


MH04
LEP

PUDEET

SYRLRUED
1
11

0007-1

Kin

an7

INES

OO

2

Bay

uA

7

11

44

mm

RE

malen

uu

BEEIN

ENNSIGET

abn

p

Seen

SEIS

amen

7

wm

um

<<

E :

3

=

m

43



<=--

'

" VHB
;

AGRICULTURAL MAGAZINE .

No . LXXXIIIL . ] JUNE ; 1806 . [ VorL. XIV .

THE SUSSEX LABOURING OX .

[ With a Plate annexed . ]

The ſame gentleman who procured us the plate for Number 79 , ( Merino
Ram, ) has very obligingly furniſhed us with the portrait of a labouring
oX of the Suſſex breed , uſed four ſeaſons , both ':at plough and cart , on
the farm of a diſtinguiſhed cultivator of that county .

For the Agricultural Magazine .

N the Subject of ox - lJabour , volumes have been written ,
but it has in a Jate treatise been brought to a point ; the

adverse arguments of Messrs . Cully and Bailey , and others ,

being confronted with nearly whatever can be Said in its fa -

vour . It appears that oxen have been often rejected on very
insuflicient grounds , and that they are not even made the

most of , by those who use them in preference . Sluggish and

improper breeds have been tried , and very properly rejected ;

again , in counties where the practice generally prevails , the

bullocks are Sometimes s0 poorly fed , that a most inconvenient

and - unnecessary number of them are obliged to be kept in

yoke . They are accustomed to yoke a great many together
in Sussex and Kent , even to six or eight in a plough , for va -

T10US reasons ; Sometimes on account of the work being very
StUff and heavy , at others , merely because the bullocks - are

young , and may be better trained at light work . The Sussex

yoke is also generally too heavy ; indeed we think the labour -

ing ox is well deserving of harness , instead of tbe galling
yoke ; but if the latter must be used , we prefer that of the

West , and are given to understand that the yoke used in Lord

Somerville ' s work , is light and convenient . The oxen ofthe

famous county of which we now give a specimen , are like

their Sheep ( the South - downs ) truly excellent , yet the former

are large - boned , and certainly too high in the leg ; neverthe -

less we are not convinced , that for labour , they have any su -

periors , excelling both for Speed and power in heavy work .

The farm - Servants in Sussex , Say their oxen walk 1rull as fast

Ag. Mag . Voh 14 . 3C
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as their horses , either at plough or cart ; and whether it be
from imagination merely , we are unable to determine , but we

eally Suppose Sussex and Kentish beef to be superior in fa -
vour , to most Species of this country . The chief established
Jabouring breeds , are the - - Drvon , HerREFORD , Sussex ,
and GLAMORGAN , which may be propagated in any part of
this country , either intire , or by the introduction of bulls , for
the purpose of a cross from proper Shaped home - bred cows .
Bulls generally work well , and are capable of great labour :
the noble Lord just mentioned , has occasionally worked bulls
to great advantage .

< orenarereIIREIEEDEB numm umm

PROPOSAL FOR THE COMMENCEMENT AND GRADVAL COM -
PLETION OF A GLOSSARY , OR EXPLANATION OF THF
VARIOUS TERMS USED IN HUSBANDRY AND RURAL AF -

FAIRS , IN THE DIFFERENT DISTRICTS OF BRITAIN .

By the Editor .

N the advantages of this measure , in Several puints of

view , there can be no dispute ; and as it scems to be a
favorite object with most of the correspondents of the maga -
zine , the execution Is respecttully Submitted to themselves , as

the best qualified for the task . One gentleman bad already
engaged for his own district , but bad health and indispenst -
ble avocations have hitherto prevented the fulfilment of his

Patriotic intention . We have yet no doubt of his punctuali -
ty , in due time . In the interim our recommendation is , that

Some one correspondent , in each county or district , will , to
each communication , SubjJoin by way of postscript , the names
and uses of Such a list , as may at the instant occur to his me -

mory , of every implement , or object appertaining to farming
affairs . Recollection will Soon point out those terms wbich

are probable to be peculiar or provincial , and those which are

general and needless to repeat , as cart , waggon , plough . In

Suffolk as an example of the proper objects of a glos5ary, =
and Essex , and generally . in Norfolk , a dung cart is called a

rumbrill , and the divisions of ploughed lands , sfetehes , consisSt =

ing of a number of furrows . In other counties and occasi -

onally in the zame , these stetches are denominated 7idges . =-
In Hants , Berks , and part of Surrey , they are called lauds , and

10 describe their extent , the term bout , or turn ofthe plough
is in use , as five , v7 Seven bout lands . The general garden
term Ib Lhecase , Seems to be bed , and inspeaking ol theraised

and rounded partings of land in the Flanders , or rather Belgie
culture , we make use of the term bed .

“ Thus much , or rather thus little , by way of illustration of
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our meaning , with the addition , that Should the propozal prove

agreeable to our correspondents , it will be our future business

- 10 collect the Scattered fragments into a useful whole ,

- - - - ====neangiii tei

MR . BARTLEY ON SHEEP .

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
SIR ,

HALL I trespass on your patience to favor me with the in -

Sertion of a letter of mine , in reply to one from a gentle -
mano in North Wales , enquiring the price of a Second rate

Merino Ram , to which was added , the following P . S .

P . S . Pastorius , Number 81 , page 222 of the Agricultural
Magazine Says ;

“ He is informed there is a Spanish Ram ,

within two miles and a half of Alnwick , covered with a coarse

coat of Yorkshire Manufacture . " - - Surely he must have been

misinformed . If they require any thing like Such care they
will not do for this country . "

THE ANSWER .
< In reply to your favor of the 28th past , I have a Merino

ram which I would spare you at guineas , and which

I doubt not , would very considerably improve your descrip -
tion of Sheep in the descending crosses - = for instance , in the

Ürst cross , the improvement I guess would be double , at least

in the weightof the fleece , and to add to the quality morethan

one Shilling per pound ; and as you Seem to Suppose that an

increase in the weight of the carcase would be also an im -

provement , [ am apt to conclude tbat Such increase might
be from two to three pound per quarter, and still more in Sub -

Sequent crosses , as well as in the weight and value of the fleece .

« In reſerence to the Indicerous Story of Pastorius as to the

Yorkshire vestment , I presume it Suggested itself to him from

the practice adopted by Leicester breeders ( himself being their

champion ) , of wrapping their tups in flannel . In point of

fact , I know not a hardier race of Sheep than Merino , or bet -

ter adapted to resist inclement Situations , without exceptiotz
of your mountaineers , of which I have also had Some expe -

rience . A gentleman in this neighbourhood is not a little

partial to the latter breed , having added to his flock last Sea -

Son upwards of fifty ewes ; their lambs by a ram of mine , now

running by their Sides . Some years ago a ewe of his Sort

produced him a first cross , the fleece of which at the first
, ' *

Shear weighed Six pounds .

« The coat of the ewe was less than two . pound .
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- Taappeal to your judgment ,if little Sheep of ten or eleven
pounds per quarter , 50 clothed would Stand in need of a Lez -
cester Jacket .

The numberreferred toin the gentleman ' s letter I have not
'

yet Seen . I remain Sir ,

your obedient 5ervant ,
June 1st , 1806 NEHEMIAH BARTLEY .

ON WHEAT , POTATOES , &c . ( IN ANSWER

TO MR . BRIGHTLEY . )
To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .

SIR , ;
" RECEIVED in good part the strictures of your able cor -

respondent Mr . Brightley , number 82 , on my remarks as
to the excellent properties of the potatoe - - but I conceive that
in a considerable degree , my intention and meaning is mis -

apprehended by that gentleman .
No person can entertain a much higher opiniop of the im -

portant value of wheat than myself , nor can any perzon more

regret that its culture is not 50 extended asto preclude the ne -

cessity of foreign importation , by which in the course of se -
vera ] years past , a great number of millions Sterling have been
lost to the country , and this regret is the more sensibly felt in

contemplating the period when it was otherwise , for I remem -
ber that period when the balance of the corn trade was much
in favor of this country .

Wheat , as it ought , will always be an object of culture of
first rate importance , nor did I propose the potatoe in the na -
ture of a Substitute ; perSuaded as I feel myselfthatthe exten -
Sion of both would be productive of consequences highly sa -

Intary , provided a cheap - and expeditious method could be de -
rived of concentrating the nutritious quality of the latter , for

a Jong period of preservation .
In the absence of 50me Such expedient , it must be obvious

to alimost every planter , that there are frequent instances of
1oss towards the cloze of the Scason , when the roots are not to
be restrained from vegetation ; but in Some Scasons 1 have
known by the experience of myself , and many others , that this

loss has been Serious and heayy , inducing also , Sometimes the

opposite extreme , a Scarcity , in the Subsequent season . Mr .

Brightley allows amongst others of my positions , that notwith -

Standing the encouragements by the board of Agriculture ,
the culture of the potatoe has been too much neglected ; bur
I| could wish to Seeits culture extended 9n a more regular and

permanent basis , than by any partial and temporary incites
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ment , and which are Seldom propozed until the calamity of

Scareity Is already existing , or apparent . The permanent
incitement 1 consider to be Some Specific method for conti -

nued prezervation of the Surplus crop , whenever a considera «

ble excess might happen ; and at present none better occurs

to me than that which I have adverted to : but it would afford

me extreme Satisfaction , if , in conzequence of my starting the

zubjett , any thing better Should occur to Mr . Brightley , or

any other of your intelligent correspondents ; for in what -

ever degree Mr . B. may Suppose me to be actuated by the pa -

roxysms of enthusiasm ; I may with truth assure you , thathow -

ever I may be mistaken in the means , my Sole motive is to

contribute to the interests of agriculture , the o2der , and per -

haps the better , Sister of commerce .

Mr . B . Seems to infer that I may be a Sort of adept in the

new chemical nomenclature - - no Such thing ; I have no where

I think employed the terms hydrogen , oxigen , nitrogen ,
azote , CC . &C .

'

In proposing Something of an outline analysis of the pota -
toe , ( which thus I have very frequently analyzed ; ) 1 only men -
tioned Such component parts as are Sufhicient ] y obvious to
the Senses , namely , water , fibre , and farina ; not concluding
that chemical research 18 to be altogether rejected , in promot -

ing the practical knowledge of agriculture , but that those

terms were familiar and adequate to the understanding of

Practical men , and the things Signified , answerable to the in -

tention .

It has been matter of Serious regret that no effectual method

hath hitherto been devised , for preserving 50 precious an ar -
ticle of food as the potatoe , beyond that period which is well

known to every cultivator ; that which 1 have proposed ,I con -
Sider not only to be the only effectual method , but that after

a due degree of experimental appreciation , it will be generally
adopted .

1 introduced the Subject with design that Such experiments
might be more generally tried by Such as have inclination,op -
portunity or leisure , and 1ihey need not be tried on Such a Scale

as , in case of failure , would be Seriously detrimental to the ex -

perimentor . In my own particular practice , ] have known

the potatoe to vary in price from 1s . to 125 . a hundred ; the lat -

ter may be taken as for wheat at 12s . per bushel , and to im -

ply as the fact was , an uncommon Scarcity of the article . - -

At the former price it must be evident at first Sight , that on a

commodity 50 bulky , the farmer would be Scarceiy reimburs -

ed bis expences . Many years ago , however , 1 Sold at this

price , delivered three mites distant nearly oue hundred tons ,
a stil ) grever quantity remaining oa hand , altogether unsale =
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able ; in consequence a very considerable quantity was entirely

wasted - - but on 5ome part 1 fed through the winter , twelve

working oxen of the Devon breed : they fed wholly on pota -

toes and Sweet barley Straw , each ad ibitum ; and at the time

of being turned out to grass in the Spring , they were in condi -

uon 50 remarkably good , as to be the admiration of every one

who 5aw them . Butif at the present period I were i1) posSes -

Sion of Sucha Surplus quantity , I think 1 Should be tempted
to detach the farina , and to wait a more propitious opportu -

nity of application .
In a raw State potatoes are not thought to be an excellent

food for pigs , and 1 ain very much of the Same opinion , raising
from this consideration , thai even the best , or most mealy va -

rieties contain nearly three - fourths water ; the inferior Sorts

perhaps more than Seven - eights , and the latter trash , for the

Most part ,1 Suppose , may fall to the lot of those aulmals , any

5ort of 1rash being generally thought good enough for them ;
on the contrary I am of opinion wih Mr . Brigbtley , that

even for them the best , or mozt farinaceous varieties , ought

studiously to be Selected by the planter , the more especially ,
as referring to my own practice , 1 have obtained crops full as

large from the best as from the interior .

On the subject of Selection , I am . desirous of giving Mr ,

Brightley all ihe Satisfaction in my power , very narrowly cir -

gumscribed as it isz for which purpose I may further trespass

on your indulgence for a place in some one of your Subse -

quent numbers .

I remain Sir ,

Twerton near Bath , your obedient Servant ,

June , 1806 . NEHEMILAH BARTLEY .

SE endeSIN

DRILL - CULTURE AND EXPENCES OF LAND - - PO -

TATOES , BARLEY , CLOVER , WHEAT .

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .

S1R , Kent , June 8 , 1806 .

F you tbink tbe following plan of management of eighty
acres of good loamy Soil , ( part of a larger farm ) Situated

near a town where plenty ofmanure is to be had , and demand

for any quantity of potatoes and clover to be Sold Standing to

ihe cowkeepers , &c . &c . worth insertion in your Magazine ,
it is at your Service for that purpose , premising It 15 not an

actual account for one year , but a fair average of Several ,

that 1 bave practised the following rotativn . Ist potatoes ,

2d barley , 3d clover , 4th wheat - - twenty acres each .

Mode of operation . As Soon alter wheat Season as possible ,

plougb the wheat gratten , and in the spring carry out the

gung , thirty loads ot long per acre , and Spread on the land ,
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In April or May plant the potatoes , ( SIX Sacks per acre ) by
opening balks with a plough at eight to the rod , drop the Seed

by women , and cover it ' by spliting the ' balks , ( it may perhaps
be more eligible , not t0 carry out the dung till after the balks

are opened , then to be pulled from out of the cart by men ,

and the Seed deposited on the manure ) , when you expect the

potatoes to appear , dress ' the land down fine , and continue

band - hoeing and Skimming them as necessary , In August

earthing them up with a double mould - board plough . The

latterend of October and November , the crop to be ploughed
up by a plough opening every other furrow , to be picked by
women and children by the Sack , thenthe other furrows to be

opened and picked , when finiShed let the land be well harrowed

with a heavy harrow well loaded , and again picked . It may
then be left till Spring , and im March ploughed and immedi -

ately drilled with barley , ( bree bushels per acre, ) from Seven

to nine inches apart , when up , to be hand - boed and s0wn

with clover , which may the next Spring be either gypsumed
or coal - ashed . The clover , ( if handy to a town where there

1s a demand , to be Sold Standing at per perch , the purchasers
to cut , remove , &c . ) if no demand , to be enher fed with

Sheep till Jane , ( in which case the one - fourth part of trefoil

Seed Should be mixed ) andthen Seeded ,or the first crop or both

may be mown for hay . In November , the lay to be plough -
ed and Grilled with wheat , ( three bushels per acre ) at from

Seven to nine inches apart , and well hand - hoed and hand -

weeded during the Summer . The land is perpetvally clean ,
and may be continued ad infinitum , in a constant state of

amelioration , and few indeed are the acres that would zeces -

Sarily require - a fallow . If the land Sickened of clover being
repeated every fourth year , a crop of tares might be takenin

one course - - ifof potatoes , cabbages may be substituted also

for one course .

POTATOES : . EXPENCGESLZ . & €

To ploughing wheat - gratten 4 0100

Harrowivg 5 . a WT 2020

30 loads of dung and carriage 4 74 0/-- 0

Spreading Ä Ä 2 E 5 0 . 1 . 26

Furrowing and covering seed E 0 : 55,00

Seed and planting . . . 2 . 0 . 0

Harrowing when 1ihe potatoes appear H 9 . 6

Hand - hoeing 45 . 6d . Skimming and earth -

103 73 . 3 4 3 20 : 11 8

Picking up 120 zacks at 3d per Sack 1110 - 8

Ploughting up, harrowing , and Storing | (WEN, 100522€
Rent , rates , and ty1ihe 3 . 9 . 3 . 0

Total 15 18 6
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PRODUCE« LE55 . 00
By 120 sacks at 45 . ' + Em ei 24 00
Expences 5 4 . 15 18 6

Profit per acre B:: KL 0

men wren
Profit on twenty acres . 161 10 0

BAREN IIREKTE NENN :
To plowing - . 0 : 12 . . ,0
Harrow and Roll ; 046
Drilling and hand - hoeing 0 . 1 . 3 . . .

Mowing 238. 6d . binding 25 .
carrying |

68 . . : . ,0 . 40 . 6

"Threshing 128 . binding Straw 45 016 0
Seed G 3 : 0: 4101 0
Rent , rates , and ty he ; 4 8 . 0 . . 0

"Total 5. 0 : 0

PRODUCE .

By 6 quarters of barley at 308 . per ENIE 9,40 . 0: .
2 Load of PHE . 2 400

13 % , +0

Expenee, . 5. 4 . 54 0

Profit per aere 7 1i5 0

Profit on 20 acres 3 4 155 0 0
= = = ZD0E

CLOV ER . - - - - EXPENCES .
" Po Seed and sowing 080
Stone picking 3 5 R 0 . 2 . 0
Coalash or gypsum E 1 310 DD
Mowing , &c . < 015 0
Rent , rates , and tythe “ 2 „ HB. ,0

Total 5 . 4 . 4 . 0
PRODUCE .

By 4 ton of hay ; Du 12 . . 40 . . 0

Expence 5 « 0

Profit per aere 6 . 19 0

Profit on twenty acres . . 189 0 0

Memorandum , I have gold clover Standing , clear of all

expences , as bigh as Seventeen guineas per acre .
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WHEAT . - - - - EXPENCES . L. S- d .

To ploughing | ; ] 0,112 » : 0

Harrowing aod drilling % 03 : 541 ' 0

Hand - hoeing v 2 O134338 20

Harvesting , &c . i „ 0 - 18 : 70

Threshing , &c . ; k 44 : 48 : 50
Seed 5 y “ NENE GE

Rent , rates , and tythe T 9:6 6 : 0

Totab : 6, %* %7 . 56

PRODUCE .

Zy 4 quarters , at 31 . per quarter : 1210 . 70
Straw 483 . Stubble 685. 4 4 2,14 " 0

14 14 O

Expence 6% M6

Profit 87 163576

Profit on 20 acres 4 2 166 : 10 : 0

RECAPITULATION .

Expence Produce Profit p. acre Total profit
SEH SIE 0805 90. 20:44 0. 538; 5008 LIESEL DE

Dotaioes : 45//18 - ; - G. . . u . 24 : : 000 . 28 . 4 %AI EMEINL0 00. 4805 16 . 1510 : 0

Baney 7? 5 5 404 . 213 . 0 10 . 23 21,5 % 082. 4123155 : 9O: 350
Clover M EBee Ode LIS OE QE124 04410, + 08 . 24 : 1391 0: 0
Migas 16,471 0 : 2 . 14 : 14 0 . . . 8 . 10 3: 0 . 23 % 166 10 O

" Total profit per annum on 80 acres 6225 - 0

I am , Sir , your constant reader ,
A MAN OF KENT :

eee . . . eee

ON THE COMPARATIVE LABOUR OF MULES , ASSES , HORSES ,
AND OXEN , AND ON THE SCARCITY OF BREAD CORN )
IN ANSWER TO P. P.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
SiR ,

VE correspondent P . P . desires an opinion on the fol -

lowing Subjeets - - “ how far muiles ought to be employed
for labour of difilerent kinds ; and how it happened , that not -

withstanding the extensive annual enclosures , and the great
improvements Said to be made in agriculture , and the increage

210 : Mam Hal . 14 . 305
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of its produce , we are continually making Such vast impor -
tations of foreign wheat , and other grain , whereas formerly
we were an exporting country ? "

The keeping of mules for farm - labour , or drivivg them in

a Coach , as Wwasthe practice of the late Mr . Skey , ot Bewdley ,
resulis generally , l apprehend , from whim or the affectation

of Singularity ; or even if the parties taking Such steps really
act from motives of SupposSed iInterest , Such are not probably
the result of any very profound or extensive calculation . - -

One or two gentlemen in Berks , and in the West , have tilled

heir lanc , and done tbeir carting business with asses . Au -

otber has contrived a hand - plough , and turned up his Soil with

human Jabour . Doubtless it is Saying nothing to draw argu -
ments against any . particular practice , because it deviates from

those in general use , but deviations Surely ought to have Suf -

Ücient grounds for their Support . Phe advantages on the Side

of mules and asses , are , the smallness ot their first cost , their

cbheapness of maintenance , compared with horses , their little

Jiabitity to diseases of any kind , andthe very long duration of

their Services , of the mule particularly ; to which may be ad -

ded,their general Ssurefootedness .

In Stoney and billy , or - almost . impassible eountries , much

may be Said for their use , and a great deal more in favor of

iheir cheapnessin all respects , to poor peoplein small country

business , and yet the latter , in Britain at least , are observed

Dever to retain their use any longer than . their inability to de

better , lat is t0 ' Say , to purchase horses , Subsists .

' Vo argue in the style of the ledger , aritlunetically , a me -

thod of infinite excellence , and whicb , bad it been adopted
Some fourteen or filteen hundred years 2990 by divines and

polemics , would have Saved a world of misery and blood ; - -
Jet us revert to the per contra Side of the account of mules

and asses . Here we Shall perhaps find facts , as Stubborn as

the animals themselves , which will militate totally agamst
their use any where , but in the pedling line . In the case of

Strong work , a man must keep a great number of Such inferior

beasts , to do the labour of two orthree horses , and even then ,
his business , if ever horough ] y executed , must be done at mi -

Serable and teazing shifis . It is Seldom also , that Speed or

dispatch can be made , with any of the ass kind , and in fine ,

allowing their full mwerits , the mall Size of the horse genus
will ever be their Superior at any labour , with perhaps the ex =

ception ' ofthat over mountainous countries . ' Vo what pur -

Pose insist on the Superior cost of the horse if He pay it himself ?
The great age to which the mule will labour , perhaps even to

his tbirtietb year , has been much insisted on ; to this Mr .
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Lawrence has answered , that the ox never grows old,Since yon

may labour him , eat bim , aud renew bim ad zufinitum : and ,

laughably as Some may think , but in appearance very Serlous -

1y ou his own part , he recommends alight variety ofthe ox

for inferior purposes of the Saddle . Nor is Such a thing with -

out precedent , Since the Righ ! Hon . George Rose has an an -

nual 0x race Dear his Seat in Hampshire , in which Some of

tirese hborned racers have been known to come through tbe

four mile course , at the rate ol fifieen miles per hour , carrying

a lusty plough - jockey ; and fartbher , although it be not gene -

rallv known , the letters have been carried a Stage in that

neighbourhood , by a bullock hackney , for Several years past .

Doubiless mules and aeses wight be much inproved both in

breed and by Superior keep ; aad 80 may tbe interior and

Smaller breeds of horses , which leaves the question precisely

as we found it .

With respect to the Second question , or ihe Scareity of

grab , and need of constant import of late years , DO doubt , 1

couceive , ought to be made , that however extensive our home

growth has been , it has proved to be by no means zuficiently
50 . What can be a better proof that we ought to break up

more of our own wastes , than a defect in the quantity of the

Ärst necessary , andihe obligation ol procurimg it from foreign
countries ? All other considerations Seems extraneous ; but

were we 10 go deeply and extensively into the Subject , it would

Ltunk , appear in the conclusion , that a rapidly increaSing po -

pulation , both at home and in t' ' € colonies we partly feed,to -

gether with the inevitable waste of the pvresentstate ot war , and

warlike preparation , are the grand causes of the deficat in ques -

tion . Suppose these causes temporary , are We tO deter in

consequence , a culture of our wastes , and 80 Suffer the coun -

Uy 10 Starve a while on Speculation ? 1 demand of certain

persons , what Sort of a Situation this country might be

in , next year , 3bould the calamity of a general blight and

mildew recur this Summerz a thing 1 believe improbable , but

by no means impossible ? To talk of inferior modern cul -

türe , and the inferior comparative product of our arable lands ,

I have reason to know from extensive information , is to talk ,

pitiable nonsense . What then is to be done ? Take away

every unfair and dishonest bar to the eulture of our wastes ,

the withholding of wbich from the use and Sustenance of the

people , is a gigantic fraud upon the country ,

Tadcaster , Juue 12 , 1806 , Q . Q .
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ON DRILLHUSBANDRY COMPARED WITH BROAD
CAST , AND ON WIDTH OF INTERVALS :

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
SIR ,

N the Jast number of your miscellany , your Essex corres -
pondent Says

“
my information Since last month has cou -

firmed the idea , that in the north , thev drill Scarcely any tbing
but turnips ' and beans . " - - 1 can assure him , however , that in
Northumberland we drill all orts of grain ; and that that me -
thod of cultivating Wheat and Barley is practised upon a
Pretty extensive Scale . Undoubtedly the broadcast mode
of raising culmiferous crops , Still predominates ; but our ne -
Cessities , arising from the pressure of our enormously high
rents , will ( if they are not 80 high as to diminish our agricul -
tural capital, ) probably execite zuch a Spirit of improvement ,
that the drill husbandry will 50on be greatly extended . Simi -
Jar causes will , in all probability , produce Similar effects in
Scotland , where , I believe , drilling is not 80 extensively prac -
tised as in Northumberland . On this partof the Subject , how -

ever , your North British friends are unquestionably well in -

iormed , and 1 Should be glad to See their Sentiments in your
Magazine .

1 am as decided an advocate for “ the superiority of the

general drill husbandry
"

as your correspondent in Es5ex ;
but , till I receive , from well conducted comparative experi -
ments , Such information as will convince me that Lam wroug ,
I must retain the opinion ( which I expressed in your SIst .

number ) that in the drill culture of turnips a greater produce
may be obtained than in the drill culture of corn , comparing
each species of crop with the broad - cast husbandry . All my
own experience confirm this opinion . " Those , however ,
which are recited in the above number of your work , Seem to

require farther explanation . 1 Said “
your Eszex friend ac -

knowledges that he is unacquainted with our dsill mothod of

cultivating turnips . 1 have repeatedly tried that and the

broad - cast husbandry with the greatest accuracy ; and the

crops * under the former have always been Superior 1n the
ratio of four to three . " - - Wirh respect 10 the experiments in
the culture of wheat , I observe that I have omitted ( owing
probably to the prezsure of business ) to mention the quan -
tities produced by the acre ; and of course , though I Stated
thatall the crops were greautf,the proportionate produce of turn -

* There 1s a typographical error in tlis , as in other parts of my letter .
It ſeems particularly neceſſary to ſay , that at page 249 , line 7, the words
FOR WHEAT are omitted ; and that at page 242 , line 14; ( from the foot )
CULTIVATOR ſhould have been CULTIVATORS »
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nips could not be compared with that of the corn . I must ,
therefore , now inform your readers,that in the first wheat ex -

Periment ( See page 249 , number 81, ) the broad - cast Crop pro -
duced ,
Winchester bushels per acre , 834 weighing 58I1b per bush .
The drilled at 10 * inches intervals 332 ditto 58 ditio
And the drilled with 9 ditto ditto 36 ditto 59" ditto

Anu in the Second ,
The broadcast erop produced 40 ditto 59 ditto
The drilled at 10 * inches intervals 40 ditto 509'"' dito
Andthe drilled at 9 ditto ditto 42 * ditto 60 ditto

Your readers will now more clearly perceive a part of the
reas0ns upon which I founded my opinion relative to the com -
parative Superiority of the drill Culture of turnips over that of
Corn :ZT

In the Northumberland turnip husbandry , it is as 4to 3
In the first . wheat ENDETEN "aS I SESSELN EL QUEST
ZUA SECOHU CHO = a 24235 Zs 105 to 10X

But , an Essex farmer Says
“ it is impossible to reckon my

experiments decisive as to width of intervals , because , in a
great number of trials at various periods , by other experi -
nenters , the reSults have been different . " Lamready to ac -
knowledge that the results of Some trials which have been
made by other experimenters , have been different from

T those which I have laid before your readers . But though
10y trials ( in which the Superiority of the drilled crops , in
corn and Straw , added to the Saving of Seed , +3 equal to about

thirty Shillings per acre ) afford Sufficient encouragement to
prefer the drill husbandry , 1 cannot think it 50 very advan -

tageous as Some wriiers have represented . Where lands have
been long in tUllage , or abound with root , and other weeds , I
can readily conceive that the advantages of drilling will - be
Mmost Couspicuous , because the particles of earth ( wich be «
come more adhesive from long aration ) can be easily di -

vided , and the weeds eradicated , by mean3 of hoeing . =-
But why continue land Jong in tillage ? Or why 80w corn
where weeds abound ? Upon Such Soils , however , 1 would
entertain no doubt of obtaining double the weight of turnps ,
by the Northumberland mode of culture , than could be ob -
tained in the broadcast husbandry , the quantity and quality
of the dung , and other circumstances , being equal . But
even this result would not , perhaps , Satisfy your Eszex Corr

* I mean when the drilled turnip and corn cerops ' are compared with those
obtained ( by accurate experiments ) in the broadcast husvandry -

+ I understand that your correſpondent alludes to the quantity , and net
to the value of thc produce .
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:

respondent - He would probably rewind me of till greater

advantages from the drilling of culmiferous crops ; for in Dr .

Dickson ' s “ complete System of Modern Husbandry " - - a most

valuable work , it appears that the Rev . Mr . Cook obtained ,

by drilliog , upon a cold elay Soil , forty - four busbels five gal -

Jons and two quarts of wheat per acre ; and upon the adjoin -

ing Jand under the broadcast busbandry , only nine buzhels

four gallons and two quarts . An astonishing difference ! and

Such , 1 wust own , as would “ reduce turnip drilling t0 a mere

matter of Straw " . Whetrber there is any mistake in this ac =

count , I canpot determine ; 1 can only Say that it is Dot nO -

ticed in the Doctor ' s list of errata .

From ,all I have Seen and heard , of the drilling of culmi -

ferous crops in Some of our best cultivated districts , I canvot

account for the results of zome experiments , but by SuppoSing

a want of accuracy , or that the land has been in a foul State .

1 would entertain this opinion , even ' when the drilled and

broad - cast crops , are in the proportion of four to three ; aud

I Shouid be much obliged to your Essex friend , if be would

communicate to your readers , a detailed account ot the ex -

periments to which be bas alluded . Lrequest , bowever , that

he will be very minute , not only as to the produce , but

als0 in statuing all the difierent operations of ploughing , har -

T0WINS, manßuring , S0owiDg , hoewg , reaping , thrashing , &Cc ,

and the quantities of Seed ; for 1 intend to analyze and eXxa >

mine them , with be eye of a pretty old and extensive practi -

cal farmer . Attention to minute in these matters , has al -

ways appeared bighly necessary to me ; and I have often re -

gretted that Some of out Very zealous advocates for the drill

husbandry , have vot been Sufficiently explicit in their publi -

cations of experiments . 1 cannot reckon a comparative trial

fair and accurate , unless the crops are raised under precisely

imilar eireumstances , ( excepting the difference arising trom

the different modes of culture . )

I agree with your correspondent in Essex , “ that the result

of a Single experiment or 1wo in farming matters , often SIg-

nifies very little ; " and ove reason why I entertain this opinion

is , that they are often conducted without the neces5ary judg -

ment and accuracy . But even wben they are Jjudiciously

made , 1 would certainly pay more regard to a Series of wmials

for four 10 Seven years , than to ' one Or 1WO. When 1 make

zwo accurate experiments , however , in conformity to tbe

principles wbich 1 advanced in your November Number - -

with corresponding results , 1 cannot but allow them to have

great weight , wben Lestimate the advantages of any particulag

mode “ of culture - 1 bave not , however , recommended nipe

iuches as the most profitable width of interval , upon all 5orts
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of Jand and in all Seasons . I described the Soil upon which

my experiments were conducted . 1 likewise mentioned the
ume of Sowing , and recommended that width in the Spring
cultivation of light friable ground ; adding that “ in autumnal

Sowing , on more deep and fertile Soils , perhaps these inter
vals are 100 narrow . " And as a proof that I really think so ,
1 can Statethat I now have between Seventy and eighty acres
of wheat , upon loams and Stronger 5011s, drilled at ten inches
and a half intervals .

I never drilled any white corn at the disetance of eighteen
inches between rows ( the intervls which are preferred by a
Reverend acquaintance of your Essex correspondent, ) but I
now have a small quantity growing , upon 5ome experiment
ground , with intervals of fourteen or filteen inches , the rezult
of which will enable me to Judge with more precision respect -
ing these great distances . If 1 am to form an opinion , how -
ever , upon the practice of 50ome ofour best cultivated counties *
the width of eighteen inches will have bat few Supporters in
the present enlightened times . Soon after the days of Jethro
Tull , even greater distances would have had their advocates

among theoretical agriculturists . But in pregent Practice ,in
tervals of from Six to twelve inches are preferred by almost eve -
ry eultivator in this kingdom ; and I believe a very great ma -

Jority - consider nine inches , or thereabouts , as the most profit -
able distance . Much , however , as I have already observed ,
depends üpon the time of Sowing and the nature and condi -
tion of the goil .

It is evident ſrom the diScussion which your friend in Es -
Sex has brought forward , that Some difference of opinion ex -
iSts as to the produce most ad vantageous , width of intervals ,
and , perhaps , quantity of Seed , in the drilling ' of eulmiferous

€ rops ; and as the Subject is highly interesting to the agricul -
tural world , I am particularly desirous of Seeing it fully and
completely investigäted in the pages of your very uzeful ma -
gazine . When Lrefßlect uponthe zeal and intelligence of your
correspondents , in various parts of the kingdom , I confident -
1y rely upon their exertions , particularly in collecting facts ,
to bring it to Such an isSue as may be the means of maintain -
ing thie celebrity of your work , and of extending , upon the
Solid basis of experience , the mozt advantageous modes of cul -
ture , Inthe progecution of this design , I think I May reason -
ably expect the able assistance of Agricola Norfolciensis in
particular ; for he communicated to you , ian the last or Ppreced-

* Or the ſtatements of Mr . Young in , I think , his Eaſlern tour . Accor -
ding to theſe ſtatements , crops at eighteen inch intervals , have yielded ſcarce -
1y one halfof the quantities obtained by drilling at nine or ten inches .
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ing year the results of 50me relative experiments , which were

favorable to the practice of drilling , upon light Soils , at Inter -

vals of nine inches . He also stated his Sentiments upon the

t00 Small quantities of Seed used by Some of our most ardent

)
drillers ; and I fully agree with him . This gentleman can also

| communicate accurate information as to the practice of

| | drilling culmiferous crops in Norfolk , in which I bope he will

be zupported by your other correspondents in that county . - = -

! Thus Sir , you will probably be enabled to lay before your nu -

merous readers , a pretty accurate account of the drill husband -

ryin the counties of Norfolk and Northumberland ; whosze cul -

uvators , it will not be denied , stand high in the Scale of agri -
enultoral fame . Atpresent I think I may venture to state that

he general quantity of corn from the drilled crops of the for -

mer county * is to that obtained iD its broadcast husbandry , as

about thirty - Six to : thirty - one, or thirty - two , nearly . In this

county 1 have not heard that drilling has been followed by

greater advantages , where good husbandry has been pursued .

y
Tn most Situations , upon land in a perfectly clean State , I un -

v derstand the difference has not been 50 great in favor of that |

| > practice . '
| Below you have the results of all Mr . Amos ' s comparative

experiments in the drilling of culmiferous crops . ( Extract -
ed from his “ Theory and practice of Drill Husbandry ) .

intervals . quantityof Seed bushels «.

7 111. Oats . Produce of the drilled acre S inches 32 Pecks 56

/ Ditto . Ditto broadcaſt ditto 50

k
2d. Barley . Produce of the drilled acre 9 ditto 8 ditto 58

/
Ditto ditto broadcast ditto 51

34 . Wheat . Produce of the drilled acre 7 ditto 36

Ditto ditto broadcast ditto 30 ? |

ath . Barley . Produce of the drilled acre 9 ditto S ditto 52 >
|

| Ditto ditto broadcaſt ditto 47 3

n 5th . Wheat . ditto of the drilled acre 9 ditto 8 ditto 42

/ Ditto ditto of broadcast ditto 36

ih | |
; 6th . Barley . ditto , uf the drilled acre 9 ditto 7 ditto 56 |

| Ditto ditto . of broadcast ditto 49 |
Mr . Amos bas not been suficiently explicit with regard to

tbese experiments . I am even at a loss to determine upon

what sorl of land they were made ; and whether ir : condition

]
was good , bad or indifferent . Their results , however , your

5 readers will remark , confirm my assertions relative to the Su -

perior advantages attainable in the Northumberland turnip

* This Ido in fupport of my propoſition reipecting the comparative ad -

vantages of drilling turnips and corn . Your Nortolk , friends are , doubt =

Jeſs , well informed , and if I am wrong as to the general ſuperion1ity of the

drilled corn crops of nat county , they will correct mt .

+ Which are generally ſown at intervals of about nine inches
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culture ; for that which is most favorable to your Essex cor -

respondent is only as Six to five in favor of drilling corn . - -
He will observe that Mr . Amos has given the preference to
nine inch intervals .

It is but fair , however , to State another astomislhaung ' result in

your friend ' s favor . “ The practical statements ( Says Dr .
Dickson ) of a later experienced drill cultivator , may probably
be muvre Satisfactory , and afford a more correct view of the

Superiority of the practice . ( The Doctor is not here , making
a comparison with Mr . Amos ' s trials . ) The writer after ashorit
trial with another drill machine , and becoming more acquaint -
ed with the nature of the drill culture from a more extenzive
obseryation ofit in different places , determined upon making
use of Mr . Cook ' s machine , and the method of management
which be has recommended . He began by drilling in No -

vember , 1791 , two acres and a half of light , dry , loamy , land ,
not worth more than twelve Shillings the acre , middling bar -

ley Soil , broken up from the state of a foul , poor pea stubble ,
with red lammas wheat , at therate of one bushel to the acre , in
rows with nine inch intervals ; anotherpart of the field , confes -

Sedly better by five or Six Shillings the acre , being 50wn at the
rate of two bushels to the acre in the broadcast method , and

managed in the best manner of that practice . The crop of
the broadcast Sowing was , on account of the thinness of that
of the drilled , it is Said , much Superior in its appearance du -

ring the winter , and the early part of spring ; but the other af -
ter being Scarified once in March , and horse - hoed the last
week in May , exhibited a decided superiority , the broadcast

declining considerably ; and on the crops being reaped , that

part under . the drill System afforded nineteen bushels and
three pecks on the acre ; while the part managed in the broad -
cast method did not produce quite five bushels on the Same ex -
tent ofland . " More experiments may bestated in your friend ' s
favor , at least with regard to comparative produce ; but your
readers will See in that which is last recited , a confirmation of

my Suspicious respecting the state of the land on which the
trials have afforded 80 much more corn in the drill , than in the
broadcast husbandry as would establieh his position . Par
inore , however , may be found , in the works of Dr . Dickson ,
Mr . Secretary Young , and other authors , to uphold what I
have asserted . In these the Superiority of produce in the

drill - husbandry , is from about Lwo to four , five , or zix
Winchester bushels per acre . These results were consonant
to the experience of farmers , whose Soils were clean and well
pulverised , when the Seed was committed to the ground ; and
I consider it as no small compliment to the Northumbrian ,

2344g . Mag . Yol . 14 . 3E
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and other able husbandmen , that they cannot obtain 5uch

great advantages from the drilling of culmiferous crops , as

the cultivators of Some other parts of the kingdom . What

would be the increase ofour already enormously high rents ,
if we could , like Some Southern cultivators , quadruple the

prezent produce of our broadcast crops of wheat ? If we could

raise from one hundred and Sixty to two hundred Winchester

bushels of wheat per acre , Northumbria ' s bleak hills and cold

retentive plains , would exceed the fertility of the Delta or

Benga)].
;

;
<< I never intended ( 5ays your Essex friend ) to give the

preference to broad - casting turnips . " In another part of the

Same page , he also Says ,
“ Idoubt very much the utility , and

have often Suspected the danger , of depositing the muck in

the turnip ridges . " It appears , therefore , either that he deems

the mode of drilling upon a flat Surface , or that of applying
the dung as in the broadcast way , Superior to our northern

practice . 1 hall be very glad to See his arguments in Support
of this opinion . In the mean time IE must briefly observe , that

in theory it appears of great conzequence to have the whole

of the muck well covered , and placed atittle below the earti

in which the Seed is deposited by the “ turnip drill ; " that in

accurate comparative practice , 1 have always found this mode
of application Superior to any other ; that it 25 Supported by
the almost universal practice of our Scottieh and Northum -

berland farmers ; and tbat in drilling turnip Seed upon a flat

Surface , at intervals of about twelve inches , I have not been

able to obtain greater crops than in the broadcast mode of

culture .

Tam , Sir ,
FE IE Yours , &c .

AGRICOLA NORTHUMBRIENSIS .

June 14 , 1806 .
j

P . S. I am Surprised at Some remarks of your Essex cor -

respondent , respecting the hoeing of drilled culmiferous

crops ; for I stated nothing to induce an opinion that I am

not friendly to that judicious practice . 1 stated that in one
of my experiments , the crops were hand - hoed ; and that, ,

owing to the mistake of a Servant , they were not horse - hoed .

I Should have found no greater difficulty , however , in horse -

hoeing the drills which were nine inches apart , than in horse -

hoeing those with the broadest intervals , ( ten inches and a

half . ) The land vpon which the other experiment was made ,
was not only as clean as a garden , but 50wn with grass - Seeds.
It was , therefore , not hoed ,

A . N .
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ON SPRING FOOD FOR CATTLE , BORECOLE OR KAIL , KOHL -

2ABI, &C . = - = ON THE POOR AND POOR LAWS = = IN ANSWER

TO R- W.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
SIR ,
AVING alittle leisure of late , I have found an agree -

able amusement in turning over the volumes of the

complete Set of the Magazine you lately Sent me by the

waggon , and Shall not omit to remind Several of my neigh -

bowrs , who have but lately become your Subscribers , to take

the advantage , as well as myself , of the information which is

to be obtained from having your work complete from its

first publication . I have obtained the promise of Several in -

telligent farmers to correspond with your Magazine , when -

ever any matter of information may occur , in particular of

an old friend in Hertfordsbire , on whose mature knowledge
in every thing relative to husbandry , you may Safely rely ,
not only as it respects his own district , but many other parts

of this iSland .

In Number 77 , p- 384 , [ found some very usefal reflec -

tions on that most important branch of husbandry , Spring -
Food for cattle , by Agricola Norftolciensis , one of the most

valuable correspondents or pillars of the Magazine : tbese

are also accompanied with the recommendation of Some

useful ' practice - It is a Subject in which I ought to have

much experience , my late father ' s husbandry being in its

zenith at that period when Arthur Young first Stirred up

the attention of our «cultivators to cattle crops of every de -

SCription ; in course , we have , at one period or other , tried

nearly every speCIes .
A . N . very feelingly and forcibly repeats , what both be

and I have , no doubt , too often Seen ; and his words , as fol -

low , Should be worked into a Sampler by the daughters of

certain farmers ( I Shall really recommend the measure to a

tenant of mine ) in order 10 be framed and giazed , and

hung up in the parlour .
“ How great Soever may have been .

the provision for cattle , which a prudent farmer has Secured

against the Severity of the winter season , yet it frequently

happens , in an unüsually backward spring , that an interya

of a month , and Sometimes even of two months , proves ex -

ceedingly distressing for want of grass , or other Spring food to

Supply its place . The consequence has been , that recourse

is bad to the artificial grasSes , in too early a State , which

then receive a check that they never recover from the whole

ensuing Summer . Nor does the mischief end there : the

cattle themselves are half - Starved , Stopped in their growth ,
and Seldom or ever become worth what they would have

been , but for this unfortunate period of general distres3 . "
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In the first place , TI rather wonder that A. N. did not men -
tion drawing and Storing common turnips , as a certain r e -
Source for the Spring ; 1 Say common turnips , because his

poor and Sandy Soil is not good enough , either to produce the
Swedigh of large Size , or full succulent quality . As to the

difiiculty he adverts to , of the hardness of the Ruta Baga , we
do not find it 50 prevalent in the Superior large and yellow
Species , and at any rate , we never fail of a remedy in Slicing
tbem . I1think him fortunate in finding a Substitute in Scotch
Kail , which 1really did not Ssuppose would Succeed Suffieiently
10 - pay ) on a p09r Sand , having been repeatedty disappointed
mnyself , by the Small bulk of that otherwise excellent article ,
on middling Joams . As to any dificulty in finding room for

it , that circeumstance did not occur to me , who never obzerve

any particular course of crops , a thing perfectly void of con -

Sequence where the whole of the land is underthe drill . My
on) ] y questions are , in contemplation of sowing , what articles
will be most in request , and whether the land be proper for
them . There is , 1 believe , a Species of perennial kail , which

being cut down and finiehed in April , on bein & manured ,
w! ll revive during tbe Summer , and be ft to begin upon the

following winter , through which it may,be used , until April
again . On this I request information from your Scotch cor -

respondents . Kail Sueceeding 50 well with A. N. surely be
cannot do better than to join it with the turnip culture , as a

Standing dependance , and provide accordingly . There is a

Superior kind of Kail , not yet sufBciently known or attained
in South Britain . As to the Kohlrabi , very inferior to Kail ,
Chorez a mitle tetes , Ruta Babaga , and other articles , it is of
course n0 longer any object of . concern . Cabbages must be

entirely outof the question upon Such a oil as A. N . describes ,
and I am at this instant writing in Sight of a crop of cabbages ,
Upon a strong , but cold clayey loam, which are comparatively
a Very poor crop , merely from insuficient goodness in the

Soll , which manure does not Sseem very greatly to amend . I
beg leave to recommend Burnet to A. N. which , on his Sandy
Soil , provided he Shuts it up early enough in the Summer , he
will find a most valuable Spring resource , at once nourishing
and medical to his Sheep .

.

I must next beg leave to notice the opinions of another of

your very able correspondents , and a Nortolk man also , : on
the Subject of the poor laws , on which I am truly Sorry to
declare , that I must , in conscience , totally disagree with him .
Alas ! this is among the misfortunes of humanity , that we
Cannot always agree in Sentiment with those whose talents
and good intentions we otherwige highly respect . I must
bowever be brief as the nature of the subject will admit ,
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having already nearly reached those bounds I had presented
to myself . It is a remarkable feature in R. W. ' s arguments ,
that be has generally reasoned ex parte , and like his pre -
cursor ; Mr . Malthus , either from that deficiency , which may
be occasioned by prejudice , in the Strongest minds , or from

design , bas left unnoticed a main principle , or governing
member of his Subject . Their hypotheses , in consequence ,
are invarlably lame on one Side . R . W, Says ,

“ The appear -
ance of our poor laws is beautifal on paper . ' =- 1 answer , there
has ever ' been one grand and fatal defect in our poor laws .
KR. W . exzemplifies tully , what the elder Mirabeau Said in
his Ami D' Hommes , tbat it is always expected of the poor ,
that their conduct Should be invarlably correct , in fact , that

they Should be Something more than human ; and they
bring us to the mote and the beam , and the conduct of the
Pharisees in the old Jewish Story . Why is our ill conduct in
the management of the money raised for the Supply of the

Poor , to be laid to their charge ? If temptation be placed
either in their , or our way ; 15 it not but too natural , that we
Should follow it ? The mültifarious parish business in which
I have been at different periods involved , however , Strongly
induces me to Suspect the accuracy of these pretended exor -
bitant grants of relief to the poor . Let us beware of tbe
conduct of the Pharisees of old , who laid burdens on men ' s
Shoulders , which they would not even touch with their fin -

gers . 1 have too often Seen , in times of general distress ,
that instead of fairly calculating the sum a family must ex -
pend for a mere Subsistence , they who had the disposal of
be funds , would , with grave and knowing faces , and nods
and winks , fix upon an arbitray allowance , however insufli -
cient , and tell the half - famished claimant he must Shift with
that , and that it was enough . I recollect also , at that af -

flicting period to all people of Sensibility , that a member of

Parliament was absurd and ignorant enough to remark , that
the poor were full of complaints and ungrateſul , and that
their equals , in other countries , were much worse fed , even to
the feeding upon bark of trees . Now , I must be free enough
10 declare , that generally Speaking , 1 knowof no bounden daty
of gratitude ſrom the poor in this case , more than from us to
them ; and it is of unspeakable importance , that these thiugs
be openly explained , Since they are 50 generally , aud may be
SO fatally misunderstood .

The labourer who bears the brunt of the day , and through
whose toil and Sweat continued to the end of life , the SUP-
port of life for a/l is procured , naturally Says , if he reßects
at all , why Should he be reduced to Starving and destroyiag
Shitts , wlulst those whom even his blood is Supporting , are
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rolling in full - fed luxury ? According to R . W' s account ,

there are 50me of them who really do reflect , and who well

know the title to Support in time of need , which they derive

from the still partial , and to them unfavourable laws of their

country - But Setting aside the positive direction of the

Jaw , is it ' possible , that men like Mr . Malthus and R . W .

can be ignorant why the English labourer has the clearest

right to his maintenance , when fairly unable to obtain it by

his labour ? Surely Such a thing must be imposSible . 1s it pos -

sible again , that men can stare at , and complain of the im -

mense amount of the poor ' s rates , and yet never Stumble

vpon the grand original cause ? Some writer that Ilately

turned over , has in a quotation , made Mr . Malthus 5ay ,

« ihat we are not obliged to maintain the poor when they

cannot obtain Subsistence by their labour . " 1 do not recol -

Jeet observing this in Malthus ' s book , and hope he will ugt

be found guilty of having made So weak and sorry a remark .

Are we then , to reward their long Services and sSufferings by

Jeiting them at last diewf hunger ? And exclusive of human

policy , is there neither obligation nor force in the natural law

of humanity . :

R . W' s . reading must be less extensive than I Should . have

expected , or he would not , Lthink , have found much novelty

in the idea of a population destitute of checks , doubling itself

every twenty - fve years . Besides , the position as Mr . Malthus

has ötated it , Sounds to me very nonsensically : for where did

we ever , or ever Shall we , find a population destitute of na -

tural or accidental checks , and in defect of those , of le -

gitimate , obvious , and practicable relief ? The quotation
from Malthus , about the Single parish , bad it fortunately been

known to Fielding , might have been introduced into the

tragedy of Tom Thumb , with much propriety and eflect .

Whoever doubted the truth of these pompous nothings , 50

admirably calculated to fatten those wizeacres , that are now

at a loss for brain food , Since plans for the conquest of France

and the delivery of Europe , are no longer digestible .
It is Sagely demanded, - - Could any Sum of money - that we

could give the poor , increase the Supply of wheat ? Suppress10g

a direct and obvious answer to that , I asx who occasioned

the scarcity ? Not the poor .
“ The noble independent Spirit

of the English peasant . " Once again , can it be possible ,
that either Mr . Malthus , or R . W . Sboutd be unaware , that

dependance is intailedfby law , upon he English peasant , 10

Consequence , that au application to the parish for relief , 15

no more adegradation to him , than in any public functionary »

for an increase of Salary . The quotation from Mr . Malthus

concerning the Swedes , is much to his discredit , whether as
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a man of feeling or of political Science . Isthere any reason

that Britons Should be abject and unreflecting Slaves , because

the Swedes are Such ? The impatience of the English la -

bourers at the near , or even distant approaches of misery
and want , not induced truly , by their ill conduct or omisslons ,
is that which is justly due to 1he Safety and comfort of them -

Selves and families . Are we to monopolize even foresight
and the power of complaint .

The matrimonial checks of Mr . Malthus , did they not de -

monstrate too much of a selfish spirit , and af an unfair mo -

nopoly of the choicest blessings and enjoyments of life ,
would be truly ludicrous . Let me task my Small wits , to See

if I also , cannot find wholesome and effectual expedients
for the prevention of poverty . Suppose we were to bring a

Bill into Parliament next SesSions for the annual castration of

a certain number of our poor , in every parish of the united

kingdom , male and female . Many of them might , in the

first place , turn out Singers , either for the opera or church

Service , and the bulk of them having no families to provide
pr care ſor , would , no doubt , prove excellent labourers .

R . W . it Seems desires a repeal of the poor laws . Has he

reflected on the tremendous consequences that must result , in

a country circumstanced as this at present is , were there no

public provyision for the poor ? The example of Scotland is

extremely fallacious ; in another view 1 fear much exquisite
misery in that country , is hidden on no very humane motives .

Among other heart - rending accounts , I recollect one in a

Scotch city , of a poor prostitute perishing in the streets , of

mere famine , for no one would take hei in ! But I remember

Something else , if possible , still more atrocious in specula -
tion : - - - I have heard that a certain Scotch autbor coolly ob -

Serves , Should a few paupers perish for want in the streets , it

would be only a useful example to Stimulate the Survivors to

industry ! I would not be the author of that damnable posi -
tion for a king ' s ranzom .

To conclude , I humbly conceive , that Mr . Malthus and

R . W . have ventured to publish to the world , crude and

dangerous speculations , upon the most momentous Subjects ,
of which [ would recommend to them both , to re - conszider

the grounds , hitherto , I fear untouched by either of them .

The acting upto Such cruel political Sophisms , I believe , first

unsheathed the revolutionary Sword in France , which cut up
all property by the roots ; it may yet have a Similar effect , ox

that of approximating Society to the Savage State ,

Hants . NV „ VV

P . S. I freely join iszue on the necessity of thoroughly
cleansing that Augean stable of corruption and mismanage -
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ment , our
EEE System ; but to what end attempt it , on

partial and Selfish principles, i
in other words , without grounds

or principles, excepting as heretofore , to be perpetually dab -

Jing , in orager to render bad worse . Let us not forget , that in
the ultimate , Aonesty 18 the best policy ; let us go deeper
into this and certain other Important national questions. - » =

Lelix qui potuit rerum COgROSCETE CAUSUS .

< = =EE EEG Wunannmnn - uuunn

AGRICULTURAL ENQUIRIES .
To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .

S1R ,
E have 80 many discordant opinions im agriculture

at last , after 80 many years of endless Speculation
and extensive practice , that it is perfect ] y unaccountable ;
either the science itself must be the mozt uncertain of 311
others , or those whose practice it must be the most neg »
ligent and unobserving . 1 sball adduce a few, by no means

unimportant examples, and being really in need of infor -

mation , do most earnestly requestit , of Some of your more

experienced and practical correspondents .
1n the drill

ANDERE beginning with the celebrated Mr .

Tull , and concluding with M9 Bev . Mr , Hill , of Suffolk ,
712 has ever been GIE that period , a EE Set of drill -

cultivators who have experienced the superiority of wide in -

tervals , and have atiained an equal quantity of wheat per
acre , from eighteen inch rows , as from nine and 1welve .

Another Set have yet always ' preferred narrow intervals . Some

färmers , and those of high reputation Iinsist , that It is prefer -
able to leave arable land whole , throughout he winter ; others

contend for the practice of p loughing and „fallowing it as

early as posSible in autumn . Some direct to 50w poor land

very thin of Seed , as unable from its weakness to bear the

burden of vegetation : others will have it best , to allow an

extra quantity of Seed to uch Soils . on account of the usual

failure of Seeds in barren ground . Some think it a kind of

madness to leave turnips after they have reached their fall

perfection , to therisk of frosts , and to rot and wither in tbe

Soll ; otbers light the alledged advantages of Storing turnips ,
which they reprezent as not worth the cost , and pretend
they may be kept in general , throughout winter , in very good
condition in the earth . In Norfolk and Suflo ! lk , and certain

other counties , a clover ley has been hitherto reckoned one

of ihe best Secd beds ſor wheat , an opinion to the best of my
recollection , Supported by Mr . Arthur Young . In the

North , particularly in Scotland they account it very bad

WINE: 10 50w wheat upon a clover Jey. Thus much fox

e present , from
FEE Harborouglh . AN INQUIRER .
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ON MERINO AND LEICESTER SHEEP , &ec

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
StR ,

WROTE to you on the 17th ult . and as my letter is not

inserted in your last number , I apprehend it has been

too late .

T certainly did Say that T Should be glad to See the opinions

of your practical readers on the dispute between Mr . Bartley

and myself ; but will Mr . Wright 88y that I engaged not to

offer any remarks upon these opinions ? - - My letter In your

Sist . number , which I have just read , contains nothing what -

ever to warrant Mr . W . in Saying that his observations have

made me “*
angry z' * or that I will Send him ““

empty away . " "

LTreceived these Observations in very good humour , and I hope

your readers will allow that I am not in the habit of Sending

my opponents
““

empty away . " I always endeavour to give

them Something , and with what I conceive to be propriety

and good nature 3; adhering , however , to that freedom of dis -

cussgion which appears conducive to the establishment of truth .

If in this I have erred , I have mistaken the design of yourpub -

lication . I believe , however , that 1 fally understand its nature .

Mr . Wright stated that his whole lock was of the new

Leicester breed . If he had Said that he had also tried South

Downs or Ryelands , then wonld I nöt only have admitted that

he was , in a considerable degree , qualified to judge of the

merits of anglo Merino Sheep , but also withheld Some re -

marks to which he has stated an objection .
It appears from Mr . Wright ' s last communication , that the

Stamford Butcher Sold tbe Spanisb lambs at about nine pence

per pound - - this is certainly a great price . Mutton at the time

appears to have been about one halfpenny per pound lower ;
butchers ? meat , tberefore , must have been dear . After men -

tioning these particulars Mr . W. . 3ays, .
““ will new Leicester

Jambs , the firzt week in October , make 30 Shillings each ? To

this question I answer , far more . = - 1 bave bad Leicester lambs

in October , 14 to 16 Ibs .a quarter , and it certamly requires but

little arithmetical knowledge to Sbow tbat , at nine pence a

pound , they would raise from 45 to about 50 shillings each .

On fertile lands about 13 to 14 Ibs . a quarter , are ibe common

weights of good Leicester lambs in September and October .

What I formerly stated as to the length of time necessary

for Anglo- merinos to lay on a comparatively thin covering
of fats is not refuted by the Stamford Butcher ' s account of

» p,
the Spanish Jlambs which be killed . Notbing 1s better known

amongst attentive and ' experienced breeders and graziers than

this , thatlean and ill - formed animals often yield great quanti -
tes of niilk , and that .3e young of certain inferior breeds

3 pv
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tbrive well during the Sucking Season , and very indifferently
after being weaned . I always observe when I,have a few

Cheviot , or South Down Ewes upon my best lands , either for

ihe purpose of experiment , or the Supply of my table with

Jamb , that their lambs attain to pretty g00d condition and of -

ten fatnes3 , but that when kept forward to wedders , they do

not progressively improve like the new Leicesters . On the

contrary , when the latter , upon Similar food , are very fat at two

Shear , and at three as fat as “* a Seal or a Hampshire hog, '
those of the Short - woolled breeds are very far from being in

roper condition for general consumption ; nay , so lean , at the

Eier period , as not to be ““ nicked on the tail head . " ' - - The more

this matter is considered , the more , I flatter myzelf , will my
remarks be found to rest on the Strong basis of experience . All

my information confirms this idea : and * I Should be glad to

See the opinion of your practical and attentive correspondents
uponit . Let them notimagine , however , that I am “ inviting
them to a “* feast, ?* and that they will be Sent “* empty away . "
I hereby promisc them all the attention 1 have invariably paid
to Such agrecable vizitors . Every thing they say , will meet my

respectfal attention , and if I Should venture to reply , T hope
they wil ! consider it as a mark of gvod breeding . If they
Should happen to gal ! me , I shall undoubtedly wince , but , I

hope not ““ confoundedby, ' " for I Should wish , most ardently ,
to retain the powers of replication .

How did Mr . Wright happen to thinkthe “* Saddle ? he brought
forward for Mr . Bartley , had galled me ? MNv proofs of Such

an effect appear in my letter wherein it is noticed . Mr . W .

Should bave recollectedtbat As “* Saddle " afforded but a feeble

Support to my able opponent , who had defended himself upon

grounds where it was perfectly useless . - Where have I disputed
übe Superiority ( in the opinion of adepts in good eating ) of the

quality of the mutton of small Short - woolled Sheep ? While Iad -

mitted its Superiority in favour , muscular fibre , and delicious

gravy , I strennously maintained the Superior fitness of the

ihick and fat mutton of the new Leicesters , for general con

Sumption , for the plentiful - Supply of our markets and the keen

appetites of our numerous labourers , artisans , manufacturers ,

&c . &c . When these matters are considered , Mr . W . will

readily perceive that his “ Saddle " ? could not possibly gall rae

in any way whatever .
<< Lord Somerville ( says Mr . Wright ) can make ten gut -

neas per acre of his Spanish wool , wben will Pastorius make

that in wool and mutton ? * ' = - Without saying , one word , Mr ,

Kditor , upon the credulity of Some minds , and the occasional

most stubborn incredulity of my own , which prevents me

from giving credit to every thing I hear , in this age of wonders ,
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1 Shall endeavour to answer your friend ' s question . When I

experiment upon Such productive land as will well maintain

len Merino Sheep per acre ,
“* the year throughout, " then will

I make more than /wice ten pounds by the wool , and mutton

of my new Leicester Sheep upon that quantity of ground . - -
1f my recollection does not fail , however , I think Mr . Wright
Should have valued the Spanish wool , in the wonderſul cases

to which he has alluded , at only eight or nine pounds an aere ,

taking in even the present prices ( of four to four Shillings and

Sixpence per 1b. ) of the commodity before it be Scoured , or

those of four shillings to Six Shillings and s1x pence , and in 850me

cases Seven Shillings per Ib . when completely Sorted and cleaned .

He Should also have considered the objections I have urged ,
with complete sSuccess , in my dispute with Mr . Bartley ,

against caleulating upon the present prices of Spanish wool ,

in our views of the comparative merits of new Leicester and

Merino Sheep ; and the prices to which long wool would rise ,

if we had no more long - woolled Sheep in the kingdom than

we now possess of the Merino kind . Long wool , of proper

quality , cannot be obtained but in this kingdom ; and were I

to calculate upon the vast increase of price , from this limited

number of Sheep , would not Lord Somerville , and otber breeders

of ghort - woolled varieties , Justly accuse me of pufing off my

Sheep upon false principles ? Would not Such enlightened

Judges of the Jeadingprinciples of trade and political economy ,

remind me of the greatly diminished prices to w hich my follow -

ers would be obliged to Submit , under Such an eptension of my

favourite breed as would Supply our long wool manuſacturers .
Is Mr . Wright bold enough to dispute the principles by which

I have Satisfactorily Shewn the prices to which Spanish wool

would be reduced , if we posSessed a Suficient number of

Anglo - merino Sheep for the Supply of our manufacturers of

Superſine cloth ? - - I1s be disposcd to contend against the au -

thority of the “ renowned Dr . Adam Smith, " and all our

political e &conomists and experienced merchants ? Has he

fully considered the congequence of our having the above num -

ber of Anglo - merino Sheep , and , at ihe Same time , the

Spanish , and other foreign markets open to us ? Surely , Sirz

he has not , or he would not have brought forward Lord So -

merville ' s 10 guineas an acre as a proot of the intrinsic value

of Merino Sheep . With equal justice might I state the

present price of Champaign in London , as a proof of that

which it would Sell for if certain restrictions were removed .

But let us fake the cases mentioned by Mr . Wright , as

they have been stated , without being very serupulous .
T

Anglo - merino Sheep , and 10 guincas per acre for their wool ,

will then appear before your readers : no unpleasant Sight for
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the farmer , in these burthensome times ! And certainly an

agrecable Subject for the contemplation of our present juve -
nile , but able , financier , Lord Henry Petty . - - Lord , Sir , why
talk of pecuniary dificulties , or any thing but inexhaustable

regources ? Wemay now war,1f not for ever,at least till Buona -

parte and his numerous allies be ' completely confined to the

continent without a Single acre of foreign ground or a Solitary
bark upon the ocean ! = - Why should Mr . Fox ' s philipics
against his predecessors embolden our enemies ? What have

our ministers to do but repose upon
““ a bed of roses ! ' * What

are all the mines of Mexico and Peru , with all the ““* gold of

Opher, "" compared to the wealth of this kingdom ! Pardon

me , Sir , for this digression , and permit me to return to the

circumstances which gave rise to 1t, to 10 Spanish Sheep and

10 guineas an acye , for ( heir wool . ;
Before I proceed farther , I must remind Mr . Wrightof the

proofs I have advanced that Sheep do not consume food in

proportion to their weight , and that Leicesters consume less

in proportion than any other breed . What number of Lei -

cester Sheep , then , will I be justifiable in placing upon an

acre of land that will maintain 10 Merinos “ the yearthrough -
out ? " Certainly not less than Seven . Upon these data , let

18 See how the account will tand . Lu. :Se3 d .

First we have the wool of 10 Spanish Sheep at

the present prices , which are improper ») 10 10 : 0

calculate on .

And 10 Spanish Sheep , 12 Ibs . per quarter , " R WU AE
7 pence per pound , Sinking

24 10 0

ÜUpon the next acre we have Seven new

price) 21 4 : 82fer Sheep , 26 Ibs . a quarter , at the above price
per 1b . Sinking offal .

And 7 fleeces of wool , 10 lbs . each , at 18 . 3d . per Ib . 4 7 6

%. 25 . 126 2

)

[ have Supposed the Sheep put to grass , on the Ist . of June ,

ummediately after being once horn , and continued till the 2nd .

* 1lere the balance is greatly in favor of my
“ wool and mutton . " Per -

haps Mr . Wright may think that I Should have calculated on no more
than 6 Leicesters against 10 Merinos . Upon these numbers the balance

of the account would be " in my favor , if che wool of the former were taken

at 12 1b. perfleece , as , perhaps it ought to be , and the mutton at Seyen pepDcS
halfpeany per Ib . and I am certain that , in our great mutton markets ,
mine would sell at more than a halfpenny perlb . above the mutten of the :

Spanizh breed .
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hearing in the Succecding year . Reduce the SpaniSh wool to

the price it would sell for if we could Supply ourselves , from

British and Irish Sheep , with the quantity generally imported ,
and the balance in my favor will ' be very greatly increased .

Perhaps the advocates for the Merinos will 8ay that I Shovld

have caleulated upon these Sheep being more than 12 Ibs . per ,

quarter . I must , however , request them to consider the ad -

vantages ( which I have “ on former occasions pointed ut )

of preferring animals which attain early maturity , and that [

cannot allow their “ Slow feeders * * to live much more than 2

years - - a period “ within which the new Leicesters attain perfec -
tion : = why Should the stomachs of our valuable labourers

Suffer from hunger in - Waiting three or four years for the mutton

of our Short - woolled breeds , when very large Supplies can be

obtained from the new Leicesters in half that time ?
I must now conclude , Sir , by saying that I have very lately

Seen the Spanish ram in the neighbourhood of A' lnwick , in

Northumberland , which I am informed was bred by an emi -

nent breeder in the west of England and Selected for the pur -

pose of diffusing the breed in the north . - - We may therefore

conclude that he is a pretty good 5ample of Spanish Sheep .
The Sightof this animal has confirmed the opinion T formed

at an carly period ; namely , that a breeder who is well ac -

quainted with the South Down sand other Short - woolled varl -

eties , and with th & writings of Lord Somerville and Mr . Bart -

Jey, may form a pretty correct opinion of the Anglo - merinos
without experience in breeding them . I must confess , how -

ever , that this ram is less in Size , and worse formed than I

Supposed . - He is upwards of two years old , has been Kept in

good health , - upon plenty of good turaips and ' grass , Since

November last , when he Served only about 40 South Down

ewes . “ Yet I am much mistaken if his weight exceeds 10 or

11 pounds per quarter . If I am wrong let Agricola Northum -

briensis , or any of the respectable gentlemen to whom the

ram belongs , contradict me . I did not “ handle " bim ; but

am informed that if he were born , his nbs might be clearly
Seen by a person at a great distance . * These particulars will ,

I hope , induce your impartial readers to couclude that I have

not deprecated the Merino Sheep in the above calculation .

June 14 , 1806 . Yours , &c .

PASTORIUS .

P . S. I am exceedingly obliged to Mr . Wright for bis kind

and polite invitation . He will readily conceive , I hope , that

* If he does not produce a great deal of inside fat , he will not weigh
the weight I have mentioned .
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his accommodations are Sufficiently “ elegant " for a rman who

very frequently attends /locks and herds on fair Scotias verdant
hills and fruitful vallies . ? ;

In answer to the remarks of your able and valuable Nor -
folk correspondent , R. W . on the drawing of a Spanish ram ,
in a late Number of your work , I am persuaded that when he
1s better acquainted with that breed of Sheep , he will think the
form of the animal has been considerably improved by the

engraver .

ON SHEEP .

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
SIR , May 17 , 1806 :
T is with much pleasure that I trace Mr . Bartley *s pen in

your last publication , not only because I consider his papers
tberein as a proof of the improving state of his health , but be -
cause I never read his communications without acquiring an
increase of knowledge in some respect or other , though we
have fought a long and hard battle , and differed materially
on the relative merits of the new Leicester and Spanish
breeds of Sheep . Seeing , by his last letter upon this Subject ,
that our correspondence is about to cease , at Jeast till new
facts arise for farther discussion , I must now beg leave to offer
a few parting remarks to the consideration of your numerous

readers . /
es I have nothing new to advance, " says Mr . Bartley , “* nor

bath any thing been advanced by Pastorius in any degree tend -

ing to alter the opinion I have formed, and repeatedly express -
ed that , from equal quantities of food , Merino Sheep will pro -
duce more and better wool , and better and more mutton than
Leicester Sheep . On the three first points it is imposzible for
me to entertain a doubt . The relative Superiority in weight of

mutton , Is a Point , it must be granted , which requires the
minutest accuracy of experiment to determine ; and , when 80
determined , I am apt to believe that the balance in favor of

either , as to this particular , could be found not very materially |
to affect the balance or the general Statement of all the points . **

|

Different avocations , Mr . Editor , have lately pressed - upon
me in Such a manner , that I have not , till this hour , bad an

Opportuniiy of making any remarks for you upon Mr . Bartley ' s .
letters In your Jast number ; and , indeed , 1 scarcely , I fear ,
have leisure to fill this Short paper , much less to collate kis
former communications with the above quotation . But if I
am not mistaken , he now spcaks in a different tone , and is less
conſident than on former occasions , Formerly , I think , no
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doubts were entertained by bim as to a much greater /produce
of mutton from Merinos than from Leicesters , upon equal
quantities of food . Now , however , his

JEHCHN
respecting the

comparative produce of ( WEStwo Nd : of Sheep, the one ex -

tremely handsome , with all the distinguishing criteria of quick
feeders and decisive proofs of astonishing progress in pingue -
faction , and the other the worst formed of the Sheep Species ,
Seems to be enveloped in doubt , or clearly t0 Show that . in

his mind the difference in the quantity of mutton is imma -

terial . I - have not the least doubt , ' however , that after : he

makes fair and impartial experiments , the envelope will burst

and dissipate bis doubts . Then he will clearly perceive the

great Superiority of the new Leicesters in the produce of mut -

ton from equal quantities of food . I say mutlon , Sir ; for

these Sheep are , comparatively , Solid masses of flesh unencum -

bered with bone ; while those of the Spanish breed produce
the latter Substance in S0 great a proportion , that even one of

my opponents , in your Magazine, has denominated them
5“ bags of bones . " ? =- The new Leicester produce vast quantities
of human food , and less bone in proportion to weight , or di -

mensgions , than any other breed . Their mutton 1s
50 thick

and Substantial as to defy even the ““*desperate cut " of a
5“ Sauey Norfolcian

;"' while the poor , meagre , flat ribbed ,
narrow backed , Merinos , prod uce little but “* Sweet pickings ' ""
to gratify the taste of a town ' s epicure ; whose knife 13 not ,
jike that of a Norfolk labourer , wetted for deep cutting in Zu
Stantial food . If our numerous agricultural Jabourers , manu -

facturers , mechanics , &c . were reduced to the necessity of

Scraping from the bones the scanty pittance of flesh afforded

by Merino Sheep , loud discontent would prevail , and the ery
of deurth , dearth , would be the order of the day . If we could

raise a Sufiicient Supply of provisions in the kingdom for the

consumption of its inhabitants , the very extensive diffusion of

the Merino breed , which Some writers have recommended ,
would be more easily defended . Baut under the present cir -

cumstances of this country , an extension of this naiure ta

place them upon our productive lands , and thus diminish the

number of ourown new Leicester Sheep, would produce danger -
ous consequences . Jt wauld be nothing less , in effect , than to

provide the finest coats from British
vunpl,

fh ) people whose

Stomachs could notbe filled with the lesh ofourdomesticanimals .

But Mr . Bartley now Says ,
“* from the general tenor of my

past communications , 1t 6a be be collgeted , I presume , that
1t was my chief object to inculcate the DENODA importance of

extending the breed of Merino Sheep, as an internal rCSOUrCE

for the Supply of our fine cloth manufactures . *

I have already Sarld,, Srr5 ; tnarl Cannot, at present , examine

Mr . B' s “ * past communications . " But 1if the ahoye quo

4
Ms
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tarjon is perfectly reconcileable with his former Statements ,

my memory 1s defective . I think these Statements will prove

that he formerly contended for a much greater extenzion of the

Merino breed than Seemed necessary for the Supply of . our

«“ fine dloth mannfactures " upon their present footimng. In -

deed , an argument for Such an extensive diffusion of his

favorite breed as would Supersede the greatest part , if not the

whole of our new Leicester Sheep , Seems to follow from bis

recently avowed opinion respecting the very Superior value of

he wool and mutton of the “ Merinos fröm equal quantities
of fo0d, *? as well as from what he has repeatedly Stated as to

the Superiority of these Sheep upon the most fertile , nay , vpon

all orts vf Jand . Why does he now confine them withim Such

narrow bounds as merely to Supply our manufacturers of Su -

perfine cloth with about two milllions of Aeeces = - the quantity

annually imported from Spain ? - - Or why does he not argue

for guch an inerease of Merinos ,as would Supply wool for a

much greater manufacture of the finest cloth than we have

hitherto puürsued ? A change has evidenty taken place ; and

fit has been produced by any thing 1 have advanced , my

object is , in a great measSure , gained . Ihbave laboured to ob -

tain more regard for that which fillsthe hungry Stomach , than

for that which would cover an emaciated body with a coat of

Supeſine cloth . But conceiving that from one to two millions

of Sheep of the Merino breed , may be reared in this country

upon pastures which are at present occupied by ournative Short -

woolled breeds ( many of which are not very productive of

mutton ) ,and conzsequently without eneroaching upon richer

Jands , which are now under our new Leicesters , I agreed with

Mr . Bartley that their introduction within zuch Himits , would

probably be advantageous to certain breeders and the nation

at large . And we therefore bring our controversy to an end

with a swaller difference of opinion than that which prevailed

at its commencement , without any cöncesSt0n 07 any part . = -

I never objected to the introduction of Merinos , but when they

were opposed to the most valuable breed which we poSsSe5S = -

the new Leicezters : = - a breed which , T hope , 1 have proved to

be Superior to the Spanish upon productive Jands , both in a

private view as the question relates to the farmer , and in a pub -

Jie one as it relates to the community . = - On these points , I

bink my papers , in various numbers of your valuable miscel -

Janv , contain Satisfactory refuütations of Mr . Bartley ' s argu -

ments , and I therefore beg leave to refer to them .

Yours , &c .
PASTORIVUS .

This kettr arrived too late for insertion in our last number . E.
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ON DIBBLING = - THE CONTESTED QUESTIONS OF ' SMUTY IN

WHEAT , WITH AN EXPERIMENT/AND RESUUT - + RENTS = >

MODES OF LIVING “ “ SPRLNG AND/ ' AUTUMNAL ' PLOUGHING

- “ SHEEP

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
S1K ,

AM really Sorry that your respectable friend , Mr . Wright ,
Should have put himself to the trouble of using any argu -

ments whatever against my remarks relative to the crime of

< Seulduttery " being facilitated by the practice of dibbling

( considering the light in which he Seems to have viewed them ) .

He has surely imagined that I had no objection to the exten -

Sion of ſlibbling , but its effects in promoting a certain crime .

He sShodld recollect , however , that I had pronounced It bar -

barous management , and much inferior to drilling wih ma -

chines . If I had not entertained this opinion ,1 certainly
Should not have Said a word upon its injurious effects in a mo -

ral point of view ; though I contend that we Should guard
the morals of our labourers , and throw as few temptations in

their way as the nature of our business will admit . Temptation
and opportunities , are unquestionably increazed by dibbling ,
and Surely it would be doubly wrong in those who coincide in

my opinion of its comparative inutility , to pursue 12. 101 1DCV

would not only promote , in others , the commission of a great

crime , but would also Subject ihemselves to the imputation of

folly by preferring the worst of two modes of row culture .

Convince me , Sir , that dibbling is Superior to S50Wing with

drill machines , and I Shall immediately Say that ihe nature of

our business - - the raising of the greatest possible quantity of

food , for the good of mankind , imperious ] ly demands its

adoption . 1 Said not a word against employing men and wo -

men together in hoeing , &c . though Mr . Wright has argued
as if 1 had done 50 . 1 am , he may readily Suppose , Satisfied

that we are often obliged 80 to employ them in Carrving On Our

business ; and if they will commit Sculduttery , let us take care

that the sin be Solely imputable to themselves , and that no

part of it can be applied to the demerits of the employment .

Let us never So mix them , but when it is necesSary , in order

to discharge our . duty in raising the greatest posSible produce
for the advantage of the human race . Let us not bring them

together to promote any barbarous or injudicious cultivation .

But 1 must now remark to your Lincolnshire friend , that I

merely asSerted a fact , namely , that dibbling , by bringing to -

gether still more young men and women , than other modes

öf husbandry , inereased a certain crime and also the poor

rates . Will he deny the probability of the effects ?

453. Mag . Vo ! . 14 . 5 ' G
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I am much obliged to Mr . W . for his information on dib -

bling . 1 wish he had followed it up by giving Some practicat
P1' 00fs of its utility in promoting a greater produce than other
metbods . He Scems to think that clover Jays cannot be
well Sown with tbe diill machine . Some of your Norfolk cor -

respondents , however , ix I am not mistaken , can give a dif -
ferent account , and 1 Should be glad if hey would do 503 for
I Still trbimk dibbling a Sort of disgrace to our husbandry . -
What ! Shall we still purzue the 5awe mode of drillipg that
Adam pursued aſter he was Sent lorth from the garden of Edev ;
and this tv0 , at a üme when we are boasting of our vast im -

Provements in Ihe arts , aud , amongst the rest , in mechanics
and agriculture ?

1 Suspect , Sir , that the silence of Agricola Norfolciensis on
the Subject of dibbling ,may be conzidered as a proof not only
that he does not approve of it , but that be does not wish to
have it mentioned as any part of the practice of Norfolk .

1 have considered , and , again and again , almost burst my
very brains , in endeavouring to find the means of under -

Standing the arguments , or rather the obscrvations , ol Cleri -
ricus et Colonus , p. 229 , No . 81 . “ How is it possible , ( be
Says ) for instance , t0 argue with a man on the Subject of

Smut , who could write the following Sentence without being
aware ot its weak Side ? " But , Sir , zf ehe N . E . winds reality
caused the 8mut in the crop from the dressed Seed , how did it

happen that they total ! y mäSSed the aujoining piece ? These
words in italices , Mr . Editor , are unvoubiedly mine ; and
from the exordium ot Clericus , 1 began to be rather UneasSY;
wishing that 1 could erase them from your pages .

From his confident manner , his impression lasted till I ar -
rived at the end ot his epistle , and from thence again at my
own question . Lt was S0o0D , however , entircly obhiterated , and
after considering , and reConsidering , andy Straining my brain
Several times , 1 can See nv reas01 at all to be ashamed of it .
On thie contrary 1 now repeat it , and request a direct answer

without any Soit of evasion or quibbling . 1 am copfident that
ideas Similar to tbose which induced me to ask the question ,
would be entertained by almost every other practical tarmer . A

gorrespondent ot this descnpuon ( Aratot ) Las asked vearly
the same questioy ; and 1 Shall be obliged to Clericus et Colo -

Dus to exlubit 10 your readers its “ weak Side, " Peimit me ,
however ,to remind hin that be related the experiment which

Save rise t0 my queStion , as an accurate one . 1 hope - he dees
Dot entertain SO very mean an opinion ot! the reasoning powers
of practical husbaudmen ,as to decline golng farther mio this

dispute , 10 exert his abilities in improving the logical fa
culues ,
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I must now beg leave to make the following quotation , on

We authority of Malpighi , from Chambers . “ Insects take

particular care to deposit their eggs or Seed , in places where

they may bave a Sufiicient incubation , and where the young ,

when hatched , may have the benefit of proper food , till they

become able to luſt for themselves 3 those whose food Is in

water , lay their eggs in water ; those to whom flesh is proper

food , in Arsh ; and those to whom fruits , or leaves of vegeta » =

bles are food , are accordingly deposited , Some in this fruit ,

SOme on that tree , Some on one plant , and Some on another , but

constantly the Same kind in the Same plant ; as fur others that

require a more constant and greater degree of warmth , they

are provided for by their parent animal with Some place , in ox

about other animals ; Some in the feathers of birds ; Sone in

the hair of beasts ; Some in the Scales of fishes ; Some in the

nose , Some in the flesh ; nay , Some in the bowels and inmost

recesses of man , and other creatures . And as for others to

whom none of these modes are proper , they make them nests

in perforations in the earth , in wood , and the like , carrying

in and Sealing up , provision that Serves both for the pro -

duction of their younz , and for their food when produced . "
“ It may . not be unreasonable or unnatural , then , ( 823YS 2

respectable writer , In a celebrated collection of agricultural

Papers, ) 190 SuppoSEe SOME inzect may deposit its eggs Or Seed

on wheat when growing , and that it that egg , eggs , or Seed ,

be not killed before tbe corn is buried in tve earth , it may

there , after proper incubation , become an insect , and feed

upon the tender root of the plant ; and as I conceive every

corn in an ear of wheat has a capillary tube , that conveys

food from the root to that particular corn , if that conveyance

be stopt by the insect having injured or wounded the tube ;

perhaps the corn , the four that Should be ) for want of proper

food , may corrupt and become a black feiid powder , or what

we farmers call burnts , or bunts , ( or Smut ) ; orit may notbe

unnatura ] to prezume that the loves , eſfuvia , respiration , Or

rather the expiration of the IbScCt , May in SoOine MeaSure

taint the juices with which the plant is ted , and be a means

of producing "in the ears , corns filled with a black rancid

Powder , instead of a Sweet white four ; ou that the miuute

animalcules may insinuate themselyes into the tubes of the

plant , and ascend with the food into the husk or bran oft the

corn , and not having Strength Sufficient to break 11, may by

its efluvia , &c . or death , occasion the fetid smell and dark

colour . If part of the tubes only are injured by the 1nsect ,

Part of the corns in the Saine year may be burnt , ine olner

Part good . If he Stem of a burnt ear be dut just above the

xoot , it will be found cousiderab ! y harder Lhan that ot a Sound
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one ; probably the juices of the one may - be stopt , by the in -
Sect having injured the tubes , and continuing to ascend in the
other , may occasion the difference .

“<« Impressed with tbe idea , three years Since , that insects are
the cause of smut , I tried the following experiment in the
middle of a twenty acre cloze ; the residue of the Said cloge
was Sowed with the 5ame kind of wheat , treated in the Same
mode , as number 1 and 2 , and equally as clean , and my
crops have been 80 ever Since : my mode of medicating my
wheat is number 2 .

< No . 1, 80wed five drills ( with Mr . Cooke ' s machine ) , with
Wheat treated agreeable to Mr . Middleton ' s recipe .

<< No . 2 , Sowed five drills , with wheat wetted with old urine ,
three quarts to a bushel , and turned about with a Shovel till
all the urine was imbibed , then - plenty of quick lime sifted
Over It , and turned over and over with a Shovel , and left in a

heap till next morning . *
|

““ No . 3, 50wed five drills , with wheat Steeped two hours in
a Strong 1ye, made of wood - ashes and lime , and laid on the
barn floor to dry .

<< No . 4 , 8owed five drills , with the same kind of wheat ,
dry .

RESULT »
<< Nos . 1, and 2 , scarce a burnt to be found in them .
“< No . 3 , about a twentieth part burnt .
<< No . 4 , near a fourth burnt .
<< No . 5 , picked ten good corns out of an ear , the remainder

were burnt ; planted them in the garden ; Six only vegetated ,
which produced seventy - two ears , o7e root of which only was

burnt , consequently the opinion that the good corns in a
burnt ear produce burnts again 1s ſallacious , otherwize the

whole must have been burnt .

“ “ ' Theabove experiments Seem to Saythat wetting wheat with

old urine , and dryingit with lime , is a preventive ; and L' con -
ceive that an insect , by depositing its egg , eggs , or Seed , on
the corn when growing , is the cause of burnuts . Supposing
this to be the case , the wetting the corn with brine , urine , or

Strong 1ye, would of course destroy Some of the eggs or Sced,
or even an animalcule , and the lime by its corrosive quality
annihilate the remainder ; but should any of the eggs , &c - re -
main on the corn animable , there may be here and there a
burnt in the crop . Butif on the other band , the insect sbould

deposit its egg , eggs , or Seed , in the earth , it is possible the

* Lying ſo long in this ſtate , I have reaſon to think , proves injurious in
deſtroying the vegetative principle of a part of the ſeed . Keeping it in this
manner , however , is advantageous in preventing ſmut , I brlieve it is fre -
quently too ſoon ſown after beihg mixed , F, S,
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brine , urine , and lime , wherewith the corn 1s as it were

Coated when s0wed , may be unpleasing to the delicate taste of

the little animal , and prevent its wounding the tubes of the

plant . "
<< Kespecting J . B - - - - b ' s reason given for the cause , it is

true It i3 philosophical , and , from common observation only ,
IT Should have concluded it was the true one ; but a too inti -

mate acguaintance with bunts , obliges me to diszent . Ifthe

Cause came from the armosphere , 1 Should think it Singular
indeed if ten rows in the middle of a twenty acre close re -

ceived the whole of the malady , and the other part of

the corn growing on each Side none at all * . Lf niirous

drops , &c . were the cause , they would be more diffusive , noc
would it be in the power of any nostrum to prevent it , which

experience contradicts . "

<“« In answer to S - - - - , and “ An improver of nature, " I

must beg leave to 8ay , that if the former cultivates a piece
of land in the best manner possible , and the latter picks
Some wheat from the best ears he can procure , and Ss0ws this

picked wheat 47ry, on his highly cultivated Soil , I have not a
doubt but the produce will be bunty , and if wetted with

brine ot urine , and well limed , the reverse ; in Short , I look

upon lime to be the grand Specific to remove the cause of
bunts . As brining and liming wheat before Sown , is univer «

Sally practised , and I believe just ] y acknowledged to remove
the cause of bunts , it naturally leads to an enquiry of whas
that cause can be , and where lodged , that brine and lime ,
urine and lime , or water and lime , have a power of annihi -
lating ; and I must confess I cannot See a more probable,
2086 . than that it is an egg , eggs , or Seed , lodged on the

corn by an insect , and if s0, ' the plump corn 1s as liable ta
contain them as the thin , and the well - tilled land to gwe
them birth , nurture , and maturity , as the bad . "

Without entering into an investigation of the merits of

every part of the above extracts , I must now request Clericus

et Colonus to inform your readers how he accounts for the
difference in the crops under the above experiment , and

particularly for he clean produce of No . 2, without Imputing
highly advantageous effects to urine and quick line . [ must
also request your readers to pay particular attention to tie
words ot the author . “ My crops ( Says be ) have been clean
ever Since : my mode of medicating my wheat is No . 9, "
That mode , Sir , 1 have louvg pursued myselt , with Similar

* Thank you , Mr . Author . This 15 an able Support of my ideas which
Jed to the question that Clericus et Colonus has treated 5» cantemptuously
I beg that your readers , and particularly my opponent , will P3y great re -
Spect to this part of the author ' s opinion , as well as that of Arator , F . S .

T 1 prefer immersing the wheat in the urine ,



592 Dr Smut , Sc . ( June ,

SucCess3 and IT believe almost every accuraie Practical farmer

of land im this district

Svuthern brethren . If he will consider the general extent |
of the farms in this part of the kingdom , ( trom about the

|

middte of Northumberland to the Firth of Forth ) he will

readily perceive his mistake , In this distriet our capitals are

generally large : many of them such , that at 5 per cent only ,
they would enable their owners to live in the Stile of gentle -

men . - - Many of our farmers are well educated , and with

large farms and Jong leases , it will easily be Seen , that they
will not live like tenants at will occupying Small raims . The

Tatter SyStems are the bane of your English husbandry . If

they „ were extended to the north , the large Supplies with

which we feed our fellow Subjects of the south , would Soon

diminish to an alarming degree , to the no Small advantage of

cultivators of tbe nortliern parts of the continent . - - 1 consider

Our very Superior rents * as Ihe consequence of the general S0 -

Periority oFour northern managementF . We have Some ad - |

vantages , no doubt , in the more Simple fare of our labourers , but

these are overbalanced by their greater money wages ; and I

cannot help remarking , that it 15 much better to pay them in

MONCYy and the neceszaries of lite , than in money and Jarge

quantities of ale and other luxuries . The basty pudding and

milk + which a “ Saucy Norfolcian " would view with disdam ,

( See Ag. Mag. Norfolciensis , in your 8 ! st Number ) are more

wholesome , and will longer invigorate the labourer , than an1 =

mal food and ale . = - Our luxurious modes of living , especially

amongst the Jower class of Englishmen , are big with danger
of the most Serious kinds .

I must now , Sir , conclude with a few remarks upon the last

communication of Mr . Brightley , and am Sorry that time will

not permit me to answer bis letter on the comparative adyan -

tages of autumnal and Spring ploughing . - - Phis correspond «
ent has asserted , that Mr . Bartley has earzed the victory
over Pastorius in the controversy respecting new Leicester

and Merino Sheep . My opinion Is very different , and con -

Sidering what Mr . Brightly advanced about the middle of

the combat , I really did not expect Such an opinion from

him . But 1 need not point out to Pastorius any appearance

of inconsistency in his opponents . When there 1s any , he is

zufficiently Sharp - Sighted to avail himself of it . 1 must just

*« Compared with those of Norfolk .

+ At least in Rox burg shi : e, Northumberland and Berwickshire . ,

1 To Breaktast «
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observe , however , that if Mr . Bartley had merely contended ,
like Pastortus and Mr . Brightley , tor the Substitution of
Merinos for a considerable part of our Short woolled Sheep ,
few would have ventured to dispute the propriety of his con -

duct ; but by extending his wings , and attacking the most
valuable breed oft Sheep in the kingdom , ( the new Leicesters, )
be has beeen completely defeated . Your ' s , &c .
June 16 , 2806 . FARMER SANDY ,

ON MALTHUS ' s TREATISE , &c . IN ANSWER TO
MR . FAREY .

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine ,
Si1R ,
NE of your correspondents , in Number 82 , ( Mr . JohnÖ Farey ) from apparently very ingenuous and handsome

motives , notices an observaftion 1 lately made , in a Reviewof
the Herefordsbire Report , on the work of Mr . Malthus on

Population . Mr . Farey Supposes Mr . Malthus untairly
treated , because a decided character of his work was given
in few words , unattended with analysis , quotation or proof ;
but he has overlooked a material circumstance of the case ,
namely , that the work in question was introduced incidentally
and with no view to criticism , and that it is usual , and may
be often necessary , Simply to characterize a bvok , as good or
bad . Indeed to treat a book under review , in Such mode , can
be allowable only in one case ; namely , when it may be
found beneath eriticiäm . The question Mr . Farey presently
asks , demonstrates most amply , that he has indeed much to
learn on the subject , which Seems 50 greatly , and 50 de -

Servedly to interest him .

I repeat , that , 80 far as I am able to judge , ? ke feelings and

prmnciples of Mr . Maithus ' s book are Superficial ; nor does
he SyStem of the woik , or a certain particular position there -

in , respecting population ang Supply of food , present ought
of novelty , but 10 *uperficial readers . The work is doubt -
Jess ably and plaueibly written , a thing the public bad every
reason 10 expect * from the Cconsiderable talents of Mr .

Malthus , but 118 partial principles are most dangerous , cal -
Culated 10 foster in the minds of the classes of property er -
roneus notions of tlieir relative Situation , and by no means to

Improve their Senaibility towards their Suſlering fel ' ow men .
Whät you may think , Mr . Editor , ot Mr . F* s Proposal to
to enter into a full discusSion of trie Subject ol Mr . Malthus ' s
treauise in your Magazine , I cannot exact ] y teil ; but in my
opinion , your correspondents will prefer topics more imme
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diately appropriate , and will look to you , ratlier for practical
lessons and facts , than extensive speculations , or indeed any

thing of the controversial kind . Those who may Stand im

need of information , and who desire to understand , äs well

as read , Mr . Malthus ' s book , I counsel , in the first place , to

consult a very able analysis and investigation of the work ,
79 be found in ope of the numbers of the Critical Review of

Jast year ; in the - next , to read with attention , ' : Dr. Hall , on

rhe effects of civilization . I feel no difficulty in agreeing with

Dr . Hall , as to causes ; but great indeed in regard to his pro -

pozed remedy , in which he appears to aine , to have fallen

into an error very common with olher men of great talents

add the purest intentions . j
Mr . Farey desires of me a proof , that “ fungi are - the

eßlect and not . the cause of mildew . " My proofs are various

and experimental , but a mere . recital of them could be , by
DO Means , 50 Satisfactory to him , as ocular demonstration of

the fact , very easily attainable by any one disposed to take

but a part of the pains which have been repeatedly taken by
Olr , your humble Servant ,

AN OCCASIONAL REVIEWERs

„ one WlNEEGEE RDIEERGE oanwnanmmm

ON CHEMICAL AGRICULTURE , SMUT AND STEEPS , MOW -

ING WHEAT , ROWS NORTH AND SOUTH , OX - LABOVUR

QUESTION »
To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .

SIR , May 24 , 1806 .

N k' Y ITU the most beart - felt pleasure have I lately beheld

your pages filled with useful matter from the pens of

really practical : agriculturists - The Subjects discussed have

been important , and many ,of them bigbly interesting , to

myself in particular , considering the Share 1 bad in Some of

them on fermer occasions , moreespecially the Chemico - Agra -
rian matter . 1 assure you , Sir , 1 have lately felt a great in -

clination to, put in a word or two , now and then ; but your

intelligent correspondenits . Seemed to be so keenly engaged ,
and your pages 80 well jfilled , that . 1 was apprehensive you
would not be able to Spare a corner for any observations from

the pen of so insignificant a correspondent as a Novice , I

Cannot any longer , however , remain Silent , and must . now

beg of you to farust in the lollowing remmarks , in Some cor

ner or other , if you possibly can . It you cannot insert them

IN your next impression , pray do in Some future Number ;
and if you cannot insert them ; at all , let me . beg of you
not to give them to your seryants to put backward , to
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the most ignoble purposes , like a certain Editor of a literary
Journal , but commit them to the flames .

[ must first notice the chemical disputes lately brought
forward by Some of your correspondents . The long Paper
from the Edinburgh Review , I read with great attention , but ,
alas ! it proved too far in - - - too learned - - - for me . I was very
little wiser when . [ was done , than when I begun with it . - - -

Thus much , however , I have collected from it , combined
with the »Subsequent remarks of Clericus et Colonus ; that

the wonderful matter called carbon , about which some of

your friends have Said 80 much , and about which I have re -

Peatedly , and ardentiy , enquired in vain , is the “ fat and

oleaginous qualities " of the food of plants . - - - Thus , though
I am raised a Step higher ' in the 5cale of Science , than I was
the last time I ventured to write to you , it will be appre -
bended that I am Sstili considerably in the dark . But , Sir ,
how is this “ fat and oleaginous quality, " this explanation of

Clericus et Colonus , to be reconciled to the statements and
remarks of Several of your other correspondents relating to

carbon ? Conceiving that chemistry is a wonderful Science z
and Seeing , as 1 long Since stated to you , that 5ome chemi -

cal farmers in my neighbourhood , or not far off , are the best

managers of their lands and manures , I request the attention
of Some of your learned friends , to the Seeming discordancy
to which I have alluded . And if they will explain , their

terms , and other matters , as they proceed , 50 as to bring
them within the comprehenzion of Such readers as myself , I
Shall be highly obliged to them . From what 1 lately heard ,
when I had the honour of a Seat in company with soime of
the brethren of Clericus et Colonus , ( who cultivate their

glebes with much Success ) , I aim inclined to think that Agri -
cola Norfolciensis is quite right as to the useſul nature of

chemistry in the deseriptions oi Soils . These learned gentle -
men did not confine themselves to ght and Strong . They
talked of Several Sorts of land between these , and used terms

by which they appeared to understand the proportions of Sand ,
clay , &c . &c . But the devil of the matter is this ; that 1 nei -
ther remember all their terms , nor did I understand them .

They talked , however , about argile , and silex , and calcare -

ous , and many other sorts and mixtures , which , in my hum -
ble opinion , it would be advantageous for practical farmeis
10 know .

But 1 must again observe , that if any of your friends take

Up the Subject , they Should give Such full explanations as are
Suited to the capacities and nformation of farmers , for they
May just as well write in the language of ancient Babel orof

Ag. Mag . Fol , 14 . 3H
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be GCalmuck Tartars , as in hat 80 commonly used by che -

mical men .
?

I dare not , Sir , venture into the dispute respecting the

comparative merits of our northern and Southern farmers .

The stream Seems to flow in tavour of the former ; notwith -

Standing which , 1 am rather inclined to think they are , in

Some respects , getting exälted rather beyond their deserts .

But as I am a half - way man between the north and the Sonth ,

and not sufficiently skilful for controversial matters , I must ,

for the present , hold my tongue , lest I raise Farmer Sandy ' s
Scoateh bluid , and feel , zeverely , he Sharp mb of his pen as

he proceeds to the Southern counties .

Much ingenious argument has lately appeared in your work

on smut , blight , &c . in wheat , bat 1 wish we could obtain

more facts . It is Stated im your Number 81 , p. 270 , “ that

Mr . Knight for many years , Steeped his Seed in water only ,
and yet his corn was always as free from Smut and mildew as

that of his neighbours . " This does not 5cem to make against
the practice of preparing Seed - wbeat . Indeed it woull ap -

pear from an extract with which you favoured your readers ,

in the past year , from the publications of Mr . Robert Somer -

ville , that Steeping and washing with water , was either com -

pleatly , or very considerably eficaceous , even when the Seed

was blacked . It would have been more Satisfactory , to have

Seen an account of the results of comparative trials , in Mr .

Knight ' s casc ; of the produce from washed and unwashed

Seed , In the zame page is the following remark : “ Wien

expedition and great bulk of straw are the objects , we prefer

mowing wheat , en condition that it be still bound in Sheaves «

Expert mowers will , after the first Swathe , very adroitly and

regularly throw the ears of wheat upon the Straw . " This , Lam

Sorry to Say , is different from what 1 have observed ; and itis

also different from the statements of your very intelligent

friend , Agricola Norfolciepsis . If the ears could be regularly

Jaid , as above , the mowing of wheat would be practised very

extensively ; and it is a misfortune that they cannot ; tor cer -

tainly mowing is the most cheap and expeditivus mode of

harvesting wheat , besides the great advantages of gaining
wore Straw than in the common way . 1 Should be glad if

any of your experienced readers in the west ol England , or

any other part , would address you vpon this Subject , and de -

Scribe the Sceythes , manner of mowing , &c . by which the

wheat can be so regularly laid , as is above mentioned ; not

omitting the expence compared with common reapiug with

the Sickle . :

At page 273 of the Same Number , the writer , in mentions

ing orchards , trees , &C5ays ,
“ the 19ws Should extend from
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north to South , as in that direction , each part of every tiee

will receive the most equal portions oflight and heat . " Quere ,

have any of your correspondents pursued this mode of drilling

corn , turnips , &c . and are they Satisficd that advantages re -

Sult from it ?

In the following page , Something IS advanced upon the

Jong controverted question , ot the comparative advantages of

horzes and : oxev for draugbt . The preterence is given by the

writer , who quotes Mr . Lawrence in Support of his opinion ,

to the latter animals . And then your reviewer follows it up

by Saving , “ beyond this we are induced to judge by expert -

- ence , that four Herefords/ure oxen , well fed , wilt do as mychk
Labour at plough ,as auy four horses in England or in Europe ,
are accustomed to do . " This wasthe Subject of converzation ,a
few days Since , between a traveller , at an Inn , and myseltf .
I was against oxen . 1 stated ' the additional quantity of work
done here by orses ; that oxen are laid aside in Yorkshire ;
and iv a particular manner , 1 held firm ! y by the communica -

tions of your Norfolk friends , respecting the ploughing of two
acres per day , with a two - horse plough , without a driver .
The traveller admitted that that quantity of land was trequent -

1y ploughed in Norfolk , in a day , with one plough and one

man ; but that two fresb horzes were usged in each half day ,

which , in fact , was taking four horses for he work . TF this

is the case , the Surprise of Farmer Sandy will cease . 1 can -

not determine this matter ; but am inclined to think the tra -

veller bad been ill - informed . 1 Should be glad if Some of

your Nortolk correspondent 5 would put a finishing hand to

M.

Oxen seem tv be your favourite animals , Mr . Editor ; but

as 1 am of opinion that horses are more profitable in the la -

bours of a farm , 1 must Solicit your pardon for Saying , that 1

think your correspondent Agricola Northumbriensits , has bigh -

Iy the advantage of you , upon this important Subject . Nay , 1

hope you will excuse me tor Saying Still more . Yours is mere »

Iy opinion , unaccompanied by either facts or arguments , while

his Statements . in favour of horses , are fully Supported by a

great deal of both . These Statements 1 have lately examined ,
In cConSequence of Some assertious that have appeared in your

publication , as well as of Some arguments I have lately heard

on this question ; and am strongly of opinion that 1t 18 10 CasyY

task to reſute them . But as I am anxious for further infor -

mation , I Should be glad to See upon what your opinion 13

fouuded , and how you Support your asSertions .

Your ' s , &c .

A NOVICE, .
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ON THE DISEASES OF SHEEP , SCAB , RUBBERS,
FOOT - ROT , MEGRIM , &c . -

To ihe Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
SIR ,

|
N the subject of diseases , whether animal or human , TI

am very much of the opinion of the author of the Ge -
neral Treatise on Cattle ; namely , that little good can be ex -
Pected from either the speculation , or the Practice of Such
People as are not of the medical profession ; and that where
Fecourse cannot be had to regular Veterinary practitioners ,
our diseased cattle and Sheep must even take their old
Chance , which according to my experience , has indeed been
generally a poor and forlorn one . As to the prescriptions
and practice of cow - doctors and farriers , the case ever has
been , and sti ] | is , heads or tails , kill or cure ; and to Set the
aflair in its most favourable light , is , when we may rationally
hope , if these learned doctors fail to do g00d , that they will
Dot do barm ; by the bye , an expectation seldom quite ra -
tional . There is , however , one great certainty , that their time ,
labour and hodge - podzes , notwithstandng all those may be
grievous ] y misapplied , must be paid for . In the name of all
that is in the least degree allied tv common zense , how could
our Sober and sedate lore - fathers , and how can we , their hope -
ful children , possibly expect, Since miracles are acknowledged
not . to be a modern growth , that ignorant and illiterate me -
chanics should be able to acquire a knowledge of medicine ? = -
and even the most dificult branch of it , animal medicine ,
far more difficult than the human , in as much , as tbat the
bruie is ever nnable to tell his tale , or to afford the least as -
SiStance towards the developement of the cause of his dis -
ease . In almost every case of public grievance , the fault
SubsIsts in the public neglect : thus we have ever encouraged
the Set of men , of whom we Speak , and enabled them , as well
as other fortune - tellers and Jugglers , to earn a livelihood by
the practice of imposture .

The keepers of cattle may however , by the early and con -
tant exercise of their powers and opportunities of observa -
tions , Sometimes discover the causes of unfavourable change
and of Sickness , which is a most material Step towards the
discovery also of the proper remedy ; for the grand oppro -
brium here , and in divers other cases , is groping in the dark ,
and taking things on trust . For example , eruptions on the
skins of Sheep , are lrequentiy caused by exposure to a Severe
and unchangeable atimosphere , and by low Keep , alias Starva -
tion , Now it often appears , that a man overlooking the ori »
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ginal causes of his misfortune , will be daubing and anointing
his Sheep , still kept under the influence of these causes , te

no mahner of purpose , excepting that of busily employing him -

self in mischief . I cannot better illustrate my meaning in this

place , than by a reference to one of your best practical cor -

respondents , John A . In your last Number , p . 287 , he

describes a case of rubbers in his Sheep , one patient under

which he very rationally kept three weeks in a warm house ,

but without trying any experiments . At the end of this pe -

riod , “ the pelt appeared to be moister , the young wool grow -

ing , and the small dry Scabs which were upor its back , whez

Put into the house , had disappeared ! A little pollard , bran ,

or barley meal , with as much Salt as the Sheep would eat ,

would doubtless have hastened and ascertained the „ cure .

This gentleman , it Seems , was disappointed at not finding 2

maggot in the brain of one of the Sheep which be killed , an

expectation however , into which he was mizled by those who

had confounded the disease with another Species . In fact ,

the rubbers is often confounded with the megrim or gid , be -

Cause , perhaps , Sheep in this last disease are olten zeen rubbing
their heads : but that malady generally knowu in Norfolk and

Suffolk by the name of rubbers , is merely an eruption on the

Skin , a variety , 1 Suppose , of the cab or mange , originating
in Some of the Same causes , and curable by remedies of ibe

Same kind . As to megrem , or giddy diseases , or bladder in

the head , it generally arises from dropsy of the brain , and the

author above - mentivned ,judges that it is often occasioned by
cold , caught whilst the animal is young . Your correspond -
ent very rationally attributes this eruption on his Sheep to the

wet and cold Seasons , of which we have had a Succeszion of

Jate years ; but as to its originating in breeding from the

Same Stock , I trust he pays no regard to Such an antiquated
and groundless notion . A man might doubtless breed from

the Same stock to the end of time , with Success , granting
they were originally good , and that he acted with judgment .
As to the foot - rot , it 1s occasioned by the feet remaining too

much in the wet or dirt , and heavy Sheep are ever most liable .

A good straw - yard is the best preventive , and the common

method of cure given by Mr . Carpenter , in one ot your late

Numbers , is generally Successful , if the Sheep' s feet in the

mean time be kept dry . /

FX amffSir ,
Your humble Servant ,

Surry Hills , 6 WIE



yn

1) 476

' “"
M8

409 Agricultural Reporf . Tune ,

LOSS OF LAMBS . t

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
S1R ,

|

7 CCORDING to the public Papers , Mr . Nathaniel

- Clarke , ot Bisbrooke , near ÜUppwaghaw , in Rutland -
Shire , lately lost ninety - nme Jambs , through injuirtously dress -

ing his ewes with Scab oiniment . As 4 once lost 50me Jambs
IN an unaccvountable way , 1 have now reason to Suspect It

might have been trom a cause zimilar to the above , and
Should think myself obliged to Mr . Clarke , or any farmer of
bis neighbourbood , to describe , through 1ihe channel of your
Magazine , the kind of ointment made use ot , how applied ,
and in what manner the lawbs were atiected ; how long be -
fore they were carried off , and in general , as many cCircum -
Stances as posSible .

;

I am, ' Sir ,
Your ' s , &c .

South Downs , SusSex . S. . Wa

< < < Wer EEE EKEnwmmemmmnunnuun

NORTHUMBERLAND AGRICULTURAL REPORT .

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
S18, June : 16, . 1806 .

THE frosts and Spows of March having been Succeeded

by ungeaial weather , almost the whole of our Seed oals
and barley were committed to the ground rather late in the
Season , Of course our crops , upon most of the Stroug and
wet Soils of this district , are not 50 forward as usual ; and

Upon a great part of the laiter , their present state is not pro »
Pitious ta the views of the husbandman . = - The wet and cold

Spring destroyed a very considerable part of the wheat plants ;
but though our crops of that ort of grain are generally urin ,
their growth has lately been vigorous , with : a good colour , he
weather in the present and much of the past month , having
been generally dry and warm . Some fertiliging rains have
also improved our crops , which , upon the dry and light lands ,
are almost universally laxuriant .

Our crops of artificial grasses are , upon the whole , but in -
different . =- - The turvip fallows have been weli prepared , about
one balf of which are already Sown under the most promising
Circumstances : dung , from the Juxuriance of last year ' s Crops ,
Is a plentiful article , and we may reazonably expect an abun -
dant turnip crop .

N

Almost ever Since the appearance of war with Prussia , our
corn markets have been in a fluctuating State , - At present
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wheats are worth about nine Shbillings and Sixpence to ten

ghillings , and 50me very fine Samples , ten Shillings and - three «

pence ; barley , fonr Shiliings ; pease , four Shillings and sIx -

pence to five Shillings ; and oats , three Shillings and four

pence to three Suillings and eightpence , per Winchester

bushel . Very considerable quantities of corn are still in the

Stack - yards .
The demand for grazing stock has been great , and the

prices higher than those obtained in the spring of last year .

The markets for fat Stock bave also been brisk in the past and

present month ; and cattle are vow readily Sold at Seven Shil -

lings and ninepence to eight shillings , and Some at eight shil -

lings and threepence ; Sheep ( wanting the fleece ) at eight

Shillings and Sixpence to eight Shillings and ninepence ; and

Jambs at eight shillings and mnepence to nine Shillings and

fourpence , per Stone of ſourteen pounds , Sinking the offal .

The demand for draught borses has lately been very great ;
and those which are young and good , have been Sold at from

thirty - five to forty guineas , and Some as high as forty - five to

ity pounds . The price of labour , in the last ' spring , 10 «

creased about fourteen to Seventeen per cent . or more , in this

part of the country .

ON RENTS AND COMPARATIVE HUSBANDRY , NORFOLK AND

NORTHUMRERLAND - = “ COMMUNICATIONS TO THE MAGA »

ZINE«. «

I am inclined to think that Agricola Norfolciensis Should

atiribute the difference of land rents in Northumberland and

Norfolk almost entirely to our Superior System of rural eco -

nomy , especially to our rotation of crops and Superior breeds

of black cattle and Sheep . What he has Stated as to the ex =

pensive habits and relative “ artificial wants " . of the farmers

of these iwo counties , does not appear to me to be founded

on the most correct information . This , however , is a deli -

cate Subject , and [ leave it in the hands of Farmer Sandy ,

who has already offered a few reinarks , and who will proba -
bly mount his “ whiskey, " and , aided by estates and plenty
ol port and brandy , drive vigorous ! y through it .

The climate of Norfolk is. ceitainly more favourable than

that of Northumberland . - - On the . quality of 1tbe land , I

find it more difficult to judge : Each county , no doubt , con -

tains a very great proportion
of poor , with a good deal of

middling , and Sowe rich grounds . Upon the whole 1 am of

opinion there is not a material difference in this respect .

Perhaps it may be in favour of “ Nortolk , which contains the

greatest proportiou of turnip Soll - - a Soil which farmers in

general prefer .
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The question which 1 lately - put to you , Mr . Editor , on the
insertion of politico - agrarian matter , is not correctly quoted
by Agricola Norfoleiensis . There is an addition of a little

monosyllable * - - - - 1 certainly did intend to insinuate that
the remarks of this excellent correspondent confirmed my
opinions relative to the difficulty of filling your pages with
vseful matter , without encouraging Politico - Agrarian discus -

5ion . I perfectly understood what he stated , as to extracts

from Lord Dundonald , Dr . Dick3zon , &c . &c . On this zub -

ject , 1 have already Said , my opinion coincides with his .

1 am Sorry to 35ay that your compositor has again committed

5ome mistakes . - - In your last Number there are Several errors
in punctuation in my Jetter . ' These , however , may have

arigen from the Shaking of my own hand . This Shaking is

Particularly felt when a farmer leaves the plough stilts and

Sits down to write . Then , you know , be may easily make 4
comma where there Should be nothing at all ; a colon for a

period , and a Semi - colon instead of a comma . But if Such

errors are made by the writer , it is the duty of your composi -
tor to rectify them , more especially where the mistake 1s clear
and obvious ,

My letters , I know very well , are not so legible as I could

wish , not only from that Shaking of the hand which almost

every ploughwan feels , especially whenhe is writing for pub -
Tication , but also from the want of leisure . I am certain ,
however , that in writing the letter which you have inserted
in your last Number , 1 was very particular in writing Mobi -

lity . 1 am certain that the Shaking of my hand did not
make tbe M an N. Yet the word is printed “<nobility . "
( See p . 295 , line 38 , Number 82 . ) - - This is very vexing , for

no man entertains a higher respect for the nobility of this

country , than 1 do ; and I have to requezt , in a mozt parti -
cular manner , that your compositor may steadily rezist the

effects of the Gallie mania which has attempted to convert

mobility into nobility . At least 1 Shall be “ “ d d angry, "
it a Similar mistake again appears in any of my papers . - -
The above letter contains some more uncorrected errors , par

tcularly overrated , for enervated nations .

1 am , Sir ,

Yours , &c .

AGRICOLA NORTHUMBRIENSIS .

' * Perhaps a typographical error »
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ON SPRING WHEAT .

FROM DR . DICKSOUN ' S PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE « »

HE Rev . Dr . Pike has stated , upon the conviction of

many experiments , WMiat wheat will thrive as well , and

produce as full a crop , if 5own in the Spring , as ifit had been

Committed to the ground . the autumn before ; and in many
Situations - ire is of opinion ( where it is Subject tv much wet

during the winter ) the crop will be much better in quality
and more abundant jn quantity . “ I have frequently s0wn, "

gays he , “ in the Spring , both the white and the Kentish red

wheat , Sometimes as late as the middle of March , and never

had a erop fail that was Sown at that time : nor have I ever

found any considerable difference in the times when the au

tumna ] l and the Spring crops ripened . "

Dr . Wilkinson , of Enfield , an intelligent agricultor , re -

commends the cultivation of spring - wheat , as a Species of

grain which , although 80wn so late as the lith of May , he

bas found , by experience , to ripen with the autumnal wheat .

He observes that Spring - wheat was known to the Romans , as

a Species distinet from the common wheat , and described as

Such by Columella , who conceived it very acceptable to the

farmer , when , on account of floods or rains , or other causes ,
he had been prevented from Sowing the autumnal kind . And

Mr . Dickson , in his account of the Agriculture ot the Anti -

ents , took it for granted that it had never been cultivated in

England , and expresSed a wish that the experiment might be

made . He considers it as well adapted to the wet climateof

Scotland , where , owing to heavy rains , the farmers are fre -

quently restricted in regard to the quantity of wheat that . can

be sown . Common wheat ,he 5ays , has been S0wn in the Spring
in Scotland , but has frequently failed . Bv Linnwus it is

termed Triticum e &stivum , Summer or Spring wheat .

It has four flowers in the calyx , three of which most] ly bear

grain : the calyxes Stand pretty distant from each other , on

both Sides of a flat Smooth receptacle . The leaves of the

Calyx are keel - Shaped , Smooth , and they terminate with a

ghort arista , The glumes of the flowers are Smooth and belly -
ing , and the outer leat of the glumes in every calyx , is ter -

minated by a long arista ; but the three inner ones are beard -

Jess . The grain is rather longer and thinner than the common

wheat . It is Supposed to be a native of Some part of Tar -

tary . *

* Bryant ' s Flora Diztetica .

As. Mag . Vol . 14 . Sh
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Mr . Ray also , he - 8ays , classes it as a distinet Species . It

is generally Supposed to have been introduced into this coun -

try about the year 1773 , under the name of Siberian wheat ,
Switzerland wheat , or bled de Mars . It is , however , men -

tioned by Harrison , an historian in the time of Elizabeth ,
though be Says it was known only to few husbandmen .

In Doss ! e ' s Memoirs of Agriculture ' and other ( Economical

Arts , Vol . II . a detail , tbe Doctor observes , is given of Some

experiments on the cultivation of this wheat , communicated

by Several gentlemen , to the Society of Arts . The observa -

ons there recorded , be Says , agree with his own experience .
The latest Sown , however , was the latter end of April ; the

produce is Stated at three and two quarters per acre . The

experiments seem to agree in de eciding , that no advantage
was gained by 5owing it early . Wheat sown in April , ripened
as early as what had been Sown the beginning of March .

That it does not tiller like common wheat , but Shoots up im -

mediately from its first appearance - above „ground, That the

grains are Smaller than common wheat ; but increase in Size

when sown on rich land . That it 1s NUE to the Smut . That it

would succeed in the fens and low lands , which are Subject
10 winter - foods . That it would be worth trying in the moun -

tainous parts of Derbyshire , Yorkshire , &c . where littleor

no wheat 1s 8S0wn , the Situation being too cold for wheat 50wn

in the autumn to staud the Severity of winter , frosts , and

rain , without perishing . In the first volume of the Transac -

1uons of the Society of Arts , Sir Wm . Fordyce , be remarks ,
»ives an account of an experiment on Spring or Siberian

SU in which two bushels of wbeat produced two quarters
of grain . It was Sown the beginning of April , after turnips ,
and was ſound to prove an excellent nurse of clover and rye -

grass , S0wn at the Same ume . The turDips had been drawn ,
and not ted of by Sheep . The Soil a mixture of gravel and

clay . Andin the Annals of Agriculture , Vol . VIL and X .

Some important experiments on Spring wheat are recorded by
Mr . Ruggles , ot Clare . Seed two and three bushels per

acre ; the produce ſrom two to three quarters . Time of s0Ww-

ing the end of March . Mr . Ruggles observes , that this

wheat is apt to receive injury ( 140 heel and dry weather .

" EVAN, AU requires a dry mouidy Soll ; If moist , 50 much the

better ; but he does not conceive the crop equal to Spring
corn , DUE the price of wheat Should exceed the average
ditlerence between that grain and barley , or when , from an

uncommon quantity of rain in autumn , the wet lands may not

bave been sown . The weight Sixty - three pounds and a quar -
ter each bushei , conta ning eight gallons three piuts » Mr .

Ducket , the Doctor 5ays , has culuvated Spring - wWheat on a
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large Scale . He drills two bushels per acre , about the middle

of March . He has grown it on the Same land for three years

Sücce55iIvely . He bas reapcd this wheat on tbe 25th of July ,

go ! in turnips , and then . wheat again in Spring . And Mr .

Marshall , in his Survev of the Midland Counties , remarks ,

that Spriag - wheat is cultivated and approved of in that dis

triet . It was likewise Stated in the General Evenwg Post , of

Novewber 1. th , 1800 , that in an account ol an experiment
made that year on the genuine spring - wheat : =- A person at

Bridgenornth , Sowed ten acres with the above wheat , on the

2uth and 30h ot April , which produced on the average more

than twenty - one tUCreaves , common - Sized Sheat , per acre ;
and , from a uial made of its produce , yielded more than

gixty quarts of fine wheat per threave - Seven acres was a

two year old clover - ley , cold clay land , ploughed more than

Seven months before S0owing . Four acres of the above Seven ,

were manured with four hundred bushels of lime belore 80W «

ing , rhe other three with oue hundred buzhels of Soot SIX

weeks alter . The remaining three acres were 80wn on rathet

Jigbt land after turnips . The whole S0wn on one ploughing ,
aud housed early in September .

Tne result of tze Doctor ' s extensive experience on the cul «

tivation of Spring wheat , is as lollows : ==1. That it is a dis -

tinet Species of wheat , as observed by Columella , Linnaeus ,

and Ray . He has Sown it in Spring , at the Same ume , and

in the Sa » e eid , with commog wheat . The common wheat

failed , while thv Spring - wheat rose to a crop . 2dly , That

being liable to be hurt by the tfrost , no advantage Is gained

by early Sowing . That though tlie proper Season may be

about the middle ol ! April , yet it may be sown So late as the

Loth oi May , as he toun . i by experience last year , when , not «

withstanding the unfavourabie Season , it ripened before bar «

Jey Sowa at the Same time , and on the saime field , and was

cut on the 20th of September , immediately after the autumn

50wn wheat ; the crop two quarters per acre . S8dly, That

about two bushels may be the proper quantity ot Seed per

acre ; when dnilled , less 3; bis has been S0own broad - cast . That

the average produce may be about two quarters per acre , un »

Jess when S0wn after turnips ted off yy Sheep , when he has

gawed three quarters per acre . 4thly , That the average

value may . be about one Shilling less per bushel than the com

mon wheat , He sold this year the Spring - wheat at ten Shil «

lings , while eleven Shillings was given tor ihe common Sort .

5tbly , That being a Smaller grain than the common wheat ,

it ripens earlier and with less Sun : in a. wet harvest , therefore ,

it dries Sooner for grinding , as he experienced last year . That

it receives but Jittie injury from a weit eummer aud autumn ,
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but will ripen earlier than barley in Such a season . And ,
G6thly, That when barrowed in on autümn - 5sown wheat , in

places where the crop has tailed , it wil ] vipen at the Same
time without injuring tbe Sample 3; which would not be the
case with eitber barley or oats . It may therefore , he thinks ,
on a large farm , deserve the attention of 1m1e husbandman ,
and be worth his while always to cultivaie a Smali quantity ,
as the best means of restoring a thin wheat crop . Magazan
beans , when äibbled in , will answer the Same purpose , but

Perhaps not equally well , as they may be longer in drying
than the wheat . *

;
But though Dr . Wilkinson recommends tbe Triticum

estinum as best adapted for spring culture , Dr . Pike ihinks
that in Some northern parts of the island , where the common
wheat is generally found to fail when 50wn in spring , it may
probably be 50 : but continues his assertion that be has re -

Peatedly 50wn both the common red or Kentieh wheat , and
the white , in the Spring , and had excellent crops . Jr . Pike
bas not , however , mentioned the nature ol his land .

The former of the above writers has likewize given Some
useful observations , the result of his own Xperience , on the
nature and cultivation of another kind oi wheat , usually known

by tbe title of Egyptian or Prolijic wheat , though htile at -
tended to by writers on husbandcy . He tound the first year ,
on three acres of moist loam , which had been previous ) y fal -

lowed , that nine bushels of Seed produced nine quarters of
wheat . “ In the Same field , after a Similar preparation , ie
Same proportion of white wheat , Sown at the Same time , pro -
duced three quarters four bushels per acre . In both cascs the
fallow was dressed with about one hundred bushels of lime per
acre , at Seven - pence per bushel deliverea . Four bughels of
the Egyptian wheat , though weighing tour pounds wore than
the Same quantity of white wieat , yet produced twelve pounds
less ot four , the bran being coarSer and heavier .

Alſter the month of May the growth was more rapid than
ihat of common wheat ; on which account , he Should Suppose
it might be Sown with advantage in Spiivbg . The ensuing
Spring will present a fair opportunity for the trial . The Straw
50 nearly resembles a reed , hat it has been called reed wheat .

Being heavy and tough , itis cut with difficulty ; ou which
account the reapers require an extraordinary price . Itisex =
cellent for thatching , and he has employed it for this purpose
on a large hay - barn . The trusses , on account of their weight, '
would appear S0 Small , that the Straw would not be Saleable
in the London market , The ears are bearded like ihe cong

9 Monthly Magazine , Vol , IX , p, 244 .
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wheat , but in Shape resemble the Square wheat or rivet . The

length of the straw and weight of the ear make it liable to

lodge .
<< On exposing it to Sale , he found the millers not inclined

to purchase it . They complain that it Is of t00 horny a na -

wie ; that it grinds hard , and obliges them to Set their Stones

100 eloze . The flour is coarser and darker than that of the

common wheat . A miller who purchased Some was charged

by bis eustomers with grinding rivets . Great part of the crop

Sold at a price but little above that of good barley . Astbe

crop , though apparently thin on the ground , had yielded
three quarters per acre , he entertained hopes tbat the cul -

vation might answer even at the price of barley, - - if on

lighter laud , and a warmer Soll , he could Secure a larger

produce . With this view , therefore , the following year , he

Sowed on a lighter loaim 1two acres with this wbeat , and the

remaining Six acres of the field with the common red wheat :

the whole on a clover ley . The produce of the red wheat

was three quartiers per acre , butofthe Egyptian not above two

quarters per acre ; and he found great difficulty in disposing
of it even at the price of barley . He concludes , therefore ,

that this wheat will not answer im this country , where wheat

of a Superior quality can be cultivated to advantage , unless

it can be introduced as a Spring corn . He has Since met with

au account of this grait having been Sown in the Spring , as

Egyptian or Siberian barley , under which vame it was Iintro -

duced into this country in the year 1767 .

The Rev . Dr . Pike has Sown it as Spring corn in the middle

of April , and bas had above four quarters per acre . It was

on very good land , and kept perfectly clean trom weeds . Ifit

be truly a vative of Egypt , be Should have jJudged , that 4

ligt but very rich Soil night have been most proper for it :

nevertheless , he thinks = e bas found , that ( like English rivets )

Strong land Suits it best . It gives a very bold , plump , Sound

grain , of a good colour . He cannot think that itis the Same

as the Siberian wheat ( or barley , as Some have called it ) . The

grains do not answerthe descniption Wwhich Some authors give
of that Species . That was , be SayS , introduced into this counlry

about tie year which Dr . Wilkinson mentions ; but this was

known here at least above one hundred and twenty years be -

fore ; for he has found a Short description , and a tolerably

good figure , ot it in Parkinzon , page 1120 , under the name

ot Triticum multiplict SPICH: . IN : We figure , its very remark -

able disunction from all other Sorts 15 well expressed , by a

number of Short ears growing out of the Sides of the ciaief

ears . He calls it in Eoglish double - eared wheat , and zaysS

tuat it grows about 1,9078 in France ,
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ON DISCOLQURED BARLEY AS SEED .

FROM DR. DICKSON ' S PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE .

N opposition to an opinion stated by Mr . Kerrich , that
“ out of a coomb of discoloured barley , more than two

busbels will not inh most instanves , work on the malting Boor ; "
and that he is of opinion , it cannot be relied upon for Seed ,
“ as the Seeds do not vegetate better in the ground than theif
do upon the floor : " an intelligent Norfolk farmer , determined

to try the vegetative powers of barley in different tints of dis -

Coloration ; and found , as be expected , that the mere cir -

Cumstance of discoloration , had nothiag to do with the pro -
Cess of germination when the Seed is committed to the ground .
If the corculum , the speck of vitality , be n6t injured , the

Seed , he believes , will invariably germinate : the cotyledons
are merely organs of nutrition , which convey the oily farina -
Ceous matterof which they are compozged , to the infant plant :
if the nutritious Substance be liberally commuvnicated , which

we Suppose to be the case when the cotyledous are Jarge ,
Plump , and firm , the plant , it is obvious , will thrive better
and more rapidly , than wben the Ccotyledons , Shrunk and

zbrivelled , distribute a parsimonious mucilage . Still , how -

ever , the deficiency of natural nourishinent in this latter case

1ay , be is persuaded , be in a great measure Supplied by im -

Parting an additional fecundity to the Soil , He Selected from

a heap of barley , which lay ia his barn , twenty kernels , the

most thin and meagre which be could find ; this was during
tbe Severest part of winter . He planted them in Sone very
rich mould , and kept the pot in bis Study ; where every one
of them germinated , tardily indeed at first , but the radical

Übres Soon Spread , and the plants grew luxurnantly . In his

garden he atterwards planted Some of the blackest barley he

could find , alarge proportion of which grew , and was healthy :
the corculum ot 5ome few kernels bad been injured , probably
rotted by excessive rains , and those kernels made no effort to

germinate .
In contradiction of the Second position , he picked from the

floor of a neighbouring maltster Sixty kernels of barley , which

having been in the heap ( as he was asSured by him ) tor nine -
teen days , had refused to malt . He told him , perhaps truly ,
that those kernels would certainly not vegetate , however long
they remained on his ßoor . He planted them in his garden :
and out of Sixty , forty - five grew as rapidly and vigorously as
Hhe ever Saw barley in his life . In Short , it is evident that
warmth and moisture , however essential to germination , are
not of themselves suficient to induce it . 15 it not probable ,
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Says the experimenter , that the coreulum of these kernels

which refused to germinate on the floor , was Stimulated into

action by the larger proportion of oxygen which the mould

of the garden contained * If s0 , and the fact 18 very easily
ascertained , the maltster is not 50 much at the mercy of the

Seasons as Mr . Kerrich would lead us to imagine : he may

Surely contrive to impart a portion of oxygen to his malt - heap
withorpt wuch difticulty , and without much expence .

Encouraged by the Success of his Jittle experiments on the

growth of discoloured barley , be Sold his brightest corn , and

trusted his whole crop to the most ordinary and the darkest

Seed he had . And the present appearance of his erop , econ -

SisSting of more than forty acres , gives him reason - to expect an

» h barley will grow in the ground
after having received conziderable discolorativn , nay after an

incipient germination has taken place in the ear as it has lain

on the ground , yet it certainly may be 50 injured as to be

very unsafe for Seed . He agrees , herefore , with Mr . Ker -

nich , in earnestly recommending to those , who at any future

Scason may be disposed to 80w dark barley ,
“ first to try a

sinall quantity of what they may reserve for Seed , that they

may ascertain wbether it will grow or not , before they 50w

Meir general crop . "

abundant produce . Althot

EEE DOIAIfe

ENUMERATION OF PATENTS LATELY ENROLLED .

March 8, «YATRICK WHYTOCK , of Liverpool , in the

1806 . T county of Lancaster , Merchant ; for an im -

provement in the manufacture of piece goods , composed of

cotton , of flax , or vf hemp , or of any mixture or mix -

tures of two or more of these articles , by which such goods
will resist the rotting action of wet or moisture much better

than Similar fabrics manufactured by the methods in common

Lambeth , in the county ot Surrey , merchant ; for certain

machinery for gla 9 leather , now usually per -

formed by hand .
Mj: ! RI .

12 . Edward Dampier , Edward Jackson , and James

Shackleton , of Primrose - street , in the city of London , manu -
; , » »

facturers , for certain macnery for rasping , gratitgy or re -
4 x j

ducins into Small parts Or povd ; r , SUCN WO0003 , Ury25s, and



410 Enumeration of Patents . [ June ,

other substances , for the use of dyers and others, ; as are not
easily to be pulverized by mere percussion .

March 13 . Michael Logan, of Paradise - street , in the parish
of Rotherhithe , in the county of Surrey , engineer , for an
entire new system of marine , fort , and ficld artillery .

PENZE 872 18 . Charles Robert West , of Plough - court , Fetter
Jane , in the city of London , - optician , and William Buc j
of King ' s Head - court , Shoe - lave , in tbe city of London ,
Optical Turner ; for improvements in day or night Tele -
SCOPpes , whereby the Same will be rendered more portable
than they now are .

SWTEUMES 21 . Henry Gove Clough , of Norton - ztreet , in the
Parish of St . Mary - le - bone , in the county of Middlesex , Sur -
geon ; for improvements in the instruments Or apparatus com -
monly called trusses , which are used for compressing and
Supporting Such parts of the human frame as are or may be
Tuptured or disposzed to protrude . ;

ee wem Francis Place , of Charing - cross , in the parish
of st . Martin in the Fields , in the county of Middlesex , Tay
lor and Mercer ; for improvements in locks for M uskets , pis -
tols , fowling pieces , carriage guns , and every Species of fire
alms .

EE PEN Richard Oitley , of Myrtle - hill , near Carmar «
then , in Carmarthenshire , esq . and James Jeans , of Ports -
Wwouth , in the county of Hants , Ship builder ; for improve «
ments in chain - pumps , in the mode of working the Same ,
and in the wells for receiving Such pumps ; whereby much
manual labour will be Saved .

DERI EIE 26 . Joseph Hinchliffe , of Dumfries , in that Part of
the united kingdom called Scotland , cutler and Surgeons in -
Strumept - maker ; for a method of manufacturing elastic
Spring trusses for ruptures or rupture bandages .

eee 20 . Bracey Clark , of Giltspur - street , in the city of
London , Veterinary Saurgeon ; for ibprovements upon horse -
Shoes .

IE I uu , Quinting M“ Adam , of Anderston , near the city
of Glasgow , in the county of Lanark , in that part of the
united kingdom called Scotland , manufacturer ; for an im «
Proved method of dressing yarns for weaving , by means of a
Dew and useful machine .

DESHERECREE William Parr , of Bermondsey New - road , in the

County ot Surrey , gentleman , Richard Bevington , of Grace «
ehurch - street , in the city of London , merchant , and Samuel
Bevington , of Grange - road Beraiondsey , in the Said county
of Surrey , leatlier - dresser ; for a machine for Splitting bides ,
Skins , pelts , or leather , in an improved manier .
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CRITICAL CATALOGUE .

A General View of the Agriculture of EaST LOTHIAN : drawn up

far the confideration of the Board of Agriculture and Internal Im

"provement , from the Papers of zhe late ROBERT SOMERVILLE »

E59 . Surgeon , in Haddington . - - - Nichol and Go

[ Continued from our last . ])
HE best R0TATIONS in the district are Said to be thoſe of al -

ternate green and white crops , with ſome exceptions of a ſuc -

ceſlion of two white corn crops , on dry loams . Under the drill cul -

ture indeed , ſuch exceptions , and many others , would have no ill ef -

fects ; in the Lothians it must be bad practice .
WEEDING «

<< This operation is of 50 much importance , in agriculture , that it

well deſerves to be treated as a ſeparate branch of improvement ;
at the Same time , it is ſo much attended to in East Lothian , as to

merit particular notice in a ſurvey of that county . The clearing of

the lands from weeds is ſo eſſential to good husbandry , that , if it be

neglected , we may ſafely pronounce it impoſſible to carry on any
other operation to advantage . The farmer who does not clean his

land can never reap good crops from it , never ſo good , at leaſt , as
he might obtain . He may beſtow plenty of manure , and he may
reduce his ground to a fine mould , in order that his plants may rea -

dily extend their roots in ſearch of the nouriſhment which he pro -
vides for them , but every weed left in the ſoil muſt take ſo much

from the artificial plants which it is his object to rear . The . na -
tural inhabitants of the ſoil will have the full ſhare of every benefit

beſtowed , if the ſtrangers placed among them ſhould ftarve . The

manure beſtowed , in ſuch circumſtances , may be reguarded as in a

great measure thrown away ; one half of it would unqueſtionably
produce greater effect if enjoyed excluſively by the uſeful plants . ==
In truth , it not unfrequently happens , that very rich fields , oyer -

run with weeds , yield much worse crops than others of a far inferior

quality , which are kept clean .
<< There are ſome weeds , no doubt , in every field ; in ſome fields

they are extremely numerous ; now , if for each weed of a consider -
able ſize , a ſtalk of corn would grow , how greatly would the fertili -

ty of any spot be increaſed by being rendered perfectly clean ! - - -

Every weed that is removed leaves room either for an additional

Nalk of corn , or for thoſe which grow to be more productive : The

very firſt object of the farmer then , ſhould be to deltroy every weed

to the utmoſt of his power , and , in proportion as he renders his
land clean , he may inſure himſelf that his crops will receive ' the
full benefit of all his labour and of all his manure . * "

OBSTACLES TO IMPROVEMENT -
" ' Fhe ſentiments of Mr . Somerville , on the ſubject of covenants ,

are ſo liberal and judicious , that we cannot reſiſt the temptation ,
Ag . Mag . Vol , 14 . 3 K
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much as we have already extended this article , of quoting them
ſomewhat at large ,

<< Im the best improved distri &s ſome improper practices may be
ſuppoſed ſtill to remain , and ſome Prejudices to be enrertained
againſt things , which more mature experience Shall proye to be
beneficial , Ihere are diſadvantages of Soil and climate 100 , from
which few places are entirely exempted , and for which human in -
duſtry cannot provide a perfect cure . Man is not anſwerable for
the obſtacles which nature has oppoſed to his exertions ; but , in as
far as his progreſs is impeded by his own prejudices and by cuſtoms »
which he has eſtabliſhed , he deſerves io be condemned even for
wan “ of ſucceſs . There are perhaps fewer artificial obſtacles to im -
Provement in this country than in moſt others , and thole which do
exiſt , are neither peculiar toit , nor retained ſo much , it is probable ,
through obſtinacy , as through inattention to their effects . The
mutualinterest between landlotid and tenant seems , upon the whole ,
to be Suficiently . vnderltood ; - and . the : connexion : between ! fhen re -
gulated on fair and libera principles . There are (till ſome things ,
However , which may be ſaid to ſhackle the husbandman in his ex -
ertions , and conſequently to impede the progreſs of improvemeat .<< It may be laid down as a firſt principle , that whatever deters
the tenant from laying out his capital on the ground , operates as
an . obſtacle to ihe improvement of the ſoil . ' The merchant and ma -
nutaturer lay out their capital without heſitation , becauſe it is lia -
ble to noother rick than what reſults from the ordinary hazard of
trade ; and it is this freedom , which cauſes trade to flouriſh . If the
cultivator ofthe ſoil had no other danger to apprehend except that
which reſults trom bad ſeaſons , he would lay out his money . with
equal confidence ; but if he labour under disadvantages peculiar to
Lumself , they ought certainly to be removed , in order that he may
be placed on an equal footing with other traders , and be equally
Succeſsful , Farmers are not here , and perhaps no where in Britain ,
placed en that equal footing with other traders , which the intereſts
of agriculture require .

<< One of the firit and , greateſt obſtacles to agriculture in this
county 15, that the farmer has no power to. diepose ot his leaſe . It
is underſtood , that by the common law of Scotland he has not : the li -
berty ofreletting , unleſs it be expressly ſecured to him inthe deed ,
under which he poſleſles . On abſtratt principles , nothing appears
more abſurd or unjuſt ; the ihop - keeper may let his ſhop , deliver
over his goods to his ſucceſsor , and take a ſum of money tor giving
up an eitabliihed bufineſs . . On what principle ought the farmer to
be prohibited trom transferr ' ng his eltablüihed buſineſs to another ,
for a valuable conſideration ? Why ſhould he not relet his farm , ſell
his ftock , it he pleaſe , and put another in poſſeſſion of that trade ,
trom which he chooſes to retire ? By every rule ot fairre Jong , the
cultivator ( eems entitled to the ſame power over his trade 25. the
merchant and manufacturer . It ſometimes happens , however , that
what . appears juſt in theory , would be unſafe in pradtice . Lett be
conſidered , then , whe . her the intereſt of agriculture be injured in
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fa &, as it ſeems to be , in theory , by not placing the farmers leaſe

on the ſame footing with any part of his property . There are

three very ! upposable caſes , in which it would be clearly forthe in -

tereſt of the farmers that leaſes were ſubjet to the Same laws as

other property : in caſe of a tenant wiſhing to transfer his leaſe to

another ; his becoming bankrupt ; or , his dying without an heir ca -

pable of managing a tarm , or being diſpoſed to engage in ſuch pur -

ſuits .
«« It is impoſſible to ſpecify the various inducements , which far -

mers may have for reletting their farms : but there are ſome of

them ſo obvious , that they cannot be overlooked by any person .

A farmer may be deſirous ofretiring from the fatigues ot an ative

employment , and have a favourable opportunity of obtaining from

another , remuneration ' for the expense , the labour , and the risk ,at
which he has biought his lands into an improved ſtate . He may

have highly improved his farm , and deſire to withdraw his capital

for the purpoſe of employing it in improving ſome other place ,

which promiſes a good return for his money and labour : he may

find , that he has engaged in an undertaking not unprofitable In It «

ſelf , but above his means , and wiſh to give it up , before he be ruin -

ed' by it ; or , finally , he may chooſe to withdraw his capital from

fatming , in order to employ it in ſome other way more to his taſte .

Theſe are certainly all very ſuppoſable caſes , and in every one of

them , it would manifeſtiy be for the advantage of the individual ,

that he could diſpoſe of his leaſe without lying at the mercy 0! his

Jandlord . And why ſhould he , more than other men , lie under a

reftrittion , which expoſes hin to the chance of not being able to

enjoy a manifeit advantage , or of incurring a certain loſs ? Its

nothing 10 ' the purpoſe to allege , that proprietors will ſeldom with -

hold their conſent when tenant : can diſpoſe of their farms to manifeſt

advantage ; proprietors , who thoroughly underſtand their own in -

tereſt , will not ; but why [ hould any have a : power which ſome may
abuſe ?

<< Now it certainly requires no great acuteneſs to pe ' ceive , that

whatever may prevent a perſon from drawing in his money , or de -

riving tull benefit from it , zus ? render him cautious about laying
it out . AsK any inteiligent and conſiderate farmer , whecher , i he

had no proſpe & of leaving his leaſe to a perſon ; whoie intereſt he

regarded as his own , he would lay out his money as freely in drain «

ing , liming , manuring , &c. under a reftriction not to trinstfer his

Jeaſe , as he wonld do,i ' be might diſpoſe of it at his pleaſure . The

queſtion would be eaſily anſwered ; in caſe of having fall power,ot
his lease , he would conſider all muney laid out on improvements ,
as put to intereſt , and likely not only t » yield him ſome ? a ivantage
in the mean rime , but an ample re nuneration if he ( houid relec his

farm ; on the other hand , it he hai not that power , he would re -

gardall the money laid out on impgovements , promiäng only a dis -

tant return , as probably thrown away .
<< Syppoſing a farmer to become bankrapt , it' is neither juſt

nor reaſonable , that his creditors Ihould be prevented from dilpos -

ing of. his leaſe to the beſt advantage ; hey could in molt caſesz
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do nothing better thanſell the reverſion of it : by public au &ion , but
they are debarred from this by law , as it is underſtood at preſent
to ltand ; rhey may often have the mortification to ſee themſelves
deprived of the benefit , which might ſoon have been derived from
improvements effetted perhaps in a great meaſure by ifeir own mo -
ney . Its eaſy to ſee how this may . frequently operate againſt im -
Provements ; a farmer , whoſe ſolvency is doubtful , is leſs likely to
obtain credit than any other perſon in ſimilar circumſtances ; he is
regarded ſomething like the ſpendthrift heir of an entailed eſtate ,
whoſe property is ſufficient to pay his debts , but placed beyond the
reach of his creditors « It is not extravagant to ſüppoſe , that far -
mers might frequently be ſaved from bankruptcy , if they could give
a proper ſecurity on their leaſes . A little money , advanced at a
Particular criſis , might car1y matters on , and enable a perſon at
laſt to fulfil all demands , and have a comfortable reverſion to him -
lelf , which without that aid , he could not have accompliſhed , nor
even have paid his debts .

<< It ſometimes happens , that a farmer at his death leaves a num -
ber of Children , whoſe principal ſupport is to be derived from his
leaſe ; while none of them can dire &t the affairs of a farm , they could
adopt no plan ſo profitable as that of ſelling the leaſe , and yet they are
often , either forced to lie at the mercy of ſervants , who may be 19-
norant and careleſs , or throw up that , from which they were entitled
to expet much benefit . A widow and a number of young children
oſten ltrugg/e to carry on the buſineſs of a farm , which in their own
hands yields them nothing ; but , if diſpoſed of to a proper perſon ,
might have rendered them comfortable . It may happen too , that a
tenant , in the proſpect of his demiſe , inſtead of leaving his leaſe ex »
cluſively to one - member of his family , would chooſe to convert it in -
to money , and divide the produce equally among all . In fine , his
heir at law may be a perſon , for whom he has no reaſon to entertain
much regard , and therefore he would rather leave - his leaſe , or the
advantages ariſing from it , to another more deſerving .

<< In all . theſe ( uppoſable caſes , it is very plain that the tenant ' s in -
tereſt and comfort would be greatly promoted , if he could diſpoſe of
his Jeaſe in the ſame manner that a merchant or manufacturer can
diſpoſe of his trade ; and it is equally plain , that the very idea of
wanting this advantage mult often cramp him in his exertions , and
render him leſs liberal in Jaying out capital and employing labour ,
which cannot be reſtored for a confiderable time . In no branch of
trade is it more neceſſary to aſſure the trader , that in laying out mo »
DEY, nothing ſhall prevent him from reaping the profit , which it may
eventually yield . " When a tenant drains , limes , or even gives his
ground a complete fallow , he is to be paid in ſeveral ſucceſſive years ;
in proportion then , as you diminiſh his ſecurity for reaping , in every
poſible way , and to the laſt moment of his contrat , all the advan

tage of his labour and expenſe ,you leſſen his inducements4 &to do more
than is barely neceſſary ; you reduce him in ſome degree to the con -
dition of a tenant at will , or a life - renter . ' There are many caſes ,
it will readily be allowed , in which want of power to diſpoſe of 8

7
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leaſe will have no ſuch influence : but it is ſoficient for the argument
il there are many in which it has and muſt have this eſte &.

<< It will not certainly be maintained , that the want of this pow -
er , though unfavorable to the tenant , is not an impediment 10 im -

provement . Whatever 1s injurious to the tenant muſt operate againft
the landlord , and ultimately againſt the country . If the husbandman
be diſcouraged from improving , the land of the proprietor does not
increaſe in value , and the public receives not that advantage in - in -

creaſing fertility , which might be enjoyed . The ideatis as unjult as
it 1s illiberal , that the intereſts of the landlord and of the tenant are

neceſlarily at variance , and that they ſhould always be jealous of each
other . No doubt it is natural for the former to defire as high a rent
as can poſſibly be obtained , and equally natural for the latter to deſire
his land as cheap as poſible . Bat , if the landlord , by exceſlive rent
or ſevere reſtrictions , cramp the tenant in his improvments , he mutt

prevent the amelioration of his property , he 1s in fact killing . his
hen that lays the golden eggs ; on theother hand , the farmer cannot
raiſe heavy crops to enrich himſelf , without increaſing the value of
the proprietot ' s land , nor can he injure that land without injuring
himſelf . In reality , the ultimate obje & of both landlord and tenant
15, to bring the ſoil 10 the higheſt poſſible ſtate of fertility ; in attain -

ing this objed the public is equally intereſted ; and it muſt be mani -
feit to every one capable of the leaſt refle &ion , that the dire & and

only way to accompliſh what is univerſally ſo deſirable , is to encou -

rage the husbandman to exert all his Skill and to employ all his ca -
pital , The proprietor would conſult his own intereſt , were he to
offer a premium , for the encouragement of bis tenants in making 1m

Provements ; ' but this is not often neceſſary , he needs only to let them
alone ; let him give leaſes of a ſufiicient length , containing proper
clauſes for protecting his property during the laſt three or four yearss
the reſt may be ſafely left to the induſtry of the tenants , prompted by
their own intereſt . If the proprietor take care not to let his lands
to an improper perſon , he may be ſatisfied , that , whether it be occu -

pied by the original leſſee or a ſubſtitute , it can be in no danger z
and he will be ſo much the more certain ofhis rent , as the ſecurity of
two or more perſons is preferable to that of one . Nothing is con -
tended for , that can be injurious to the intereſt of the proprietors 3
they are not required to give up their claim on the perſon with whom

they originally transact , and their ſecurity cannot , in any reſpet , be
leſlened by the intervention of another party to the agreement ; itcan -
not diminiſh the advantage of the Jeflor , if the original tenant derives
ſome profit by a transfer of the leaſe , for the ſubſtitute cannot afford
him this profit , without increaſing the produtive powers of the ſoil ,
and conſequently the value of the property . It may be afirmed with
confidence then , that the law which hinders a tenant from diſpofing
of his leaſe , like any other piece of property , is extremely injurious
to the intereits of agriculture ; it is the greateſt obſtacle to IMprove -
ment , which exilts in this county and while it prevents the farmer
from laying out his capital with perfect freedom , it ultimately injures
the proprietor , by preventing his land from attaining its higaeß
value . "
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On moſt of . the great queſtions of public and rural economy , this

author ( cems to have had extenſive and enlightened views , and like

a true diſciple of his iduſtricus c untryman , Adam Smith , who 13

falsely aſcerted t9 have bcen the copyiſtof the French Encyclopediſts . -
They preceded him indeed , but Smith poſſefſed a great original ſtock

of his own , and 15 totally free from heir errors . Mr . Somerville ,

however , did not poſſeſs powers or leiiure ſuflicient , t0 comprehend
the full Scope of Smiths plan , inſtances of which prelent themielves

in his book . We find allſo occaſional weak parts , as wel ] in his ob -

fervations , as in the Lothian agricultural pradice . Muco has been

ſaid , as we have obſerved , of this bighiy cultured diſtrict , yet here

as in all diſtriäs and farms , under broadcaſt culture , weeds and grassy
bottoms of arable land ate to be ſound . W? demand an explanation
or proof of the necesSity and profit of growing weed , being alike utterly

ignorant of either 1he one or 1he other : and zue must . dzmur , vefore auc

Pronounce any farm correctly cultured , on which weeds are Suſffered to grow .
On this head we recommend to our readers , a reperuſal of their New

Farme : ? s Calendar

Page 111 , we find a very grave recipe how to make P1CKLE : had

zt been a new and ſuperior one , for mangoes or onions , we had been

better pleaſed . Pickles of this last ſpecies , accompanied with a

quarter of a ſone of good Highland Scot beef , are an excellent pre -
ventive of hunger , prob e/?7. Mr . S. very fairly allows that - - “ ſome

do not ſcruple to afüirm that they bave no ſmut , though they never

practice pickling : others aſſert that chey have tried it wich all imagin -
able care , and tound it no ſecurity . " His ſabſequent reaſoning
( page 113 ) is far beneath him . He asks what need of cabbages
where turnips can be grown . But what , where they cannot be grown . ?
It reminds us of a certain reporter , who asked what poſible fallow

Crop could be grown upon clays . Carrots too are fit for nothing but

the garden . What will Mr . Secr : tary Young , what will our Suf -

folk , Es : ex , Kent , and Surrey , readers ſay to this ? We ſhall make

our concluſion with a little faihionable fcience ; although grown old

we muſt not be altogether out of faſhion .

Page 7
“ The beneficial effets öf heat and ſun - light on vegetation ,

are now well underſtood ; and it is an eſtabliſhed " fat , that the colour

of flowers , as well as the nutritive qualities of all the produtions of

the earth , depend upon the proportion of light and heat they enjoy
during their growth and ripening . " MNozy well underſtood ! - - an es =

tabliſhed faet !!

He made an implement to know ,
If the moon ſhine at full , or no ,
And could , as ſoon as e? er ſhe ſhone ſtraight ,
Whether " twere night or day , demonſtrate .

It is unneceſlary to remark , that we ' do not make theſe quotations
outof the [ malleſt dilreſpect to the memory of the iogenious and wor -

thy author , who we are convinced , wrote ſuch ſentences merely pra

forma , aad with the ſame view that he par on a new faſhioned hat ,
or coat . Our chemical farwers may find a luſcious treat in page 284

10 - 293 , Analyſes by diſtillation , of the various ſoils . If they extract

a ſingle novel ox uſeful principle thercfrom , we ielicitate them on
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their ſagacity , and humbly request the favour of their communica -
tions . In page 289 », it will appear that the author either did not
live long enough to catch a glimle of the neweſt new light , or that
Dodors differ on th15 , as on all other ſubje &s . Mr . S. ſeems to have
reſtored /al ?s t0 their ancient rank ; and to have been unapprized
that the college had determined that 7702 ſhould be thenceforch a fer -
tilizer «

4 1 : 3876 . 0 . 8 . . %

OF

Agriculture .
EINE

PROCEEDINGS OF AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES .

Kent Society , for ihe Encouragement of Agriculture and

Industry .

A “ the anniverſary of this Society , holden at the Fountain Tavern ,
Canterbury ,on Friday the zoth ot May , 1806 ; the tollowing pre -

miums were adjudged
CLASS 1, SERVANTS :

Married . Po Wm . Piper , Bailiff to Mr . Wiſe , of Borden , thirty - two
Years ; two guincas .

To George Rogers , Waggoner to Mr . Cobb , of Selling , twelve years ,
two guimneas .

Single : To Wm . Stone, , Bailiff to Mr . Sankey , Chartham , ſeventeen

years , two guineas .
To James Hulke » , Bailiff to Mr . Adams , of Wye , thirteen years , two

Euime iS.
Female . Tp Elizabeth Poulter , Allworks , maid to Mr . John Gurney ;

of Chiſlet , eighteen years , two guineas «.
To Hannah Odiam , Dairy maid to Mr , Stephen Love , of Headcorn ,

fourteen years , two guincas .
For the Boy premium , no candidate ,

CLASS 2; LABOURERS .
To Stcphen Davis , Sacpberd to Mr . Denne , of Littlebourn , fifty - one

Fears ) two guineteas .
To John Ancock , Labourer to Mr . Stephen Pym , of Chilham , forty - one

years , two guincas .
To Fhomas iaylor , Labourer to Mr . Vinſon , of Borden , forty - one

Years , two guintas .
GLasSSs 3, COTTAGERS .

To Thomas Norris , ot Ickham , fourteen children born , eleven brought
UP, two guintas .
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To Richard Marſh , of Lyminge , thirteen children born , nine brought
vp , twO guineas . .

Yo Thomas Beer , of Chillet , ten children born , eight brought up , two
SuineasS «.

BEE PREMIUM ,
" To William Greecnltead , of Borden , for twenty - »one hives of bees , twe

UINeas «
Beſt cart ' Stallion , To Mr . Wm . Weeks , of Woodchurch , for the beit

ot four produced , five guineas . <
' Beſt two yearling cart Colt or Filly , bred in Kent . To the Rev . J . C«

Beckingham , for his Colt , no Competitor , five guineas «
Ollicers appointed for the enſuing year .
Right Hon . Lord Sondes , Preſident .
Sir Henry Oxenden , and Rev , Sir John Fagg , Berts . Stewards .
Allen Grebell , Treaſurer and Secretary to the Committee .

Baron De Monteſquieu Edward Tayler Captain Honywood
Hon . George Watſon , M, P. Wm . Hougbham Wm . Wightwick
Richard Milles Thomas Brett Edward Ruſſell
Rev . J . C. Beckingham " Ttiomas Caſtle Thos . G. Hilton
Rev . J . Randolph George J . P, Leith George Carter
Lieut . Gen . Harris John Boys George May
Rev . R. Price Robert Rich " Thomas Neame
E. H. Sandys Carr Culmer Auſtin Neame

ALLEN GREBELL , Secretary ,

Ashridge Ploughing Match .
After the Dinner of the laſt Smithfeld Cattle Shew , the EaRr of

BRIDGEWATER announced his intention , and explaind his motives , for of -
fering a prize of 50 guineas , to the owner of any plough SUPERIOR to the
common Hertfordſhire plough , for the peculiär and dificult land , which is
found in the great range on the top of the Chalk Hills , completely covered
with rough flint ſtones ; with an additional twenty guineas , if ſuch plough
ſhould be found on trial , to make BETTER WORK , and require LESS
FORCE to draw it . His Lordſhip alſo offered Prizes of Three , Two , and
One Guineas , to the Three belt Ploughmen , in the intended trials .

On Wednelday the 18Sth of June , the Noble Earl - gave a grand dinner,fat
his ſeat , at AShridge , in Hertfordſhire , to EARL WINCHELSEA, - LORD
SOMERVILLE , LORD GAGE ; SIR JOHN SINCLAIR , SIR FJoHN Sepa -
BRIGHT , and a ſele & company of the Patrons of Agricultural Improve «
ments ; and , on Thurſday morning , a most numerous aſſembly of agricul -
urilts , farmers , and mechanics , were colledted at AsShbridge , from every
different quarter . About nine o' clock , nine candidates appeared in the
ficld , with their ploughs , and ſeven Hertfordshire ploughs , against which
the others were to contend . We cannot too much commend the conduct
of the Judges appointed on this occaſion by bis Lordſhip , in cauſing printed
Particulars to be previouſly diſtributed to the candidates , fully detailing
the order of proceeding , and the principles on which the Judges would be
guided in forming their judgment on the comparative merits of the perfor -
mances . Owing to the excellent diſpoſitions and arrangements which
had been made by his | Lordſfhip on the preceding day , by ten o ' clock
the whole were completely ready for ſtarting . A ſpring wbipple - trce ,
by Mr . Mac Dougal, , was intended to have been uſed , for aſcertaining the
force of draught , but rhe wood - work of the one ſent being defettives
it broke ; and a ſpring dial , invented by Mr . Salmon , and made by Mr .
Shepherd , of Woburn , was ſubſtituted , which performed to the ſatis -
faction of the Judges appointed on this occaſion , viz : = - LoRD SoMER =
VILLE , JoHN ELLMAN , and JouUN FIgLD ; with whom Mellis «
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Bevan , Griffin , and two other gentlemen , were joined as aſſiſtants in the

zeceffary obſervations and calculations . The leveral ploughmen drew iots

tor their order in the plots of ground marked out ; the performance of the

ſeven Hertfordſhire ploughs were found as uniform as could be expe &ted z
their average reiults were as foliows : - -

Width or| Depth of| Force t| C kuiated
Owner ' s Nemes - County of | Furow in Furrow in| Draught | proportional

th» Plough Inches Inches . | in Cwi« Eftee . ] |

7 Ploughs * average | Hertſord --- 97 67 7 8: 3
Mr. Wood . = jSußlex -=- = 8% 52 4E 10 ' 8
Mr. Cook => = | Wilthre - - 8 5* 5 (9-2
Sir John Seabright | BZerkſhire == 8x 6 5 8: 9
Mr. Pnty = | Ha npfhire 9+ 6 6X 8- 8
Mr. Caswell == | Eſffex == =-| 82 61 64 8: 5
Mr. Wilſon - - Northumberlan | 85 6 65 76
Mr. Line == = | Dorch- ſter 82 6x 7% 7 %

The two remaining ploughs were found too weak for this ſtrong and ſtoney
ſoil , rendered 10 excellive tubborn by the late parching droughts , and their

owners gave up the contelt . Mr . Salmon , of Wonurn , attended with an
inſtrument of his contrivance , for accurately and exp <ditiouſly meaſuring
the depth of furrow , which was ulcd bythe judges ' s aſſiſtants in theſe ex -

periments, .
From the above calculations , of Mechanical Effect only , it might have

appeared , that the Suſſex , Wilts , and Berkſhire ploughs , were luperior to
the Herttordſhire ploughs ; but the work of the latter was ſo ſuperiorly

al point of view , that the deciſion of the judges ,done , in an agricult1
when announced , gave almoß univerſal ſatisfatien , viz .

<< We , the Judges appointed by the Earl of Bridgewater , have duly
conſidered the claims for the premium offered by his Lordſhip in his printed
propoſals , and having carefully aſcertained the powers or weight of draught ,
zbe depth , breadth , and level bottom of the furrow , we adjudge as follows .:
= - The firit premium to Mr . Smart ' s ploughman ( Hertfordſhire ) ; econd

ditto , Blacknell " s ditto , ( ditto ) ; third ditto , Mr . Halley ' " s ditto , ( ditto ) .
«<« The premium of Fifiy Guineas is hereby withheld ; but we recom -

mend Mr . Woods ploughman ( Sußex plougb ) , and Mr . Plenty ' s plough -
man , ( Hamplhire plough ) , to Lord Bridgewater ' s bounty ; and we hold theſe

ploughs , together with Mr . Lane ' s ( whceled Dorſet plough ) in leſs ſrcvere

drought than the preſent worthy the Farmer ' s attention en ſtrong ſoils .
Further we notice , the work done by Melſſrs . Adam Channels , George
Channels , and Daniel Bedford , as worthy of good huſbandmen .

( Signed ) SOMERVILLE .

JOHN ELLMAN .
6 Aſhridge , June 19, 1806 . " JOHN FLELD . "

It was eſtimated , that not leſs than 1000 perſons were preſent at this truly
national and wlieful trial of ſkill ; at the concluſion of which , the Noble
Earl entertained his noble viſitors , and about 150 of . the moſt eminent

agriculturilts and graziers of the ſurrounding counties , with a ſumptuous

| Such of our readers , who have not the advantage of mathematical

learning may approve of being infurmed , that the nuwbers in this column
are obtained by: multiplying thole in the third and tour : h columns together ,
and dividing the product by the weights in the filth column : or , by the

Niding rule tnus , iet the width of fturrow , in inches on the line A, to the

draught in hundred weights , on B. then againſt the depth of iurrow m
inches on B, will be found on A, the Proportional effect , or numbers in the
!aſt column . of the above table ,

19. Mas . Vol , 14 . 315 * “
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&Ginner , in a large temporary room fitted up for the occaſion , and taſtefully
decorated with devices of ploughs , harrows , forks , rakes , &c . encircled
with laurel wreaths « After diner the principal toaſts were ==

The King .
“ The Queen .
The Earl of Bridgwater ( propoſed with three times three , by Lord

Somerville ) .
Lord Somerville and the Judges .

.

“ The Farming Societies ot England and Ireland ,
“ The Duke of Bedford .
Mr . Coke and the Meeting at Holkam on Monday .
Succeſs to Farming and Breeding , three times three , &c . &c .
His Lordſhip ' s Steward , at the ſame time , entertained above 150 of the

principal farmers and mechanics with a dinner , at the table , in his, hall.
After dinner , ſeveral different kinds of agricultural implements were ex -

hibited . A ſhew of ſome excellent cattle and ſhcep belonging to his Lord -

ſhip was made , alter which ſome ſheep were ſold by auction .
From Alhridge , Lord Somerville , Sir John Sinclair , and the greater part

of the amateurs in agricultural matters , proceeded acroſs the country to
Holkham , in Norfolk , the ſeat of T. W- Coke , Eq .

On Monday next , the 7th . the Barmoor Sheep Shew commences ( as in
our laſt ) where a very full attendance is expected ,

Holkam Sheep Shearing .
On Sunday , June 22 , Thomas William Coke , Eſq . M. P. gave a grand

dinner , at his ſeat , at Holkam , in Norfolk , to Earls Thanet and Talbot ;
Lords Somerville , Anſon , and William Ruſßſel : Sixs , John Sinclair , ( Pre
ſident of the Board of Agriculture, ) John Wrotteſfley , and Robert Harland -

Bernard Howard, Eſq . and a ſelect party of Agriculturiſts and Breeders ;

preparatory to his Clipping , or Agricultural Fete ; which drew together ,
on Monday morning , all the principal farmers and breeders of Norfolk ,
and the adjoining counties , with many others from the molt diſtant parts of
the United Kingdom .

In the forenoon , the new Leiceſter tups , intended for letting - in the even «

ng , were brought eut , one by one , and examined by the amateurs preſent ,
Several new and valuable agricultural implements were exhibited : among
which , a machine for dibbling wheat , to be moved either by a man or a

horſe , attracted much of the attention of the company .
Abövut three o*clock near 170 noblemen , gentlemen , reſpectable farmers ,

mechanics , &c - ſat down with Mr . Coke to a ſumptuvvus dinner , at the
Hall ; after which , the uſual toaſts enlivencd the truly rational converſatiän
and diſcuſſion which never fail to ariſe among ſo widely colleS &ted a group
of agriculturiſts and other ingenjous men , engaged in the ſame puſuits .

On returning to the farm yard , five new Leiceſter Shearling Rams were
Jet by auction , as tollows , viz .

>

No . 1, which had clipped glb . 8 oz . of wool , at 3 n T. . 05766,40
2» . . - 9 0 . . . . . FW 1105550
3» On . 720 3 . . . . . 228 1: 40 :

4, 4 d EE RENN») c N 5 N ö r4 54/70
5, L 5 BEP. 0 . . E “ " 24. 2185; 0

Six two - ſhear new Leiceſter rams were next let , as follows , viz .
No . 1, which had clipped glb . 2 0z. of wool , at 5 Si BARNET

3» . € 8. 55% 13 . . . . ai GSi
Ms 3 5 S7 8 5 N S DN : 2 : 58 : 40
55 < 6 L E n -, S N „ IERT eke
8. s 6. " 2 “ 8 - 86 a

9» » 4 2. 100: "40 . . F 5 N TTK NG
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Three aged Leiceſter Rams were ſold as follows : -

No, 1, which nad clipped 41b . 60z ; of wool , at jh - T. . 14- xX +0

2. . 8 - 6 o . . e w . 8: 58.5 &

8 (“41 . 4 r. 10. 504 . 606%% . . ; L n

Earls Thanet and Talbot , were among the hirers of the two hear Rams .

„ Mr . William Smith , mineralogiſt and drainer , attended , and delivered ,

to his numerous ſubſcribers preient , his recent work on The Utility and

Management of Water - Meadows , dedicated to T . W. Coke , Elſq . for

whom , the Duke of Bedford , Eacl Thanet , and many others , Mr . Smith

häs lately contirufted ſeveral meadows , in different counties , of the moſt

improved kind . We are happy to obſerve this moſt eſſential improvement

making its way rapidly at this time through the county ot Norfolk . - -

Melſrs . Buckley , Walton , Tollet , &c . were prelent .

SecoND DAaY . - - On Tuesday morning , the company asgembled ztill more

Aumerously than on the first day ; at eleven o' clock they proceeded to the

Sheep - house , where a 3ale of thirty - two new Leicester Theaves took place

as follows , viz .
M5: “De Die L. S.- De

Lot1 5 Theaves to Earl Thanet 16 16 oLot5 3 ditto . Mr. Gigg » * 29 8 0

2 5 ditto , ditto 18 18 1:0 653 ditto . Earl Thanet 36 15: +: 0

3 5 ditto . ditto - 23. 3, . 0 . . 7 3. ditf0 .: dito - 87 . 46. "' 0

4 3 ditto . Mr. Buckley 39 18 0 85 ditto « ditto . 22 . 71 . 28

Fifty - eight new Leicester Ewes were next Sold as follows : - -
LL. 8," 5% Es 96 "De

Lot1 5 Ewes . Mr. Bückley 35 14 OLot6 5 ditto « ditto . 37 16. 460

2 5 ditto . ditto ä 3819 . 40 “7: 5: ditW . ditto . 4250040

8 6 ditto . ditto . 28: 7 0 85ditto « ditto . 26 . 51 0

4 5 ditto . SirJ . Wrotterley 50 8 0 95ditto ditto . 34 13 0

5 5 ditto «+ Earl Thanet 53 11 +. 0 . 1012. ditto «+ Mt. Buckley! “ 51 9 . ,0

" The company next repaired to the Farm Yard , to examine the new im -

plements which were exhibited , as follows : an instrument adapted for the

extirpation of weed . - - An implement , called an arator , by which 50 acres

of land was Stated to have been ploughed in one week , with a pair of

horses !1--“A one - horse plougn , calculated for very light lands . - - A Scuffler

and couch - harrow . = - A flour dressing machine , which was much admired

for the cleanness and perfection with which it can dress flour for private
families . 3

The company afterwards inspected the Shearing of the Sheep in the

oreat barn , intended to be let in the evening : Some beautiful three - year

old ſat Devon oxen werealso inspected , which were much admired .

On returning to the house , Mr . William Smith , the mineragolist , had

the honour of Submitting his maps and Sections of the Strata of England
and Wales , to Sir John Sinclair and a great many persons of distinction

and Science , and of pointing out the progres8s which he has made of late ,

toward the completion of this great and novel undertaking . About three

o' clock 250 persons Sat down to dinner ; among the company we noticed

Earl Winchelsea ; Sirs , Jacob Astley and W. W. Wynne , E. Darell ,

Lamb , A. 8 . Gordon , Henley , J . - W- . Tomlinson , Sylvanus Bevan , Wer -

man Martin , Brettingham , Slater , &c . Several foreigners were present ,

among whom Lwo were , we understand , Danish counts , aud a third was a

entleman from Russia . " The toasts after dinner were nearly as usual ;
Mr . Tollet made 5ome important remarks to the companv , on the SUPELIOT

advantages of the Merino breed of 5heep .
;

Atsix o' clock the party repaired again to the Sheep - house , where 77

Svuth - Down Thaveswere Sold as follows :

' 4
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LL. S. D L. 5; TI.
Lot1 160Theaves . . '"*" 42 0 olot5 . 11 do. to SirW . W. Wynne 57 15 0

2 10 do. toSirW . W. Wynne52 0 0 610 dittoto Money Hill 49 7 9
3 10 ditto tv Money Hill 42 a 0- 7 10 ditto toditto -«. 55. 45. 0
4 11 do. toSirW . W Wynnes4 12 0 8 5dotoSir W. W. Wynne36 15 0

Eleven South - Down lwes were next Sold , viz . Dr 5 - 08
Lot 9 5 EwestoSr W W. Wynne 89 11 . 9

10 6 dittoto Sir R. Harland . 31 10 0

| LU ( 0 8 TERER: 0-66.41. & MID 8- 84. 0
The letting of eight “ outh - Down aged Tups then commenced , for the

following SeasO0n, VIZ.
Lg 58. . . 05 Lie iB Du

No, 11, clipped 4lb ; 60Z. /at , 15. /15] . . 0. No. 35 - 45 . ./50:) 102, at . 42" 0 . 0
US FE BEGEITE158: 550 ems DIEDON0 Us. . . 0,40 8. 55%. . . 250 : 45 :O

7; EO E20 31 . 10 € VOSUER2:55 6 61. 2 31 : 10 0
IT ISIET DL DL M4 0. 20 UNINET 5 7 ae AG 31 10 0

Six two year old South - Down Pups were then let as follows :
TL... 5% I . E: . : 5 . . 0

No. 17, cliprped 41b. 402 . at . . 36 15 0No . 12, . . . - : 510, 1402,» "at . 58110 . D
BE12 edmels9053 de nis S 105. 20 AUGEN13. 2208 25. 0BSP2ESDags2220031. 10. 'G

Tanis GRETE nw 83. 5.bin422 00 DUEEUERNE= WEPELNE"ns EIE279 . 0" €
Forthe hire of the last ' up, no less than iwenty - nine candidates ap -

peared , who drew lots , and he was obtained by Mr . Seppings , The
business of this day concluded by the exhibition of a fat Sheep , one of
the most beautiful of Mr . Coke ' s excellent South Downs ; when a sweep -
Stakes of half - a guinea was entered into by most of the amateurs present ,
for guessing the weight of this beautiful animal when killed , on the

morrow ; the weight which each gentleman named was wrote down , and
at half - past nine Mr . Coke and his visitors repaired to his truly hospitable
Mansivn , and the company Separated highly gratified .

TuiRp Day . - - On Wednesday , by half - past ten o' clock , the company
had assembled very numerously , at Mr . Coke ' s Farm - yard ; the car . ages
of the fat Sheep , Shewn alive on the former days , and slaughtered the pre »
ceding evening , wer » inspected , and their weights declared , viz . four
South - Down Ewes as follows :
Mr. Davis ' s (alive 11st . 71b. ) Carcase 7st . 111b. Tallow 1st . 131b. Skin 9lb . Pluck

111b. Entrals 121b.
Mr. Blythe ' s (do. 115st . 11b. ) Carcase 7st . Tallow1031b . Skinglb . Pluck10lb . Ent 121b .
Mr. Coke ' s - Carcase 73t. 133! b. Tallow 1st . 21b. Skin 113lb . Pluck 1131b . Ent . 131b.
Ditto . . . . Carcase 8st- 6Z1b. Tallow 1st. 8SIb. Skin 8Ib. Pluck 10lb , Entrails 1131b .

By the weight of the last carcase , Mr . Bell was declared the winner of
the Sweep - Stakes , for guessing its weight when alive .

' Cwo South Down fat Weather Carcasses appeared as follows , viz .
Mr. Pundy ' s Carcase , 8st . 21b. Tallow , 1st. 21b, Skin , 9315. Pluck 6, Entrails , 15
Mr. George ' s 9 153 1:5 AB 74 113 124

Two fat New Leicester Weathers , appeared as follows , viz . - -
Mr. Reeve ' s Carcase,8st . 11b. Tallow,ost . 1231b . Skin,10,1b , Pluck 91b . Entrails 14.
Mr. Pundy ' s 14. 110 HRZ 11 123 171b.

A head of beautiful Devon Cows , belonging to Mr . Coke , were next

inspected , and were much admijired by the amateurs , for their Symmetr
and lightness of bone and offal . The clippers were now proceeding 094
the Tups intended to be let in the evening , and which were previously ex
amined in th ir wool by the breeders and amateurs .

Mr . Powel , of Brownthorp , Showed a Sshearling South - Down R m,

against another belonging to Mr . Dewings , of Castle Acre , in order to
decide a bet between those gentlemen . The Judges appointed decided in
favour ' of Mr . Powel ; and it was regretted , that the excellent tup which

he produced , was not entered as a candidate for Mr . Coke ' s premium in

this class of live Stock .

IE
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The company now repaired to the field , to witness the trial of the
agricultural implements inspected on the preceding day . " The couch -
harrow performed much to the Satisfaction of those present . Mr . Fukey ' s
arator Succeeded , very completely , in gathering ihe couch - roots from 2
Soll previously pulveriszed . A Sscuffler , of cumberous make , drawn by
four horses , cut the land very deep on which it was tried , but Seemed
more calculated ſor heavy Soils . A Strong plough , for bottoming up hard
drv land , was tried , and Scemed , from the attention which Sir John Sin -
eliir , avd others of the best judges paid to it , to be thought , with a Slight
alteration , a valnable implement .

Mr . Parkinson exhibi . ed a Scufler , which was tried ; but we heard no
particular opinion expressed by those who witnessed the trial . - - The one -
horse plo : gh scemed to justify the expectation formed of it , for Stirring
light land .

About four o' clock , 17) persons Sat down with Mr . Coke to dinner , at
the conelusion of which , the judges ' reports on the merits of the cattle ,
implements , &c produced by the Several candidates , were read , and Silver
cups were delivered to Several , the particulars of which we beg to defer
til ] our next .

In the evening the company repaired again to the Farm - yard , to a Sale
of four Devon Heifers , which sold for | , 13, and 15 guineas , respectively .

A Devon two - years old Bull was next Sold for 28 guineas , and another
for 8 guineas . '

Three aged South Down - Tups were then let for the Season as follows : -
TL... 8.7 0.

No . 2 . clipped 416. 130z . 15 15 0
4." " ar 5 6 915 207- 0

S. " " 17ts . 6 6 10 10 6
Six Shearling South Down Tups were let as follows :

L+ - 9. 4D 1- . . . 420 :
No .3. clipped 51b. 60z. 15. 107 DD! INO. 447: CM0 MG 7AE

EG: „Wieſe. GG 4 24 70,19 RE Me 41a 25: >. e
7 ants PE 21/ "5877"0 12 "dito" "09. /0 10' 106 0

This hizhly interesting fete concluded . by a Shew of Some Merino
Rams , belonzing to Mr . Coke , which gave great Satisfaction to all who
know the importance of producing Superfine or Spanish wool , for the use
of our broad eloihh manufacmurers About nine o' clock the Company
geparated , and Mr . Coke ' s visitors returned to the Hall with him ; next
morning Several of the ainateurs Set off from thence on a tour , in order
to visit Some of the principal Norfolk agriculturists , and thence to those
of Lincolnshire , Yorkshire , Durham , and Northumberland , 50 25 to
arrive at Barmoor Castle , the Seat of Francis Sitwell , Esg . in time for
his Sheep - Show aud agricultural fete on Monday Sse' nnight

The National Cattle Plate Work , will be ſhortly publilhed by Meſſis .
Boydell and Co . This work will be dedicated by permiſſion to His Ma -
Jelty , and is under the Superintendance of Lord Somerville . It will be Pub -
lilhhed in Numbers of Imperial Quarto ſize , cach containing two or more
Prints , from Pictures drawn from the life , by Mr . James Ward . The biſ -
tory and deſcriptions , ules , m- rits , and dsfets ot the Cattle , with their
adaptation to various ſorts and fituations , by Mr . Lawrence , author ofthe
New Farwer ' s Calendar , General Treatiſe on Cattle , &c .

A CAUTION . - - Mr . Nat . Clarke , of Biſbrooke , near Uppivgham , lately
Jolt ninety - nine Jambs, througn injudicioufßty drefling his ewes- with ſcab
vintment .
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LONDON PRICES OF GRAIN for June , 1366 .

MARK LANE , Monday , June 2, 1806 .

Qur ſupply of Wheat to - day was inconfiderable , and the want of fine ſamples

Kill enhances the value of the little up of that quality , bence high prices are named

for ſuch and for no other 3; the ſecond and inferior ſorts being dull , with few buyers ;

at talt reported prices . =- Barley is in plenty , and rather lower : Malt is bkewiſe a

zrifle cheaper » with a general heavineſs in the ſale of both .

Boiling Peaſe continue a ſhort ſupply , with advance in price . =- In Grey Peaſey

274 Beans of both ſorts , we- have little alteration . =- Godd Oats , like fine Wheatsy

are Ieare2 , änd nearly maintain their former value z but the common are almoſt un -

faleable . Prices of all Grain as follow .
Price of Grain , on board Ship , as under .

Wheat 605 653 752 | White Peas 325 to 405 od | Ticks ; new 293t0 355

Eine 785 to 825 | Boilers 445 to 505. | Dirro , Old =- 3 ( 0 ==3

Superfine 845 to 885 | Suffolles 525 | Oats 251 253 t0 298

Bye 365 ro 443 | Grey Peas 325 to 335 | Polands 305 t0 325 od

Barley 235 ro 335 64 | Beans , new 385 t0 465 0d | Oats for ſeed ==3

Malt 685 735 od | Beans , Old - - 3

Monday , Jane 9.
We had not an abundant » though a tolerable lupp ! y of Wheat to - day ; in the

ales of which , fine ſampl s were taken off at nearly laſt Mondays prices , and good

Req Wheats fetched from Sos. to 325. per quarter , but ſecond and ordinary ſamples

were again dull and cheaper . - - Rye is likewiſe a,triffle lower » and Malt bas little

fale . - - Barley and Beans continue nearly as laſt . =“White Peaſe are Rill dear , but

Grey Peaſe rather on the decline . - “ We had but few freſh arrivals of Oats , and che

very ſmall proportion of thoſe of fir quality , cauſed ſamples of that deſcription to

fetch ſomething more than laſt week .

Wheat 605 705 to 785 | White Peasze 365 to 445 | Ditto , old , = =

Einz „ - s 805 to 855 | Boilers 465 to 568 | Ticks , new 285 to 385

Superfinez 865 to 895 | Suffolks , - - 5 to 515 | Ditto ; old ; 5

Ry2 343 to 438 | Grey Peas 305 to 385 | Oats 205 t0 255 305

Barley 235 to 318 | Beans , new 326 to 465 | Polands 315 t6 335 0d

Malt 625 to 685

Monday , June 16 .

Notwithftanding our ſupply of Wheat was very Mort this morning ,yet the buyers

were ſo few , that neither prime nor any other ſamples could obtain laſt weck ? s terms «

„ We bave had . a tolerable quantity of Barley up, cbiefly from Kent ; this article

35 quite as dear as laſt report ; 4. - - In Malt we have little doing , and not much var . -

ation in price . =- Peaſe , Oats , and Beans , are all of them dearer 3; the reſult of ſhort

fupplies . - - Prices nearly as under .

Wheat 545 60s 738 | White Peas 375 to 4435 | Ditto , Old 3

Fine 805 to 835 | Boilers 4 . 63to 515 | Ticks new 305 to 3883 -

Superfine 845 278 | Suffolks ==-5 t0 523 | Ditto , Old =- 4

Ry2 365 to 425 | Grey Peas 363 10 495 | Oats 223 268 to 308

Barley 2. 85 to 345 | Beans new 395 to 475 | Polands 305 3335 64

Malt 665 to 715
-

Monday , Jane 23 .
The Wheats left over from laſt week , and the additional arrivals of to - day , did

not conſtitute a very“ large ſupply ; prices , nevertheleſs , declined 85. per quarter

66ce laſt Monday » At the concluſion of which Flour likewiſe gave way, and ſhould

not have been quoted a: more than 705. per 1: CK. 7

Spring Corn of every deſcription , on the other hand , is on the advance . - - Barley

is 25. and 38. per quarter dearer. -= White Peaſe , likewiſ : , being a hort ſupply , and

wanted by Government , bave riien conliderably . - - Grcy Peaſe , as well as Beans of

boch ſorts » are alſo higher ; and Oats , 2 ſhort ſupp ' Y» partaking of the general ad =

vwance, are up IS. and 25. per quarter . ==N. B. The preſent fine weather favourable

to ihe Whcac Crops , but not to che other ſorts of Grain .

Wheat 435 533 to 685 | White Peass 405 to 525 Ditto , old -. . 3

Fine 703 to 755 | Boilers 555 to 585 | Ticks , new 353 to 423

Superfine 765 to 793 | Suffolks 595 od | Ditto , old - - 3

Rye 363 t0 453 | Grey Peas 378 to 423 od | Oats 245 283 to 333

Barley 305 to 378 | Beans, ; - new 443 to 505 od PoJands =- 5 t0 335 od

Malt 645 t9 715 od



Prices of Hops , Meat , Seed , Leather ,

Price of Hops .
Bags.

Kent -- -
Suſſex ==

Effex . -
Pockets .

Kent - - as
Suſſex == SE;
Farnham == - .

Seeds .
Broad Beans , ( per quarter )
Long Pods
Tares . . . - -

Rye Graſs - - . - .
Carraway , ( pr cwt . ) - -

Coriander -
Trefoil Ebi

bu

HEI

Red Clover - .
White dittio
White Mulſtard Seed , pr
Brown ditto
Canary Seed
Tarnip ,
Rape Seed , ( per laſt ) ==

Meat at Smithfeld ,
To ſink the offal , p. it . 8S1b.
Hecf =-
Mutton - - HESVeal - -
Pork -. .
Lamb - -

Head of Cattle - - Beaſts about
Sh 2ep and Lambes

Price of Leather .

Butts , 5olb . to 561b. each
Ditto , 6olb . to 651b each
Merchants Backs =
Dreſſing Hides - -
Fine Coach Hides - .
Crop Hides for cutting
Flat Ordinary - -

Calf Skins , 30 to 4olb . p. doz .
Ditto , Sgolb .to 7olb . do.
Ditto , 701b. to Solb . do.
Sm. Seals ( Greenland )
Large do. ( per dozen )
Goat Skins ber doz .
Tanned Horſe Hides prhide

Price of Tallow .
St . James *s Market - -
Clare Market -=-
Wnitechapel Market =- -

Per tone of 8lb . Average
Town Tallow
Ruſſia ( Candles )
Ruſſia ditto ( Soap )
Melting Stuff
Ditto roagh
Graves ai
Yellow Seap
Mottled ditto
Curd dirro
Candles per doz ' n
Moulds =.

|
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4414

LH

June 1806 .
2d Week 1 3d1ſt W

5.
130 to
I30 to
120to0

136 to
130 t0
160 to

Au

ununmnuyoto 6
oto 6
4 to 6
otob6
6 to 7

eek
IS

147
149
140

T60
147
200

eO0P>00.
1,800
9,590

+

“wu

Oar>d

»

DaS

zu

0.008

0000060000

8.
100
2100
100

110
I10
160

8. 5.
Week

s.
to 140 | 130t0 150
to 136 | 126t0 140
to 136 | 120t0 136

to 147 | 130 to 160
to 146 | 129to 150
to 200 | 180 t0 ==-

Ei: 455 88 - 085 der. 560.
4 4108 .. 4) 4 . 0105 0
480054 ' ! 40t048
43t056 | 40t058
401050 | /48St050
50t066 | 58t06 8

1,9 0 1,800
15,000 16,000
d. d. 4 7;

201 to 22 |
24 t0 22

24 t025 | 24 to25
21. t0214 | - - to 214
19 t020 | 19 to 21
21 t0224 | 21 t022
2X t0 23 | 21x t0 231

I9 t0 20 | 19 €to 21
39 to 40 309 to 42
38 t0 . 43 136 to . 42
37 to 39 | 36 to 39
42 to 46 | 24. 1046
5l1to gl 10 5ltogl
- - [9 - - - .[O0 =
255 to 3385 | 258 to 385

43 44% 8 443
Fr HEL +>..4 9
3. 307 3659
3: "19 45 €
FX IO 2. " ' 9

65 6 65 Oo
06. : : 08 65,1 0
64 0 64. 0
MB 9.07. 4 . 204000
36 0 | 37 o
EE. 70 305-L5 oö
82 - 9 | S95. . ' . 0
92 Og 1. 290 0
96 M 0094 . 05
51»4M0 > 138 108518. MUSE,
12 Oo L2 - 0

Tallow , &c. for

4thWeek
Ss S.

I30to 350
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120to 1509
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61togl15
= [ ) =

255 to 385
5. 50. 46
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Prices of Raw IHides , Hay and Straw , &c . for June 1806 .

| Weck ] 24 Week 1/34 Week , + 4th Week ,

Raw Hides . LG S4] , Sud. | 5-4. . . wd ] 5. 40 3 . 4

Beſt Heifers & Steers , 2 3. 3 19. 3 2: 1: 2: 10 10" 3 6703080 7 7

Midgdling - - 7 30 | 2 310231012 6102812 Stog1e

Ordinary
t 2,210 . 2 . 412 . 210 . 2412 . 2 . 0 20

Market Calf 1x. 6 each | 12 6 each | 12 6 ' eack

Eng . Horſe 175 to 198 | 163 to 195 | 163 to 188

Lamb Skins 3,0406 ,35 9 ( 2 : 640 . 36 61034 | 2 . 01030

' Sheep Skins . == „ - ootoI4jootoTIo0footoi 0/0 oto 11
Price sf Hay and Straw . 54 Je WELL 1 11:20 Saas Io 5 up

St . James ' s - >Hay 14 3 190 3 19
S. raw 6 ; 6

Whitceh . =- - Bay 15 4
New warm “

„ Clover 10
Straw 2

Newbury .
Wheat -

Barley - -

Oats - -

Beans . -
New ditto ==
Peas - = =

Saliſbury .
Wheat =
New ditto

Q

aw
[

30

333
338

TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS .

X YE bes leave to return our thanks to our old and steady
friend , for his Drawing of the Sussex Ox , to which

we trust our Engraver bas done justice .

Ovr correspondents generally join us , in bailing the return

of Mr . Bartley to bis post of honor and utility , in the Maga
zine ; and we bes to remind him of the varieties of the

Potatoe , and of the Glossary , &c . as far as relates to his own

VICIDILY «

It were needless to repeat how much . we desire to hear , as

often as possible , from our highly esteemed correspondent ,
the Man . of Kent , as well as from our enlightened and re -

spectable friends of the North .

We request W . W . will accept our most grateſul acknow -

ledgments for his Solicitude in procuring us friends , one of

which we think we recognize in the correspondent from

West Herts , from this gentleman , whom we know to be so

eminent as a practical husbandman , we shall ever be glad tos

near ; and we regret that his paper did not arrive in time for

1 place in his Number ,
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nience of in rural affairs . 349 January , . 7
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eſſay on animal labour , by Agricola March , 5 2302 |
Northumbrienſis 4 9 April , . 305

Agricvia Norfolcienſis , and Agricola May , . . 389
Northumbrienfis , controverſy be - Barberry - buſh , in a corn - field , ſup -
tween EM, . 337 » 430 poſed to cauſe the mildew in

Agricola Northumbrienſis , Letter of, wheat . E I14on paring ' and burning land , 38 - - Barm , ſee Yeaſt .
Dri/1 huſbangry , hoeing , price of Barn , model of, ( with an engraving ) 16x
proviſions , «&c. in anſwer to P. J. Barometer , on the uſe of , in agricul -82 - - On ſpring wheat , ſheep on tur = ture . 3 315
nip land , clover ſpoiled by the Bartley , Mr. letter from , on the
froſt , &c . 178 - - On tythes , fal = improvement of Engliſh wool from
low , drilling , &c. 193 - - On the the Spaniſh croſs E 39 )fertilizing nature of lime and dung 333 | Bath and Weſt of Eygland Agricul - * M

Agricultural Intelligence for tural Society , liſt of premiums
January , 3 63 offered by, in December , 1803 134
February , 8 134 | Bce hives , refuſe of, method of ]March , . 2,137 making vinegar from the 247 jApril , . 294 | Beet ſuzar , the German chemiſts (May , ä . 2771 acquainted witch a method of
June , Ä i 458 cryſtallizing it A 315 ( note )Apricultural experiments , liſt of 298 | Bengal , preſent ſtate of huſbandry in

Agricultural inquiries , the proper 254», 345method of conduting them 18 | Bleaching fields , fences for ſecuring 204
Agricultural philoſophers, ' &ri &tures Botany Bay, Sheep at , producingon . J 189 wool of the Spaniſh quality 243Agricultural report from Northum - Bucknel , Thos , Skip Dyot , Elberland 4 ; 294 M. P. for St. Alban ' s , notice of
Agricultural Societies , proceedings at his death E e 312their meetings , ee their ſeveral Bullock , weight of a remarkab]ly ]titles . | large one ' . 69 |
Agricultural ſubjeds , eſſay on 173
Agriculture , comparative ſtate of, in .

the counties of Perth and North - Canal Concerns , review of the pre -
ampton , 5 ä 321 ſent ſtate of E 404,

Nj Apriculture , as conneted with che - Caſt Iron , method of tempering for%
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Clover ſpoiled by froft , on 169 | Elements of wool , onthe . 25

Coals , price of, monthly 8 ef , for Embanlements , on 106
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February ; . 158 | by Sir John Sinclair , ( reviewed ) 56

Marchy, . 233 Eſſex Agricultural Society , reſolutions
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May, € . 388 | 633 in February , 221
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improvements in 242
Corn , average prices of throughout

England, wonthly ſtatement of ,
for January , . 78
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January » Z E 53
February » . . 129
March , % 5 211

April , i 286
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D.
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Diſeaſesin the bones ofthe horſe , on the 28
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Farms , ſmall , on the Duke of North -
umberland " s eſtate . 2841
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333 » 401 | Alban ' s , deceaſed 4F2

» 58 Whittle , Mr. account of his prize
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82 : 2 AU 169 than by the method commonly
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Water , 4a diſcaſe to which ſheep are Yeaſt , experiment on the generation
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Water , machine for raiſing , deſcrip = York Agricultural Society ; pro -

tion of a, ( with an engraving ) 393 ceedings of the x 225
Weeds , method ofSe into Yorkfhire , Eaſt Riding , Show of

manure 8 396 Cattle , premiums for Augult , 1804 , 339
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ERRATA IN VOL . X.

10 , line 31, for carry read convey .

33 »
413

85 ,
86 ,

IT9 »
1205
42235
379 »
3315

3943
395 »

496 ,
399 »
283 »
2845
28 53

for fince being read fince mine being »
for ſuch gigantic read of ſuch gigantic ,
add hint between the words fir/ ? and /r6 %«
for filled read fitted .
for 7009read /d .
for chain read man .
tor /pace read ſpaces
for havirg read Wang .
for 1rod read tzuo .
for /r0d read 17zw9.
for procure read produce .
for plate to plate read plant 10 plant .
for head read load .
for reiga read regions .
for corn read ever .
inſert that of between than and be

for or read and .
for ör read 071.
from the bottom , inſert as between aud and 72.

from the bottom , ſor coztaminous read emterminrou5 »

for 4vidently read conſiderably .
for account read amount ,
tor even read ever .
for knozu7n read howener .

12 , from the bottom , for farming read farmers :

6, for frequently read generally .
7, for farms read farmers »

115 for Jeath read dearth .

18 , for advert read adverted .

205 for obſerve read drew .

333 » between lines 27 and 28 , from the bottom , inſert the following ,
<< Infiſted on the divine indefeafible rigbt of kings , with the proſper -

ous and glorious reigns ot the Princes of the Houſe of Hanayer »

who ?

334 » line 10, for ?o read for .

14 , for eſtabliſhment read people .
12 , from the bottom , for 97 read 0u7-

5, from the bottom , for zuurmurs read diſcontents .
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ADVERTISEMENT .
= =

Ix propozing this work , it is the intention of the Proprietors to offer to the

public the essential practical parts of ever y thing hitherto written on the Subject

of Agriculture , up to the present moment .

The many works recently publisbed for the use of the Farmer , will be found

to contain much matter , not only nel new in itszelf , but by far too theoretical

and specujative for the practical agriculturist . * Theory and Speculation may

be amusing to the philosopher and chymist , but the farmer must be guided by

facts alone , founded on the Solid basis of long experience . For 1138 USE, there -

fore , this work is undertaken ; incorporated with „Such valuable materials , as

have been asSiduously procured from the most unquestionab ! e authorities ; ' at

the same time rejecting every hing which does not bear the Stamp of genuine

validity .
As Agriculture is n0W , most fortunately for this country , encouraged , and

with acientific eagerness puued , as well by amen ofihe greatest talents and pro -

perty as by the farmer , every thing w

will , in 5ome measure , deserve their P

Cyclopedia is undertaken Solely with th

hich tends to facilitate 4&s advancement

atronage ; and , as the British Farmer ' s

is motive , inasmuch as it instantly pre -

zents at one view the very essence of every thing written on each particular

article , it is not any great presumption io SUPPOSE that it cannot fail lo enjoy 3

great Share of public favour .

There are many Sciences 50 intimately connected with . agriculture , that they

cannot be passed over without Slightly noticing them , wherever Strict ] y neces -

Sary for the elucidation of any. particu Jar Subject 3; this will , however , always

be done with a close attention to brevity .

The breeding , feeding , and management of live Stock ' of every kind , and the

prevention and cure ofthe discases to which they may be incident ; ihe culture

and management of fri ! and forest Trees ( including the Orchard ) . according to

Forsyth and Bucknall ' s SyStems 3 a concise , but complete Gardener ' s Calendar ;

the management of Bees ; as well as every other thing constituting a part of

rural economy , will be particularly treated of , and ' the whole Wustrated by ele -

gant appropriate engravings , executed by the first artists and finely printed in

Colours .
For the man of opulence , the farmer , or Sporismau , by whom that noble

„ animal the HorsEr will ever be dezervedly valued , the most eminent writers on

he veterinary art will be carefully conzulted , and Such remedies Selected as

have procured the test of public approbation ; nor will the discases of thal mot

faitbful and useful animal , the Dos , be forgotten .

In the plan which is thus Submitted to the public , the great aim will be to

Supply those acknowledged defects which exist in a greater or less degree in most
D.

books written on rural affairs ,+ and to form the most useful and complete Far -

mer ' s Library in the Smalles ! compass , and at ihe ZeasSt expense .

X See Sir John Sinclair ' s Observations on Zhis Subject , Farmers Magazine , vol. 11. p. . 388-

4 Nearly one 1
„ 3 4

housand volumes have been coneulted in tke course of the work , the author of

each of which will benoticed as his work is quoted .

PLAS . «

1. This work will be publiShed in parts ,
one of which will regularly appear on the

frst day of every month .
11. The whole will be comprigedin /welve

parts , the first part of which will be pub -
liShed on the first of August , 1306 , price
ten Shillings and Sixpence .

ILN. The work will be elegantly printed
in quarto ona Superfine wove paper , and upon
an entire newtype , cast for the purpose .

1V. Ecah part will contain ninety - Six

pages Closely Printed in double columns ;

each page containing nearly as much matter

as fur pages of any common printed quarto

work.
V. Each part will be illustrated by 522

elegant engravings , finely printed z7 colours ,

descriptive of the improved breeds uf B7/ -

tish live Stock, agricultural implements ,

grasscs , &C. &c . executed by artiets of the

first eminence , from drawings by mate 150

known celebrity .
VI. The first part wi?l be a faithful spe-

cimen of the whole work ,
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