
L o L

Britifh growth, which had formerly been exported, and after

i T
wards relanded, nor mixed with {uch corn.

[t may be objected, that fuch niceties would be a reflr:
upon the trade, and a bar to the transference of property; but

where bounties are to be given for the general good, upon as

eafy terms as is confiltent with a proper guard againit fraud,
the receivers are not entitled to {crutnife, or to find fault
with the rules prefcribed by the generous benefadtor.

Fair dealers will find no fault with proper reftrictions

can thefe rules in the f{malleft degree obftruét export

1 ] i

In all countries there are people who tread upon the heels of

the fair trader; and, in cafes of this kind, where penalties

muit be affixed to tranfpreflions, f{uch people might na

perfons as exporters, to qualify their cargoes, as had ne

character nor property to lofe.

Exportation of corn, according to the former laws, ou



wle in Thips ewned by Britth born fubjedts, rehding

in the Brinlh dominions, and whereof the mafter, and at leait

+ e £ =l b . -~y . - 1
two thirds of the mariners, are alfo 1

¥ I tO%

ritifh {fubjeéts ; and tl

1+
Li

exporter ought to give bond, under the penalty of L. 1o per
ton, that the corn fhipped, {hall be carried abroad, and not

relanded in Britain ; but the bounty thould be payable, al-

: ik + i
at {fea, or be taken by enemics ;

1 - al

though the grain fhould pes
i g

and the bond ought to be given up, upon producing prope:

certificates that the corn was really landed in a foreign coun-

try, or that it had perithed at fea, or had been taken by ene-

nics.

The difpatch of bufinefs is of great confequence 3 and the
1
]

laws have allowed the oflicers of the cuftoms to make choice
of two facks out of twenty, and from the q £ cor
contained in thefe, to compute the quantity {hi

If we could expec the long wifhed for equzlifation of the

weights and meafures of Great Britain, we would propofe, that

the bounties thould be made payable according to the weight

of the quarter of well drefled middling Bi

rule, while it deals out juftice to the public, wonld
greatly, in a fhort time, to ftamp a fuperior value upon Britifh
grain, at foreign markets. Bur, if this cannot be the cafe, the
farmer 1s much {afer to fell his grain to the merchant by mea-
fure, than by weight; becaufe his own meafures will be fome

fort of check, and there is probably lefs opportunity of deceit,

in the diverfity of the meafures, than in that of the wei
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. . . 1. 13 3
uand corn ihould be

for the difpatch of bufinefs, when fuch er

brought i {acks

were authorifed to make choice of two facks out of twenty,
and from thence to compute the weight of the meal to be

d, for which the bounty is to be paid. '

By the act 1973 the bounties payable upon corn ground (ex-
cept oatmeal *) are taken off; while the foreign farmer is per-
mitted to import his flour, upon payment of a mere trifle of

i
cuties,

It is not ealy to difcover a reafon for this part of that law;

for it gur farmers are to be allowed a bounty upon the ex- |

By the aft 1771, the quarter of oatmeal is fixed at 276 pounds aveirdupois, upon |
which a bounty of 2s. 6. is payable. DBy the former laws, the bounty upon 244

made from wheat or ot

gramm, upon which a bounty was

made ; which brings the w of the quirter to 4458

quarter of all kinds of y ought to be the fame; and a bouanty

pounds of oatmeal, will be equal to 2s. 6d. upon 256 pounds.
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at in body, they are much b

, when, by the manufa@ure

value of it, to the commuon {t

they add 10 per cent. of the

of the induflry of kingdom ; and 1c per cent, more, for
the cloth ufed in {a Ior 1t is th o be ho e :.

 §
this bounty, and the clauie for difpatch in the bulinefs of ex-

will be replaced

Il

'he bounties upon expor

1
the ce
thapping, within 11X months
1

fented to the commiflioners

1 ooy . 1
.Et'l'.]"."ll reipectively 3

bear intereft at the rate of

mentioned what oceurs

1on of 1ts

:
W, and the eXecu

T e | ] S paltn SIS 1
LdhC OIS conlideration

* for carrying on the external

Couart.

> prefumed, thac the jury

upon their own expences, for
but to call them together, to ingrofs the fey

: i ;
procedure, and make the reports to the Cour

mult be attended with !'r.:t;h-.-ﬁp: rce,

P i, 1 . i T
aitional piece of !!'.'.L".' Lo l"L‘

1
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> th

up the prices of

al markets, and to tranfmit the lame, Werl

corn,
) be re rding to the determinavon of the juftice: |

he p o be paid quarterly out of the county rates;

in ere there were no county rates, this part of

the law could not be executed t. Befides, this law extends

oats, and beans, in

: A . ; d z
only to the prices of wheat, rye, barley,

y
in Scotland : And, to an-

{wer the prefent purpofes, the prices of all kinds of grain in

ufe for the food of mankind, and the prices of meal, made

mult be returned.

l'-—- -I-‘ j‘——‘- wrag

o JLAS (SR W 3 '\Jl
Reafonable falaries muit be made to the judges, and to

their fecretaries or clerks, and a proper allowance for the con-

ingent expences of the courts.

As every plan, fuggelted to the public confideration, ought

to be made as complete as poflible, we fhall here {pecify cer-

# Hitherto, when fuch duty was committed to the jultices of the peace,

'l"]‘t‘:"-"' it was not executed ; and, asalaw of the propofed kind, cannot have

wifhed-for effed, without prompt and diflinét execution, it would appear to be ne-
:-.'Iﬂl.r}'irl CONVey the power to the ihurili-.s, a5 an .iL'!IjI[||JK.':I1..I..‘.!I.' part of their office.

1' ;\llhm'..:.';h p*.'.'\\'il'.—m'_ may te made for the payment of the t';-l'l;-n who takes up
and tranfmits the market prices, [hill it would appear neceflary to have a penal claufe

nferted to infure the excention of his duty.
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tain articles, which it appears to us may form the principal CHAP.¥
- = - - N, )
heads of the expence of executing this law.

i In England there are 51 counties, befide Yorkfhire, in which
there are 3 Ridings, each of them larger than many counties ;
1c¢ and as we have propofed a jury in each county, and in each

of thefe ridings, there would be in all 54 juries in England.

of o . e

In Scotland there are 34 counties, but as 6 of thefe are very
{mall, and are, at prefent, feverally conjoined with other coun-

m 5 A T T - v e . .

' ties, under the jurifdiction of one fheriff’; 28 juries will ferve
e for Scotland.

1 1n

ads The number of market towns, from whence the weekly re-
turn of the prices are to be made, ought to be regulated ac-
cording to the numbers of people, and extent of the counties

[ or ridings. 'We fhall propofe thefe to be arranged as follows :
0li-

IN ENGLAND.
INoi  COUNTIES. | MARKET TOWNS. No|
| _:!
1 Cornwall ‘ | [
2'Devonthire ||
3 Dorfetihire i ||
4 Somerfetfhire II I

5 Wiltfhire ; i l
i 6 Hampfhire | oo

7Suflex ‘ 5

b 8 Surry . i
i gKent |' 4 |
: 1oGlamorganfhire

1 1[Monmouthihire I

12/Gloucefterfhire : !

1 3/Berkfhire | [
j|oers ; | :

[14Oxfordfhire |

1 5{Buckinghamfhire |

i1 6iMiddlefex | .
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COUNTIES.

s IS o
! ‘n
e T O
I ihire
o T | e |
2 i ¥ hire
21| knocklhire
i :
2 reand e
-I j Pl
WAUNOTINITE
: 3
riercrordain
Wor
I. “'I|‘Il
rehampte e
g Bedfordihire

2g untingdonfhire

e ambridoelhire
oLambridgelhire

yimuffolk

132 Men tZome ryfhire
A e - . ==

12 2Merionethfhire

134 ."f.ln'..-_imi hire

1siSraffordfhire

iz6/Leicelterfhire

g;l‘luifdlhl”iirﬁ

-'ih‘::'\'urt'}:ik
i2gCarnarvonthire
1 ;;.\1131;._-1&'1 ;
l41{Denbighfhire

42(Flintfhire

L1 2|Chethire

E,«;_;_ED; l'h)'ﬂ:iri_
l4.5Nottinghamf{hire
|46 Lincolnthire

| 47|Lancafhire

|45 Weftmoreland
{49 Cumb rland
|ecDurham

; i Northumberland

lc 2 Yorkihire, E. i{it]ln-__'__'
|- 3 Ditto, North Riding|

-4 Ditto, Weft Ridin

.
5

i
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SCOTLAND.

COUNTIES.

MAREKET TOWNS.

I ll-.;\i.:.|||..|.|:]._':_‘I1'.|]I.|-|1.L'
Haddingronfhire
derwickihire
sxburghihire
| 5Perthihire
| 6!Mearns

~Aberdeenfhir

Slnvernefsthire

-:’j'l:ﬁll_.‘JI!"_J.l kfhire

I1C [jt'-.'.llll,i:n

11 Lanark

12 Dumifriesthire

't 3 Wigtonfhire

14 Ayrihire

1 § Dumbartonihire

{16 Renfrewthire

i1 78Stirling and Clackmanan
b &) Lill]i[ily;cnu‘

19 Argylefhire

20 Bute

21 Fife and Kinrofs

22 Forfarfhire

123 BanfHhire

24 Caithnefs and Sutherland
:2 s|Elgin and Nairn
_1r'3'(l|'1<IIL-)-' and Shetland

7Rofs and Cromarty
28 Kircudbrighe

e

N —
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CLAR YV e b LY TO O] B T P tne T S e P S
CHAP. V. Tet us {fuppofe the falary of the three Judges in

o

«+ 300 each - - L.goo o
{ etanm = clerk 4=

To their {ec

Contis

Salary of the
e +
{ed to be L. 200 each

{eerctary or clerk

JEEOE, INEE I
L0 Thelr

Continerent ex 1 F=l E
Lonnngent CXpences Jo O

Expence of calling 108 jurics in England vearly,
and of engrofling procedure, and ma-
king their reports, at L.10 each jury - 1080 © ©

Expence of calling 56 juries in Scotland yearly,
1g their minutes of procedure,

and of 1n;
and making their reports, at L.10 cach jury 560, o €

r rerurns from

Expence of the week

3]

market-towns in England, and in

Scotland, m all , at L. 5 yearly each

Total L.

The above being thé probable amount of the expences at-

propofed Court of Conferva-

tending the eftablithment of the

= Tall e 1 4 R, Bl oy R = 14 B
tion, we fhall proceed to ftate the probable means by which

e Y-, ~
efe expences may be defrayed.

For the forty-four years, from the 1741 to 1784 inclufive,

there have been, upon an average, imported and exported
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yearly, to and from Great Britain, 737:097 quarters of grain, CHAP.V.
of which more than one third has been wheat, or wheat flour,
or malt made from wheat, and the remainder of other grain,

It may be prefumed, that the amount of importation and

exportation together, will rather exceed than fall thort of this
quantity in future, as we have feen, that for many years,

when the ex tation trade was entirely in the pofleflion of

Great Britain, the quantity yearly exported, upon an average
F o L = B

amounted to 848,660 quarters.

Taking, therefore, the average of the importation and ex-
portation, as above, and fixing an executive premium of oni-

1

ur, or malit

ly 2d. upon the quarter of all wheat, wheat

made of whe t, ill‘l'l‘-ui'[\'(‘. and L‘Kllt"]'l'\_'[!; and 1-td. upon the

her kind of grain: this premium, upon

s of wheat, &e. at 2d. per quarter,

will amount to - L.izogg 3 2
A

e S
L3010 1PoIl
i

.]t'jI:':Er‘.:‘- quarters or other graim, at 1-.d. pet

737,697

SN2y

= o) 1r 1 i | it Bais P
ave rife to this Werk ; and, feelin

ber of the community, to fuggell fu

" *3 Sy | v Rlic o | ar ] i
may 1n any way contribute to the | 1blic goodl ; we liave, wi

ftated the meafures that have

riculture of Great Britain may be pro-
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d, with the moft certain profpe of fuccefs: and by

.", the -"?-C;‘-'iltl'ﬂ{'ltill Corm may, in a reafonable -"-'-'--‘ he

revived in this country : a branch of commerce. the extenfion

h is the fureft index of national profperity, and of an

ing population, fuch as adds effectually to the firength

. ] 1 Al
| { powcr of the {tate .

[t were to be withed, that the community at large would

i b b

view Agriculture, as the firft object of national in

1o B T -
lportance ;

[

-aufe, unlefs it profper, all other purfuits are

Yet, fuch is the flutuation in the minds of men, that

times it has been treated as of the firft confequence to the
itate, and, at other times, caft oft’ as unworthy of confider-
ation.

5 the time may be

et to come, when, amid{t the mul-

) ¥
y of other fuitors, Agriculture fhall be enabled to prel

* 5o great is the diffierer

Ce ElL‘l“'{'l'i] t:l_d,' I',\‘."F!

tion produced by the extenfion

of Agriculture, and that ing from a premature encouragement of Manufac-

and Commer

¢, that it is remarked by Mr Arthur Yo ung, in his Tour

wigh France, that fuchwas the wretched ftate of the lower clafles of the pec ple,

1 that country, in confequence of the depre > of Agriculture, and the

lcareity of provifion, that the nation would at that time, in 14785, have been in a
[ar lourifhing flate with four or five mill of inhabitants. See vol.
- G D oy g He s rhar - v e & £
1 I 1 169, on Pop ion, and -_h.l]\- 20. page 510, on Manufatures.
In ¢l is able Work, particular]

iwly in thefe two chapters, the impor-

y Grawn from facks of great magnitude, ii|;'l.'.-, in the cleareft and

ilture in CYCTy country.
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through ths

crowd, and claim the actention of the Public.
I'o become its patrons would do honour to the higheit charac-
ters 1n the ftate; and, in any eflential effort made for its ad-
vancement, we might look up with confidence to the protec-
tion of our Sovereign, the beneficent promoter of whatever
can tend to increafe the happine(s of his people, and the pro-

{perity of his kingdom.

CHAP. V.
L—-"‘."“ﬂa—."







SUPPLEMENT.

LETTER 1L

From Mr Mackie, Farmer in Ormiflon, to the Editor, containing
a Review of the Corn Laws, and an Account of the Corn Trade,
Srom the periods to wbhich they are brought dowen in the preceding
Inguiry to the year 1793 ; with fartber Suggeflions for the Im-
provement of the Corn Lazws.

Ormiston, in East Lothian,
1oth December 1795,
DEAR Sir,

N confequence of your defire, I have perufed, with atten-
tion, your late Father’s Inquiry into the Corn Laws of this
country, and agree with him in opinion, that a judicious fy{-
tem of regulation, reftriéting the frec importation of foreign
corn, and affording a bounty on the exportation of our own
produce, when low priced in the home market, is abfolurtely
necellary for preferving the agriculture, profperity, and in-
dependence of Great Britain ; and for fecuring that decided
fuperiority of internal refource, which at prefent the {fo hap-
pily enjoys, even in times of neceflity, over the furrounding

nations.

Previoufly to afligning my reafons in fupport, of the prin-

ciples laid down in the preceding Inquiry, it may be neccilary

e

.-
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e,

1
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to remark, that they ftand in oppofition to the theory of one
of the firft political writers in this or any country, (Dr Adam
Smith on the Wealth of Nations) who afferts, that the re-

(training laws are hurtful, and that a free importation and
:

exportation of Corn would at all times be beneficial to the
I

tate. I dhall therefore, firft, take a view of your Father's

{entiments, contrafted with thofe of Doctor Smith, on the

Corn Laws; and afterwards, by way of Supplement, bring

down his account of the Import and Exporc trade

1 : : PRty e :
to the prefent time; giving, attac

count of the part ftatutes which have been ena&ed by

the Legiflature of this country, for regulating this eflential

1 e R e S e S s e (R LN IR
branch of national policy, fince he finithed his Treatife on

that {ubject.

The intention of your late Father’s Work is to eftablifh

ciple—That a judicious fyftem of laws, prohibiting

the importation of foreign corn, except in cafes of abfolute
neceflity, and giving a bounty on the exportation of our own
produce, when low-priced in the home market, gives a per-

manent impulfe to the exertions of the hutbandman, o as re-

3

irly to promote agriculture, and aflord uniformly a more
plentiful fupply of grain in the home market, and at more
1oderate prices, than if no fuch laws were in force ; by which

means the neceflaries of life being more eafily procured, po-

pulation and aétive induftry are greatly promoted, on whic

the power of a fate chiefly depends.

In fupport of this opinion, he brings

chenticared fat, thar fince the 1674, v
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f prohibiting the importation of foreign corn alfumed
more fettled form, and particularly fince 1688, when the
bounty on our own produce was eftablifhed by a permanent
Five, EOT DeAT o Contary sfter thal weriad 1.
laWw, FOT IEUr a century aiter theie PEriods, the average prices
1.

: - - P X
of corn, 1n the

me market, were not only conflidera

cheaper than in the one immediately precedine. but alfs an
o ] (=%}

unmenfe fum was brought into the country, for the

quantity of corn exported, after liberally fupplying the inha-

bitants.

ive and Caules of

The author of the Inquiry into the N

the Wealth of Nations, admits that the average prices of grain
were higher in the laft than in the early part of this century,
after the bounty took effect ; but he denies that it proceeded
from this caufe. ¢ The bounty (he fays) was granted for the
¢ exprefs purpofe of raifing the price of corn in the home
¢ market; and he attributes the fall which afterwards tock
place, to the demand for money, now neceflary for repre-
fenting the accumulating capitals, arifing from the increafing
induftry of the different European flates, in almoft every
country, even where no bounties were eftablifhed, particularly
in France, where, fo far from any bounties being allowed,
corn of all kinds was then totally reftri®ed from being fent
out of the kingdom, to find a foreign market, exportation
being rigoroufly reftricted by the laws of that defpotic govern-
ment. Allowing, however, that the fall in the price of corn
proceeded from the caufe which Dr Smith has here afligned,
I fhall afterwards endecavour to fhow the danger that would
refult to Great Britain, in her prefent fituation, from relaxing

Z 2

e

i
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the force of thofe falutary laws that have hitherto fupported
the agrienlture of this country ; but which, from the accu-
mulating burdens that now reprefs the induflry of the farmer,
will in future, it may be feared, be unable to keep pace with the
growing confumption arifing from the increafing population,
the opulence, and luxury of the inhabitants ; unlefs the wifdom
of the legiflature remove thofe obftrudlions which prevent the
improvement of the wafle lands, and the adoption of a more
perfet mode of cultivation on the ficlds already under the

management of the hufbandman.

The inhabitants of this country may be divided into two
claffes, known by the appellation of the landed and mercan-
tile inrereft, viz. thofe who draw their immediate {upport
from the produce of the foil, and the manufadturers and mer-
chants, who are confumers of the produce. Although the
welfare of thefe two claffes depends, in a great meafure,
on each other’s profperity, yet, at firft fight, their intereilt ap-
pears diametrically oppofite. The manufacturers, and thofe
who live in towns, being daily fupplied from the country,
with provifions for themfelves and thofe employed in their
manufactures, are greatly alarmed at the fmalleflt advance in
the price; being regularly informed from the newipapers,
and other vague authorities, of the moft abundant crops,
which they pretend every year cover the face of the coun-
try. If, notwithftanding this regular prediction, a bad crop
enfucs, and the prices of corn get up in confequence of a real

{carcity, it is attributed only te a manceuvre of the farmers,

and corn dealers ; they are liberally branded with the epithets
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T |
:: of foreflallers and I's, :_ami 14-11.3‘c--;r;;-ll . are ra l'. :-le
by keeping up orn from market, the h of
:T; provifi * 1:"1]_1 put a Jl.i.l"f‘- to 11‘.."':11-.'-I.-.".'||I_'-.-, the

country i ruin. QOpen the ports, is the gen

to bring in corn from the Baltic, where we

for half the money it cofts us ar home, and r

manufatures will revive, and our country reall’
- ed profperity. To fuch language, the government of this
the country has always lent a willing ear, igthened

with the united importunites of the manufaé d mer-

cantile intereft ; men whofe fole occupation, is to feize e y
o favourable opportunity to improve their fortunes; and
Can- living in towns, know the force of combination, and of a@ing
part in concert. Whillt, on the other hand, gentlemen of landed
ner- property, whole revenue, arifing from the produ@ions of
the the earth, without any particular efforts of their own, cane
ure, not perceive with the fame acutenefs, when their general in-
 ap- terelt is attacked, nor be brought to a@ with unanimity and fyi-
hofe rit in warding off the blow. Let me add, alfo, that this apathy
iy, or indolence of the landed intereft, on every fubject refpecting
_111;& agriculture which is broughe before the legiflacure, has of iate
= become more conipicuous, fince rents were wh:}]Jj,' paid in mo-
pers, ney, which prevents them from feeling the immediate bad of-
= fects of thofe regulations on the agriculture of this country,
n*‘ which proceed from the repeated complaints of the mercan-
'L':_L: tile intereft. Accordingly we find government, on many
o occafions, interfering in favour of thar intereft, and abrogat-
L ing the laws refpecting the export and import of corn ; bu it

was not till the year 1773, that a.new law was tramed, repeal-

— e — - _-_.__“' -




e LETT. 1. ine a number of anclent (tatures, made at and prior to the Re-

. 1 e - o . 5
ne the corn trade under an entire new code

growing profperity of Great Britain, in

1 above mentioned, and the immenfe wealth and capi-

q by this country in 1773, when compared with that
in 1688, and the confequent fall in the value of money, we
| imagine, that if any alteration in the Corn Laws had

been necellary, it would have been to raife the rates at which

:'II ‘; '_'c'.;'.,:__-:'-":‘. COrn was allowed to be il‘l]I!(.ll‘tL‘tl1 in order to lu'ut{:@.

r the agriculture of Great Britain, by removing every impedi-

f ment which might obflruct the value of home produce from

' 1 keeping pace with the advancein the price of labour, and of

‘ every manufactured commodity. But there was no occafion

i for fuch an alteration ; the ancient laws had been framed with

¥ §' fufficient wifdom to prote@ and cherifh agriculture, for a

| !Itr great length of time, (one error excepted, which [ fhall after-
1 AP

wards take notice uinj arnl l.hcy would have continued to
have done {o, if they had not been altered by the new code,
framed for the evident purpofe of lowering the price of corn
in the home market, thereby finking the revenue of the land-
ed intereflt, and reprefling the induftry of the hufbandman.

Although it was the exprefs intention of the original infti-
gators of this law (1773) to reduce the prices “of corn in the
home market, to a par with what they had been at, in the
period of forty years immediately preceding; ir, however,

produced no fuch effe@@. The large addition to the national
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capital now in circulation, arifing from the increafe of 4
public debt, from the revenue and internal trade of India
and the rapid advances which the country had made in ma-
nufactures and commerce, fince the peace of 1763, counter-
racted the intended effect of the law. [t, neverthelefs, re-
prefled agriculture, by encouraging the importation of foreign
corn, and funk the profit on the flock employed in the culti-
vation of the foil, below that which was embarked, during
the fame period, in trade and manufactures ; thereby prevent-
ing the additional capital neceflary for producing a return, to
fupply the growing confumption of the country, from being
invelted in agriculture, and even endangering the drawing
out of part of that already engaged in this moft produdiive
branch of human induftry. The impolicy of fuch a fyltem ic
evident ; and accordingly it is to this law that your Father af~
cribes the lofs of the export trade of corn to Great Britain, Iz
however, do not go this length; I admirt its evil tendency,
but am of opinion, it was only one of the caufes that have
produced this effeét ; the others, 1 thall endeavour afterwards
to explain. ~ Previoufly to the pafling of this ad@, the export

trade of grain was rapidly declining, and towards

that period, when the balance b«

L to appear on the
other fide of the account, and ro ftand againft this country.
We muft not therefore be furprized, afier the legiflature
had thus given way to the folicications of the

tile intereft, in lowering the import rates of

find, that a regular fyftem of importation was immediately
formed by the corn merchants, under the finion of this el

t2blithed law, which could not before be carried into exect

e el i ¢ el =y

E%

8
i
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tion, the bringing in of foreign corn being almoft prohibited,
on account of the high importation rates and duties then in
force, and being only allowed by the authority of partial and

temporary {tatutes.

I muft here obferve, that in years of plenty, the farmer
is in general beft paid for his corn; the low price, which
follows from the abundance of the crop, naturally occafions
want of attention, and confequently prodigality and wafte in
the confumers; and the increafed confumption, arifing from
this caufe, has the effet to raife its money price above its real
value. On the other hand, when the price gets high in con-
fequence of a deficient crop, every purchafer becomes of ne-
ceflity an ceconomift, the confumer is ftinted to a bare fuffi-
ciency, and the diminifhed confumption, of courfe, finks
the price below its real value, that is, its prime coft, or ex-
pence beftowed in rearing and bringing it to market*. In
this ficuation, how diftrefling muft it be to the hufbandmen
of Great Britain, to have the prices of grain ftill lowered by
the importation of foreign corn ; which, when once brought

into the country, being lodged in the warehoufes of opulent

& 1 know thecontrary is alledged, viz. Thata certain deficiency in the crop pro-

duces an advance in price in favour of the farmer. [ cannot, however, admit the

faé : in the natural courfe of things, the price of every commodity is regulated by the
demand and quantity at marker. We muil, however, except any interference of go-
vernment, which impedes the regular courfe of circulation, whereby an alarm is ex-
cited in a country ; witnefs the maximum and paper money in France, and the effeft

of the laws and regulations, propoled by the legiflature of this country, for lowsr

ing the price of corn.
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merchants, in the populous towns, where the grain is chiefly

confumed, they are therefore always at hand to pufh a fale,
and fupply every demand, in which they are aided by bank
accounts, and difcount of bills, to give long credits to pur-
chafers. From thefe caufes, the corn merchants have a de-
cided fuperiority in the market over the farmers yand they ac-
tually difpofe of their foreign corn from 15 to I3 percent,
dearer than the farmer can procure for grain of the fame qua-

lity, and the produce of our own foil.

I have obferved above, that the aét of 1773, by lowering
{o confiderably the import rates and duties on the introducion
of foreign corn, gave rife to an eftablifhed fyflem of impor-
tation, and opened the door to fpeculation, of which the corn
merchants wifhed at all times to keep the ey, L e—The
prices of corn in the foreign markets being generally much

lower than in Britain, they were therefore alwavs re

by artifice, to open the ports, before the price of Br
» 3
corn in the home market, rofe to the rate at which

the law allowed the importation of foreign grain: It was
therefore found neceflary, from time to tune, to pafs acts for
counteracting thefe infidious defigns, in order to render the
general law more effe@ual.  Of thefe particular ftatutes, the
following were enacted, after your Father finifthed his Treatife
on the corn laws :

By the act, 21 Geo. 3. cha. 50, fo much of the a@s of 1t
Jas. 2.; 5 Geo. 2.5 6 Geo. 3.; and 14 of Geo.
d

A ae rafmad) ]
3+ 43 TEIpecis thi

etermining the prices of middling Englith wheat
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grain, in the port of London, and counties of Kent and Ef-

fex, are repealed 3 and in lien thereof, by thi

, o aice

rtain the weekly avera

the acual f{iles in the port of Lont

exportation, and the bounties paid thereon. An aver-

age price is alfo direced to be made up from three months

weekly rerurns, on the firft day of the fellions in Lond:

d in January., April, Julv, and September, to repulate 1m-
: ) prii, july, I ' !

portation, and the duty paid thereon, for threc months, in the

port of London, and counties above mentioned.

tion at low duties was

['he Corn Law was {ufpended, impor

xportation prohibited, nll 25th Auguil 1

A1i0¥

-

 oth September 1in Scotland
b

'he a&t 29 Geo. 3. rh.-.'l'.-. £ 8. improved and extended the a&
to. Every corn fa@or in London and {u-

weekly re

rns of his {ales to the

owed into [.t)!lﬁic_;ll, I‘;L'ill, and

niddling Britith grain rofe to the

&

i by the fix laft weekly re

irt of London, immediately preceding the quar-

PR i, LA ISR D At
excepted, which continued to be regulated

by twelve weekly returns, as formerly, The a&t was extended

)

" Encland, which are divided int

corn returns are to be appointed

- E s 1 - + 1- -
by the juftices of the peace in each county, to make weekly

3 of corn, from notr more th

1 twelve, nos
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o
) fewer than eight market-towns in each county; the average e !
e g from the weekly returns, are to be fent to the colle@®ors =Y
5 of the ports in the diftri& for regulating exportation; and the
average prices for the whole diftrit, made up from the fis
- weekly returns, immediately preceding the 11t day of February
ths May, Auguil, and November, are to resulate the importation of
foreign corn, and duties paid thercon.
30 Geo. 3. chap. 1. isan aét of indemnity, for abrogating 1700,

the Corn Laws, in purfuance of orders from the Privy Council,

1

8th January 17go. By this a&, the above orders are con-

dated 11th and 18th November, 23d December 1786, 2d ar

“

firmed, and the Corn Laws fufpended; no kind of Britith
grain being allowed to be exported, except the particular

quantities fpecified for the ufe of the fugar colonies ; and all

forts of foreign grain freely allowed to be brought into every

fu- port in Greatr Britain at the low duties ; the a& to conti

in full force till 2gth September 17g0.
1. 30 Geo. 3. chap. 43. The execution of the corn laws further
i fufpended, oll 28th February 1591 ; but full powers given to

the Privy Council, to permic the exportation of all {orts of

Wl

Britith grain, or {top the importation of toreign orain, w

ever the Privy Council judged it neceflary.

21 Geo. 3. chap. 4. The above two adls amended, and by

a claufi 1 the general Corn Law, which pailed this {ellion,

they are continued in force till its commencement

November 1 701,

Aaaz
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twill be obferved, that none of thefe a&ts for rendering

the law of 1773 more efectual were extended to Scotland : the

confequence of this was, that ewing to the average prices not
being afcertained by the actual fales, whenever the ports

were opened for the importation of foreign grain into Scot-
land, italwavs took place, when the current price of our pro-

duce was confiderably below the reduced rates, at which even

e T i e e e S e R
the law of 1973 allowed the bri 1g in of foreign grain, viz.
wheat at 48s. the Winchefter quarter, &c. And, on the other

hand, when the furplus quantity of grain was fo abundant, as

to admit of exportation, the portsin Scotland were always
fhur, before the I.\l".:'c of home pre duce got up to the limit at
which exportation ends; both cafes militating againft the Agri-

culture of this country.

[ {hall now

Corn Law, viz. 31 Geo. 3. ch. 30. which commenced on the

roceed to give an account of the new general

i 5th November 1791. Itrepeals 1 Jas 2. ch. 1935 1 Gul. and M.
ch. 12; 5 Geo. 2. ch. 12; 10 Geo. 3. ch. 30; 13 Geo. 3. ch. 47;
21 Geo, 3. ch. 50; 29 Geo. 3. ch. §8; and fo much of the
15 Cha. 2. ch. 7th as prohibits the buying of corn to fell again,

and laying it up in granaries, when above certain prices.
As vou have already had occafion to

give a Table thewing the

prices, bounties, and duties, by which the Corn trade is repu-

1 PRy ok T 1.1 I . .
lated, under this act¥*, 1 {hall refer to it, and preceed to give
an account of the general regulations, contained in the adt

Vide p. 14
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The maritime counties of England are divided into

ts, and Scotland into 4 diftri@s, in all 16 diftri

éts. The prices
of grain at the Corn exchange in London, arema

e toregulate
export and import in the firft diftrict,containing the portof Lon-

don, and the counties of Kent, Eflex, and Suflex.  In the other

‘ts, theaét mentions the particular mai

ket towns, at which

prices and quantities of grain actually fold are colle@ed
All dealers in grain are to give in, uwpon ocath, weekly a
counts of their actual fales made during the week, toan «

called the infpedor of returns ; who, from thefe rerur
makes out an account of the general weel

-[ ]
LC Wiholeg ¢

tri@, and tranfmits the fame to the c lle@®ors of

the cuftoms at the different ports within the diftrict ; which
regulates the bounties to be paid on exXpH '

Four times in the year, viz. within feven days after

of February, 1 sth May, 15th Auguft, and 15th November, the

receivers of corn returns, in each diftri@, make up the average

prices of corn within the fame. taken from the lalt fix wee kly

urns ; (excepting that of oats which is made up from twelve
weekly return) this quarterly average is tranfimitted to the
collectors of the cuftoms at the dif}

erent ports within the dif-

lates 1my

trict, at the periods above mentioned, which regu oTta-

tion, and the duties payable thereon, for the enfuine g

o

In Scotland, the average prices of grain are not afeertained
by the aGtual fales. Once in the month, the fherifis of the dif:
ferent counties convene juries to determine the average price
at which it is generally lelling ; but cxamined,
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B LETT. I no account of their actual purchafes, or fales; they

r ;',L-j,-..:-L.;, to whar they believe from their own expenence,

s 5 and there

ind the opinion of others, to be the current pr

is great reafon to think, that either from carelefsnels or de-

p | . fizn, this is often done in an erroneous manner®. The fheriffs
' of the différent countics in Scotiand make up monthly ac-
]'M counts of the average prices of grain within cach county, (af=

| certained in the inaccurate manner above mentioned) which

they fend up to the receiver of corn returns in the port of Lon-
| 3 I = 3 i Ny 1 r-._.l
L don ; from thefe, the receiver makes up an average account for

each diflriét, and tranfmits it co the collectors of the ports within

- —

the {fame, which regulate the bounties upon exportation ; and,

at the quarterly terms above mentioned, he makes up aver:

prices, from the two laft ]11:1:1-.‘]:]}' returns ; which regulate the

i} duties upon importation for the enfuing quarter.
&t ) ,
] .I
i Fe 1m: be imported and landed at any time,
AP s RS :
A ayment of duties, provided it 15 warchoufed under

o . = v e s Fyipte 1 v Y i : 174 £ &+l TR
ertain regulations ; but it cannot be taken out ‘of the ware-

: for home confun

tion, before firlt paying the low du-

and any other duty payable at the time, in the difltriét in
hich it is imtended to be confumed ; nor corn of anv kind,

icher foreign or of home produce, can be carried coaltways,




- — - oo T oy
I,h \ 14 1 '\..I'\I I\ \ ! II\ - i
o +] - £ ] 1
from the port of ai C L, 'wi X L 1 151 -‘I.:!l'}".‘L. L !
i
r 3 L
at the time of > Lo 1 1 i1 ri WIICre ¢xs .
v 11 I
2 | Llowed.
TTrry 1
When t rener
+] . - B
LtOe rates or 1mport
-

Privy Coun il, can

S g
a4s o proh
I

duties, which permiflion muft continue in force for three
months ; butthe power does not extend

exportation of toreign grain formerly warchoufed

T'he abave contains a {hort abflract of

ns of che Corn law of 1=g1. The follow

enacted for further regutacing the trade in

3 Geo. 3. ch. 3.  Act of indemnity for {topping the execu- 170

ety | g " . 1 r . £ | ]
ol the ;__‘;'Jllt.!l:ll'l.t"ll!!.<l\‘., FH an order of f.i}[];|;|}.'!_l“_-“.j.‘h
November 1792, prohibiong the expo 1on of h ‘od
LINUVCLILL 792, prombiung the exportation of home produce,
and granting liberty to import foreign corn, until 1t March

1793 ; and further fufpending the faid law, by granting power
- ¢ L=

to his Majefty and Council, at any time du the ficting of
parliament, to allow importation and prohibit export
= . s :
33 Geo. 3 ch: ¢ 5. General Torn Law of 1791 altered, by
£

tepealing the claufes for alcerraining the
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grain in wind, and adopting others of the fame tendency
with certain variations in their place. Further altered; by
granting liberty to his Majefty and Council, when parliament
is not [itting, to allow the importation of grain, and prohibit
the exportation of home produce, when the general average of
the whole kingdom exceeds the prices at which grain can
be imported at the low duties from Ireland, and the colonies
of North America, viz. wheat 48s. rye j32s. barley 24s. oats
1

16s. Further alte

, when oat-meal is under 1 33. per boll,

exportation to be allowed, with a bounty of 1s. 6d: When a-
bove 14s. per boll, exportation to foreign countries prohibited.

35 Geo. 3. ch. 4. 13th Fe bruary 1795, Sufpends the general
Corn Law of 1791, by empowering his Majefty, with confent
of the Privy Council, to prohibit exportation, and allow the
importation of all kinds of foreign grain, without payment of
any duties what

weeks after the next meeting of parliament.

ver. The aé&t to continue in force tll fix

Having thus gone through the whole of the laws relating to

rn which appear on the {tatute book, up to the prefent meeting

nt, I muft obferve, that the leading features of the

of parli
act 1791, bear a ftriking refemblance to the amendments on the
Corn Laws propofed by your Father in his Treatife, infomuch,
that it would appear his fentiments, on this important {fubject,

had been communicated to the framers of the bill*. The plan
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5

el fendine up the ave rage prices oi corn in Scotland to London,

betore the ports in this country can be opened or fhut, is cer-
tainly an idea of his ; if not that of dividing the whole kinedom

into large diftricts, which in a great meafure prey

e 1 i
\—'!l-" LRI JI.-!._
11 Thatts | opening the nores in the diferent

takes 1 thutting ane opcning the ports in the diflerent couns=

ties for the importation of foreign grain, when there was no

olute neceflity for it, and tEL;‘]'-;I?}' allows the produce of the

s, united in the diftri@, to find a

maore fre-

in demand. It is fomewhat {furprifing, that
gl

none of thefe 15;!\5(.—:-1-}_-

:gulations, for afte reauming the averag

price of corn, from accounts of the actual fales, were ever ex-

tended to Scotland. Mr Chalmers in his exc ellent eftimate of

the fire 1 of Great Britain, fays, ¢ had thefe laws produce

blifhi

ichier Banefit g Seaps SR
no ower benent to the country, than ef

¢ mode for afcertaining the average price of corn, and there-

by preventing caufelefs alarm, they had merited the praife of

¢ molit ufeful regulations.” It is true, Scotland is alfo di 1ded
into diftricts, but in no part of this country, is there a clerk to
the market, or any officer appointed to afcertain the prices of
corn, by an average of the aGual fales, By the a& of 1791,
the fheriffs of the different counties, once a month, appoint
a jury, who examine dealers in corn as to the current prices ;
but thefe dealers, as mentioned before, do not produce, or
depone to the quantity and prices of the refpective purchafes,
from which alone, a juft average can be formed ; they only
{wear to what they judge to be the current prices of corn with-
in the county. The intereft of the corn dealers leads them to
make the prices of corn appear as high as poflible, firft by con
B b
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cealing the profits on their fales, which every perfon wifhes to
keep, or be fecret; and fecondly, with a view to bring up the
prices to the rates at which exportation ceafes, or importation he-
gins, thereby to check the brifk demand for corn from the far-
mer, and occafion dull fales, on which the profits of thecorndeal-
ers trade very much depend. Let me add to this, that in many
counties of Scotland, there are no public markets for corn e-
(tablifhed. In the county of Mid-Lothian, and city of Edin-

burgh, the metropolis of the kingdom, in particular, there is

no public market for either wheat or barley, nor officer appoint-
ed to form a fair average from the account of adtual fales. It
is partly owing to thefe caufes, that in the city of Edinburgh,
where the g!'in{ling of wheat is 11(‘1‘1'(11'111c-(| atfrom 1s. to 15 §d.
per quarter, where fuel is cheap, and the price of labour in ba-
king is moderate, the price of bread to the inhabitants, is often

confiderably dearer than in London, where the grinding of

o

(=]
wheat cofts from 4s. to 6s. per quarter, where the prices of
fuel and labour, and the public burdens, are confiderably
higher than in Scotland. It therefore appears, that in Scot-
land, unlefs this important branch of the corn law is exe-

cuted in the fame manner as in England, particularly in the

city of London, and the average prices of grain fairly calculated

from the price of adlual fales, the average prices will alwavs
be returned higher than they ought to be; of courfe the public
will be impofed upon, in fixing the affize and price of bread,

and the ports will always be fthut againtt the cxportation of

1 troduce ane nened forthe 11 T EA T Oy S R =
home produce, and opened for the importation of foreign grain,
1

*.-,'f-,:-]';,' the average prices ol 13:1{::31 corn, 1 T.!;'-.' ]1.'31]1;- 3}].'-_]'_[.;-;5-
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get up to the r ates |."|L1G ribed ]n the 111111'(-., as h: 1]\11-’1]L<l 111 r
the law of 1773+ The evidence produced of the current prices
of corn in Scotland is now equally defective as under that

law, when many errors were committed ; for what greater ac-

curacy can accrue from the average prices being fixed by a jury

1n place of the theriff, when the evidence of the facts, on which

they found their verdi¢ %38 15 equally defective,

It appears, by the ancient laws and pr both of Eng-

dCLIiCe,

and and Scotland, that the could fufpend the execu-

tion of the Corn laws, without the confent of parliament, a
privilege which it frequently exercifed. This was a d: ange-
rous power, as it rendered the laws in fome degree nugatory,
and counteracted their good effe@s. In every free country,
agriculture, an obje@ certainly of the greateft national confe-
quence, ought at all times to be under the facred prote@ion

of ftanding laws ; for if thefe are to be {fet afide oer .‘.il-::}:L.’"

be Fmecl that the cultivators of the {bi] will not

have .ttﬂur nt protetion for encour, aging their induft In

ancient times, the relative fituation of Br

itain, as to arricul-

ture, commerce, wealth, and population, was nearly upon
a par with the other countries in Europe, and the expence of
raifing corn would be nearly equal every where ; the Britiih
hufbandmen of courfe could not be underfold in the home
market, and foreign corn would only be imported in cafes of

1

bfolute neceflicy. At p

refent, when the ¢ expence of cultiva-

tion is fo much increafed in Britain ; when a nation of mer-

chants, (if

£ I may ufe the qumouw with overflowing capi
Bb a2

g
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ts and fpeculats

tals, are always on the watch to open
in bringing in foreign grain, importation cught never to be

with the greateft caution, nor exportation prohi-

- ¢
:.].U\‘-u--.

he eftablithed laws, unlefs in cafes of ab-

fiuch as would be fanétioned by all the branch-

|
es of the legiflature. If the executive power judge it expedi-

ent, at any time to act otherwife, let the minifters ftand account-
able to their country; and if it is found that they have

alted wifely, they will be acquited by an act of indemnity.

By the law of 1773, all power was taken from the Crown,

the Corn laws ; but that of 1791 gives liberty,

o=}

[ajefty, with the advice of the Privy Council, when

is not fitting, to fufpend the execution of the law,

L

1z exportation, whenever the peneral average price

I B s P xceeds the rate at vhich erain 1 1]
e kingdom exXcecds the Ic at wiiich grail 1s 4l

n market ; although, in any

lowed to be carried to a fo

1, the price is fo low as to admit of it: A

rticular diftrid

, as already mentioned is further extended by

Geo. 3. When the Privy Counc il prohibits ¢

f'HEn_:]'T;l-

1ce, or allows the bringing in of foreign

f home pro

in the particular inftances above mentioned, or in any

i . s : s
which would require an act of indemnity, the witnefles

¥
£

. . 1 1 - [
they fummon before them, on the ipur ol the occalion, are ge-

-rs of the mercanile

erally merchants or meal men,
intereft, who are ever anxious for 1mp yrtation on the pretext

of lowerine the price of corn; an cxpedient on which they are
=] ¥ I J

- 1 - o L 3 -
alwavs ready loudly to affert, that the welfare of the ftate

to the influence of this clafs, your Father
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propofes in his Treatife, that a court of confervation fhall be
formed, compofed of the chief Judges of England and Scotland,

who, when it appears neceflary to them, thould recommend

to his Majefty, to fufpend the Corn laws, or apply to the le;

lature for alcerations or amendments. Some inftitution of

this kind feems abfolutely neceflary, to watch over the agricul-
ture of this country, and combine the landed intereft in its
{upport ; and the Board of Agriculture, lately eftablifhed, appears
of all others the beft fuited to accomplith this end, becaufe of
its poflefling ample information on every branch of agriculture,
from an extended corefpondence throughout the whole king-
dom. Every diviation from the eftablifhed fyftem of Corn
laws might either originate with this Board, or be fubmitted
to their confideration, before the Privy Council gave order:

for ln_[tting‘ it in eXecution,

The barriers, which the wifdom of our anceftors had fo

judicioufly erected to prevent the importation of foreign grain,

being thus broke through, by repealing the ancient laws, and

lowering the import rates, an alteration in the Corn laws,
which was firft eftablifhed by the ftatute of 1773, has certainly
been the principal caufe of Great Britain not being able to fup-
ply herfelf with corn of the growth of her own foil. In
proportion as the country advanced in profperity, the fur-
plus quantity, after fupplying the inhabitants, which ufed
formerly to be exported, was gradually abforbed by the increaf-

ing population and luxury of the nation ; and the law in quel-

tion, amongft other caufes, giving a check to the further ex-

tenfion of agriculture, neceflary to count

7
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tional confumption, the tide at laft turned againft the country,
i
and a regular iuflux of foreign grain became expedient to {up-

ply the growing wants of the inhabitants.

After the year 1784, the period to which your Father has
brought down an account of the Corn trade, Great Britain has
exported, and imported, from foreign countries, in nine year:

from 1785 to 1793 inclufive, the following quantities of grain
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I have noticed before, that the greateft miftake which govern
ment appears to have committed, in pafling theact 1773, wasin
attempting, by lowering the immport rates of foreign grain, to
fink unduly low the money price of corn, which had only ad-
vanced with the price of labour, and with the growing wealth
and profperity of the country ; and which cannot be reduced by
any act of the legiflature, without {hackling the induftry of the
hufbandman, and diminifhing the annual produce of the foil.
Your Father has juftly cenfured this policy, as a deviation
from the wifdom of our anceftors ; and he recommends the
returning to the ancient rates eftablifhed in 1670 and 1688,
for regulating exportation and ':mpm't:lticm, as the means of
encouraging agriculture, f{ecuring abundance in the home
market, and recovering to the country the advantage of a fa-
vourable balance, on the export and import of corn. Agree-
ably to this idea, indeed, the legiflature, in 1791, has fome-
what heightened the importation rates, and fo far difcouraged
the bringing in of foreign corn. This ftatute, however, is
flill far from being perfeét: A material error h ..f,l found its
way into the formation of the Corn Laws, at their inftitution
which has never yet been reétified: It is obvious,
¢ rates, which regulate the exportation” and importa-
tion of the difftrent forts of grain, ought to have been rela-
tively fixed, in proportion to their real values, the labour and

expence they coft the farmer in rearing and bringing them to

market ; and that in particular, if the import ratc of any of

was hixed under the I‘.Ti[n'.: t"._'-iL', or its relative \'-'1]111'1

LT | ~ 2 2 1 E -
e Britith farmer would be CJ‘[_::]{_‘"Lil to abandon, in a great

meafure, the cultivation of rain 3 for the corn merchant

would, in confequence of Lilc low import rate, obtain an al-
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moft complete command of the home market, as he could fup- LETT.L
ply it cheaper from foreign countries, than the article could

be raifed for in Britain; our farmers would, of courfe, turn
, their fkill and attention to the raifing crops of the other
grains, which, being higher rated in the table of importa-

tion, would thereby give them a better chance of profit.

That this is now the cafe in England, with  refpe&

to
foil. oats, I fhall endeavour to prove from the following ftate-
fon ment. It muft be allowed, that the great accumulation of
e wealth, and the immenfe quantity of money in circulation
\621‘ in this country, when compared with what was the cafe in
13-?1 any former period, have raifed the price of labour, and
ns o

augmented, in an aftonifhing manner, the rents of land, and
the expences of cultivation in Britain, whillt, at the fame
time, thefe have not much advanced in the countries that
fupply us with corn. It is therefore obvious, that the Englith

farmer, muft now in a particular manner be underfold, when

3
i1 attem

ots to raife and bring to market, any kind of grain, to
ure of which, the foil and climate of the northern
countries in Europe are peculiarly adapted ; and he will at laft

be obliged to abandon the cultivation of that grain, if the im-

portation-rate continue {o low as not to allow the price in the
home market to get up, foas to indemnify him for the expence
raifing it, and leavea fuflicient profit on the capital employ-

ed ; or even if it does not afford him an equal profit with the

110 _ of the moft general confumption. That this is
£ the cafe at prefent, with the cultivation of oats in England,
alue, 1s obvious from the following ftate of faQs: By the ancient
oreat law, eftablifhed in 1670, for regulating the import and export
:"--_.:_UI of corn, foreign wheat could not be imported at the low dury
] i Ccz




£

: LETTER 1

till the pr 1ce got up to L. 4 per quarter; and even then, a dut

of zs. 4d. per quarter was impofed on impertation. Mr King

the fame period, and who is celebrated by

‘.‘.']‘.1) WIOtC

as a good political.arithmetician, whofe calculations,

» controverted, computes the average price of
I '1"1L1|1 wheat at 28s and oats at 12s. per quarter. DBy a me-
dium of the aver cu; ¢ prices of grain upon record, in the county
of Edinburgh, for 84 years, from 1628 to 1712, the price of
wheat, rc:]ucmg the meafure to the Englith quarter, amounts

- - L b Dty e
8d. and of oats to 12s. §d. which correfponds with

furprifing exa@nefs with Mr King's calculations. If the im-
port rate of oats had therefore been originally regulated, in

= : - L, 1 TR T
proportion to their current values, in 1670 and 1688, when
i

the prefent fyftem of corn laws was firlt enacted, it ought

to have been fixed by law in the following proportion: As

1 1 1 [ the 1 VO 1t e
28s. the average price of wheat is to 85s. 4d. the import rate
f '1.'.;;‘.:, '.:}j_‘; the :hli‘}', fo is 12s. the average price oi

: : : e
. being the relative import rate at which o

have been imported, inclu the whereas
r allowed foreign cats to be imported at in-

1T B W e T e e e e = : St I
| pon turning up hMr Young's Annals of !"nE'. iculture, vol. 18.

page 431, wherein he gives an account of the agri re of a
ol 1 = 1 = " . "11"- F iy A o ) y .1 g N
diftri¢t in Effex, we find he mentions that the courfe of crops

- : o [P — M A +h- L " -
there is, turnips,oats, clover, wheat; and that the wheat produces
quarters, and the oats 4% quarters per acre. Upon putting

clligent farmer in this parifh;

nmer fallowed, manured,

acre is produced, what

. 5 ¥ R, IR | 1 5 4 g .
guantity of oats might have been expedled, if they had been
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fown with that grain? his anfwer was, 12 bolls per acre,
This produce, allowing for the difference of the meafure,

nearly in the fame proportion to the quantitics mentioned by
Mr Young, viz. as 5 is to g. I fhall however admit, that in
any fituation, where wheat is fown, double the quantity of
oats would be produced. The real value of oats therefore, being
the labour and expence incurred by the farmer in raifing and
bringing them to market, may at the loweft be eftimated at one

half of the value of wheat.

The rate at which foreign wheat could be imported at the
low duty by the a® of 1773 was 48s. per quarter : and the
equivalent rate to infure the farmer an ¢qual chance of pro-

fit, when he fows oats, thould of courfe have b

per
quarter ; whereas the law allowed the importation of foreign
oats when the price in the home market got up to 16s. per
quarter, a price at which the Englifh farmer is at prefent by
no means indemnified for the expence of cultivation: It

therefore cbvious, that the prefent fyftem of Corn laws, from
their original ecftablifhment in 1670, has always been defec-
tive, in allowing the importation of oats at too low a rate, when
compared with that of the other grains ; and that the legifla-
ture, when it pafled the a@ 1491, in place of amending the
error, made matters worfe, by increafing the import rates of
the other grains, more than they have done that of oats, and
thereby finking the relative value and money price of that
grain. [Its price was, in fa&, much too low before the law twas
altered, and had occafioned the Englith farmer fo far to abandon

the culture of that grain, as to require a large annual importa-

tion of foreign oats, to fupply the great number of horfes now

S PR TETY (% = ™
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ufed in luxury, and in tranfporting the extended manufactures
of this country. By the law of 1791, theimport rate of wheat,
at the low duty, is now fixed at 54s. per quarter. As it has
been fhown, that the real value of oats, 1s at prefent, to the
real value of wheat, as 5isto g, the import rate of oatsin
proportion to that of wheat ought to have been fixed, by law,
at 30s. per quarter, in order to give the farmer an equal
chance of profit, and to encourage him to go on with the cul-
tivation of this grain ; but the law of 1791 allows foreign oats
to be imported, when the price in the home market gets up
to 18s. per quarter. The cffect of thefe low rates has been,
that in the g years from 1785 to 1793, of which I have given
an account of the corn trade, the average price of wheat was
45s. od, while the average price of oats was only 17s. 10d;
whereas, in proportion to the price of wheat, and the expence
they coft the farmer, it ought to have been 25s. 5d. The price
of ocats being thus reduced, by the low import rate, no lefs
than 7s. 7d. per quarter below their relative value, the natu-
ral confequence has been, that the cultivation of this grain
has been neglefted, and Great Britain, in the g years above
mentioned, has been cbliged to import oats from foreign coun-
tries to the amazing amount of 5,362,921 quarters, value

L. 4,863,599 0 4-

The oats which are imported from abroad, growing chief-
ly in the northern countries of Europe, are of a very in-
ferior quality to the growth of Great Britain; but be-
ing imported into England, and chiefly given to horfes,
their imperfe@ion is never properly afcertained. In Scot-
land, however, where the value of ocats is immediately
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known by the meal they produce, the inferior quality of the
foreign oats is readily detected, and confequently none are
brought into this country, except in cafes of abfolute neceflity.
Upon making inquiry into the quality of the oats imported
from the Baltic, in confequence of the very defeftive crop
in 1782, at a reputable meal maker, he informed me, that
upon infpe@ing his books, he found thofc oats were about
225, per cent, worfe in quality, than the oats of the growth of
the Lothians, and Northumberland, of the fame defective crop;
a circumftance the more deferving of notice, as the {ea-
fon of that year was cven more unfavourable in this ifland

than in the north of Europe.

It is in vain perhaps to look fer our recovering foon a fa-
vourable balance to any confiderable extent from the exporta-
tion of corn, till the expences of the hulbandmen, in the dif-
ferent countries in Europe approach nearer to a par, as was the
cafe in the early part of this century, unlefs that object be attain-
ed by an adequate bounty. But Great Britain may, and ought
undoubtedly to cancel the unfavourable balance paid ro fo-
reigners, and fupply herfelf with corn, the produce of her own
foil. ‘This fupply, however, muft become deficient, whenever
foreign corn is allowed to be imported at cheaper rates than it
can be raifed at home. From like caufes, Rome, when miftref
of the world, by purfuing an impolitic {yftem, deftroyed
the cultivation of Italy, and was at laft reduced to tremble for
her exiftance, at every blalt of adverfe wind; on the other

hand, check the importation of foreign corn, and the more that

wealch and luxury abound, o much the more will an addi-
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- ted in agriculture, for carrying on rura
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re of the legiflature, by wife laws, to re-

I capital DE 1M1VEL

:11',:._‘-11_'.-.:'1':.".'..-', to J':f".'i-l}' the ‘l:]l']-L'i'lJI-i]!L‘; confumption.

of corn, except in cafes of abfolute ne-
r 3 cafes which then indeed would but feldom occur, If

is to continue to {upporc the confpicuous cha-

prefent dilplays in the eyes of Europe, the mult

-

not {toop to depend for fuftenance upon any nation. Itisalforo

i « Dot | gt | e, =1 11 3 - 1
red, that roland, whiclh 10Umerly at all tumes L‘l‘L‘ﬂL‘[.

its granaries, to fupply the deficient crops of every country in

deftroyed, and the kingdom difmembered by afpiring nations,
who formerly united in a formidable combination to diftref:
us, when invelved in a tedious and c:;i'-_':\.ﬂw'c war; and who,
although fome of them are at prefent in amity with this

country, are neverthelefs jealous of our maval power. W

Great Britain to depend on the ports in the Baltick, or on
America, for a regular fupply of corn, they might tell us with
impunity ; you {hall not have a bufhel, till you alter your
navigation laws, and. allow our fhips to participate in your
trade.

Europe tock in the conteft with our colonies, clearly proves,

The decided part, which the different nations of

what we are to expect from them in the time of diftrefs : if
Great Britain had ftood in need of a confiderable fupply of
forcign corn at that period, fhe muft have made peace on the

moft humiliating terms.

It ufed to be the boaft of the mercantile intereft, that whilft

we preferved our navy and commerce, corn would flow in
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from other countries, at a cheaper rate, than it could be pur-
chafed at home; the danger, however, of trufting to this fup-
ply, is at prefent obvious; for we are informed from high*
authority, that the different countries in Europe are now
raifing no more corn than what is barely fufficient to fupply
themfelves,

Sceing therefore our dependence on foreign nations for corn
is every day becoming more critical, let us hope that the Bri-
tith legiflature will, by wife laws and judicious regulations, take
every meafure in its power to encourage agriculture at home.
The requiring an annual fupply of foreign oats, or indeed of
any other grain, is the more to be lamented, whilit fuch large
tracts of wafte land, to the extent of many millions of acres,
remain uncultivated in Great Britain. Qats being the crop,
which at firft can be raifed to the greateft advantage on
thefe wafte lands, it would be neceflary that the legiflature
thould give fuch encouragement as might enfure the cultivator
a fuitable price for their produce, fo as to indemnify them for
the expence of cultivation, and leave a profit on the capital
employed, in fome degree adequate to that which is invefted
in trade and manufadures. And for fecuring this, in carry-
ing on improvements on the wafte lands, the raifing the im-
port rate of oats to a par with that of other grain, in propor-
tion to their real value, appears to be one of the moft eflential

regulations.

ce the Reprefentation on the Corn Trade, by the Privy Council, in 1789
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his meafure would be pernicious,

it miche tend, by increafing the cultivation of oats, to di-
. gy . 1 e, 1 : '
minifh the guantity of wheat or barley: on the contrary, it

would encourage the Britith farmer, gradually to extend

cult on over three or four millions of acres of waflte land,
id to purfue a more perfect {yftem of hufbandry, on a more
extenfive field. Nature delights 1 x';;:'i-,_—{}.-; the feldomer a

crep of any particular fort of grain is fown upon a field, the

- cp 1L
HIGET UOUIL

iful is her return for the feed and labour ; repeat
it often, and at laft, in general, you will not reap a produce
equal in quantity to the feed. Any regulation, therefore,
that renders the rortation of crops more various, increaies
the produdtive powers of the foil. Lefs wheat would be fown
on the land at prefcnt under culture, but more might be

brought to market: and when we take into the account the

ich would be extended over the immenfe traéts

cultivation w

lie wafte, thereis not a doubt, but that

heat would be much more abundant, and
uate to anfwer the confumprion of the inhabitants.

ference given, for many years paft, to the rai-

heat in Britain, owing to the high price it brings
in the marker, in proportion to other grain, ftimulates the huf-
bandmen to fow too much, and repeat that crop too often on
the {oil; the confequence is, that the plants, not receiving

=t

a fufficient fupply of nourifhment neceflary for perfe@®ing

feeds, which nature digefts and ftores up in the foil, by
a flower procefs, than the rapid fucceflion of the crop ad-
mits of, they of courfe become weak and fickly, and in
rie icafons, blight, fmut, mildew, and difeafe, attack

the crop. 1 have not a dounbt, but that the -;l'.‘ﬁciciu'.y of
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the wheat crops in England, has, of late years, in part pro- LETTI.

I 1 ; . 1 1 . : ey )
ceeded from this caule ; and that in the €nd, repeating it
o It g : : s o
terid feldomer on the land, from a more various and Judicious fyf-
: tem of cultivation being adopted, would not diminifh the

quantity brought to market. That raifing confiderably the

import rate of oats would produce the falutary effe@s above-

mentioned, cannot be denied : It would alfb increafe the con-
fumption of beans, as provender for horfes ; which, contain-
ing three times more meal than oats, is a much heartier food

for that ufeful animal; and as a crop of beans 1s an excellent

preparation for a crop of wheat, increafing the confumption
Cales of the one would promote the cultivation of the other. In

this point of view, it feems no fmall defe@ in the Corn

¢ be Laws, that a bounty is not given on the exportation of peafe and
the beans ; an encouragement that ought to be equally extended
racts to all forts of grain, in proportion to their real value. Thefe
that kinds of pulfe are a nourifhing food for the negroecs in our
and colonies ; and by a fimple and cheap procefs, they can be {trip-
s pecd of their fkin or hull, and {plit, when they become a pa-

latable dith, even on the tables of the opulent,

o The frequency with which the Corn Laws have been fet afide,

with refpeét to fending grain to our colonies, plainly evinces,

that the prefent {yftem is erroneous, and

tion, at all times, thould be allowed from the mother coun-

try ; more efpecially, as our thips go out wi

ing, and the produce they bring back hasan almoft complete

monopoly of the Britith market. The old government of

d in : . - : .
: France ad the policy of a free export to theirc
ack
BT Dd 2
..\r L-I.
"4
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i LETT. 1.  (he Weft Indics ; and before the prefent difturbances broke out,
_— its colonies were certainly the moft flourifhing, and its co-

lonial trade the moft extenfive of any nation in Europe.

o} i B
E All the writers on the national policy of regulating the
- export and import of corn, whom 1 have read, feem to think,
that a permanent law is neceflary for perfe@ing the fyftem.
i Such an idea appears tome extremely crroneous, efpecially dur-
[ ing the very unequal divifion of wealth, population, and na-
R4 tional expenditure, that fubfifts amongft the different nations,
I{‘ at prefent connected by the extended commerce of Europe,
! which gives fuch a decided fuperiority in point of expence, to
one country over another, in the raifing of corn. Although
the agriculture of Great Britain was never carried on with fo
great a capital, fkill, and induftry, as at prefent, it has, never-

} grain was annually exported, now corn is not raifed to fup-

[ 1 thelefs, relatively funk. Formerly a large furplus quantity of
i
port the increafing confumption of the inhabitants, and alarge
fupply of foreign grain is annually imported to make good the
deficiency. This appears to arife from our agriculture being
i | deprefled by various burdens, which fhackle the induitry of
'1 the hulbandman, and particularly by Corn Laws, injudicioufly
|

s

3 framed, which allow the importation of foreign grain, at prices
LA | below what the farmer can at prefent afford to raife 1t; occa-
i v fioned by the immenfe capital in circulation, and the increaf-

£ ing demand for our manufactures, which have raifed the price
.'_ 1% of labour, the expence of cultivation, and of every article of

confumption in the kingdom.

1}
' ‘ Seeinz the wealth of nations varies confiderably at different




ON THE CORN LAWS. 213

periods, fo ought the rates which regulate the export and im-
port of foreign corn; if thefe aflc@ the money price of our
own produce in the home market, and tend to fink its re-
lative value below the current price of labour, with which
it muft always bear a juft and neceffary proportion, the rates
muft confequently be raifed in order to preferve agricul-
ture, the only folid bafis on which the real wealth and
lafing profperity of a ftate can be founded. Should the in-
duftry and capital of Great Britain continue to increafe for
30 years, in the fame proportion it has done fince the peace

of 1783, money in circulation, the price of labour, and ex-

pence of cultivation, may be double what it is ar prefent ; the

price of corn will naturally rife in the fame proportion: And

if the rates, at which the importation of foreign ctrn is then
allowed to be imported, tend to obftruct this rife, they mutft
cither be heightened, or Great Britain will lofe her agricul-
ture ; a firiking inftance of which has already taken place in
the article of oats. On the other hand, was the profperity of
this country to decline, {o as to diminith the demand for la-
bour, or the floating capital one half, the price of corn cught
to fall in proportion to the reduced price of labour, and the
unportation rates be lowered, if they were the means of pre-
venting the neceflary reduéion.

Should thefe principles be found juft, a permanent law
to regulate the export and import of corn, is incongruous
with found policy ; it ought therefore to expire regularly at
ftated periods, fuppofe at the end of every twenty or thir-
ty years, when the wifdom of Parliament, taking the then
fitvation of the country under its ferious confideration.
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fhould regulate the Corn Law, in s_*r;r;!'n'.']'|1it}' with the price

of labour; the moft certain index of the growing profperity,

{tationary fituation, or declining {tate of the nation.

From what I have {tated, Ihope it will be allowed, that the
reafon why Dritain does not now fupply her confumption of
oats, with the growth of her own fields, (from which caufe,
the permanent balance, that now ftands againft this country in
the foreign trade of corn, moit generally arifes,) is the low
rate at which the importation of foreign oats i1s allowed ;
thereby preventing the Englifh farmer from receiving an ade-
quate price to indemnify him for the expence of raifing them,

eipecially of late years, fince the charges on cultivation, from

variety of caufes, have been fo much increafed.

This circumflance alone may convince every friend to his
o | T > i i
ountry, of the necellity of a well regulated {yftem of Corn

171 1¥

gy TE £ 1+ Tt T S s 5 % g ke
faaws. i, from the importation price of foreign oats be
) I S 3

too low rated, we are yearly lofing the cultivation of that

rain, what could we expeé from the total abo

a celebrated author fo warmly contends
r the confequences would be, that Great Britain

y, would gradually lofe her agriculture, and

’

rn countries for every fpecies of corn;

f courfe, the immenfe confumpti

tee or four millions of inhabicants,

the fields, would be loft to

port from the immediate labour of

1 1 .
a-moft complete check be given to thar




e —

ON THE CORN LAWS. ¢

214

wd cnergy of this nation chiefly depend.  As fhe could not,

1c empire of Rome, be fupplied with the {poils of conquer-

provinces, and the plunder of the induftrious hufbandman ;

a rapid current would therefore perpetually be carrying out

theriches of the country, till gradually falling from the exalt-
ed ftation fhe at prefent occupies in Europe, her wealth and
refources would at laft fail, and finking below the level of the
furrounding nations, fhe would be reduced to the prefent
feeble and abje fituation of Spain, and exhibit to the world,
another melancholy picture, of the downfal of a great na-
tion, by withdrawing her capital and induftry from the culti-
vation of her own ficlds, and embarking it in the improve-
ment of diftant colonies and foreien commerce.

I fhall be happy, if thefe obfervations ferve to elucidate
your late Father’s Treatife on the Corn Laws of this country,
and am,

Dear Sir,

Your moft Obedient

Humble Servant,

W

W1 MACKIE,

To Lieutenant-Colonel Dirom of ]

Mount Annan, Edinburgh. §
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Jontaining an Examination of Dr Adam Smith's Theory on the Corn
Trade : An Inguiry into the Caufe of the prefent Scarcity of Grain
in Great Britain; with Suggeflions for promoting Agaiculture,
and j’zm‘f.".f'?h".'n'rj' the Cultivation of the Wajle Landr ; and for ren-
dering the produce equal to the increafing confumption of the King-

Asm,

Ormiflon, 13th February
DEAR Sir, 1796.

PN my former Letter, my endeavours were ufed to in-
force the arguments contained in your late Father’s
Inquiry into the Corn Laws, and to fhew, that to preferve the
agriculure of Great Britain, whilit {he poflefles fuch a decided
fuperiority in point of wealth and circulating capital over
the furrounding nations, it becomes abfolutely neceflary to
reftrain the importation of foreign corn, by laws judicioufly
framed, fo as to fecure to the cultivators of our own foil a
fuflicient value for their produce, correfponding with the cur-
rent wealth and profperous fituation of the country; a prin-
ciple, in political ceconomy, which appears to be fully exem-
prefent by the deficiency in the culture of oats, as

- Letter 3 and to which perhaps the eultiva-

-
L LLL

plified at
{

d in my forme:
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tion of wheat is alfo fafl approaching in fome parts of Eng- LETT.

landl,

This being an obje@ of the firlt national confequence, it
certainly merits the fulleft difcuflion, particularly at a period

Crn

when this country, labouring under an alarming fearcity, is
Tan even threatened with an abfblute famine, [ thall therefore
e, proceed to invefligate the caufes that now render our corn
ren- crops inadequate to fupply the demand, and point our the
ing- means which, in my humble opinion, will remedy the evil.

As my fentiments coincide with the general tendency of your
late Father’s Treatife, that a well regulated f{yftem of Corn

Laws is abiblutely neceflary for encouraging agriculture at

7y home, on which every nation that withes to preferve its
wealth and independence ought only to rely; I find mny-
” felf under the neceflity of examining and combating' the
: opinions of a juftly celebrated political writer Dr Adam
:hi:'j Smith, in his Inquiry into the Nature and Caufes of the
Q_I:“l Wealth of Nations. The arguments of this auther rtend
i to prove, that the free importation of forcion grain fhould
Byel at all times be allowed, in order to lower or keep down
iy 1 the money price of corn in the home market. which he
toully fays will encourage agriculture, promote the intereft of
foila the proprietors of Jand and cultivators, and {innljy prove of
£ cul= the greatefl advantage to the ftate. His own words are : ¢ £
prin- ‘ importation was at all times free, our farmers and country
xem- ¢ gentlemen would probably, one year with another, get lef:
s, a5 E ¢
Jrivas
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money for their corn than they do at prefent when importa
tion is at molft times in effect prohibited; but the money
which they got would be of more value, would buy more
goods of all other kinds, and would employ more labour :
Their real wealth, their real revenue, therefore, would be
the fame as at prefent, though it might be exprefled by a
fmaller quantity of filver ; and they would neither be dif-
abled nor difcouraged from cultivating corn, as much as

they are at prefent®’ In another part of his work, where

he argues in favour of the monopoly of the home market,

and bounties granted on the exportation of manufactures,

which raife their price in the home market, he fays, ¢ You

¢ thereby increafe, not only the nominal, but the real profit,

L3

€

"~

1 Ry
1dYa CLLrvyia

the real wealth, and revenue of thofe manufacturers, and you
cnable them either to live better themfelves, or to employ a
oreater quantity of labour in thofe particular manufactures,
You really encourage thofe manufactures, and direct towards
them a greater quantity of the induftry of the country,
than what would probably go to them of its own accord.
But when, by the like inftitutions, you raife the nominal or

B ALK

noney price of corn, you do not raife its real value; vou

do not increafe the real wealth, the real revenue, cither of

our farmers or country gentlemen; you do not encourage
¥ . ) 3 - o

the growth of corn, becaufe you do not enable them to

maintain and employ more labourers in raiing itt. The

cuth of theft affertions is founded on the pofition which he

, that the money price of corn regulates the money

L




8th chap. of his 1t book, to which I refer. It is obvious, t
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price of all things: he

By regulating the money price

¢ of labo lates that of manufacturing art and indufs

“try; and by regulating both, it regulates that of the com-
¢ la mufifture,. The monev: nrice: of labour. ‘and. oF
plcte - manuractuare. ne IJJ-_JJIL} price of labour, and ol

g that is the produce either of land or labour,

every thi
¢ muft neceflarily either rife or fall in proportion to the mo-

ice of corn®.’

[ reacily agree, that the money price of cor

this effect in a nation where the {tate of fociety is {tatior

fuch as China or Hindoftan ; but wh

or declining,

vk S - PR Juie e - rae |
to Britain, or any country advancing in wealth
tion, the argument appears to me to be unfounded. In
Chix rhiere rgea bR ae e o e o S
wilina, whnere weailtih and ]npll.. ti0n are |\,\L"!,_J]].|.['\.\ the 1:Lt--

duction and confumption of the country are fo exactly balan-

ced, that it is with the stmoft diflic l!]l.}' the great mafs of the
people can drag on a wretched exiftence ; Dr Smith himfelf

draws a melancholy picture of their miferable fituation in the

in this {tate of {ociety, the money price of corn mult re

the money price of labour, and every other commodity w

ever. The wretched labourer, or mechanic, whofe con-

fumption correfponds fo exactly with his gains, is frequently
under the neceflicy of deftroying his offspring, in order to
. 48

narrow his expences, as he can fee no profpet of rel
from any additional demand for his labour, to increale his

wages and add to his gains, Thus, from dire neceflity, is one

* Tage 259,

Ee
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of the

iniverfal laws of nature diffolved, the moft Engagi

rie with which fhe binds the whole animal creation broken,
and the moft neceflary duty impofed upon a government dif-
regarded. If therefore at any time the neceflaries of life ad-
vance in price, in confequence of bad crops, numbers of |
the miferable inhabitants are ftarved to death, till the price '
of corn is again reduced, and arrives at its former {tationary

cquilibrium with the price of labour and every other necefla-

ry commodity. Even in China, were the government to inter-

fere, and reduce the price of corn below this ftandard rate,
cither, if poflible, by promoting the importation of foreign
corn, or by fixing a maximum, it would afford no relief to the
great mafs of inhabitants ; for the price of labour would ftill
fall in proportion, tll it {funk to the loweft rate at which the \
labourers could afford to work; on the contrary, it would t

L

Iing agriculture, part of

make their fituation worfe, by depr

—

the capital employed in cultivation would be diflipated, and
the cultivators which it had kept in employ being thrown
idle, would regorge upon the reft of the inhabitants and add
to the general diftrefs. In this ftate of fociety, therefore, it
appears to be extremely impolitic in a government to eftablifh

a {yftem of policy which favours the importation of foreien

orain, in order to fink the price of corn in the home market

below the natural rate arifing from the wealth and fituation of
2

2 « Simatl a8 Ter ATy T e - 1 S
the country. But as Dr Smith has recommended this {yvftem

as prop
i 4

¢ to be introduced into the political ceconemy of the

ol AR T gy e S R i} - P P
clent Lurépean l-_.'.'l.\.-', Si10

icularly into that of Great

Britain, a country where the fituati

hat T have

of the inhabitants is

diametrically oppofite to w

deferibed, and where
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population, and particularly the wealth, indultry, and
capital of the ftate are increafing with a rapidity unknown
in any age or country; it will therefore be neceflary par-
r':L'uI;u']y to enquire if the principles are juft, on which
this celebrated ceconomift has formed his theory, of allow-
ing the free importation of foreign grain, for the purpofe
of keeping down the price of home produce, by which he
maintains the agriculture of this country would be encou-
raged. Upon perufing his chapter on bounties, and digreflion
on the corn laws, it will be found, as I mentioned before,
that he grounds his arguments on the fuppofition that the
money price of corn regulates the money price of labour,
and every other commodity. 1 have fhown, that in China,
where fociety is ft: itionary, and direétly the reverfe of every
thing in this kingdom, the price of corn produces this effect
But in countries where induftry, population, and wealth, go-
ing on in a progreflive flate of improvement, are conftantly
increafling the national capital, and continually adding to the
general confumption, thefe caufes alone operate to raife the
money price of labour, and every other commodity, with-

out being, in the {malleft degree, affeded by the money

L%

ICHCISTr,

wice of corn. For inftance a demand comes to Man
|

Leeds, and Glafgow, which raifes the price of goods 4d. per

cl
yard, and the profits on ftock 10 per cent. Every manufac-
turer anxious to fhare an additional profit, in order to pro-

cure an additional number of workmen to fupply the increaf-

e o

g demand, offers them one penny per vard ac

on
their work : they, in their turn, finding three or {hi'-
ings per week added to their carnings, i con-
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fumption ; in place of brown bread, they can now buy

vheaten, and in place of dining upon bread and beer, th ¥

Ccan now aflord to a ld a few B yund

s of beef, or a quarter of
mutton : theft articles rife in their price with the demand,

nd the farmers, finding more profit in fattening beef and

mutton, turn their attention from the raifing of corn till its

‘tion. On the other hand, a

price is alfo advanced i pr

gentleman returning from abroad, or retiring from trade or
public ¢ oyments, with a la fortune, purchafes an e-
ftate in the country, and to adorn and 1mprove it 15 to be the

future object of his life; the labourer is bribed [:;-' l'-'!‘-.'hgi'

39 ¢ his former maf-

e L s K R e e A
wages Lo (Uil LhL oz, Al (Nne INccildiil

ter : The hufbandman now finds difliculty in procuring hands

to cultivate the earth, and, in his turn, muft raife the price
of labour before he can get J:;|ulll‘._;]‘.11‘.-._':'. to engage in his em-
ploy : Every article, either of rude material or manufaured
commodity, which he has occafion for, he finds alio encreafed
in price, and the expence of raifing corn, advancing with
a rapidity which threatens to wrelt from him his capital em-
ployed in the cultivation of the fields; but, on the other
hand, the natural effet of the fame cauie, univerfally diffuf-
gs in favour of

ing itfelf through every rank of {ociety, operat

the hufbandman. When he goes to market with his corn, and
other rade p}'utlm'c of the foil, he finds a competition amongit
the purchafers, who offer him higher prices in confequence
of the increafing confumption, The landlord, in his turn
requires an additional rent, this is again expended in manu-

factures, and other articles of luxury, and an additional ca-
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pital is thus put in circulation, for encouraging population,
and the induftrious exertions of every member of the ftate.

It is obvious that in this natural courfe of events, whenever
the wealth of Great Britain is {fo much accumulated as to in-
creafe the expences of cultivation, and advance the real value
of Britith grain above what it can be raifd and brought to
market from foreign countries, the bringing in of foreign
corn, for the purpofe of reducing the money price of home
produce, or even rendering it flationary, would neither fink
nor render ftationary the money price in this country. As long
as 1t continued to advance in profperity, every addition to ‘the
capital and confumption of the nation would infallibly increafe
the money price of labour, and every manufaGured commodi-
ty, even although the importation rate of corn from foreign
countries fhould not allow the money price of that article to

rife in the {fame proportion. The confequence of this would

be, that the capital employed in agriculture would be gradu-
ally diflipated, the revenue and confumption of the landed

intereflt and cultivators much diminifhed, and of courfe, a

check would be given to the internal circulation of induftry,

and the profperity of the country; although perhaps its bad
effects might not be immediately felt on the power and re-
fources of the ftate, if the gradual extenfion of foreign com-
merce made good the deficiency. Neverthelefs, as ]l?rc]gn
commerce is the moft precarious fource of wealth and profpe-
rity, if at any tune, it happened to be cramped by war, o
any other caufe whatever, enervated h}' the conftant drain for

forcign corn, and the languid circulation of internal induf

- -
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try, the flate would become feeble, like a foldier fainting v

the lofs of blood after a fevere conflict with the enemy. Dif-
aftrous in the extreme, would it prove to this country, if, by

ny combination amonglt the naval powers, we loft our fu-

periority at fea; being then cut off from our fupply of bread
corn, famine and peflilence would follow in the train of our

misfortunes.

In order to try Dr Smith’s theory by the teft of experience,

and to prove that the money price of corn does nort regulate
the money price of labour, and other commodities . coun-
tries, that are in a progreflive flate of improvement, but
which rife in price folely from the quantity at market not
being fufficient fully to fupply the increafing demand, it is
only neceflary to compare the money price of corn, with the
price of labour in different countries, and at different periods.
I {hall begin with the American States: There the demand
for labour is fo great, that, although corn and other kinds
of rude produce, fell in general for half the money they do
in Britain ; neverthelefs, the price of labour, from the excef-
five demand, is three times higher than in England. In the
accurate account which Mr Young has given us of the agri-
culture and commerce of France, in his Tour through that
kingdom, immediately before the breaking out of the revolu-
tion, he informs us that provifions are as dear in France a
in England, that labour is 706 per cent. cheaper, and the
price of manufactured commodities dearer than in England.
Here are effe@s produced totally different from what Mr

Smich's theory points at, that the money price of corn regu-
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lates the money price of all things, on which he founds his
arguments for a free importation of foreign corn, whilft, at
the fame time, he argues for prohibiting foreign manufac-

Eures.

It muft, however, be obferved, that the account, which My
Young has given us of the average price of provifions and las
bour in France, {eems to contradiét the idea 1 have thrown
our, LJr].'LL il]L‘ Il'iU!](‘}' l‘-l'i('l.: D{':.‘.],)t}]u}', in a ci‘!?f!tl'_‘,' ;4_.\!\';111(1“3;
1 improvement, regulates the money: price of corn. The
difcerning eye, however, which runs over Mr Young’s work,
will foon difcover that the kindgom of France, even under
the old government, appears not to have heen advancing in
profperity, and if not declining, was at leaft {tationary, hav-
ing followed, for upwards of a century, the deftructive po-
licy of foreign conqueft, and diverting the capital which

it to have been invefted in agriculture, into the cultivation

liftant colonies, and cncouragment of foreign commerce,

of «

We muft not therefore be furprifed, that although of late

years, the commerce of France h:

: -
Ladvanced with preater ra.

; S = .
i even that of England, neverthelefs, her power

‘iculture and internal

irees have declined, with her : :

nduftry, This cannot be doubted by any p

5
who con-
Y

fiders the erroneous {yftem of hufbandry, carried on in France,
where two white crops, following a fallow in conftant ro:
-

muil deftroy the produétive powers of

i}

tation, any: foil,
Were the lands in Great Britain to be cultivated in the fame
manner, for a feries of years, I have nort a doubt, but that

the annual produce of the foil would be diminifhed one half

Ff
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of what it is at prefent. The wretched policy of France has
hitherto prevented her manufactures and commerce from
affording aid to her agriculture, whilft the luxury introduced
into the cities has raifed the price of corn without advancing
in proportion' the price of labour, and the confumption of the
cultivators. Hence the torpor and languid ftate of internal
commerce and intercourfe in France, for want of the ra-
pid interchange of the producions of labour fo confpicuous
in England, which, like the circulation of the blood, gives

firength and vigour to the whole fyftem.

Were Great Britain to adopt Mr Smith’s fyftem of a free
importation of foreign grain, {he would certainly be reduced
to the political fituation of France, immediately before the re-
volution as defcribed by Mr Young. But the prices of corn
and labour in France, during the laft and prefent century,
demonflrate, in the cleareft manner, the fallacy of Mr Smith’s
arguments in favour of his theory. Of this we have accurate
information, in the excellent {peech of M. de Carraduce, de
la Chalotois, Procureur General to the Parliament of DBritta-
nvy, made before that Court, on the 20th Auguft 1764, when
tl;;' edict for allowing the free commerce of grain was regif-
tred, when he gave the following account of the then fitua-
tion of the agriculture of France. ¢ It 15 manifeft, that for
¢ about an age palt, the price of labour and merchandife
¢ is confiderably raifed in France, there are none that for

¢ fifty years paft hath not experienced this. The priee of

¢ corn, which is the meafure of the whole, {hould then have
¢ yifen in proportion. In the mean time, it hath not only

¢ not increafed; but itis a certain fadt, that it hath fallen
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' conliderably, and that it would, an age ago, require a

greater weight of filver to pay for a fetier, than it doth at

-

prefent. In 16409, the deputy of M—, Procureur General at
¢ the Chatilet, faid in his requifition of the 6th March to the
police, as a known fa@, that wheat was at 15 livres the fetier,
a moderate price, (thefe are his words) but the fame fetier,
¢ hath, this prefent year, 1764, been at Paris at 14 livers,
and 14 livers 10 f. It was of lefs value in the neighbouring

cantons, and of neceflity in the country. What fhall we

¢ think, Gentlemen, of {o great a difference, when we refle@
* that the mark of filver was, in 1640, at 28 livers 131 8
¢ deniers, that is to fay, at almoft one half lefs than at this
4

prefent day*®.’ Here is complete evidence, that the price of
corn has no effe on the price of labour, but that it is regu-
T ¥ 131-

lated like every other commodity, by the demand and quan-

uty at market. For go years, previous to 1764, the price of

labour and manufactured commodities in France, had rifen

confiderably, when, at the fame time, wheat had fallen one

at no period, within thefe hundred years, docs

that country difcover any {trong marks of general profperity,

which no great nation can atrain, unlefs agriculture is encou-

raged by prices for the produce of the foil, proportioned to

the price of labour, and of every manufa@ured commaodity.
The bad eftects of the low price of corn in France, M, de C.
defcribes in the following manner: ¢ If the farmer does not
¢ gain all his expences, and wherewith to fatisfy all charges,
¢ the carth will remain untilled, as more than the moiety of

¢ this province doth, The ftarving proprietor will be forced

10 r
1 e I05CEl

* Vide Corn Tradts, page 216.
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to fuftain bankrupteies

clothed, and f::‘l.]}' fed, wil he wil
¢ take up, with his indigent to
¢ common, and which is a difgrace to the nation : The {ate itfel
L

will {fufl

, the taxes will not be colleéted, but wi

difhculty, and with the greateft rigour. And it mult be
acknowledged, that this hath been the ftate of the kingdom

¢ of France, for more than an age. In every province, the

* earth fhews, in an infinity of places, the marks and vefli

¢ of a deferted cultivation ; houfes unroofed proclaim a de-
* fertion and depopulation ; the cities, and even the capital,
' cd wich poor, whilft thofe who have ruined {o many
¢ families, and enriched t clves with their fpoils, make
* a parade of luxury, which is an infult on public mifery#,’
I muft here remark, that, in the laft century, France exported

confiderable quantities of corn, and fome of the old Englifh

L - 1. &1 =t L 4 ' 1
writers complained that what was brought into England, funk
of home produce, and cramped the agriculture of

the wvalue

this kingdom,

¢ an account of the effe@ of

I fhall next proceed ro gi
the money price of corn, on that of labour and manufa@ured
commodities in Britain. Dr Smith informs us, in the rith

A ] : : ! ; P R
chapter of his 1{t book, that the average price of wheat in the

Windfor m

he average price of wl

ket (which Mr Young has proved to be nearly

t in England) for fixty years, end-

Ing in 1792, amounted to L. 2 : 11 per guarter, that the a-

s

; e i !
verage price or the nrit b4 years ol this century amounted to

L. 21 6d. ring a feries of the cheapeft years from 1731

to 1750 (in which one year of fcarcity

d} to aeply

Vide Corn Tr
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L. 1:13: 9 per quarter ; but it is well known, that r

price of corn in the carly part of the century, and

particularly

. . ; : : ; ot
in the period of remarkable cheapnefs, produced no effect in low

cring the price of labour, or of any manunfactured commodity :

On the contrary, they were gradua ly on the rife.  The profpe-

rity of Britain had been advancing from the B evolution, when
1 ¥ Yo - ' R S ] Ly (R
the furplus produce of her land and labour only amounted to

4 millions, till ac the latter period of 1750 | it had

50, wihen i1t il

reached to 12 millions*. This advance however had not much
increafed the price of country labour and expence of cultiva-
tion, and the farm ««. by puring a more judicious mode of
cultivation, and probably by extending it over lands that had
lain uncultivated during the civil wars in England, increafed
the annual produce of the foil {o as not only to counterbalance

the growing confumption of the country, but alfo to afford

a confiderable quantity of cora for exportation.

The hufbandry of this country continued much in the
fame fituation till the peace of 1763, which may be looked

upon as a new epoch in the annals of agriculture, and every
fpecies of Britifh induftry. After that period, the numl

Nod, T pumber oo

hands which had been diverted from the channsl of produc-
'T:

tive induftry, to fupply the army and navy d e war

uring :
the increafing demand for our manufaur ur extended
I b 18 i F  our manuiaciures, our extende

commerce to every quarter of the

- v R .
L_l.‘-at.' LOICUNes

that had been made by individ

1 a profperous
war ; the increafe of the public debts and taxes; all confpir-
ed to raife the price of labour and cultivation ; and had

Vide Chalmer's Ellimate of the comparative [trength of Great Britain.  Tall

fronting page 234 ; new edition in 1704,
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rapid circulation of induftry pervaded all ranks,

and by an increafing confumption raifed the money price of

'Y “-
10t the

corn, and other articles of the rude produce of the foil, in pro-
portion to the growing wealth and profperity of the country ;
the agriculture of Great Britain muft have declined, like that
of France, where land of a better foil, and fituated in a better

climate, is far lefs producive than in England.

The wealth and capital of Great Britain having increafed
with an amazing rapidity of late years, fo has the demand
and money price of labour. Inthe year 1792, when the fur-
plus produce of the land and labour of Great Britain, export-
ed, amounted to near 25 millions*, n the fame year did the
farmers find the greateft difficulty in procuring hands to car-
ray on the cultivation of the fields ; the wages of labour and
price of every manufa@ured commodity rapidly advanced,
and agriculture, as well as manufactures, was encouraged by
an additional confumption increafing the money price of corn.
Dr Smith himfelf bears teftimony to this material progrefs of
induftry in a country advancing in improvement like Britain.
The whole tenor of his firft book tends to prove it, where,
amongft other arguments, he fays * the demand for thofe who
¢ live by wages therefore neceflarily increafes with the in-
¢ creafe of the revenue and ftock of every country, and cannot

poflibly increafe without it. The increafe of revenue and
¢ flock is the increafe of national wealth, the demand for
¢ thofe who live by wages, therefore naturally increafes with
¢ the increafe of national wealth, and cannot pofiibly increafe

¢ without itt. And finally, ¢ The money price of labour in

 Chalmers® Eftimate of Great Eritain, ibi

chap. 8, p. 104

4
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Great Britain has indeed rifen during the courfe of the pre-
fent century. This, however, feems to be the effe@ not fo

much of any diminution in the value of filver in the Euro-
¢ pean market, as of an increafe in the demand for labour in

Great Dritain, arifing from the great and almoft univerfal

¢ profperity of the country®.’

It 1s fomewhat furprifing, that Dr Smith fhould afterward.
abandon his own arguments, founded in truth, and the ex-
perience of this country, and endeavour to eftablifh a theory,
framed on the fuppofition, that the money price of corn re-
gulates the money price of all things; principles totally differ-
ent from what he himfelf had laid down, as mentioned above,
and incompatible with the political fituation of this country,
for the purpofe of overturning the eftablifhed national policy re-
fpecting corn, by allowing the free importation of forcign grain,
which, as it would have the effle of lowering the price of corn,
and every article of produce, would thereby, in his opinion, en-
courage agriculture, and promote the intereft of the proprie-
tors and farmers. ln fupport of this theory, he advances fome
extraordinary arguments; for inftance, he fays, in Book 1.
ch. 8. ¢ Inyears of plenty, fervants frequently leave their maf-
¢ ters, and truft their fubfiftence to what they can make by
¢ their own labour: But the fame cheapnefs of provifions,
¢ by increafing the fund which is deftined for the main-
¢ tenance of fervants, encourages maftters, farmers efpecially, to

employ a great number.  Farmers, upon fuch occafions, expelt

* Chap. 13. p. 313
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"-'rﬁ-t.;:.' their corm, by maintaining a jew more labouring

by Jjelling it af a low ‘f.-n"f. ¢ inthe market, The

¢ demand for fervants increafes, while the number of thofe

11

i F i
Jer i iy, Han

¢ who offer to fupply the demand diminifhes; the price of
¢ labour, therefore, frequently rifes in cheap years.' The
firt obfervacion is certainly juft ; but that agriculture will be
encouraged, and carried on with greater fpirit from cheap-
nefs of price, owing to farmers expeling greater profits by

-vants, and confuming their corn at home,

employing more fi
rather than felh it ata low price in the market, will not

be admitted by any Farmer of common fenfe. The aflertion

is founded on fzwo pofitions: 1f, That the money price of
i v Tates Fhie v price of everv comi [ S 1
COIn I¢ f.__‘:tl::LtL'- the IMONncy i“l 1CC- 0 L\l_]_-. [.“ﬂ'l-.'i)[‘[;][‘., \.al.'fL}L i
have proved does not apply to the prefent ftate of fociety in
' ! + 1 arrreri e 1 7 >
this country ; and 24y, that in agriculture, as in manufac-
tures, the produce of a farm is increafed in proportion to the

ds employed, which is by no means the cafe;

number of ha
nothing, therefore, will give encouragement to farmers hiring

r cultivation, but ac-

a greater number of fervants, and extenc
tually receiving a high price for their corn, in the fame manner
as a manufa@urer is encouraged to hire more hands, and extend

his operations, in confequence of receiving high prices for his

fabrics. As a farther proof that Dr Smath’s ideas, on the ftate

of agriculture in Britain are erroneous, 1t may be obferved, that

: ; e . - : o :
he does not allow that the high prices of corn, which followed

1 =, L F o gy -2 £ = | Cos 3 3 E P | -

the peace o 17 63, prox ceded from an influx of wealth, occafion-
ing an increafe of luxury and confumption, but afcribes it en-
tirely to bad crops ; and whilft he views the high price of corn

Ty anile co Bt i Dl Al 1~ - Sy e Reele : .
as a public calamity, he looks upon the high price of butcher

A
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g meat, cheefe, butter, wool, hides, tallow, ard every fort of LETT.IL
rude produce, corn excepled, as the forerunner and attendant on the =V
greateft of all public advantages, imagining that the high price

of thofe articles will be followed by the low price of corn,

potatoes, and every vegetable produ@ion ; a conclufion which

ha he draws from erroneous principles, and in which it is nowy
p- evident he has been miftaken.

When we recur to firft principles, and the immutable lawsg
5 of nature, in judging of Dr Smith’s opinion on

the free impor-
- tation of foreign corn into Brit

ain, and the propofed monopol
; in favour of manufa&tures, we fhall find fuflicient caufe for
II drawing oppofite conclufions, and that whilt agriculture
) ' quires to be proteCted by a monopoly, manufa@u
10

left free. In order to fhew this in a clear point

res
res. may be
of view, I
: fhall point out the different principles on whic
e

h the pro-
ductive powers of agriculture

and manufa@ures are founded.
And fhall firlt begin with manufactures.

It is obvious that the Supreme Difpofer of all
given to the general mafs of mankind
ly an equal {hare of bodily firen

things has
» I0 every country, near-
gth, and faculties of mind fuf
ceptible of cultivation and improvement,

This: being the
cafe, as manufa@ures are performed by the labour of the
body, facilitated by the inventions of art, in this point of view
carrying on manufaGures ;
if, however, one nation advances confiderably in
beyond the other,

ced all nations are nearly on a par for

population
their wants increafe in proportion

y and a
en to their ingenuity, in order to fupply them. In

er Geg

- {pur is giv
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the boundlefs progrefs of improvement, new wants multiply
with every refinement of art, and manufactures are carried on
to a degree of perfe@ion, to which it is impoflible for a foci-
ety more rude and with fewer wants to attain; and though
from the wealth accumulated by the induftrious nation, in
this ftate of refinement, the price of labour fhould be raifed
fo high, as to allow another nation, lefs advanced in wealth,
to bring manufadtured articles to market at a cheaper rate,
yet the rich nation will ftill maintain its {uperiority, by avail-
ing itfelf of the fuperior capital it poflefles, and of its fupe-
rior {kill in the divifion of labour, of which manufactures
are fufceptible. If, again, the divifion of labour is not found
adequate to anfwer the end, renewed exertions of fkill and
capital, by calling in the aid of machinery, fo far reduces the
effe& of the high price of manual labour on the articles ma-
nufactured, as to give a decided fuperiority to the rich and
ingenious nation, over all others lefs advanced in wealth and
refinement. Hence the manufa®ures of Britain are found
{uperior to thofe of every country in Europe, and are cven
rivalling the fabricks ot Bengal, where the money price of la-
bour is about only a tenth part of what it is in England *. It
being therefore obvicus, that the induftrious country, whilft it
preferves its fuperiority in wealth and ingenuity over other na-
tions, has an evident advantage in carrying on its manufactures;
there feems to be no neceflity for the manufaéturers of Great
Brirain obtaining a monopoly againft thofe of other nations,
lefs advanced in wealth, ingenuity, and refinement; and the
decided fuperiority which the manufadturers of this country

ges of a weaver in Dengal are only two and a half rupees, equal 1o gu.
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on. maintain over thofe of every country in Euarope, in the free LETT.IL
: American market, is a proof of the fact. U
izh
Having thus finithed the propofed fketch of the progrefs
of manufactures, I fhall proceed to deferibe the principles
n on which the produdtive powers of agriculture are founded.
2o ]
Althoueh the Author of Narure has given to man, in the
different countries of the world, an equal fhare of firength
pls of body, and faculties of mind, fo as to enable him to per-
TS form nearly equal portions of produdive labour, when thefe
powers are alone employed ; yet, for wife purpofes, He has
and formed the foils and climates of the different countries of the
the earth, with that aftonifhing diverfity which univerfally per-
nia- vades the face of nature, from the fertile fields of Sicily, Flan-
nd ders, and England, to the frozen regions of Norway, Lap-
land, and Kamfchatca. As the fuccefs of agriculture, depends,
ind in a great meafure, on the produdive powers of foil and cli-
il mate, it is obvious that an equal portion of fkill and capital,
i may produce a much greater quantity of corn in one country
I than it cando in another. This being the cafe, let us fuppofe
i that the {0il and climate of Poland, for inftance, is fo much fu-
, perior to that of Britain, that the exertion of an equal portion of
% labour and fkill, will produce double the quantity of corn, or
of other fuftenance in Poland, that it will do in Britain. As
nothing could countera@ this phyfical difference, corn in Bris

tain would fell at double the price it did in Poland, as it would
require double labour and capital to produce an equal quanti-
ty. Thus, it is obvious, if Poland could fupply Britain with
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3
a confiderably quantity of grain, at one half or two thirds of
the price itcould be raifed at home, the agriculture of Bri-
tain muft either be proteéted, by granting to the cultivators a
monopoly of the home market, or if left free, agriculture would
decline in the laft mentioned country. On the other hand,
Jet us {fuppofe that the foil and climate of Poland and Britain
are equally good and fertile, and that two hundred years ago,
the wealth, population, and indufiry of the two countries were
exactly fimilar, and that only one fourth of the lands in each
country, being kept under the plough, was fufficient to fup-
port their refpective inhabitants. In this fitnation, both coun-
tries would be upon a par for raifing corn, and a free inter-
courfe in grain could not hure the agriculture of either country.
if, however, from the blefling of a free government, or any
other caufe, Great Britain fhould, inthe courfe of two or
three hundred years, by extending every branch of national
induftry, quadruple her population and wealth, fo as now to
require feven-eighths of the land to be kept in conftant culti-
vation, for fupplying food for the inhabitants; the improve-
ment of the productive powers of agriculture, not depending
entirely on capital and ingenuity, as in manufactures, but
being in a great meafure influenced by the good or bad qua-
lities of the foil and climate, no {kill or capital poflefled by
the cultivators could prevent the money price of corn in Bri--
tain from rifing very confiderably above the money price of
-corn in Poland : for two reafons, fir/, the fall in the value of
money ; and fcondly, the additional labour and expence that
muft now be beflowed in raifing and bringing it to market.

™

1. i i -
0 prove tae lalt poltion, | 11:1.1I;LL revert to the ct‘c:mom_v ot
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nature, and its effe@ upon agriculture. Nothing is more
certain, than that the fertility of the foil is exhaufted by too

conftant a fucceflion of crops of corn, and reftored by allow-
ing it to remain for a certain time in pafture. It is therefore

obvious, that in a country only {o far advanced in population,
as to require but one fourth of the land being kept in culti-
vation for fupporting the inhabitants, the other three fourths
remaining in pafture, more abundant crops of corn will he
then raifed, with lefs labour and expence than can afterwards
be produced on the fame foil, by any exertion of fkill and
capital, when a more extenfive population requires perhaps
feven cighths of the lands being kept conflantly under the

plough. This progrefs in the ccconomy of nature is fulls
exemplified in this country, by the rich crops raifed on the
ploughing up of old paftures. The luxuriant crops that grow

on new foils are alfo found to decline and to be rendered
lefs certain, being more affe@ed by the influence of bad fea-

fons in proportion to the length of time the land has been

kept under the plough. Hence in England, and in othes
countries advanced in wealth and population, corn is

raifed at a greater expence of manure and cultivation, and
the crops are more precarious, thanin countries thinly

I'.QO-
pled, fuch as America or Poland, where a fimp

le plowing, or

rather fcratching and throwing in the feed, are l"ruquumf)

{fufficient to fecure a good crop.

As a teftimony of the above mentioned progrefs in agriculture,
and the effect of wealth and population in advancing the price
of corn, I fhall add that Mr Young, in his 13th volume of the

LETT. 1L
L T |




|
4L
1
y *FI
Rl
f|
ri'r
o [
f,\

238 LETTER L

Annals of Agriculture has given us the expence to the farmer
of railing a crop of wheat in {ome of the counties in England
at this prefent day, the prime coft amounting to from 58,
tod. to 78 1od. per Winchefter buthel. In vol. 15th he has
alfo given the felling price of grain in the Bannat on the river
Tybufcus, viz. wheat at 15. 43d. rye at 1s. barley at #1d. per
bufhel, and hay at 35. per tun. No {kill nor induftry could

. . ¥ & .-
enable the farmers in England to raife corn at as cheap rates ;

L L]I\_' AT 2T

but notwith{tand g low price of corn, which
Dr Smith fays regulates the price of all things, allow the free
importation of Britifh manufactures into the Bannat, and they
would not only rival but annihilate every manufadlure in

that co LLZtE]'_‘;’.

From every view of the fubjed, in the preceding difcuflion,
it plainly appears, that agriculture and manufa@ures are éfta-
blifhed on very diflerent principles, and that whillt wealth
and population raife \IEJIIE-!tlL‘.I'.':lhI}' the money price of corn, and
other rude produce of the {bil, they have not an ‘equal effec
in advancing the price of manufactures. Thence, although
contrary to Dr Smith’s opinien, we may fairly deduce the

following political maxim: That agriculture, in rich and

populous countries, {tands more in need of a monopoly for its
fupport than manufa&ures ; and that the farther a nation ad-
vances in profperity, it becomes the more neceflary to fecure its
agriculture, not only by reftraining the importation of foreign

corn, but alfo by removing every impediment which may pre-

vent, and by giving every encouragement, which may promote
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the extenfion of cultivation and improvement over the whole
cr face of the country.
'-'lL‘-.
i ' From a review of the arguments of this Juttly celebrated
hs author, I can fee nothing that overturns the principle laid
: down in my former Letter, that if Great Britain wifhes to

preferve her prefent ﬁup:t-'n_n'ir}' in wealth and refources over

the furrounding nations, agriculture muft be protected by al-

g lowing to the hufbandmen prices for their produce propor-
tioned to the internal wealth and profperity of the country ; .

ree and that if; at any time, the bringing in of foreign corn tends '

kst ; to fink the money price of Britith grain below the corref- bi

s ' ponding value of labour and other commoedities, the importa- ; I?I
tion muft be checked by judicious laws, altered from time to "":'
time, at different periods, to correfpond with the profpe- '!1
rous or declining flate of the country, In the inveftigation it
of Dr Smith’s opinions, I have no other intention than, by ‘!I

: fair difeuflion, to fearch out the truth; and to his theory of

II free importation, founded as I think on erroneous principles,

:rl I have laftly to oppofe the favourable effects of a contrary

AL

{yftem, on the agriculture and profperity of this country,

-p -1..-_-1] 'y 1 ]. = 13 n-] TIEPY 1174 I..(". I.,.
45 Cicary inown in the preceding nquiry mto the Corn SAWE,

the and fully afcertained from the profitable experience of more
and than one hundred years.

T 1%

ol It no doubt will prove a matter of furprife, and a juft caufe

for alarm to find, thar, at prefent, in the moft flourifh-

ing ®ra of Britith induftry, when agriculture is carried on
with a larger capital than at any former period, and
when the fkill and induftry of the hufbandmen were never
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fo confpicuous, the quantity of corn raifed in this coun-
try is gradually becoming more and more inadequate to
the confumption and maintenance of the inhabitants, and that
in place of having a large annual furplus quantity of grain
to {pare, we are now every year becoming more and more
dependant on foreign nations, for fubfiftence; a fa& which
is inconteflibly proved by the accounts of the exports and
imports of grain. In purfuing the inquiry into the caufe of
this deficiency, it will be found to proceed, 17, From the ac-
cumulating wealth and luxury of the country, which will tend
to elucidate the principles which I have laid down, when
examining Dr Smith’s theory ; and, 2dly, From our agricul-
ture being cramped by fuch reftraints as prevent the opening
up a more extenfive ficld for cultivation, and which might
render the fupply equal to the increafed confumption of the
kingdom,. .

It has been fhown, in the former part of this Fetter, that it is
generally from countries thinly peopled, and Jll:n-'ing-a confider-
able pertion of their good land in paflure, that confiderabie
quantities of corn can be exported at a low price. Bue
this furplus quantity alfo arifes from the ftate of fociety in
thofe countries at the time ; the inhabitants being cultivators
with few wants, and living with fimplicity, chiefly on vege-
table food and the produce of their herds, a larger furplus. re-
mains after fupplying their frugal neceffaries. If, however,
the population of the country increafes, and the inhabitants
ftill retain their fimple manners, and continue to live on ve-
getable food, it 1s aftonifhing how great a number of inhabi-
tants the {oil will maintain, 1f it poffeffes a moderate degree of
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fertility. The population of Hindoftan when under an effici-
ent government, and the prefenc {tate of China, are a {triking
proof of the obfervation. It is obvious, however, that if
thefe nations were to alter their manner of life, and {ubfift
in a great meafure on animal food, like the people in Encland,
the countries could not afford provifion for their numerous
inhabitants; and that if they could not procure an addi-
tional quantity from other countries, their population would
foon be confiderably diminifhed.

In order to fhow the effe@ which living on vegetable or
on animal food will produce on populaticn, or the abundance
or fcarcity of {ubfiftence which it may occafion to the inhabi-
tants of a country, their numbers remaining ftationary, I
fhall calculate the population, which a farm of 504 acres of
fertile land will maintain, when under a judicious mode of
cultivation, the inhabitants living entirely on vegetable food ;
and the numbers which can be fupported on animal food by

the produce of a like farm when in pafture.

With a view to afcertain this point with as much precifion as
the nature of the calculation will admit of, T called ac the fami-
lies of {feveral Jabourers and mechanics in this place, who live en-
tirely on vegetable food, to learn if poflible the exa@ amount of
their confumption, which [ knew, that, out of policy, they
are always at pains to exaggerate. In the firlt houfe 1 entered,
| 111L'kii}' found the kettle full of potatoes, jull j'\:'-,-,:}' to be put

upon the fire, to be boiled for dinner : the family confifted of

me man, his wife, and one child, a remarkable ftout boy

LETT. II.

O

R AT T e

-
2l

¥




' 24 LETTER N

|
oy - o ] Ty anr T e | 2
! fele of ace. 1 was informed, they regulary dined
] e o
'd fupped upon them every day, and that the quantity
iE T e o s | for 1 - | s e 1 irsmiediate
the kettieé lerved them o' botlh LOE mecals. 1L immediate-
A the nyotatoes 1 he kettle. and fo rhiat thes
-C1 LI yotatoes 11 the Kettle, and 1o At tcy 1.

younds Avoirdupois, and was informed that

» Y] o B [ e
(erved them for breakfalt, iy

I entered was compofed of tl

1.1 ] : - 1 5
ildren, three of whom

family alfo dined and fupped upon
Ll_:_:"_ ['-]'._'l'l;l'.';':,‘-_ to Lil.'\._'7|.1 1-1']' \1[5'15]!_":'

ind I was informed it required

ach day for their breakfaft, Af-

1 L‘.-"l].-'_. 42
A% two meals of potatoes per dav, 1 found, to my aftonifhment,
! 22 libs. Avoirdupois raw potatoes, and 5L ozs
1
i

] hat about

en made into pottage, did adtually maintain,

vl
ALY |

ol one day, 111 2004 lL.\;‘.IL.. .‘.u{h cx

yndition for labour, on an

average, each individual of a family, compofed of two parents
I

and three childr ftock of potatoes lafted.

Having thus afcertained the length which potatoes and oat-

| X i = g . . .
| meal will go as food, when a retable diet only is ufed, I
n that the

L fhall proceed to cal of populati

farm of 504 Eng

| maintain, under the following mode of cropping.

e

h {tatute acres, fertile land, well culuvated,

Mo
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! n the farm 3 one
40 Ibs. meal per buthel = - 49,320

Is, 3024, at 46 lbs, meal per

nad V. B4 acres clover confumed by cattle.

V1. 84 acres oats, at Ho bufhels, cogo bulliels, 13,4

PECK.

075

c04 Acres r 1,753,920 lbs. potatoes, at 1 lbs. per meal to
| each individual - - 153
-

¢ 397,539 lbs. bread, at § Ib. per meal to ditto

1 ecks cat-meal, at 24 m per peck
Lilia 26# L to ditto = =
Garden .
ground. §30 acres. 365 days, at 3 meals per day,

ed, | In this manner, 504 acres of fertile land, the garden ground

the not included, will maintain, when well cultivated, 1977 people

old and youn and if the population of Great Britain amounts

3

to nine millions, it would require only 2,412,746 fertile acres,
well cultivated to maintain them when living on the fame por-

tions of \'cggt\dﬂ;‘ food as the common lh'nL.\]._' do 1n Scotland.

# This is the quality of the flour; of
mily is made. Upon comparing it with Si
I find it to correfpond pretty accurat ly, only coar

eat of an inferior quality.

Hh 2
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[ [hall next proceed to inquire into the number of people
which the fame farm of 504 acres in pafture would maintain

hen living entirely on animal food.

e e X | A | e B R e
['his branch of raral ceconomy, of determining the quantity
g }
of animal food which land will 111'¢|:11:L';'1 ;|fLEar:u|_:_]1 of confider-

1ce, has never been properly attended to. Mr

Young, indeed, has begun the inveftigation ; burt as yet it has
been confined to alcertain the fattening quality of different
ammals and vegetables. Upon conlulting feveral intelligent
farmers, it feemed to be their opinion, that an acre of good
grafs might, in the feafon, increafe the weight of the animals
fed upon it twelve ftone, at 14 1bs to the ftone ; which at 5s. pex
ftone, would afford a good rent, and leave a handfome allow-
ance for management and profit on the capital employed. Fixing
therefore upon 12 {tone as the guantum of animal food, which
an acre of our farm will produce ; upon this data, the 504 acres

will give 6048 ftones, or 84,672 lbs. 1 have not been able to

learn what proportion of weight the bones in the carcafe of an ox

bears to the fHefh ; but allowing three quarters of a

and flelh on an average to a meal for each individual, at 3
meals per day, 84,672 lbs. will fupport an individual 37,632
days ; or, in other words, the produce of the farm will fupport
a population of 103 individuals throughout the year ; dividing
thefe into 20 families, and allowing one fourth of an acre
of garden ground to each family, it amounts in all o 509
acres, Upon calculating from thefe data, it will be found that
it would require 44,475,728 ferule acres, to maintain the po-

yulation of Great Britain, each individual, upen an averape
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ning 24 Ibs. of butcher meat per day ; but the £

[ O acCIrcs

0Tt a 1|f'-'L:‘..1..‘L1.-:-:_II_] ok Lf']_i‘.,l’_ 21 1=
viduals of all age he inhabitants lived on the fame por-
fiors 0L vegetable 1ood, which at preicnt fublift the common
labourers in Scotland.

1 15 s 1 % -
[ have « ilated thele two extre C .

under t meh, or 1 P nge T
1 ut micluding to 1l

&1 10 a ftro:

efedls which livine on veperal will have,
10 fupporung an increafed population, or in renderine {fuftea-

ntiful or fearce ina country. Hence it may be inferred,

s to encourage or preferve the immenfe population of
the caltern nations, the original lawgivers of India difcharzed
1

the eating of animal fooed, and ingrafted t

his political maxim

upon the ancient ftock of l-li]:g'l'it::[,itlll in the countrv., The ab-
ftaining from animal food, however, feems beft fuited to thef:
countries, fituated under a burning fun, where water alone

renders the foil perpetually fertile, in producing vegetable food

for fuppo

ting the inhabitants. In more temperate climartes,
the {oil cannot be kept in a conftant ftate of producing bread

for man, without materially injuring its fertility. The bealls

of the d are allo the children ofwature ; the wills to fupport

them, and the land muft be allowed to afford ¢ th

{uftenance, which reftores, at the fame time, its

raifing corn ;3 and man being formed to live on a m

animal and vegetable food, avails himfelf of this ceconomy of

nature, to add to his enjoyment,
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LETT. 1L From this canfe agriculture, in temperate ¢ limates, will

JC Car-

ried to the greateft perfe@ion in thole countries where tl

1d a certain portion of animal to their vegerable

bitants add

But there is a certain proportion from which, if, in the pro-
grefs of luxury, they deviate, by increafing the quantity of
their animal food, they will certainly feel the want of bread
years to be one of the principal caufes that,

G o g T
corn, wiuciy apj

of late vears, there is an evident deficiency in the growth of
corn in Britain, or rather in England, to {fupply the inhabi-
tants ; and that we are every year becoming more and more
dependent on foreign nations for our daily fupport, in place
of being able, as formerly, to {pare a large furplus quanuty

annually for cxl‘lu'm[lcm.

In order ftill farther to elucidate this important object, and
to {how, in the cleareft manner, the effeét of an increafed con-
fumption of animal food, 1n diminifhing the quantity of corn
raifed in Britain, I'fhall fketch out a {cheme of cultivation
fuited more nearly to the average confumption and population

of the country.
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i ] rd in pottage - 440 3 pecks oat-meal
i at T4 02,100
iy { one fixth in bread 720 bufhels, or 19,200
—— bread at i per meal 2 5,000
. 504
|-J. M -| 2

ywing b b ) ; e
. of an acrd £Td4 ACTES. Meals in the year 1,005)420,505(392,

In this manner, a farm of 504 acres of very fertile land, in

a high ftate of cultivation, could maintain 392 people, old

and young, living on a mixture of animal and vegetable food,
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LETT. II.  of which the above quantities would afford to each individual
for daily confumption
Of animal food 2 - 3 s * 4 oz.
(Bread Wheaten 11b. * o0z
. ; { Ditto Oaten c i
( retable food : “3 ko
o veg +a <; Oat-meal in Pottage 3! !Pz LI
| Potatoes 10 ]

And to maintain the inhabitants of Great Britain, comput-
ing the number at nine millions, and each individual to con-
fume daily, on an average, the quantity of animal and vegetable

food mentioned above, there would be occafion for 11,793,799
acres of very fertile land, in a high ftate of cultivation ; of
which it would require

3,212,318 acres for fattening animal food, producing

nearly 18 flones per acre,
91,780 — for potatoes.

1,052,050 — for barley.

1,652,050 — for clover hay.
1 o — for wheat
1,652,050 — for peafe and beans.
1,652,050 — for oats.

229,451 — for garden ground.

11,703,799 total acres.

¥From the above ftatement it appears, that it would req

3,212,318 fertile acres, to afford four ounces of animal

® The daily confu on of each it idual in Paris, 15 pretty accurately afcertain

mal

-
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per day, to every individual in Britain, But if, at any time,
from the increafe of luxury in the nation, every inhabitant was
to confume one ounce more per day ; in that cafe it would re-

~

quire an additional 803,079 acres of fertile land, one halfin rich
paiture, and nearly the other half in turnip, to fatten and pro-
duce the neceffary quantity ; four-fevenths of which, or 458,000
acres, were annually carrying luxuriant crops of corn. But even,
computing thefe crops at the Jow average of two quarters per
acre, it would occafion an annual failure of ¢ 17,500 quarters,
which will account for the difference between the moft flou-
rithing period of the Corn Trade, and the deficiency of latter
times. Whoever, therefore, confiders with attention the in-
creafed confumption of animal food in Britain, within thefe
fifty years laft paft, and particularly fince the peace of 1763,
will {ee good caufe for the growing fcarcity of corn,

Before I leave this part of my Inquiry, I muft mention an-
other effect of luxury, in adding to the fcarcity both of ani-
mal and vegetable food, viz. the great degree of fatnefs to
which the people in England now require to have their beef
and mutton fed, till, as Milton defcribes the cattle in Para-
dife,

On the grafs,
Couch’d, and now fill'd with pafiure, gazing fat,

they can hardly ftand on their legs, or travel a few miles to
be flaughtered. There is reafon to believe, that half the quar
tity. of land would feed cattle moderately fat, thac

T
i

is required

to put them in condition for flaughtering in England ; and it

Ii
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is more than probable, that the great noife that has been made,
of late years, about increafing the fize of live ftock, is a fpecies
of quackery which is a real lofs to the nation. Small animals
certainly take on more fat, in proportion to their food, than
large ones, for two obvious reafons: 14, The furface of {mall
animals is much greater, in proportion to their weight, than
large ones ; and as the fat is moftly laid on the furface, they
have confequently a larger fpace to lay it on. 24y, The mui-
cular fibres of fmall animals are lefs tenfe than thofe of large
ones, and admit more eafily that portion of the far which is
infinuated, in the procefs of fattening, into the interior vehicles
of the mufcular flefh. I knew an experiment that was tried on
the fattening of large and fmall oxen with turnips and hay : The
large oxen ate double the quantity of the fmall ones while fatten-
ng ;
L.12 Sterling, but two {imall ones, which confumed no more

food, were fold for L. 16, Thus, it is probable, that a con-

they were all fold at the {ame time, each large ox brought

Giderable walte is occafioned in the nation, from increal

the fize of the domeflicated animals, and certainly not a little

alfo from rendering them extremely fat before they are flangh~

tered.

Nor is the increafed confumption of animal food the only
caufe of the fcarcity of corn; the immenfe number of horfes
Low trained for war, or luxury, or kept for the more necef-
fary purpofe of carrying on the largely extended internal
commerce of this country ; in tranfporting the rude materials
to the fite of manufacturcs, and returning the manu fadtured

articles to the different markets and ports in the kingdom, in
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carrying the ftone, brick, wood, and iron, neceffary for
erecting the numerous buildings throughout the nation. Al
thefz branches of induftry muft demand a great number of
horfes, that will not only require a very confiderable quantity
of corn, but allo a large portion of land muft be withdrawn
from cultivation for fupplying them with hay and grafs,
either to enable them to enduare hard labour, or to put on the
pampered fleek appearance neceflary for {how and luxury. In
order to form an idea of this confumption, I fubmit the fol-

lowing calculation.

From the ftatement already given, it appears, that it would
require near 12 millions of fertile acres, in a high ftate of
cultivation, to fupport the population of Great Britain, Butit
is more than probable that it actually requires 24 millions of
acres, of the average quality of arable land ; and allowing §

horfes to every 100 acres in cultivation, that gives of

Horfes ufed in agriculture - - 1,200,000
Do kept for pleafure, which pay tax - 214,000
Do fuppofed not entered - - < 50,000
Do Cavalry, including levies of all deferiptions - 30,000

Do pofting horfes, mail, and hackney coaches, colts
and fillies, not taxed : - = 250,000
Do employed in the carriage of rude materials and

manufactured commodities = % 256,000

Total, 2,000,000

Suppofing each horfe, on an average, to be fed 200 days in

the ftable, at 20 pounds hay and 3 pecks Scotch per day, equal
(12

LETT. II
L
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to 4000 Ibs. of hay, and 56 Winchefter bufhels in 200 days,
but, with extra feeding, fuppofe

" 6o bulhels, the produce of - 1 fertile acre
6o bufhels, tl 1 £ fertil

gooo pounds of hay, or 352 cwt. the produce of 1 fertile acre
At pafture, 165 days, when he eats the grafs of 1 fertile acre

A horfe therefore confumes the produce of 1 fertile acres;
and 2 millions of horfes will require 6 millions of fertile
acres to maintain them. Upon this calculation, Great Bri-
tain will confume on horfes annually, 15 millions of gquar-
ters of grain, of which, about one million is now imported
from foreign nations; belides, the produce of 4 millions of
acres of fertile land in hay and pafture.

In the period from 1730, to 1750, when Great Britain was
exporting the greateft quantity of furplus corn, after fupplying

thie inhabitants, the tunnage of her fhipping amounted, upon

an average of that period only to 475,940 tuns, whereas it now

amounts to near three times as much, being in the year 1792,
1,396,003 tuns®* The revenue arifing from the poft-office in

the year 1754 amounted to only L. 210,663: it was in 1793,

L.607,268 1; from which it may be fafely inferred, that the in-
ternal commerce of Great Britain has been tripled fince the
period that the largeft quantity of furplus grain was exported ;
the increafe of wealth and luxury has alfo been very great, and
if we allow that the number of horfes kept for pleafure have
increafed in the fame proportion, the additional numbers now
smployed may be eftimated thus.

1-“'_1". C'.

almers” Eflimate of Great Britain.
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Horles kept at prefent for pleafure - 264,000 LETT. 11
- . L
For the carriage of goods, &e. - 250,000
For pofting, and for mail and hackney coaches 86,000
600,000
Dedu@ one-third in the former period - 200,000
Increafed number of horfes highly fed - 400,060
Allowing three acres of fertile land for the maintenance of eack

horfe, this addition to the number of horfes will withdraw
1,200,000 acres of fertile land, from affording fuftenance to the
inhabitants of Great Britain. Here alfo is fufficient caufe for
a great deficiency in the produd@ion of corn j and when we al-
{o take into the account the amazing effect of an increafe in the
confumption of animal food, we need not be furprifed at the
prefent {carcity of bread corn, nor at the annual deficiency of
one million of quarters of grain, when com paring the quantity
now brought into the kingdom, with the quantity formerly
exported, even although the population of the country had con-
tinued the fame, or had even declined ; notwithftanding the
induftry and the capital of the cultivators of the foil have been
greatly increafed fince the period when the large furplus quan-
tity of corn was annually exported.

| The great increafe of grafs land rapidly extending over the
kingdom is obferved by many of the agricultural reporters.
I fhall, however, confine myfelf to one fentence, taken from the

improved report of the agriculture of the county of Lancafhire
at this period (1795) the diminution of arable land is litely
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¢ become a ferious calamily to the nation at large) It is not
by giving an immenfe bounty on the importation of fo-
reign corn, that the legiflature of Great Britain will make up
for the annual deficiency in the produce of grain; for what
is this but reforting to the weekly diftribution of ancient
Rome, under another form, to relieve the wants of the imnhabi-
tants. But it muft be by removing every obflrudtion to the
extention of cultivation over the wafte lands, and every bar to
the raifing crops of corn, by the moft produétive modes of
hufbandry on the fields already improved. As alfo by adopt-
ing every judicious regulation which will reduce the price of
bread, and encourage the confumption of vegetable food. To
cffect thefe defirable objeéts, [ humbly fubmit the following re-
gulations to the confideration of the legiflature, as the prin-
ciples on which laws may be founded ; for encouraging agri-
culture ; for promoting the intereft of proprietors, cultivators,
and manufacturers ; and finally for adding to the wealth, capi-

tal, and refources of the fltate,

T : o : o gt
Regulations for promoting the improvement of the Wafle Lands, for
enconraging Agriculture, and for rendering the lands more pro-

dullive, whick arc already in a fit fate for cultivation.

17, A general law for dividing commons in England, a

meafure now under the confideration of Parliament.

2dly, By heightening the import rate of foreign oats, the crop
which can be firft raifed to the greateft advantage on Wafte

Lands, in order to fecure to the cultivators, a fufficient return
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for the labour and capital employed.—Nuze. This regulation
would operate as a tax on horfes, in favour of agriculture, by
raifing a lictle the price of oats, without materially increafing
the price of the food of the inhabitants. As the fame advancce
in luxury, which increafes the confumption of oats in the
feeding of horfes, leflens the confumption of oatmeal as the
food of man, by the gradval introduétion of wheat as bread
corn. The expence of cultivating Wafte Land, from the
prefent high price of labour and every article of confumption,
muft now be very great ; and on the Wafte Lands in Scotland,
and a great part of thofe in England, it is by cultivating oats.

that a great fhare of the expence may be indemnified.

3dly, By a law for fettling on the clergy a fixed revenue in
corn, (as grain will always rife in price with the increafing de-
mand for labour, in countries advancing in wealth and pro-
{perity under well regulated governments, and when ftationary,
it becomes the exact meafure of the real value of every com-
maodity,) and freeing the cultivators from every fpecies of tythe.
Note, Whilft tythes are drawn, cultivation can never be carried
on with fpirit, or approach towards perfection; and as the
country advances in wealth, the paying of tythes will occafion
more land bcing withdrawn from :'aiﬁng corn, and will pre-
vent old paftures from being ploughed up for cropping, as it
now requires greater capitals and exertions of fkill in the cul-
tivators, to replace the rent, expence of cultivation, and profit
on ftock, than formerly. Therefore, tythes now fall more heavy
on the induftry of the hufbandman, and prove a greater check

to his a L‘hl_iv]t}'.
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4,*;,’;{}-, Dy a ftatate to amend the poor laws®* 11 F.ng]aml, which
prevent labourers, mf_'L'll;miL‘H, and 111.‘L511.1i‘;LC1111'ul'5, who can-
not find employment in one parith, from removing to another,
where they can get work, and burden the farmers with a
variable arbitrary tax for their {upport, to the number fre-
quently in country parifhes, of one half of the whole inhabitants,
and to the amount perhaps of one half; or three fourths of their
rent. Where is this evil to ftop? farmers muil difcourage
population, and turn their farms into grafs, out of fear of
being ruined by poors rates? The rent of land ought to be
precifely afcertained, for tythes and poors rates operate, like
the taille under the former government of France, and moft

materially difcourage cultivation.

s5thly, A tax on all lands held by farmers without a leafe, or
any regulation that will encourage landlords to grant leafes to
their tenants ; otherwife, no fpirited exertions in agriculture
can be carried on in Britain: holding land from year to year
may {uit the cultivation of the vineyards in France, where
only labour and a few forry tools are neceflary, but is deftruc-
tive of good ]111{1):1:‘1111‘}? in this country, where a large capital
muft be invefted in agriculture,

6thly, A tax on all lands occupied by tenants when reftriét-
ed from cultivation by the landlord. If the ftate be in want
of bread-corn, or any other production which the foil affords,
the proprietor, who ties up the hands of his tenants from con-

nce writing the above, the poor laws have been brought under the confideration
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tributing a proportional relief, is certainly no friend to his

country. Nothing can be more abfurd than the modes of

prefcribed by fome landlords to their tenants; for

inftance, obliging them ro fallow their lands every third year,
preventing them from fubftituting turnips 1n place of the fal-
low ; prohibiting them from planting potatees, or from fow-
ing wheat, after peafe and beans, reffraining them from ploe-
ing bay or paflure lands®, Grant tenants leafes for twenty years,
and let all reftriftions be abolithed, at leaft till the laft three or
four yecars of the leafe, allowing them to crop their farms in the
manner moft advantagecus for their own and the public inte-

Ihple Faer

reft. Relieved from thefe fetters, they will give an advanced T

n of that coun

nd they farm, in order to render the foil more produétive, for fupplying the

-3

fays, ¢ While 1 was at Spain’s Hall, Mr Ruggles offered to feveral neighbours alarge

¢ figld of {tanding grafs, ready o s part of it for 255, per acre, and partat

g excellently good, and the crop large,
at this, 1

ired fheep would not pay for hay ; that

in hay; and not be five (hi rs the better for it 3 that the

¢ fame remark is applicable to cows, which will never, for any guantity, pay more

han 5. 6d. per ewt, § ¢ there is not a meadsmy [ 1 e canniry, bt moould §

riven by tenants, when

15 modes of cultiva-

bitants. In his Account of a Diltri& in Effex, in the Annals of Agriculture, he
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riculture will become more productive, and the ftate

P - will reap the benefit of their exertions.
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17 By a law for lowering the duty on beer .or ale of a

n defeription, to enable the labourer, manufacturer, and

echanic, to purchafe a nourifhing liquor at a moderate price,
{o as to encourage them to live more on bread and ale, and

with rye gri {z,

mic L'I'-j'-i-li'l'_;l_
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lefs on butcher meat, as well as to difcourage the pernicious

ufe of {piritous liquors.

2dly, By a law for regulating weights and meafures, parti-

cularly thofe by which corn is {old ; although this is one of

the moft important branches of police it is thamefully negleé

ed, owing to its being left to the management of i

bodies in towns. The corn meafures are fraudulentls
ed from time to time, and are all of them much lareer t
the ftandard ; the confequence that follows is, that in fixing
the price of bread by the aflize, it is always rated and fold at
a higher price than the law allows in proportion to the real

price of wheat by the Winchelter bufhel.

3dly, By a law for regulating the aflize of bread, after
afcertaining the exa@ quantity of flour produced from wheat

of different weights, and the exa quantity of bread produced

from a given quantity of flour ; not by taking the opinion of

corn factors, millers, or bakers, in a commitree room of the
Houfe of Commons, but after a number of actual experi-
ments, repeatedly made by intelligent men not interefted in

the trade¥.

By the pr

mode of regalation, the law [ay

bs. and to p ¢ 42 Ibs. of flour, only

law direfls this ur to be divided in the bolting

qual finene(s ; of the fine half the whea
Eoufehold : The law fuppofes, that there are

duce of a bufliel of wheat § but from

Kk 2
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corn to the get one fifth of the weight abftracted

by the miller for grinding.—2Nute. The bill introduced {fome

time ago by Sir Francis Daflet, on this {ubje®, feemed well
calculated to remedy the q_'c_-!‘.il‘-!'_aint:, of the poor people, and

encourage the confumption of bread corn#.

l'\l-_il’-_'ll 5 15I'r-t_;', K 15 NOw ji:';;lll-

My Supplement to your [

ed; in which 1 have vent fuch farther re-

gulations, as have occurred to me, to be necellary for im-
! é

: o : b . G I
proving the {yfltem of our Corn Laws, and for rendering the

fumprtion of the kingdom

produce equal to the increafing co
It was alfo my intention to develope the caufes, which, in ad-
dition to the errors in that {fyftem, have, of late years, occafioned

Great Bri

1111 Wwrl'cat

a {carcity of bread co n; and I have endeavour-

ed to prove, that,in a country rapidly advancing in wealth and
refinement, the encouragement of Agriculture is not only ne-

ceflary for fecuring the continuance of the national profperity,

bread, made from of Hour, in
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li | LETT. 1. but is the only effectual means of promoting plenty, and of
o increafing the power and refources of the flate.
| |

Uy If I have thrown any additional light on this important
&4 object, fo as to tend in the fmalleft degree to the advantage
of my country, it will prove a fufficient recompence to,

My dear Sir,
I, Your fincere Friend,
And obedient Servant,
WM Mackik.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Dirom, nl‘}
Mount Annan, Edinburgh.
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No I.

THE Principles, upon which the Ancient M Toney of England, and
f Scotland, is converted into the prefent Sterli ing Mo ney, are
)llul} a8 Eu 1OWS

o

e

[
L. Tale or Denomination

In England, and in Scotla 1d, at the time of the Cor juelt, there
were teenty thillings in the Coinage pound of Silver; which con-
tinued, with very lictle variation, in England, till r!nc year 1347;
and, in Scor LL..\K till 13006 : but now there are ixty-tawo fhillings
in I.|'1 e Coinage pound of Silver in ]m h kingdom 5 s 16 that L. 100,

' at that time, were equal to L. 310 of the prefent 111-:.'-_-1; ’» 1R point
if tale or d:t‘.o;n—m;z{lun,
| T i - ¥ A
| I1. ].fr'."z';':';'.-., or I early Value.
. - L = ;

Prior to the fixteenth century, the anterelt or yeariy value of
money, in both England and L:m tland, was abour fixsecn per cent,
but which is now reduced to Jive per cent. ber annum.

ExampLE.—Money being raifed or reduced in val

ExaMPLE—~—Noney being raifed or reduced in value according

yearly legal produce of i, L. 100, bearing intereft ar 10 #
s L'-\!H'L' 'M. \'.ﬂmr to L. 200, bearing only ¢ #er cent. and ot I1U
{ums 1 So that L. 100 of ancient mo ey, being equal
| . . r . = =
| 310, 1N point ol denomi n only, and morney be-
only ; therefore, the L. 310,
o L. gg2 of the prefent
| MOncy.
| ing Tables will thew tl v, at diff .1 rent
the Conqueit t in E:
] in Scotland ‘ may be c
d into iatien in the
or d 0Of I.;-‘I 8] t]J i','L
| and e hi :
|
_— e = aEmac
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4 APPENDIX, No L

THE following Table contains an account of the price of Whea
in England, with the value in the money of the times, and in the

prefent money, calculated on the principles that have been flated,
as far back as it can be obtained upon proper authority, that is

irom 1223, down to the year 1764

Prior to the year 1646, the prices have been taken from the
collection of Bifhop Fleetwood, from the ftatute books, and othe:
authentic decuments.

From that period to the prefent time, we have certain and dif~
tinét accounts of the price of Wheat; which, from 1646 to 1700,
have been allo taken from Bifhop Fleetwood's colle@ion ; and the
Bifhop has informed us, that they were colle@ed from the audit

books of Eton College *.

From 1706 to 1770 inclufive, the prices have been likewife ex-
tracted from the audit books of the fame College ; and the account
15 certified by Dr Roberts, the prefent Provoft of the College.

Thefe prices {hew the rates at the market of, Windfor, which de-
termine the fum, or converfion in money, to be paid for Wheat
to Eron College ; they are made up twice in the year, at Lady-day

and Michaelmas, and being joined, the medium is taken.

The Wheat payable to Eton Coll ge is of the beft kind, and nine
Dbufhels are payable for the q

' ; fo that thefe prices muft be

higher than the general run of the markets of England.

From 1771 to 1784 inclufive, the prices of Wheat are taken from

&1

the Corn regifter eftablithed by law ; and the account of them is at-

1 T 2 1 L 1
'I_L'l'_;'{! f)}' |‘i LTL}U]L‘I Wood.
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1—_“.‘-"'—-; ice of the Quarter of Wheat in Engl [ |- 1
A | -
; the quarter of wheat —_— - 3 13 il 4 o
' ¥ %1 3 19
Sagsiy . ;
T % ' X [_; L -
BRI . [Tl
R ARrARY | i :
L o
¥l ¥ K :
61 3 % 8
= iy : 6 7
.J 1 ] ¢ ]
fin
L o t
S | - | 4 y i
o 1 22 Ry P = |
i he quarter of wheat d ediz 8 1 17
2R Importation, when the quarter of wheat dic diz 8 1
% == {Price of the quarter of wheat —— = o 6la 8§
I — |Price of ditto C— _— - K< | il 2.1g
R T s IPrice of ditro il i [t 1 1 =
o | = [Price of ditto e oot i 36 ola 3 2
= |i‘:i..'u of ditto — T ¢ S
| — IPrice of ditto _— — T Y O R
l — C ditto e — — 2 L 3 11
o | of t ¢ = i J 13 8
R ion, when the guarter of wheat did exceed 21 4
i .
= of the quarter of wheat S — 2 2
I i of ditto — A — Y )
5 % 5 f’ b v T
: — ¢ of ditto e —— — 2 6 8 210
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8 APPENDIX, No L

Price of the Quarte of Wheat in England.

M. |[Price of the quarter of wheat —_— -
{Price of ditto
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3

¢ lAnno - e . ‘ o b, !
ney. Dom, E'5. Price of the Quarter of Wheat in England.
2 ¢ of the quarter of wheat —_
| Price of ditto .
| |.'\\'-_r.!|_1c of thefe 10 years S
(1741 — Price of the quarter of wheat FEs
[t742 — Price of S %
1743 _— Price of ditto e it
1744 — {Price of ditto = —
1745 == Price of ditto —_— ——
Al IPrice of
1746 — irice ol e —
(1747 J— EPEJL‘E of i i
IIT-JH — |Price of ditto — -
1749 - |Price of ditto - — —_—
17590 — {Price of ditto — e Al
Average of the laft 1o years — -—
1% 51 — Price of the quarter of wheat ———
I 5 IPrice of ditto st ——
|1; |Price of ditto e e
I Price of ditto — —_—
[r7 Price of ditto —en e
g Price of ditto P —
L7 Price of ditto —_— B
& Price of ditto _—
L7 Price of ditto e e
e 3 IPrice of ditto
| « |Average of thefe 1o years _—
(1461 — Price of the quarter of wheat —i
[+ 762 = Price of ditto — -
1963 b Price of ditto asnny e
1564 iz Price of ditto —— -
17565 — Price of ditto I =S
|17f:h —- ipT!CC “}, -.:E[:u J— —
126 — Price of ditto —_— e
i ¥t 1
1768 — Price of ditto _— —
{76y — Price of ditto — —
lpm=rc = Price of ditto -
I . -
s fAverage of thele 1o years - ==
lagor — {Price of the quarter of wheat — —_
4 . . N
1792 = Price of ditto i —
' e R -
||u_«| = Price of ditto —_—
(I :
| « |Exportation, when the quarter of w
| ~{Fmpurtation, when the quarter of wheat 15 at or above
{reay o El’ri.a;e of the quarter of wheat S —_
{e77s _— [Price of ditto _—
1746 = (Price of ditto — — —_—
1779 = Price of ditto — —
1748 - {Price of ditto — =
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n the Anno e e NES | Sterlu

money. ':J.-'.'...l' Anno Reg Price of the Quarter of Wheat in England. | | sheney.
! — ——————— e R £, o,
| 3 . ; 3 :
{t779] 19 Geo. 3 [Price of the quarter of wheat -— —_ 1 13 8B
158c — Price of ditto —_ —_— I 1; 8§
‘ Average of the laflt re years — - z 4 6
1781 - Price of the quarter of wheat - - 2 4 &

lt=82 — Price of ditto e L l2 = 1

= e . | =
|'| 783| Price of ditto e e 2 12 8
{x78 i —_ Price of .Ii1_.'-~ s S — l2 8 10
] SAverage of thefe 4 years — S— l2 8 6
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ENGLAND ALONE. |

1655 | =

|
| |
|
|
|
|
| -
EOGD —
|
|
|
|
|

700 | —

/

Wheat and I 14,698
. H:_ GOO
Oarmeal — 205

:.{L_;t':' — ‘

Wheat and ir L o
darley and Malt — =—
Oats and Oatmeal —

Rye 2T o

314 §ag0l
=t = 4
— 1,23
]
.. . 105 350!
|
| 2,95 2,116
Wheat and Flour — =
Barley and Malt e —
Oats and Oarmeal -— [
12
Rye ~— =
2 |
Wheat _— — |
Barley and T — —
Oats and Oarmeal == |
Rye — - | 13:917 —

“Wheat and Flour — o
and Malt =— e :
nd Oarmeal —_ — | Qo 1

j'
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T ENGLAND ALONE. | [ f
B — | =
Whear and Flour — —_ 00314 24
: Barley and Male —_ — | 133,003 - |
1704 = Oats and Oatmeal — —_ | 210 — |
lye =HE —_ 205285 -—
252,422 3|
Wheat and Flour — -— | oh,1H 5| — I
o I5;11|:}l and Malt —_— —_ 135,753 =
Ljes = 7y Oats and Oatmeal = = 160 —
Rye — _— | :;,':5-"| —
| I, e L Br——
| | 2:!).12-‘{' — 1
; Wheat and Flour e — | 188,332/ 'E?.
- Barley and Malt — — | 151,300| — |
e = Qats and Oatmeal e == 6z 579
| | Rye - — 40,992 —
| | E |
i | 389,592 "':.ﬁ.
| e e L
| Wheat and Flour e — 74155 — |
Tty Barley and Malt — — 115,024 — [
| o7 g Oats and Oatmeal — — 104 12
| Rye = -— 1,032 —_
} | ._2.;,::;: 13|
i | ==t
'g | ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND. 'I
| ‘ Wheat and Flour == P :,4',-:1I 81|
e Lo Barley and Malt — -— 127:727| a2 |
1708 | England— L{_);ﬁs and Qatmeal e = 68| -!
Rye —_ — 13720 - |
r'\\"ilﬂ::zt and Flour _ — 503 —
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 16,203 o
1708 ESCU'.!..i:hl— Qatmeal PR — — n,:ggi == |
| | Rye — — 12| = ‘
‘ | LHulled Barley  — ot _— 30
i | 238,858 1551.’1i
| | Wheat and Flour —— — |_._;_;;!
| vooa | Ensland Barley and Malt — — 0ob
1709 | SEEIE=S Ouats and Oatmeal — - : |
| _Rye — — 166,513] —

1

Carried forward |

516,678
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|
1 Years. ! GREAT BRITAIN. |
i ]
| E:l\nl‘z_"]l: forward —_— — — 516,675 24150
Wheat and Flour — i | 1,38 - |
i Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt | I5;2C = !
1709 |Scotland QOats and Oatmeal —— — | 2,785 — |
: 1 | R“ = o : G| e
i 'I Hulled ”.u‘l.:}' [ — — |
| 536,627
t
1 . -
1 Wheat and Flour — e ‘ 13,024
- Barley and Malt —_— — Bs,275
= 1oz J 2= 0
| Xixa Ll'g"'ml'_ Oats and Oatmeal — —— 1235 2ia
. Rye - -— 12,210 -
i Wheat and Flour — - 2,683 —
| | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Male =560 —
) i J it i
1710 | Scotland—< Oats and Oatmeal — — | 684 =
'LR}'G: — —_— 21 o
Hulled Barley — = | e 31
1
) | 122,35 2| 1,2
t and Flour e — | 76,04 1| =
A Pielatidis arley and Male = — 148,389) i
] | BT = Oats and Oatmeal — — 32X -
| Rye — — 37:957 —
£ | |’\\'l|c‘1t and Flour — — 3,092 i
) I Bear, Barley, Barley Meal, and Male 26,09¢ e
; | 1911 |Scotland—< Oats and Oatmea — — 8,593 —
1 R:,': s—— Lo = - 18 .
| | Lllullul Barley — - — | r.-_;4
| | | '_-'\'\-,'ul'\i‘)l 19
Wheat and Flour — = | 1 1:.li|| =
| Enpland Barley and Male —_ - |1 21E;403] —
Lxgxas | IEianda— Oats and Oatmeal -— 304 =
! ‘ Rye — —_ — | 17,93 \i i
| | Wheat and Flour — —_— | _i..\‘-iﬁ —_—
Scotland Beer, Beer Meal, Barley, and Malt ! 30,895 1
3 | 1713 | * cotlantd—"2 15 and Oatmeal — — | 6,831 E=
i LR ye — — ! 83 -
1 | “!,f_-i'i.'| 1
. e .__.__h—-n_-'r_-—'-c_-iv.-;q"":'_— —— - . S o T g
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Scotlamd— ¢ Dats iand Oatmeal
| Rye S

\Peale and Beans

and Flour
o B ey, Barley
F I1H""J'M'-_‘l‘-].ll:;'.|5.|| Oarmeal

>
NG —

Wheat and Flour
H.ll!t':\r and .\[.I:[
Oats and Qatmeal
Rye —

Wheat and Flour
Beer, Barley, Barley
Oats and Oatmeal

and—

Scotland —

Rye 2

tley, Barley Meal, and

e aly and Ml

5]'::'!'.‘. Beer Meal, [1:.1:I'i'_:.'_. and Malt
(vats and Oarmeal

»
IV —
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1710

171G

7L
i [ S

1..:‘ I\|| | - L

nd—

Scotla

England—

|
! Scotland—
.l

England- —l

|
|
! Scotland—
|

|L'-': 3 1 ] :“: :I
Oats and Oatn -
Rye 7 o e
L Peale and Beans = 327
3"""::--'.
== i)
lhts .:1 d Oatmeal —
Rye e
Wheat and }I“I. —
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 54
Oats and Oatmeal - L4,
Rye - - 30
567,382
Wheat and Flour —
Barley and Malt — -
Oats and Oatmeal e
Rye - e
"W hicat and ].mur —— —
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malkt
Oats and Oatmeal —_ —
Rye — —
X [ |
6Go5,322!
Wheat and Flour — —
Hﬂl;_v and Malt — — |
Oats and Oatmeal —_— — !
Rye _ —
Wheat and ! lour — —
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt
Oats and Oatmeal —_ S
Lye — -
456;0
® - - o :
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|
| ¥ears | GREAT BRITAIN.

| Wheat and Fiour — =

| Barley and Malt — —

| England—< 0o¢q and Oatmeal —

l R\L T TR,

| W "heat and Flour —_

| | Beer, Barley, Darley I\Im! and Malt

| 1721 | Scotland— < Oats and Oatmeal —

] Rye — A
Peafe and Beans —_

Wheat and Flour — —
Jarley and Malt - |
Oats and Oatmeal _ |
R\.L — —_ 1
| r Wheat and Flour

1 Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, "md Malt
Secotland— ¢ Oats and Oatmeal - |

|
14522 I ingland —
|

Rye —_ —
| Peafe and Beans -

Wheat and Flour —
Barley and Male e — |
Oats and Oatmeal —
‘ -Rye — ==
| r Wheat and Flour —

| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt |
Seatland— 4 Oats and Qatmeal —

| Rye — =

| Peafe and Beans — =

1723 | England—

178,880
_i:,.;,'a_g;i

324

Wheat and Flour — |
”:11’](}' and Malt —_ — |
Oats and Oatmeal o |
| Rye — —_ |
| ~Wheat and Flour i |

| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt |
Scotland— ¢ Oats and Oatmeal )

| Rye — i

| Peafe, Beans, and Buck Wheat |

wnia | -Brcland—
1724 England

o
=
A

=l = Ohde

b Ly
-
o

I

61,795
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(5
3

25 | England—

GREAT BRITAIN.

Wheat and Flour
Barley and Malt
Oats and Oatmeal
Rye =

r Wheat and Flour

Beer, Barley, Darley Meal, and Malt

Scotland— ¢ Oats and Oatmeal

England—

Scotland—

England—

| Scotland—

Scotland—

| Rye s

L Peafe and Beans

Wheat and Flour
Barley and Malt
Oats and Oatmeal
Rye

Wheat and Flour

Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt

Oats and Oatmeal
Rye 2

Wheat and Flour
Barley and Malc
Oars and Oarmeal
Rye gt

r “:]u at and Flour

Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt

d Oats and Oatmeal
| Rye —

L Peafle, Beans, and Peal

Wheat and Flour
Barley and Male
Oats and Oarmoal
Rye —
Wheat and Flour

|
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt |

< Oats and Oatmeal
| Rye =
L Peafe and Beans

& I‘*l.':!|_

1
=
“
142,183 —_ |
355:943 _—
1413 20
18,84¢ e
1,443 -
v |
39,795 = |
o =aal e i
3,922 |
1,335 =

L18 —

If\ 547 —

:._-;'I -_—

279 —_

£ ——
219,06 198,595

1]
o
o
o
*'
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| Exported Imported I
Years. | GREAT BRITAIN. Quarters. Quarters. |
| Wheat and Flour —_— 18,993 4513-'5!
[ England Barley and Malt —_ — 135.394 14,202
1729 | Logland=< Oats and Qatmeal — 2,541 184, Ci)"
: Rye — — 1,40 132,040
| Wheat and Flour i — -_— |
I 11U Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 9177 — ll
! 9 Lt o Ohats and Oarmeal - - 6,808 —
i i Kye = —— 17 —— |
| | —_— —
i 174,459 373.655]
| ‘ Wheat and Flour = 93:47 26|
i Eneland Barley and Male —- -— 194,429 155
L73° ~NEIANC—2 Nats and Oatmeal — 4479 95,149
! \.‘\'l — — 12,304 —_—
| Wheat and Flour 559 —
| Beer, Barley, Barley Me :I., and Malt 23,882 -—
1759 | Scotland— < Oats and Oatme al —_ 1,933 _—
' Rye — 165 —
Peafe, Beans, .m:l. Buck Wheat — 1|
331,812) 95612
Wheat and Flour . 139,025 4
Bralind— !_11 :rl;}r and Moale — - It{;l.lfsl 1,803
& (ats and Qurmeal — 1;8¢0 15 893
Ryc = — 21,009 —
{ Wheat and Flour - 6z —
Beer, Barley, |rl<,y Meal, and Malt 10 753 e
Scotland— 4 Oats and Oatmes — 2,06 5| —
(A9 }'L‘. — — 3'_13 —
L Peale and Beans — 2G2) —
~Wheat and Flour —
FAean Barley and Malt — —
-NEIANE=—9 Outs and Ourmeal —
Kve — —
Wheat and Flour —

Heer, Barley, lnru} Meal, and ['-i:l.h
Oars and Oauneal e
Rye —_ —

Scotland——
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it

1733

e ——————
=T
L
£

-
|
s
(v

-

~3

Tad
=N

1735 |

]
_]',\'pu;l.;l | ¢
GREAT BRITAIN, Quarters. |
|
“Wheat and Flour - — 27,199 =
5 T Barley and Malt —_— — 240,713 —
El:b]and" Oats and Oatmeal — - 1,45::'i 9
Rye - - - | 28,155 -
Wheat and Flour - | 200 -
oot Beer, Darley, Barley Meal, and Malt | 18,349 s
3 Oats and Oatmeal — 2,63 —
Rye —= = 371 —
719,117 16|
1
-Wheat and Flour - - 9 =
IT l_’] 1 ];.!TIC:}' '.'ll'l(.l J\I.!:t e — % i i ]"'
“NEIANG—=1 Oats and Oatmeal - o3y 9|
Rye = - 15,735)| — |
Wheat and Flour - — 55 — |
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 25,862 — E
Scotland— < Oats and Oatmeal | —_ 51578 -— |
| Rye = = 253 - |
L Buck Wheat and Peale - ez :i
7501555 9|
Wheat and Flour — 153.3.',_-! 9
2ol Barley and Malt h— — 277,303 o
England— Oats and Oatmeal - 1,:;'1|i 6,430
Rye — — 1,33 —
r Wheat and Flour - — 1,936 —
| Beer, lS,n'Ig-}-, !’a;u]t‘y Meal, and Malt 1"3,99| —
Beotland— {4 Oats and Oatmeal — — 24,841 =i
| Rye - _— 203) e
L Peafe and Buck Wheat - — | Jli
450 868 6, ;wi
Wheat and Flour — - 118, |-r:| .j!l
Barley and Malt — — I, -(,-_ A
Zaoland— ¥ 9403 |
]:'1"'.: fba Ouats and Oatmeal —_ — 1,197 i Zﬂglt
Rye — — - i 1,221 —
r Wheat and Flour — A7 rlr
| Beer, Barley, Darley Mes |§,. ||1|I Mal: 23 o9l -= |
Scotland— 4 Oats and Oarmeal - | 16,618 - |
t T | |
ye - 2= gof — |
LPeale and Deans - | — { P |['
I e ————— — e —
| 250 :.!;FI:J 286
_-—_*—.— e — - - - - --- = .

i
o
o
3
}
2
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GREAT BRITAIN.

1 11p;|l't|;l'|

Quarters.

Wheat and Flour e —

- Burley and Malt — e
England—1 0,15 and Oatmeal — -
_Rve e — il

r Wheat and Flour e i

| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt
| Scotland— < Outs and Oatmeal — —

| Ry
L Peafe and Buck Wheat —

IWheat and Flour - —

Faplarid Barley and Malt - —
NEIANG— 2 Outs and Oatmeal e —_
Rye — == =

Wheat and Flour - =
| Beer, Barley, Barley Mea
Seotland— ¢ Oats and Oatmeal — —

| Rye - -
Buck Wheat o -
Wheat and Flour — —
i Barley and Malt — —
England— Oats and Datmeal —_ —_—
Rye T —

Wheat and Flour = e

| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt

Scotland—- ¢ Oats and Oatmeal — i
| R}'c —_— — —
| Peafe, Beans, and Buck Wheat

Wheat and Flour — —
. Barley and Malt = —
ingland—
England Oats and Oatmeal — —
Rye it — =
[ Wheat and Flour — —

| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt |
Scotland— + Oats and Oatmenl - —

| Rye — ==

L Peafe, Beans, and Buck Wheat

32
|

1|
21
2l
=
al

=X I
e

32

= |
1

24

)

5400

|
1,333
1,0g0|
— !
EZ0
§13

27
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ArieTs.

Yeiits: GREAT BRITAIN.
i Flour —_ -_—
3 d Malt —
1741 | En its and Oarmeal —
[ Wheat and Flour e —
| | Beer, Barley, Darley Meal
1741 | Scotland— and Qarmeal o
LPeafe, Be and Indian Corn
Wheat and Flour . d
L l’n-.lhy and Male — =
1742 | England—s o) 2 0d Outmeal G
Rye — —_
f Whezat and Flour — o
| | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt
1742 Scotland— < Oats and OQatmeal s
| Rf,'.' —_ —
\Peale, Beans, and Buck Wheat
| Wheat and Flour — _—
e Barley and Malt —
1743 | England— Oats and Ourmeal —
| Rye == -
: | r Wheat and Flour - -
| | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt
| 1943 Scotland— ¢ Oats and Qarmeal —_ o

Rye —
and Buck Wheat

Peafe, Beans,

Wheat and Flour — —
sy Barley and Malc — —
| 1744 | Logland— Oats and Oatmeal — —
| Rye - —_
r Wheat and Flour — ——
I H| Ty l}-'.f:-.':r', Barle ¥ L“'lL‘.Il’ .I]!l]. :\J:‘!
1744 Scotland—< Ouats and Outmeal 22 =
| Rye — =
LPeale and vuck Wheat ——
— e - —— e,
e ey e———e o R A e R

174:5%4 =
| 231,985
I 239,953 —
1,058 64
742109 —
: 2,289, —
| — —
59,09 51 !
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Exported Impur‘_l-.l
R Year GREAT BRITAIN. Quarters. Quarters,
| Wheat and Flour = — | 324840 6
| g 5 Barley and Malt - — | 315,234 -
1745 | England—2 (.0c and Oarreal — 0,779 5
Rye — .- 83,066 —
{ Wheat and Flour -— — 500 —
| Beer, Barley, and Male — i 21,40 e |
1745 | Scotland— 4 Oats and Oatmeal — | 303737 —
| Rye - — 160 -
| | Buck Wheat and Flour — —_— 13
\ ';S;r.osn. 24
Wheat and Flour — e o 130,646/ —
| ¢ | Encland.d Barley and Male = | aioae|  —
S el - l""_t ats and Oatmeal - 20,203 —
i Rye — — 45 ,.q._ =
7i r Wheat and Flour — 459 -— .
| Beer, Barley, Barley Bleal, and Malt I,001 —
‘ 1746 | Scotland— ¢ Oats and Oatmeal h — =
| | Rye = = i
| Peafe and Bud. Wheat — - 4
! 638 835 4
| “Wheat and Flour — | 266,907 L
- Barley and Malt r— — 464,430 —
e e T ) i 2
| 2747 | England Oats and Qatmeal - 3,122 —
Rye - - 92,718 —
I r W heat and Flour - 3 584 —
| | Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt 24350 — |
| 1747 | Scotland— ¢ Oats and Oatmeal — 2020 14
| |Rye — — 4,016 — |
i L Peafe and Buck Wi s | - 13|
| 863 382 :‘,:
1 " Wheat and Flour — | 543 388 6
s Barley and Malt — = 423.210 =B
i {‘-.ul:'. and Oatmeal - l 3.704 —
| i — —_— | 103 Hg2 —
| \\l.mlﬂnd Flour | 1,852 —
! |E5ur, L.L\..[nrwl\?ftl,ncl Malt 39 151 — !
=48 | Scotland ! Qats and Oatmeal -— 8,377 —_—
" | Rye == Fexl =]
Buck Wheat, Peafe, and Beans ‘ 53 14|
|
| 1,123:953 20
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23
\ T
Years, | GREAT BRITAIN.
I Wheat and Floor — r.‘.g,:_;:}[ 282
| ) Oats and Oatmeal = =1 1,251 =r
- vy Tam, r § -
1'49! EIE % ll irley and Malt —_ l 4c q"r..s}' 4=
| =il L'l\i u — —
1 cer, Barley, l. Teal, and M
J.;.'_'g “11—'1 and Qatn — - |
[u = o |
L}. sufe and Buck Wheat o |
I '
Wheat and Flour - = |
- Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt |
1750 | England— Qats and Oatmeal = —_
H.).L! —— iz
\\-fJL'JI[ and Flour e —
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt
1750 | Scotland—< Oats and Oatmeal = —
Rye i =2 {
Peafe and Buck Wheat — o)
1,007,778 319]
“Wheat and Flour == L~ G641, 3]
-2 Barley and Malt o _— | 280,12 — |
1752 | England— Oats and Qatmeal — el 2,4 .‘,21_311
"{\C — f— ‘;1.:4 I -
Wheat and Flour s |._;_.'| —
tear, Barley, Barley Meal, and h] 18,:33 —_
1751 | Scotland—=< Oats and Oartmeal — = 4.365% =
¥ | L Rye — —_ — — — {
i' Peafle :lmi Buck Wheat — = 14)
f
i Wheat and Flour — -
| Barley and Malc — —
K752 i L']Ehmd__ Dats and Oarmeal —
| Rye — — —
I {Wheat and Flour  —
= pray ||; Ll,i_rl'r| ¥a Barl ey Meal, and '\LL
1752 | Scotland— o e e i F |
| Rye, Peafle, Buck Wheat, and Hulled | |
| L DBarley — _— | et | 223
| e e )
! 886 ’I-'.'! 13,62a)

|
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GREAT BRITAIN.

Wheat
Bar

Oats and Oatmeal

Rye

Wheat and Flour
Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt

- Seotland—J Oats and Oatmeal

Barley

Whi

Rye

Wheat and Flour |
& and Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malr
1754 | ocotiané=—x s and (

2 Peale, BuckWheat, :1!1L':Hu|'|L'\|.l‘r.it’3::|

Wheat and Flour
ind Malt

Barley

-at and Flour
: Barle ¥ and Malt
No==3 Oats and Oarmeal

tmeal

o [ P ¥
I"‘ell """ = Oats and Oartmeal

Taalind— )
Englanc Oats

Rye

~ Wheat and Flou
y Barley Meal, and Male
,,_Ae Dats and Qatmeal

,l Beer, Ba

| RHye

Buck Wheat

Jarley

Rye
1

Flour

No IL

1 Peafe, Beans, BuckWheat, and Hulled

ley Meal, and Malt |

345,474 — |
‘ 75012 361
1 .
1_;,'336 P
| 1,145 e
| . obb
| 5,000 — |
| 4,102 T,:.l_l:
B ‘ )
|

oo
]

| 356,270 201
| 260,771 — |
2,339| 4422
| 42,91 5| —_
| 5L1i —
]_i.fj.:,i —
[ 8,7006| 13429
i il
| J|

| 2374459 EE
| 374424 —
1,012 2,883
| 31442 —
| . =
95355 —
2,050 3l
, A o
I Fr=r L3
:.'n'\_.‘ 930 2,000

101,930 5
2065:805 5|
46.679|

|-|("IJ_;

2:31

20.979

B10 ==
6,083 -
3,18 8,068
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1760

1760

Eng‘..md_

| Scotland —

England—

Scotland—

England—

ocotland—

€ y — — 3tQ 12:%3
f Beery Barley, Barley M | Mal 1 :,;
l.ﬁ sand Oa — et 1_'; 1,0 |
R Paa s . da) s L 1,6
Ja'u K "u'\ heat -Li'.:] Indian Corn — i 0%
]{:ﬁk — —_—— T _— i

Wheat and Flour — _—
Barley and Malr —_— o
Oars and Oatmeal e |
LR ye e : o B
{ Wheat and 1 lour = - | e 1,313
Beer, Barl ey, [51.[x_i' P-!f.i], and Malt | = “-;'_:l
Oats and Oatmeal - oy Lol 1[).,'}=I.'|
Rye, = - i 65|
Peafe, Beans, and Buck Wheat | —— i 63
| Indian Corn and Hulled Barley — | =i 128
| e
. 63,561
W heat and Flour i i 83
.lr]u, and Male e — | 42
Oats and Oatmeal s - I35
Rye = | L
Wheat and I lour — — 8c
Bear, Barley, Barley Meal, and M: ‘ —
Oats nul()tlnc:l] — - 1,12
I cale and Buck Wheat - | 24
l{)c -— — — | o
| 1,688
Wheat and Flour — — | 190,710 —
ii.u’lu‘!.’ and Male — i ‘ };3‘?57 ey
Oats and Oatmeal - | " 2,338 4
Rye = = - 52,776 - |
[ Wheat and Flour — — | 2,904 3l
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt | 12,303 — |
= Oats and OQatmeal — o - 12,158 - |
Buck Wheat and Hulled Barley —_— 5l
L Rye, Peafe, and Beans — | 308] T i
| |
752,434 12|
d
— m— - - e
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1961

|
1
|
|
|
1
|
|
| 1703
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1761 |

Scotland— 4 Oats and Oat
| Buck

5 it Ve —_— —
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! L= | 29415 I
' = = 385:303]

Eng T e
| — 28,410

; — 485
| Beer, Barley, Barley Meal, and Malt { 37,761
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! | Rye =3 oo A
5 L Buck Wheat = e e
|
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|

37

15

: = 13l
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Ye IN Ouarter
—_ s 16
1eal = 11
Peafe — | ¢
| Flour i — go
ley, Darley Meal, and M 24,008
176 Doniland Oatmeal o
a - LN —
Beans = | =
T3 » Rl
1 e ; e
1766 | England— Rive and L’E'h"! Ak
| Peafe and Beans — —
! I Indian Corn - mai e
f Wheat and Flour — e
. | | ]_‘:.arh:}' 1 Mait 0T o
1766 | Scotland— ¢ Oats and Oarmeal s
| L Pe od Beans —_ —
L Buck Wheat and Indian Corn
|
| . |
Wheat and Flour - _ | 5,071
l;.u!ulr and Male -_ — | |.'7!_(\;_1-_
2267 En_-.;l-.lml— :{}l.: and U.liuu. —_— ‘ i --‘-‘?.:_
| Peale and Beans = 16,052
Indian Corn — T
f Wheat and Flour i e s |
Barley and Male —_ P ‘ .-,r’\i
1767 | Scotland— < Oats and Oarmeal - — | 13|
: | Rye — — |
| L Peafe and Beans — |

Lial,
T EG
02,747
5
3.528]
1,01

413
it [
aio;031

481,734
64.893
209,493
6355408
10,4060
16,171
l) .i-'\ )
39700

159




GREAT BRITAIN.

Wheat and Flour
Barley and Malt
I Oats and Outmeal
1 Rye e
Beans and Peafe
| Indian Corn
r Wheat and Flour
| Barley and Malt
Dats and Oarmeal
Rye i

\Peafe and Beans

[ Wheat and Flour
Barley and Malt
Oats and Oaimeal
Rye —
Peafe and Beans
Indian Corn

r Wheat and Flour

| Barley and Male

Seotland— ¢ Oats and Oatmeal
| R“\.'t: and Buck Wheat

A s g

England— l Rye

1770 | Scotland—< Oats a

i Peafe and Beans

Wheatr and Flour
Barley and Male
Oars and Qutmeal
| Beans and Peafe
~Wheat and Flour
| Barley and Malt
d Oatmeal
1l Beans
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. 1 Years, |
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|
o |
3 |
1 |
4 { |
.\ | 1==1 | Enel
. | |
! 1
i | |
" I |
|

icat and Flour
| y and Male
) CLE and Seotland— < Oars and Oatmeal
| Rye =5
.I : Peafe and Deans
. | |
1 jeini—|
! ‘ r Wheat
| | lef;:)' aned
| 1973 | England and Scotland— < Oars ar
[ | Rye —
| ‘eale and Beans

t and Flour
p and Nale

574 | I;I'IE];J.JII: and Scotland— ¢ Oars and Oa val
| , | Rye Z=
| Peafe :

d Beans

l ! Wheat and Flour
Barley and Malt
England and Scotland— { Oats and Oatmeal

|
' | | Rye i
|

| Peafe and Deans

¢ Wheat and Flour

| Barley and Malt
1776 |Eng]:|m5 and Scotland— < Oats and Oatmeal

| | ]{}'L‘ =

| |r Peale and Beans
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L7597

| L4

| 1779
E;TH;

1781
| 1782

| Rye

]’l-.i fe

and Bean

Wheat and Flou
| : Barley and Ma
and Oat

hl.:'_ll

England and Scotland—

e and Beans

r Wheat and Flour
| Barle
neland and Scotland— ¢ Liats
| | Ry

| Peale-and Beans

nd Carmeal

r Wheat and Flour

I | Barley and Malt
Ei':g:.'utl\'.l and Scotland— ¢ Oats and Qarmeal
| | Rye

_Peafe and Beans

r Wheat and Flour
Barley and Male
Eneland and Scotland— ¢ Oats and Oarmeal
5 Rye
[ | Peafe and Beans

r Wheat and Flour
[ | Barley and Malt

> | England and Scotland— ¢ Oats and Oatmeal

; | Rye

L Peafe and Beans

|
|
I
1
1
|
|
| 85,777
| 22,286 34
3799
| 44,593
| |
378,116| 00,073
| el | G
1 “24,050] 3:915
| 1Qiy50 254
| e | s
27,6 1935224
6,305 b
23,041 28,72
— —

22.4,016]
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s, ‘ GREAT BRITAIN.

; | England and Scotland— ¢ Oats and Oatmeal —
Rye s vk )
L Peale and Beans — |
. i

| Wheat and Flour —

584,18
. ) | Barley and Malt — §4.,005 i4 |-‘J:-';
83 | England and Scotland— ¢ Oats and Oatmeal — | 11,820 228,042
| Rye — — 3:305] 81,295
LPeale and"Beans. — 12,000 31,6 4|

134,150

tand Flour —

f 8,288
Barley and Malt —

T« ’:
66,884 77,182
; q
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TABLE of the Yearly Prices and Averages of Wheat, and of the General Im- el
portation and Exportation of Grain, to and from Great Britain, from the o
f year 1697 to the year 1784 inclufive.
_ ' IMPORTATION. 1 R0 B b EXPORTATION.
b A > e e e e fLhe Quartery, . the t)_l; WECT e, . .
g \L-.u.ul:.'.‘-'ll I:IH\-‘ selm{ Yearly Im. I nl‘ Wheat, Yearsg e xihoat, l‘h 2 l\ ExJAverageEx{Sum of k:'t-
L sortation. | § . :
I } Quarters, | Q rs. | Quarters. £, .-.! Quarters.
. i | | 612}3 o0 © ' |
: | ngdtis 8 4 |
14 ' | 23163 4 ¢ !
| - : -
i g Years) 8048 2,237 230z o o | 1 82,804 331,2284 Years
Ll !| zift 17 8
il 14 1lz g &
f| i sal 16 o |
2z 6 6
o 1 10 © 27g;128
6561 6 o |1720 :;89,,9-.
zit 8 6 |1707] 2244215
i86lz2 1 6 1708 238,85 8|
2;,23213 18 6 [15c0! 536,607
wo¥ears| . 4,422 442| 126003 18 o |t7rolz 3 2| 122,507 284,04 5/2:849,4460Years *
rgla 14 o JuyIl 303,190 TR
ifz 6 4 [17132| 421,082
— a2 11 © agig| 536, 752
34|z 1o 4 [ry14 431 521
otz 2. 30 hiyis 340,516
| — |2 8 o716 404,865
Rl G212 5 6 1717 565,1.}‘4
b 1L 21|t 18 1o 1718 367,382
'%.1 ' 320\t 14 9719 605,322|
",' .' cYears TLq I 254/ 17 @ |[17202 4 103 4_,0,:_3:: 449,1034,401,03310Years
{| i | 445l 15 6 |r721 503,688
J.{ l 1l 16 o 1722 654,471
'g A 262|114 9 |1723 520,265 g
!t Ij | 6117_5;.551 17 = b 525,947
"‘- i 2,187z 8 172 578232
Vit 202 6 172 555,609
i i Irjiz 2 172 330,083
i T | 1985052 14 1472 215,004
Y | | 373:6552 9 i 174450 [
e eYears| 932,002| %3269 95,6121 16 A o | 331,812 447:9684,479,03310Years
i [ 19,400/X 13 1 367,078
iy i ! | 1zo44h 6 I 410,737
i [ 161 8 I 710,117
it | 19{t 17 1 = 501555
| | E‘r...14.-;i: 3 1 490,868
E |' 286iz © I 359,898]
| i | F | 42| 17 fs_'_hl.’.ui
L - [ [ 923459
i I""‘l ' gonll. 8 -:]: =) 9573 ! :
: . ioVears, 40,90 43599 38532 1§ 6 | 243:702' 549,447|5:494, 47110V ears
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Qi

IMPORTATION.

of Tm-|Averngelm-¥
tion. | portation.
uarters. | Cluarters,

1oYears

r-;'r’c:nrsi

raYears

I

3

Lo
—j

5%

£

373,972

15,943

37,397

12Years 6,949:293) 578,358 631,722

A -

e e e — —
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Sy -
-1 O 00
e

o= O
]

SN
L
L

e = T I D
LT

il

-]

oy s

o
PO b B0t n =

FET

v b
A B

L,250,39¢8
1,067,758
1,048,324
886,712
633.2.;4'
795:697|
663,739
408,170
8e,656|
22,480
434,91(1

752:434

925,110

263,070]
661,212
6751439
457739
!

302,
50 |
40,256

110,100

294,366|
00,173
61,685
44,279
51,099

191,007

448,301

3155127

339,924

378,110

471,801

317,251

326,344

134,159

187,395

1 | A
! Pric
Vearly T { G Years O T e
poriation. | {
uariers W Ju rr.‘ ¥ AR g
158,4372 5 o {1741
961 11 11742
241 5 o |t4743
751 4 II [1744
24T 7 6 |1745
4T 19 o [1540
271 14 1o !l‘;,.;;;
201 17 o |1748]
4311 17 © '71")!
319t 12 6 ll;_:o'r 13 8
2,3cB1 18 6 ':?_;ll
14,6202 £ I0 [1753]
750662 4 5 {1753
550471 14 9 1754
2,89yt 13 g l1755
56,4612 5 3 |1756|
167,3013 © © 1757
64,563z 10 © 17.;8‘
1,6881 19 10 1759|
12t 16 6 17602 2 6
731 10 3 1461
18,432/t 19 © 15762
238,2482 o g 1763
139,031z 6 o9 1764
218,031z 14 © [170%
247,5:82 B 6 |1766|
goT420lz 4 6 ::367'
649,1763 © 6 1763
134,2732 3 I ii-,uﬁ:,fl
1:4,1.2_;;: 9 o [T770
217,375z 7 2 jryyr
I:}G,ﬁjli: o 8 7722 7 10
520,508z 11 O |1943
giﬁ.l',qlz 12 B |imay
LI63.4072 8 4 ligys)
449,901 13 2 lf“rﬁ'
690,0332 5 6 77y
417:5383 2 O |iq78
406,073t 13 8 ligyg
224,616/1 15 8 1780
29:,%1'1 4 8 [rg8x
1414072 7 10 17892
[1,070,9602 12 8 li783
8 10 17842 5 1
e 2

848,6608,486,60210 e

582,83415,828,376(10Years
|
|
379,70314:448,435 12 Years
|
|
|

2G7,182|3,206,18412Years
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TABLE of the Quantities

Great Britain, and of t

1763, when the Great Importation of Foreign

of the diflere

No V.

nt forts of Grain Exported from

Price of Wheat, from the Union to the year

Wheat and

Barley and
Malt

Rye, Peafe
1 Talt

I

'._\_'\_: ATTCT S

2. I 6| 17208
3 18 |'|| 1500
| 3 18 of 1712
|2 14 o 1711
[ia0 6 | | rr2
| 22X O | ‘x713
2 10 4] 1514
z ‘1 l':lj
|
I' 32 1§ T
2 8 o 1710
t 2. 5 8
| 18 10
|1 15 ¢
117 |
2 L1
| 2 17 © 1721
1 6 O | 1522
| + 13 '8 ‘ 1723
I 17 o| 1724
(g i8ib | 1723
1 18 o
2 6 © |
1 2 O
2 14 G} l
2 6 10 |
1 1 6! |
[
AN
as o S 2 | 1731
1 6 1732
r B 4 I 1733
1 18 1c 1734
23 0 1735
| |
i | T 14 c

Sl;.gl’ii‘;
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- |
148,530

179 |Jt':.J
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TABLE of the Prices and Duties, for the Fxportation of Wheat from

ENGLAND, prior to the Revolution, anns 1688,

L xportation I.'il.:".'f-
E tat P

i
fer Quarter. l

! Anng
Prefent 'Money of] U[,:];,r)_
Moncy. lthe Time,

e wedME re s

Permitted — — b copo o '
—_— l: oo oo 139317 Rich
— b odo o olig23 4 Hen.
—_— I: 4 f:-!la 6 H!;_;j,h'l_: Hen.
S o 16, 6o 6 31554!: 2 P, &
— r o 8b 10 :!1_:,(%:' 5 Eliz,
— \5 o olo o o503 Eliz,
_— o ©co oo — —_
_— 2 I 4t o o1593135 Eliz,
— L 13 41 6 8l16o4} 2 Ja.
—_— 3 4 ot 12 oxb23br Ja.
—_— 2 I1 2ir 12 of1627] 3 Chas
S 2 8 o2 o ol166clr2 Chas
2 17 ;lz 8 cl:ﬁﬁgx‘: Chas
Without limitationof pric'r:s|3 o :,]:. o o!llfi;:'lzz Chas

SCOTLAND.

|E'cpr.~:'t.1'.-=w. Duties
per Quarler,
.. |Money of) Prefent
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A= (.".P:, R
340 0 Cie o o
20 OO0 OO0
6.2 o cl-:m o O
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TABLE of the Prices and Duties, for the Importation of Wheat into
ENGLAND, prior to the Revolution, anno 1688.

|
! Importation Prices. Importation Dut
per Q_g--l'lul'h l 2 Ql_uljlli lLI; i
Prefent | Money of I:'}ZTI:) \ Reri Mune} of Puanl
| Money. |the Tillw.‘ 5 i !lln Time. | Maney.
| 4 s &E. 5 .‘JI..E g af’;i_,. I
Invited - - | © oo o ojizoz{ 3 John 6 o op o o
Invited - - o o os o {:.-i'l 21516 John o o oo o o
Invited - -~ o elial o Q.[‘:,G!)‘ g Hen. 30 o ob o o
Invited - <. | & och o cl; 29725 Edw. 1.0 o clb o o
Invited - = [© © op o o328 2Edw. 300 o oo o o
Invited _ = - @ o op o ofi135825 Edw S,Ia © oo o0 O
Permitted - - I 15 2 6 81463 3 Edw. 400 o oo o ©
When not above - |zaaiTobk' 4 clzh(:, 12 Chas. 22 o oz 8 o
When above that price © O Go o0 o —| — 5 6 8o 8 o
|When not above - 217 72 8 o1663r5Chas. 2J0 5 40 6 3
When not above ~ 13 4 op 13 4{167022 Chas. 2)o 16 ol 19 =2
{From that price to = ldoxbliigly Bl ali— —_— © 8 6o g %
And when above that priccoc o o o o — — o 5 4pb 8 o
: |

SCOTLAND.

1

=] Anno
i Dom.

l Prices per Boll,

Prefent

Amno Regis.

I

Ditties per Boll.

Money of

Permitted
1?1‘:1I1‘1bited
il’ruhi bited

|
2166315 Chas.
ol1672/25 Chas.

c r('-;"s 2. Jas.

5

o

QO

-] bk b

| ]-‘rrﬁlt
the 'I‘i:m-.‘l' M Oy
N i,
o w dif s )
I
o oo 6
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APPENDIX,

vaviewed in this Work, fhewing the Prices,
| Exportation and Importaticn of Grain have
and in Scotland, and in Great Britain, down to the

ABRBREVIATION of the Corn Laws,
Bounties, and Duties, by v ich tl
been regulated in England,

yeur 1773.

ABBREVIATION OF THE ENGLISH EXPORTATION LAWS.

nortation prohibite
Allowed; upon payme
|1he 1aft law confirmed, but referving
fhra
J Adle
IThe Iaft aét confirmed for 10
|And that act now made perpeiual.
Al ited until the prices were at or under 63, 8d. for Wheat,
Barley and Malt, 2s. for Oats, 4s. for Peale and Beans, and 3
| per fqu ITLer.
't & 2 P.& M.|Prohibited, when the prices
and 3s. for Barley, per quarter.
lu cGa; 5 Eliz. Allowed, when the prices did not exceed 108, for Wheat, 8s. for Rye, Peaie,
[E and Beans, and 65, 8d. for Barley and Malt, per quarter. L
remo 1y Lliz. Allowed, under the direétion of Prefidents, &c. upon payment of duties.
Liigq'as Eliz. Allowed, when the prices did not exceed 208 for Wheat, 13s. 4d. for Rye,
125. for Darley and Malt; wpon payment of a duty
for every quarter of other|

s did not exceed 325. for Wheat, zo0s. for Rye, J_s‘J:\.I
ley, and Malt, per quarter; and upon payment of l|-|.|

ot of the ordinary fubfidies and duties.
power to the King and Council to re-

d, when Wheat did not exceed 6s. 8d. and Barley 3s. per quarter.

{ -9

5. 4d. for

. for Rye,

id not exceed 6=, 8d. for Wheat, 4s. for Rye,

1503 35
“| and Beans,

| for every quarter of Wheat, and x6d.
10

the prices did not exceed 265, 8d. for Wheat, 15s. for Rye

wd 14s. for Barley and Mals, per quarter; and upe

ed upon the fame terms with the laft act.

[t
li660:4 s 1en the prices did o ed gos. for Wheat, 24s. for Rye, Peafe,|
| | 208, for Barley t, and 16s. for Oats; upen payment)
| | |
bia .5C|"" 2. |Allowed, ;
T and 133. 4d. for Oats, per quarter

and Deans, 28s. for baricy

u I payment

ent of the fame high dutics
}5. Rye 325, and Barley =

he prices did not exceed 482 for Wheat, 32s. for Rye, l'u:LI'.',‘
'S 1 1
|




APPENDIX, No VII

41
| | “ = TP -
|Aiino
Dom.| Ar ; ABBREVIATION I'ISH EXPORTATION LAWS.

] :

= | i : greEn : = T R

— 5 Anne.  |Union fettled—Englifh bounties adopted over all the kin m, and extended|

to Oatmeal, Bige, and Malt of Wheat.
.11:| n pTl'\‘lIlJ lL.E il the 2gth September 17
wn for meafuring Corn to be exported; and for

g

B Anne. f
2Geo

| Granil
not to be ;

[

at :'.‘:I.'l]‘l'an!;' to ['1'('( the ]'-ri_.;l_' of Corn =i
rin exported, nor carried coaflways. |
: 2. }Jl‘trili]!i!:ﬂ, ril the 2 ;:|'| December I541. |
1¢ 2,/ Bounties up ported in Meal, to be paid according to the '
the rate of 448 }n\llu]-. for the quarters =
2.|Money, due L!)ﬂ]! Debentures for Corr
| per anmum, 1if not paid in 6 months afte ng the certif
2.|Prohibited, until the 2 December 17575 but with power to L‘L" Ki
Council to take off the ]~r:.-l|i||?l~nn :

2.[Corn Market eftablifhed at Wellminfter ;—and, the fame year, an Afliz

| for Bread.

‘_'_‘.IH'\["_ i I'|,!»('."l' i.lTﬁ.rL"

tat 3 per cent

1466 6George 3.\Exportation prohibited for a limited time j—and, r; an E

| | upon “II"l‘a loaded with C OFily for e 3 lame year,

| | and Aldermen of London impowered stermine the k‘.‘:i\c" of Corn in
| January and July, as well as in April and Oétober.

i1 768 F(_J{:UFgC 3 E.\Lp\::'l'['.l.lil.‘l[l of Grain, and diitillin g from Wheat or \\.] icat ]_Jm_r, pre
from the 26th September to the 14th -'\---.Lm.:--
1768| 8 George 3.[Exportation of Corn, and diflilling froim 1eat
| until 20 days after the commencement of the
=6g| g George 3./ 5000 quarters of [51u-' allowed to be exported from 'y
| '.L"l1f‘.' f—niTidy {ame }:'.n, :\] L‘I:..]um of Gral M, an | |._.L.|I“| g from W .1._,.1
| or Wheat Flour, prohibit
1770|1cGeorge 3./Corn Regiiter ellablifhed ; and ‘L\'uc‘LI}' !{L-nu.u. f
: veral countics, to be J:L.:ril.' of the prices of W
i gland ;3 and of B
| | ;mr'u:i.nn ol L'uL"L, and the diltilling from Whe
| till 20 days after the commencement of the next
{11 George 3. Exportation of Corn prohibited, and alfo the
llmzr, until 20 11.153 alter the commencement o

llament.

af

=
-
=

o

or Wheat F
n ol Pa

1~-|‘|1 Wh

[

liament.
eale, lry92i12George 3. [':.\piJ:l'..nticul af C-\l'l, and diftilling from ‘\-\|
1l 1 +
| unti

13George 3 I':.\pn._: ition of (Jt
until the 1it day of

lr4 George 3. Alteration of the method
Hr4 Z
exportation.
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E.'i'-'lil:l. Anno Regis |
IDom.

e s

| |

1562 5 Eliz.

159335 Lliz.

16cy4| 2 James 1.

|

|

3Charles 1|

i

I.Jﬁ-z
|
|

(662l 2Charles 2.[Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for
Wheat it e
l Rye, Peafe, and Beans e
1 Barley and Malt —
| Qats e 3
{16631 5Charles 2. Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for
Wheat — =L
| Rye, Peafe, and Deans e
| Barley and Malt e =
| | Onats — —
11688l W. & B‘l.!i‘cr:nil‘.cd. when the price did not exceed, for
l | Wheat — —_
| Rye —_ - =
l Barley and Malt —
[N. B, Prior to the year 1346, the Exportation of all
| kinds of Gramn, from England, was totally

143615 Henry 6.Ex;

I

sortation permitted, when the price of Grain, at

wome, did not exceed; per Quaster, for

Wheat — —

Barley = ARE s
15541 P, & M.|Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for

Wheat — —r

Bye: == 7l

Barley Ll == =

IPermitted, when the price did not exceed, for

Wheat 25 i
Rye, Peale, and Beans —
Barley and Male — .

Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for

Wheat — —

Rye, Peafe, ard Beans —

Barley and Malt -— —_
Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for

Wheat — -

Rye, Peafe, and Beans —

Barley and Malt — —

1623/21 James r.Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for

‘Wheat —_ —
Rye — —
Barley, Malt, Peafe, and Beans

Permitted, when the price did not exceed, for

Wheat e L
Rye — —

Barley, Malr, Peafe, and Beans

1_170!1]‘.57-’.;1!.
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APPENDIX, No VIL F
i
b SRS |
|Anno |
|Dom. | Anno Repis, Abbreviation of the BRITISH Exportation Prices. 7|
F
| —— |
| !I;-af:i 5 Anne. !Exjmrt.uinu of Grain permitted, when the price of [ |
| ! | the quarter did not exceed,
1o | [ For Wheat, ground or unground, or Malt of Wheatlz 8 o |2 17 7
| | Rye, ground or unground s — It 12 ojr 18 3
2 | Barley, Beer or Bigg, or Malr, ground or un- |
= | ground — — jt 4 ojr 8 |
i | |  Oats — - — o 15 oflo18 o |
3 {1793]13 George 3. Exportation permitted, when the prices were under |
8 | | For Wheat —-— == =2 o 5 o i: 4 ©
", | | Rye — — - 2 o @ |1 B o
"'I | | Barley, Beer or Bigg, or Malt thereof — Jo o ol 2 &
"y |
| | | Oats s —_ - @ o olo14 ©
! R
=1
I ]
: Price of the Quarter| e ..
: | . of f:'l'.ii(;t. | Dutics per Quarter.
Anno Abbreviation of the ENGLISH Exportation | Money of | Prefent | Money of | Prefent
Dom.) Anno R‘-'Eis'l Duties. the time. r."rjnn()', | the time.| Money,
3 i fo A i dlE e D i)
n | I E ~ v Tu
: | = e L P R s T
o lis7ol1z Eliz IFor Wheat, w]“:cn not prohibited — o o o0k 0o 9o 1 ol 2 o
R | Other Grain —_ — —_ c o 0o o ofa o 8| [
- J Wheat, exported by licence - o o ol o z od 4 ©
; | Other Grain, by dittoe — — o o oo t &b 2 8
1593135 Eliz. |[For Wheat, when the price did not exceed |t © o2 1 5o 2 op 4 o
Other Grain, as per exportation prices (> © oo o oo 1 4 IIJ 2 4
1604 2 James 1. For Wheat, wh_cn the price did not nc_cc:l 1 6 3213 4o 2 op 4 o
1] 1 Other Grain, AS per cxpoTtalion prices (o0 0 O 0 €@ O @D I g4 _i, 2 8
0| 162321 James 1./For Wheat, when the price did notexceed [1 12 ©f3 4 o 2 o !.—, 4 ©
ol = | Other Grain, as per exportation pricés o o0 o o 00 I 4 o 2 8
.t 1625] 3 Chas. 1.{For Wheat, when the price did notexceed 1 12 oz 11 22 2 oo 3 2t
4 Other Grain, as prr exportation pricesfo © oo o ofo 1 4o 2 14
-1 16Goliz Chas. 2.For Wheat, when the price did not exceed|z ‘0 o2 8 o1 o o It 4 ©
Rye, Peale, Beans, Barley, Malt, Buck| | |
4 Wheat - S - B O OO0 © opPId oIz O
il Oats, when not above —_— —_— :J 15 oo 19 o 6 8 L 8 ¢
7 166315 Chas. z.[For Wheat, when the price did not exceed [2 8 © [y i 8 O 4 O
| Rye, Peale, Beans, Darley, Malt, Buck
" Wheat —_ - looo ok © oo 1o 12
i Oats — - =l 1§ 4o 16 ocjo o o ©
} 167022 Chas. 2./For Wheat, without limitation of price o o oo et o-p 4 ol
x Rye, Peafe, Beans, Barley, Malt, Buck | :
| Wheat — e 0 o ol o cpre o1z ol
| 3 Oars —_— —_ e Ij o Qo o oa 6 B |) g ol
i
| e
[
[}
—— = e — ~ = - = = - = d

7 ¥ —
S = ve— R T e I e PR




APPENDIX,

| ENGLISH AND BRITISH BOUNTIES
y Repin, ON EXPORTATION.

r
3
3

2 8 3 17
| 9 i 1 18
| r & I 13
0. I3 o 16
y
Geoiad |
| (& 13 4 4
| (2 o 8
o 1d I T

F77313 Geo. 3./lmg d Ti at or above |

(o Y |

1685t W, &% M.|For Wheat, when th 2 8 oz slo 5 © T
I | \ ground or |
| | above — 1z olri8 sl 36 PR
e Y AG S
{17et] 5 An I | | |
i e | .
| ST g C
| |
L g - S | 2
! o 2 6 = |
1 . 18 2 f i o
773136 I | |
5 (24 oo 5
1 H sl
| C 3 ©
| 114 | 3 |
: 1
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! " 4 6 |
|
JAn: e i
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|Anng
Dom.| Anno Regis. ABBREVIATION OF THE ENGLISH IMPORTATION LAWS.

—— |

!rz'..'a: 3 John, Ii!‘l1le’l.Ltid‘.l of fore
121516 John. Invited.
266) g Hen. 3-{Invited.

5 Edw. 1.Invited.
2 Edw, Invited

€l

21 li..' mernt «
o
Chas.

James

sorted, to be again

¥
P
v

d until the

reign n

h Auguit 17573

ted :in;.', duty

fon
- Jor Oats

ree, Wil Lae
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Price of Graln per

|A
l"‘-.lll..‘ Annao Regis

Quarter, Duties per Quarter. .
| Money of | Prefent | Money of | Pre fent |
Anno Regis. | Abbreviation of the ENGLISH Importation Duties. | the time. | Money. | the time. | Moncy,
| |,{'.. s A s dif n .-'.i..-;. .
166012 Chas. 2.For Wheat, when the price did not exceed = 4 o2z g2 oo 2 g0 :
when it exceeded that price — ‘ ] T ) R |
Rye, when the price did not exceed — |1 16 o g3 =24 68 !1 12 o
when it exceeded that price _ = L L e
Beans, Barley, and Malt, when notabove 1 6 Blriz ot 6 Bj1rz of
| when above that price - = — Joi &z ol 6 @
|(t':3 15 Chas. a.fFor Wheat, when the price did not exceed 2 8 o217 ylo 5 40 6 3§
Ryc, Peafe, and Beans, when ot above 1 12 o1 18 slo 4 oo 4 @
Barley and Malt, when not above — 11 B w(xx3 yifo 3 8o 3 a3
|  Buck Wheat, when not above — — Il 8 ojr1g 7o 2 op 2 §|
| | Oats, when not above - — @13 40 6 ofo 1 4p & 7
167022 Chas. 2.[For Wheat, when the price did not exceed (213 4 3 4 ©jo16 oo 19 2
| when above that price, and note xceeding |4 o o4 16 o P 8 oo 9 7|
when above that price — — —_ S T TN I |
| Rye, Peafe, and Beans, when not above |2 o of2 8 ojo16 O prg 2]
when above that price = sS=l—] o 4 o0 4 9
Barley, Malt, and Buck Wheat, not above (1 12 o/t 18 5 b 16 oo 19 12
when above that price - —_— ‘ — o 2 8o 3 2
Qats, when not above - — o6 co19g 200 §5 49 6 5|
when above that price — —| = | = 1 gp 17 :
BRITISH Importation Duties. | I
177313 Geo, 3.1 When the price of Wheat is at or above — —ei L Bl — ol oG
Rye, Peafc, or Beans, at or above — — I 12 © ic o 3
Barle ey, Be: ar, of Bigg, at orabove —| — T 4 © — 2 c 2
Qats, at or above = — o | — o 16 o© J-.': G 3
[And for every 1oo weight of Wheat-flour — | = | = B o 3]

ABBREVIATION OF THE SCOTCH IMPORTATION LAWS,

L4 5417 | James
1493 ..TI:H\
1663]15 Chas.

2

sl
4-|mvited.
|
|

JImportation of Foreign Grain invited to be made cither by F oreigners or Denizens.

|
|Allowed from Ireland, upon payment of a duty of L. 3 per boll, when Meal and Barley|
did not exceed the price of L. 8 per boll at home.
Importation of Victual from Ireland prohibited under fevere penalties.
1m] ibition to import Victual from lreland renewed, and ndumJ fo imported, ordered
to be lL.lLU\K{'
[mport ation of Viétua! prohibited from foreign parts, until the price of the Boll of |
n exceeds L. 12 for Wheat; L. 8 for Bear, Meal, and Mlh' and L. 6 for O;
fe; but with power to the Lords of the Privy Council to fufpend this prol
en necellary.
JImportation permitted, when the prices of Grain in the county of Edinburgh exceede
qos. for \'*.' ; 20s. for Peafe and Beans; 18s. for Bear and Ba and 13s. 4.
for Oats, per (}u irter 3 and L. 8 Scots, per Boll, -for Oatmeal, upon payment of the
duties |',_\l,.! by the Englifh aét of the 224 Charles 2,
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APPEKDIX, No ‘\?Il. 4_:;
[ Anno | | = T
4] |n'--| Anng Repis. | ABBREVIATION OF THE SCOTCH EXFPORTATION LAWS.
o d rescliz Mury,  (Exportation of Grain prohibited under fevere penalties. |
— 1585020 James 6. Prohibited. |
b 4 166315 Chas. 2.Exportation of Grain permitted, when the price of Victual at home was under L. 12
ey for Wheat ; L. 8 for Bear and Barley ; and 8 merks for Peale and Oats, per boll 5
1 o upon payment of the ufual duty. |
( 166g{21 Chas. 2./All duties payable upon Grain exported removed, except one merk per chalder upon|
3 | | every kind of Victual. !
e
g |
3| _
34
i: ———— T Price of Grain per BOll]  Dutics per Boll,
L { ] .\'l'.llll._:.' of | | Money of | Prefent
2 [Anno | , SCOTCH IMPORTATION DUTIES. the time | | the time. | Money.
- Dom.| Anno Regis. £ 4. db. n 0 dQl. 5 diL. s ol
‘. | |
= 165315 Chas. 2.Duties payabic upon the boll of all kinds of | |
: Grain imported, when the boll of Barley | | |
2 | and Meal did not exceed, at home, — |8 o co16 0|3 o oo 6 o
i 17¢ ' 2 Anne. |A duty of gos. per boll, bc[]dn;u‘ the fm!nrr | | i
=) | | duties, upon each boll of grain from Eng- | |
i | | land for feed —_— — _— —_ | _— 2 o Ol L0
i | 1731114 Geo. 2,The fame duties to be paid in Scotland, as is .! I
| [ | payable in England, upon Grain imported by | |
p ! | | the Englifh Act of the 22d Charles 2. |
| | | ! |
3 l I SCOTCH EXPORTATION DUTIES. l
2| | [ 2
1663 15 Chas. 2 \[For Wheat, when the price of the boll, is i |
y under — — — — 12 © ©I 4 oo o0 &lo o &
Bear or Barley, when the boll isunder | 8 o o5 16 o o o 5lo o 6
Qats and Peafe, when the boll is under 8 | '
merks — — —_— — |5 6 Bo10 8B o §lo o 6
=) 1G6g|21 Chas. 2{Duty upon cach chalder of Grain, exported, |
! when under the above prices at home — — — |o13 40 1 13
-| 1695| 7 William. Duties upon Exportation ceafed, and bounties |
\ commenced. |
|
ey} 1
| SCOTCH EXPORTATION BOUNTIES. |
|
159;[ 7 William. |For every chalder of Grain, when the price of |
al the boll of Wheat isat, or under, — |12 o oI 40 [
| |  Bear, Barley, and Malt, atorunder — | 8 o cp 16 .:} 5 6 8Blo1o 8
| |  Peafe, Oats, and Meal, atorunder — |6 o o3 120
{1706, 5 Anne. ‘The fame bounties with England. { |
1
Fis |

e e e T PU— S S
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18 APPENDIX, No VIIL

TABLE Explanatory of Sundry Articles in the preceding Work.

Article I.—ExGLAND

{ ilC
From the year 1700, when the old l-. tem of the Corn Laws wis cc mp et-
until the year 1763, that the }"IL‘II ||'||p|:”1 tion uf imqlL.I Grain
commenced, the Corn Trade was entirely in the hands of Britain, and
importation of Forcign Grain was lictle known *
For 55 years after the Union, that is, from the year 1708 to the year 1762
inclufive, there were exported of Gram from Englanc
OF W |'IL"I.T. and Flour — I:,EQ'-;,':(:n Ar
Rye, Peale, and Beans 2,1 ._,,t':-,
Barley and Malt — 14,619,646
Qats and Oatmeal — 12241 :I‘-.
Tatal 1 ion from England, 2 5§ years — — 20:467,0776

By rl shove proportion of Gra ain exported, it would appear, that
T | crop of England confifts of about eig ght-twentieth parts of \".hu ity
telve_twent --t1 s of inferior grain.

ly average Exportation during thefe 55 years — — §35:770 X
Article IL—ScorLaxp. :
k

During the above g5 years, there were exported from Seotland,
Of Wheat and Flour —
Rye, Peale, I
Barley as
Oats and Oatmeal — 309,878

ans Goagn
Sy 11,333

—_— 1,377,083

in thefe 55 years — — 1,808,804

= _ 34534

al crop of Sc

that the
and fe

1t would appe
hteenth of Wheat

cichteenths of
Bl L=i=t DR

Article IIL—GrEaT DriTAIN.

t Britain, during the

ve
Wheat ar

Of
amns, 2,141,001 T

—  15:994,699

— 521,084

['otal Exportation from Great Dritain, in thefe 55 years — 31,366,48
1 - - ~ -

nortation, during > years —_ — i
Vid [ 1l Account o Impon Appendix N
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TABLE Explanatory—continued,

III. Brought forwarc

During the ¢¢ yea ned, there were exported from Great Britain,

C

1
orted,

of the feveral k
And there we

1in overhe

from 14963 to 1484 incluf en imported,
1 Grain, into Great Britain, —_ —_ $:937,141

t {pace, there have been only exported — _— 5,0060,4

in favour of

Article IV.—ConsumrTioN.

of Great
veral [orts of
of two qu

ns of people make up the

16 m

& CO

1 - |
- I'}:'I'l'\l:Z‘}'L-.

[ !f’.'?.';.:""
] g oerfend-
imporied are
be equal, each
—_ 11,000,C

| .
imports, her pro-
imports more than

TilC

Which makes
odu
e
g
s o
,_ - e T ——
— = T - ~
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TABLE Explanatory—comlinued.

n —_— 11,000,008
)]
518,660
52043 0

ot
: (D e ' 32,9 17
A
T - (x
— I1,C00,0 (
f &

] F T
rage produce, thele 12 years, to -—

n 1,163,407
s, which re

the Proportional Value of the feveral kinds of Grain.
ot ]

ce of [|,|i| times, the folle

! inz into f
ibed, without entering nto |

muft be the ftandard.

!',\'\,)--[II:_L-.1

1e of Wheat




A

ur agriculture v L

the quarter of Wheat,




inferior C

FTain, at

gland th an:
fue of the crop of England,

Making L.

han in Scotland,

the
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