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THE SUSSEX LABOURING OX,

[With a Plate annexed.]

The fame gentleman who procured us the plate for Number 79, (Merino
Ram ) has very obligingly furnithed us with the 1101ir.11t of a ]thounr-'
ox of the Suffex breed, ufed four feafons, both at plouo‘h and cart, on
the farm of a diftinguifhed cultivator of that county.

For the Agricultural Magazine.

N the subject of ox-labour, volumes have been written,

but it has in a late treatise been brought to a point; the
adverse arguments of Messrs, Cully aud B.u]r;}, and ulilels,
being confronted with nearly w batever can be said in its fa-
vour. It appears that oxen have been often rejected on very
insufficient grounds, and that they are not even made the
most of, by those who use them in preference. Sluggish and
improper breeds have been tried, and very properly 19Jected
again, in counties where the practice gencrally |;|e\‘n]s, the
bul]os.ks are sometimes so poorly fed, that a most inconvenient
and unnecessary number of them are obliged to be kept in
}oLe They are accustomed to yoke a zjl:m’. many together
n Sussex and Kent, even to six or eight in a p!uurrh, for va-
rious reasons; sometimes on account ui the work being very
stff and he.ny, at others, merely because the bullocks are
young, and may be better trained at light work. The Sussex
yoke 1s also generally too heavy ; mdccd we think the labour-
ing ox is well deserving of harness, instead of the galling
yoke ; but if the latter must be used, we prefer that of the
West, and are givento understand 1hat the yoke used in Lord
‘iomcnﬂlie s work, is light and convenient. The oxen of the
famous county of wlm_l: we now give a specimen, are like
their sheep (the South-downs) truly excellent, vet the former
are large-boned, and certainly too high in the leg; neverthe-
less we are not convinced, that for ].1[)0111, lhe"y have any su-
]’)LIIOTS, excelhnn both for speed and power in heavy work.
The farm-servants in Sussex, say their oxen walk rull as fast
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as their horses, either at plough or cart ; and whether it be
from imagination merely, we are unable to determine, but we
eally suppose Sussex and Kentish beef to be superior in fla-
vour, to most species of this country. The chief established
labouring breeds, are the—Dgvon, HererorD, Sussex,
and GLaMorGaN, which may be propagated in any part of
this country, either intire, or by the introduction of bulls, for
the purpose of a cross from proper shaped home-bred cows.
Bulls generally work well, and are capable of great labour:
the noble Lord just mentioned, has occasionally worked bulls
to great advantage.

= R A T i

PROPOSAL FOR THE COMMENCEMENT AND GRADUAL COM-
PLETION OF A GLOSSARY, OR EXPLANATION OF THE
VARIOUS TERMS USED IN HUSBANDRY AND RURAL AF-
FAIRS, IN THE DIFFERENT DISTRICTS OF BRITAIN,—
By the Editor.

N the advantages of this measure, in several points of
view, there can be no dispute ; and as it seems to be a
tavorite object with most of the correspondents of the maga-
zine, the execution is respectlully submitied to themselves, as
the best qualified for the task. One gentleman had already
engaged for his own district, but bad health and indispensi-
ble avocations have hitherto prevented the fulfilment of his
patriotic intention. We have yet no doubt of his punctuali-
ty, in due time. In the interim our recommendation is, that
some one correspondent, in each county or district, will, to
>ach communication, subjoin by way of postscript, the names
and uses of such a list, as may at the instant occur to his me-
mory, of every implement, or object appertaining to farming
affairs. Recollection will soon point out those terms which
are probable to be peculiar or provincial, and those which are
general and needless to repeat, as cart, waggon, plough. In
Suffolk as an example of the proper objects of a glossary,—
and Essex, and generally in Norfolk, a dung cartis called a
tumbrill, and the divisions of ploughed lands, stetches, consist=
ing of a number of furrows. In other counties and occasi-
onally in the same, these stetches are denominated ridges.—
In Hants, Berks, and part of Surrey, they are called lands, and
to describe their extent, the term bout, or turn of the plough
is in usc, as five, or seven bout lands. The general garden
term in thecase, seems to be bed, and inspeaking ol theraised
and rounded partings of land in the Flanders, or rather Belgic
culture, we make uvse of the term bed.
‘Uhus much, or rather thus little, by way of illustration of
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our meaning, with the addition, that should the proposal prove
agreeable to our correspondents, it will be our future business
to collect the scattered fragments into a useful whole.

— R R ——r
MR. BARTLEY ON SHEEP.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.
Sir,

HALL 1 trespass on your patience to favor me with the in-
S sertion of a letter of mine, in reply to one from a gentle-
man in North Wales, enquiring the price of a second rate
Merino Ram, to which was added, the following P.S.

P.S. Pastorius, Number 81, page 222 of the Agricultural
Magazine says, “He is informed there is a Spanish Ram,
within two miles and a half of Alnwick, covered with a coarse
coat of Yorkshire Manufacture.”—Surely he must have beea
misinformed. If they require any thing like such care they
will not do for this country.”

THE ANSWER.

¢ In reply to your favor of the 28th past, I have a Merino
ram which I would spare you at guineas, and which
I doubt not, would very considerably improve your descrip-
tion of sheep in the descending crosses—for instance, in the
first cross, the improvement I guess would be double, at least
in the weightof the fleece, and to add to the quality more than
one shilling per pound ; and as you seem to suppose that an
increase in the weight of the carcase would be also an im-
provement, [ am apt to conclude that such increase might
be from two to three pound perquarter, and still more in sub-
sequent crosses, as well as in the weight and value of the fleece.

¢ [n relerence to the ludicrous story of Pastorius as to the
Yorkshire vestment, I presume it suggested itself to him from
the practice adopted by Leicester breeders (himself being their
champion), of wrapping their tups in flannel. In point of
fact, I know not a hardier race of sheep than Merino, or bet-
ter adapted 1o resist inclement situations, without exception
of your mountaineers, of which I have also had some expe-
rience. A gentleman in this neighbourhood is not a little
partial to the latter breed, having added te his flock last sea-
son upwards of fifty ewes; their lambs by a ram of mine, now
ronning by their sides. Some years ago a ewe of this sort
produced him a first cross, the fleece of which at the first
shear weighed six pounds.”*

* The coat of the ewe was less than two pound,




——

g

358 On Wheat, Potatoes, &c. [June,

~ T'appeal to your judgment, if little sheep of ten or eleven
pounds per quarter, so clothed would stand in need of a Lei-
cester Jacket.
The number referred to in the gentleman’s letter I have not
yet seen. I remain Sir,
your obedient servant,

June 1st, 1806 NEHEMIAH BARTLEY.
—————— T T T O i ———

ON WHEAT, POTATOES, &c. (IN ANSWER

TO MR. BRIGHTLEY.)
To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.

Sir,

RECEIVED in good part the strictures of your able cor-

respondent Mr. Brightley, number 82, on my remarks as
to the excellent properties of the potatoe—but I conceive that
in a considerable degree, my intention and meaning is mis-
apprehended by that gentleman.

No person can entertain a much higher opinion of the im-
portant value of wheat than myself, nor can any person more
regret that its culture is not so extended asto preclude the ne-
cessity of foreign importation, by which in the course of se-
veral years past, a great number of millions sterling have been
lost to the country, and this regret is the more sensibly felt in
contemplating the period when it was otherwise, for [ remem-
ber that period when the balance of the corn trade was much
in favor of this country.

Wheat, as it ought, will always be an object of culture of
first rate importance, nor did I propose the potatoe in the na-
ture of a substitute ; persuaded as I feel myselfthat the exten-
sion of both would be productive of consequences highly sa-
lutary, provided a cheap-and expeditious method could be de-
rived of concentrating the nutritious quality of the latter, for
a long period of preservation.

In the absence of some such expedient, it must be obvious
to almost every planter, that there are frequent instances of
loss towards the close of the season, when the roots are not to
be restrained from vegetation; but in some seasons I have
known by the experience of myself, and many others, that this
loss has been serious and heavy, inducing also, sometimes the
opposite extreme, a scarcity, in the subsequent season. Mr.
Brightley allows amongst others of my positions, that notwith-
standing the encouragements by the board of Agriculture,
the culture of the potatoe has been too much neglected ; bur
| could wish to seeits culture extended on a more regular and
permanent basis, than by any partial and 1emporary incites
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ment, and which are seldom proposed until the calamity of
scarcity 1s already existing, or apparent. The permanent
incitement I consider to be some specific method for conti-
nued preservation of the surplus crop, whenever a considera<
ble excess might happen; and at present none better occurs
to me than that which [ have adverted to: but it would afford
me extreme satisfaction, if, in consequence of my starting the
subject, any thing better should occur to Mr. Brightley, or
any other of your intelligent correspondents; for in what-
ever degree Mr. B. may suppose me to be actuated by the pa-
roxysms of enthusiasm ; I may with truth assure you, thathow-
ever I may be mistaken in the means, my sole motive is to
contribute to the interests of agriculture, the older, and per-
haps the better, sister of commerce.

Mr. B. seems to infer that [ may be a sort of adept in the
new chemical nomenclature—no such thing ; I have no where
1 think employed the terms hydrogen, oxigen, nitrogen,
azote, &c. &c.

In proposing something of an outline analysis of the pota-
toe, (which thus I have very frequently analyzed ;) 1 only men-
tioned such component parts as are sufficiently obvious 1o
the senses, namely, water, fibre, and farina; not concluding
that chemical research is to be altogether rejected, in promot-
ing the practical knowledge of agriculture, but that those
terms were familiar and adequate to the understunding of
practical men, and the things signified, answerable to the in-
tention.

It hasbeen matter of seriousregret that no effectual method
hath hitherto been devised, for preserving so precious an ar-
ticle of food as the potatoe, beyond that period which is well
known to every cultivator; that which 1 have proposed, I con-
sider not only to be the only effectual method, but that after
a due degree of experimental appreciation, it will be generally
adopted.

I introduced the subject with design that such experiments
might be more generally tried by such as have inclination,op-
portunity or leisure, and they need not be tried on such a scale
as, in case of failure,would be seriously detrimental to the ex-
perimentor. In my own particular practice, I have known
the potatoe to vary in price from 1s.to 12s.a hundred; the lat-
ter may be taken as for wheat at 12s. per bushel, and to im-
ply as the fact was, an uncommon scarcity of the article.—
At the former price it must be evident at first sight, that on a
commodity so bulky, the farmer would be scarcely reimburs-
ed his expences. Many years ago, however, | sold at this
price, delivered three miles distant nearly one hundred tons,
astll gre.ser quantity remainiag on hand, aitogether unsale-
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able; in consequence a very considerable quantity was entirely
wasted—but on some part 1 fed through the winter, twelve
working oxen of the Devon breed: they fed wholly on pota-
toes and sweet barley straw, each ad Lbitum ; and at the time
of being turned out to grass in the spring, they were in condi-
tion so remarkably good, as to be the admiration of every one
who saw them. Butif at the present period [ were in posses-
sion of sucha surplus quantity, I think 1 should be tempted
to detach the farina, and to wait a more propitious epportu-
nity of application.

in a raw state potatoes are not thought to be an excellent
food for pigs, and | am very much of the same opinion, raising
from this consideration, that even the best, or most mealy va-
rieties contain nearly three-fourths water; the inlerior sorts
perhaps more than seven-eights, and the latter trash, for the
most part, | suppose, may fall to the lot of those animals, any
sort of trash being generally thought good enough for them ;
on the contrary 1 am of opinion wtih Mr. Brightley, that
even for them the best, or most farinaceous varieties, ought
studiously to be selected by the planter, the more especially,
as referring to my own practice, 1 have obtained crops full as
lasge from the best as from the inferior.

On the subject of selection, I am desirous of giving Mr.
Brightley all ihe satisfaction in my power, very narrowly cir-
cumscribed as it is; for which purpose 1 may further trespass
on your indulgence for a place in some one of your subse-
quent numbers.

I remain Sir,

Twerton near Bath, your obedient Servant,
June, 1806. NEHEMIAH BARTLEY.

————— R —
DRILL-CULTURE AND EXPENCES OF LAND—PO-
TATOES, BARLEY, CLOVER, WHEAT.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.

Sig, Kent, June 8, 1806.
F vou think the following plan of management of eighty
acres of good loamy soil, (part of a larger farm) situated
near a town where plenty of manure is to be had, and demand
for any quantity of potatoes and clover to be sold standing Lo
the cowkeepers, &c. &c. worth insertion in your Magazine,
it is at your service for that purpose, premising it 1s not an
actual account for one year, but a fair average of several,
that 1 have practised the following rotation. Ist potatoes,
2d barlev, 3d clover, 4th wheat—twenty acres each.
Modr'of operation. Assoon alter wheat season as possible,
plough the wheat gratten, and in the spring carry out the
dung, thinty loads of long per acre, and spread on the land,
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In April or May plant the potatoes, (six sacks per acre) by
opening balks with a plough at eight to the rod, drop the seed
by women, and cover it by splitting the-balks, (it may perhaps
be more eligible, not to carry out the dung till after the balks
are opened, then to be pulled from out of the cart by men,
and the seed deposited on the manure), when you expect the
potatoes to appear, dress the land down fine, and continue
hand-hoeing and skimming them as necessary, in August
earthing them up with a double mould-board plough. The
latter end of Qctober and November, the crop to be ploughed
up by a plough opening every other furrow, to be picked by
women and children by the sack, then the other furrows to be
opened and picked, when finished let the |u‘t1(1 be wellharrowed
with a heavy harrow well loaded, and again picked. It may
then be lefttill spring, and in March ploughed and immedi-
ately drilled with barley, (three bushels per acre,) from seven
to nine inches apart, when up, to be hand-hoed and sown
with clover, which may the next spring be either gypsumed
or coal-ashed. The clover, (if handy to a town where there
is a demand, to be sold standing at per perch, the purchasers
to cut, remove, &c.) if no demand, to be either fed with
sheep till June, (in which case the one-fourth part of trefoil
seed should be mixed) and then seeded, or the first crop or both
may be mown for hay. ln November, thelay to be plough-
ed and drilled with wheat, (three bushels per acre) at from
seven to nine inches apart, and well hand-hoed and hand-
weeded during the summer. The land is perpetually clean,
and may be continued ad infinituin, in a constant state of
amelioration, and few indeed ave the acres that would neces-
sarily require a fallow. If the land sickened of clover being
repeated every fourth year, a crop of tares might be takenin
one course—if of potatoes, cabbages may be substituted also
for one course.
POTATOES——©eXPENCES. ' [. 5. d.

To ploughing wheat-gratten ; 010 o
Harrowing : - - A it |
30 loads of dung and carriage : 7 10 0
Spreading : . h . . 0 | .6
Furrowing and covering seed : A
Seed and planting : . . 200
Harrowing when the potatoes appear 0 0 6

Hand-hoeing 4s. Gd. skimming and earth-

ing 7s. : . . Phagd i3 I
Picking up 120 sacks at 3 per sack i 19 ©
Ploughing up, harrowing, and storing I
Rent, rates, and tythe . - )

Total ¥5 18 G
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PRODUCE. a8y il
By 120 sacks at 4s, ) halenie 24 0 0
Expences ” . . 15 18 6
Profit per acre 8.1, .6
Profit on twenty acres . 161 10 0
BARLEY,——EXPENCES.

To plowing . . . 012 0
Harrow and Roll ; 0 4 6
Drilling and hand-hoeing . 0 5 0
Mowing 2s. 6d. binding 2s. carrying 6s. 0 10 6
Threshing 12s. binding straw 4s ; 016 O
Seed < ~ x . 011 ©
Rent, rates, and tythe : . 2. .6..0
Total O 5. 0

PRODUCE.
By 6 quarters of barley at 30s. perquarter 9 0 0
2 Load of Straw . g o sl 10210
184,09, 40
Expence 5 5 0
Profit peracre 7 i5 0
Profit on 20 acres ) 3 1556, 0 0

CLOVER.——ExPENCES.

To seed and sowing . s 0O 8 O
Stone picking : . : 0 2 0O
Coalash or gypsum i : 110 O
Mowing, &c. . . . 0.15. O
Rent, rates, and tythe ] ’ 2 6 0
Total 5 1 0

PRODUCE.
By 4 ton of hay . - 12,0, .0
Expence & wils . O
Profit peracre 6 19 0
Profit on twenty acres N . 139 0.0

————

Memorandum, I have sold clover standing, clear of all
expences, as high as seventeen guineas per acre.
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WHEAT.——EexpPENCES. £. s d.
1 0

To ploughing ; ; . 0 12

Harrowing and drilling A . 0:5.0
Hand-hoemng ; X ; 0,18 ‘0
“;n\'t'sliu}__[, &e. : - 018 0
Tin't-ahing, &e. ; . § B0 a1
Seed > : -  ERLC A
Rent, rates, and tythe : A 2in 6y 6

Total 697 +6

PRODUCE.

By 4 quarters, at 3. per quarter - 12. 0.0

Straw 48s. Stubble Gs. A ; g 14" 0O

14 14 O

Expence 6 7 6

Profit 8«88

Profit on 20 acres 4 : 166 10 0O

RECAPITULATION.

Expence Produce Profit p, acre Total profit
By v 8 T . 8 d: LinEse il
Fotatoes' 85, 18:16..5.24 01 0..08 1 B 161 10 O
Banley ¥ 5 5504.413 . 0 0.0 % 19 Qniusas 0 ;0
Clover LGS VN 0 P e I T T o RTINS 139, O O
Wheat 6. 5 6.... ¥ 5,04 90.,cme 816 6.2..166 10,0
Total proﬁt per annum on 80 acres 622 0 0O

I am, Sir, your constant reader,
A MAN OF KENT.

——— S ——

ON THE COMPARATIVE LABOUR OF MULES, ASSES, HORSES,
AND OXEN, AND ON THE SCARCITY OF BREAD CORN,
IN ANSWER TO P. P.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.

Sig,

&7 OUR correspondent P. P. desires an opinion on the fol-

lowing subjects—** how far mules ought to be employed
for labour of different kinds; and how it happened, that not-
u'iI]}-;l:tlldlu-_g the extensive annual enclosures, and the great
improvements said to be made in agricultare, and the increase

dg. Mag. Vol. 14. 3D
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of its produce, we are continvally making such vast impor-
tations of foreign wheat, and other grain, whereas formerly
we were an exporting cauntry?”

The keeping of mules for farm-labour, or driving them in
a coach, as wasthe practice of the late Mr. Skey, of Bewdle 2y »
results generally, | appwhcnc] from whium or the affectation
of singularity ; or even if the parties taking such steps really
act from motives of supposed interest, such are not probably
the result of any very prolound or extensive calculation.—
One or two gentlemen in Berks, and in the West, have tilled
their lanc, and done their carting business with asses. An-
other has contrived a hand-plough, and turned up his soil with
human labour. Doubtless it is saying nothing to draw argu-
ments against any particular practice, beeauvse it deviates from
those in veneral use , but deviauons surely 0ug ght to have suf-
ficient gmu.nin for their support. The advantages on the side
of mules and a455¢8, are, l]'l Hl]ldallll ss of their first cost, their
'...’;1pi1L--s of maintenance, compared with horses, their little
Jiabitity to diseases of any kind, and the very long duration of
their services, ol the mule particularly; to which m: vy be ad-
ded, their reneral surefootedness.

In stoney and hilly, or almest impassible countries, much
way be s: aid for their use, and a great deal more in favor of
r]wn (‘I!a“'{nwk-‘m all respects, to poor peoplein small country
business, and vet the latter, in Britain at least, are observed
never to retain their use any Iul.fw than their inability to do
better, that is 1o 'say, 1o purc hase hiorses, subsists.

To argue in the style of the ledger, lunlhu.elu.tl]j, a me-
thod of infinite excellence, and which, bad it been adopted
some fourteen or filteen hundred years ago by divines and
polemics, would have saved a world of misery and blood ;— |
Jet us revert to the per contra side of the account of mules
and asses. Here we shall perhaps find facts, as stubborn as
the animals themselves, which will militate totally against
their use any where, but in the pedling line. In the case of
strong worl, a man must keep a great number of such inferior :
beasts, to do the labour of two or three horses, and even lhl:l],
his business, if ever thoroughly executed, must be done at mi-
serable and teazing shifts. It is seldom also, that apeed or
dispatch can be made, with any of the ass Lmt!, and in fine,
allowing their full werits, the small size of the horse genus
will ever be their supericr at any labour, with pe rhaps the ex-
ception of that over mountainous countries. 'To what pur-

pose iusist on the superior cost of the horse it he pay it himself ?
The great age to which the mule will labour, perhaps even to
his thutieth year, has been much insisted on; to this M,
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Lawrence has answered, that the ox never grows old,since you
may labour him, eat him, and renew him ad wnfinttum: and,
laughably as some may think, but in appearance very serious-
ly on his own part, he recommends a light variety of the ox
for inferior purposes of the saddle. Nor 1ssuch a thing with-
out precedent, since the Right Hon. George Rose has an an-
nual ox ruce near his seat in Hampshire, in which some of
these horned racers have been kunown to come through the
four mile course, at the rate ol fifieen miles per hour, carrying
a lusty plongh-jockey ; and farther, although 1t be not gene-
rallv known, the letters have been carried a stage in that
neighbourhiood, by a bullock hackney, for several years past.
Doubtless mules and asses might be much improved both in
breed and by superior keep; amd so may the inferior and
smaller breeds of horses, which leaves the question precisely
as we found 1t.

With respect to the second question, or the scarcity of
grain, and need of constant import of late years, no doubt, 1
conceive, ought to be made, that however extensive our home
growth has been, it has proved to be by no means sufficiently
so. What can be a beuter prool that we ought to break up
more of our own wastes, than a defect in the quantity of the
first necessary, nnd the obligation of procuring it lrom foreign
countries? All other cousiderations seems extraneous; but
were we 10 go deeply and extensively 1nto the subject, it would
Lihink, appear in the conclusion, that a rapidly increasing po-
pulation, both at home and in the colonies we partly teed, to-
gether with the inevitable waste of the presentstate of war, and
wailike preparation, are the grand causes of the defieit in ques-
tion. Duppose these cavses temporary, are we to deter n
consequence, a culure of our wastes, and so suffer the coun-
try 1o starve a while on speculation? 1 demand of certain
persons, what sort of a situation this country might be
in, next year, should the calamity of a general blight and
mildew recur this summer; a thing | believe improbable, but
by no means impossible 7 To talk of inferior modern cul-
ture, and the inferior comparative product of our arable lands,
I have reason 1o know fiom extensive information, is to talk,
pitiable nonsense. What then is to be done? Take away
every unfair and dishounest bar to the culture of our wastes,
the withholding of which from tlie use and sustenance of the

E‘.euplt', Is a -@u;:-lul'[u.: frand upuon the COuRtry.

Tadcaster, Juue 12, 18006, Q. Q.




( 366 ) [June,

ONDRILLHUSBANDRY COMPARED WITH BROAD
CAST, AND ON WIDTH OF INTERVALS:
. To the Editor of the dgricultural Magazine.
Sir,

N the last number of your miscellany, your Essex corres-

~ pondent says ““ my information since last month has con-
firmed the idea, that in the north, they drill scarcely any thing
but tornips and beans.”—I can assure him, however, that in
Northumberland we drill all sorts of grain ; and that that me-
thod of cultivating Wheat and Barley is practised upon a
pretty extensive scale., Undoubtedly the broadecast mode
of raising culmiferous crops, still predominates ; but our ne-
cessities, arising from the pressure of our enormously high
rents, will (if they are not so high as to diminish our agricul-
tural capital,) probably excite such a spirit of lmprovement,
that the drill hsmlmn(h'.\' will soon be greatly extended. Simi-
lar causes will, in all probability, produce similar effects in
Scotland, where, | believe, drilling i1s not so exteusive y prac-
tised asin Northumberland.  On this partof the subject, how-
ever, your North Briush friends are unquestionably well in-
formed, and I should be glad to see their sentiments in your
Mngnzino.

I am as decided an advocate for “ the superiority of the
general drill husbandry ” as your correspondent in Essex ;
but, till I receive, from well conducted comparative experi-
ments, such information as will convince me that L am wrong,
I must retain the opivion (which I expressed in your 8lsl.
number) that in the drill culture of turnips a greater produce
may be obtained than in the drill culture of corn, comparing
each species of crop with the broad-cast l.u:lumc!r}'. All my
own experience confirm this opinion. Those, however,
which are recited in the above number of your work, seem to
require farther explanation. [ said « your Essex {riend ac-
knowledges that he is unacquainted with our dwill method of
cultivating turnips. I have repeatedly tried that and the
broad-cast husbandry with the greatest accuracy; and the
crops¥ under the former have always been superior in the
ratio of four to three.”—With respect 1o the experiments in
the culture of wheat, I observe that [ have omitted (owing
probably to the pressure of business) to mention the quan-
tities produced by the acre; and of course, though 1 stated
thatall the crops were great,the proportionate produce of turn-

* There is a typographical error in tiiis, as in other parts of my letter.

It ftems particularly neceffary to fay, that at page 249, line 7, the words
i | = -~ & 1 ! 5

FOR WHEAT are omitted ; amd that at page 242, line 14y U:U[n e ;..'QT.)

cuLTiIVATOR fhould have been cULTIVATORS,
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nips could not be compared with that of the corn. I must,
therefore, now inform your readers,that in the first wheat ex-
periment (see page 249, number 81,) the broad-cast crop pro-
duced
luced,

Winchester bushels per acre, 34 weighing 581b per bush.

The drilled at 10% inches intervals 33% ditto 58 ditto

And the drilled with 9 ditto ditto 36 ditto 50 ditto
Anu in the second,

The broadcast crop produced 40 ditto 50 ditto

The drilled at 10% inches intervals 40 ditio 59  ditto

Andtihe drilled at 9 ditto ditto 427 ditto 60 ditto

Your readers will now more clearly perceive a part of the
reasons upon which I founded my t.‘llil‘l-lull relative to the com-
parative superiority of the dxill culture of turnips over that of
corn.*

[n the Northumberland turnip laum:m:T:'.\‘, it isas 4to 3

4
In the first wheat experimetit as = = A IS Ve 9 torgt
Andatithe secotidditte’ -~ = (- 2 4 Yer o gg 105 to 10%

But, an Essex farmer says “ it is impossible to reckon my
experiments decisive as 1o width of intervals, because, ina
great number of trials at various periods, by other experi-
menters, the results have been different.” 1 am ready to ac-
knowledg
made by other experimenters, have been dilferent from
those which I have laid before your readers. But though
wy trials (in which the superiority of the dri

‘e that the results of some trials which have bees

led crops, in
corn and straw, added to the saving of seed, s equal to about
thirty shillings per acre) afford sufficient encouracement to
prefer the drill husbandry, 1 cannot think it so very advan-
tageous as some wriiers have represented.  Where lands have
been lone in tillace, or abound with root, and other weeds, [
can readily conceive that the advantages of drilling will be
most conspicuous, because the particles of earth (which bea-
comeé more adhesive from long aration) can be easily di-
vided, and the weeds eradicated, by means of hoeing.—
But why continue land long in tillaze? Or why sow corn
where weeds abound? Upon such soils, however, | would
entertain no doubt of obtaining double the weight of turnips,
by the Northumberland mode of cuiture, than could be ob-
tained in the broadcast hasbandry, the quantity and quality
of the dung, and other circumstances, being equal. But
even this result would not, perhaps, satisty your Essex corr

* I mean when the drilled turnip and corn crops’ are

obtained (hy accurate experiments) in the bro:

t I understand that your correfpondent alludes to the quantity, and naot
to the value of the produce.
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respondent. He would probably remind me of still greater
advantages from the drilling of culmiferous crops; for in Dr.
Dickson’s “complete System of Modern Husbandry”’—a most
valnable work, 1t appears that the Rev. Mr. (:UU[»; uhl;!i[ltd,
by drilliog, upon a cold clay soil, forty-four bushels five gal-
lons _z\n{l two quarts of wheat per acre; and upon the adjoin-
ing land under the broadeast husbandiy, only nine bushels
four gallons and two quarts. An astonishing difference ! and
such, ] must own, as would “ reduce lmni|:‘i'|z'|'\'|in;: 1o amere
matter of straw.” Whetber there is any mistake in this ac-
count, | cannot determine; I can only say that it is not no-
ticed in the Doctor’s list of ervata. i

From all 1 have seen and heard, of the drilling of culmi-
ferous ciops in some of our best cultivated districts, I cannot
account for the results of some experiments, but by supposing
a want of accuracy, or that the land has been in a foul state.
1 would entertain this opinion, even 'when the drilled and
broad-cast crops, are in the proportion of four to three; and
I shouid be much obliged 1o your Essex friend, it he would
communicate to your readers, a detailed account ol the ex-
periments to which he has alluded. 1 request, however, that
he will be very minute, not only as to the produce, but
also in stating all the difterent operations of ploughing, har-
rowing, mapuring, sowing, hoeing, reaping, throshing, &e,
and the quantities of seed ; for I intend to analyze aund exa-
snine them, with the eye of a pretty old and extensive practi=
cal farmer. Attention to minutize in these matters, has al-
ways appeared highly necessary to me; and | have often re-
eretted that some of our very zealous advocates for the drill
husbandry, have not been sufficiently explicit in their publi-
cations of experiments. I cannot reckon a comparative trial
fair and accurate, unless the crops are aised under precisely
similar circumstances, (excepting the difference arising from
the different modes of culure.)

I agree with your correspondent in Essex,  that the result
of a smgiee experiment or two in farming matters, often sig-
nifies very little ;7 and oue reason why I entertain this opinion
1s, that they are of ten conducted without the necessary judg-
ment and accuracy. But even when they are judiciously
made, 1 would certainly pay more regard to a series of uials
for four to seven years, than to one or two. When 1 make
two accurate expernnents, however, In conlormity to the
principles which I advanced in your November Number—
with corresponding results, 1 cannot but allow them to have
great weight, when [ estimate the advantages of any particulag
mode of culture, I have not, however, recommended nine
inches as the most profitable width of interval, upon all sorts
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of land and in all seasons. I described the soil upon which
my experiments were conducted. | likewise mentioned the
time of sowing, and recommended that width in the spring
cultivation of light friable ground ; adding that “in autumnal
sowing, on more deep and fertile soils, perhaps these inter-
vals are too narrow.” And as a proof that I really think so,
I can statethat I now have between seventy and eighty acres
of whel, upon loams and stronger souls, drilled at ten inches
and a half intervals.

[ never drilled any white corn at the distance of eichteen
inches between rows (the intervls which are preferred by a
Reverend acquaintance of your Essex correspondent,) but I
now have a small quantity growing, upon some experiment
ground, with intervals of fourteen or fifteen inches, the result
of which will enable me to judee with more precision respect-
ing these areat distances. If 1 am to form an opinion, how-
ever, npon the practice of some of our best cultivated counties*
the width of eighteen inches will have but few supporters in
the present enlightened times. Soon after the days of Jethro
Tull, even greater distances would have had their advocates
amoug theoretical agriculturists. But in present practice, in-
tervals of from six to twelve inches are preferred by almosteve-
ry cultivator in this kinedom ; and [ believe a very great ma-
jority consider nine inches, or thereabouts, as the most profit-
‘able distance. Much, however, as | have already observed,
depends upon the time of sowing and the nature and condi-
tion of the soil.

It is evident from the discussion which your friend in Fis-
sex has brought forward, that some difference of opinion ex-
Ists as to the produce most advantageous, width of intervals,
and, perhaps, quantity of seed, in the drilling of culmiferous
erops; and as the subject is highly interesting to the agricul-
tural world, | am particularly desivous of seeing it fully and
completely investigited in the pages of your very useful ma-
gazine. When I reflect upon the zeal and intelligence of your
correspondents, in various parts of the kingdom, I confident-
ly rely upon their exertions, particularly in collecting facts,
to bring it to such an issue as may be the means of maintain-
g the celebrity of your work, and of extending, upon the
solid basis of experience, the most advantageous modes of cul-
ture. In the prosecution of this design, | think I may reason-
ably expect the able assistance of Agricola Norfolciensis in
particular ; for he communicated to you, i the last or preced-

¥ Or the ftatements of M. Young in, I think, his Eaftern tour. Accor.
ding to thele ftatements, crops at eighteen inch

intervals,have yvielded fcarce-
¢y ome half of the quantities obtained by dril incl

* at nine or teg
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ing year the results of some relative experiments, which were
favorable to the practice of drilling, upon light soils, at inter-
vals of nine inches. Ie also stated his sentiments upon the
too small quantities of seed used by some of our most ardent
drillers ; and I fully agree with him. This gentlemnan can also
communicate accurate information as to the practice of
drilling culmiferous crops in Norfolk, in which I hope he will
be supported by vour other correspondents in that county.—
Thus Sir, you will probably be enabled to lay before your nu-
nerous readers, a pretty accurate account of the drill husband-
ry in the counties of Nerlolk and Northumberland; whose cul-
tivators, it will not be denied, stand high in the scale of agri-
cultoral fame. At present I think 1 may venture to state that
the general quantity of corn from the drilled crops of the for-
mer county® is to that obtained in its broadcast husbandry, as
about thirty-six to-thirty-one, or thirty-two, nearly.} In this
county I have not heard that drilling has been followed by
areater advantages, where oood husbandry has been pursued.
{0 most situations, upon land in a perfectly clean state, I un-
derstand the difference has not been so great in favor ol that
practice.

Below you have the results of all Mr. Amos’s comparative
experiments in the drilling of culmiferous crops. (Extract-
ed from his “ Theory and practice of Drill Husbandry).

intervals. quantityofseed bushels,

11t. Oats. Produce of the drilled acre 8 inches 12 Pecks 56

Ditto. Dirto broadeaft ditto 5o

2d. Barley. Produce of the drilled acre g ditto 3 ditto 53

Ditto ™ ditto broadcast ditto 51

3d. Wheat. Produce of the drilled acre 7 ditto 16
Ditte  dilto broadcast ditto 10 ~
ath. Barley. Produce of the drilled acre 9 ditto 8 dilto z ?:-
Ditto  ditto broadcalt ditto 47 7

sth. Wheat. ditto of the drilled acre g ditto 2 ditto 2

Ditto  ditto of broadcast ditto 36

6th. Barley. ditto ol the drilled acre g ditto 7 ditto 56

Ditto ditto  of broadcast ditto 49

Alr. Amos has not been sufficiently explicit with regard to
these experiments. [ am even at a loss to determine upon
what sort of land they were made; and whether it condition
was cood, bad or indifferent. Their results, howcver, your
readers will remark, conhrm my assertions relative to the su-
perior advantages attainable in the Northumberland turnip
* This Ido in fupport of my propofition refpecting the comparative ad-
vantaees of drilling turnips and corn. Your Norfolk friends are, doubt=
lels, well informed, and if I am wrong as to the general fuperiority of the
drilled corn crops of that county, they will correct me.

t Which are gtml'a['.:.' [own at intervals of about nine inches.
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culture; for that which is most favorable to your Essex cor-
respondent is only as six to five in favor of drilling corn.—
e will observe that Mr. Amos has given the preference to
nine inch intervals.

It is but fair, however, to state another astonishing result in
vour friend’s favor. ¢ The practical statements (says Dr,
Dickson) of a later experienced drill cultivator, may probably
be mure satisfactory, and afford a more correct view of the
superiority of the practice. (The Doctor is not here, making
a comparison with Mr. Amos’s trials ) The writer after ashort
trial with another drill machine, and becoming more acquaint-
ed with the nature of the drill culture from a more extensive
observation of it in different places, determined upon making
use of Mr. Cook’s machine, and the method of management
which be has recommended. He began by drilling in No-
vember, 1701, two acres and a half of light, dry, loamy, land,
not worth more than twelve shillings the acre, middling bar-
ley soil, broken up from the state of a foul, poor pea stubble,
with red Jammas wheat, at the rate of one bushel to the acre, in
rows with nine inch intervals; another part of the field, confes-
sedly better by five or six shillings the acre, being sown at the
rate of two bushels to the acre in the broadcast method, and
managed in the best manner of that practice. The crop of
the broadcast sowing was, on account of the thinness of that
of the drilled, it is said, much superior in its appearance du-
ring the winter, and the early part of spring ; but the other af-
ter being scarified once in March, and horse-hoed the last
week in May, exhibited a decided superiority, the broadcast
declining considerably ; and on the crops being reaped, that
part under the drill system afforded nineteen bushels and
thiree pecks on the acre; while the part managed in the broad-
castmethod did not produce quite five bushels on the same ex-
tentofland.” More experiments may bestated in your friend’s
favor, at least with regard to comparative produce ; but your
readers will see in that which is last recited, a confirmation of
my suspicious respecting the state of the land on which the
trials have afforded so much more cornin the dvill, than in the
broadecast husbandry as would establish his position. Far
more, however, may be found, in the works of Br. Dickson,
M. Secretary Young, and other authors, to uphold what
have asserted. In these the superiority of produce in the
drill-husbandry, is from about two to four, five, or six
Winchester bushels per acre, These results were consonant
to the experience of farmers, whose soils were clean and well
pulverised, when the seed was committed to the ground ; and
I consider it as no small compliment to the Northumbrian,

Adg. Mag. Fol. 14. SE
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and other able husbandmen, that they cannot obtain such
ereat advantages from the drilling of culmiferous crops, as
the cultivators of some other parts of the kingdom. What
would be the increase of our already enormously high rents,
if we could, like some southern cultivators, quadruple the
present produce of our broadcast crops of wheat? If we could
raise from one hundred and sixty to two hundred Winchester
bushels of wheat per acre, Northumbria’s bleak hills and cold
retentive plains, would exceed the fertility of the Delta or
Bengal.

I never intended (says your Essex friend) to give the
preference to broad-casting turnips.” I[n another part of the
same page, he also says, ““ I doubt very much the utility, and
have often suspected the danger, of depositing the muck in
the turnip ridges.” It appears, therefore, either that he deems
the mode of drilling upon a flat surface, or that of applying
the dung as in the broadcast way, superior to our northern
practice. 1 shall be very glad to see his arguments in support
of this opinion. In the mean time [ must briefly observe, that
in theory it appears of great consequence to have the whole
of the muck well covered, and placed alittle below the earth
in which the seed is deposited by the “ turnip drill ;” that in
accurate comparative practice, 1 have always found this mode
of application superior to any other; that it is supported by
the almost universal practice of our Scottish and Northum-
berland farmers; and that in drilling turnip seed upon a flat
surface, at intervals of about twelve inches, 1 have not been
able to obtain greater crops than in the broadcast mode of
culture.

I am, Sir,
30 Yours, &c.
AGRICOLA NORTHUMBRIENSIS.
June 14, 1806.

P. S. T am surprised at some remarks of your Essex cor-
respondent, respecting the hoeing of drilled culmiferous
crops; for I stated nothing to induce an opinion that [ am
not friendly to that judicious practice. 1 stated that in one
of my experiments, the crops were hand-hoed; and that,
owing to the mistake of a servant, they were not horse-hoed.
I should have found no greater difficulty, however, in horse-
hoeing the drills which were nine inches apart, than in horse-
hoeing those with the broadest intervals, (ten inches and a
half.) The land vpon which the other experiment was made,
was not only as clean as a garden, but sown with grass-seeds.
It was, therefore, not hoed,

A. N.
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ON SPRING FOOD FOR CATTLE, BORECOLE OR KAIL, KOHL-
RABI, £¢.—ON THE POOR AND POOR LAWS—IN ANSWER
TO R. W.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.

Sir,

AVING a little leisure of late, I have found an agree-
}I able amusement in turning over the volumes of the
complete set of the Magazine you lately sent me by the
waggon, and shall not omit to remind several of my neigh-
bowrs, who have but lately become your subscribers, to take
the advantage, as well as myself, of the information which is
to be obtained from having your work complete from its
first publication. I have obtained the promise of several in-
telligent farmers to correspond with your Magazine, when-

ever any matter of information may oceur, in particular of

an old friend in Hertfordshire, on whose mature knowledge
in every thing relative to husbandry, you may safely rely,
not only as it respects his own district, but many other parts
of this island.

In Number 77, p- 384, [ found some very useful reflec-
tions on that most important branch of husbandry, Spring-
Food for cattle, by Agricola Norfolciensis, one of the most
valuable correspondents or pillars of the Magazine : these
are also accompanied with the recommendation of some
useful practice. It is a subject in which I ought to have
much experience, my late father’s husbandry being in its
zenith at that period when Arthur Young first stirred up
the attention ol our cultivators to cattle crops of every de-
scription ; in course, we have, at one period or other, tried
nearly every species.

A.N. very feelingly and forcibly repeats, what both be
and I have, no doubt, too often seen ; and his words, as fol-
low, should be worked into a sampler by the daughters of
certain farmers (I shall really recommend the measure to a
tenant of mine) in order to be framed and giazed, and
hung vp in the parlour. How great soever may have been
the provision for cattle, which a prudent farmer has secured
against the severity of the winter season, yet it frequently
happens, in an unusually backward spring, that an interval
of a month, and sometimes even of two months, proves ex-
ceedingly distressing for want of grass, or other spring food to
supply its place. The consequence has been, that recourse
1s had to the artificial grasses, in too early a stale, which
then receive a check that they never recover from the w hole
ensuing summer. Nor does the mischief end theve: the
cattle themselves are halt-stapved, stopped in their growth,
and seldom or ever become worth what they would have
been, but for this unfortunate period of general distress.”
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In the first place, T rather wonder that A. N. did not men-
tion drawing and storing common turnips, as a certain r e-
source for the spring ; I say common turnips, becanse his
poor and sandy soil 1s not good enough, eitherto produce the
Swedish of large size, or full suceculent quality, As to the
difficulty be adverts to, of the hardness of the Ruta Baga, we
do not find it so prevalent in the superior large and yellow
species, and at any rate, we never fail of a remedy 1n slicing
them. 1 think bim fortunate in finding a substitute in Scotch
Kail, which Lreally did not suppose would succeed sufficiently
to pay, on a poor sand, having been repeatedly disappointed
myself, by the small bulk of that otherwise excellent article,
on middling Joams.  As to any difficulty in finding room for
it, that circumstance did not occur to me, who never observe
any particular course of erops, a thing perfectly void of con-
sequence where the whole of the land is underthe drill. My
only questions are, in contemplation of sowing, what articles
will be most in request, and whether the land be proper for
them. There is, | believe, a species of perennial kail, which
being cut down and finished in April, on being manured,
will revive during the summer, and be fit to begin upon the
tollowing winter, through which it may be used, until April
again. On this [ request information from your Scotch cor-
respondents.  Kail sueceeding so well with A. N. surely he
cannot do better than to join it with the turnip culture, as a
standing dependance, and provide accordingly. There is a
superior kind of Kail, not yet sufficiently known or attained
in South Britain.  As to the Kohlrabi, very inferior to Kail,
Chorex a mille tetes, Ruta Babaga, and other articles, it is of
course no longer any object of concern. Cabbages must be
entirely out of the question upon such asoil as A. N. deseribes,
and I am at this instant writing in sight of a crop of cabbages,
upon a strong, but cold clayey loam, which are comparatively
a very poor crop, merely from insufficient goodness in the
soil, which manure does not seem very greatly to amend. I
beg leave to recommend Burnet to A. N. which, on his sandy
soil, provided he shuts it up early enough in the summer, he
will find a most valuable spring resource, at once nourishing
and medical to his sheep.

[ must next beg leave to notice the opinions of another of
your very able correspondents, and a Norfolk man also, on
the subject of the poor laws, on which I am truly sorry to
declare, that I must, in conscience, totally disagree with him.,
Alas! this 1s among the misfortunes of humanity, that we
cannot always agree in sentiment with those whose talents
and good intentions we otherwise highly respect. I must
however be biiel as the nature of the subject will admit,
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having already nearly reached those bounds I had presented
to myself., It is a remarkable feature in R. W.’s arguments,
that he has gencrally reasoned ex parte, and like his pre-
cursor, My, Malthus, either from that deficiency, which may
be occasioned by prejudice, in the strongest minds, or from
design, bas left unnoticed a main principle, or governing
member of his subject. Their hypotheses, in consequence,
are invariably lame on one side. R. W, says, ¢ The appear-
ance of our poor laws is beautiful on paper.’—I answer, there
has ever been one grand and fatal defect in our poor laws,
R. W. exemplifies fully, what the elder Mirabeau said in
his Ami 1’ Homimes, that it is always expected of the poor,
that their conduct should be invariably correct, in fact, that
they should be something more than human; and they
bring us to the mote and the beam, and the conduct of the
Pharisees in the old Jewish story. Why is our ill conduct in
the management of the money raised for the supply of the
poor, to be laid to their charge? If temptation bhe placed
either in their, or our way, is it not but too nataral, that we
should follow it? The multifarious parish business in which
I have been at different periods involved, however, strongly

induces me to suspect the accuracy of these pretended exor-
bitant grants of relief to the poor. Let us beware of the
conduct of the Pharisees of old, who laid burdens on men’s
shoulders, which they would not even touch with their fin-
gers. I have too often seen, in times of general distress,
that instead of fairly aleulating the sum a family must ex-
pend for a mere subsistence, they who had the disposal of
the funds, would, with grave and knowing faces, and nods
and winks, fix upon an arbitray allowance, however insuffi-
cient, and tell the half-famished claimant he must shift with
that, and that it was enough. T recollect also, at that af-
flicting period to all people of sensibility, that a member of
parliament was absurd and ignorant enough to remark, that
the poor were full of complaints and ungrateful, and that
their equals, in other countries, were much worse fed, even to
the feeding upen bark of trees. Now, I must be free enough
to declare, that generally speaking, I know of no bounden duty
of gratitude from the poor in this case, more than from us to
them; and it is of unspeakable importance, that these things
be opeunly explained, since they are so generally, and may be
so fatally misunderstoad.

The labourer who bears the brunt of the 11;1}3 and throuch
whose toil and sweat continued to the end of life

3 [:Il‘ -.!|:}-
port of life for all is procured, naturally says, if he reflects
| {

1 ] ] 1 - ]
at all, why should bhe be reduced to starving and des

?:Ih.'i.l~) wlilst those whom even [IiS E..Jli:'.?'.'i' 13 b'fi'i-'_l?'_[_."
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rolling in full-fed luxury? According to R. W’s account,
shere are some of them who really do reflect, and who well
know the title to support in time of need, w hich they derive
from the still partial, and to them unfavourable laws of their
country. But setting aside the positive direction of the
law, is it "possible, that men like Mr. Malthus and R, W.
can be ignorant why the English labourer has the clearest
right to his maintenance, when fairly unable to obtain it by
his Jabour ? Surely such a thing must be impossible. Is it pos-
sible again, that men can stare at, and complain of the im-
mense amount of the poor’s rates, and yet never stumble
upon the grand original cause? Some writer that I lately
turned over, has in a quotation, made Mr. Malthus say,
« that we are not ebliged to maintain the poor when they
cannot obtain subsistence by their labour.” 1 do not recol-
Ject observing this in Malthus’s book, and hope he will ngt
be found guilty of having made so weak and sorry a remark.
Are we then, to reward their long services and sufferings by
Jetting them at last die'of hunger? And exclusive of human
policy, is there neither obligation nor force in the natural law
of humanity.

R. W’s. reading must be less extensive than I should have
expected, or he would not, 1 think, have found wuch novelty
in the idea of a population destitute of checks, doubling itself
every twenty-five years. Besides, the position as M. Malthus
has stated it, sounds to me very nonsensically : for where did
we ever, or evershall we, find a population destitute of na-
tural or accidental checks, and in defect of those, of le-
gitimate, obvious, and practicable relief ? The quotation
from Malthus, about the single parish, had it fortunately been
known to Fielding, might have been introduced into the
tragedy of Tom Thumb, with much propriety and effect.
Whoever doubted the truth of these pompous nothings, so
admirably calculated te fatten those wiseacres, that are now
at a loss for brain food, since plans for the conquest of France
and the delivery of Europe, are no longer digestible.

It is sagely demanded,—Could any sum of money that we
could give the poor, increase the supply of wheat? Suppressing
a direct and obvious answer to thar, [ ask who occasioned
the scarcity ¢ Not the poor. The noble independent spirit
of the English peasant.” Once again, can it be possible,
that either Mr. Malthus, or R. W. should be unaware, that
dependance is intailed$by law, upon the English peasant, 1o
consequence, that an application to the parish for relief, 1s
no more adegradation to him, than in any public functionary,
for an increase of salary. The quotation from My, Malthus
concerning the Swedes, is much to his discredit, whether as
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a man of feeling or of political science. Is there any reason
that Britons should be abject and unreflecting slaves, because
the Swedes are such? The impatience of the English la-
bourers at the near, or even distant approaches of misery
and want, not induced truly, by their ill conduct or omissions,
is that which is justly due to the safety and comfort of them-
selves and families. Are we Lo monopolize even foresight
and the power of complaint,

The matrimonial checks of Mr. Malthus, did they not de-
monstrate too much of a selfish spirit, and of an unfair mo-
nopoly of the choicest blessings and enjoyments of life,
would be truly ludicrous. Let me task my small wits, to see
if I also, cannot find wholesome and effectual expedients
for the prevention of poverty. Suppose we were to bring a
Bill into Parliament next sessions for the annual castration of
a certain number of our poor, in every parish of the united
kingdom, male and female. Many of them might, in the
first place, turn out singers, either for the opera or church
service, and the bulk of them having no families to provide
or care for, would, no doubt, prove excellent labourers.

R.W. it seems desires a repeal of the poor laws. Has he
reflected on the tremendous consequences that must result, in
a country circumstanced as this at present is, were there no
public provision for the poor? The example of Scotland is
extremely fallacious; in another view I fear much exquisite
misery in that country,is hidden on no very humane motives.
Among other heart-rending accounts, [ recollect one in a
Scotch city, of a poor prostitute perishing in the streets, of
mere famine, for no one would take hei in! But [ remember
something else, if possible, still more atrocious in specula-
tion :---1 have heard that a certain Scotch author coolly ob-
serves, should a few paupers perish for want in the streets, it
would be only a useful example to stimulate the survivors to
industry ! I would not be the author of that damnable posi-
tion for a king’s ransom.

To conclude, I humbly conceive, that Mr. Malthus and
R. W. have ventured to publish to the world, crude and
dangereus speculations, upon the most momentous subjects,
of which I would recommend to them both, to re-consider
the grounds, hitherto, I fear untouched by either of them.
The acting up to such cruel political sophisms, I believe, first
unsheathed the revolutionary sword in France, which cut up
all property by the roots ; i1t may yet have a similar effect, or
that of approximating society to the savage state,

Hants. W.W.

P.S. [ freely join issue on the necessity of thoroughly
cleansing that Augean stable of corruption and mismanage-
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ment, our pauper matem but to what end attempt it, on
partial and selfish principl cq, in other words, without "’IUUI]L]!:.
or pnnup1 s, excepting as heretofore, to be perpetuallv dab-
ling, in order to render bad worse. L'c"'t us not forget, that in
the ultim ate, fonesty 1s the best policy ; let us go deeper
into this and certain other important natienal questions.-——

Felix qua potuit rerum cognoscere causas.

- R TR ] T e
AGRICULTURAL ENQUIRIES.
To the Lditor of the Agricultural Magazine.
Sig,
\Vl have so many discordant opinionr. in agriculture
at last, after so many years of endless specuhtlon

and exteusive practice, that it is perfectly unaccountable ;
either the science itself must be the most uncertain of all
others, or those whose practice it must be the most neg-
higent and unobserving. 1 shall adduce a few, by no means
unimportant examples, and being 'enlly in need of infor-
mation, do lllrnwlculllurh w-:iuc-,Lll, of some of your more
experienced and practical ummpun{imm

1o the drill husbandry , i;t‘%l[]lll['!"" with the celebrated M.
Tull, and concluding with the Rev. Mr. Hill, of Suffolk,
!h-.m, has ever been within that period, a certain set of drill-
cultivators who have experienced the superiority of wide in-
tervals, and have atiained an equal quantity of wheat per
acre, from eighteen lIlLlI rows, as from nine and twelve.
j\ilt}ll!L‘l set have yet always'preferred narrow inter vals. Some
farmmers, and those of ln" 1 reputation insist, that it is PIE er-
able to leave arable land n}]u]t, throughout the winter; others
contend for the practice of ploughing and .dlowlnrr it as
early as lmwlblc in autumnp. Some direct to sow poor land
very thin of seed, as unable {rom its weakness to bear the
burden of vegetation : others will have it best, toallow an
extra quantity of sced to such soils. on account of the usunal
failure of seeds in barven ground. Some think it a kind of
madness Lo leave turnips after they have reached their full
perlection, to therisk of frosts, and to rot and wither in the
soil ; others slight the alledged advantages ol storing turnips,
which they represent as not worth the cost, and [)IL'{‘I]([
they may be kept in general, throughout winter, in very good
condition in the e nlll. In I\ustu“ and Suflolk, and certain
other counties, a clover ley has been hitherto reckoned one
of the best secd beds for wheat, an opinion to the best of my
recollection, supported by Mr. Arthur Young. In the
North, p.ulunlm]v in Scotland they account it very bad
pl.ul-u_‘ to sow wheat upon a clover ley. Thus much for
the present, from

Market Harborough. AN INQUIRER.
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ON MERINO AND LEICESTER SHEEP, &c,
To the Editor of the Agricultural Magaxine.

Sim,

WROTE to youon the 17th ult. and as my letter is not
inserted in your last number, I apprehend it has been
too late.

I certainly did say that T should be olad to see the opinions
of your practical readers on the dispute between Mr. Bartley
and myself; but will Mr. Wright say that [ engaged not to
offer any remarks upon these opinions !—My letter in your
&1st. number, which I have just read, contains nothing what-
ever to warrant Mr. W in saying that his observations have
made me ¢ angry ;> or that [ will send him ¢* empty away.”
I received these observations in very good humour, and I hope
your readers will allow that I am not in the habit of sending
my opponents ‘¢ empty away,” I always endeavour to give
them something, and with what I conceive to be propriety
and good nature 3 adhering, however, to that freedom of dis-
cussion which appears conducive to the establishment of truth,
If in this I have erred, I have mistaken the design of your pub-
lication. I believe, however, that 1 fully understand 1ts nature.

Mr. Wright stated that his whole flock was of the new
T.eicester breed. If he had said that he had also tried South
Downs or Ryelands, then would I nét only have admitted that
he was, in a considerable degree, qualified to judge of the
merits of anglo Merino sheep, but also withheld some re-
marks to which he has stated an objection.

It appears from Mr. Wright’s last communication, that the
Stamford Butcher sold the Spanish lambs at about nine pence
per pound—this 1s certainly a great price. Mutton at the time
appears to have been about one halfpenny per pound lower ;
butchers’ meat, therefore, must have been dear. After men-
tioning these particulars Mr. W. says, “ will new Leicester
lambs. the first weck in October, make 30 shillings each?”” To
this question I answer, far more.—1 have had Leicester lambs
in October, 14 to 16 lbs.a quarter, and it certaimly requires but
little arithmetical knowledge to show that, at nine pence a
pound, they would raise from 45 to about 50 shillings each.
On fertile lands about 13 to 14 Ibs, a quarter, are the common
welghts of eood Leicester lambs in September and QOctober.

W hat I formerly stated as to the length of time necessary
for Anglo-merinos to lay on a comparatively thin covering
of fat, is not refuted by the Stamford Butcher’s account of
the Spanish lambs which hekilled. Nothing s better known
amongst attentive and experienced breeders and graziers than
this, thatlean and 1ll-formed animals often yield great quanti-
ties of niilk, and that e young of certain infertor breeds

3 F
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{hrive well during the sucking season, and very indifferent!
after being weaned. [ always observe when I, have a few
Cheviot, or South Down Ewes upon my best lands, either for
the purpose of experiment, or the supply of my table with
lamb, that their lambs attain to pretty good condition and of-
ten_fatness, but that when kept forward to wedders, they do
not progressively improve like the new Leicesters. On the
contrary, when the latter, upon similar food, are very fat at two
shear, and at three as fat as ¢ a seal or a Hampshire hog,”
those of the short-woolled breeds are very far from being in
proper condition for general consumption ; nay, so lean, at the
first period, as not to be ¢“ nicked on the tail head.”’—The more
this matter is considered, the more, I flatter myself, will my
remarks be found to rest on the strong basis of experience. All
my information confirms this idea: and* | should be glad to
see the opinion of your practical and attentive correspondents
uponit. Let them notimagine, however, that [ am ¢ inviting
them to a ¢ feast,”” and that they will be sent ¢ empty away.”
1 hereby promisc them all the attention I have invariably paid
to such agreeable visitors. Every thing they say, will meet my
respectful attention, and if I should venture to reply, I hope
they wil. consider it as a mark of gued breeding. 1f they
should happen to gall me, I shall undoubtedly wince, but, I
hope not ¢ copfoundedly,”” for 1 should wish, most ardently,
to retain the powers of replication.

How did Mr.Wright happen to think the ¢ saddle’ he brought
forward for Mr. Bartley, had galled me? No proofs of such
an (I"Lir'éﬂr',?‘ u;;lﬂ.":'(’z 1 f;_-'.’ my f.lr'.".’r“?' H'a"la'{'."f".‘:--’f ?t ?5 P?I'_Jf?'(('d. J‘.\r"]_l'. \r\-’r.
should have recollected that Ais ¢¢ saddle” affurded but a feeble
support to my able opponent, who had defended himself upon
arounds where it was perfectly useless. -Where have [ disputed
the :~11p.;1'in1'ik}‘ (in the apinion r}j' r.n'f(}pf.e n grmd -:m;'.r':.’g/l of the
quality of the muttonof small short-woolled sheep ? While I ad-
mitted 1ts superiority in flavour, muscular fibre, and delicious
gravy, I strenuously maintained the superior fitness of the
ihick and fat mutton of the new Leicesters, for general con-
sumption, for the pientiful supply of ourmarkets and the keen
appetites of our_numerous labourers, artisans, manufacturers,
&c. &c. When these matters are considered, Mr. W. will
* could not possibly gall rae

readily perceive that his ¢¢ saddle’
in anv way whatever.

¢ [ord Somerville (says Mr. Wright) can make ten gui-
neas peracre of his Spanish w ool, when will Pastorius make
that in wool and mutton ?’—Without .--L':'_\"]Hf_f one word, Mr,
Editor, upon the credulity of some minds, and the occasional
most stubborn incredulity of my own, which prevents me
from giving credit to every thing 1 hear, in this age of wonders,
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I shall endeavour to answer your friend’s question. When, I
experiment upon such productive land as will well maintain
ten Merino sheep per acre, ¢ the year throughout,” then will
I make more than fwice ten pounds by the wool, and mutton
of my new Leicester sheep upon that quantity of ground.—
1f my recollection does not fail, however, 1 think Mr. Wright
should have valued the Spanish wool, in the wonderful cases
to which he has :J.Hudcd, at tm]_\‘ cig'ht or nine '}]ijlHlln an aerc,
taking i even the present prices (of four to four shillings and
sixpence per Ib.) of the commodity before it be scoured, or
those of four shillings to six shillings and six pence, and in some
cases seven shillings per b, when ¢ ympletely sorted and cleaned.
He should also have considered the objections I have urged,
with complete success, in m) dispute with Mr. Bartley,
ﬂg'.:tin.ﬂl calculating upon the present prices of Spanish wool,
in our views of the comparative merits of new Leicester and
Merino sheep ; and the prices to which long wool would rise,
if we had no more long-woolled sheep in the kingdom than
we now possess of the Merino kind.  Long wool, of proper
quality, cannot be obtained but in this kingdom ; and were I
to calculate upon the vast increase of ']‘-t'it'\_‘:_,l’,l'r::,rr this limited
number of sheep, would not Lord 5 merville, and other breeders

of short-woolled varieties, justly accuse me of pufling oft my
sheep upon false principles ? Would not such enliehtened
judges of the !l-.-.-.-imi_r~|uri-..-:-L-]-lum' trade and political economy,
remind me of the greatly diminished pricesto w hich my follow

£

1. 1. ] I
ers would be oblieed to submit, under such an extension o

‘f}wmu'r‘h'f":‘;_-m.f as would .a.f:"(.“f_h".':' our long ool manufacturers.
Is Mr. Wright bold enough to dispute the principles by which
I have satisfactorily shewn the prices to which Spanish wool

LY

would be reduced, if we possessed a sufhcient number of

Anglo-merino sheep for the supply of our manufacturers of
superfine cloth ?>—Is he disposed to contend against the au-
thority of the ¢ renowned Dr. Adam Smith,”” and all our

political economists and experienced merchants ¢ Has he
fully considered the consequence of our having the above num-

ber of ;\11g1()~|11t-r1nn sheep, and, al the same time, the
Spanish, and other foreign markets open to us ?  Surely, Siry
he has not, or he would not have brought forward Lord So-
merville’s 10 guineas an acre as a proof of the intrinsic value
of Merino sheep. With equal justice might [ state th
present price of Champaign 1 London, as a prool of t
which it would sell for if certain restrictions were removed
But let us fake the cases mentioned by Mr. Wnal

!hE}' have been stated, without beine very scrupulous. T
Anglo-merino sheep, and 10 guineas per acre for their wool

will then appear before yous readers : no unpleasant




382 On Merino and Leicester Sheep, &c. [June,

the farmer, in these burthensome times! And ccr:amly an
agrecable subject for the contemplation of our present Juve-
nile, but 1)1(‘, financier, Lord Henry l’ulw.—Lurd, Sir, why |
talk of pecuniary (ilhlllllleq or any thing but inexhaustable {
resources 2 We may now war,if not for ever,at least till Buona-
parte and his numerous 3”185 be Cunm!L‘Lch confined to the
continent without a single acre of foreign ground or a solitary
bark upon the ocean '—Why should Mr. Fox’s philipics
against his predecessors embolden our enemies * What have
our ministers to do but repose upon ¢“a bed of roses I”” What
are all the mines of Mexico and Peru, with all the ¢¢ gold of
Opher,” (;mnp;wcd to the wealth of this kingdom ! Pardon
me, Sir, for this digression, and permit me to return to the
circumstances which gave rise te it, to 10 Spanish sheep and
10 suinecas an acre, for their wool.

Before T proceed farther, T must remind Mr. Wright of the
proofs I have advanced that sheep do not consume food in
proportion to their weight, and that Leicesters consume less
in proportion than any other breed. 'What number of Lei-
cester sheep, then, will I be justifiable in placing upon an
acre UF land that will maintain 10 Merinos ¢ the year through-
out?” Certainly not less than seven. Upon these d.-ita, let
us see how the account will stand. Kii 1 8se ds
First we have the wool of 10 Spanish sheep at

the present prices, which are improper to ¢ 10 10. 0

calculate on.

And 10 Spanish sheep, 12 lbs. perquarter, :11} i
7 pence per pound, sinking
24 10 O

G_ pon the next acre we h'!.‘\-ﬂ seven new LLI((‘S-
ter «hmp, 26 Ibs. a quarter, at the above price » 21 4 8§
per 1b. sinking offal.

And 7 fleeces of w ool, 10 Ibs. each, at ¥s. 3d. perlb. 4 7 6

* 25 12 ¢

I have supposed the sheep put to grass, on the 1st. of June,

immediately after being once shorn, and continued till the 2nd.

* Here the balance is greatly in favor of my “ w ool and mutton.” Per-
haps Mr. Wright may think that I should have calculated on no more

than 0 Leicesters azainst 10 ] Mernnos. U Jpon these numbers the balance

of the acconnt would be*in my iuur if the wonl of the former were taken

at 12 lb. perfleece, as, perhaps it ought to be, and the mutton at seven pence
haltpeany per lb. and I am certain 1'1 f, In our great mutton markets,
mine would sell at more than a halfpenny perlb. above the mutten of the

Spanish breed.
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shearing in the succeeding year. educe the Spanish wool to
the price it would sell for “if we (m:ll supply uurwlx es, from
3ritish and Irish she ep, with the quantity H.].k!‘l”" mlpurtul
and the balance in my favor will be very :-:n 1“\ increased.
Perhaps the advocates for the Merinos will say that T should

have calculated upon these sheep being more than 12 1bs. per

quarter. | must, howey er, request them to consider the ad-
vantages (which 1 1‘:1“‘ on former occasions pointed out)
of preferring animals which attain early maturity, and that L

\

1 3 i

eir €€ slow feeders” to live much more than 2
within which the new Leicesters attain ]h:i‘f-._'c-

1.1 1 M 1 } ~ -
uld the stomachs of our valuable labourers

cannot alloy
}I.".l‘.“‘.‘—"'ﬂ 1!‘2_1

t
L
1

M

tion '-—n-m'

suffer from hunger in waiting thr . --;':‘s:--rlhcnmur;n
'Ii our short-wit t,l.l(_u b t'-!-:j Wel 21y _’ 1| 1€S Cdn l}t-
obtained from the new Leicesters in halt || 1t lm e

I must now conclude, Sir, by s aying that [ have very Hf‘]v
seenn the Spdtﬁw[i ram in the neighbourhood of A'nwick, in
Northumberland, which I am informed was bred by an emi-
nent breeder in the west of England and se lected for the pur-
pose of diffusing the breed in the north.—We may therefore
conclude that he is a pretty good sample of Spanish sheep.

The sightof this animal has confirmed the o P inion I formed
at an early pe ':-:-1; namely, that a breeder who is well ac-
quainted with the South Down san other short-woolled vari-
eties, and with thé writings « f !,-1:'-} Somerville and Mr. Bart-
ley, may form a pre 1i_x-' correct opinion of the Anglo-merinos
without experience in breeding them. I must confess, how-
ever, that this ram is less in size, and worse formed than I
supposed.  He is upwards of two years old, has been kept in
good health, upon plenty of good turnips and' grass, since
November last, when he served only about 40 South Dn'.'»-'n
ewes. Yet I am much mistaken if his weight exceeds 10 or
11 pounds per quarter. If T am wrong let ,-'\E_'.'.L'.-.];a Northum-
briensis, or any of the respectable gentlemen to whom the
ram belones, contradict me. I did not ¢ handle™ him, but
am informed that if he wi his nbs m'--lht be clearly

cen by a person at a great % These particulars will,
1 hn;n‘ induce your impartu ders to couclude that I have
not deprecated the Merino sheep 1 the above calculation.

June 14, 1806. Yours, &ec.
PASTORIUS.

P. S. T am exceedingly obliged to Mr. Wiright for his kind

[ S L ok, SEaiea L4 e h«
and polite 1nvitation. He will readily conccive, | h-:. €, tnat
¢ I{ lLe does not produce a greal deal of ins le f{at, he will not \.'.L-Ji__,-;n

the 1’-\.';__-.1; I have mentioned.
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his accommodations are sufficiently ¢ elegant’ for a man who
very frequently attends flocks and herds on fair Scotia’s verdant
hills and fruitful vallies.

In answer to the remarks of your able and valuable Nor-
folk correspondent, R. W. on the drawing of a Spanish ram,
10 a late Number of your work, [ am ]‘LI’:LlHdEd that when he
15 better acquainted with that iJrcul of sheep, he will think the
form of the animal has been considerably improved by the
engraver,

L T
ON SHEEP.
To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.

QIR, May l,r, 1806

I' is with mucn pleasure that T trace Mr. Bartley’s pen in
1 your last publ lication, not only because I consider ‘his papers
therein as a proof of the i 1m|1ro\1ng state of his health, but be-
cause I never read his L(}T‘Ilmullllﬂlmllb without acquiring an
increase of knowledge in some respect or other, though we
have fought a long and hard battle, and dlﬂLFL{! 1n.1IL1|.1Hv
on the relative merits of the new Leicester and Sp yanish
breeds of sheep. Seeing, by his last letter upon this subject,
that our Lumupumhwa is about to cease, at least till new
facts arise for farther discussion, I must now beg leave to offer
a few parting remarks to the consideration of E.mn numerous
readers.

¢ I have nothing new to advance,” says Mr. Bartley, ¢ nor
hath any thing been advanced by ]’"Lcmrmb in any dww tend-
ing to alter the opinion I have formed, and repeatedly express-
ed that, from equal quantities of food, Merino hhup will pro-
duce more and better wool, and better and more mutton than
Leicester sheep.  On the three first points it is impossible for
mc to entertain a doubt. The relative superiority in weight of
mutton, isa point, it must be granted, which requires the
minutest accuracy of experiment to determine ; and, when so

determined, I am apt to believe that the balance in favor of

either, as to this particular, could be found not vu\ materially
to affect the balance or the U"Lllfl.l[ statement of all the points.”’
D |1]L' ni d\fJLLi]lUI‘I‘- \i! E LE!H;I‘, have I”L!\ ]JIL>~.-LL| upon
me 1n such a manner, that I have not, till this hour, had an
opportunity of making any remarks for you upon Mr. BJTIIL\. s
letiers in your Jast number s and, nuh::.d I scarcely, I fear,
have leisure to fill this sh ort paper, much less to collate his
former erma.,n cations with the above quotation, But if T
am not mist: ken, he now r'[-\.J.*« in adifferent tone, and is less
confident -'_'L". »on former occasions, Formerly, I think, no




1806. ] Gn Sheep. 385

doubts were entertained by bim as to a much greater sproduce
of mutton from Merinos than fromm Leicesters, upon (lclllfl.l
quar ntities of food. WNow, however, his --1.17 110N Tes pec |m<r 111{3
r'mnpu ative produce of tl us' two l ree ds of sheep, the one ex-
tremely hands me, with a ] the distinguishing eriteria of c'iniuk
feeders and decisive proofs of astoni ':.|. I

g progress in pingue-
faction, and the other the worst formed of the sheep species,
seems to be enveloped 1n doubt, or clearly to show that in

his mind the dilference in the quantity of matton is imma-
terial. T have not the least doubt, however, that after he
makes fair and impartial experiments, the envclope will burst
and dissipate his doubts. Then he will clea 11\ perceive the
great superiority of the new Leicesters in the p]-:ch:(:_ of mut-
ton from equal quantities of food, 1 say multon, Sir; for
these sheep are, comparatively, solid masses of flesh unencum-
bered with bone ; while those of the Spanish breed produce
the latter substance in so g great a proportion, that even one of
my opponents, in your Magazine, has denominated them
¢ bags of bones.’ '—The new Leicester p]mhtce vast quantities
of hmn!m‘)‘umf, and less lone in proportion to w eight, or di-
mensions, than any other breed. Their mutton 1s so thick
and substantial as to dety even the ¢“desperate cut’” of a
¢ saucy Norfolcian 377 while the 1‘.r}ur, meagre, flat ribbed,
narrow backed, i\ln']‘ilms, |J|‘<.t’llc{; little but "'h:;'{:'(-f-! ?')fc&e';.af___r,s;’
to gratify the taste of a town’s epicure; whose knife is not,
like that of a Norfolk labourer, wetted for deep catting in sub-
stantial food. If our numerous agricultural labourers, manu-
f;lcluru's, mechanics, &c. were rLULIELl] ta the mu—«qlv of
scraping fn:rm the i’m es the scanty pittance of flesh afforded
by Merino sheep, loud discontent would prevail, and the cry
of dearth, dearth, would be the order of the day. If we could
raise a sufficient \1.1111 » of provisions in the kingd om for the
consumption of m inhabitants, the very extensive diffusion of
the :\lunm breed, which some writers have recommended,
would be more i';l..-.ix"\ defended. But under the present cir-
cumstances of this country, an extension of this naiure to
place them upon our preductive lands, and thus diminish the
number of our own new Leicester sheep, would produce danger-
ous consequences. It would be nothing less, in effect, than ta
provide the finest coals from British wool, for a pe

whose
stomachs could notbe filled with the flesh of purdomesticanimals.

But Mr. Bartey now says, ¢ from the general tenor of my
past communications, it may be be collgeted, I presume, that
1L wWas my chief ob .t.,kT to inculeate the nauonal 1 Impul.rmh of

{0
i
L

gxtien lL ﬂ" the l;ru_-i of Merino 'i}w--:']\. 45 an lnu,ill ¢ resource
for the ~l1[np|\ 1:], our fine cloth manufactures.’
I have already said, Sir, that'l cannot, at present, examine

1
Mr. B’s ¢ past Ulll nupicatlor .a.' But if the above quo-

il
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tavion is perfectly reconcileable with his former statements,
my memory is defective. 1 think these statements will prove
that he formerly contended for a much greater extension of the
Merino breed than seemed necessary for the supply of . our
«¢ fine cloth manufactures” upon their present footmmg. In-
deed, an argument for such an extensive diffusion of his
favorite breed as would supersede the greatest part, if not the
whole of our new Leicester sheep, seems to follow from bis
recently avowed opinion respecting the very superior value of

L=
g =

the wool and niutton of the ¢¢ Merinos from equal quantities
of food,” as well as from what he has repeatedly stated as to
the superiority of these sheep upon the most fertile, may, upon
all sorts of land. Why does he now confine them within such
narrow bounds as merely to supply our manufacturers of su-
perfine cloth with about two milllions of flecces=—the quantity
annually imported from Spain ?—Or why does he not argue
for such an increase of Merinos as would supply wool for a
much greater manufacture of the finest cloth than we have
hitherto pursied ? A change has evidently taken place ; and
if it bas been produced by any thing 1 have advanced, my
object is, in a great measure, gained, Ihave laboured to ob=-
tain more regard for that which fills the hungry stomach, than
for that which would cover an emaciated body with a coat of
supefine cloth. But conceiving that from one to two millions
of sheep of the Merino breed, may be reared in this country
upon pastures which are at present occupied by ournative short-
woolled breeds (many of which are not very productive of
mutton), and consequently without encroaching upon richer
Jands, which are now under our new Leicesters, | agreed with
Mr. Bartley that their ‘ntroduction within such limats, would
probably be advantageous to certain breeders and the nation
at large. And we therefore bring our controversy to an end
with a smaller difference of opinion than that which prevailed
at its commencement, without any concession on any part.—
I never objected to the troduction of Merinos, but when they
were opposed to the most valuable breed which we possess—
the new Leicesters :—a breed which, I hope, 1 have proved to
be superior to the Spanish upon productive lands, both in a
private view as the question relates to the farmer, and in a pub-
lic one as it relates to the community.—On these points, I
think my papers, in various numbers of your valuable miscel-
Janv, contain satisfactory refutations of Mr. Bartley’s argu-
ments, and 1 therefore beg leave to refer to them.
Yours, &ec.
PASTORIUS.

This letir arrived too late for insertion in our Jast number, E.
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ON DIBBLING—THE CONTESTED QUESTIONS OF SMUT IN
WHEAT, WITH AN EXPERIMENT AND RESULT-—RENTS=
MODES OF LIVING“~SPRING ANDAUTUMNAL PLOUGHING
~—SHEEP

To the Editor 0)‘ the ;flr:‘rr,"._'f(('g’m'uf _::[u_';'{ﬂ:r'f.':‘.
Sik,
AM really sorry that your re 4}'!{‘:"11&5)](’ friend, Mr. Wright,

] should have Iu'n himself to the trouble of using any argu-

ments whatever aeainst my remarks relative to the crime of

« Hl'Ll]lll!!ll"l'_‘\.' " bemno facilitated by the |1|.1(_'!i(:r5* of dlhhl]ll_‘.;

(considering the light in which he seems to have viewed them).

He has surely imagined that [ had no objection to the exten-

sion of (ibbling, but its effects in promoting a certaln crime.

He should recollect, however, that 1 had pronouuced 1t bar-

barous management, and much inferior to drilling with ma-

chines. 1If I had not entertained this n]n:]iun,[ certainly
should not have said a word upon its injurious effects in a mo-
ral point of view ; thoush I contend that we should guard
the morals of our labourers, and throw as few temptations in
their way as the nature of our business will admit. Temptation
and ui\p.n:u:ml:-a, are unr!uﬁtlmi;aia’.y increased "F ‘““i‘““j-_i',
and surely it would be doubly wrong in those who coincide 1n
my opinion of its n_-mnp;ll';|11\:<_\ inutility, to pursueit; for they
would not only promote, in others, the commission of a great
crime, but would also subject themselves to the imputation of
folly by preferring the worst of two modes of row culture.
Convince me, Sir, that dibbling is superior to s ywing with
drill machines, and [ shall immediately say that thie nature of
our business—the raising of the greatest |JU-"‘s"Uu quantity of
food, for the good of maukind, m-:lwnrmwiy demands its

[

;u'.uijtir.:n. [ said not a word against employing men and wo=
men together in hoeing, &c. though M. Wright has argued

-

as if I had done so. [ am, he may readily ':lll.}}.lu‘.'-(', satisfied
that we are often obliced so to employ them in earrving on our
business ; and if they will commit sculduttery, let us take care
that the sin be st'lt.l\.' III.IL;L.I-’LDIH‘ to themselves, and that no
part of 1t can be ;'l’l.'l‘l” d to the demerits of the employment.
Let us never so mix them, but when it is necessary, in order
to discharge our duty in raising the greatest possible produce
for the advantage of the human race. Letus not bring them
together to promote any barbarous or injudicious cultivation.
Buat 1| must now remark to vour Lincolnshire triend, that T
merely asserted a fact, namely, that dibbling, by bringing to-
gether sull more young men and women, than other modes
of busbandry, increased a certain crime and also the poor
rates, Wili he deny the probability of the efiects:
Ag. Mag. Vol. 14. 5 G
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I am much obliged to Mr. W. for his information on dib-
bling. I wish he had followed it up by giving some practical
proofs of its uulity in promoting a greater produce than other
metbods, He seems to think that clover lays cannot be
well sown with the diill machine. Some of your Norfolk cor=
respondents, however, if I am not mistaken, can give a dif-
ferent account, and I should be glad if they would do so; for
I sull think dibbling a sort of disgrace to our busbandry.—
What! shall we sull pursue the sawe mode of drilling that
Adam pursued after he wassent lorth from the garden of Eden ;
and thistoo, at a time when we are boasting of our vast im-
provements in the arts, aud, amongst the rest, in mechanics
and agriculture?

I suspect, Sir, that the silence of Agricola Notfolciensis on
the subject of dibbling, may te considered as a proof not only
that he does not approve of it, but that he does not wish to
have it mentioned as any part ot the practice of Norfolk.

I have considered, and, again and agan, almost burst my
very brains, in endeavouring to find the means of under-
standing the arguments, or rather the obscrvations, of Cleri-
ricus et Colonus, p. 229, No. 81. “ How is 1t possible, (be
says) for instance, 10 argue with a man on the subject of
smut, who could write the following sentence without being
aware of its weuk side :”  But, Sir, if the N.E. winds really
caused the smut in the crop from the dressed seed, how did it
happen that they totally mmissed the adjoining piece 2 These
woids in italics, Mr. Editor, are undoubicaly mime; and
from the exordium of Clericus, 1 began 1o be rather uneasy,
wishing that | could erase them from your pages.

From his confident manner, this impression lasted till T ar-
rived at the end ot his epistle, and from thence again at my
own question. Lt was soon, however, entir ly obluerated, and
alter considering, and reconsidering, and straining my brain
several tmes, 1 can see no reason ai all to be asbamed of it.
On thie contrary 1 now repeat it, and request a direct answer
without any soit of evasion or quibbling. I am confident that
ddeas similar to those which induced me to ask the question,
would be entertained by almostevery other practical farmer. A
correspondent of this descripuon (Arator) Las asked nearly
the same quesuon ; and | shall be obliged to Clericus et Cola-
nus to exlnbit 10 your readers s “weak side,” Permitme,
however,to remind hin that he related the « xperiment which
gave rise 1o my question, as an accurate one, | bope he dees
not enterialn so v I'y mi€an an opinion ol the reasoning powers
of practical husbandmen, as to decline gotag farther 1to this
dispute, 10 exert lus abilities in improving then logical fa-
culties,

.
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I must now beg leave to make the following quotation, on
the anthority of Malpighi, from Chambers. [nsects take
particular care to deposit their eggs or seed, in places where
they may have a sufficient incubation, and where the young,
when hatched, may have the benefit of proper food, till they
become wble 1o shift for themselves ; those whose food 1s In
water, lay their eggs in water; those to whom flesh is proper
food, in flesh ; and those to whom fruits, or leaves of vegeta~
bles are food, are accordingly deposited, some in this lruit,
some on that tree, some on one plant, and some on another, but
constantly the same kind in the same plant; as fur others that
require a inore constant and greater degree of warmth, they
are provided for by their parent animal with some place, in or
about other animals: some m the feathers of birds; sone In
the hair of beasts; some in the scales of fishes; some In the
nose, some in the flesh ; nay, some n the bowels and mmost
recesses of man, and other creatures. And as for others to
whowm none of these modes are proper, they make them nests
in perforationsin the earth, in wood, and the like, carrying
in and sealing up, provision that serves both for the pro-
duction of their younz, and for their food when produced.”

¢ It may not ‘be unreasonable or unnatural, then, (says a
respe ctable writer, in a celebrated collection of :a;riurlllural
papers,) 10 suppose some insect may deposit its eggs or seed
on wheat when growing, and that if that egg, eggs, or seed,
be not killed before the corn is buried n toe earth, it may
there, after proper incubation, become an insect, and feed
upon the tender root of the plant; and as I conceive every
corn in an ear of wheat has a capillary wbe, that conveys
food from the root to that particular corn, it that conveyance
be stopt by the 1nsect having njured or wounded the tube;
perhaps the corn, the flour that should be) tor want of proper
food, may corrupt and become a black fetid powder, or what
we larmers call burnts, or buuts, (or smat); orit may not be
unnatural to presume that the leeces, effluvia, respiration, or

rather the expiration ol the sect, may I10 some U easure
taint the juices with which the plant 1s ted, and be a means
of producing™ mn the ears, corns filled with a black rancid

owder, instead of a sweet white flour; on that the miuute
animalcules may insinuate themselves 1nto the tubes of the
plant, and ascend with the food into the husk or bran of the
corn, and not having strength sufficient to break i1, may by
its effavia. &c. or death, occasion the feud smell and dark
colour. Lf part of the tubes only are Fulijlii'rfli by the insect,
part of the corns in Lthe sane year may be burnt, the oluer
part wood, It the stem of a burnt ear be cut just above the

root, it will be found cousiderably harder than that ol asound
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one; probably the juices of the one may be stopt, by the in-
sect having injured the tubes, and continuing to ascend in the
other, may occasion the difference.

“ Impressed with the idea, three years since, that insects are
the cause of smut, I tried the following experiment in the
middle of a twenty acre close; the residue of the said close
was sowed with the same kind of wheat, treated in the same
mode, as number 1 and 2, and equally as clean, and my
crops have been so ever since: my mode of medicating my
wheat is number 2.

“ No. 1, sowed five drills (with Mr. Cooke’s machine), with
wheat treated agreeable to Mr. Middleton’s recipe.

“ No. 2, sowed five drills, with wheat wetted with old urine,
three quarts to a bushel, and turned about with a shovel till
all the urine was imbibed, then plenty of quick lime sifted
over it, and turned over and over with a shovel, and leftin a
heap till next morning.*

““ No. 3, sowed five drills, with wheat steeped two hours in
a strong lye, made of wood-ashes and lime, and laid on the
barn floor to dry.

“ No. 4, sowed five drills, with the same kind of wheat,
dry.

RESULT.
¢ Nos. 1, and 2, scarce a burnt to be found in them.
“ No. 3, about a twentieth part burnt,
No. 4, near a fourth burnt.

““ No. 5, picked ten good corns out of an ear, the remainder
were burnt; planted them in the garden ; six only vegetated,
which produced seventy-two ears, one root of which only was
burnt, consequently the opinion that the good corns in a
burnt ear produce burnts again is fallacious, otherwise the
whole must have been burnt.

““Theabove experiments seem to say that wetting wheat with
old urine, and drying it with lime, is a preventive ; and I con-
ceive that an insect, by depositing its egg, eggs, or seed, on
the corn when growing, is the cause of burnts. Supposing
this to be the case, the wetting the corn with brine, urine, or
strong lye, would of course destroy some of the eggs or seed,
or even an animalcule, and the lime by its corrosive quality
annihilate the remainder ; but should any of the egas, &c. re-
main on the corn animable, there may be here and there a
burnt in the crop. Butif on the other band, the insect should
deposit its egg, eggs, or seed, in the earth, it is possible the

(11

* Lying fo long in this ftate, I have reafon to think, proves injurious in
deftroying the vegetative principle of a part of the feed. Keeping it in this
manner, however, is advantageous in preve nting frnut. I believe it is fre
quently too foon fown after beihg mixed, F, S,

e
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brine, u-lm- and lime, wherewith the corn is as it were
coated when sowed, may be unpleasing to the delicate taste of
the n[l]L. animal, and prevent 1ts ‘.‘.Uundmf! the tubes of the
plant.

“ l‘{e‘-‘.p{j(llllﬂ' J. B——h’s reason given for the « cause, it is
true it is plnlusu[lhu-.rl, and, from common observation only,
I should have concluded it was the true one ; but a too mn-
mate acguaintance with bunts, obliges me to dissent. If the
cause came from the atmosphere, I should think it Hu;_;umr
indeed if ten rows in the middle of a twenty acre close re-
ceived the whole of* the malady, and the other part of
the corn growing on each side none at all®*. Lf nitrous
drops, &c. were the cause, they would be more diffusive, noc
would it be in the power of any nostrum to prevent it, which
experience contradicts.’

“In answer to S——, and “ An improver of nature,” I
must lmrr leave to say, that it lllu former cultivates a p][fL-:-:
of land 1n the bcs[ manner possible, and the latter picks
some wheat from the best ears he can procure , and sows thig
picked wheat ff.rg on his hwhlv cultivated soil, 1 have not a
doubt but the produce will be bunty, and n" wetted with
brine of urine, and well limed, the reverse ; in short, I look

ui.w!! lllllt' to be the "Juh'.-f *;J:r'-",fs"i‘ 1O reiove ll'lr cause O;‘

bunts. As inu.m_' and IImIII" wheat before sown, is univers
...]I.j iiidtllu v, <1llt1 I believe Jjus stly acknowledeed to remove
the cause of bunts, it naturally le: ads to an enquiry of whag
that cause can be, and where lud\__;c..l, that brine and lime
urine and lime, or water and lime, have a power Uf annihi-
Iamn_&;; and I must confess I cannot see a more > probable
cause, than that it is an egg, eggs, or seed, lodged on the
corn by an insect, and if so, the plump corn is as liable to
contain them as the thin, and the well-tilled land to give
them birth, nurture, and maturity, as the bad.

Without entering into an investigation of the merits of
every part of the above extracts, | must now request Clericus
et Colonus to inform your readers how he accounts for the
difference in the crops under the above experiment, and
particularly for the clean produce of No. 2, without imputing
ili__;':".IL' .'.(l\.';.'ul..'_;l.‘m]ﬁ l.'tl- CLs 1o urine and t]Hii'L lme, [ ”]f]:E
also L"uin.,-‘r _'-.'a ur j'z:;i.l.l:t'-'- 10 |J'l\.' [l'i]'IJL'lll'lF' attention to tpe
words ot the author., *f ”{.’ crops (says he) ) have been clean
EVET SINCe: iy mode of medicaling my w vheat is No. ¢.”

-

T'bat modet, Sir, 1 have long pursued myself, with similar

% Thank you, Mr. Author. This i1s an able support of my ideas which
1 to '.l'-1|= stion that Clericus et Colonus has treared 5% COnbempt 12]

ke
le
I beg that your readers, and particularly my oppone

th =k | . el ' ~ = o B $ [
_.]'\ ILI E0is part of the author's epinion, as well as that ol
I

f 1 prefer immersing the wheat 1n the urine,
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success; and T believe almost every accurale practical farmer
in this district will give it equal support.

Asricola Norfolciensis will see by my letter in your last
numsber, that I cannot allow him to impute the superior rents
of land in this disirict, to the expensive habits of our

Seuthern brethren. If he will consider the eeneral extent
] I

of the farms in this part of the kingdom, (from about the
middle of Northumberland to the Firth of Forth) he will
readily perceive his mistake. In this district our capitals are
generally large : many of them sach, that at 5 per cent only,
they would enable their owners to live in the stile of gentle-
men.—Many of our farmers are well educated, and with
large farms and long leases, it will easily be seeu, that they
will not live like tenants at will occupying small rarms, The
latter systems are the bane of your English husbandry. 1f
they .were extended to the north, the large supplies with
which we feed our fellow subjects of the south, would soon
diminish to an alarming degree, to the no small advantage of
cultivators of the nortliern parts of the continent,—1 consider
our very superior rents * as the consequence ot the gchm‘al S(]=
periority ot-our northern managementt.  We have some ad-
vantages, no doubt, in the more simple fare of our lubourers, but
these are overbalanced by their greater money wages; and I
cannot help remarking, that it 1s much better to pay them 1n
money and the necessaries of lite, than in money and large
quantities of ale and other luxuries. The hasty pudding and
milk § which a “Saucy Norfolcian” would view with disdam,
(See Ag. Mag. Norfolciensis, in your 8!st Number) are more
wholesome, and will longer invigorate the labourer, than api-
mal food and ale.—~Our luxurious modes of living, especially
amongst the lower class of Enghshinen, are big with danger
of the most serious kinds.

I must now, Sir, conclude with a few remarks upon the last
communication of Mr. Brightley, and am sony that time will
not permit me to answer his letter on the comparative adyan-
tages of autumnal and spring ploughing.—This correspond-
ent has asserted, that Mr. Bartley has earned the wvictory
over Pastorins in the controversy respecting new Leicester
and Merino sheep. My opinion is very different, and con-
sidering what Mr. Brightly advancded about the middle of
the combat, I really did not expect such an opinion trom
him. But I need not point out to Pastorius any appearance
of inconsistency in his opponents. When there is any, he is
sufficiently sharp-sighted to avail bimself of it. 1 must just

# Compared with those of Nerfolk.
1 At least in Roxburg shiie, Northumberland and Berwickshire.

1 To Breaktast.
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observe, however, thatif Mr. Bartley had merely contended,
like Pastorius and Mr. Brightley, for the substitution of
Merinos for a considerable part of our short woolled sheep,
few would have ventured to dispute the propriety of his con-
duct; but by extending his wings, and attacking the most
valuable breed of sheep in the kingdom, (ithe new Leicesters,)
he has beeen completely defeated. Your'’s, Xe.

June 10, 1800. FARMER SANDY.,

ON MALTHUS's TREATISE, &c. IN ANSWER TO
MR. FAREY.
To the Editor of the dgricultural Magazine.
Sin,
NE of your correspondents, in Number 82, (Mr. John
Farey) from apparently very ingenuous and handsome
motives, notices an observation I lately made, in a Review of
the Herefordshire Report, on the woik of Mr. Malthus on
Population.  Mr. Farey supposes Mr. Malthus unfairly
treated, because a decided character of his work was given
in few words, unattended with analysis, quotation or ﬁnmf':
but he has overlooked a material circumstance of the case,
namely, that the work in question was introduced lm'itit-mu“_','
and with no view to criticism, and that it is usual, and may
be often necessary,simply to characterize a book, as good or
bad. Indeed to treat a book under review, in such mode, can
be allowable only in one case; namely, when it may be
found beneath criticism, The question Mr. Farey prc’w'mly
asks, demonstrates most amply, that he has indeed much to
learn on the subject, which seems so greatly, and so de-
servedly to interest him.

I re peat, that, so far as I am able |Hjllf1_{t", .’fr:"ﬁ't’ﬁugs and
principles of Mr. Malthus’s book are superficiul; nor does
the svsiem ol the woik, or a certain partcular position there-
in, respecting pnpuhﬂmu and supply of food, present ought
of novely, but w superficial readers. The work is doubt-
less ably and plausibly written, a thing the public had every
reason to expect'trom the considerable talenmts of My,
Malthus, but ns partial principles are most dangerous, cal-
culated to foster 1n the minds of the ¢

usses of property er.

roneus notons of their relative siuoan on, and b_\.' N0 Means to
1mprove their sensibility towards their suilering tel'ow men.
‘\ lnat }'Ul} lIJEi.\' [ill!”i, }l.l'. iji[(JrJ of ‘Mr. .[‘“‘_- [alui,ut;,n;ﬂ Lo
to enter into a tull discussion of tue subject of Mr. Malthus’s
treatise I1n youl Maguzine, I cannot exactly teil ; burn my

opinion, your correspondents will prefer topics more imme.
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liately appropriate, and will look to you, rather for practical
essons and faets, than extensive spetuhltmns or indeed any
t-':1in;; of the controversial kind. Those who may stand m
need of infurmation, and who desire to understand, as well
as read, Mr. Malthus’s book, [ counsel, in the first place, to
consult a very able dn'&l_}'ﬂq and investigation of the work,
to be found in one of the numbers of the Critical Review OF
last year; in the next, to read with attention, -Dr. Hall,
the effects of civilization. I feel no difficulty in agreeing iﬁ'tlh
Dir. Hall, as to causes; but great indeed in 1(’::11(1 to bis pro-
posed remedy, in which he appears to e, to have fallen
into an error very common with other men of great talents
and the purest intentions.

Mr. Farey desires of me a proof, that “ fungi are the
eflect and not the cause of mildew.” My proofs are various
and C\Ik-lillt‘ﬂld] but a mere recital of them could be, by
no means, so satisfactory to him, as ocular demonstration of
the fact, very eas 1Iy attainable by any one disposed to take
but a pait of the pains which have been repeatedly taken by

Sir, your humble servant,
AN OccasioNaL REVIEWER,

e R B R e

©N CHEMICAL AGRICULTURE, SMUT AND STEEPS, MOW-~
ING WHEAT, ROWS NORTH AND SOUTH, OX-LABOUR
QUESTION,
To the Lditor of the .-‘fg;'.!'f.‘m?fri?'f.'f Magazine.
SIR, May 24, 1806.

X‘J ITH the most heart-felt pleasure bave I lately beheld
your pages filled with use ful matter from the pens of

TE; 1“}’ l'hu,l'l al agric ulturists. The sub ;&{l'i discussed have
been nnln]l.n i, and many of them hln[ ]\' |L“m¢-~,u|1rr to
myself in particular, considering the share 1 bad in some of
themon fe ||m_1 occasions, more s pecially the Chemico- Agra-
rian matter. 1 assure you, Sir, 1 have lately felt a great in-
clination to putin a word or two, now and then ; but your
intelligent correspondents seemed to be so LLLH]_', engaged,
and your pages so well jfilled, that 1 was apprehensive you
would not be able to spare a corner for any observations from
the pen of so insignificant a correspondent as a Novice. 1
cannot any longer, however, remain silent, and must now
beg o '\uu to {fum: in the Iullu\\'intf remmarks, In some cor-
ner or other, if you pmk'.b!_) can. If you cannot insert them
in your next 11n|:-u~' ion, pray do in some future Number;
and if you cannot insert them at all, let me beg of youn
not to give them to your servants to put backward, to
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the most ignoble purposes, like a certain Editor of a literary
Journal, but commit them to the flames.

[ must first notice the chemical disputes lately brought
forward by some of your correspondents. The long Paper
from the Edinburgh Review, I read with great attention, but,
alas! it proved too far in---too ia.mn('fl---lm me. I was very
little wiser when I was done, than when I begun with it.---
Thus much, however, I have collected from it, combined
with the subsequent remarks of Clericus et Colonus; that
the wooderful matter called carbon, about which some of
your friends have said so much, and about which I have re-
peatedly, and tmlcrm_w,, enquired in vain, is the * fat and
oleaginous qualities” of the food of pld.nlw.«--[uuw though
I am raised a step higher 'in the scale of science, than I was
the last time | \tl]lunl‘(i to write to you, it will be appre-
bended that I am still considerably in the dark. But, Sir,
how is this “ fat and oleaginous quality,” this e:\p!cumtmu of
Clericus et Colonus, to be reconciled to the statements and
remarks of several of your other correspondents relating to
carbon? Conceiving that chemistry is a wonderful science :
and seeing, as | lum; since stated to you, that some chemi-~
cal farmers in my neighbourhood, or not far off, are the best
managers of their lands and manures, I request the attention
of some of your learned friends, to the seeming (IIﬁUUlddIlf‘y
to which I have alluded. And if they will expldm their
terms, and other matters, as they proceed, so as to bring
them within the comprehension of such uf.ldLh as myself, I
shall be highly obliged to them. From what I I.\tcly hean
when I had the honum of a seat In company with some nt
the brethren of Clericus et Colonus, (who cultvate their
glebes with much success), I ain inclined to think that Agri-
cola Norfolciensis is quite rwht as to the useful nature of
chemistry in the descriptions of soils. These learned gentle-
men did not confine themselves to light and strong. They
talked of several sorts of land between these, and used terms
by which they appeared to understand the proportions of sand,
clay, &c. &c. But the devil of the matter is this; that I nei-
ther remember all their terms, nor did I understand them.
They talked, however, about argile, and silex, and calcare-
ous, and many other sorts and mixtures, which, in my hum-
ble opinion, it would be advantageous for practical farmeis
10 know.

But 1 must again observe, that if any of your friends take
up the subject, they should give such full L\[.‘rLll].lIlUl]‘r as are
suited to the capacities and information of farmers, for Ihcy

,u:.u. Just as well write in the language of ancient Babel or of
1g. Mag. Fol, 14. 3 H




———
—

L e T— -
e e ——

e
——

—

200 Mowing Wheut, &e. [June,

the Galmuck Tartars, as in that so commonly used by che-
mical men.

I dare not, Sir, ventare into the dispute respecting the
comparative merits ot our northern and southern farmers.
The stream seems to flow in tavour of the former; notwith=-
standing which, I am rather inclined to think they are, in
some respects, getting exalted rather beyond their deserts.
But as [ am a hall-way man between the north and the sonth,
and not sufficiently skilful for controversial matters, I must,
for the present, hold my tongue, lest | raise Farmer Sandy’s
Scoatch bluid, and feel, severely, the sharp nib of his pen as
he proceeds to the southern counties.

Much ingenions argument has lately appeared in your work
on smut, blight, &c. wheat, but | wish we could obtain
more facts. It is stated in your Namber 81, p. 270, that
Mr. Knisht for many years, steeped his seed in water only,
and vet his corn was al vays as free from smut and mildew as
that of his neichbours.” This does not seem to make against
the practice ot preparing seed-wheat. lIndeed 1t would ap-
pear from an extract with which you favoured your readers,
in the past year, from the publications of Mr. Robert Somer-
ville, that steeping and washing with water, was etther com-

leatly, or very considerably eflicaceous, even when the seed
was blacked. It would have been more satisfactory, to have
seen an accotnt of the results of comparative trials, in Mr.
Kuight's casc; of the produce from washed and unwashed
seed. In the saime page is the following remark : “ When
expedition and great bulk of straw are the objects, we prefer
mowing wheat, cn condition that it be still bound in sheaves.
Expert mowers will, alter the first swathe, very adroitly and
regularly throw the ears of wheat upon the straw.” This, I am
soiry to say, is different from what 1 have observed ; and itis
also different from the statements of your very intelligent
friend, Agricola Norfolciensis. [f the ears could be regularly
laid, as above, the mowing of wheat would be practised very
extensively; and it is a misfortane that they cannot; for cer-
tainly mowing is the most cheap and expeditious mode of
harvesting wheat, besides the great advantages of gaining
more straw than in the common way. 1 should be glad if
any of your experienced readers in the west ol England, or
any other part, would address you vpon this subjeet, and de=
scribe the scythes, manner of mowing, &c. by which the
wheat can be so regularly laid, as is above mentioned ; not
omitting the expence compared with common reaping with
the sickle.

At page 275 of the same Number, the writer, in mention=
ing orchards, trees, &c.-says, the rows should extend from
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north to south, as in that direction, each part of every tree
will receive the most equal portions of light and b at.” Quere,
have any of your corre spondents pursued this mode of dnlling
corn, turnips, &e. and are they satished that advantages re-
sult from it?

In the following page, something is advanced upon the
long controverted question, of the comparative advantages of
horses and oxen for draught. The preference Is given 'n_\_.’_llle
writer, who quotes Mr. Lawrence 1n support of his opinion,
to the latter animals. And then your reviewer follows 1t up
by saving, “ beyond this we are induced to judge by experi-
ence, that four Herefordshire oxen, well fed, wilt do asmych
labour at plough, as ulu_:,r_fimr horses in Ling land or in Europe,
are accustomed. to do.” This wasthe subject of conversation, a
few days since, between a traveller, at an lnn, and mysell.
I was agaiust oxen. I stated the additional quantity of work
done here by Horses; that oxen are laid aside in Yorkshire;
and in a particular manner, 1 held firmly by the communica~
tions of your Norfolk friends,respecting the ploughing of two
acres per day, with a two-horse plough, without a driver.
The traveller admitted that that quantity of land was frequent-
ly ploughed in Norfolk, in a day, with one plough and one
man : but that two fresh horses were used in each half d;t}’,
which, in fact, was taking tour horses for the work. Lt this

o
a
is the case, the :-:;i}}:":u' of Farmer h.mch‘ will cease. | can-
not determine this matter, but am inclined to think the tra-
veller had been ill-informed. 1 should be glad if some of
your Norfolk correspondents would put a finishing hand to
iL.

Oxen seem to be your favourite animals, Mr. Editor ; but
as 1 am ol opinion that horses are more profitable in the la-
bours of a farm, 1 must solicit your pardon for saying, that |
think your correspondent Agricola Northumbriensis, has high-
ly the advantage of you, upon this important subject. Nay, I
hope you will excuse me for saying still more. Y ours 1s mere=»
1y opinion, unaccompanied by either facts or arguinents, while
his statements in favour of horses, are fully supported by a
great deal of both. These statements 1 have lately examined,
in consequence of some assertions that have appeared in your
publication, as well as of some arguments | have lately heard
on this question ; and am strongly of opinion that it is no casy
task to refute them. But as I am anxious for further infor-
mation, I should be glud to see upon what your opinion 13
fouuded, and how you support your assertions,

Your’s, &c.

A NOVICEL,
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ON THE DISEASES OF SHEEP, SCAB, RUBBERS,
FOOT-ROT, MEGRIM, &e.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.
SiR,

N the subject of diseases, whether animal or human, I
O am very much of the opinion of the author of the Ge-
neral Treatise on Cattle; namely, that little good can be ex-
pected from either the speculation, or the practice of such
people as are not of the medical profession ; and that where
fecourse cannot be bad to regular Veterinary practitioners,
our diseased cattle and sheep must even take their old
chance, which according to my experience, has indeed been
generally a poor and forlorn one. As to the prescriptions
and practice of cow-doctors and farriers, the case ever has
been, and siill is, heads or tails, kill or cure; and to set the
affair in its most favourable light, is, when we may rationally
hope, if these learned doctors fail to do good, that they will
not do harm ; by the bye, an expectation seldom quite ra-
tional, There is, however, one great certainty, that their time,
labour and hodge-podges, notwithstandng all those may be
grievously misapplied, must be paid for. In the name of all
that 1s in the least degree allied to common sense, how could
our sober and sedate fore-fathers, and how can we, their hope-
ful children, possibly expect, since miracles are acknowledged
not to be a modern growth, that ignorant and illiterate me-
chanics should be able to acquire a knowledge of medicine 7—
and even the most difficult branch of it, animal medicine,
far more difficult than the human, in as much, as that the
brute is ever nnable to tell his tale, or to afford the least as-
sistance towards the developement of the cause of his dis-
ease. In almost every case of public grievance, the fault
subsists in the public neglect : thus we have ever encouraged
the set of men, of whom we speak, and enabled them, as well
as other fortune-tellers and Jugglers, to earn a livelihood by
the practice of imposture.

The keepers of cattle may however, by the early and con-
stant exercise of their powers and opportunities of observa-
tions, sometimes discover the causes of unfavourable change
and of sickness, which is a most material step towards the
discovery also of the proper remedy ; for the grand oppro-
brium here, and in divers other cases, Is groping in the dark,
and taking things on trust,  For example, eruptions on the
skins of sheep, are Irequentiy caused by exposure to a severe
and unchangeable atmosphere, and by low keep, alias starva-
tion. Now it often appears, that a man overlooking the ori-
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ginal causes of his misfortune, will be daubing and anointing
his sheep, still kept under the influence of these causes, te
no manner of purpose, excepting that of busily employing him-
self in mischief. I cannot better illustrate my meaning in this
place, than by a reference to one of your best practical cor-
respondents, John A——. In your last Number, p. 287, he
describes a case of rubbers in his sheep, one patient under
which he very rationally kept three weeks in a warm house,
but without trying any experiments. At the end of this pe-
riod, ¢ the pelt appeared to be moister, the young wool grow-
ing, and the small dry scabs which were upon its back, when
put into the house, had disappeared.” A little pollard, bran,
or barley meal, with as much salt as the sheep would eat,
would doubtless have hastened and ascertained the cure.
This gentleman, it seems, was disappointed at not finding a
maggot in the brain of one of the sheep which be killed, an
expectation however, into which he was misled by those who
had confounded the disease with another species. In fact,
the rubbers is often confounded with the megrim or gid, be-
cause, perhaps, sheep in this last disease are often seen rubbing
their hieads : but that malady generally knewn in Norfolk and
Suffolk by the name of rubbers, is merely an eruption on the
skin, a varlety, I suppose, of the scab or mange, originating
in some of the same causes, and curable by remedies of ibe
same kind. As to megrem, or giddy diseases, or bladder in
the head, it generally arises from dropsy of the brain, and the
author above-mentioned, judges that it is often occasioned by
cold, caught whilst the animal 1s young. Your (‘tai‘l'eri:unri:
ent very rationally attributes this eruption on his sheep to the
wet and cold seasons, of which we have had a succession of
late years; but as to its originating I breeding from the
same stock, I trust he pays no regard to such an antiquated
and groundless notion. A man might doubtless breed from
the same stock to the end of time, with success, granting
they were originally good, and that he acted with _ju}lgm(:ur.
As to the foot-rot, it 1s occasioned by the feet remaining too
much in the wet or dirt, and heavy sheep are ever most liable.
A good straw-yard is the best preventive, and the common
method of cure given by Mr. Carpenter, in one of your late
Numbers, is generally successful, if the sheep’s feet in the
mean time be kept dry.
I am, Sir,
Y our humble servant,

Surry Hills, e X
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LOSS OF LAMBS.
To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.
Bir,
TA CCORDING to the public Papers, Mr. Nathaniel

Clarke, of Bisbrooke, near Uppingham, in Rutland-
shire, ].‘iEE’J_\ lost Ilill{'l_y—mne Jambs, through injuitously dress-
mng his ewes with scab ointment, As | once lost some lambs
In an unaccountable way, I have now reason to suspect it
might have been from a cause similar to the above, and
should think myself obliged to My. Clarke, or any farmer of
his neighbourbood, 1o describe, through the channel of your
Maguazine, the kind of ointment made use of, how applied,
and 1n what manner the lambs were aliected; how long be-
fore they were carried off, and in gtnt'ral, as many circum-
stances as possible. :

I am, Sir,
Your’s, &c.
South Downs, Susser. S. W,

‘—"__‘""‘"tmumm
NORTHUMBERLAND AGRICULTURAL REPORT.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.
Sir, June 106, 1806.

YHE frosts and snows of March having been succeeded

by ungeaial weather, almost the whole of our seed oats
and bailey were committed to the grouud rather late in the
season. Of course our crops, upon wmost of the strong and
wet soils of this district, are not so forward as usual ; and
upon a great part of the laiter, their present state is not pros
pitious ta the views of the husbandman.—The wet and cold
spring destroyed a very considerable part of the wheat plants;
but though our crops of that sort of grain are generally thin,
their growth has lately been vigorous, with a good colour, the
weather in the present and much of the past month, having
been generally dry and warm. Some fertilising rains have
also improved our crops, which, upon the dry and light lands,
are almost universally luxuriant.

Our crops of artificial grasses are, upen the whole, but in-
different.—The turuip fallows have been weli prepared, about
one half of which are already sown under the most promising
circumstances : dung, from the luxariance of last year’s crops,
if a plentiful article, and we may reasonably expect an abun-
dant turnip crop.

Almost ever since the appearance of war with Prussia, our
corn markets have been in a fluctuating state.~At present
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wheats are worth about nine shillings and i]_\'pr.?t‘i(‘-.‘ tn ten

shillings, and some very fine samples, ten shillings and three-
pence ; barley, four shiliines ; pease, four shillings and six-
pence to five shillings; and oats, three shillinzs -_lutl four=
pence to three shillings and eightpence, per Winchester
bushel. Very considerable quantities of corn are sull in the
stack-yards.

The demand for grazing stock has been great, and the
yrices higher than those obtained in the spring of last year.
The markets for fat stock have also been brisk in the past and
present mouth ; and cattle are now readily sold at seven shil-
lings and ninepence to eight shillings, and some at eight shil-
lings and threepence; sheep (wanung the fleece) at eight
shillings and sixpenee to eight shillings and mnepence; and
lambs at eight shilhings and mnepence to nine shillings and
fourpence, per stone of fourteen pounds, sinking the offal.
The demand for draught horses has lately been very great;
and those which are young and good, have been sold at from
thirty-five to forty guineas, and some as high as forty-five to
fifty pounds. The price of labour, in the last ‘'spring, In-
creased about fourteen to seventeen per cent. or more, 1n this
part of the country.

ON RENTS AND COMPARATIVE HUSBANDRY, NORFOLK AN
NORTHUMRBERLAND—COMMUNICATIONS TO THE MAGA~
ZINE.

[ am inclined to think that Agricola Norfolciensis should
attribute the difference of land rents in Northumberland and
Norfolk almost entirely to our superior system of rural eco-
nomy, especially to our rotation of crops and superior breeds
of black cattle and sheep. What he has stated as to the ex=
pensive habits and relative ¢ artificial wants” of the farmers
of these two counties, does not appear to me to be founded
on the most correct information. This, however, i1s a deli-
cate subject, and | leave 1 in the hands of Farmer Sandy,
who has already offered a few remarks, and who will E;;-‘;[;?-...
bly mount his “whiskey,” and, aided by estates and plenty
of port and brandy, drive vigorously through it.

The climate of Norfolk is certainly more favourable than
that of Northumberland.—On the. quality of the land, I
find it more difficult o judge. Each county, no doubt, con-
tains a very great proportion of poor, with a eood deal of

middling, and some rich grounds. Upon the whole I am of
opinion there is not a material difference in this vespect,
i:c,-]]:,[,; it may be in favour ol \.n'lulk, which contains the
greatest proportion of turpip soil—a soil which farmers in
general prefer.
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The question which I lately put to you, Mr. Editor, on the
insertion of politico- ﬂgldr!dl] matter, 1s not correctly gnated
by Agricola Norfolciensis. There is an addition of a little
monua}lhml; *——1 certainly did intend to insinuate that
the remarks of this excellent correspondent confirmed my
opinions relative to the difficulty of filling your pages with
useful matter, without encouraging Po]lllco—f'l'fmrmn discus-
sion. [ per fecl]_y understood what he stated, as Lo extracts
from Lord Dundonald, Dr. D:leon, &ec. Q\,L. On this sub-
ject, 1 have already :,md_. my U[JI[HUH coincides with his.

I am serry to say that your compositor has again committed
some mistakes.—In your last Number there are several errors
in punctuation in my letter. These, however, may have
arisen from the shaking of my own hand. This shaking is
particularly felt when a farmer leaves the plough stilts and
sits down to write. Then, you know, he may easily make a
comma where there should be nothing at all ; a colon for a
period, and a semi-colon instead of a comma. Butif such
errors are made by the writer, it is the duty of your Lompus{-
tor to rectify them, more especially where the mistake is clear
and obvious.

\I} letters, [ know very well, are not so legible as I could
wish, not unlx from that khakmg of the hand which almost
every ploughman feels, especially when he is writing for pub-
Tication, but also from the want of leisure. I am certain,
however, that in writing the letter which you have inserted
in your last Number, I was very pdrllcllldl in writing Mobi-
lity. I am certain that the shaking of my hand dl(l not
make the M an N. Yet the \\md is pr inted “ nobili ity. 4
(See p. 295, line 38, Number 82.)—This is very vexing, for
no man entertains a higher respect for the nobility of this
country, than I do; aunl I have to request, in a most parti-
cular manner, that your compositor may steadily resist the
effects of the Gallic mania which has attempted to convert
mobility inte nobility. At least I shall be “d——d angry,”
it a similar mistake again appears in any of my papers.—
The above letter contains seme more uncorrected errors, par=
wicularly overrated, for exervated nations.

I am, Sir,
Yours, &c.
AGRICOLA NORTHUMBRIENSIS.

® Perhaps a typographical error,
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ON SPRING WHEAT.
TROM DR. DICKSON'S PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE.

“HE Rev. Dr. Pike has stated, upon the conviction of

many !'\'{-:'[’ll!'JL'lJH. that wheat will thrive as well, and
produce as full a crop, if sown in the spring, as if it had been
committed to the ground the autumn before ; and in many
situations he is of opinion (where 1t is subject to much wet
durine the winter) the crop m;] be miuch better in qu-nliw
and more 2bundant in quantity. ¢ 1 have twquﬂml\.' sown,
says he, “ in the spring, both the white and the Kentish red
\'.h;-;gt' sometiines as ].:'.w as !|;t_‘ 1l||(il“£-’ Uf i\lill‘(."l, ilﬂ"l never
had a crop fail that was sown at that time : nor have I ever
found anv rnn-.u']:r ble difference in the times when the au=
tumnal and the ~]1111r_g crops rinened.”

Dr. Wilkinson, of Enfield, an intelligent agricultor, re-
commends the cultivation of spring-wheat, as a species nf
grain which, although sown so late as the 11ith of May,
has found, by experience, to ripen with the autumnal uiw 1{.
He observes that spring-wheat was known to the Romans, as
a ;.?I,p.:Lh distinet from the common wheat, and (:!."'n(‘li}_lf.‘(l as
such by Columella, who conceived it very acceptable to the
farmer, when, on account of floods or rains, or other causes,
he had been !n'l-‘.{-lm_'d from sowing the autumnal kind. And
Mr. Dickson, in his account of the Agriculture of the Anti-
ents, took it for granted that it had never been cultivated in
England, and expressed a wish that the experiment micht be
made. He considers it as well adapted to the wet climate of
Scotland, where, owing to heavy rains, the farmers are fre-
quently restricted in reg: nd to the quantity of wheat that can
be sown. Common wheat, he says, ||..~ been sown in the spring
in Scotland, but has I:u|m rlll\ failed. Bv Lion®us 1t 1s
termed Triticum @stivoum, summer or spring wheat.

It has four flowers in the calyx, three of which mostly bear
gram : the ¢ -1[‘\\t"~ stand pretiy distant from each ulh:_], 9141
both sides of a flat smooth receptacle. The leaves of the
calyx are |-.m;| :;11.1|1£'d smooth, and they terminate with a
short arista, The glumes of the flowers are smooth and be'll').'-
ine, and the outer leat of the glumes in every calyx, is ter-
minated by a long arista ; but the three inner ones are beard-
less. The erain is rather Inn_-:uel and thinner than the common
wheat. It is supposed to be a nauve of some part of Tar-
tary.*

* }“:‘: ant’s Flora Diztetica.

_/,"'-", .i_it"" Il.n" } L

o
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Mr. Ray also, he says, classes it as a distinct species. It
is generally H'F'qnn(t] to have been introduced into this coun-
try about the year 1773, under the name of Siberian wheat,
Switzerland wheat, or bled de Mars. It is, however, men-
tioned by Harrison, an historian in the tme of Elizabeth,
thoueh he says it was known only to few husbandmen.

In Dossie’s Memoirs of Agriculture and other (Economical
Arts, Vol. 111, a detail, the Doctor observes, is given of some
experiments on the cultivation of this wheat, commanicated
by several gentlemen, to the Society of Arts. The observa-
tions there recorded, he says, agree with his own experience.
The latest sown, however, was the latter end of April; the
produce is stated at three and two quarters per acre. The
experiments seemn 1o agree in deciding, that no advantage
was gained by sowing it early. WV heat sown in Apnl ripened
as L""i.“ as what had been sown the beginning of Marceh.
That it does not tiller like common wheat, but shoots up im-
mediately from its first appearance above umund That the
grains are smaller than common wheat; but increase in size
when sown on rich land. That it is liable to the smut. That it
would succeed in the fens and low lands, which are subject
to winter-floods. That it would be worth trying in the moun-
tainous parts of Derbyshire, Yorkshire, &c. where little er
no wheat is sown, the situation being too cold for wheat sown
in the autumn to stand the severity of winter, frosts, and
rain, without perishing. ln the first volume of the Transac-
tions of the Society of Arts, Sir Wm. Fordyce, he remarks,
gives an account of ap uplnmcm on spring or Siberian
wheat, in which two bushels of wheat produced two quarters
of grain. It was sown the beginning of April, after turnips,
d'[‘ld was found to prove an c:\cditm nurse of clover and rye-
grass, sown at the same ume, The turpips had been drawn,
and not fed off by sheep. The soil a mixture of gravel and
clay. Andin the Aunals of 1"‘.rr|'ic11il*||'t‘ Vol. VI1I. and X.
some important experiments on spring wheat are recorded by
Mr. Ruggles, of Clare. Seed two and three bushels per
acre; the produce from two to three quarters. Time of sew-
e the énd of March. Mr. Ruggles observes, that this
wheat is apt to receive injury from frost and dry weather
That it requires a dry mounidy soil; if moist, so much the
better; but he does not conceive the crop equal to spring
corn, unless the price of wheat shounld exceed the average
dilerence between that grain and barley, or when, from an
uncommon quantity of rain in autumn, the wet l'm[lw may not
have been sown. The weight sixty-three pounds and a qti.lr-

rer each bushel, et '_r.'..::u'.;.-f- eight gallons three piuts. Mr.
1) ! ¢l B P

e Doctor says, has ¢ ultivated s; pring-wheat on a
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laree scale. He drills two bushels per acre, about the middle
of March. He has grown it on the same land for three years
successively.  He has reaped this wheat on the 25th ol July,
Marshall, o his Survey of the Midland Counties, remarks,
that spring-wheat Is cultivated and approved of 1n that dis=

gol 10 turnips, and then wheat again 1n spring. And Mr.

trict. It was likewise stated in the General Evening Post, of
November 1.th, 1800, that in an account ol an experiment
made that vear on the genuine spring-wheat:—A person at
l.;llrl._'.t‘l!ﬂl."lil, sowed ten acres with the above wheat, on the
2cth and 50th of Apnl, which |1|||:IU|_‘t'c| on the average more
than twentv-one threaves, common-sized sheal, per acre;
anda, from a wial made of I1s ]J.-J.:U{'L‘. }'i{‘|(JL‘(1 more than
SIXTY quarts ol fine wheat per threave. Seven acres was a
two year old clover-ley, cold ¢lay land, |:'.-_;::-_{i1='d more than
seven months before sowing,  Four acres of the above seven,
were manured with four hundred bushels of lune belore sow=
ing. the other three with one hundred bushels of soot SIX
weeks alter. The remaining three acres were sown on rathet
ieht land after turnips. The whole sown on one ploughing,
and housed early 10 D 1r'.d.'-|;|il_'J'.

The result of the Doctor’s extensive experience on the cul-
tivation ol spring vheal, 15 as lollows ;—1. That it isa dis-
tinct species of wheat, as observed by Colamella, Linnzeus,
and ay. He has sown it 1o spring, at the same time, and
in the sa e held, with common wheat, The common wheat
failled, while the spricg-wheat rose to a crop. 2dly, That
being liable to be hurt by the trost, no advantage 1s g;mled
by early sowing. That though the proper season may be
about the middle ol April, yet it may be sown so late as the
15th of May, as he toun | by experience last year, when, not-
withstanding the unfavourable season, it ripened before bar-
ley sown at the same tune, and oo the same field, and was
cut on the 20th of September, imnediately after the autumn~
sown wheat; the crop two quarters per acre. 3dly, That
about two bushels may be the proper quantity ol seed per
acre ; when dnlled, less; his bas been sown vroad-cast. That
the average i:rur!m,‘:’ uiay be aboul two quarters per acre, un=
less when sown after turnips ted off ny sheep, when he has
ganed three quarters per acre.  4ibly, That the average
value may be about one shilling less per bushel than the com-
maon wheat, He sold tins yvear the spring-wileat at ten shil-
1111;,’ while eleven shullings was given for the common sort,
sthly, That being a smaller grain than the common wheat,
it ripensearlier and with less sun: in a wet harvest, therefore,
it dries sooner for grinding, as he experienced last year. That
1t receilves but little njury from a wel summer and autumn,
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but will ripen earlier than barley in such a season. And,
Gihly, That when harrowed in on autumn-sown wheet, in
places where the crop has failed, it will vipen at the same
time without injuring the sample; which would not be the
case with either barley or oats. It may therefore, he thinks,
on a large farm, deserve the attention of the husbandman,
and be worth his while always to cultivaie a smali quantity,
as the best means of restoring a thin wheat crop. Magazan
beans, when dibbled in, will answer the same puipose, but
perhaps not equally well, as they may be longer in drying
than the wheat.*

But though Dr. Wilkinson recommends the Triticum
astinum as best adapted for spring culiure, Dr. Pike thinks
that in some northern parts of the island, where the com non
wheat 1s generally found to fail when sowrn 11 spring, 1t may
probably be so: but continues his asserion that he has re-
peatedly sown both the common red or Kenvsh wheat, and
the white, in the spring, and had excellent crops. I, Pike
bas not, however, mentioned the nature ol 1ns 1and.

The former of the above wiiters hus likewise given some
useful observatiens, the result of his cwn X perience, on the
nature and cultivation of another kind ol wheat, usua'ly known
by the title of Egyptian or Prolific wheat, though htile at-
tended to by writers on husbaudiy. He found the firsi year,
on three acres of moist loam, which had been previously fal-
lowed, that nine bushels of seed produced nine quarters of
wheat,  In the same field, after a similar prepaiation, the
same proportion of white wheat, sown at the same time, pro-
duced three quarters four bushels per acre. ln both cascs the
fallow was dressed with about one hundred bushels of lime per
acre, at seven-pence per bushel deliverea.  Four bushels of
the Egyptian wheat, though weighing lour pounds more than
the same quantity of white w i.ear, yet praduced twelve pounds
less of flour, the bran being coarser and heavier,

After the month of May the growth was more rapid than
that of common wheat; on which account, he should suppuse
it might be sown with advautage in sping. The ensuing
spring will present a fair opportunity for the trial. The straw
so nearly resembles a reed, ihat it has been called reed wheat.
Being heavy and tough, 1tis cut with ditlicalty; on which
account the reapers require an extraordinary price. ltisex-
cellent for thatching, and he has employed it for this purpose
on a large hay-barn. The trusses, on account of their w eight,
would appear so small, that the straw would not be saleable
in the London market, The ears are bearded like the cong

¥ Monthly Magazine, Vol. IX. p. 244,
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wheat, but in shape resemble the square wheat or rivet. The
lensth of the straw and weight of the ear make it liable to
le}l{t_"(_‘. 3

“ On exposing it to sale, he found the millers not inclined
to purchase it. They complain that it is of too horny a na-
ture ; that it grinds hard, and obliges them to set their stones
100 close. The flour is coarser and darker than that of the
common waeat. A miller who purchased some was charged
by bhis customers with grinding rivets. Great part of the crop
sold at a price but little above that of good barley. Asthe
crop, though apparently thin on the ground, had vielded
three quarters per acre, he entertained hopes that the cul-
tivation mieht answer even at the price of barley,—it on
lighter land, and a warmer soil, he could secure a larger
produce. With this view, therefore, the following year, he
sowed on a lizhter loam two acres with this wheat, and the
remaining six acres of the tield with the common red wheat:
the whole on a clover ley. The produce of the red wheat
waus three quarters per acre, butof the Egyptian not above two
quaiters per acre ; and he found great ditbeulty in disposing
of it even at the price of barley. He concludes, therefore,
that this wheat will not answer 1 this country, where wheat
of a superior quality can be cultivated to advantage, unless
it can be introdaced as a spring corn. He has since met with
an account of this grain having been sown in the spring, as
T-L._:_\-i_‘:;.m or Siberian barley, under which name 1t was intro-
duced into this country in the year 1767.

The Rev. Dr. Pike has sown it as spring corn in the middle
of April, and bas had above tour quarters per acre. It was
on very good land, and kept pertectly clean from weeds. Ifit
be truly a pative of Egypt, he should have judged, that a
Jight but very rich soil inight have been most proper for it :
nevertheless, he thinks we bas found, that (like El!*:;!inll rivets)
strone land suits it best. It gives a very bold, plump, sound
grain, of a good colour. He cannot think that it 1s the same
as the Siberian wheat (or barley, as some have called it). The
araips do pot answer the description which some authors give
of that species. That was, he says, introduced into this country
about the vear which Dr. Wilkimson mentions; but this was
known here at least above one hundred and twenty years be-
fore; for he has found a short descripuon, and a tolerably
good figure, ol itin Parkinson, page 1120, under the name
of Trilicum ;..-.';ef(f'lu-"h'd- _\-‘,-u”'-_ in the heure, Its very remaik-
able disunction from all other sorts 1s well expressed, by a

ser of short ears erowing out of the sides of the ctuetl

nuilu
ears. He calls it in English double-eared wheat, and says
toat it grows about Lyons in Frauce,
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ON DISCOLOURED BARLEY AS SEED.

FROM DMH. DICKSON’S PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE.

N opposition to an opinion stated by Mr. Kerrich, that

“ out of a coo of discoloured %'-'ti-}.'. more thin two
bushels will not in mostinstances, work on the maltine floor
and that he is of opinion, it cannot be relied vpon for seed,
““ as the seeds do not vegetate better in the u:mm.f than the :,v
do upon the floor :” an intellige Ll Norfolk tarmer, determined
to try the vegetative powers of bar ley in cifferent tints of dis-
coloration; and found, as be expected, that the mere cir-
comstance of discoloration, had nothing to do with the pro-
cess of germination when the seed is committed to the ground,
If the corculum, the speck I.)i' *.'iru!'nj., be not injured. the
seed, he believes, will invari germinate : the cotyledons
are merely organs of nutrition, wh
ceous matter of which they are composed, to the infant E‘fu i
if the nutritious substance be :...HL..H'". communicated, which
we suppose to be the case when the cu:_\ltLhJ:l.ﬁ are large,
plomp, and firm, the plant, it is obvious, will thiive better
and more rn-;t'.ly, than when the cotyledons, shrunk and
shrivelled, distribute a parsimonious mucil: ige.  Still, how-
ever, the deficiency of natural nourishment in this latter case
may, be is persuaded, be in a great measure supplied by im-
parting an additional fec lll](ll]’j to the soil. He selected from
a heap of barley, which lay in his barn, twenty kernels, the
most ll‘l‘.'i and tl'r. hi

re which he could find ; this was during
the severest part -al".‘..r.'.L-.':'. He 'II wnted them 1n some \uy
rich mould, and kept the pot in his study ; where everv one
of them germinated, tardily indeed at first, but the radical
fibres soon spread, and the plants grew lux u;:-u-li\- In his

garden he alterwards planted some of the blackest barley iu:
CDU.L' finc ], i !:l]',ft propor .|UII of which ¢ orew, and was ]]t.UU ¥
the corculum of sume few kernels had been us]uzui 1m~mpl}r
rotted by excessive rains, and those kernels made no effort to
g':rmlu.ltc.

In contradiction of the second position, he picked from the
floor of a neighbouring maltster sixty kernels of barley, which
h.n’lll”‘ been in the l!(‘.:i (as he was assured |'} him) {or nine-
teen dclv“ had refused to malt. He told ium, p--lh.un truly,
that llime kernels would certainly not vege tate, however I(mg
they remained on his floor. He planted them in his garden :
and out of sixty, forty-five grew as rapidly and vigorously as
he ever saw hluit‘y in his Life. In short, it is evident that
warmth and moisture, however essentiul to germination, aré
not of themselves safficient to induce it. s it not probable,

gh L{\il?t} the oily farina-
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the corculum of these kernels

which refused to eerminate on the floor, was stimulated into

action by the lareer proportion of oxveen which the mould
of the gurden contained 7 If so, and the fact 1s verv easily
iscertaiped, | maltster is not so much at the mercy of the

seasons as Mr. Kerrich would lead us to imagine : he may
rely contrive o mmpart a }-w.ri-m'u of oxyeen to liis malt-heap
WIlhoUt mu aicuity,

and without much expence.
i

3 - _ 2™
Encouraged by the success of his little experiments on the

arowth of dis oloured barlev. he sold his brightest corn, and
trusted his whole ¢ rop to the most ordinary and the darkest
seed he hiad. And the present appearance of his ¢rop, eon-
dstine of more than forty acres, ¢ s him reason to expect an
' nt produce. A\ lthoueh barley will erow in the ground
alter havine received considerable discoloration, nay alter an
incipient germi n n place in the earas it has lain
n the eround, vet 1t « Iy mav be so l-_'l_;lll'f_':[ as to be

arees, Ltherefore, with Mr, Ker-
rich, 10 earnestly recommending Lo those, who at any future

e L [~ - . !
very ansale lor seed.

ason may be Iiu«[!u-'\_:i to sow dark barley, “ first to try a
amall quantity of what they may reserve for seed, that they

w ascertain whether it will grow or not, belore they sow

L

vl 1 : »
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ENUMERATION OF PATENTS LATELY ENROLLED.

March 8, ¥ ):‘1'111{(-?{ WHYTOCK, of Liverpeol, in the

1800. county ol Lancaster, Merchant; for an im-
provement in the manufacture of piece goods, composed of
cotton, of flax, or of hemp, or of any mixture or mix-
tures of two or more of these articles, by which such goods
will resist the rotting action of wet or moisture much better

than similar fabrics manufactured by the methods 1n conrmon

USCs
_John Curr, of Sheflield Park, in the parish of
Sheffield, in ithe county ol York, eentleman, for a method,
different from any that has hitherto been invented or known,
of spinning hemp for making of ropes or cordage.
. I s S o
...... e Richard VYilicox, ol b parish of St. Mary,

Lambeth, in the county of Surrey, merchant; Jlor certain

" ! ! 2 A hhar n S O y e
machiery for glazinge and glaildiig J1CAtiitl, now usually per-
o o o
P FRg RS
f-.li.t’l! by hand.
1 N armmniar: Bie 1 Tanlcnt e ) s
2. Hdward Lram ., dward Jackson, and J atnes
"
ol i Erin - y 1N 1 i i London, manu
u { cerlaln mead v tor ra ] ratingy or re
' . ] :
[} | i
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other substances, for the use of dyers and others, as are not
easily to be pulverized by mere percussion.

Mawch 13. Michael Logan, of Paradise-street, in the parish
of Rotherhithe, in the county of Surrey, engineer, for an
entire new sysiem of marine, fort, and field artillery,

LR Tl 13. Charles Robert West, of Plough-court, Fetter-
lane, in the city of London, optician, and William Bue s
of King’s Head-court, Shoe-lave, in the city of London,
Optical Turner; for improvements in day or night Tele-
scopes, whereby the same will be rendered more portable
than they now are.

veeveneens 21, Henry Gove Clongh, of Norton-street, in the
parish of St. Mary-le-bone, in the county of Middlesex, Sur-
geon; for improvements in the instruments or apparatus com-
monly called trusses, which are used for compressing and
supporting such parts of the huwan frame as are or may be
ruptured or disposed to protrude. .

wees seevwne Erancis Piace, of Charing-cross, in the parish
of St. Martin in the Fields, in the county of Middlesex, Tay-
lor and Mercer; for improvements in locks for M uskets, pis-
tols, fowling pieces, carriage guns, and every species of fire
arms.

ot e Richard Ottley, of Myrtle-hill, near Carmar«
then, in Carmarthenshire, €sq. and James Jeans, of Ports=
mouth, in the county of Hants, ship builder; for improve-
ments in i:h:!iu-];l!m;w._, in the mode of working the same,
and in the wells for receiving such pumps; whereby much
manual labour will be saved.

ceneenenenee 20, Joseph Hinchliffe, of Dumfries, in that part of
the united kingdom called Scotland, cutler and surgeon’s in-
strument-maker; for a method of manufacturing elastic
spring trusses for ruptures or rupture bandages.

b e 26. Bracey Clark, of Giltspur-street, in the city of
London, Veterinary Surgeon ; for improvements upon horse-
shoes.

coverensensns Quinting M¢Adam, of Anderston, near the city
of Glasgow, in the county of Lanark, in that part of the
united kingdom called Scotland, manufactarer; tor an im-
proved method of dressing yarns for weaving, by means of a
new and useful machine.

seesvsnnee. William Pary, of Bermondsey New-road, in the
county of Surrey, centleman, Richard Bevington, of Graces
church-street, in the ity of London, merchant, and Samuel
Be\'ingtun, of Grange-road Bermondsey, in the said county
of Surrey, leather-dresser; for a machine for splitting hides,
skins, pelts, or leather, in an improved manier.
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CRITICAL CATALOGUE.

A General View qff:"r Agri chfm; of EasT LoTHIAN : drawn up
for the confideration w‘ the Board of Agriculture and Internal Im
provement, Srom the "Papers of the Jate ROBERT SOMERVILLE,
Esq. Surgeon, in Haddir ngton. ---Nichol and Co,

[ Continued from our last. ]
' I HE best roTaTioxs in the district are said to be thofe of al-

ternate green and white crops, with fome c‘(cepuons of a fuc-
ceffion of two white corn crops, on dry loams. Under the drill cul-
ture indeed, fuch exceptions, and many others, would have no ill ef-
fects; in the Lothians it must be bafl practice.
WEEDING.

¢ This operation is of so much importance, in agriculture, that it
well deferves to be treated as a feparate branch of improvement ;
at the same time, it is fo much attended to in East Lothian, as to
merit particular notice in a furvey of that county. The clearing of
the lands from weeds is fo effential to good husbandry, that, if it be
neglected, we may fafely pronounce it impoffible to carry on any
other operation to advantage. The farmer who does not clean his
land can never reap good crops from it, never fo good, at leaft, as
he might obtain. He may beftow plenty of manure, and he may
reduce his ground to afine mould, in order that his plants may rea-
dily extend their rosts in fearch of the nourifhment which he pro-
vides for them, but every weed left in the foil muft take fo much
from the artificial plants which it is his object to rear. The na-
tural inhabitants of the foil will have the full fhare of every benefit
beftowed, if the ftrangers placed among them fhould ftarve. The
manure beftowed, in fuch circumitances, may be reguarded as in a
great measure thrown away; one half of it would unqueftionably
p:u\.'ue greater effect if en_m:,ui exclufively by the ufeful plants.—
In truth, it not unfrequently happens, that very rich fields, oyer-
run with weeds, yield much worse crops than others of a far inferior
quality, which are kept clean.

‘¢ There are fome weeds, no doubt, in every field ; in fome fields

hey are extremely numerous ; now, if for each weed of a consider-
able fize, a ftalk of corn would grow, how greatly would the fertili-
ty of any spot be increafed by bcmq rendered pc;teuly clean !—
Every weed that is removed leaves room either for an additional
ftalk of corn, or for thofe which grow to be more productive. The
very firlt object of the farmer then, thould be to deitroy every weed
to the utmoft of his power, and, in proportion as he renders his
land clean, he may infure himﬁ‘f[h't his crops will receive the
full benefit of all his labour and of all his manure.’

OBSTACLES TO IMPROVEMENT.

Fhe fentiments of Mr. Somerville, on the fubject of covenants,

are fo liberal and judicious, that we cannot refift the temptation,

1g. Mag. Vol, 14. 3 K
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much as we have already extended this article, of quoting them
fomewhat at large.

““ In~the best improved distriéts fome improper practices may be
fuppofed ftill to remain, and fome prejudices to be entertained
againft things, which more mature experience shall prove to be
beneficial, |here are difadvantages ot soil and climate too, from
which few places are entirely exempted, and for which human in-
duftry cannot provide a perfect cure. Man is not anfwerable for
the obftacles which nature has oppofed to his exertions; but, in as
far as his progrefs is impeded by his own prejudices and by cuftoms,
which he has eftablifhed, he deferves to be condemned even for
wanr of {fuccefs. There are perhaps fewer aruificial obftacles to im-
provement in this country than in moft others, and thole which do
exift, are neither peculiar toit, nor retained fo much, it is probable,
through obitinacy, as through inattention to their effects. The
mutualinterest between landlofd and tenant seems, upon the whole,
to be sufficiently unde:ltood, and the connexion between them re-
gulated on fair and liberal principles. There are ftill fome things,
however, which may be faid to fhackle the husbandman in his ex-
ertions, and confequently to impede the progrefs of improvement.

‘¢ [t may be laid down as a firft principle, that whatever deters
the tenant fiom laying out his capital on the ground. operates as
an obftacle to the improvement of the foil. ‘I he merchant and ma-
nufacturer lay out their capital without hefitation, becaufe it is lia-
ble tomoother risk than what refults from the ordinary hazard of
trade; and it is this freedom, which caufes trade to flourifh. If the
cultivator of the foil had no other danger to apprehend except that
which refults trom bad feafons, he would lay out his moncy with
equal confidence ; but if he labour under disadvantages peculiar to
himself, they cught certainly to be removed, in order that he may
be placed on an equal tooting with other traders, and be equally
succelsful, Farmers are not here, and perhaps no where in Britain,
placed en that equal footing with other traders, which the interefts
of agriculture require.

““ One of the firit and greateft obftacles to agriculrure in this
county 1s, that the farmer has no power to, di posc of his leafe. It
1s underitood, that by the common law of Scotland he has not the li-
berty of reletting, unlefs it be expressly fecured to him in the deed,
under which he poflefles.  On abftra¢t principles, nothing appears
more abfurd or unjuit; the thop-keeper may let his fhop, deliver
over his goods to his {uccefsor, and take a fum of money for giving
up an eftablilhed bufinefs. On what principle ought the farmer to
be prohibited irom transferr ng his eftabiihed bufinef: to another,

a valuable confideration ? Why fhould he not relet his farm, fell
itock, it he pleafe, and put another in pofleffion of that trade,
from which he choofes to retire ? By every rule of fair reafoning, the
cultivator leems el ¢d to the fame power over his trade zs the
ttacturer. It fomedames hap
- juft in theory, would be unfafe in practice. Let 't be
conindered, then, whe. her the interel of agriculture be injured in

merchant and mai

ens, however, that

what. apn




1806.] Critical Catalogue. 413

£2&, as it feems to be, in theory, by not placing the farmer’s leafe
on fthe fame focting with any part of his property. There are
three very fuppos: \ble cafes, in which it would be clearly forthe in-
tereft of the *armers that leafes were fubje& to the same laws as
other property : in cafe of a tenant withing to tran fer his leafe to
another ; his becoming bankrupt; or, his d)mrr without an heir ca-
pable of managing a farm, or being difpofed to engage in fuch pur-
iLJlL‘:‘.
¢ It is impoffible to fpecify the various inducements, whi h far-
mers may have for reletting their farms: but there are fome of
thL‘i'ﬂ {o obvious, that lh-..” cannot be overlooked by .m} person,
A farmer may be defirous of mn ing from the fatigues of an altive
employment, and havea favourable opportanity of 0 braining from
another, remuneration’ for the expense, the labour, and the risk, at
which he has biought his lands into an improved ftate. He may
have highly nnpmwi his farm, and defire to withdraw his capital
for the purpole of employing it in improving fome other place,
which promifes a good return for his money and labour: he may
find, cthat he has ¢ |ﬁ"-’rcl in an andertaking not unprofitable in it-
felf, but above his means, and wifh to give it up, before he be ruin-
ed by it; or, finally, h. may choofe 1u withdraw his g..pltl' from
in'.'['“r'l':lg, in order to en 1(}\.-' |1 m lnmﬂ: other w: 1' more to his ,i’:\_
Thefe are certainly :'.'.- v-n:.' fuppofable ca fes, and in every one of
them, it would manifeftiy be for the advantage of the 1 idividual,
that he could difpofe of his leafe without lying at MErcy of h:-_,
landlord. And why fhould |

| n, lie under a
refiriétion, which expofes hin to the :n ince of not being able to
(—Hjm' a manifeit advantage, or of incurrn
nothing to the purpofe to allege, that "rl't‘-:_Ji"- will "feldom with-
hold theirconfent when tenant- can difpofe of their farms to maniteft
advantage ; proprictors, who theroughly un dLiIL.HJ{' their own in-
terelt, will not; but why (hould any have a power which fome may
abufe ?

<« Now it certainly requires no great dCutu‘erQ to pelceive, that
whatever may prevent a n=|1r-u from drawi ng in his money, or de-
riving full benedt trom it, must render him cautious about laying
it out. Ask any inteiligent and c-:n.id-;'r"::L farmer, whether, 1 he
had no profpe&t of 5.-;&.-\'::1;5 his |;|!.. to a perfon; whoie intereft he
recarded as hisown, he would ay h S m 1.1;__»' as freely in drain
ing, limiuf manuring, &c ander friction not to trinsfer hi
Jeale, as he would do,i he mmight uialp-a,c of ".; at his pleafure. The
queftion would be eafily anfwered ; in cafe of having full power,of
his lease, he would confider zll money laid our on improvements,
as put to intereft, and likely not only tyyield him fom= aivantage
in the mean rime, but an ample re nuneration 1f he (houid relet his
farm ; on the other hand, it he hai not that power, he would re-

he, more than Lr"l‘ rm

a certain lofs? Ttis

-’

gardall the money laid out on impgovemsats, promiing only a dis-
t...lt return, as probably thrown away

¢ Suppofing a farmer to become bankrapt, it 1s
nor reafonable, that his creditors lhould be prevented 11

180E 0 his lea e to the | t advantag:
= L 1 2C1 .L.};}..AL.;
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do nothing better than fell the reverfion of it by public au&ien, but
they are debarred from this by law, as it is underftood at prefent
to ftand; they may often have the mortification to fee themfelves
deprived of the benefit, which might foon have been derived from
improvements effe€ted perhaps in a great meafure by 1#eir own mo-
ney. Itis ealy to fee how this may frequently operate againt im-
provements ; a farmer, wholfe folvency is doubtful, is lefs likely to
obtain credit than any other perfon in fimilar circumftances ; he is
regarded fomething like the fpendthrift heir of an entailed eftate,
whofe property is fufficient to pay his debts, but placed beyond the
reach of his creditors. It is not extravagant to fuppofe, that far-
mers might frequently be faved from bankruptey, if they could give
a proper fecurity on their leafes. A little money, advanced at a
particular crifis, might carry matters on, and enable a perfon at
laft to fulfil all demands, and have a comfortable reverfion to him-
felf, which without that aid, he could not have accomplifhed, nor
even have paid his debts.

“ It fometjmes happens, that a farmer at his death leaves a num-
ber of Children, whofe principal fupport is to be derived from his
leafe ; while none of them can direét the affairs of a farm, they could
adopt no plan fo profitable as that of felling the leafe, and yet they are
often, either forced to lie at the mercy of {ervants, who may be ig-
norant and carelefs, or throw up that, from which they were entitled
to expect much benefit. A widow and a number of young children
often firugg'e to carry on the bufinefs of a farm, which in their own
hands yields them nothing; but, if difpofed of to a proper perfon,
might have rendered them comforiable. It may happen too, that a
tenant, in the profpect of his demife, inftead of leaving his leale ex-
clufively to one member of his family, would choofe to convert it in-
to money, and divide the produce equally among all. In fine, his
heir at law may be a perfon, for whom he has no reafon to entertain
much regard, and therefore he would rather leave his leafe, or the
advantages arifing from it, to another more deferving.

¢ In all thefe {uppofable cafes, it is very plain that the tenant’s in-
tereft and comfort would be greatly promoted, if hecould difpofe of
his leafe in the fame manner that a merchant or manufacturer can
difpofe of his trade; and it is equally plain, that the very idea of
wanting this advantage muit often cramp him in his exertions, and
render him lefs liberal in Jaying out capital and employing labour,
which cannot be reftored for a confiderable time. In no branch of
trade is it more neceflary to aflure the trader, that in laying out moe
ney, nothing fhall prevent him from rcaping_yhc profit, which it may
eventually yield. ‘When a tepant drains, limes, or even gives his
ground a complete fallow, he is to be paid in feveral fucceffive years;
1n propertion then, as you diminifh his fecurity for reaping, in every
pofible way, and to the laft moment of his contract, all the advan-
tage of his labour and expenfe, you leflen his inducementsito do maore
than is barely neceffary ; you reduce him in fome degree to the con.
dition of a tenant at will, or a life-renter. 'There are many cales,
1t will readily be allowed, in which want of power to d_ji‘i’.:u:"c of g

4
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leafe will have ne {uch influence : but it is fufficient for the argument
if there are many in which it has and muft have this effeét.

“ It will not certainly be maintained, that the want of this pow-
er, though unfavorable to the tenant, is not an impediment to im-
provement. Whatever isinjarious to the tenant muft operate againft
the Jandlord, and ultimately againft the country. If the husbandman
be difcouraged from improving, the land of the proprietor does not
increafe in value, and the public receives not that advantage in in-
creafing feruility, which might be enjoyed. The ideais as unjalt as
it is illiberal, that the interefts of the landlord and of the tenant are
ncceflarily at variance, and that they {hould always be jealous of each
other. Nodoubt 1t is natural for the former to defire as high a rent
as can poffibly be obtained, and equally natural for the latter to defire
his land as cheap as poffible. Bat, if the landlord, by exceflive rent
or fevere reftritions, cramp the tenant in his improvments, he maft
prevent the amelioration of his property, he isin fact killing his
hen that lays the golden eggs; on theother hand, the farmer cannot
raife heavy crops to enrich himfelf, without increafing the value of
the proprietor’s land, nor can he injure that land without injuring
himfelf. In reality, the ultimate objec of both landlord and tenant
is, to bring the foil to the higheft poffible ftate of fertility ; in attain-
ing this objet the public is equally interefted ; and it muft be mani-
feit to every one capable of the leaft reflection, that the direét and
only way to accomplith what is univerfally fo defirable, is to encou-
rage the husbandman to exert all his skill and to employ all his cz-
pital. The proprietor would confult his own intereft, were he to
offer a premium, for the encouragement of lis tenants in making im-
provements ; but this is not often necelfary, he needs only to let them
alone; let him give leafes of a fufficient length, containing proper
claufes for protecting his property during the laft three or four years;
the reft may be fafely left to the induftry of the tenants, prompted by
their own intereft. If the proprietor take care not to let his lands
to an improper perfon, he may be fatisfied, that, whether it be occn-
pied by the original leflee or a fubftitute, it can be in no danger;
and he will be fo much the more certain of his rent, as the fecurity of
two or more perfons is preferable to that of one. Nothing is con-
tended for, that can be injurious to the intereft of the proprietors;
they are not required to give up their claim on the perfon with whom
they originally transact, and their fecurity cannot, in any refpe&, be
leflencd by the intervention of another party to the agreement ; itcan-
not diminifh the advantage of the leflor, if the original tenant derives
fome profit by a transfer of the leafe, for the fubftitute cannot afford
him this profit, witheut increafing the produtive powers of the {oil,
and confequently the value of the property. It may be affirmed with
confidence then, that the law which hinders a tenant from difpofing
of his leafe, like any other piece of property, is extremely injurious
to the intereils of agriculture; it is the greateft obftacle to improve-
ment, which exiits in this county and while it prevents the farmer
from laying ouat his capital with perfect freedom, 1t ultimately injures
the proprietor, by preventing his land from attaining its highef

Prevent
- :
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On moft of the great queftions of public and rural economy, this
anthor feems to have had extenfive and enlightened views, and like
a true difciple of his iluftricus ¢ untryman, Adam Smith, who 1s
falsely af:erted to have been the copyift of the Freoch Encyclopedifts,
They preceded him indeed, but Smith poffeffed a great onginal fte ck
of his own, and is totally free from zheir errors. Mr. Somerville,
however, did not poffefs powers or leitore {ufficient, 1o comprehend
the full Scope of Smith’s plan, inftances of which prefent themielves
in his book. We find alfo occafional weak par:s, as well in his ob-
{ervations, as in the Lothian agricultural practice. Muco has been
faid, as we have obferved, of this highly cultured diftrict, yet here
as in all diftri&s and farm:, under broadcaft culiore, weeds and grissy
bottoms of arable land are to be found., e demand an !_'c'jf'l,"cmri!:'.f-fr
or proof of the necessity and profit of growing weeds, being alike utterly
ignorant of either the one or the other : and we must domur, €efore we
pronounce any farm correctly cultured, on which weeds are suffered to grow.
On this head we recommecnd to our readers, a reperufal of their New
Farmei’s Calendar

Page 111, we find a very grave recipe how to make p1ckre : had
1t been a new and fuperior one, for mangoes or onions, we had been
better plealed. Pickles of this last fpecies, accompanied with a
quarter of a flone of good Highland Scot beef, are an excellent pre-
ventive of hunger, prob ¢ff.  Mr. §. very fairly allows that—¢* fome
do not {cruple to affirm that they have no {mut, though they never
practice pickling: others affert that they have tried it with all imagin-
able care, and round it no fecurity.” His fublequent reafoning
(page 113) is far beneath him. He asks what need of cabbages
where turnips can be grown. But what, where they cannot be grown.?
It reminds us of a certain reporter, who asked what pofiible fullow
crop could be grown upon clays. Carrots too are fit for nothing but
the garden, What will Mr, Secr tary Young, what will our Suf-
folk. Es ex, Kent, and Surrey, readers {fay to this?  We fhall make
our conclufion with a litde fathionable fcience ; although grown old
we muft not be altogether out of tafhion.

Page 7 < Tke beneficial effeéts of heatand fun-light on vegetation,
are now well underftood; and it is an eftablifhed fact, that the colour
of flowers, as well as the nutritive qualities of all the produétions of
the earth, depend upon the proportion of light and heat they enjoy
during their growth and ripening.” Now well underftood!—an es-

ablifhed fact !!
He made an implement to know,
If the moon fhine at full, or no,
And could, as foon as e’er fhe fhione ftraight,
Whether ’twere night or day, demonltrate.

It 1s unneceflary to remark, that we do not make thefe quotations
outof the imalleft dilrefpect to the memory of the ingeniou: and wor-
thy author, who we are convinced, wrote fuch fentences merely pro

_fl:';;-,r_-.f, aad with the {fame view that he put of a new fafhioned hat,
or coat. Qur chemical farmers may find a lufcious treat in page 284
to 293, Analyles by diftiliation, of the various foils. If they extract
a fingle novel or uleful priociple therefrom, we felicitate them ca
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their fagacity, and humbly request the favour of their communica.
tions. In page 289, 1t will appear that the author either did not

i - - .
live long enongh to catch a glimle of the newelt new light, or that

Dattors diffcr on this, as on all other (ubjefts. Mr. S. feems to have
reftored /alss 1o their ancient rank; and to have been tnapprized
that the college had determined that irox fhould be thenceferth a fer-
tilizer,
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PROCEEDINGS OF AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES,

Kent Sacicty, _f‘ur the Encourage

Industry.

it of Adgriculture and

;\ T the anniverfary of this Society, holden at the Fountain Tavern,
LN Canterbury, on Friday the joth of May, 1806 ; the I.-J;_lJr'v';J'.S pre-
miums were adjudged
CLASS 1, SERVANTS,

Married. o Wm. Piper, Bailiff to Mr. Wife, of Borden, thirty-two
YEJl'S. two guineas, )

['o George Rogers, Waggoner to Mr. Cobb, of Seiling, twelve years,
two guineas.

Single. To Wm, Stone, Bailiff to Mr. Sankey, Chartham, feventeen
years, two guineas

I'o James Hulkes, Bailiff to Mr. Adams, of Wye, thirteen years, two

guiness.

Female, To Elizabeth Poulter, "‘k::\\'clfx-, maid to Nr. ] hn GUI':IE'»')
of Chufler, eightzen years, two guineas, =
To Hannan Odiam, Dairy maid to Mr. Stephen Love, of Headcorn,
fL"l“' Y s, two gulr S
For th ¥y premaar no ca ate,
CLass 2, LaBsov 5
To Stephen Davis, Sucpherd to Mr. Denne, of Littlebourn, fifty-one
vears, two puineas
To John Ancock, Labourer to Mr. Stephen Pym, of Chilham, forty-one
yea ) S
I'oe I'bom+s iaylor, Labourer to Mr. Vinlon, of Borden, forty-one
VEdla, [ 3 .
C 3, COTTAGERS
To 1 Veiris, of Ickham, fourteen children born, eleven b ought

-
I
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To Richard Marfh, of Lyminge, thirteen children born, nine brought
up, two guineas.
T'o Thomas Beer, of Chillet, ten children born, eight brought up, two
guineas.
BEE PrEMIUM,
To William Greenltead, of Borden, for twenty-one hives of bees, twe
guineas,
Beft cart*Stallion, To Mr. Wm, Weeks, of Woodchurch, for the beft
of four produced, five guineas.
Beft two yearling cart Colt or Filly, bred in Kent. To the Rev. J. C.
Beckingham, for his Colt, no Competitor, five guineas.
Ofhicers appointed for the enluing year,
Right Hon. Lord Sondes, Prefident.
Sir Henry Oxenden, and Rev. Sir John Fagg, Barts. Stewards.
Allen Grebell, Treafurer and Secretary to the Committee,

Baron De Mantefquieu Edward Tayler Captain Honywood
Hon. George Watlon, M. P. Wm. Hougham Wm. Wightwick
Richard Milles Thomas Brett Edward Ruffell
Rev. J. C. Beckingham ‘T'homas Caitle Thos. G. Hilton
Rev. J. Randolph George J. P. Leith George Carter
Lieut. Gen. Harris John Boys George May

Rev. R. Price Robert Rich Thomas Neame

E. 1I. Sandys Carr Culmer Auftin Neame

ALLEN GREBELL, Secretary,

Ashridge Ploughing Match.

After the Dinner of the laft Smithfield Cattle Shew, the EarL of
BrIDGEWATER announced his intention, and explaind his motives, for of-
fering a prize of 50 guineas, to the owner of any plough SUPERIOR to the
common Hertfordfhire plough, for the peculiar and difhcult land, which is
found in the great range on the top of the Chalk Hills, completely covered
with rough flint ftones ; with an additional twenty guineas, if fuch plough
fhould be found on trial, to make BETTER WoORK, and require LESS
FORCE to draw it, His Lordthip alfo offered Prizes of Thres, Two, and
One Guineas, to the Three beft Ploughmen, in the intended trials.

OUn Wednelday the 18th of June, the Noble Earl gave a grand dinner,Jat
his [eat, at Ashridge, in Hertfordfhire, to Eart. WINCHELSEA, LoORD
SoMERVILLE, LOoRD GAGE; SiR JOHN SINCLAIR, SiR }JoHN SEA=
BRIGHT, and a feleft company of the Patrons of Agricultural Improve.
ments ; amd, on Thurfday morning, a mest numerous affembly of agricul-
turilts, farmers, and mechanics, were collefted at Ashbridge, from every
different quarter. About nine o’clock, nine candidates appeared in the
ficld, with their ploughs, and feven Hertfordshire ploughs, against which
the othurs were to contend. We cannot too much commend the conduct
of the Judges appointed on this occafion by his Lordfhip, in caufing printed
particulars to be previoufly diftributed to the candidates, fully detailing
the order of proceeding, and the principles on which the Judges would be
guided in forming their judgment on the comparative merits of the perfor-
mances.  Owing to the excellent difpofitions and arrangements which
had been made by his [Lordthip on the priceding day, by ten o’clock
the whole were completely ready for ftarting. A f(pring whipple-tree,
by Mr. Mac Dougal,. was intended to have been ufed, for afcertaining the
force of draught, but the wood-work of the one f{ent being defeltivey
it broke ; and a [pring dial, invented by Mr. Salmon, and made by Mr.
Shepherd, of Woburn, was fubltituted, which performed to the fatis-
faltion of the Judges appointed on this occafion, viz:—LoRD SoMER~-
VILLE, JoHN ELLMAN, and Joun FieLp; with whom Meflis.
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Bevan, Griffin, and two other gentlemen, were joined as afliftants in the
ns and calculations. The [everal ploughmen drew lots

ry oblervit
und marked out ; the performance of the

for their order in the plots ol g
lI..r Ith irs [ '| WET ""'i . tor A ]Ibit[t'{
feven Hertfordhire ploughs were found as unitorm as could be expected ;

their average retults were as toliows ;=—

o s _l' i i Wiath of| Depth of | Force 1| C l.ujated
Owner's Nzmes Counry of lpl-)'.\llrh-n.ll
th- Plough ‘ | 1’.31’&.”
Pl gl * average Hert{ord - J (4] [ 61 i 7 88
Mr. Wood, — [Suffex — — | 8§ | t e 10°8
r. Code = — [Wiltthre — | 8 | <2 c 9°2
sir John Seabright |Berkthire - 1 . ’ -] 1 5-: 89
r- P onty — Hamplhire | oL 6 (2 88
Caswell = |[Effex — —| 61 61 85
Mr. Willon == INorthumberlan | . ‘ E:-'?, 76
Mr.Lige — o= iDorch:fter | 61 74 7%

und too weak for this frong and ftoney
the late parching droughts, m".‘! their
non, of Wonuin, attended with an

tely and exp ditioufly me aluring

The two remaining
'._;i!_. rendered fo ex
gave 'I-FJ_ E
his conirivar I
TUrrow, which was uled by the i:L.L;:_r.\:' ':if!ll-idlli» in thefe ex-

1_r:||\:_‘-.r,,
k

From the above calculations, of Mechanical ct only, it mi have
appeared, that the Salle Whits, i B s, were {uperior to
the Herttordfhire ploughs ; but e wark o was lo [uperiorly
done, in an agricultural point of view, cihon of the _i'.iJ-_.?'r:g,
when announced, gave almolt umiverial {atsfaction

e W t J wdoes appeinted by the Earl of Bridgewater, have duly

€, th lges appemnte ] ¢ krari . i I auly
conli I||. | the claims fon .'.-'|.-|:r]|:.'..:- tered by s i_LJ.IIfI.' !.:!'.I:; |-r|',1rui
i .'I'.\!-' 2 ind having car 1y afceitained 1 -II';-_‘_FH,
he readth, and level bottom of tl follows =
— ['he frlt premium to Mr. Smart’s pl fecond

¢ . . | ) T M 3 T
--,\_( I['i-‘_l, thard ¢t LY B It itk (:.u‘..ujl,

S 1% :I‘r,l!-lﬁ. '\.'-",li held ; DT We I'ecoinl=

ditto, Blackne
€ T"he premivm of Fitiy Guinea

" 4 1 1 b B | . 1
mend Mv. Wood’s plonghman (5ullex plough), and Mr. Plenty's ple ugh-
ewalter's bounty 3 and we hold thele

man, [II Amp hi e plo .-”'_'-1 to
ploughs, together wirth Mr. Lane’ vheeled Dorfet plough) in lels fevere
drought than the prefent worthy th l:""".:'-F' attention en fltrong foils.
Further we notice, the work done by Mellrs. Adam Channels, George
Channels, and Daniel Bedford, as worthy of good hufbandmen.

(Signed) SOMERVILLE.

JOHN ELLMAN.,

“ Afhridge, June 19, 1806." JOHN FIELD.™

It was eftimated, that not lefs than rooo perfons were prefent ar this truly
national and wufetul trial of fkill ; at the conelufion of which, the Nohle
Ear| entertained his noble vifitors, and about 1g0 of the moft eminent
counties, with a fumptuous

azriculturilts and graziers of the furround:

|| Such of our readers, who have not the advantage of mathematical
learning may approve of being infurmed, that the nuubers in this column
: thard | fourth columns together,

4'C QDI [
and dividing the product ghts in the fiith column : or, by the
1 to the

ilidinz rule ¢ us, fet the widih of furrow, 1n mches on the lne A,
(urrow In

amned by multiplying thole in tl

13
=
b=

draught in hundred weights, on B. then againit t eptl
inches on B, will be tound on A, the j.'l‘.;"-"l':""ll"j'i' effect, or numbers in the
laft column.ot the above table.
P

1Y 'i'v:__;. Vol. 14. g L
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dinner, in a large temporary room fitted up for the occafion, and taftefully
decorated with devices of ploughs, harrows, forks, rakes, &c. encircled
with laurel wreaths, After dinner the principal toalts were—

The King.

‘The Queen.

The Earl of Bridgwater (propofed with three times three, by Lord

Somerville).

Lord Somerville and the Judges.

The Farming Societies of England and Ireland,

“The Duke of Bedford.

Mr. Coke and the Meeting at Holkam on Monday.

Succefs to Farming and Breeding, three times three, &c, &c.

His Lordfhip’s Steward, at the fame time, entertained above 150 of the
principal farmers and mechanics with a dinner, at the table, in his. hall.

After dinner, feveral different kinds of agricultural implements were ex-
hibited. A fhew of fome excellent cautle and fheep belonging to his Lord-
fhip was made, alter which {fome (heep were {old by auction.

From Afhridge, Lord Somerville, Sir John Sinclair, and the greater part
of the amateurs in agricultural matters, proceeded acrofs the country to
Hclkham, in Nerfolk, the feat of T. W. Coke, Elq.

On Monday next, the 7th. the Barmoor Sheep Shew commences (as in
our laft) where a very full attendance is expeéted.

Holkam Sheep Shearing,

On Sunday, June 22, Thomas William Coke, Efq. M. P. gave a grand
dinner, at his feat, at Holkam, in Nortolk, to Earls Thanet and ‘Falbot ;
Lords Somerville, Anfon, and William Ruffel : Sivs, John Sinclair, (Pre-
fident of the Board of Agriculture,) John Wrottefley, and Robert Harland-
Bernard Howard, Efq. and a [elect party of Apgriculturifts and Breeders;
preparatory te his Clipping, or Agricultural Fete ; which drew together,
on Monday morning, all the principal farmers and breeders of Norfolk,
and the adjoining counties, with many others from the moit diftant parts of
the United Kingdom.

In the forenoon, the new Leicefter tups, intended for letring.in the even-
ing, were brought eut, one by one, and ¢xamined by the amateurs prefent,
Several new and valuable agricultural implements were exhibited : among
which,'a machine for dibbling wheat, to be moved either by a man or a
horfe, attracted much of theattention of the company.

About three o'clock near 170 noblemen, gentlemen, refpectable farmers,
mechanics, &ec. fat down with Mr. Coke to a {umptuous dinner, at the
Hall ; after which, the ufual toalts enlivencd the truly rational converfation
and difeuflion which never fail to arife among fo w idely colledted a group
of :1g|‘icul!t11'ilh-'. and other lngcnimm men, engagt d in the {fame purfuits.

On ;-emming to the farm )';J.rd, five new Leicelter Sht’.’.rling Rams were
let by auction, as tollows, viz.

No. 1, which had clipped glb. 8 oz. of wool, at : i PR L
2y . . N o . . . . . 7 i U -
s : . s L ; - - ‘ 4 2y 'z fo
45 ) 1 g D | . " ¥ . I4 14 O
5, ; 3 ai i B Y . . 3 . . 21 © ©
Six two-Thear new Leicefter rams were next let, as follows, viz.
No. 1, which had clipped glb. 2 oz. of wool, at X N 020 D N T
1 . ; ai & 5 . - " . . &5  Zn .0
45 . ' o Fou 8 : . . : . 26.0:8 o
Gy - 6 1 » ' . - . T 7.0
2, A 7 2 § , . 380 0
0y . : L . . ’ . . : il & AL
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'Ti' ce aged Leicefter Rams were fold as follows :

No. 1, which had chi L.1 alb. 6oz, of wool, at . & L.t x1 . ©

2, : : . 6 o . . . " a £ 8 o

5 a § 11 . - . ’ 100l o

Earls Thanet and Talbot, were among the hirers of the two (hear Rams.

—Mr. William Smith, mineralogift and drainer, attended, and d. lll-'u'cd,

to his numerous fubfcribers prelent, his recent work on T he Utility and
Management of Water-Meadows, dedicated to T. W. Coke, Elq.. for
whom, L e Duke of Bedford, Earl Thanet, and many others, Mr. Smith
hiis s contirufted feveral meadows, in different counties, ot the molt
oved l_“-.-_l. We are happy to obferve this moft effential improvement
making its way rapidly at this time through the county of Norfolk.—

Meflys. Buckley, Walton, Tollet, &c. were prelent.

i '.

Hnpr

Seconp Day.-——On Tuesday morning, the company assembled still more
nerously than on the first day ; at eleven o'clock they l-rm-r--dc:l to the

eep-house, where a sale of thirty-two new Leicester Theaves took place
15 follows, viz.

£, 5 D. E B D
Lot1 5 Theavesto Earl Thanet16 16 oLots 3 ditto . »h tice .« %20 B8 0
D 5 ditte . ditto 18 18 0 6 3 ditte . Earl l].-, 36 15 O
8 5 ditto . ditto o as 1 0 ¥ 3 ditto . Ju:m " 37 16 O
¢ 3 ditto . Mr. Buckley 39 18 o 8 5 ditto . ditlo . g2 1°%6

Fifty-eicht new Leicester Ewes were next sold as follows :—
FC L. 59D T A
ot 1 Mr. Bucklew 85 14 oLot6 5 ditto . ditto . 37 16 ©
) ditto . 3817 o 75 ditto . ditto . 42 0 0
g 6 ditto . ditto - 28 % 0 8 5ditto , ditto . 26 5 0O
4 5d Sir J.Wrottetley 50 8 0 o 5 ditto  ditto 34 13 0
b5 ¢ Earl Thanet 53 11 0 1012ditto » Mr. Buc 51 9 ©
The company next repaired to the Farm Yard, to examine the new 1m-
E-]-'n nts \,mln were exhibited, as follows : an instrument adapted for the
6x '|r|.n\u v of weed.—An Jluul ment, called an arator, by which 50 acres
of land was stated to have been plougl d in one week, with a pair of
horses | —A one horse plough, calculated for very L oht lands.—A scuffer

and couch. harrow.—A flour nlr‘ ssine machine, which was much admired
for the cleanness and 1:-rlu.u-m with which it can dress flour for private
Tamulies.

Iin company afterwards inspected the she aring of the s v in the
ereat barn, intended to be let in Llr- eveningz : some beautiful three-year

old fai Devon oxen werealso inspected, which were ||1'.1L'1I a :ill.-"' d.
On returning to the house, Mr. \\ illiam Smith, the minerag r'J l. ]1 nj
the honour of submitting his 1 naps and sections of the -~1|.:L.- of Engl

and Wa 'q.'L\“‘lI. ]I.JIIIL.
J_ll-i science, .'|:l|l r;l i)flll,l'l:p_-: out tne |:.‘-1_‘.i'a_"'1 \‘:'!I.:.:_'u
toward the ('-'-|11ln'lt.‘='.-n'.l of thi
n'\'. wek 25( ) persons sat down to dinner ; among the company ¢ noticed
Earl Winchelsea ; Sirs, Jacob Astley and W. W. ‘.".'_-._111|;. . Darell,
l..m.h. .\. S. Gordon, Henley, J.-W. lu;;:iinmn ‘f.l'.-.l'.:-l- 3evan, \\ er=
man Martin, Brettineham, Slater, &c. Several foreigners "
among whi m WO were, Wi anderstand, Danish counts, Jl,d a 15'|r~1 w
gentleman from Russia. ‘The toasts after dinuer were nearly as us
Mr. Tollet made some imp \ ks to the company, on the superior
H&l'-.'.']:-' reés of li| _\1','“ 10 D

At % o clock the Art repairetl ;

|
y 2 ¥ e L u ] ¥
Sonth-Down Thaveswere sold as 1ollows @

Jair and a great many persons of distinction

: has made of

oreat and novel undertaking. About three

ed of sheep.

sain to the Sheep-house, where 77
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T 8o B L. 5. D,
Lot1 10 Theaves . . 42 o olLots 11 do.to SirfW.W. Wynnes7 15 o
2 10 do. toSirW. W, W yonnes2 0 o0 610 dittoto Money Hill 490 7 @
3 10 dirto tn Money Hill 42 o o 710 ditteroditto - 5513 0O
411 do. toSirW. W Wynness i2 0 8 5dooSir W.W. Wynne36 15 o
Eleven South-Down !'wes were next sold, viz. L. 8. D.
Lot 9 5 EwestoStW W, Wynne 3211 o
10 6 dirto to Sir R. Harland - 31 10 ©
T 01 RO o 4 {0 TV 8B 8 0

The letting of'ewht outh- Down a"cd Tl1p- lhcn commenced, for the
following season, viz.

L8, Dy PR

No. 11, clipped 4lb. 60z.at 15 15 o0 No. 35...... 5lb. 10z, at42 o o

£ s o P S S P 42 0 © ks G 8 .i...30:15 .0

Tt ek st - Mo I SR 1 N T IR 16400200 6 6 .0.0..3110 O

13,... 4 2 42 O O 1S5scvsene 3 2 asveed L 10 O
Six two year 0]11 ‘muth Down Tups were then let as follows :

L. 5. D. L. X D.

No. 17, clipped 4lb. 40z, at,.836 15 o No. 12, ....51b, 140z. at..31 10 ©

A BT i e el L0 50 e R | e S bl

Tasains sl e e i2 0 0 11y ..y ... 42 0 0
For the hnL of Lll last ‘up, no less than twenty-nine C*]*rhfhth ap-
pvmwl who drew lots, and he was obtained by Mer. lWL”HH"- The
business of this day concluded ln the exhibition of a fat f‘!|1fl|:. one of
the most beantiful of Mr. Coke's excellent South Downs ; when a sweep-
stakes of half-a guinea was entered into by most of the amateurs present,
for guessing the weight of this beautiful animal when killed, on the
morrow; the weight which each gentleman named was wrote down, and
at half-past mm Mr. Coke and his visitors repaired to his truly hospitable
mansion, and the company 'ﬁl.l)dl’dlt‘d highly gratified.

Tuirp Day.—On Wednesday, by half-past ten o'c loc '\. the company
had assembled very numerously, at \ir Coke's Farm-yard ; the carcases
of the fat sheep, shewn alive on the former days, and slauehtered the pres=

ceding evening, wer: .n.\puu_‘!, and their \\{'.e_.,' its declared, viz. four

Spouth-Down Ewes as follows :

Mr. Davis’s (alive 11st. 71b.) Carcase yst. 111b. Tallow 1st. 1

11lb. Entrails 12lb.

Mr. Blythe’s (do.11st.11b.)Carcase #st. Tallow10i1b. 5 Ib. Pluckiolb. Ent 121lb.

Mr, Coke's=Carcase 7st. 1331b. Tallow 1st. 21b. Skin 1141b. Pluck 1131b. Ent, 13]b.

Ditto. . .. Carcase 8st r'| {.b‘ Tallow 1st. 8lb. Skin 8lb. Pluck 10lb, Entrails ]I-&!l;,
l"‘r the weight of the last carcase, Mr. Bell was declared the winner of

the Sweep-stakes, for guessing its weig rht when alive.

"'wo South 1)nwn fat Weather Carcasses appeared as

I\Ir Pundy's Carcase, #st. 21b. Tallow, ist. 2lb, Skin, 03!b.

1 0lb. Pluck

e
il i _ -
Pluck by Enrrails, 15

-'Ifl:rw'-'.. 1

Ir. George's 5 5L it B 7 114 192
Two fat New Leicester “ athers, appeared as follows, '-u —
Mr. Reeve's Carcase,8st. 11b. Tallow,ost. 1251b. Skin, 10 1b, Pluck 9 1b. Entrails 14,
Mr. Pundy's 11 9 1 2 11 124 171b.

A head of beaatiful Devon Cows, belonging to Mr. Cc were next
}H.‘\l}ll’ll,(l. and were much adniired i)‘,’ the amateurs, {for their symmetr
and lichtness of bone and offal. The ('-Imua were now proceeding wit
the [uln intended to be let in the evening, and which were previ uu:l-r Cx=
amined in th ir v.:mi by the breeders and amateurs.

Mr.: Powel, of Br mlllh':rp. showed a shearling South-Down R m,
:‘u-:ntnul another belonzing to Mr. Dewings, of Castle Acre, in order 1o
decide a bet between those gentlemen, The Judges appointed decided in
favoarof Mr. Powel; and it was rezretted, that the excellent tup which
he produced, was not entered as a candidate for Mr, Coke's premium in

this ciass of 1_'.'; stock.
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] t

he company now repaired Id, to witness the trial of the
rricultural 1m .i 1ents 1nspected d on the pre eding day. The couch-
harrow performed much to u|- sitisfaction of those l..‘.'w-.:z-li. Mr. l"u':il."\"s
arator succeeded, very completely, in gathering the couch-roots from a
soil previously ]l!E'l'i'.-l.‘} A scuffler, of cumberous make, drawn by
four horses, cut the land very deep on which it was tried, but seemed
wore calculated for heavy soils. A strong plough, for bottoming up hard

drv land, d, and seemed, from the atiention which Sir John Sin-

cliivr, and others of the best ju paid to it, to be thought, with a slight

was Lri

L!ilr.“..tL"}'l. a\ .|1.ll\ |,| - ]l:ullt*._';zu-nl',

Mr. Parkinson exhibi ed a scuffler, whith was tried; but we heard no
particular opimon expressed by those who witnessed the trial.—The one-
horse plo :zh seemed 1o _]:1;1}.?‘,‘ the expectation formed of it, for stirring
lizht land.

About four o'el

17 | persons sat down with Mr. Coke to dinner, at
the conclusion of :

ich, the juc reporis on the merits of the cattle,
implements, &c produced by the several candidates, were read, and silver
cups were delivered to several, the particulars of which we beg to defer
till our next.

In the cvening 'nc company repaired again to the Farm-yard, to a sale
of four Devon Heifers, which sol .] for | , 13, and 15 guineas, ltwLa-.L'I.ih]-r.

Devon two-years old Bull was next sold for 28 guineas, and another

f\'[ L

AEAS.

Three aged South Down-Tups were then let for the season as follows : —

i L. ®. ‘0.

No. 2  clipped 4lb, 130z. 15 15 ©

4 dito 5 6 21 0 O

6 ditto 6 (i 10 10 ©

nes -.-HJ.'_'_ South Down Tln;:: were let as fol lows:

e D e
No. 8. lipped 51b. 60z. 1515 0o No. 10 ditto 6 9 15 35 o
1 Lo 6 4 21 O 0O 11 ditto 4 14 36 & O
7 ditto 6 1 21 0 O 12 ditto 9 o0 10 10 ©
This hichly interestine fefe r:ma:c_'lau“.sii by a shew of some Merino
Rams, h ongzing to Mr. Coke, which gave great satisfaction to all who
know the 1|,u-'| ice of p [r.\i 1Icing ""l erfine or Spanish wool, for the use

of our broad clooh manuf:

IATeTS \IJHU ]Ii:_'i' h‘i'lii_'l’{ the (I'!'ﬂi?..lll‘.'
geparated, and Mr. Coke's visitors returned to the Hall with hi lm ; next
morming several of the ainateurs set off from thence on a tour, En order
to visit some of the principal Norfolk agriculturists, and thence to those
of Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, IJm..uu. ,||-': Northumberland, so as to
arrive at Barmoor Castle, the seat of Francis Sitwell, !:-,.l_ il: tume for
his Sheep-show aud agricaltural fete on Monday se t.m-,_,r_En

The National Cattle Plate Wo |:. will be thortly publifhed by Meffis.

Baoydell and Co. This work will be dedicated by permiffion to li':. Ma-

jelty, and is under the supe |E..:L-=-‘-.."' .ord Semerville. It will be Pub-
lithed 1n Numbers of Imper ¢, cach containing two or more
Prints, from Pictures drawn fi by Mr. James Ward. Tle hil-

ry and leript ul CZIH!.., \'l'-": their
adaj to vai fort rence, author of the
New Furn s Calendar, ( -

A\UTION.—Mir. N

] oine Jaimb




LONDON PRICES OF GRAIN for June, 1806.
MARK LANE, Monday, June z, 1806.

Qur fupply of Wheat to-day was inconfiderable, and the want of fine famples
A1l enhances the value of the little up of that quality, hence high prices arc named
for fuch and for no other; the fecond and inferior forts being dully with few buyersy
ar lalt reported prices.—Barley is in plenty, and rather lower: Malt is likewife a
trifle cheaper, with a general heavinefs in the fale of both.

Boiling Peafe continue a fhort fupply, with advance in price.—In Grey Peafe,
and Beans of both forts, we have little alteration.—Good Oats, like fine Wheatsy
are fcares, and nearly maintain their former value; but the common are almoft un-
faleable. Prices of all Grain as fallow.

Price of Grain, on board Skip, as under.

Wheat Gos 655 75¢ | White Peas 325 to 4osod | Ticks, new 203 to 359
Fiaz ~8s to 825 | Boilers 44s to §os. Ditro, Old —; t0 —5
Superfine 845 to #8s | Suffolles g2s | Oats 251 255 t0 298
Rye 165 to 445 | Grey Peas 925 to 185 | Polands 305 to 325 od
Barley 29 to 33504 | Beans, new 38sto 4650d | Oats for feed —-
Malt 6%s 715 od | Beans, Old —

.ﬂ"lfﬁm:"f{y, June g.

We had not an abundant, though a tolerable tupply of Wheat to-day ; in the
fales of which, fine fampl s were taken off at neaily laft Monday’s pricesy and good
Red Wheats fetched from 8us. to 82s. per quarter, but fceond and ordinary famples
were agrin dull and cheaper.—Rye is likewile a_trifle lower, and Malc has little
file.—Barley and Beans continue nearly as laft,—White Peafe are ftill dear, but
Grey Peaie rather on the decline.—We had but few frefh arrivals of Oats, and the

very {mall proportion of thofe of firft quality, caufed famples of that defcription to

ﬁc:{Jh fomcthing more than laft week.

Wheat 6os ~0s to 78s | White Pease 365 to 44s | Ditto, ald, —
Fin= —s Bos 1o §3s5 | Boilers 46s to scs | Ticks, new  28sto 38s
Superfine, 865 to 8gs | Suffolks, —s 1o §1s | Ditto, old, —
Ry: 945 to 438 | Grey Peas 305 to 38s | Oats 2050 255 388
Barley 2385 to 318 l Beans, new 356 to 46s | Polands 31s to 33sed
Malc 625 to 68s

Monday, June 16.

Notwithftanding our fupply of Wheat was very fhort this morning, yet the buyers
were fo few, that neither prime nor any ther famples could obrain laft week’s terms.
— We have had a tolerable quantity of Barley up, chiefly from Kent; this article
is quite as dear as laft reported.—In Malt we have little doing, and not much' var.=
ation in price.—Peafe, Qurs, and Beans, are all of them dearer; the refult of fhort
:upplica.—ﬁPIiCCr. nearly as under.

Wheat 5gs Gos 73s | White Peas 175 to 44s | Ditto, Old —1
Fine 8os to 8735 | Boilers 46sto0 g15 | Ticks new 305 to 3388
Superfine 245 87¢ | Suffolks —5 10 §25 Ditto, Old il
Rys 36510 425 | Grey Peas 365 ro 405 | Oars 225 26sto 508
Barley 285 to 145 | Beans new 395 to 475 Polands qos 335 6d
Malr 665 to 715

ﬂ.i!.o,'.'.-fnj", June 23.

The Wheats left over from laft week, and the additional arrivals of to-day, did
not conftitute a very~large fupply ; prices, neverthelefs, declined 8s. per quarter
6 ce laft Monday. At the conclufion of which Floer likewife gave way, and fhould
not have been quoted a: more than 7os. per 1<k, .

Spring Corn of every ds feription, on the other hand, is on the advance.—Barley
is 25. and 35. per quarter dearer.—=Vhite Peafe, likewif , being a thort fupply, and
wanted by Government, have rifen confiderably.—Grey Peafe, as well as Beans of
both fortss are alfo higher; and Oats, 2 fhert fupp'y, pariaking of the geoeral ad-
wince, are up Is. and 2s. per quarter.—N. B, The prefent fine weather favourable
to the Wheat Crops, but not to che other forts of Grain.

43s B3 to 635 | White Pease 405 to 525 | Ditto, old —s
705 to 755 | Boilers 55s to 58s | Ticks, new 955 to 428
765 to 79s | Suffolks 5gs od | Ditro, old —3
365 10 453 | Grey Peas 378 10 425 od | Oats 245 283 to 338
305 to 37s | Beans,-new 44s to 50s od Polands -5 1o 335 od
644:-g;tscdl l




Prices of Hops, Meat, Sced, Leather, Tallow, &c. for

ra
June 1806,

Price of Hops. ] 1t Week | 2d Week ‘l 3d Week | 4thWeek

Bags. | s- A 5. 8.} 8. 5 S. 5

Kent L w— 1 130t0 147 | 1¢c0to 140 [ [joto 1501 130t0 150

Suflex — — 130to 140 | 100to jn'"i 126 to 140 | 13010 1@

Effex !-I—Ckr.i.—- | 12010 I;;t'.l 100¢to 136 | y20t0 136 | r20t0 136
(4] 451

Kent —_ — 136to 160 | 170t0 147 | 110 to 160 | 130t0 160

Suffex = — | 130te 147 | T10to 14 | 126t0 1850 | 120t0 150

Farnham — —_ 160 to 200 | 160to 200 | 180 to ==~ | 150010 —=
Se,'c"."!f.

Broad Beans, (per quarter)
L g PD','.'L
Tares — —
Rye Grafs — -
Carraway, (pr cwt.) —
Coriander f—
Trefoil —
Red Clover _— —_
Whirte ditto —
White Muftard Seed, prb
Brown ditto
Canary Seed
Turnip, —
Rape Seed, (per laft) —
Meat at Smit f:,-’i}'-’a‘l’ -

e

‘To fink the offal, p. ft. 81b. | & d ssdi]lsd sdlead =sdls d sd
Becf — -— |5 otobclggto54({qao0to50(/40t0 50
Mutton — — g otab o) 4 3¢t0 544 0to s S|4:: to 4 10
Veal — —_ 5406 4|4 $to 5 6|4 0t05 8 |4 01056
Porlk == o §0t06 ©|4 010504 ‘.’I'l'.-\c|q.'::"a 5 4
La — — 6 6to7 6|5 0t 6 §3to b 8|6 oto 70
Head of Cattle—=PBealts about 1,800 | 1,9 © | 1,8c0 4 2,000
Sheep and Lambes §3 500 | 15,000 | 16,c00 15,000
. - F Il A y | y
[Ip'h." ay L.".I."" A -‘T’. &, ds d. | 4A. ."F. (11. .[?J.
v |
Butts, salb. to g6lb. each 20 to22 (21 toz2z2 |21 tozz2%{
Ditto, bolb. to 65lb each 24 to2§ 24 tnz2g | 19 tozg §
Merchants Backs - 21 toz21d | — to2:L |20k 1022
D.;‘cﬂlr;g H“!u“. f— 1 tozo 19 toz1 | 19 toz2g
F"‘mc C'ul.a:h ‘}-Infes | 21 to 224 (21 to 22 [ 2c} to 25
€rop Hides for cutting 213 023 {21%t0 231 |21d to 231
Flat Ordinary — 19to20 |Ig9ftozr |19 te 20}
1 = L* - A - g - =
C._a,.smms,Jutu.p]b.,o.d.?z. jO (o 40 |30 o 42 30 to 42
[?jlru-a, golb. to 70lb. .‘.lfn 18 to43 | 36 to 42 16 to-42
Pitto, . 7olb. to Bolb. de. 37 to 39 |36 to 3g | 36 te 39
Sm. Seals (Greenland) |42 to 46 |24 to4b6 | 42to46
Large ll >, (per dozen) sitoglzo | s5ltogl | Eltoglie i
Goat Skins per doz. _— L0 — — 10— | et —
‘Tl!m:i Hor |'|:- ,I-!Iidcs pr]u.lc 255 Lo -'.L?-. 235 to :..t-, | 25s to 33, l,
Price of Tallow. gonetdl g5 wdirill T e ‘ XA )
s‘l‘ jd!:it_'_. :\T.‘;I’k\,t — 3 1 I.:_ | 3 ]|[ | 2 q 3 10 E
[..-..r_: .-\Ii rlket - 3 33| 3 168 | 3 ¢ 3 1o i
Wnli:_t".lpt‘! Market — 3 10 | 3 9 | 3 9 3 9 L
Per ftone of 81b. Average 3 L | 7 1IC V=2 9 - 8
d : | ]  J 5 73 i
Town Tallow -— 67 I 65 » 6 65 o 65 .6
Ruffia (Candles) — 66 0 | 66 o | 13 0 65 o |
Ruffiaditto (54} — 64 © { (‘_I. 0 | b4 [o} .:,-:s e i
Melting Stuff _— - 55 © PR 0 Y g NE, L 2% i,
Ditta B b | |
Ditto .\JJ‘;HJ -— — 16 © | 36 o (U3 o I 3% o |
Graves S i [ 11 o 5 T - I 5 13 e |
Yellow Seap —_— — $2 o 82 pas g 59 sod t
Mn'-lo.-_u ditto —_— — 92 © | 92 | ‘ ¢ o |
Curd dirro f— —_— gb o | g6 C | o0 94 o 3
—_ —_— . i |
11 L] | 11 8 1 o i
— — 12 © -5 TR 20 | 12 o |
J |
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Pricesof Raw Hides, Hay and Straw, &c. for June 1806.

| Firlt Week |’ 2d Week !;;1 Week, | 4th Weelk,|
Raw Hides. ] s.de sl | s g yid !1 od. |5.d 5.4
Beft Heifers & Steers, prft. | 3 2.to 3 1_‘|.i 1 1tog 2|20 3 6[3 ota 3 -_-.1|
Middling . . l;_-.,'.-.;;r._,;.iimzm 2 6tv28[2 8210
Ordinary —_ — -z.;:o:hi'::tr:z,;z:ﬂzq. 111\:;4:
Market Calf — — 1z 6 each | 1z 6 each |12 6 eacn |12 6 :“:.h!
Eng. Horfe — — 175 to 1gs | 175 to zgs | 163 to 1Igs | 16s to 18s)
Lamb Sking — o joto 39 |26lo306 6to 3 4|2 ota 3@1
5[1L].b|\.'|n5 — 0oQto I 4|ooto O oote 1 o DG['DIII
Price ef Hay am!St rawe | b g do | b 30 d. 2t o L e
St. James's—Hay —_— 1146 4 o006 3 igo 3 19 @ |
S raw — 2z 68§ 2 50 2 50 zﬁJi
Whiteeh. —Hay et 3 150 4 00O 4 30 4 o |

New _— O = 0 0 =— 0 QO = O - O

Clover ate 4 10 © 4 14 6 5 20 o

Straw o 2 30 2 D 230|..o_:r

Newbury. .
Wheat —_— = - 665 to §3s | 705 to ggs | bCs to 935 | b2zs ‘o §3s
Barley _— — - 265 to 335 | 255 to 335|265 to 339 | 275 18 545
Oarts — o — 275 to 345 | 285 to 3rs| 285 to 31 I 83 305
Beans — — — —5 t) == | ==5 t0 ==5| ==5 [0 —5 | =§ (0 —S
Wew dittd =— — — 1y =5 | ==f (O =5 | =5 10 =i | =3 (8 =%
Peas o= —~ — = —3 to =5 | —5 [0 =5 | —5 Lo —:3 | —§ L —S
Sal. .'_'/.5.-'.-' rye

Wheat il oy et it 70s to S#s | 708 to Bz2s [ vos to 825} 705 to Bxs
New ditto = " s =—5 [0 =b | =—5 [0 —5 |~—5 EO =5 ]| ==5 [0 =5
Barley e S N:?s to 30 \13.- to 31285 ta 18| 275 to jis
Beans — = e —5 1) ==t | =3t —5 [ =S5 10 —s | —s to —s
Oats — — = | 295 to 335 (295 t0 335 *9 to 33 | 295 to 325
Peas — g i s, | =5 t0 338 b ==gf0 —s5 to —5 | —s to 5}

TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS
M 7 E beg leave to return our thanks to our old and steady
VY friend, for his Drawing of the Sussex Ux, to which

y€ trust our LI.].EI'EE'\.'C‘I' has Ll!)llf: jL]:"[ICd.

,-.

Ouwr correspondents generally join us, in hailing the return
of Mr. Bartle: y to his post of honor and ut ility, in the Maga~
»ine; and we beg to remind him of the varieties of the
Potatoe, and of the G lossary, &c. as far as relates 1o his own
'-'H.!il]![}'.

It were needless to repeat how much we desire to hear, as
often as possible, from our highly esteemed correspondent,
the Man of Kent, as well as from our enlightened and re-
spectable friends of the North.

We request W. W. will accept onr most grateful acknow-

.
I

ledgments for his solicitude in procuring us friends, one of
which we think we recognize in the correspondent from
West Herts, from this gentleman, whom we know to be so
eminent as a practical busbandman, we shall ever be glad to
hear; and we regret that his paper did not arrive in I-I-L'.li-: tor
1 place 1u his Number,
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Clowver fpmltd by froft, on 169 | Elements of wool, onthe . 25
Coals, price of, monthly lift ef, for Embankments, on 106
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February, . 158 |  bySir John Sinclair, (reviewed) 50
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ERRATA IN VOL.X.

Page 1e, line 31, for carry read convey.

g7, for fince being read fince mine being.
4, for fuch gigantic vead of fuch gigantic.
11, add hint between the words firf? and from.
12, for filled read fitted.
17, for {00 read Jo.
15, for chain read man.
2, for fpace read fpaces.
42, for having read WAVINE.
1, for trod read twe. :
6, for tred read fwwo.
2q, for procure vead produce.
12, for plate to plate read plant to plant.
for bead read load.
2, for reign read regions.
2.8, for corn read even.
12, infert that of between than and the.
16, for or read and.
13, for or read on.
-, from the bottom, infert as between and and it.
15, from the bottom, for contaminous yead EILEr INiRONSs
10, for ewidently read confiderably.
for account read amount,
26, tor even read ever.
8, for kaowwn read howewer.
12. from the bottom, for farming read farmers,
6, for frequently vead generally.
7, for farms read Jarmersy
11, for death read dearth.
18, for adwert vead adveried,
20y for obferwe read dreww.

3335 between lines 27 and 28, from the bottom, infert the following,

o Infifted on 1be divine indefeafible right of kings, with the profper=
ous and glorious reigns of the Princes of the Houle of Hanaver,

e

QC;Q

4, line 10, for fo read for.

14, for blijhment read peaple.
2, from the bottom, for on read our.
5, trom the bottom, fov murmurs read difcontents.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Ji & proposing this work, it is the intention of the Proprietors to offer to the
public the essential practical parts of every thing hitherto written on the subject
of Agriculture, up to the present moment.

The many works recently published for the use of the Farmer, will be foand
to contain much matler, noi only net new in itself, but by far too theoretical
and spm‘ldnthe for the pru-:!ir:sl agriculturist, * Theory and speculation may
be amusing to the philosopher and chymist, but the farmer must be guided by
facts alone, founded on the solid basis of long experience. For s sz, there-
fore, this work is undertaken ; incorporated with such valuable materials, as
have been assiduously procured from the most unquestionable authorities ;' at
the same time rejecting every thing which does not bear the stamp of genuine
validity.

As Agriculture is now, most fortunately for this country, encouraged, and
with scientific eagerness puwued, as well by amen of the greatest talents and pro-
perty as by the farmer, every thine which tends to facllitate s advancement
will, insome measure, deserve their patrorage ; and, as the British Farmer's
Cyclopeedia is undertaken solely with this motive, inasmuch as it instantly pre-
sents at one view the very essence of every thing written on each particular
article, it is not any great presumption to suppose that it cannot fail to enjoy a
great share of public favour.

There are many sciences so intimately connected with agriculture, that they
cannot be passed over without dlightly noticing them, wherever strictly neces-
sary for the elucidation of any particular subject ; this will, however, always
be done with a close attention to brevily.

The breeding, feeding, and management of live stock of every kind, and the
prevention and cure of the diseases to which they may be incident ; the culture
and management of fruit and forest Trees (including the Orchard) according to
Forsyth and Bucknall’s systems ; a concise, but complete Gardener’s Calendar ;
the managenment gf Bees; as well as every other thing constituting a part of
rural economy, will be particularly treated of, and the whole illustrated by ele-
gant appropriate engravings, executed by the first artists and finely printed in
colours.

For the man of opulence, the farmer, or sportsman, by whom that noble
animal the Horse will ever be deservedly valued, the most eminent writers on
the veterinary ark will be carefully consulted, and such remedies selected as
have procured the test of public approbation; nor will the diseases of that most
faithful and useful animal, the Doc, be forgotten.

In the plan which is thus submitted to the public, the great aim will be to
supply those acknowledged defects which exist in 2 greater or less degree in most
books written on rural affairs,t and to form the most useful and complele Far-
wmer’s Library in the smallest compass, and at the least expense.

* See Sir John Sinclair's Observalions on this subject, Farmer's Magazine, vol. il p. 388.
% Nearly one thousand volumes have been consulted in the course of the work, the author of
each of which will be noticed as his work 1s guoted.

LoV
Il oMa)V
each page eontaining nearly as much matter

1. This work will be published in parts,
as four puges of any common printed quarte

one of which will regularly appear on the i
first day of every month. s work.

1. The whole will be comprisedin fweloe $ V. Dach partwill be illustrated by six
parts, the first part of which will be pub- ¥ elegant engrawings, finely printed in colours,
lished on the first of August, 1806, price E descriptive of the improved breeds of Hri-

: tish live stock, agricultoral implements,
Y grasscs, &e. &ec. executed by arlists of £
S first eminence, from drawings by mesterso)
3 known Cefi_‘.’?.'f!_'.f. By Iy

s VI The first part will be a faithful spe-
} cimen of the whole work,

ten shillings and sixpence.

I1L. The work will be elegantly printed
in quarfo ona s uperfine wove paper, and upon
an entire new type, cast for the purpose.

1V. Ecah part will contain ninety-six
pages closely printed in double columns;
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