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JAMES WELDON , FOR HIS FURTHER NEWLY INVENT
ED MACHINE , ' OR MILL FOR GRINDING BARK , AND
VARIOUS . OTHER ARTICLES , FOR WHICH : HE OBTAIN »
ED FORMER . LETTERS PATENT , AND : WHICH MA -

CHINE, . OR, MILL . SO, IMPROYED, : ; MAY BE APPLIED
TO SEVERAL OTHER USEFUL „ PURPOSES .

TO all to whom theſe preſents hall Come , &c . Now
know ye , that in compliance with the ſaid proviſo , I , the

ſaid James Weidon do hereby declare my invention of certain .
new improvements on my ſaid machine , or mill for grinding
bark , ſor tanners , that the . ſame Improvemehts extend to all
kinds of cylindrical ſteel mills , for tbe purpoſe of grinding
wheat , malt ,or any other kind of grain , and may be applied . to
varlous other „ ſeful purpoſes . I deſcribe the ſame as. follows : = -
my former method of conſtru &ing mills for grinding bark, - is
chiefly ofcaft iron , the teeth or cutters . thereof caſt with them ,
and the method of keeping . them ſharp , or: renewing their
teeth , is - to chip or cut them with a hammer - and chifſel ; and
the method of making and conftruJing what are commonly
called Steel mills for “ the purpoſe of grinding - malt , - &c . are
chießy made of malleable iron , caſe hardened , the teeth of
whicd . are cut , or raiſed out of the ſolid , by means of chiſiels
and files , and are kept ſharp by the ſame method . Butin order
to avoid theſe dificulties , and make them more durable and

laſting , and that the uſer of ſuch mills or machines may be
able to Mharpen his own mill or machine , and keep the ſame
in repair without ſending them to the maker , :T have con -
ſtructed them witb looſe or moveable teeth which may be
taken out at any time , and by grinding them on a common

grindingſtone , may be ſharpened and kept in order , or by
eplacing the teeth , ( hould they wear out ; the machine will

then be as good as new , and to ſhew the nature of my in -
vention , I have added drawings on the oppoſite ſide hercof , but
as the principle of the machine , or mill for grinding | ark , is
the ſame as that of my former patent z it is not neceſlary t &
deſcribe any more of it than the manner in which the looſe
teeth are to be fixed , which may be the ſame as that deſcribe4
in the drawing for a corn mill , or by. any other method I

may think mott proper . Figure I . repreſents the Jifferent
parts of a mill for grinding bark , corn , &c . and the manner in
which it is conſtru &ted . A , isa hopper , made of wood , tin , or
ſheet iron , which receives the Corn ; or any thing that is te
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be ground . B, is the axis of the ball , or inner part of the

mill , which may be made of wrought or caſt - iron . C,;, is a

conical covering , which prevents the materials to be ground

from lodging on the cap , which may be made of wood , tin ; or

ſheet - iron . D, D, is a looſe cap which faſtens and ſecures

the looſe teeth of the ball , or inner part of the mill , by means

of four ſcrews repreſented by h . E, repreſents one fide of

the ball or inner part of the mill , filled with teeth . G, ſhews

one - half of the inner part of the mill without teeth , wherein

may be ſeen the manner in which the teeth are kept in their

places . d, d, fhews the ſubſtance of the metal , which is of

caſtl - iron . H, H, ſhews the bottom flang that holds the

teeth , and is caſt with the body part Of Meicone : 14: ms 4

ſhews the outer cylinder , which is caſt altogether , and ſhews

; n what manner the looſe teeth , F , F , are fixed in it . 1 KF

a flang which faſtens or holds the looſe teeth of the outer

part of the mill and by means of ſix ſcrews , as ſhewn by

figure 3d. K, K, is the bridge which carries the inner part

ofthe mill , and is faſtened to the outer cylinder by means of

two ſcrews c , c- L,is the lower part of the axis . M, isthe

braſs ſtep on which the axis works . N, is a place in which

the regulating ſcrew works , and is made of wrought - iron .

O , the regulating ſcrew . Figure 2d repreſents the under ſide

of the outer cylinder with the bridge K, and the box which

contains the braſs ſtep M . Figure 4th , repreſents one of the

looſe teeth on the outer part of the mill . Figure 5th , repre «

ſents one of the teech on the inner part of the mill . Theſe

teeth may be made of caſt - iron , wrought - iron , or ſteel , or

any metal . or materials that may be thought moſt proper .

“ Theſe mills or machines are not confined to any preciſe form

or ſhape , and may be made of any metal or materials I may

think moſt ſuitable ; they may be worked either as hand - mills ,

or horſe - mills , or by any other power that can be applied te

them . In Witneſs whereof , &c .

ON THE SMUT IN WHEAT .

To the Editer of the Agricultural Magazine .

SIR ,

WAS well aware when I wrote my laſt letter in your

Magazine , that it might be referred to by ſome of your

quick - ſighted correſpondents . I now ſee it is by Agricola

Northumbrienſis , who ſays ,
“ The ſmut in wheat being

very prevalent this year , will furniſh its adverfaries with

a powerful argument : for , on the lands of farmers who

take equal pains , in all ſeaſons , in chuſing and preparing

the ſeed , we cannot on this hypotheſis account for the greater

prevalence of ſmut in one year than in another : " now ; after
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admitting ( as I think A. N . has in his letter ) that the cauſe

of the ſmut in wheat is impure ſeed , I do not thinft it atall difi -

cult to “ account for the greater prevalence of ſmut in one

year than in another . " Can any man ſuppoſe that an equal
quantity of this infected or impure ſeed 15 ſown every year z
perhaps in ſome years there is as much more of this impure
ſeed as in others ; and if there is as much more ſown , why
ſhould there not be as much more reaped ? AS to chuſing , 1

believe no farmer can tell with any certainty whether the ſeed

will produce ſmut or not , but it is the general opinion amongſt
farmers , that wheat which has got ſmut balls in it , will pro -
duce ſmut again ; this I am confident is generally , but not

always the cale . I once prepared ſome very good clean wheat

entirely free from ſmut - balls , to ſow a [ mall field of three

acres , and not having enough prepared to finiſh the feld , I

fowed five lands on one ſide of the field with wheat , which

grew with the other , and was thraſhed and cleaned together ,
but without any preventative whatever ; at harveſt there was

many ears of ſmut on the five lands , but none on the other

part of the field ; this I mention as an exception to what I
have ſaid above on chuſing the ſeed ; but I might reaſonably
aſk , how the blight could be the cauſe ? Whether I have ac -
counted “ for the greater prevalence of ſmut in one year than
in another, " your correſpondents and the public will decide ]
Your correſpondent L . L . has rather doubtinglv , yet with
ſome good nature , referred to my proceedings on this lubjedt ,
and to him I muſt make ſome reply : he ſays , “ I will ac -

knowledge , moſt willingly , that Mtr , Dowlen ads , zona fide,
and really believes himſelf in the verity of that which he in -
tends to recommend to the public ; " can any man ſay other -
wiſe after he has ſeen my advertiſement , where I offer re -

ceipts at twenty ſhillings each , and if they are not ſound effec -

tual , I return the whole of the money again , any time before
the firſt day of Auguſt , 1806 : Surely can this be impoſing
on public credulity !?* He further ſays , “ it ought to be his
buſineſs firſt , and will be that of the farming public , ulti -

mately to diſcover whether he radically underſtands what he is
about, " to part of this I willingly ſay , Amen ; and can aſſure
L . L . that my proceedings have not been the reſult of theory ,
but of practice and obſervation ; and as a proof that my method
is not thought very light of , ſeveral farmers which I ac -
quainted with it long 490 , have , ſince my advertizing , all

( except one ) hkonourably ſubſcribed . I could have called in
the aid of a farmer who has farmed more than half a century ,
and in the whole courſe of his buſineſs has alternately made
experiments on the ſmut in wheat , and his experiments nearly
correſpond with mine , which makes me ſtill more confident
in my proceedings .

SSs2
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L . L' s . “ having had &ecaſion to ſmile at the blight * and

mildew upon the arſeniated and brined part ofthe wheat , when

that which was leſt deſtitute of all preventative has flouriſned

in a ſtate of the utmoſt purity and foundneſs, ? ? I think may be

eafßily accounted for , for 1 am far from rhinking that all wheat

wil ! produce ſmutif ſown without a preventative ; a farmer may

ſow wheat ſeveral years without any preparation , and by
chance have no ſmut ; and as I am certain that nearly , or

perhaps quite half of the remedies uſed as a preventative , are

things toreign to the purpole , and by far the major part of the

other half are rendered inefeQual by improper application ,
which very probably might be tbe caſe with the wheat at which

L . L. . “ häd occaſion to ſmile . " IMall now mention one experiz

ment , and leave it to L . L , for him “ ultimately to diſcover

whether he radically underſtands what he is about . " 1 ſowed five

actes of dean ſummer fallow ( well manured with lime ) which

wheat was thrafhed and cleaned together , and which had a coi -

ſiderable quantity of ſmut - balls with it 3 this wheat I divided in

two parts , the part which I had good reaion to think would

produce ſmut , 1 fowed in a ſquare in the middle of the field ;
the other part of the field I ſowed with the other part of the

wheat , and at harveſt the ſquare in the middle of the field was

full half ſmut , but there could not be one ear of ſmut found on

tie other part of the field ; on this , and other fads ſimilar to

this , I have penned my faith ; and all that I have ſeen and

heard on the blighting ſyſtem , has ſerved only to confirm my

belief , I believe no pradical farmer can make it appear how

the blight was the cauſe of the ſmut in the above experiment ,

nor do 1 think it can be made appear , that there is no effe &ual

xemedy .
Your obliged ſervant ,

Falmer , near Lewes , E . DOWLEN .

Nvwv . 15 , 1804 .
* I ſuppoſe L. L. means the ſmut .

wm eating

ON THE COMPARATIVE AGRIGULTURE OF

ANCIENT AND MODERN SPAIN .

Tv the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .

SIR ,

TY ſentiments may bes a little ſingular , but with the ex -

N A ception of my native land , from early education , habits

and prejudices ( which I am diſpoſed to call opinions ); there 18

no Country in Europe about which 1 am more ſolicitous , tha

the celebrated peninſula of ancient " Tarraconenſis . 1 have feen

with great pleaſure the introdudtion into your laſt Number of

ſome obſervations on the produdtions of that country , to which

nacure has been ſo indulgent » 1 have thonght , therefore , it
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would be acceptable to you , if 1 were to communicate an ac -

count of the cultivation of Spain - by the ingenious Arabs , for it

Is a lamentable truth , that from the time of the expulfion ofthat

people , during the iron reign of Ferdinand , not only improve -
ment has been impeded , but crab - like , ſcience and cultivation

have taken a retrogade dire &ion , until they are loft in the

labarynth by which they ace encompaſſed .
The number of plants , and the ſeveral means employed in

the cultivation of them , ſeem to be the objects to which we
MDould attend in copfidering the agriculture of two different

nations , to make the varieties , and aſcertain the approach to

perfection to which each has arrived . The firſt of theſe views

Ihews the reſources which each poſſefſes in the cultivation of
the earth ; the ſecond diſcloſes the lights which have aſüſted

their labour ; both in ſhort give us the quantum of aſſiſtance

they have received ſrom nature and art .
In the firft of theſe points , the ſuperiority of the Arabians

feems inconteſftible , if we except thoſe plants brought from

America , of which that people were ignorant ; ſuch as the

Potatoe , the cocoa tres , &c . which were introduced into

Spain after the time of Ferdinand . Witz theſe exceptions the
Arabians cultivated not only what we do now , but many other
uſeful vegetables .

There are at this time ſugar canes growing at Motril , near

Malaga , and there is a ſugar refinery near thac city , but both
the culture and the manutadory are more objets of curioſity
than of profit : The Spaniſh merchants hardly know of their

exiſtence ; and before the eſtabliſhment of the ſugar works in
in the iſland of Cuba , about forty years ſince , they were

obliged to import the whole of their conſumption in that com -

modity . In the forty - ſeventh article . of the ſeventh chapter of

Ebn - el - Awam , it is Rated , that the ſugar - cane was cultivated
with ſucceſs in the ſouth of Spain ; and the growth of this
article ſeems to have been very general , as no leſs than three
Arabian writers , at that time in Spain , bave treated of the
kind of ſoil beſt ſuited to its cultivation ; and alſo the mode of

extracting the ſugar from the cane , is particularly treated of by
Abn- el - Jair , of Seville ; this plan nearly reſembled that at
preſent adopted in the American colonies .

The unwholeſomeneſs of the rice fields is well known , and
the exceflive fatigue that the management of this grain 0CCa -
lions , is expenſive and dangerous , and injurious to the conſtitu -
tion . Naturaliſts are , aware that all kinds of rice do not require
that the land , while it is growing , ſhould be under water . In

Cochinchina , various parts of India , and in China , a variety
is cultivated which only needs watering like any other vege -
table . The friends of the human ſpecies , and of agriculture ,
have long wilhed to acquire this kind of rice . The Engliſh
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have made ſome experiments which the nature of their climate

prevented from ſucceeding z and there have been publiſhed in

works devoted to agriculture , ſome accounts of experiments
on rice made by Sir Joſeph Banks * . Let us turn our atten -

tion to the twentieth chapter of Abn - el - Awam , and judge
whether it is the common rice , or this variety of which he

deſcribes the culture . It ſeems by his account to require only
the ſame artention that is generally given to garden vegetables ,
and he even adviſes not giving it too much water , as by that

means the crop would ſuffer ; and he ſays , that as long as the

mould continues tolerably moiſt it requires none . Towards

the end of the article , however , in giving the method of

growing rice which is adopted by Nabatheenne , we find an

account of rice fields , ſuch as we are acquainted with on the

banks of the Euphrates .
The Seſamion , the ſeed of which produces a great quantity

pf ſweet oil , is an article anciently cultivated in the eaſt , and

in Greece ; and we find in Homer , that it was uſed in cakes ,
and in other food which was called by this name . Muratori ,
in his “ Felicita Publica, " has very much recommended its

introdu &tion into Italy . The fifth ſedtion of the twentieth

chapter of Abn - el - Awam , treats of its culture , and we find ,

by a number of paſſages in this book , that the Spaniſh Arabians

made this oil . It is hardly at all grown now there .

Cotton cannot be conſidered as a produce of modern Spain :

if it is any where cultivated , it is more as an object of curioſity
than commerce . It appears by the firft diviſion of the twenty -

ſecond chapter of Abn - el - Awam , that it was quite otherwiſe

in his time , at leaſt in the maritime provinces of the Penin -

ſula .

" The Piſtachia tree is almoſt unknown in our time in Spain :
they are , however , the ſubje & of the fifteenth article of the

ſeventh book of our Agriculturiſt . » The Spaniſh Arabians had

two varieties , they grafted them upon other trees , and renewed

the natural connedtion between piſtachio tree , the terebinthus

or turpentine tree , and the lentiſk or maſtic tree .

The Banana tree alſo they are now ignorant of in Spain .
“ The Arabians , as we ſee by the forty - eighth article ofthe ſeventh

book , were ſucceſsful in the growth of it . They obtained

cluſters of fruit of from ten to fifty pounds weight . We find

by the account of the cultivation of this plant , that they were

acguainted with the means of guarding delicate plants from the

rigour of the froft by mats and other artificial means of pro -

tedion .

* Our readers , by referring to Vol . 10. p. 275- will find that we have thought

übje & required particular attention , and have “ extrated an article from the
t

Manufa &ures , and Agriculture , to invite their

attention to this important diſcovery . E.

tas
tranſadtions of the Society of Arts
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Among thc different obje &s of their attention , ſeveral in -
ſtances fhew that they had attained to a high degree of ſkill in

improving wild plants , and rendering them uſeful ; from theſe
1 ſhall ſele & a few examples . The ninth article of the twenty -
ſecond book treats of the growth of the Chuk - el - duhain , a

plant which they have in a wild ſtate . According to Ben - el -
Beithar ( a botaniſt much eſteemed by the Arabians ) this

thorny plant , which belongs to the claſs of thiftles , was
uſed as food for the camels . Its head was an agreeable vege -
table for human food , and its ſeed was alfo nutrative , and

very much uſed by the Chriſtians on their faſt days . Theres
is nothing at all reſembling it produced in Spain at preſent .

Aſparagus , with which we are acquainted , has not been

long introduced into that ſoil , and it is not , even now , nearly
15 common as it is in France . It is called Aranjuez , inſtead
of aſparagus , by which it is evident , that it is only a diſh for
the royal table * . Many people , however , eat a ſpecies of
this plant in its wild ſtate that has a pleaſant taſte , though a
little bitter , and which grows ſpontaneouſly , but very few
think of improving it by culture ; it is the aſparagus albidus
of Linnzus . In the eighteenth article of the twenty - eighth
chapter , are enumerated the different uſes the Arabians made
of this plant , which they brought from its native foreſts ts

grow in their gardens .
Some other articles reſpe &ing the agriculture of the Arabian

Spaniards ſhew alſo , that they tilled , ſo as to render profitable ,
every ſpecies of land , and even the banks of ſtagnant water .
For this purpoſe , they reared the curacas , or the arum - colo -
Caſia of Linnzus , which is the ſubje & of the ninth divilion of
the twenty - fourth chapter . It is well deſcribed , and its large
bulbous root was employed as food , raw . as well as boiled .
Nations driven to the higheſt improvements in agriculture ,
by the rapid progreſs of population , are the only ones , I think ,
that know how to render produ &tive moraſſes and ſwamps .
The naturaliſt , Oſbeck , has obſerved , that the Chineſe did
the ſame , and that they cultivated in bogs a variety of the

Flechiere , or Sagitaria Sagittifolia , the bulbs oſ the root of
Which are as large as potatoes , and as nouriſhing .

Other plants that are not now found in Spain , were adapted
to the taſte of the former inhabitants , of eaſtern extradtion ,
and it may be eaſily imagined , that they did . not ſurvive the

change in the ſtate . Such are among others the Sebeſtina , of
which he treats in the thirty - third article of the ſeventh chap
ter , and alſo the privet , and the mahaleb or wild cherry .

*
Aranjuez is the name of one of the royal palaces of Spain , and the name there

fore is probably derived from its being firſt grown in the beautiful gardens of thar
eſtabliſhment. We viſited the grounds devoted to horticulture at that beautiful

age, per the year 1780 , and we certainly do not recollet ſeeing this vege -tadic. ,
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The privet *, ( Lawſonia inermis of the botaniſts ) is a hrub

or ſmall vee , the leaves of which are highly valued by the

Oriental women . The decodtion of it gives the nails and hair

a colour which they prefer to all others . They conſtantly uſe

it , and the leaves of the privet are ſought by the females of the

Arabian deſert , as well as thoſe in civilized life . Dhe Spaniih

women , when the Arabians were in that country , conſumed a

vaſt deal , and it is wonderful the pains they took to cultiväte

this ſhrub . Aba - el - Awam confeſſes that the climate of Seville

is 100 harp for the privet , which requires a hot country , and

which , according to him , fouriſhes beft in Abyflnia . It

periſhes , during the winter , in Spain ; and as the Jeaves are

the only part in eſtimation , it had become there an " annual

plant . The eartb , for its cuitivation , was very carefully
broken ; the ſeed was ſown , after having been kept in water two

or three days to ſwell it , and to cauſe it to vegetate more quick

1y: At the end of ſummer they gathered the leaves and drew

up the ſtalls , and the next ycar they ſ0wed a nW Crop »

Would modern cultivators have becn able to have adopted

a better method ? Many plants that have been brought from

the hotteſt climates , flourifh in the north as annuals , provided

they grow ſuficient ] y faſt to come to perfe &ion in the courſe

of the ſummer .

" The Mahaleb , or wild cherry , 15 a tree very highly eſteem -

ed by the inbavitants of the eaſt . It is unknown in our cli -

mates , but in theirs the fruit comes to perfe &ion . " They mix

it with their bread , to which it communicates an agreeable

taſte , even to the European palate , It 1s ſteeped in oil , to

which it imparts an agreeable ſmell . Kutſami , among other

things informs us , that the king Feygale , was particu -

Jarlv fond of this tree , of which he treats in the twentieth

article of the twenty - eighth book of Abn - el - Awam .

Such were the plants which Bouriſhed in Spain in the time

of the Moors , the cultivation of which has been almoſt wholly

abandoned . The catalogue might have been much more ex -

tended , but , Mr . Editor , you will perhaps conſider 1 have al -

ready tranſgrefſed the bounds to which I ought to be preſcribed .

Your readers will , however , with this defe &ive liſt before

them , I think , be completely ſatisfied , that the followers of

Maßkomet cultivated a much greater variety of plants than the

modern Catholics , which is the firſt propoſition I deſigned to

examine . In my next letter 1 ſhall not enquire into the pro -

duStion of nature , but diſcuſs the expedients of art , which

have been contrived in ancient and modern Spain , to promote

her benevolent deſigns .
I am , Sir , yours , &c .

O2 . 29 , 1804 . AMIGO DEL PAIS .

* Tt will be obvious , from the ſubſequent deſcription , that the common Privet

which endures the ſeverity of an Engliſh winter , cannot bear any relation to the plant

here alluded to,
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ON THE EFFECTS OF THUNDER ON
VEGEWABLE : PRODUCE .

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
SIR ,

N your laſt publication I noticed ſome fingularities remarked

by your ingenious correſpondent who calls himſelf “ An

Oddity ; ? and in confequence have been induced to commu -
mate the ſubſequent remarks : = - From a paſſage in the Fifth

Satyr of Juvenal , we underſtand that the Romans had an idea
that the beſt muſhrooms came from Africa , and that thoſz
muſhrooms emerged immediately after thunder . It appears
alſo that they ſuppoſed the thunder ( or rather the lightening
accompanying it ) to blaſt the corn 3; and that in years when

many muſhrooms were imported from Libya they received
but little grain from thence .

" The paſſage above alluded to occurred to my recolle &ion a
few days ſince on ovſerving the extraordinary number of muſh -
rooms and of fairy - rings that have appeared this ſeaſon . Some
Inclofed paſtures , and ſome particular parts of commons ,
are reticulated very thick with theſe rings ; and on ſome rings
edible muſhrooms vegetate ,and on others only toad - ſtools .

Before the wheat was cut , I remarked that in ſome inclo -
ſures , and in ſome particular part3 of common fields , the plants
were conſiderably blaſted .

More thunder has occurred this laſt ſummer than ever occurred
in any preceding one within the period of my remembrance .
In the ſummerof 1803 the thunder - ſtorms were Night and few ,
the crops of corn were generally fine , and muſhrooms were
ſcarcely procurable .

Theſe fats I communicate to you , for your correſpondents
to compare and elucidate ; and , as ſtorms have been as frequent
this year in other countries as in Britain , I hope ſome of your
foreign friends may be excited by this communication to ac -
quaint you and your Britiſh readers , whether the circumſtances
I have noted reſpedtting corn , muſhrooms , and fairy - rings , have
been obſeryed in the parts under their obſervation .

1 am yours , &c .
Nov . 1, 1804 . PBS

=. EEERöhr

ENOQUIRY RESPECTING SKEGS ; : ,

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
DIR , -

1 your laſt number ( 63, ) for O&ober , I obſerve a Letter
from George Nevil , Eſq . in which he very much extols

Skegs. I ama practical farmer to a confiderable extent ; I
ſhall , with God ' s bleſſing , ſoon ocCupy upwards of 10009 acres
of my own freehold property . I therefore hope one day to be
able to tranſmit to you ſome valuable information . At

'g7. Mag . Yal , 11 , 00
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preſent , however , I muſt requeſt you to procure a little for

me through your Magazine , and ſhall therefore think myſelf

obliged to you to allow me to beg the favor of ſome of your

correſpondeats to give a more particular account of Sicegs ,

their cultivation and their uſe , whether as green food , ( if they

are ever uſed as lſuch, ) as corn , or dry provender .
I am , Sir , your moit obedient Servnat ,

Nov . 12 , 1804 . AGRICOLA BAGGRAVENSIS - .

neunen ADI warneuer

ON - THE SMUT IN WHEAT .

To the Editor of tbe Agricultural Magazine .

SERZ Nov . 14 , 7804 .

HERE have been many diſputes amongſt philoſophers and

practical huſbandmen , as to the cauſe of the ſmut in

wheat , and the beſt modes of prevention . " That diſeaſe has

this year been much more injurious than for many ſeaſons

paſt ; and I have , with much pleaſure , obſerved communi -

cations upon it , in vour late numbers , “ The moge recom -

mended by Agricola Northumbrienſis , is undoubtedly prattiſed

to a much greater extent than any other . Nay , if I were to

aſlert that it , ( and that of uſing water ſtrongly impregnated

with common ſalt , inſtead of chamberlye, ) 1s purſued by 18

farmers out of 20 , probably I ſhould ſay no more than the

zruth ; and , as the reſults of experience , 172 agriculture eſpecially ,
are much fafer guides than theory and ſpeculative opinions , 1fS

great utility cannot be diſputed .
It ftrikes me forcibly , from my own experience , the reſult

of the comparative experiment in your Jaſt number , and ſeveral

ofher accurate trials , that ſmut in wheat proceeds from the

ſeed . To prepare the ſeed , therefore , ſeems rational . Ex

perience confirms the idea .

Thoſe diſeaſes called blights and mildew , are , probably ,
different from ſmut , and proceed from unfavourable weather .

No experiment that I have heard of , has furniſhed reaſon for

any other concluſion . What advantages then , can be expected

to reſult from preparing the ſeed , ( by any mixtures or articles

whatever ,) in preventing thoſe maladies ?
Not having the number which contains Mr . E . Dowlen " s

Jetter on the diſeaſes of wheat , I cannot , at this moment , re -

colle & whether he conſiders ſmut as a diſeaſe of 2 different
nature from blight and mildew . 1 am inclined to think ,

however , that he is not ſuficiently explicit on that head ;
and therefore , I hope he will , in an early number , more fully

communicate his fentiments .

In your Magazine for September , your Nottingham correſ -

pondent , K , Y. peaks of blight only , and mentions “ an .
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expedient . firfk employed in Yorkxſhire with , great ſucceſs . "

" That expedient 1 alſo have heardof ; I did not , however , un -

derſtand that it was employed to prevent dlight , but mut .
" There appears to have been ſome confuſion of ideas in the

ſources of certain papers in your Magazine , on the diſeaſes in

queſtion . Does Mr . Dowlen , or K . Y . confider blight and

ſmut as ſynonimous terms , or diſcaſes proceeding from the

lame cauſe ?

[ repeat that I have never ſeen , or heard of , any good
reaſon for concluding that tbe diſeaſes I have mentioned , pro -
cecd from the ſame cauſe , and if blight really . proceeds from

1e ſtate oi the atmoſphere when the plants are in a certain
lage oi their growth , ( which I am at preſent inclined to believe, )

eS
1

I will ſay , with Mr . Lawrance in the New Farmer * s Ca -

Jendar , that to ſteep or prepare the ſeed with a view oi pre -

venting that diſeaſe , “ is a proceeding equally ſage , and en -
Ütled to equal ſucceſs , as if a man ſhould apply to Dr .

Brodum , or any other door of equal celebrity , for a medicine
to be taken at gunpowder treaſon in order to cure a cold which

may pofib ] y attack him the Michaelmas next enſuing . *
In expedation of ſeeing this intricate and important ſuvjed

more fully inveſtigated in the pages of your valuable miſcel -

lany ,
1 am , Sir , your conftant reader ,

ARATOR

THE AGRICULTURE OE KAMTSHATKA ,

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .
SIR ,

OU have diſcufſedin your Magazine the Natural Hiftoryand
Agriculture of a great variety of diſtricts of the habitable

globe , but I do not recolle & that you have introduced a ſingle
1pecimen from the produce or pradticein the domains of the Czar
of Muſcovy . Kamtſhatka , which istreated of in this letter, until

lately has been conſidered an immenſe inhoſpitable waſte , where
the bounties of nature and the expedients of art , are equally un
known . How far täis opinion is corre & or otherwiſe , will be
ſeen by the following account , which was publiſhed by the
command ot the late illuſtrious Catherine ,

I ſhall commence my deſcription at the ſouchern extremity ,
which the Ruſſians call Lopatka , latitude 51 * , longitude 156 *
40 ' eaſt from Greenwich , a low point of land , widening and

riſing gradually into mountains , barren and rocky , only pro -
ducing , here and there , the creeping cedar and willow , to the
extent of 40 miles , Birch trees then appear in the inconfſi -

derable vallies , which are replete with lakes and rivulets

zufhing into the ſeca both eaſtand weft , A cluſter of moun «

9S2
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tains occupy - the whole ſpace , from the Lopatka to latitude

572 * 5/ , where , in the neighbourhood of the viliage Malkas

th2y divide into two branches , one tending to north north -

welt , the other , which may be called the principal chain ,

leads north north - eaſt . “ The place where the mountains ſe -

parate is the higheſt land on the peninſula , and forms a barren

ſtoney deſart of 65 miles in length , in a dire &ion north and

ſouth , and from 3 to 15 in width , producing , in detached ſpots ,

bruſh - wood , willows , and a very few ſcattered and Runted

birch - trees . It is 1eplete with ſprings and brooks , ſome ot

which uniting , and flowing ſouth and ſouth - weſt , form the

Biſtrea , while others , at only a few fathoms diſtance , take an

oppoſite courſe , and are the ſources of the river Kamtſhatka .

At the end of this defart , the mountains cloſe within a mile

or two , and a foreſt of birch trees follow to the village Apou -

ſhinſk , where the river Kamtſhatka is navigable . for ſmall

boats to its diſcharge .
From this place the face of the couptry alumes the appear -

ance of extreme fertility . The valley widens , and the fpace

berween the mountains eaſt and weſt is at Virchni Kamtſhatka

40 miles . The ſoil is deep and rich , compoſed ot black

earth , mixed with fine black aſhes from the burning moun -

tains , and fine iron ſand , which adheres to the magnet , and

forges well with bar iron , but , alone , is very brittle .

“ The productions of nature are a ſmall kind of black cherry ,

( THeromka ) in great abundance , the wood of which , being

particularly hard , is üfed2 "by ene Kamtfſhadals , for their

guiding ſticks to the ſledges ; the thickeſt trees , that I have

ſeen , are nine or ten inches in circumference . Firs , common

pine , and larch trees of extraordinary ſize , with birch , poplar ,

alp , and mountain - aſh , clothe the mountains to their ſummit .

" The underwoods are currant , dog roſe , hawthorn , alder , and

buſhes producing berries ,

The climate is very different from that of the ſouthern and

northern parts of the peninſula , the valley being completely
ſheltered from the ſea - breezes that chill the air in other parts ,

and prove a great check to vegetation , which commences

here in the month of March . The ſcenery 1s beautiful be -

yond deſcription , the river meandering through the midſt of

the valley , from 50 to 250 yards wide , and from 8 to 15 feet

deep , and being full of trout and every ſpecies of ſalmon in ,

the ſcaſon . This valley is 180 miles in length , frequently

opening proſpeäts of the Tolbalſhinſk , a lofty double - headed

mountain , conſtantly emitting an immenſe column of black

ſmoke ; while the ſecond volcano , Klutſhefikoi , towering to

an incredible height , illuminates the clouds with its blaze , and

afforäs a view awfully grand . :

Twelve verlts below Virchnoi Kamtſhatſkoi Oſtrong ; is the

ERRIEIEN
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village called 3 co78 inhabited by farmers ſent from Siberia ,
at government expence , and poſleling particular emoluments ,
for the purpoſe P growing corn and pulſe to fupply the coun -

EN 706 Ve uncontrouled, however , and find it eaüer to

accumulate wealth , by adting as r - tailers for the ee 7 of

0
MI and going themſelves on the chace for ſables SE .

than in purſuing the more toilſome Jabour of cult Nat the

earth , which they NESJeCt 3 WEHRBEY keep gardens that pro -
duce very fine cabbages , potatoes , turnips , CcCarrots , cucum -

bers , &c . ; they allo grow buck - wheat and rye for „Hei own

uſe , which yield abund : nt ;
; and I am inclined to think , that

had they a proper inſpe &or to - ſuperintend their bufineſs , they
might , w ith eaſe, grow corn enougn of every kind , not only
to ſupply the peninſula , but all the neighbouring country ,

Ochotſh , &c . Hemp grows remarkably well , which , how -

Ever , TL. ink there is no neeuuyborf cultivating , for Meets

feems equally to anſwer every purpoſe . The Kamtſhadals

and Ruſfijans make ſewinsg thread of it , and fabricate from it

their fiſhing nets , which ſerve them , if uſed with caution

and prop erly " 00 22 ON NVEe Wers . * TNS PLOSEISTON PLE

paring it | nearly the ſame as that for hemp , but I think leſs

troubleſome ; the nettie grows to the height of ſix and ſeven

feet; HE f Dres are much Aner , and thread of equal thickneſs

15 ſtronger 14EGK that made of tne imported hemp .
At Tolbalſhinſk the mountains are broken and ba rrenz ; they

encroach upvn the valley , and conſiderably leſſen its width :
Storms are frequent between this volcano and that of Klut -

GEEIG but never reach the neighbourhood of Milhovoi , and
the trees are conſiderab ) y leſs in ſ1ze, but the

I y continues

fertile as far as 30 verſts north of the village of Klutſhefskoi ,
which 1s alfo a colony oi Siberian peaſants ,

I . the ſame pur -
pole as thoſe at Milkovoi , and who a & in the ſame . manner .
Their proceedinggs are , in ſome reſpe &s , Juſtikeble ; for the ma -

giltracy at Neirſhni exa & the ſame payment from them as from
the re ſidentiary merchants . The court of juſtice conſiſts of a

burgo - maſter, four members or rathmen, a ſecretary , writers ,
and wa chmen , receiving a ſalary for the time they ane In ſer -
vice : and frequently an expenſive deputation is ſent

> Ane ,
Bolſhoiretſk , Virchni , and ſuch places as are reſorted to by
theſe pedlars , ſo that it is a matter of doubt with me , whether
the culture of the earth would render any harveſt ſufficient to
anſwer the payment of their claims . In ſome ycars they
amount to I18 or 20 rubles , and in others half as much more .

As you approach the nortn , the ſeverity of the climate in -
creaſes ; the ſoil becomes ſandy and Rüſtoney ;z

and the vegetable
RUNENEE are ſtunted and weak . The iſthmus is EATER in
jatitude 59 * 20 and the diſtance from ſea to ſea 15 here about
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40 miles . „ The wideſt part is from Kronotſkoi Noſs to . the

about 220 miles .
1

1dy mentioned the ſituation of the town Neirſh -

1
X have al

noi Kamtihatka , which contains 80 iſbas or houſes , with two

churches , and its number «i inhabitants , including children ,

548 ſouls ; latitude 56" 33' -
The weſtern coaſt ot Kamſhatia is 1

ſandy , to the diftaac bout 25 to 30 miles inland , where

the mountains commence . It produces only willow , zalder ,

and mountain aſb , with ſome ſcatitered patches of ſtunted birch

zrees . The runsof water into the ſca from the mountains , do

not deſerve the name of rivers , ( except the Bolſhoia Reka )

though they areall well ſocked with filh from tbe ſca in ſ24 -

ſon , as trout , and diferent ſpecies of ſalmon . " They are ge -

nerally at the diſtance of 15 to 20 miles from each other . Ihe

Itſbha and Tigil are the moit conſiderable , and neither of theis

have a courſe , with all the windings of more than 109 mitl

WE :1504|

v

manders of the tranſport veßflels , who never loſe fit

expoſed Coaſt if they can help . it ; judge of their diſtance

from land , in foggy weather , by the ſoundings , allowing a

fathom for a mi por is there , at the entrance into any of

the rivers , more than ſix feet at low water , with a conſider -

The ſea is hallow to a confiderable diſtance , and+.

able ſurf breaking on the landy beach .

The villages on this coaſt are Tigilſk , Irfhinſk , and Bol »

ſhoiretik ( ſituated on the Tigil , ILtba , and Bolſhoia rivers ) .

Of theſe , the former 1s the moſt conſiderable , Containing 45

wooden houſes and one church . The Rufian charts place it

zu latitude 57 % 55 . This , which they call a fortined town ,

is ſurrounded by wooden paliſades , and . was : builf 1m 7528

" The number of inhabitants are 338 , including women and

children . Ithinfk alſo contains a church , and about 10

houſes , with 50 inhabitants . Bolſhoiretſk contains 27 haufes ,

and the total number oßf. inhabitants are 235 . Beſide theſe ,

there are eight inconſiderable villages , containing each three

or four houſes , on the weit coait .

1 Sid , S13 2 NVOU » , 06E :

G . PORSNAKOFF .. ZM
24 Nev . 10604 .

For the Aoricultural Magazine . |

AN EASY AND EXPEDITIOUS METHOD OF DESTROYING

STACK HAIRY CATERPILLARS ) WHEN TURNIFS ZEK

ATTACKED BY THEM .

r 1 URNIPS are of ſuch great conſequence to the Farmer ,
tbat every method of deftroying their various enemiCS ;

fies , flugs , caterpillars ; 8cc . cannot be too much circylated

h che kingdom ,
2

Lnrouz (=)
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In the neighbourhood of Leiceſter , the Black Hairy Cater -

pillars began a few days fince to make their depredations on
the turnips of Mr , Blower , a very ingenious and able ' culti -

vator . Ou the diſcovery , he inſtantly procured a number of

ducks , and turned them into the field , and , in a few days ,
not a caterpillar was to be ſeen , the ducks devoured them with
lo much avidity , and his crop is now in a thriving ſtate .

In another field the Caterpillars began to make their appear »
ance - alſo , but they were ſo ſmall , that he thought it more

proper to ay a few days before they turned t

them , that they might be more rteagily ſeen , am

e ducks upon
1 would re -

10urs without

J.

d H
commend that the ducks be kept up for a few

food , that they may be more ger
f;

I endeavoured to have ſeen Mr . B]

Saturday , but could not , that I might
1

e&

more particulars relating to the quantity of turnips , number
of ducks employed , and the time they took in completing
their work , but as the 18th of the month was yeſterday , when

you deſire to receive communications , I would not omit it
another day . A little experience will ſoon teach a perſon , that
if the caterpillars be too numerous and large , be maſt increaſe
che number of his ducks .

The information 1 received of hi

larriſon , an experienced G
method I would recommend ,
ducks to . him , as I had known it ſuc

me that he had recommended it to A
As the method , I am certain , is

this iSthe ſeaſon for the aPPCAFANCE
" ou the information .

Leiceſter, Aug uf 191) , 1804 .

experiment , was from

ho . alked me. wl

mentioned
| t then informedea 3; Ne tnen INIOrMmeg

3

N THE IMPROVEMENT IN SOW !WX VV 13e

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazi
SIR ,

CANNOT avoid communicating to you the following ob - -
ſervations on a ſow of the improved breed , which I think

peculiarly deſerving the attention of ycur readers , and I think
them likely to be the more acceptable , becauſe I give them on
much better authority than my own .

By a mixture of the Chineſe black ſwine with others of the
larger Britiſh breeds , a kind has been produced which poſſeſſes
many qualities ſuperior to either of the original ſtocks . They
are very prolific , are ſooner made fat than the larger kind upon
leſs proviſions , and are cut up when killed , to more uſeful and
convenient purpoſes .

Arthur Mowbray , Eſq . of Sherburn , in the county of Durham ,
poſlcſled a ſow which had a litter of nineteen pigs to ſupport at
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the time ; and this litter was the third within ten months ; the

whole amounted to fiſty pigs :
' The Chineſe , or black breed ; are now very common in

England . They are ſmaller , have ſhorter legs , and their fieſh

is whiter and ſweeter than the common kind .

A ſort , ſimilar to this , were thoſe found in New Guinea ,
which proved ſo ſcalonable a relief to our cireumnavigators ,
when that country was firft viſited by them . There are like -

wiſe great numbers of them in the Friendly ahd Society 1des ,

the Marqueſas , and many others of the newly diſcovered iſlands

in the South Seas . Theſe are fed with plantains , bread - fruit ,

and yams , and are exceeding ] y fat . " They are frequently ſeen

by the natives in their canoes ſwimming from one iſland to

another , and killed by them with their lances and arrows .

Another breed of ſwine has lately been introduced into this

kingdom , which 1s expeded to rival or excel all rhe others .

The original ſtock was produced from a wild boar brought

from America , and a ſow of the , improved Chineſe breed.
“ The ſows are very prolific , and the colour of the pigs Is in ſome

caſes moſt fancifully diverſißed ; ſome are ſtriped longitudinally
with brown and black ; others brown and blue , and others

with black and white . The colour of the boar was a rufty
brown . 1,45 91054 MOWIS ( 05G-

„ November 2nd , 1804 . ASEHL :

==== < dngreailliliiääfi enn nn mn
CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THOMAS ANDREWKNIGHT » ; ,

ESQ - AND , DR . , ; LETTSOM , ON. THE , LATE ) MR . FOR =

SYTH ' S8 COMPOSITION : FOR THE RESTÖRATION OF

DECAYED TREES .

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .

SIR ,

N your Critical Catalogue for September Jaft , page 212 , you

have noticed a treatiſe on the culture and management of

fruir trees , by the late ingenious William Forfyth . I have

thought , perhaps erroneouſly , that it would be an acceptable

addendum to that article , if 1 were to ſupply the correſpondence

between Thomas Andrew Knight , Eſq . and Dr . Lettfſom ,

on the late Mr . Forſyth ' s compoſition for the reſtoration of de -

cayed urges . Under this impreſſion , 1 have ſent copies of the

Jetters conne &ed with tbis ſubject , and you will uſe your own

diſcretion with reſpe & to their publication , through the medium

of your Magazine .
Kenſington, 1 am , Sir , yours , B-

November 2nd , 1804 . C .

On the firſt of June laſt , T . A . Knight , Eſq . favoured me

with a letter ( No, 1) , on a ſubje& which it fully explains 5
and
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and to which I have annexed my anſwer ( No. 2) , and his reply
( No . 3) , with the certificate ( No . 4) , which gave riſe to the
Correſpondence .

Since this period , a printed letter , addrefſed to me by the
ſame reſpedable gentleman , has been inſerted in ſeveral public
Prints ; the objed of which is contained in the firſt letter I re -
ceived ( No . 1 ) ; and here given as a companion to No . 3 .

But , however laudable the engquiry might have been , which
he ſuggeſted , and to which his diſtinguiſhed charader mightſcem to claim an anſwer ; yet as I had ſübſcribed my name to
facts , merely with a view to promote the adoption of them for
the improvement of horticulture , without any Idea of exciting
controverſy , 1 did not think that his letter required , at that
time , any public reply ; as thoſe faßs on which my conviction
Was founded were open to the inveſtigation of every other per
ſon ; added to which , I had been informed that a literary gentleman had propoſed to accompany him to aſcertain their vali -
dity , of which I ſtill remain convinced , without meaning in
the leaſt to interfere with or controvert the opinions of others .
I cannot , however , but wiſh , that a perſon of T . A . Knights
influence and juſtly high charatter , would take the trouble ta
examine the fads upon which ſo many other literary gentlemen
have founded their convidion , by which I preſume to think
be would be induced to draw ſimilar concluſions .

Aware as I am that the ſübje & now aſſumes a new and addi
tional intereſt by the death of my excellent friend ; and that
longer ſilence might be conſidered by ſome perſons as a dere -
liction of the fads which that ingenious Horticulturift had
eſtabliſhed ; and hence induce them no longer to purſue thoſe
means of preſerving and improving their fruit - trees , which his
long experience had ſuggeſted and aſcertained ; 1 have bzen 10 =
duced to lay the correſpondence before the public on this ſub -
Jett , which muſt appear highly important in a national point of
view , when it is conſidered that nearly half of our vegetablediet depends upon horticulture ; and whoever increaſes the
Produdt of the ſoil , is a benefactor to mankind . And in this
rank ſtood high the unafſuming and intelligent Forſyth ; whoſe
inſtructions , if generally adopted , would render gardening not
only a pleaſing , but likewiſe a profitable purſuit ; and fortu -
Date It 15 for the community , that he lived to publiſh the moſt
rational and extenſive ſyſtem of cultivating fruit - trees hitherto
known , and at an advanced age , witneſſed che eſtabliſhment of
the Horticultural Society of London , a favourite object in his
mind , and which , prior to - its formation , he repeatedly intro -
duced in converſation with

JOHN COAKLEY LETTSOM .
Sambrook Court , September 10 .
4 . Mag , Pal . 11 , Vu
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To Da . LETTSoM .

SIR , Elton , near Ludlow .

I take the liberty to trouble you with the following propd -

ſitions , in conſequence of having juſt ſeen an atteſtation ſigned

by yourſelf and ſeven other profeſſional gentlemen , that all the

allertions publifhed by Mr . Forſyth “ contain nothing but the

trums

Mr . Forſyth aſſerts ( page 440 ) , that wounds in oak - trees
can be cured by his compott , and ſuch trees thereby “ rendered

as fit for tbe navy as though they had never been injured . "
I offer you , orany . ofthe gentlemen whoſe ſignatures follow

yours , to depoſit two hundred guineas , as a bet , that neither

you , nor any of them can produce a ſingle foot of timber re -

ſtored after being once injured , to the ſtate aſlerted by Mr .

Forſyth .
;

Mr . Forſyth aflerts ( p- 440 ) , tbat he has reſtored eim to the

moſt Juxuriant ſtate of growth , of which ““ nothing remained

but . the bark . *? ? If this have been done , it will appear in a

tranſverſe ( edion of the wood ſubſequently formed in the once

hollow trunk . - - [ therefore offer you a ſecond bet of one hun -

dred guineas , that you cannot produce ſuch a tranſverſe ſection .

Mr . Forſyth aſlerts ( page 466 ) , that he has aQually in his

poſſeflion parts of the trunk of a tree in which tbe new wood

has been made to incorporate with the old by his compolſt , &c .

- - 1 offer you a third bet of one hundred guineas , that you . can -

not produce a tranſverſe ſection in which this incorporation has

taken place , though Mr . Forſyth aſlerts that he keeps ſuch for

public inſpedion .
j

And I further offer youa bet of one hundred guineas , that

you cannot produce . any piece of oak or elm timber , "in which

any ſurface that has been cut , broken , or decayed , has formed

an heart , or incorporation , to the width of a ſingle inch , in

the manner aſlerted by Mr . Forſyth ; and 1 agree to ſign a pe -

dition , jointly with you , to the Preſident of the Royal So -

ciety ( as the moſt proper perſon in this country , both from his

ofice and knowledge of the ſubje &) , that he will appoint ar -

bitrators between us . As the ſubje & is of vaſt national im -

portance , there is little doubt but thathe w1ll comply . with our

requeß .
Ix will be neceſſary for me to addreſs the preſent propoſitions

to you through the public papers , in vindication of my own

chäarafter , wbich is evidently attacked in your letter , though

103Y. . 03me 18 Dot mentioned . Being , however , perfedtly ſatis -

fed tbat you , and the other gentlemen wbo ſigned the atteſ -

tation , were adtuated only by honourable motives , and that

you
conceived yourſelf to be ſupporting the cauſe of an honeſt

man , 1 addreſs myſelf firft to you in a private letter ; requelt -

ing tbat you will examine Mr . Forſyth and his ſuppoſed diſco -

"
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veries ; and call upon him for ſuch proofs as he can readily ad -

duce , if his diſcoveries have really been made , Should you

then find you have been impoſed upon , I truſt you will come

forward to ſay you have been deceived , without waiting an ats

tack from me through the public papers . For , though any , let -

ters Imay be under the neceflity of addreſfling to- you , Mall be

written with all poſible delicacy and reipect , fuch conteſt , if

you havethe wrong ſide to defend , cannot but be unpleaſant to

you . Itherefore ſhall wait till I receive your anſwer , which

1 requeſt as ſoon as convenient , and before the 15th 104400

truſt to, your candour and chara &er , that you will diſcounte -

nance all quibble and evaſion , Mhould ſuch be attempted on the

part of Mr . Forſyth . I am , Sir , with reſpe &, yours , 8&c .

Tu0s . AND . KNIGHT .

P , S. I will immediately fix a day. for coming to town , as

ſoon as I know my propolitions are accepted 3 but , before you

accept them , 1 requelt you to peruſe No . 47 of Dr . Anderſon ' s

Recreations , and his Quibbles about the meaning . ot his , un

Mr . Forſyth ' s aſlertions , in the appendix to his Patent Vinevery .

0 - 2 ASK NIGHT :

SIR , London, : Fune 7, 1804 .

I have juſt received thy letter , without date , containing va -

rious propoſitions for a proceſs of gaming , - or challenges to bett

or lay wagers , in order to determine certain doubts ia Natural

Hiſtory , publiſbed . by William Forſyth , Eſq . and ſanctioned

by my ſignature , and that of ieveral ſcientific gentlemen ; and ,

at the ſame time , recommending that the Preſident of the Royal
Society ſhould hold the takes .

This propoſed mode ofaſcertaining fads does not appear either

delicate or reaſonable . Many an ingenious and well - informed

perſon may not be in a capacity to depoſit large ſums of money 3
nor is it philoſophical to make ſuch depoſit , the criterion of

truth , which ſhould be ſupported by experimental facts alone .

A convidion from the fads produced by W . Forſyth , induced

me to give my ſignature as a collateral mean of confirming
them , and of promoting inquiries for their further illuſtration ,
without any view of eatering into diſputation . To avoid

which , ifdoubt remains as to theſe aſlumed fats , it appears to

me becoming the charadter of a ſcientific gentleman , to exa -

mine the proofs from which thoſe fats were deduced , prior to

any proceſs of determining their validity by pecuniary depoſits ;
and I believe that this medium of information is open to every
perſoa who chooſes to avail himſelf of itz at leaſt it is ( 0 inti =

mated to

JoHNn CoOAKLEY LETTSOM ,
Vu2
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To Da . LETTS50M .

SIR ;
) Elton , June 19 , 1804 .

The motives which induce me to addreſs a ſecond letter

( privately ) to you , will , I truſt , ſerve as an apology for the

trouble it gives you . It is my wiſh to bring the point in dif

pute between us before the public , in the way leaſt offenſive to

your feelings , and to thoſe of the gentlemen whoſe ſignatures
follow yours ; and therefore I ſend you a copy of the letter

which ] have ordered to be inſerted in the public papers next

jonday ; but , if you wiſh it not to appear , and are deſirous to

Propoſe ſome other method by which the aſſerted diſcoveries of

Mr . Forſyth may be firſt examined again , I have given direc -

tions to the perſons in whoſe hands my advertiſement is placed
( J . Woodward , Bull ' s - head - court , Newgate - ſtreet ), to obey
any orders that he may receive from you in the mean time , and

till ] come to town , where I propoſe being before the end of

that week . If the propoſed advertiſement be ſuppreſſed , 1 ſhall

expedt to receive a line addreffed to me at Whitehall .

Your letter acquaints me with a circumſtance with which I

was not previouſly acquainted , or 1 ſhould not have propoſed
fo you 2 depoſition of money in ſupport of our aſlertions ; and

T agree with you that ſuch is not the moſt rational way of pro -

ceeding to remove philoſophical doubts ; but you muſt allow

me to add , that your atteſtation has no relation to doubts of

2ny kind : but poſitively aſſerts , from the reſult - of your own

adual knowledge and obſervation , that no ' grounds for doubt

whatever exiſt , and that all Mr . F . ' s extravagant aſſertions

ec contain nothing more than the truth . " Surely this is . not the

beſt way of “ promoting enquiries for further illuſtration . "

I believe , Sir , that I did not propoſe that the Preſident of

the Royal Society hould become a holder of ſtakes between us .

T propoſed that he ſhould appoint perſons to decide on “ a que -
Kion of vaſt national importance ; * any property depending on

that deciſion being placed in other hands , and reſpecting which

neither he , nor the perſons appointed as arbitrators by him ,
could have , of courſe , any concern whatever .

There is an angry tone of irritation pervades the whole of

your letter , which I do not conceive any thing in mine juſftly
to excite ; and which , I truſt , will not appear in any future

private and public correſpondence whieh may take place be -

tween us . The language of ridicule and inve &tive will not

anſwer any good purpoſe , and is eaſily aſſumed by either of

vs ; and knowing that you , and the reſpe &table charaCters whoſe

ſignatures are joined with yours , have been moit egregiouſly
deceived , 1 know that ſuch language would be uſed with moſt

efße & on my ſide of the queſtion ; but it is my fincere wiſh ta

treat them and yoy with civility and reſpect , Your obedient

jervant ,
d TuB9s . AND , KNIGHT ,

Eu.



VV

1804 . ] Forſyth on Trees .

SIR , To Da . LETTSoM .

T addreſs the following letter to you in conſequence of having

juſt ſeen an atteſtation ſigned by you and ſeveral other gentle -

men , declaring that the whole of the afſertions of Mr . For -

ſyth , reſpe &ing the effets of his compoſition , “ contain no -

thing but the truth . "

Mr . Forſyth aſlerts ( page 4409 , 34 edition ) , that " wounds in

oak trees can be cured by his compotition , and ſuch trees thereby
<« rendered as fit for the navy as though they had never been

injured . "** He aſlerts ( page 426 ) that in wounded elms , where

he cut away the decayed parts ,
“ the new wood 18 as com -

pletely united to the old as if it had been originally formed

with the tree, " and that ( p. 440 ) “ he reſtored eims , where

nothing remained but the trunk , to health and vigour . " He

alſo aflerts ( p. 466 ) , that he flied up a large tree , which was
<“ hollow from top to bottom , with new ſound wood , which

has completely incorporated with what little of the old wood

remained ; * and that he has the tunber of this tree ready to

prove the fa &t he aſerts .

I have , during ſeveral ſucceſſive years , examined the effects

of his compoſition 3 and I have pledged my veracity to the pub -
lic , that the preceding aſſertions are totally untounged ; and

you have atteſted , that they “ contain nothing more than the

truth . " I therefore propoſe to you , as the points in diſpute
are of vaſt national importance , that you call upon Mr . For -

ſyth to produce parts of trees in which this aſlerted reſtoration ,
union and incorporation of parts , has taken place ; and that yow

Join me in a petition to the Preſident of the Royal Society ,
that he will appoint proper perſons to examine ſuch timber ,
and report the reſult of ſuch examination . 1 beg leave to add

aſlurances of my moſt perie & conviction , that you , and the

gentlemen whoſe ſignatures follow , were atuated by honour =

able motives only , in giving your atteſtations to Mr . Forſyths

To Wp . FoRs % 125 : Eig .
RORERS RoYAL GARDENS , KENSINGTON .

<< As you had the goodneſs lately to give us an opportunity
of examining ſeveral trees in Kenſington Gardens , in the va -

rious ſtages of renovation , or filling up with new wood ; and

as reports have been circulated , tending to diſcredit the eiicacy
of your proceſs ; - - We feelit an act ofjuſtice , not on ! y to you ,
but to the country , which is deeply intereſted in your diſco -

verlies , thus publicly to declare , that the ſtatements you have

publiſhed on the ſubje & contain nothing more than the truth .
?

JOHN COAKLEY LETTSOM , M. D . E . R S. & &
WILLIAM WOODVILLE , M . D .

JAMES SIMS , M . D .
WILLIAM MORRIS .

JOSEPH HART MYERS , M . D .
ASTLEY “ COOPER .
EDWARD COLEMAN .
HEN WILEISS VIR . 8) & .
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ON MERINO SHEEP .

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine :

SIR » ;

ka the moſt part I ſincerely ſubſcribe to the - exordium of

your correſpondent Paſtorins , No3- 635 %p- ( 2. 2854 aud in

nothing more than to . the well - merited eulogium of Sr 7ohp
Sinclair . "Britons , in ſucceeding generations , will not Cceaſe

to venerate and be grateful to the memory of him , who , with

Üngular energy , ' ability , and ſucceſs , has devoted the beſt part

ef his life in promoting the deareſßt and moſt important intereſts

of his country , and of human ſociety .
For myſelf , I pretend not to be indifferent to the honour

Your correſpondent confers , by placing me/ on a ik which €

conſider to be moſt truly honourable ; feariul as 1 feel myſelf
that I am more indebted to his partiality than to . any otber cir

cumitance - With reſpe & : 0 a bill for general . incloſure , it

would ſeem to be a meaſure ſo obvious , ſo extremely beneficial

in its conſequences , and withal ſ5 eaſily . pra &icable without

trenching on the privileges of any claſs of individuals , that L

am willing to perſuade myſelf the legiſlature will , at no dif

tant period , be induced , to paßs ſuch a bill ; a meaſure ſ0 ftrik »

ing and ſo advantageous to the country in its preſent ſtate of

increaſing population , requiring only to be contemplated in

order to be adopted . :

But as to commutation , or . compenſation for tithes , I in «

cline to think the difficulties are of a Dature ſomewhat more

ſerious . It is certainly admitted , even . by the beſt informed

part of the clergy , that tithes operate as a very conſiderable bar

10 expenſive and permanent improvement in agriculture : but

Kill che clergy are in legal poſleſion , and generatly , 1 think

zt may be ſaid , they exerciſe their right with a lenient hand .

It can ſcarcely be imagined , nor ought it to be detired , that

the dleroy would relinquiih their right without a fair equiva =

kent ; in fairneſs , perhaps , they ought to receive ſomewhat

more than are equivalent : Why ought they not , in ſome ſort ,

es participate in the advantage which would be thus gained ta

tbe public in general ? How this isto be effeded ta the mutual

ftisfadtion of the parties 1 am at a loſs to determine , unleſs it

were that the dlergy might be indemnified with the land pro -

prietor , and be entitled to a certain proportion of the current

rents ; onthe whole , a meaſure of this nature ought not to bs

2] together impracticable , provided it were treated by men of

ability and liberal in mind , to be ſeleSed from the clergy 6n

the one ſide , and from the laity on the other 3 for 1 cannot

think . it . to be legal , equitable , or reaſonable , that either

party ſhould gidtate to the other .

[|
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I was not prepared to notice ſo pregnant an inftänce of the

powei of prejudice as that recorded by your Correſpondent - -
What , in Northumberland too ! a County famed for the adop -

-' 3 1 . " vis EY TERER cx 7. 78tion of many valuable improvements in the buſineſs of agri -
"2 FIrr 4 -

Culture ! a county on the verge oi North Britain ! than which ,
I gueſs no part of the kingdom is making more rapid improve -
ment . Your correſpondent , ſir , intimates to you , that preju -

ice , armed with the 4 keen ? arrows of “ ridicule, "? hath ac -

meaſute of improvement , in its nature conſiderably interelt -

ing , which he was anxious to appreciate . | After this , „ Mall

we be inclined to exult in the proſfped that the forces of pre -

judice and miſtaken intereſt , are well nigh about to ſubſide .

“ Theſe checks to the ſpirit of enquiry need not be reforted to :
I am one of thoſe who conceive , that we are not too ardent

in the purſuit of improvement , but , on ' the contrary , that we
are apt too ſoon to reſt under a fond perſuaſion of our having
attained to the * acme, ? the ae p/ys ultra ofperfedion , terminat -

Ing our career with ſomething of this ſort of exclamation : Shake -

ſpeare isthe moſt valuable bull in the United Kingdom , Pot80 ' s
the fleetcſt horſe in all Chriſtendom , and Don the fineſt wool =
led ſheep in the whole world . That Shakeſpeare might be ſüpe -
rior to another ſpecified bull , Pot80 ' s to a ſpecined horſe , and
Don to a ſpecified heep , would be probable enough ; but have
we had . opportunities of comparing Shakeſpeare with all ths
bulls ir the kingdom , Pot80 ' s with all the horſes in - Chriſten -
dom , or Don with all the ſheep in the world ? The feld is

fufiiciently ſpacious for the principle of improvement continu -

ally to proceed ; nay , but even for the ſecurity of that we

already poſlefs , it behoves us never to loſe ſight of the Prin
Ciple . 1 ſhall not attribute to prejudice the predilection which
Paſtorius profeſles tö have conceived for Leiceſter ſheep ; with
him they ſeem to be framed by the perfe & Hogarthean line of
beauty . I would only jJuft beg leäve to remark , that an epi -
cure , as he juſtly ſtates , would give a decided preference ts
Merino ſheep , and ſtill more to a well fed turtle , as more
nearly approximating to the true dine . of beauty , even
than a Leiceſter ſheep , to the general ſymmetry , combining a
moſt ſmall head , hort neck and legs , and throwing off Es
or nothing of oftal ; and yet a Wiltſhire ſhepherd , at fir &

light beholding this highly finiſhed piece of perfetion , would
ſtart as from a monſter greatly reſembling a certain reptile
which he never . could look on but with a diſzuſt border
upon horror .

In the communications of mine which you have already had
the goodneſs to inſert in your very intereſting publication , the

in >
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following obſervations , if 1 miſtake not , may be noticed , that

Merino ſheep in this country produce wool nothing inferior

to that imported from Spain .
That they produce wool in much greater quantity than any

ſpecies of Britiſh ſheep , from equal quantities of paſture , or

other feed .
" Chat probably the temperature of Britain is more congenial

to the race of Merino ſheep than Spain itſelf , to which they

are not ſuppoſed to be indigenous .
That far irom the ſlighteſt appearance of detereoration , they

manifeſt - indiſputable evidence of general progrefive improve -

mement , more eſpecially in the quality and value of the

ÜcEege :

That they poſſeſs an aptitude to fatten at an early period ,
and that the quality of the mutton is excellent .

That they reſiſt the effe &s of cold inclement weather equal

at leaſ ? to the hardieſt of our native breed , being in fact much

better defended with a cloſer , heavier , and more impervious

Covering .
That about one million individual ſheep , or the one twen -

tieth part of the eſtimated flocks of the iſland , would be ſufi -

cient fully to ſupply the greatcit demand of our fine clath

manufacturers .
" That probably a ſingle croſs would conſiderably increaſe

the weight of the fleece in the offspring of our long -

wooled ſheep , ſtill retaining the ſuitable Raple as combing

wool .

And I cannot but flatter myſelf , that ever eſſential point

will ſtand uncontroverted - - at lea/ ? by facts .
1 have a conſiderable degree of confidence in the candour

and judgment of Paſtors z and yet , I conjedure , he will not

eafily detach himſelf from his favourite breed of Mheep. 1

myſelf conſider them to be more profitable than many of our

native breeds - - perhaps inferior to others . 1 am willing to

attribute to the memory of the meritorious Bakewell , all the

praiſe to which he is entitled . 1 think he did the beſt it was

pofüble to do with rhe rough materials he had to work on ,

Had his aQive and diſcriminating genius been employed on the

« Aat- ſided , ill paped "“ Merinos , I doubt not he would have

been equally ſucceſsful ; for 1 have granted , that we have

ample ſcope for amendment ; and this I conſider to be an ad -

ditional article in their favour of no ſlight importance .

But ſuch as they are , if any circumſtance ſhould induce

Paſtorius to inſtitute a trial , and to offer a liberal price , 1

would furniſh him with a tup which ſhould yield a fleece at

next ſhear time ; that is , on the correſponding day with the

laſt hear , the fleece of which ſhall produce threc yards of broad

cloth , to be eſtimated by competent manufaQurers at not leſs

3 -
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than twenty ſillings per yard , drapers price , or I will not
inſiſt on a ſingle ſhilling for the tup .

In a former letter , I Nightly adverted to the nature of myLord Somerville ' s ſheep - walk , and [ perſuade myſelf that no
land agent of profeſſional ability , would claſs it higher than
medium paſture : now it reſults from the report of a moſt re -
Tpe &able committee of gentlemen expreſs1y appointed , that his
Lordſhip hath aCtually been enabled to ſtock , in the propor -tion of ten Merino fbeep per acre of paſture , with turnips for
the winter ; and in this ſenſe I have never mentioned more
than ten head per acre , however Pradicus and Paſtorius mighthave miſapprehended me to ſtate from fourteen to twentymouths per acre ; nevertheleſs , I have land in my own occu -
Pation on which , by way of experiment , I would readily
venture to paſture throughout 1he year complete , ten of my beit
Merino ſheep to be preſerved in g00d itore condition , or as
farmers term it , in a 200d folding ſtate ,

I ſtill continue to differ with Paſtorius , who is of opinion ,
that the extra ſize of an animal has but little influence in the
extra conſumption of food ; and , un the contrary , am of opi -
nion , that for the moſt part , the larger the animal , the greaterthe relative conſumption of food ; in other words , the leſs
profitable the conſumption .

Mr . Arthur Young , in his Annals of Agriculture , Vol . 31 .
P- 210 . ſtates that a Leiceſter lamb , at the age of about ſeven
or eight months , had acquired ninety pound in weight , and
that in the ſubſequent twenty months , during which time it
bad been well finiſhed off with oil cake , &c . its whole weightamounted to no more than 149lb . but according to the hypo -theſis of your correſpondent , it ought to have been at /ea/ ? 2251b .for eight months are to golb . as twenty months to 225! 1b. But
Mr . Young , in the ſame experiment , further ſtates , and I
thank him for bearing me out ſo handſomely , that in conclu -
ſion , the Merino ſheep had gained 73 per cent . on the original
weight , and the Leiceſter 65 per cent . leaving a difference

of 8 per cent . in favour of Merino .
In another part of the experiment it reſults , that the ſuperiority of the South Down , by compariſon with the Leiceſter ,IS very conſpicuous ' ; its ultimate weight having been 152Ib .and that of the Leiceſter 149 only ; whereas the original weightof the latter was ftated to have been golb . and that of the

South Down but 841b .
6

Thus it ſeems evident from this experiment , that the con -
verſe of the opinion entertained by Paſtorius , is found to be
the fad ; and that the profitable conſumption of food is eſtabliſh -
ed to be in favour of the ſmaller animal , both in the different
genus , and in the progreſſive advances in each of the ſame
ſpecies .

4g . Mag, Y,l . 11 , Xx
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I have often mentioned , however , and here I beg leave to

repeat , that an implicit confidence ought not to be placed in a

ſolitary experiment , 50 experiments of a ſimilar nature would

certainly lead to a much more ſatisfactory concluſion . 1 fſincerety

wiſh 50 ſuch were accurately made and faithfally recorded : in

the mean time , I reſt ſatisfied on the candour of your correſpon -

dent , to allow , that even a ſingle experiment adually condutt -

ed by a perſon of Mr . Young ' s well earned celebrity , would

be of more fterling weight , and be conſidered as 2 more

rational guide for praCtice , than 50 expreſſions of opinion

unconneded with data , although thoſe expreſſions might be

uttered by 50 different perſons .
If it might be granted me to expreſs an opinion , abſtracted

from the conſideration of Mr . Young ' s experiment , as well as

ſome others which might be adduced in confirmation , 1 have

long veen of opinion , that in general , the more profitable
conſumption of food would be on the ſide of the ſmaller

animal . And if I happen to be rather firm in this perſuaſions

yet not ſo riveted , as not to be extremely anxious , that thie

queſtion , which of the two , were fairly and unequivocally

decided ? for I conſider its clear deciſion to be of no ſmall

importance to the public , the more eſpecially as I incline te

think the oppoſite opinion too much predominates .

Paſtorius , in ſome part of his letter , comparing Leiceſter

with Merino mutton , ſeems to be of opinion that the Newcaſtle

keelmen would conſider the latter to be no better than carrion «

I am not willing to detract from the merits of Leiceſter mut -

ton , or from that refined diſcrimination of taſte with which

the keelmen are ſaid to feaſt on it . Thoſe who know me ,

know that my habits are far enough removed from the elegant

refinements of the epicure . But 1 know many who , fond of

good eating , give the moſt decided preference to Merino

utton . 1 will not ſay by compariſon with Leiceſter mutton ,

but with the beſt eſtimated breeds in the country . I beg to

quote the words of one who with the qualifications of a good

eater , poſſeſſes a thouſand others ſtill more valuable . The

words 1 have under his M . S. ſignature : after remarking on the

ſuperior profit of this breed , he ſays ,
“ and thoſe who ſaw and

« ate any part of the carcaſes ſold by the butcher Brooke , muſt

<“« geknowledge the quality offleſh and flavour to be far Superior

< 9 any other fort. "
My apology to Paſtorius , for the curſory and deſultory man -

ner in which 1 have glanced on his enquires , muſt be , the more

immediate preſſure of other avocations ; and this I dare Aatter

myſelf, he will be induced to receive in good part z in ex -

change , I [ hall be happy in future opportunities of anſwering
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his expedations with more perfe & and ſatisfattory infor -
mation .

Bath , I remain , Sir , your obedient ſervant ,
Nov . 13 , 1804 . NEHEMIAH BARTLEY .

Genn Zig

To zhe Editor of the Agricultural Magazine ,

SIR5

GINCE my ! aſt of the r13th inſtant , I am enabled to ſtate
ſome particulars reſpeting a piece of navy blue - broad

cloth , from fifteen fleeces of wool , the growth of laſt year ,
and manufattured by a clothier of firft rate reputation , carrying
on the buſineſs at Tiverton , near Bath , the pariſh in which
the ſheep are depaſtured . ;

The wool was intended to have been aſlorted after tbe
method purſued with wool imported from Spain , 7. e. into the
ſeveral diviſions of R, F, and T - - but negleded .

The following is the report of the manufadurer :
<< Being in London at the time Mr . Bartley ſent the wool

€“ to be manufactured , my people uſed the wool as ſent , with -
<“< out throwing out any of the coarſe , leaving the F and T
<< with the R, which was certainly againſt the piece of cloth
<« made from itz but I muſt beg leave to ſay , that the piece ,
«< as finiſhed , will convince any perſon , that it is equal to
«

any cloth in England : and with care and attention in aſlort -
<< ing the wool , it would feel deter than any piece of cloth
<< ] ever ſaw made from the firſt Spaniſh . ?

( Signed ) EBENEZER BROWNE .

P . S. “ My man ſaid , you wiſh to know what I could ſell
SCHAFESOWPEL VArd: JT I 2 twenty - two ſhillings per yard - =<< caſh at ſix months . "

I know not preciſely Mr . Browne ' s charge for the fabrica -

tion , but I take it to be about ſeven Mhillings per yard .
From the preceding data , then the amount would ſtand

thus :

EN

33 and 1 - half yards at 2285 , = - - - [ . 36 17 0
Dedud & charges at ditto at 75 , = = = 117 74,6

Balance L225 . 0 . 40

Or 335 . 6d . per fleece ; much higher than any ( tarement by
my Lord Somerville .

;

I remain , Sir ,

Bath , Your obedient ſervant ,
Nov . 17 , 1804 . u BARTLEY .

X 2
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To . the Editor of the Agricultural ! Magazine .

ON THE PRODUCE OF THE HARVEST ; CONSUMPTION

OF GRAIN , PRICES OF CATTLE , &C ,

SIR , (

IG we give credit to newſpaper accounts , we have , within

the laſt few months , reaped an amazingly productive crop of

corn in every county of Great Britain . " The prices of that ne -

ceſlary article , however , have advanced greatly , and we cannot ,

therefore , be ſurpriſed that ſome diflatisfa &tion has been ex -

preſſed at the apparent diſcordance between the prices and pro -

duce , and that much anxiety ſhould exiſt in the public mind , as

to the real produce of tbe late barveſt . Agricultural periodi -
cal works , will , of - courie , be read with a view of obtaining
the moſt corre & intelligence , and 1 ardently hope that your

numbers for December and January will contain ample infor

matiou from your Correſpondents in various parts of the king -

dom , on this intereſting and important ſubje &t . In Northum - =

berland , and thoſe - parts of the counties of Durham , Berwick

and Roxburgh , which are contiguous to it , the wet weather

which prevailed in the firſt and ſecond weeks of Auguſt , was

ſucceeded by drought , which , with the exception of a few

moiſt days , continued till about the 20th ult . 3; the produce
of the ground has , therefore , been ſecured in the moſt per -

fe & condition . =- During Septewber the weather was uncom -

monly warm , and the grain was ripened and matured over 2

greater extent of country than we could have expedted after ſo

very , wet and late a ſpring . " The quality of our wheat 15 in -

ferior to laſt years produce ; but that ot all other ſorts of grain
is 9004 , and 1 beartily wiſh 1 cauld ſay the ſame with reſpect to

the quantity 3; that , however , I am apprehenſive , will fall very

conſiderably below the produce ofthe crop of 1802 , Probably
beans and peas , which were a very luxuriant crop , will prove

an exception , Upon our light lands and dry loams , we can

equal laſt years zulk , but upon all other deſcriptions of land

our crops were thin . From the trials which have been made

in threfbing wheat for ſeed *, ( which 1s generally the beft, )
there is realon to conclude , that about 84 ſheaves will now

ſcarcely yield , upon an average of the county , as much wheat

as was laſt year obtained from about 66 Heaves . The crops

in this quarter have not been materially injured by thoſe diſ -

eaſes which are generally denominated blights and mildew , in

many ſituations , however , numerous black and brown ſpots

( called rufts ) were diſcernable on the ſttaw of the wheat ,

which are conſidered as the ſure preſage of an indifferent yield -

ing crop . This , Mr . Editor , is very different from the intel =

ligence you have received , from ** a devout and poetical fare

& See p2g € 225 , Nos 02.
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mer € " relative to the crops of this country ; of the corre &neſs

of my own account , however , 1 do not , at preſent , entertain

the ſmalleſt doubt . Upon ſome farms , under garden - like cul -

ture , on the deep and fertile banks of the T' weed , and indeed
in many parts of the dry , well cultivated and fruitful Ward of

Glendale , probably your correſpondent would ſee ſuch luxuri -

ant crops as would “ hold out to his azticipating mind , a ſure

preſage of plenty and abundance . " * ? But if he had fully con =

ſidered the ext ! reme wetnels of tbe months of March , April , and

May , and that three fourths of the tillage lands of Northum -

berland , are ingumbent on a wet ſubſtratum , ( or at leaſt that

thoſe ſoils in which clay greatly predominates , added to the wet

grounds , will be equal to this proportion of the whole ) , per -

haps he would have ſeen the impropriety of extending his ele -

gant deſcription over an extenſive country . Here it may be

Proper to ſtate , that I do not conſider this gentleman as a Nor -

thumberland farmer , but one from another diſtri &, who in

travelling , has made a few curſory obſervations . Whether

thoſe correſpondents who have given you ſuch favourable ac -

counts of the crops in ſeveral of the Southern counties , are of
the ſame deſcription , I cannot ſay ; I cannot avoid remarking ,
however , that my intelligence through private channels , is
different from that in your Magazine ; and I hope you will

pardon me if I add , that you ihould be well aſiured of the

Judgment and accuracy of obſervation , of thoſe whoſe infor -
mation you inſert . in your valuable publication . But I muſt

beg to have it clearly underſtood , that I do not , at preſent ,
mean to accuſe the laſt mentioned correſpondents of incorre &

intelligence , for it is poſible that their information may prove
perfectly right . Admitting , however , that it is ſo , we ſhould

Pauſe , ere we admit the truth of what is introduced into your
September number , relative to that pleaſing and welcome oficer ,
<< General Plenty . " The adivity and ſübtile . manceuvres of
“< General Complaint, ? and “* General Remonſtrance , will
not be doubted ; I am very apprehenſive , however , that they
wall not be able to drive the odious “ Gezeral Scarcity * from
Our terntory , till they be ſtrengthened by the never failing
Conſeguence of propitious ſcaſons - - an abundant crop . For it
is pretty well aſcertained that the produce of Great Britain ,
even in the moſt fruitful ſeaſons , is not ſuficient for
her conſumption , and as there ſeems no doubt , among men who
are fully able to judge , that the deficiency , in ſome of our

principal corn diſtrie &ts , is very great ; it will not , 1 preſume ,
be contendedithat , becauſe the crcps are Pretty good , in ſeveral

* From the commencement of the ſeaſon for ſowing wheat , till about the mid -
dle of O&ober , the weather was very favourable for committing the ſeed to the groundän wet ſoils; the ſtrong ſoils , however , were too dry and cloddy . „The quantityfown is great , as the weather was favourable in the latter end of the month ,
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Counties , grain will be plentiful throughout the country . The

deficiency in this county , and in Durham and Berwickſhire ,
I have already ſaid , will be very conſiderable , and , ifl am not
miſinformed , it will be much greater . in moſt of Yorkſhire
and Lincolnihire . I have alſo heard that the crops , particu -
larly thoſe of wheat , ace very unproduttive in ſeveral other
Counties *. Now , when we have ſo much reaſon to appre -
hend that the produce of our crops will , upon the average of

the kingdom , fall conſiderably below that of laſt year , what is

the moſt proper courle for the Editors of Periodical Works to

purſue ? Should they contend that the crops are exuberant , ar
that the earth has yielded her precious gifts in abundance , but

that by the artifices of farmers , corn dealers ,and monopolizers ,
whoſe avarice is inſatiable , the conſumers are oppreſfled by
enormous high prices ; or ſhould they fairly ſtate that the laſt

ſpring was one ,of the moſt unfavourable in the memory of

the oldeſt inhabitants of Britain , that ſuch a ſeaſon is highly
detrimental to cultivation and the growth of the crops on

ſtrong and wet lands , that about three fourths of the tillage
lands in the kingdom are of this deſcription , and that , there

fore , this year ' s produce , will , probably , prove conſiderably
Jeſs than that of an average Crop ? !

To amuſe the conſumers of grain with hopes which , in all

probability , will prove fruitlefs , would , I think be highly im -

proper . Proofs of this may be adduced from the experience
we have gained within the laft ſix years ; and I have ſo high
an opinion of the loyalty , peaceable diſpoſition , and reſignation
of my . countrymen , that 1 am fully perſuaded thoſe diſgraceful
and dangerous riots which occurred a few years ago , would

not have taken place , if the people had not been miſled by
artful miſrepreſentations ,

Suppoſing , after all the unfavourable accounts which have

been circulated by the growers of corn in certain diſtricts , that

the crops ſhould prove , upon an average of the country , a

productive one , the preſent evils to the conſumers , will only
be of ſhort duration , for , as it is certain that prices are formed

between the ſupply and demand , they will ſoon be enabled to

purchaſe at 2 lower rate , a rate rendered ſtill more moderate by
the economy introduced in conſequence of the preſent high
Prices .

Very important advantages ariſe to this country from the li -

berty of the prefs ; we ſuffer , however , occaſionally , from its

licentiouſneſs , and on no deſcription of people does this fall

more unmercifully , in times of ſcarcity , thaa on my brother

farmers and the dealers in corn . In plentiful times , either

* I am informed that in thefe counties ſome fields have been ſo much ipjured by
blight , &&. as to be ſcarcety worth the expence of reaping .

4
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theſe men are not noticed at all , or they are admitted , by the
Editors of our Newſpapers , to be the moſt uſeful members of
the community . No ſooner , however , does an unfavourable
ſeaſon , and its conſequences - - unprodudive crops and bigh
prices - - reverſe the ſcene , than they are deemed the peſts ol ( o -

ciety . Can any thing be more unreaſonable and unjuſt than
this ? If any of theſe /apient editors could diſcover the means
of rendering the crops as prolific in wet and adverſe , 25 in
Propitious ſcaſons , they would diſcover what agriculturiſts , from
the creation of the world till the preſent time , have ſearched
for in vain ; until ſuch a diſcovery be made , however , it is
Incontrovertible that their ſevere refle &ions on the cultivators
ot the ſoil , are highly unjuſt and injurious . Thoſe conſumers of
the produce of our lands who are , occaſionally , candid enough
to admit that the huſbandman cannot controul . the weather or
make the crops of grain as produdtive in adverſe as in favour -
able ſeaſons , cenſure the growers , in the ſevereſt terms , be -
Cauſe the advance of price is generally above the ratio of the
deficiency of produce . A few years ago , when it was believed
that the crop was one - fourth deficient , they contended thar
the 1ncreaſe of price ſhould not exceed 25 per cent . aboye the
rate of ordinary years , and that inſtead of being ſatisfied with
this advance , “ the cruel and avaricious farmers, " obtained
prices far above that ratio , &c . their arguments were ſpeci -
ous ' and miſſed a great majority of the inhabitants of this
country , and if the preſent crop ſhould prove deficient , ſmilar
arguments will undoubtedly be urged to ſhew the “ unbounded
avarice of farmers and corn - dealers, " and to expoſe thoſe moſt
uſeful members of lociety to the reprobation and violence of
the populace ; permit me , therefore , tos inveſtigate this ſub -
je & with ſome degree of preciſion . From my own exnrerience
and the accounts of ſeveral accurate huſbandimen , I am in -
clined to think that the annual conſumption of farmers , for
ſervants , ſeed corn , labouring animals , &c . &c . will , upon an
averageof the country , amount to nearly two - ffths of the produce
of their lands * . " That conſumption is , in almoſt
ſmall as circumſtances will permit , and as it 75
as in plentiful years , a crop one- fourth deficient , will enable far -
mers to ſel ] but little more than one - half of the uſual quantityof grain ; it is clear , therefore , that they cannot afford it at
an advance of 25 per cent .

Corn being an article of the firſt neceſſity , there will , when
a ſcarcity exiſts , be a greater competition to poſſeſs it , than way
other commodity , and this is the reaſon why it ſometimes
brings a price exceeding the ratioof the deficiency.

all caſes , as
. 5e ſame zn ſcarce

It Cannot ,

* On this ſübje & I ſmall be glad to ſce the opinions of your accurate correſpon »dents .
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however , I think , be maintained , that in ſuch caſes , theſe high

prices are detrimental to the intereſts of the country , for , as

they cauſe the utmoft frugality in the conſumption , they have

a tendency to prevent the ſcarcity from ending in famine . But

ſuppoling , for the ſake of argument , that they do not promote

the intereſts of the country , will thofe men , who a few years

20 , fagely endeavoured to encreaſe the diſcontent of the peo -

ple , contend that the farmer has no right to avail himſelf of

every opportunity to obtain as high a price for his corn , &c .

as the buyers will give , that his right to ſell as high as he can

is not equal to that of the owners of fu2ar , tea , tteacle , Or

any other article , oc that attempts to prevent his doing ſo

have not increaſed the evils they were intended to remedy ?
To ſhew the danger to which the country 1s expoſed from

the miſrepreſentations of the Editors of Newſpapers , I beg

leave to ſtate a few circumſtances which recently dccutred,
bur which may have eſcaped the notice of ſome of your readers .

ter the heavy rains in Auguſt Jaſt had damaged the erops ,

and retarded the harveſt , the riſe in the corn markets was im -

puted , in fome papers , tO che paſſing of the preſent bill for re -

gulating the importation and exportation of grain , though it

Was clear , that if that meaſure had any effect at all , it was

that of inducing the holders of foreign corn to ' hurry it to

market previous to the commencement of the new law , ( the

15th of November . )
In June and July laſt , when ths above bill was pending in

Parliament , it was Rated in another Newſpaper , that it was

then improper and dangerous , to reviſe our corn laws and

make an experiment , becauſe , on all hands , the crop was al -

lowed to be deficient . After the bill paſſed , however , and an

advance of price had taken place , 7! conſequence of wet weather ,

we were informed , in the ſame paper , that the public were al -

ready ſuffering from the effets of the bill , which had raiſed

corn to an enormous price 771 the face of one of the greateſt crops .

ever beheld in Britain . Such contradi &ory fatements leave

little doubt of their authors being more deſirous of exciting

diſcontent than of diffuſing truth ; and , if the preſent crop

ſhould really prove deficient , ( and the preſent ſtate of the corn

kets corroborates the idea that it is ſ0, ) we may expe to ſee
mar

torrents of the moſt unqualified invectives poured forth againft
Every

the cultivators of the Soil and the dealers in grain .

cauſe but the realione , will be aſligned for the high price of

proviſions. Foreſtalling , monopoly , war , &c . &c . will

again be advanced , in all the hideous forms which fertile brains

can give them , to account for the calamity .

that the war will enable us to bring more foreign corn into the
* I am of opinion

d otherwiſe obtain , and conſequently , it will , in ſome degree ,
country than we coul

reduce the prices of provilions :
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The authors and defenders of the preſent corn bill will not

eſcape cenſure , though it is evident that at prices Conſiderably
lower tban thoſe now obtained , it would not prevent the im -

portation of foreign grain . No men in the country are more
unfit to form a juſt opinion of our crops than the Editors of

Newspapers . They , know not the good from the indifferent ,
and many of them could not even diſtinguiſh acropofbarley from

one of wheat or rye . The correCneſs of their inrelligence
may be judged of , by their ſtatements during the late ſevere

ſcarcity , which tbey contended was artificzal , But if the
dearth was not real , how can they . account for the conſumption
of the immenſe quantities of foreign grain imported into this

Country in 1799 , 1800 , 1801 ? Notwithſtanding theſe men ' s

ignorance ( in rural affairs ) however , they confidently publiſh
opinions which have a moſt miſchievous tendency , opinions
which greatly encreaſe diſcontent , forward the views of our
inveterate enemies , and which certainly do not reduce the

price of proviſions , but , on the contrary , inflame the minds of
the multitude , and lead to the deſftrudtion of great quantities
of human food . Government will , therefore , I hope , dire & 2
watchful eye towards ( hem .

In moſt parts of this diſtri the crops of Potatoes are abun «
dant , and as the turnips , on our ſtrongeſt turnip ſoils , have

greatly improved within the laſt ſix weeks , I may ſafe ) y ſay ;
we have one of the greatelt crops of that uſeful root we ever
poſleſled . Notwithſtanding this , however , and abundance of

graſs , our markets for cattle and ſheep , have , this autumn ,
been lower than thoſe of laſt year , by eight to ten per cent .
This may , in ſome meaſure , be accounted for , by the deſici -

ency of ſtraw . Within the laſt two or three weeks , the
prices of lean ſtock have advanced a little . In Mörpeth mar -
ket , prices of fat ſtock were , laſt week , as under :

Cattle , 65 . to 78 . 6d . per Kone of 14 1b . linking the offal .

Sheep , 685. to 65 . 7d. per do . do. do .
* Swing , 58 . to 5s . 3d . per do . deo . do .
At Berwick , and in the northern parts of Northumberland ,

Old wheatis now readily ſold at 118 . to 115 . 6d . per Win . buſh ,
New do . at 98 . to 105 . 3d. per do .
Do . barley + at ' 58 . to 5Ss, 3d. per do .

Rye, at 58 . to 5s . bd . per do .
Poland , or potatoe oats , at 33 . 4d . to 35 . Gd . per do .

* Theſe animals having been reared in great numbers , pork will very likely continue
avery plentiful article .

+ This article is more ſcarce than any other kind of grain . Owing to the low
Prices of laſt ſeaſon , not above one -half of the uſval quantity of land was cultivatedfor it . The ſame , I have been informed , has been obſerved in almoſt every otherdiſtrict in the kingdom , which tends to ſhow that Lord Stanhope ' s plan for en =
creäſing tillage and the improvement of waſte lands , by reducing the prices of orn ,would expoſe us tothe miſeries of dearth , or ; perhaps , famine ,

Y
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Common oats , at 35 . to 35 . 2d . per Win. buſh.
Beans and peas , at 5s. . "to "55. 34 per do :

Potatoes , ät 15 - 40 9577 Speer do :

In Newcaſile and the Southern paris of the county , prices
of moſt ſorts of grain are generally about ſixpence per buſhel

higher than thoſe above .

In moſt parts of the diſtri &t , good turnips are worth from

five to ſix pounds an acre . Some have deen cut to carry off

for cattle at from 6I . bs . to 71. per acre .

Perhaps this letter is ' already too long , I muſt beg , how -

ever , that you will permit me to make lome remarks on what

you have addrefßfed to ime on the ſubject of tythes , in the lait

Page of your 61iſt Number . This , I hope , you will the more

readily grant , when you conſider that the greateſt part of it is

intended to put the public on their guard againſt miſrepreſen -
tations relative to what 1 apprehend is an zmpending calamity ,
and that in times of ſcarcity , more than ordinary attention is

direded to the removal of all obſtrudttions to agricultural ame -

liorations .

In the above page you ſay , “ our publication is not deſigned
to promote reform either in Church or State . We call it a

work devoted to farmers and rural affairs , and to theſe uſeful

individuals , and their important occupations , we are deter -

mined , as much as poflible to confine it . " If you had not

conceived that I had miſtaken the deſign of your Magazine ,

you would not have addreffed this memento to me 3; and ſome of

your readers will , probably , conclude that I have tranſmitted

you papers containing principles ſimilar to thoſe which have

brought od : um on moſt of our political reformers , and that

you have refuſed to inſert them in your Agricultural Work * ;

for I think they will ſearch in vain ſor ſuch principles in any

of thoſe you have done me the honour to publiſh . I have ,

indeed , very warmly . recommended ſuch legiſlative regulations
as would give to the clergy and lay impropriator , a certain

proportion of the preſent and - future rents of land , in lieu of .

the tenth of their produce ; 1 < annot , however , ſee that

theſe regulations would alter , or endanger , the Government

either in Church or State , to which , / /o/emnly declare , I am

not leſs attached than any man in the wide range of the Bri -

tiſh Empire . And , as the intention of your work is , profeſ -

ſedly , to promote Agricultural Reform , or , in other words ,

a changs from worſe to detter , I muſt ſtill contend that the de -

fign of all my papers is perfectly conſiſtent with its chief ſcope .

Perhaps the mode of ſupporting the clergy by tithes , was

neceſlary in early times , that neceſflity , however , does not

now exiſt , and as it is incontrovertible that they operate as a

* On this point I hope you will do me juſtice ,
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great obſtacle : to improvement in tbat art upon which mankind

depend for ſuſtenance , it appears , to me abſurd in the extreme

to oppoſe a commutation , elpecially when it is clear that ſuch

a meaſure would be highly advantageous not only to che pub -

lic , but to the land and tithe owners .

Tithes are , ungueſtiopably , ingludedin “ rural affairs, " and

as Ciſquiſitions reipe &ing them , and the laws by which they
are collected , are highly interelting to “ Farmers, " I muſt re -

peat that I conſider your publication as peculiarly fit for the

diſcuflion of al ! matters relating not only to them , but to all

other regulations which have the ſmaließt tendency to prevent

the utmoftt extention of our agriculture .
*' he laws for regulating the importation and exportation of

Corn , the propriety of a general incloſure bill , &c . &c . have

been pretty freely inveſtigated in the pages of your miſcellany .
Theſe diſCußlions are certainly as far removed from pra &ical

agriculture , as thoſe of tithes ; yet you have exprefſed no diſ -

approbation ; and this is the more agreeabie to me , as I pur -

Poſe to offer you ſome papers as the poor ' s laws , thoie for the

government of ſervants in agriculture , the property a & as it

affets farmers , &c . &c .

I think you will not ſay , that in my letter to you , I have neg -

le &ed the plough , the harrow , or the drill machine , or that

I have been ſparing of my pen , ink and paper , in communi -

cating the remarks 1 have made in the field of induſtry 3; judg -

ing of the inclinations of others , however , by my own , 1 am

of opinion that if you confine your correſpondents to that field

and theſe implements , your work will neither be ſo exhilarating

nor uſeful , as if you allowed greater ſcope .
Vam , StT -NY öurs ; &C .

AGRICOLA NORTHUMBRIENSIS .

November 13th , 1804 .

ONTHELAGRICULPURE : OFLLHESCOUNDYE OR

RUTLAND .

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine .

Dus

N Y laſt communication was on the Agriculture of the

county of Nottingham , The preſent paper will be

devoted to a province not very differently circunſtanced , but

although the ſmalleſt in England , by no means thz laſt in re -

lative importance . Rutlandſhire is about Afteen miles in length ,
and eleven in breath , and according to the table page , 117 , of

your 6 : h Number , contains 200 ſquare miles , 123,000 a - res ,

16,856 inhabitants , or 82 to each [ quare mile , Being almoſt

excluſively applied to agriculture , its population is in courſg

Y 2
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much leſs extenſive than in any of our manufaduring counties ;
however , the inhabitants are fewer in number , in proportion
to the extent , in Cumberland , Lincolnſhire , and Warwick -
hire . The county partakes of the general charadter of the
midland diſtricts of England , which riſe in gentle fertile hills ,
Without any boldaeſs of charader . The 8. 8. E . parts have a
ſhallow ſtaple upon limeſtone rock . There is ſome cold wood -
land clay , and a large proportion of ſtrong red land loam .
" The red Jand , in general , is rich , and inclined to ſand . The
under ſtratum of the county is a blue clay . Notwithſtanding
Rutland is the ſmalleſt county in its dimenſions , the farms

are , perhaps , larger than in moſt others of the kingdom : 600
acres IS an ordinary extent . Three fiiths , or nearly : ſo , of
this county , is in permanent graſs , and the remaining two -
Afths occaſionally converted into arable and paſture land ,
Hali of this extent may be conſidered good feeding land , but
the reſt muſt be aſſigned an inferior rank . The pradtice is , to

lay the land in very high ridges , and from a little miſmanage -
ment in the direction of the ploughing , itis not an uncommon

caſe , thar the furrows are in a very wet ſtate , and the top dry
and burnt , This error has continued a very long period , until
it has grown into a cuſtom dificult to ſubdue , T ' wo diſad -

vantages I may notice in this place , both of which may be at -
tributed to negle &. A great part of the county is over - run
with ant - hills , which indicates a very ſlovenly ſtate of agri -
eulture . The want of ponds and water , although indolence
has conſidered it a detriment from a natural cauſe , is , in fad ,
to be attributed to a deficiency in ſkill and induſtry , for no -

thing can be eaſier , in almoſt every ſituation , by a little arti -
ficial contrivance , to obtain this important auxiliary of huſ -

bandry . They are attentive enough , however , in preparing
a compoſt from the ant - hills , but that is a poor return for the
ſerious injury occaſioned by ſuffering theſe pernicious intruders

to generate on the ſoil . The prattice of draining the ploughed
land does not generally prevail ; they , however , admit the
ſhare to go a conſiderable depth , which is the beft ſubſtitute
for draining , if it be done with care and regularity , It is

very uſual , in this county , to crop two or three times with

white corn , and then to admit the land to return to paſture .
On the ſübje & of paiture , the following queſtions natu -

rally ſuggeſt themſelves . What graſfes are cultivated 2 What

ſpecies ot ſtock is kept ? Whether the breed of the province
can be improved ? Or whether experiments ought to be made on

2 new race ? - - The anſwer to theſe enquiries will be given in

the following obſervations . On this matter , in Rutland and all

the neighbouring counties , we find , and we acknowledge with

pleaſure and gratitude , the benefit which has been derived

from the enlightened and enterpriſing ſpirit of the late Mr .
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Bakewell , who has introduced a ſyſtem of improvement ,
which , I truſt , will never be forgotten , and will redound ex -

tenſively to private and public emolument . Twelve or four -

teen years ago , a great number of iheep were kept in theſe

diſtriäts of the polled long wooled kind , they were per : nitted
to graze on the open ground , and little or no pains were taken

with the breed . It ſeemed very indifferent to che proprietors ,
what race they promoted on their ground , on the Leiceſter -

SMire fide , they took , indiſcriminately , the produce of that

county , and to the -eaſt , the ſpecies propagated in Lincoln -

ſhire . In conſequence of this diſregard of the pedigree of

that valuable animal , rams were diſpoſed of at the low rate of

from two to hive guineas , and theſe were diſtributed in proper
numbers through the Rocks , without any of thoſe conſiderations

for the benefit ofthe progeny , which has been recently ſo much

attended to throughout all the counties of the kingdom .
Lately , however , the contraded mercenary ſpirit which led to

this practice , has been countervailed , and üfty or an hundred

guineas haye been given for the hire of a ram , and , at the

Concluſion of the ſeaſon , the liberal farmer has found himſelf

abundantly repaid , in the improved quality of his flocks .

But few cattle are reared in this county , conſidering the ad -

vantages it offers to the grazing farmer : however , iome of

Bakewells long horned , and of the Devon breed have been

introduced , and we have no doubt the huſbandman is now ſuf -

ficiently perſuaded of the policy of the exchange . Iriſh and ſmall

Scotch cattle are alfo in requeſt ; andtheyareat this day preferred
tothe Welch , the Shropſfhire , and ths large Scotch breeds . The

Iriſh have been much ameliorated by the bulls ſent to that

Iſland in fuch numbers and of ſuch valuable ftamina , by the
farmer I bave before named . After one ſummer ' s graſs , they
are ſent to London to be diſpoſed of at Smithfield - market .
Some tolerab ] y good black horſes are bred in this county .

1 [ hall next conſider to what extent they avail themſelves of
the aſiſtange of flooding for the improvement of the paſtures .
Irrigation has been ſo corre &ly underſtood , and ſo much re -
ſorted to in various counties , that it is with relu &ance I ſee it

neglected here . A very ſmall proportion of land is artificially
watered in Rutiandſhire , and yet they have had frequent oppor -
tunities of obſerving the advantageous effets of flooding , in

many extenſive diftritts adjacent to the rivers Welland , Ganſt ,
and Calmoſe . Perhaps a prejudice may have ariſen againſt
watering , from the numerous ſwamps in the low grounds
from the ſprings with which the hills abound , but , by proper
attention , and with a very inconſiderable expence , theſe ſprings
might be converted to very uſeful purpoſes . Drains , in proper
directions from the hills , might be cut according to the neceſ -

ſity of the ſituation , to the depth of four or ſix feet ; the

I
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marſby ground would then be rendered firm and productive ,
and , by proper channels of communication with theſe Grains »,

the pradice of irrigation could be adopted over a prodigious

ſurface , and not only the bad land might thus be converted

into good , but the valuable ground might be rendered vaſtly
more exuberant .

I have nothing deſferving attention to remark , on any peCu -

liarniny or ſingular excellence in the ſpecies of grain cultivated

in this part of England . I ſhall , therefore , proceed to en -

quire a little into tbe rotation of crops , and the prattice with

reſped to green produce , turnips , clover , &c . and to what

extent theſe may be found to anſwer the purpoſe of the huſ -

bandman .

On the open arable land , they have uiually purſued the old

courſe of two crops , and then 2 fjatlow , but on theſe ſituations

they have lately introduced ſome vurnips , which cnftom has

been found to be followed by great advantage .
In fome ground of this deſcription , they have the ſubſequent

rotation .

I . Fallow . .
2 . Barley with Broad Clover .

3. Clover Mown .

4 . Eallow or Clover , fed off by ſheep .
In very few places the practice . of hoeing prevails , with

any crop excepting turnips . It is to be Jamented , that

drilling is little known , excepting among experimental farm -

ers , who purſue the buſineſs of the field , rather as a mean of

public improvement , than with any immediate view to private
emolument . If the new ſyſtem of huibandry were more

generally known , hboeing , which is abſolutely neceffary to

exiſtence , would be better underſtood , and the prodigious ad -

vantages , which are derived from this pradice , would be uni -

verſally acknowledged . In the incloſed arable the courfe 15,

1. “Tunzips .
2 . Barley and Clover .

3. Clover Mown ,

4 . Wheat on the Clover ley .
On the limeßone ſoil , the rotation is , two crops and a

fallow . The wheat of this county is in conſiderable repute .

The cultivation of potatoes has been largely extended . It

will be ſeen by - what 1 have obſerved , that iummer fallows ate

very general ; I wiſh the farmers of that county to be aware

of the diladvantagc3 ; they ſufer , from not promoting winter

fallows . It is an extraordinary prejudice , which 1 have been

often under the necefity of noticing , that the land is kept in a

drier ſtate , and more adapted to the ſpring ſeed , if it do not

undergo the autumnal ploughing . Thoſe huſbandmen who
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jpr1Dg , where winter fallow prevails , will admit , that the au -t ? 5 4 ch s ERS DERENIEE:wanal ploughing is one of the moſt valuable expedients in

agriculture .
But leit I hould extend this

T Mall , vin my-

2 rticle to too great a length ,
» Confine myſelf to the mere

repreſentation of the fate of 2 ture in the County , or , at

leaſt , make very few comments upon it .

I will next enquire , what is the rate of the wages and the

price of labour , by the day or by the piece ?
“ The wages are higher in the eaſt than in rhe weſtern part

of the County . Some farmers engage their men from the be -

ginning of hay time to the end of the ſtraw harveit . Women
are rarely employed in tne buſineſs of the field , excepting in
the ſeaſon of harveſt , when they have 8d . to 10d . per day .
" The wages of men in harveſtare from 10 to 125 . per weck with
beer . It boarded in hay time , from 6s . 6d . to 85 . . 6d . From
the end of harveſt to the end of October 85 . to 105 . and from
that time to May 7s . to 8s . per week . From the latter month
to hay harveſt 15 . additional per week . 81 . to 101 . per annum ,
with board , to 2 competent ploughman . For piece work I

may Qlate , mowing graſs at 35 . per acre , Clover 25 . barley 25 .
oats 28 . 6d . peaſe 25 . reaping wheat 65 . 6d . hoeing turnips 55 .
per acce ; threſhing wheat . 25 . per quarter 3 barley 1s . 6d .
vats Is . beans IS . 3d . peaſe 15. 2d .

1 will now obſerve on the fate of the woods of the County .
Oak is not much raiſed in this part of the kingdom , and a

very [ mall proportion , indeed , is ſuited to the uſe of the royal
navy . The beſt part is employed for the purpoſes of navigation ,
and for buildings of various deſcriptions , and a large demand
Has of late been occaſioned by the extenſive canal works : the
worſt is , in courſe , uſed for gates , poſts , hurdles , and ' a great
variety of inferior purpoſes . It has heen recommended , thar
oaks might be benehicially cultivated in the corners of many of
che irregular Gelds of this county . With regard to the price
which the wood obtains , it has undergone fuch rapid Changes,
that it 1s not at all ſafe , from year ! to year to mx any deter -
mined eſtimate of its value .

“ The price of proviſions is deemed reaſonable in this county ,
Corn is generally cheaper than in the adjacent diſtri &s , bur
animal food , I find , bears the ordinary value with the neigh -
bournood , and is probably from one penny to twopence per
pound cheaper than in the London markets .

" The condition of the roads is a ſubjeet of particuiar import »
ance both for private and public accommodation . The paro -
chial roads are not well managed ; they are , in general , raiſed
too high , before the ſuperßcial materials are laid upon it , and :
the duty ofthe parühes , in this particular , is much negledeg ,
“ There is a wantof liberality in regard to the [ ſupply of mate -

ſubſequent remarl
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rials for the roads among the different patochial eſtab/Zihments ,
with reſped to each other , and the public ſurveyors never re -

ſort to procure materials from the neighbouring diſtriäts , if the

ſmalieſt objedtion is ſuggeſted by any of the great land pröprie -
tors . While theſe obſtructions are or every . lide preſented , the

traveller is not aftoniſbed at finding the roads much out of

repair .
On the ſtate of the farm - houfſes , the oflices and tenements

with which they are provided , I have little to offer . The

dwellings of thg farmers are inconveniently ſituated , being
moſt of them in the adjacent towns and villages , ſo that the

huſbandman , inſtead of being in thecentre of the little world

he governs , is removed fromthe immediate ſcene of his employ -
ment , and is often induced to ſpend thoſe hours in the club -

room , which would be devoted much more prudently to the

adjuſtment of his accounts , and to an attendance on his do -

meltic duties .

Farms are uſually let from year to year , and the covenants ,
where leaſes are granted , have received very little alteratiort

for the laſt century . Among the few new ones we find , firſt ,
that the farmer is to take only one white crop before a fallow :

ſecondly , that the tenant , not living in the farm - houſe , is to

Pay 101 . additional rent : thirdly , if the tenant do not keep
his fences in repair , after three months notice , the landlord

may enter and have remedy againſt him for the expence of re -

Pairing : fourtbly , the tenant is not to mow the ſame land ,
two ſucceflive years . “

No manufaCcture is carried ob in any part of the county .
There are a few friendly ſocieties eſtabliſhed to ſupply em

Ployment , to which the induſtry of the young may be di =

reCcted , and to make pecuniary allowances under the attack of

diſeaſe , and under the infirmity of old age .

By the fads I have ſupplied , and by the few obſervations 1

have occaſionally made , it will be ſeen , that there is abundant

room for improvement in the agriculture of this county . It

will appear ſurpriling to ſome of your readers , tbat this little

Province , capable of being converted into the garden of

England , and bordering on extenſive diftriäs , where agricul -
ture IS carried to a high degree of excellence , has been ſo

grievouſly neglected . It is , however , but juſtice to ſay , that

a ſpirit has * been raiſed among the occupiers of the land , whe -

ther from ſhame , from intereſt , or from both , I will not de -

termine , that is likely to reſcue it from the diſgrace to . which it

has been expoſed , and that , I am+confident , will be not leſs

beneficial to the individual , than to the public .
1 am , Sir , your ' s , &c .

Nov . 10 , 1804 , CHOROGRAPHUS .
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BOTANICAL DISOUISITIONS .

OTANY , of all ſcientific purſvits to my habits , is the

moſt intereſting . It unbends the mind , and relieves it

under oppreſflſion from the clamourand buſineſs of the world , by
ſupplying it with the moſt pleaſing and chearful ideas . The

vegetable produdions of nature which are diſtributed in ver exu -

berant garden , invite our affedtions by the delicacy of their

form , by the variety of their colours , by the felicity of their

organization , and by the leading and prominent features by
which they are diſtinguſhbed . The more our curioſity is ex »

cited , the more it is gratified , and the greater our diligence
in the ſcarch , the more abundant the reward in the acquiſition .
" The frigidity of taſte is ſoon converted into the ardour of paſ -
ſion , and the ſtrong emotions which are thus generated ,
are attended with no danger in their indulgence . The field

of nature , like the field of battle , poſleſles its ſhare ot glory ;
but it is a glory which is derived from the almighty hand of

the divinity , and not which depends on the vices , the pre -

Judices , and the infirmities of mankind .

It has been enquired , with ſome ſolicitude , by the lovers of

this ſcience , whether it may be fairly claſſed amongſt thoſe

purſuits which are moſt beneßfcial to our ſpecies ? ſome per -
ſons have veen diſpoſed to imile at the enthuſiaſm of the illuſ -

trious Tournefort when he ſearched for the rare productions
of vegetation , ſheltering himſelf in the caves of the Alps and

the Pyrenees , from the furious catarafs which foamed around

him . For mpſelf , I had rather explore the Appenines with

de Tigny or Reaumur , than aſcend them in hoſtile array with

Hannibal or Napoleone ,
Thoſe who doubt the utility of botany , muſt be unadtquainted

with its Important uſes , in ſupplying food to man , and heal »

ing him under the multiplicity of diſeaſes to which his feebie

frame is expoſed . But many who are willing to acknowledge
the advantages derived from it in this particular , deem the

ſyſtem of claſſification reſorted to by modern naturaliſfts to be

puerile and frivolous . , In their ideas it is abſurd to detail the

peculiarities regarding plants in a book , when they may take

the original in all its native perfe &ion from the hand of nature

every hour : to diſpoſe theſe productions into their orders , gewe
ra , and ſpecies , they ſay , 18 to create a new language crowd »

ed with a cumberſome parade of learning , without iuggeſting
one new idea to the enquiring ſtudent . We find ourſelves

daily indebted to the exertions of the profound obſervers of

nature for the removal of this error : a more accurate examin -

ation has convinced us , that the number of plants 1s almoſt

infinite , that it is neceſlary therefore to form them into ſo -

22



&

354 Botanical Diſquiſitions . [ Nov .

cieties , families , and individuals , in order to underſtand the

principles of government adopted in this innocent , yet vaſt and
magnificent republic . But independently ' ofthe facility thus

aftorded , this ſynthetic methöd has led to the diſcovery of ſome

very beneficial reſults , which by no other means couid have

been aſcertained . It has been even found , that flowers , analagous
in their external features , are often ſimilar in their uſes , whether

applied to domeſtic or pharmaceutic purpoſes . Linngus enter -

tained this opinion , but it muſt be acknowledged , when that

extraordinary man laid the foundations of the ſcience,it could not

be ſufficiently advanced to enable him to meet all the obje &ions ,
and to eſtabliſh his opinions on evidence ' inconteſtible . Since

his time , however , Decandolle , has purſüed this enquiry ; trve

it is , that he has not been able to follow it through all its

extent : yet he has traced with accuracy certain fixed principles

applicable to the ſubject , and has carefully diſtinguiſhed what «

ever is either doubtful or irrelevant .

Botaniſts have adopted two methods to remove the difficulties

which muſt ariſe , in ſeperating the individuals amid the vaſt

chaos of the vegetable world, and the ſyſtems reſorted to tor this

purpoſe , have received the name of claſfification . For this

deſign they have either conſidered a ſingle part of the flower in

imitation of the two celebrated botaniſts we have named ,
Linnzus and Toarnefort , or they have compriſed various parts ,

or the general phyſiognomy which is adopted by Adanſon and

Juflien , and is pradtically employed in the botanic gardens at

Paris . In tbe latter ſcheme , it is not ſuficient to aſcertain the

features of the flower , nor even the proportions of the fruit ,

and the poſitions of the leaves , every circumſtance and acci -

dent is taken into view , and the moſt prominent diſtindions are

recorded . Hence the fruit is more important on this ſceme

than tbe corolla , and the Corolla than the foliage .

Conformity in the exterior character , indicates a relation in

the interior organization , and this implies an analogy in its

qualities ; ſo that the properties of one plant being known ,we
may preſume that thoje which belong to the ſame order , and

alfo to the ſame genus , have ſimilar properties .
If this rule had no exceptions , it would be ſufficient , if we

knew the virtues of one plant,to be acquainted wirchwhat related

to the whole family . Unfortunately that is not the caſe , and al -

though the knowledge ofthe properties ofone ſpecies of plantmay
afford us - ſome Inſight ,we muſt , notwithſtanding , have recourſe

10 experience to give us the certain reſult . „ The batata ,

which is nutritive , and the jalap , which is a ſtrong cathartic ,

belong to the ſame genus . The potatoe and the melon ' are

of the ſame genus , as are the daffodil , and the thorn apple .
'

The objets of M . Decandolle ' s reſecarches have been , zf ,
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to examine the different families of plants , to diſtinguiſh thoſe

whoſe properties are the ſame in every ſpecies , and others whoſe

qualities are uncertain or contrary 3 2d , to find the cauſe of the

exceptions in the law of analogy , and the ſigns by which 1t 15

indicated .

In comparing the natural families with the properties of the

plants which compoſe them , we find that , in 108 ſpecies ef -

tablithed by botaniſts , there are 23 whoſe qualities are wholly
unknown , 15 where the law of analogy 15 probable , although

it is not ſufficiently eſtabliſhed by experience : 19 where this

Jaw is reſtricted to certain genera : 21 where It exilts with

very few exceptions : 23 where the analogy is completely

preſerved , and only 7 wherein it is violated , or in other terms ,

there are only 7 in 108 plants which contradi & the law of

analogy . ;

It is certainly a great point gained to have diſtinguiſhed in

which caſes it is right to judge by analogy , and where it muſt

not be truſted ; but it was not lels important to ſeek

the cauſe of the difference which often exiſts between plants of

the ſame genus ; to examine If 2 plant do not poſſeſls more or

leſs the ſame virtues , and if this property is not indicated by

ſigns eaſily determined ? for this purpoſe it 15 neceſlary to

compare vegetables by their botanical , chemical ,and anatomical

relations . M . Decandolle has treated this ſubje & with much

jJucgment .
Among other obſervations which he makes , I Mall give

the following , which appear to me the mott important .

Iſt , When we examine with relation to their properties ,
plants which have a reſemblance in their external form , we

muſt not negle & to obſerve their internal analogy . In a

lemon , tbe rind , the pulp , and the ſeeds are all totally different

in their taſte , [ mel ] and properties ; this is the caſe in a num -

ber of plants , in the fruit , the leaves , and the root - Of two

plants of the ſame genus , oue is nutritive , ihe other is poiſon -

ous ; the analogy may Mill exiſt , if in one the properties

named are in the root , where the Juice is hidden , while in the

other , it is in the fruit and 15 obvious .

24 . Plants of the ſame family have ordinarily the ſame quali -

ties , but theſe are more or leſs numerous , and vary in different

pr fortions 3; lome abound more in theſe qualities than others

of he ſame kind . The like ſpecies , wild or cultivated , com -

ing from different ſoils and climates , vary " in their properties ,
becauſe the culture and the climate either forward or repreſs

the developement of their qualities .
3d. In ſome families , plants ſeem to form a continued ſeries ,

in others , they differ in many reſpets . / It is a general “ po

ſition , that the more or leſs reſemblance there 1s in their pro =

perties , the more or leſs are they of the lame ſpecies . Thus the

LZ :
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families of the graniculus and the lip - plants have leſs ſimilarity
than rhe perſonata and the honeyſuckles .

ath . Although plants are diſpoſed by botaniſts in an order very

nearly reſembling that adopted by nature , yetit 1s poſible that cer -

tain , ſpecies have not been ſufficiently examined , andthat in form

ing the orders and the genera , enough notice has not been taken

of certain cbaraters , and that ſeveral ſpecies would have been

differently placed . The progreſs that the followers of botany

are daily making towards a methodical plan , favours greatly
the pharmaceutic art .

By paying attention to theſe circumſtances , and to the pre -

cautions which ought at all times to accompany our deciſions ,
we ſhall ſucceſsfully arrive at ſome general relults conducive to

prad &ical utility .
;

egg nnen

LIST OF PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS « »

1804 . ARKER CHIFNEY , of London , Gentleman

Sept . 14 , for a compoſition to be uſed in waſhing , in order

to render mullins and linens beautifully white , and for other

purpoſes .
14 , John Bywater , of the town and county of the town

of Nottingham 3; for an improved method of clothing and un »

clothing the ſails of windmills while in motion , provided they

are made after the Dutch manner , or as the generallity of

windmill - ſails are conſtructed ; by which the mill may be

clothed either in whole or in part in an eaſy and expeditious

manner , by a few revolutiors of the ſails , whether they are

going faſt or ſlow , leaving the ſurface ſmooth , even , and re -

gular in breadth , from top to bottom , And in like manner

the cloth , or any part thereof , may be rolled or folded up

to the whip at pleaſure by machinery ſimple and durable , that

may be fixed up in a few days , at a comparatively eaſy ex

penſe , requiring very little alteration of any part öf the mill ,
and is equally applicable to any old ſails on the common con -

&ruction , however warped or boſomed , without the neceſlity
of having new cloths .

- - = - 14 , John Gregory Hancock , of Birmingham , in the

county of Warwick , Die - engraver ; for a method of forcing
or working the bolts of preſſes or of engines uſed for the pur -

poſe of cutting , prelling , and ſqueezing of metals , horn , tor »

toiſe - ſhell , ! cather , paper , and other ſubſtances .

- „ - 21 , Joſeph Huddart , of Highbury - Terrace , in the pariſh
of ulngton , in the county of Middleſex , Eiquire 3; for a mode

or art of manufacturing and ſpinning yarn , different from any

ſuch now in ule ,
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The following STATEMENT 15 an accurate ExTRaeT of the

PRICE of the QUARTERN LOAF , WHEATEN BREAD , at

the Commencement and Concluſion of the ſeveral Mayoralties ,
herein ſtated , from the Year 1735 to Nov . gth , 1803 , as entered

at the Town Clerk * s Oige , Guildhall . - - The Price at the Com -

mencement of each Mayoralty Shews the Price at the Concluſion

of the preceding Mayoralty .
Dates . Price of | Dates . PriCe/of

Nov . 9.
NIE | Q. Loaf . | Nov . g. NMeyerelar Q- Loaf .
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37 . 45 " Hoare | = = > - 43 (17. 80 " Tewes - . . - = - 7 %
1740 „benny -. - - = .52' | 1786 Plömer 2 - 25 < 5

17 . 47 „ Lagbreke - 4 - - S 11782, . Newnham ;- - " . , - 82
LEG . SOAIWErt 4 2 0 M8 3 NBecKlam . 42 . 2 7E
17/40 ) JBenfantre . = TELE UTA Clarke p = . 75
NO ! NEDCIANNEe 117 . SEE 7 . 85 WIe 2 - 07
1751 " Wänterbottem * = 67 | 1786 Sainſbuiry - =" - 6

1752 Gaſcoyne - "- - 52 | 1787 Burnell - - » - - 42
05715/3/* " WONNderi - = 1601. 1788 JG 2 0 2 20x
KAL JADNEM 1 6 2 1961 160780) BICKetE 182 EEX
497151517 VBC&WeN 1 120600197900 ) BOygell im ZE
1756 Dickenſont - - 22 13701 Hopkins = = 168
17 API ze DL 02 ) Sanderſon = 2 7 :
175,8 Glynmne < 1-4 6 . 1703 Te Meſunier = 2 72
00515. O/ CHREEYE 11 11 0 996 NIZOA SEMNEeN 1 70
1760 " Blackifion + = 52 | 1799 Curtis : 1 6 1028
TON SPIudyent ZM 70 . 007906 " Watfon ' - " -' 4 2987
4702 ) " Becleford " - ! = 5 - 61 17797 Anderſon 2 - 2 92
1703 BBNÜSFen < "=: a 16 NATOSN Gym : 21 2 024 : 20 . 88
1794 : 7 Steplienſon - - 62111709 , Combe = " 0 7 »
Y705 Nelfon "=, =! E12 800 " + 174
UAGD WERTE = 1 51 181 NISOL Kamer 0 21 . 25 . 101
UO ELAN +4 0m 0821115802 FBEICO Fe 2 OE
1708 NUE = 21. 02. 100803) " Derne 128 . 108
1769 Beckford * - - - 6

A DE RHB us
Bied in their Mayoralties .

arſons , fſucceede, ambert , = interbo kN Fs SEE
Godſchall , = - Ze Heathcote , 0995 WIEN 5 5 34 . 2 EIR 208
Pennant „3 = = Beachford/ : 1749, 17 Beokford , 1- " 12 Trecotlick 1. 00

+ Wetfſtley , 1743 , Bread two weeks at 4d . Quartern Loaf in this
Mayoralty . Dickenſon , | 756 , Bread four weeks at 93d . Quartern
Loaf in this Mayoralty . Curtis , 1795 , five weeks at 15. 3d . Quar ?
tern Loaf in this Mayoralty , the Penny Loaf weighing 4 02 . 10dr
and Staines , 1800 , four weeks at 13. 102d .

7

A Peck Loaf ſhould weigh 17 1b. 602. 2 dr . - - A Half Peckg ; 2 . - ck, 8 1b .
21 . 02 . 1dri - - A Quartern , 4 1b, 5 07 . 8dr .
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1. Tranfſadions of the Linneana Society . 71h Val . 4t0 .

KE are happy to find that the labours of this learned ſociety
h4 ill continue to be applied to afford new and important ma -

terials in the department of Natural Hiſtory . We have ſincerely

joined in the regret exprefled by one of our correſpondents , that

this eſlential branch of phyücal knowledge has been ſo much neg -

Je &ed in this countrv , and we ſhall be glad to diſcern , by the exer -

tions of modern naturaliſts , that it 15. at. laſt hAtly appreciated .
" The work . which we now ſubmit to the notice of our readers , 15

embelliſhed with plates , ſome of them coloured , illuſtrating the

different articles diſcufled . Theſe are introduced by the cha - ter

of the corporation , for the ' eſabliſhment of which the royal patent

was granted on the 26th of March , 1802 . A conſiderable portion
of this volume is devoted to an hiſtorical account of i eſetealogical
Writers , and whatever may be the accuracy of this detail , we

certainly conſider it the leaſt intereſting part of the work . We

have ſubjo . ned a few extrats , which , we conceive , will be greatly

acceptable to the curious reader .

A deſcription of the Bos Frontalis , a new ſpecies from India . By AyIlmer
Bourke Lambert PF R . S . VP,1 . S .

Read March 24 and May 41h , 1802 ,

Bos FRoNTAaL18 . - - Bos nigro - - ceruleſcens , faſcia frontali griſea ,

Cornidus craflis , rewmotis brevibus , cauda ſubnuda gracili aſpice

Piloſä .
TaB . 1V. - - Obs vellus molle . Juba nylla . Labium inferius ,

aſpice album pilis hispidis ſetoium . Faſcia frontis pluimbea baſes

cornuum includens . Cornua pallida .
I received from Sir Joſeph Banks the firft information of this

ſpecies , which lately arrived from India ? having been ſent by the

Marquis of Welleiley to David Scott , Eſq . and 15 now in the . poſ -

ſelon of Mr . Brookes , in . the New Road , where 1 12x47 -1€5 Jt 18

probably a native of . the mountainous parts of that country , and

20pears perfedtly new . In that excellent work of General Zoo -

1ogy » lately pubiiſhed by Dr. Shaw , which contains more ſpecies

and better arranged than any work extant , it 1s not mentioned .

' Che animal appears 10 be between two and three years old , very

fame and inoffenive . A cowof the ſam2 ſpecies was coming over

wich it but died in the paſſage . " This is all we can learn , at pre -

ſent , relatins to this animal .

Soon after the drawing was taken the 401mal died , to all appear -

ance owing to the ch . nge of climates a diſſe &ion of it was made

by Mr . Brooke25 , - Surgeon , in Blenhem - ſftreet , who has been ſ0

kind a « to favour me with the following meaſurements .

From the top of the noſe to the end of the tail 9 feet 2 inches .

From the tip of the hoof of the fore foot to the top of the nüng

cf the b. uck 4 feet 1 4 inch .
;

The girthof the largelt part . of the abdomen 5 feet 7 inches .

4
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From the tip of the hoof of the hing leg to the higheſt part of

the rump 4 3 feet .

From the top of the forehead to the end of tne noſe 1 foot 9
inches .

Girth of the head over the angle of the jaws 2 feet 114 imchess

From the tip of one horn to the other 1 foot 83 inches .

The length of the horn externally 8 4 inches .

" The girth of the horn at its largeit part 1 foot 1 inch .

In ' a letter with which I have been favoured from George Harris ,

Eſq . reſpe &ing this animal , he writes as follows :
Ke FNA RUITRG

<< T have before me your note with the drawing , which undoubt -

edly appears to me to be the ügure of he animal I mentioned to
have in my poſſelion . Some parts of the drawing ſeem to be rather

too much enlarged , as the baſe of the horns and the riſing ' between
the fore houlders .

<< The animal I deſcribed to you ' and ' ' which 1 have kept and
reared theſe laſt ſeven years , and Know ' by themame of the Gyal ,
15 a native of the hills to the North Eaſt of the company ' s province
of Chittagong , in Bengal , inhabiting that range of hills » which

ſeparate it from the country of Arracan .
<< " The male Gyal is like our Bull in hape and appearance , but I

Conceive not quite ſo tall , is of a blackiſh brown colour . - The
horns hort , but thick and ſtrong towards the baſe , round which ,
and acroſs the frons , the hair 1s buſhy and of a dirty ' white colour .
' Vhe cheſt and forehead are broad and tnick . He is naturally
very bold , and will defend himſelf againlt any of the beaſts : 0f

prey .
«« The female differs a little in appearance . Her horns are pot

quite ſo large and her make 15 ſomewhat more lender : ſhe is very
quiet , is uſed for all purpoſes of dairy , as alſo ( I have been in -
formed by the natives ) for tilling ' tue ground , and is more tradtable
than the buffaloe . The milk ' which theſe cows give has a peculiar
richneſs in it , ariſing , I hould conceive , from their mode of feed -

ing , which is always on the young ſhoots and branches of trees . in

preference to graſs .
<< I conftant ! y made it a pratice to allow them to range abroad

amongt the hills and jungles at Chittagong during the day: to

browſe , a keeper attending to prevent their ſtraying ſo far as tobe
in danger of loſing them . They do not . thrive . in- any part of

Bengal ſo well as in the aforementioned province , and the adjoin -
ing one , Tipperat , where I believe the animal is alſo tobe found .

1 have heard of one inſtance of a female Gyall breeding „ with
a common bull .

<< I wiſh it were . in my power to give you ' more particulars , but
I am deſcribing entirely from memory, "

An Uluftration of the Gra called by Linngus Cornucopia " ' alopecuroid2 ; .
By Jämes Edward Smith , M. D . FE. R S . P . 1L . S.

. SOMETIME between the publication of the ſecond edition of
the Species Plantarum and that of the firſt Mana , Linnzus received
from Profeſlor Arduino a fingle ſpecimen of an Italian graſs of a
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moſt extraordinary appearance , which the learned botaniſt who

ſent 1t might poſlibly form a new genus . The annexed figure

( Tab . xi fig . 1. ) ſhews the exa &t appearance of . this original ſpe -

men . Linnwus remarked its great reſemblance to Alopecurus Pra -

tenfis , at the ſame time noticing the infßlated heath of ius upper

Jeaf , in which he found it to agree with ſome ſpecies of Phalaris .

Its moft ffriking peculiarity , however , a membranous eup em -

bracing the lower part of the ſpike , ſo ſtrongly accorded with the

genus cornucopiz , that Linnzpus , without ſcruple , ſo determined

it , being doubrleſs well pleaſed to add a reinforcementto rhat cele -

brated and uncommon genus , of which only one ſpecies had before

been diſcovered . Nor did he , inthis determination , loſe ſight of

bis uſual accuracy . On a diſfetion of the flower he found the

corolla of one valve only as in cornucopie , in which mark , indeed ,

that genus agrees with alopecurus , being diſtinguiſhed from it , as in

alllother graßſes , only by the funnelſhaped involucrum which ' contains

the flowers . This part being curiouſly and regularly notched in the

original COrnucoplixz » and the flowers beardleſs , while , in the graſs
before us , the flowers are awned and the involucrum nearly en

tire , furniſhed Linnzus with ſuficient ſpecific diſtinetions , while

the general habit and ſtrufture , even the inflated ſheaths of the

leaves , evinced a generic afinity between the two plants . So great ,

ind2ed , is this afiinity , that but for the involucrum , the original

cornucopia cuculatum would be an alopecurus : for we have lately be -

come acquainted with ſome ſpecies of the latter , whoſe flowers

more nearly agree with it in ſtrutture , than choſe which Linnzus

knew ; while the corzucopig alopecuroides turns out the very iden -

tical phalaris utriculata of Linnzwus , which is itſelf a real alopecuras .

I have , in another place ( Tour oz zhe Continent , Yol . 2. pP5. 293 )

mentioned , that Linnzus deſcribed his Phalaris Utriculata from

other authors , without ſeeing it , a circumſtance which may excuſe

his very erroneous ſuſpicion of its not being diſtin & from phalaris

Paradoxa , 23 well as his not finding it out to be an alopecurus , or

that the new graſs of Arduino was the very ſame thing . Both

theſe diſcoveries occurred to me at ONCE, in examining Pfalaris

ztrieulata , for the purpoſe of making out its full deſcription for

the Flora Greca . 1 found it in charatter and habit a decided alo

Pecurus , and that ſome new graſfles , which Dr . Sidthorp , from
their affinity to ppleum gerardi of Jari

had conſidered as ſpecies

of phleum , were to be referred to alspeturius alſo : even the phleum

erardi , pzrhaps , notwithſtanding its having a ſmall inner valve

to the corolla , ought , as the accurate Gerard ſuſpeded to bc ar -

ranged under alopecurus . Having made this diſcovery , the recollec -

tion of cornucopia alopecuroides came into mind . It had always been

an obſcure plant , known only by the Linnzan ſpecimen , nor ever

found by any botaniſt except Arduino . Sir Joſeph Banks had more

than once looked at the ſpecimen with me - His penetrating judg -

ment ſuſpe &ed ſomething anomalous in 1t , and I was the more

ready to acquieſce in his ſuſpicions , from the plant having been

found only once : but neither of us could recolle &t to what it

really belonged , for on comparing it carefully with alopecurus pra -

tenfis » to which Linnwns ſays it 13 ( 0 very like , they proved de -
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cidedly diſtin &. On turning to the herbarium , while full of the
idea of phalaris utriculata , or rather as it muſt now be called g/ -

Zecurus utriculatus , 1 perceived , at once , that this wonderfal cor -
nuCOPp1Zz was no other than a ſingular variety of that ſpecies , cha -
ra &eriſed by the cup or rufe which unfolds the baſe of the ſpike.With great ſatisfation I perceived rudiments of this rufile on the
groſs in its ordinary ſtate , though they had eſcaped the obſerva -
tion of the accurate Scopali ( Deliciw Infubrice wv. 1. t. 12 . 5 aud
the more exat & Baver ; and further obſerved , that it does not , in
any inſtance , run down into a ſheath . Profeſſor Ardruno ? * s ſpecimen
would , at firſt ſight , induce one to ſuppoſe , but that the ſtem is ,
in his ſpecimen , much thicker than uſual , probably from the ſame
cauſe of monſtrolity , which produced the dilated rufe . Indeed
in the true cornucopie , the notched cup does not form one common
Cavity with its horn - like ſupport , the latter being truly a flower
ſtalk , ſwelling upwards , hollow within , but cloſed at the top ,where it bears the head of flowers and the notched involucrum .
Hence it appears how cloſely cornucopig and alopechrus are really . al -
lied ; and it may afford amuſement , as well as inſtruttion to the
ſpeculative ſyſtematic botanill , to conſider how far , in this or any
other inſtance , the exiſtence of ſome ſtrange peculiarity in the
parts of fruttification themſelves , which this of the cornucopie 18
not , hould lead him to form diſtin & genera , when general f &truc -
ture and habit do not authoriſe his Proceedings . On the other
hand , when other differences too ſlight , either ſeparately or collec -
tively , to form a charadter themſelves , fhow a real diſtin &ion , we
mayreaſonably exped , and ſhould readilv ſeize ſome technical cha -
rater , by which we may define and ſlamp the newly diſcovered
genus .

Norwich , O2 . 31 , 1801 .

( Zo de continued . )

OLIVIER DE SERRES .
Olivier De Serres who was born in the year 1539 , and died in

1689 , was one of thoſe eminent men of whom France may Jjuftly
boalt . From the uſe he made of his genius for the benefit of his
Country , not only admiration , but gratitude is due to his memory .

The writings of Olivier comprehend every branch of agriculture ,
andare even now the beſ that have appeared of his own nation on
this ſubjet . He had a mind which was capable of ſeizing the moſt
important branches of art or ſcience , and could diſcover their
bounds almoſt as ſoon as he had undertaken the inquiry . But we
will not anticipate the panegyric that the Editor has placed at the
beginning of the volume which we announce , and to which we
ſhall afterwards ; advert .

The edition , of which this is the firſt volume , is a tribute , which
the Society of Agriculture ofthe department of the Seine , has paid
to the firſt of their writers on huſbandry . It is remarkable on ac -
count ofthe great number of enlightened men who have contributed
to enrich the work by their notes , explanations , and criticiſms .

The National Convention , in the year 3, decreed ( on a report of
Eſchafleriaux , ſen , which contained excellent views reſpecting the

Aaa
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agriculture of France ) , that Bernard de Paliffy , and Olivier de

Serres , had deſerved well of their country , and that their buſts

ſhould be placed in the hall of the Convention . The following

year » the Miniſter ofthe Interior , Benezech , ordered his agricultru ral

committee , conliſting of Cels , Gilbert , Haurard , Villemorin , Teſlier ,

Parmentier , Rougier de Bergerie , and Dubois , to prepare a new

edition of a Treatiſe on Agriculture , by Olivier de Serres . “ his

work, " ſays the miniſter , “ which 1s univerſally eſteemed , and

which may be looked upon as a model for all the works on this

ſubje &, which have been publiſhed ſince , is the Treatiſe on Agri -

culture , by Olivier de Serres , written towards the cloſe of the ſix -

teenth century , and publiſhed at the beginning of the ſeventeenth .

But it is now extremely ſcarce - It would become you to publiſh a

new edition under the auſpices of government , with ſach notes and

additions as you may think uſeful . "

Another minißer ( who , like the preceding , Was ſincerely inte -

reſted in the ſubjed of agriculture , hitherto too much negledted ,

Francois de Neufchäteau ) encouraged this enterpriſe .

Amovyg the papers at the end of the panegyric on Olivier de

Serres , is the extra & of an order reſpeting the eſtabliſhment of

agricultural ( ociettes , which contain ſome very intereſting articles

on this ſubje &, and on which the edition and the panegyric are in

ſome degree founded . The proſpe &us of this work was read at 2

public fitting of the National Inftitute ; it contains the following

paſlage .
““ It is a religious duty to put within the reach of every

cultivator , the ſyſtems be ought to follow , and nothing conduces

more to this objet , than the publication of the works of Olivier de

Serres . " '

The Society of Agriculture of the department of the Seine , wilt

have the glory to accomplifh , what has been ſo well begun , and for

once it will not be true , that a uſeful and public ſpirited idea has

not been abandoned for want of perſeverance for the accompliſh -

ment of it . The miniſter of the Interior has ſeconded the zeal of

this inſtitution , and dererves to ſhare the glory of its execution .

In ſhort , the reſpe &able lift of ſabſcribers at the beginning of the

volume , proves that every claſs of ſociety throughout France , has

been ſenſible of the value of this new edition . The erizinal work

does not need our praiſes , but we think it uſeful and intereſting to

give more in detail , the different ſubje &s with which it is enriched ,

We ſhall therefore ſubjoin a ſketch of the work itſelf .

The eloge of Olivier de Serres , read at the ſitting of the Agri -

cultural Society of the department of the Seine , the firft meeting ,

year 11 , by N. Francois Neufchäteau , 13 the introdu &ion . This

( peech was to the ( ame effe & as that which he had given when he

was miniſter in the year 7» when he was called upon as a member

of the Society . This circumſtance proves at leaſt that the ſubject

was ſuited to the taſte of the orator . In ſhort , he gave himſelf up

to that kind of enthuſiaſm , wich which he generally writes But

while he paſlionately admires the hero of French agriculture , he

diſcuſſes the ſubje & as a biographer , and thinks like a philoſopher .

He obſerves judiciouſly , that ““ the age of Lewis XIV . ſo. fertile in

wonders of every Kind , far from having the advantage of the days
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of Auguſtus , by witnefling the birth of the Georgics , is remarkable
for its indifterence on the ( ubje & of agriculture . How deſtitute was
that age of any taſte for rural employments ; it was devoted to

luxury and giory, brilliant it 1s true , but far from being occupied
in huſbandry . "

Our own experience will convince us of the truth of the obſer -

vation , that military glory is moſt dearly earned , and yields leaſt

profit . But the author ' has been aware that it was not fit for him
to ſay every thing ; it was neceſſary to leave ſomething to the ima -

Sination of the reader , and although he was ready enough to be
more diffuſe , he reſtrain2d himſelſ , leaving every one to extend or
ſhorten his refßle &ions .

He endeavours to account for the negle & into which this work
of Serres had fallen , after having paſſed through nineteen or twenty
editions ſince the firſt which was dedicated to Henry 1V . in . 1600 to

1675 . Itis a problem that deſerves ſome attention . It ſeems won -
derful that a book which made ſo much noiſe when it firſt appeared ,
and which had ſo much ſucceſs for half a century ; this book ,
which according to Scaliger , Henry IV . always had brought after
dinner for three or four months together , Mhould all at once have
fallen into ſuch entire negle &. N. Franceis de Neuſchäteau thinks
that Olivier was a proteſtant , and his book experienced the pro -
ſcription which took place at the reformation . ““ When the edie
of Nantes took place ( ſays he ) ihe licenſe was withdrawn from all
books which were compoſed by the diſciples of Calvin , and for
one century and a half the printers in catholic countries did not
dare reproduce the Treatiſe on Agriculture . "

This ſeems the true caufe , and N. Francois de Neufchäteau has
- properly rejedted that which has been more generally aliedged , viz .

rhe unglual dificulty of the ancient Janguage of Olivier de Serres ,
who , as N. Francois de Neufchäteau obſerves , “ is one of thoſe
authors , whoſe fimplicity and preciſion has ſaved from the wreck of
Frenchworks . "

The author of the panegyric on Olivier de Serres , finiſhed the
account of his hero , after having named the authors who have
done him homage : ſuch as Linn » us , Haller , Arthur Young , &c .
he repreſents him as re - appearing with ſplendor 4n the new edition ,
that we announce , which 15 a national offering .

The moft brilliant title which Olivier de Serres poſſeſſes in his

having introduced into France the cultivation of mulberry - trees and
of ilk worms . This began in the Tuileries . That part of the

garden now known by the name of the Orangery , at the extremity
of the terrace des Fueillans , was devoted to railing ( iK worms , and
for the dwellings of thoſe who had the care of them : and Olivier
de Serres , after the plan of Henry 1V. . made in the garde , which
now . is the public walk , a nurſery containing 20,080 feet for whie

mulberrz " trees . N. Francois de Neufchäteau regrets, - not without
reaſon , there being no inſcription to recall this circumſtance . He

Propoſes to plant in the garden of the Tuileries , a clump of muls

berry trees , and a marble tablet with the following inſeription :
Cf ici

DV au commencement du 17e fiecle ,
Sous de regne ae Henry 1V ,

O:
ie

y.
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Et de Pordre expres de ce Prince ,

20,000 müriers blanc raſſembles et plantes .
Par Icsſoins a ' Oliv . er de Serres

Donnerent le moyen de propager cet arbre utile ,
Et d' elever les vers a ſoie

Dans !heureux climat de la France .

En memoire de quoi
Ce marbre ef? erige ,

Sous Ie Conſfulat de Bonaparte ,
LW' an ' e » . . . . . de Ia Republique .

We think , with the author , that this monument would be far

preferable to the infignilicant and frequently odious ſtatues which

" are intended as decorations to the public gardens . We are there -

fore inclined to ſecond his wiſh , which we think not only applies
to the ſtatues of the ancient mythology , bat even to thoſe of the

Ceſars .

" This panegyric on Olivier de Serres is followed by an imitation

from the ſame perſon , of the epittle in latin verſe , addreſſed to

Olivier de Serres in 1599 , by Francois Chalander , lieutenant - go -
vernor of Bas . Vivarais has written a poem of400 verſes in praiſe
of this author . Another poetic epiſile of about 850 verſes 1s at the

end with ſeveral other latin , as well as French pieces on the ſame

ſubje &.
" The panegyric of N - Francois are followed by nine articles , viz .

1. An extra & from the hitftorical paper in praiſe of Olivier de Serres ,

by M. Dorthes , who was rewarded by the Royal Society of Mont -

pelier . 2. An extra & from a plan of a decree preſented to the

National Convention by the Elder Eſchafleriaux . 3. A letter from

the miniſter of the interior , Bene &zech , to the members who com -

poſed the agricultural council of the government , to invite them

to give a new edition ofthe work of Olivier de Serres . 4. An ex -

trat from an order of the miniſter of the interior , Francois , review -

ing all that had been done for the encouragement of agriculture .

5 . A proſpetus of the new edition by the order of the ſociety of

agriculture of the Seine - 6- An account of Qlivier de Serres , by
C. La Boiſfſiere , formerly advocate - general of the Parliament of

Grenoble . 7. Explanations of ſeveral paſſages in the former ac -

count , by M. Francois . 8. An extra &t from a letter of C. Faujas ,
profeſſor of natural hiſtory . 9. Liſt of the ſubſcribers opened by
C. Caſarelli , prefe & of the department of 1 ' Ardeche , to ere & a

m nume it tothe men : ory of Olivier de Serres ,

After theſe 1s added an hiſtorical elay , containing enquiries on

the ſtate of agriculture in Europe , in the ſixteenth century , by C.

Gregoire ,
( To be continued . )

A general hiftory of Duadrupeds . The figures engraved on wood by T.

Beawick , Nezwcaſle - upon- Tyne, Hod/on , Beilby , Oc . Royal 8 %0 .

526 fager ,

PERHAPS thereßcan be few produdttions more curious , intereſt

ing , or Important in a work devoted to agriculture , at the preſent
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period , than thoſe conneded with the hiſtory of quadrupeds . ' On

this account , with particyjar pleaſure , we notice the valuable

detail on this ſubjed , given to the public , with the figures engraved
on wood , by T . Bewick : and whatever may have been the diſ -

regard of ſyltem in this work , the conduftors have not been pre -
vented from attending to the great diviſions of quadrupeds ſo ob -

viouſly marked out by . the hand of nature , and ſo clearly diſtin -

guiſhed , that fhe moſt careleſs obſerver cannot avoid being forcibly
ſtruck with an agreement of parts in the outward appearance of

the different individuals of which it conſiſts .

The following obſervations on the improvement of the Engliſh
horſe , will be found to deſerve attention : = - “ “ Conſiderable improve -
ments have of late years been made in this kind of horſes , by Mr .

Bakewell ,of Diſhley , and others ; who , by great ingenuity and

attention , have acquired ſuch celebrity , that they frequently ſell

ſallions of their reſpetive breeds for two hundred guineas ; or ,

what is a more general prattice , let them to hire by the ſeaſon , for

forty , eighty , or perhaps an hundred guineas ; and ſome of them

cover at five guineas a mare . The form ' of the black Lincolnſhire

horſe has , by their management , been materially altered :
" The long fore - end , long back , and long thick hairy legs , have

gradually contraded into a ſhort thick carcaſe , a ſhort but upright
fore - end , and ſhort clean legs ; experience having at length proved ,
that ſtrength and adivity , rather than height and weight , are the

more eſſential properties of farm horſes .
<< Another advantage poſſefled by this improved breed , 1s its hardi -

neſs , or thriving quality ; its being able to carry fleſh , or ſtand

hard work , with comparatively little provender . This hardineſs

of conſtitution , or natural propenſity to thriving , the Leiceſter

breeders aſſert is hereditary in particular individual breeds or lines

of horſes . If this obſervation be juſt , and that the feeding quality
can be obtained with any degree of certainty by management
in breeding , in this as well as other Kinds of live ſtock , it is a moſt

intereſting circumftance in the nature of domeſtic animals . "

" The following obſervations on ſome peculiarities in the breed of

wild cattle , will alfo be intereſting to our readers : - - - ““ When the

cows calve , they hide their calves for a weck or ten days in ſome

ſequeſtered ſituation , and go and ſuckle them two or three times a

day . Ifany perſon come near the calves , they clap their heads
Cloſe to the ground , and lie like a hare in form , to hide themſelves :
this is a proof of their native wildneſs , and is corroborated by the

following circumſtance that happened to the writer of this narra -

tive , who found a hidden calf , two days old , very lean and very
weak : - - - On ftroking its head , it got up , pawed twG or three times
like an old bull , bellowed very loud , fſtepped back a few fieps ,
and bolted at his legs with all its force ; it then began to paw
again , bellowed , flepped back , and bolted as beſore ; but knowing
its intention , and ſepping aſide , it miſſed him , fell , and was ( o

very weak that it could not riſe , though it made ſeveral efforts :
but it had done enough ; the whole herd were alarmed , and com

ing to its reſcue , obliged him to retire ; for the dams will allow

+
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no perſon to touch their calves , without attacking them with 1m -
Petuous ferocity . *

When any one happens to be wounded , or is grown weak and
feeble through age or ſickneſs , the reit of the herd ſet upon it , and

gore it to death .

Ihe weight of the Oxen is generally from forty to fiſty . ſtone
the four quarters ; the cows about thirty , The beef is finely
marbled , and of excellent flavour .

Thoſe at Burton - Confiable , in the county of York , were all

deſtroyed by a diſftemper a few years ſince . They varied ſlightly
from thoſe at Chillingham , having black ears and muzzles , and

tae tips of their tails ofithe ſame colour : they were alſo much larger ,
many of them weighing lxty - ſone ; probably owing to the rich -
neſs of che paſturage in Holderneſs , but generally attributed to the
difference of kind between thoſe with black and with red ears , the
former of which they ſtudiouſly endeavoured to preſerve . The breed
which was at Drümlanrig , in Scotland had alſo black ears . "

The ſubſequent remarks on the improvements in the Holſtein , or
Dutch bull , muſt be of importance to the farmer : =- “ “ The firſt , and
moſt obvious , is beauty of form, - - a principle which has been in

common applied to every ſpecies of domeltlic cattle ; and , with ,

great ſeeming propriety , was ſuppoſed to form the baſis of every
kind of Improvement 3; under an idea , that beauty of form and

utility were inſeparable . But at preſent , a diſtin &ion is made ,

by men who have been long converſant in prattice , between a
uſeful ſort and a ſort that is merely handſome . Utility of form
1s therefore the next general principle , and may be conſidered as

ariſing from a larger proportion of thoſe parts which are the moſt

uſeful : thus , for inſtance , all thoſe parts which are deemed 2//a/ , or
which bear an inferior price , ſhould be ſmall in proportion to
the better parts . A third principle of improvement , laid down by
breeders , conſiſts in - the fineneſs of the muſcular parts , or what is

termed fe/h . But the great objet which engrofles the attention of

breeders at preſent , is the fartening quality , or a natural propenſity
in cattle to arrive at a ſtate of tfatneſs at an early age , and in a

Hort ſpace of time : and it appears , from obſervation , that beauty
and utility of form , the quality of the fleſh , and its propenſity to

fatneſs , are principles conſiſtent with each other , are frequently
found united in the ſame individual , and hereditary in particular
lines or families of cattle . - - In regard to the means of improvement ,
it has long been an eſtabliſhed maxim , that ; to improve the breed ,
it 1s neceſſary to croſs it with others of an alien ſtock , under an

opinion , that , continuing to breed from the ſame line , weakens the

Rock . This idea , however rooted it may have been in the minds

of former praditioners , 18 now entirely ſet aſide by the modern

pradice of breeding , not from the ſame line only , but from the

ſame family : the ſire and the daughter , the ſon and the mother ,

tbe brother and fifter , are now permitted to improve their own

kind . This prattice is well known under the term of breeding ,

&* Tame Cows , in ſeaſon , are frequently turned out amongſt the Wild Cattle at

Chillingham , and admit the Bull , It is fomewbat extraordinary , that the calves

produced by this means are invarjably of the ſame colour with the wild breed , ( white ,
with red ea1s ) and retain a good deal of the flerceneſs of their ſire ,
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zn - and - in 3; and , in this way , the improvement of the ſeveral breeds
has advanced rapidly to a height unknown before in any age or
nation .

|The pratice of letting out bulls by the ſeaſon ha » contributed

very materially towards the improvement of this valuable breed ;
as , by this means , one bull , inſtead of being uſeful to his pro -
prietor only , may , in a few years , extend the benedßts of his ftock

through a whole diſftrit ; and ſo fully are the fſtock - maſters con -
vinced of its advantages , that eighty guineas have been given for
the uſe of a bull for one ſeaſon . Some balls are in ſuch eſfti -
mation , as to leap at the extraordinary price of five guineas 2
Cow : and 1t 13, perhaps , a circumſtance worth mentioning , that
Mr . Fowler , of Rollright , in Oxfordſhire , in 1789 , for ten bull
Ccalves , refuſed five hundred guineas . " *

Theſe ubſervations oi theingenious author on the cheviot ram , can -
not be otherwiſethan acceptable to the reader : = “ “ The beſt breeds of
theſe ſheep are to be found in the north - weſt parts of the county of
Northumberland , and on the range of hills adjoining them in
Scotland , and are maintained ( except when prevented by ſow )
ſolely from the natural produce of the grounds on which they
depaſture , which , in general , are very mountainous , and conſiſt of
ling , moſs , hather , deer - hair , and wire - bent , with a mixture of

green ſward . We can find no account from whence this valuable
breed originally ſprung , which , as mountain ſheep , are unrivalled ,
as well on account of their carcaſes and hardineſs , as from the
ſuperior value of their wool , which is in the highe & eſtimation for
cloathing , and ſells from 24 to 22d . per pound higher than the
beft in the diftri &t . The great demand that has been made for
this wool , added to the encouragement given by Sir John Sinclair ,
( who , for a few years , bought conſiderable numbers of theſe ſheep ,
which he took to the Highlands of Scotland , and now breeds them

upon the ſame kind of heathy mountains as the original Rock were
taken from ) cauſed an emulation amongſt the breeders , which has
been produdtive of conſiderable improvement in their ſtocks , both
in the wool and fore - quarter , in which they were generally de -
licient . But as improvements in ſtock can only be affected by low
gradations , and as this improved breed is but of a few years
ſtanding , it will probably be advantageous , not only to individuals
but to the public at large , to encourage exertions which , if for -
tunately ſucceſsfal , might place theſe ſheep upon a level with thoſe
Produced upon well cultivated grounds , which might be other -
wiſe more advantageouſly employed for the uſe of the public .<< ' Phus the dificulty of Producing an improved breed for heath
paſture has , in a great meaſure , been removed by the ſkill and

* This valuable Rock was ſold off in March , 1791 , at the following enormous
prices , VIZ.

Garrick , a five - year old bull , - 205 guineas ,
Sultan , two years old , = - - 210
Wathington , two years old , - - 205
Young Sultan , a yearling bull , 200
Two year ing bulls , - = » - 245
Brindied Beauty , a cow, - = 260
Waſhingron ' s mother in calf - 185
Some of the Rams ſold as high as 60
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attention of the Northumberland farmers , to whom we think the

community much indebted ; and we doubt not that , in the courſe ,

of a few years , this breed will become the parent ſtock of all the

ſheep bred for grazing on beathy , and what are called waſte ,

grounds . They thrive on the molt ſterile heaths , their wool is of

the moſt deſireable texture , they are eaſily fattened , and their

whole conformation is ſo properly ſuited to mountainous paſture ,

that we are ſuppriſed the breed has not already been more generally

diffuſed . "

We Mall bere likewiſe introduce ſome remarks on the Leiceſter -

ſhire improved breed ; : - - “ It ſeems to be generally agreed , that in

ſheep , as well as in all other animals , there 15 a certain ſymmetry

or proportion of parts , which 1s belt adapted to the ſize of each

Particular animal ; all thoſe of each kind that exzeed or fall ſhort

of this pitch , are more or leſs diſproportioned , according to the

ſize they attain ; and in the degree they are advanced beyond this

line of perfe &ion , we find them leſs ative , weaker , and always

leſs able to endure hardfhip . Thus , by ſeleding the handſomeſt

and beſt proportioned of their kinds , the judicious breeder has

gradually arrived at a degree of perfe &t . on in improving this

animal , unknown at any former period .
<< " Phe ſuperior qualities of the Leiceſterſhire breed are , that they

w1ll feed quickly fat at almoſt any age , even on indifferent paſ -

tures , and carry the greateſt quantity of mutton upon the ſmalleſt
bone . Their carcaſes are round , have remarkably broad backs ,

and [ hort legs ; and to ſhew the immenſe weight to which they may

be fed , we give the meaſurement of a ram of Mr . Bakewell ' s men -

tioned by Young in bis “ Eaſtern Tour : ' =- at three years old , his

girt was five feet ten inches ; height two feet five inches ; breadth

over his ſhoulders , one foot eleven inches and an half ; breadth over

his ribs , one foot ten inches and an half ; breadth over his hips ,

one foot nine inches and an half .

<< The great importance of this breed of Sheep will beſtbe fhewn ,

by ftating the following fa &s reſpetting the modern pradtice of

letting out rams for hire by the ſeaſon ; which from very ſmall

bezinnings , has already rifſen to an aſtoniſhing height ; and 15

likely , for ſome time , to prove a copious ſource of wealth to the

couniry at large . About forty years ag0 » Mr . Bakewell let out

rams at ſixteen and ſeventeen ſhillings a - piece 3; and from that time ,

the prices kept gradually riſing from one guinea to ten . But the

moſt rapid increaſe has taken place ſince the year 1780 . Four

hpndred guineas have been repeatedly given . Mr . Bakewell , in the

year 1789 , made twelve hundred guineas by three rams ; two

thouſand of ſeven ; and , of his whole ſtock , three thouſand guineas .

Afßoniſhing as this may appear , it 1S nevertheleſs an undoubted fat .

Butit ought to be obſerved , that theſe great prices are not given

by graziers , for the purpoſe of improving their grazing ſtock ;

but by principal breeders , in order to procure a ſtock of rams of

the improved breed , which they let out again to breeders of an

inferior laſs . The prices given by graziers , for the ſole purpoſe

of getting grazing ſtock , ſeldom exceed ten guineas , which 1s

conſidered as an extraordinary price , five or fx guineas being moſt

frequently given . "
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Peniſtone Agricultural Meeting - - Yorkſhire .

HE autumnal meeting of the Wortley Farmers Club was held at

Peniſtone , on Friday the 19th of Ottober , when the following

premiums were adjudged : To

Mr . Thos . Eyre , ſenior , Woodlands , for the beſt Peniſtone L55
wether off the moſs , - - - - < Di4 :

Mr . Ronkſley , Hollow Meadows , the beſt fat Peniſtone

wether , 2 2 - - M S EEN

Mr . Thomas Eyre , junior , Flaſhouſe , do . do . ewe , L5 L

Mr . Berks , Water Hall , do . do . polied wether , - LIHL

Mr . Thomas Parkin , Wortley , do . do . gelt ewe , 2 D1280

Mr . George Chapman , Peniſtone , do . do . polled ewe , hav -

ing ſuckled a lamb , - - - -

Mr . Ronkfſley , the beſt Peniſtone ram , 5 2

I. A. S. Wortley , Eſg . the beſt polled ſhearling ram ; =

Mr . Hargreave , Gunthwaite , do . do . aged , - 8

Mr . Ellis , Midhop , the beſt tup lamb , Peniſtone , <

Mr . Hague , Blackmoor , the beſt do . do . polled , -

Mr . Woodcock , Weortley Forge , the beſt milch cow long

horned , 5 - - - - - 1

Mr . James Eyre , Thurlſtone , do . do . ſhort horned , 5 1

Mr . Berks , the - beſt fat cow , S E vd n

Mr . James Eyre , the beſt fat pig , - 2 1
1
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Mr . Thorpe , Banks , the beſt ſample of wheat , 2%

I . A. S. ' Wortley , Elq . do . do . oats , ( potatoe ) 8

Mr . Kelly , Wortley , junior , do . do . barley , S

An additional premium , offered art this meeting , for the beſt

Peniſtone ewe , having ſuckled a Jamb , was adjudged to

Mr . Hagve , | < S u IL

To James Hague , ſhepherd to Mr . Hague , of Blackmoor ,

having raiſed 61 lambs from a flock of 67 Peniſtone

rmuxnmnAhzn
ewes , 2 - - - - 32

To John Simpſon , ſhepherd to Mr . Thorpe , Banks , hav ing
raiſed 131 lambs from a fock - of 110 polled ewes , Z en
“ The meeting was moſt reſpettably attended , and ſeveral new mem -

bers were elected . The ſhew , particularly of ſheep and pigs , gave
univerſal ſatisfaction .

From a laudable deſire of promoting the objetts of the Society ,

Joſias Verelſt , Eſq . and Mr . Foſter , of High Green , though rendered

incapable of obtaining any premium , by the regulations of the Club ,

gratiied the company by exhibiting ſome very capital ſtock . It is

but juſtice to Mr . Foſter - to add , that he 1s indeſfatigable in ad -

vancing the intereſts of the Wortley club , notwithſtanding a reſtriction

impoſed upon him by the original regulations , by which , from the

acknowledged ſuperiority of his ſheep ſlock , he 15 not to enter the

Liſt for two years from the date of the inſtitution ,
Bbb
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The annual meeting of the Hereford Agricuitural Society , held on
Friday laſt , in that city, Was uncommonly numerous and reſpedttable ,
and the fhew of cattle and ſheep , by far the fineſt that has yet been
exhibited , The premiums were adjudged as follows : for rhe beſt
heifers , 02 Walwyn , Eſq . of Hellens , and T . A. Knight , Eſq .
of Dow nton ; for the beſt pen of fheep , to Mr . Moſes Edwards ; and
for the beſt variety ar AN , to T. A. Knight , Eſq . who generouſly
declined receiving it ; for planting 5 the greateſt quantity of "quick, to
J . H. Apperly , E ſq .

'
The premiums for long fervitude were awarded

to Jeremiah Bagley , of Allanſmoor , and Thomas Euſtace , of Preſton -

upon - Wye .
The three ploughing matches ordered by the Perth and Forfar -

Hire Agricultural Society , will take place as follews : The firft on
Mr . Kinnear ' s farm of Inchmartin , on the 12th ; the ſecond on the
farm of Mr . George Richmond , pariſh of Monedie , the agth ; and
the third on Capt . Laird ' s eſtate of Strathmartin , on the z26th of
November . To commence at nine 0 ? clock forenoon . Ifthe weather
Mall be 10 uniavourable on any of theſe days as to prevent the
match proceeding , it will take place on the day following . Premi -
ums will be given to the beſt plougkhkmen ; and being the firſt plough -
ing inatches in this part of the country , many competitors will ſtart ,
and a diſplay of great ſkill and dexterity is expected .

Newark Agricultural Society ,
A meeting of this Society was held on Tueſday the r6th day of

20
Daihe when the premiums for ploughing , were adjudged as fol -

OWS : i - -
To John Noon, - ſerving man , to Mr , Richard Milward , . , s. d.

of Hexgreave Park = 3130 :
" To Robert Pritchter , ſerving man to Mr. Henry Hug-

gins , of South Muſkham 2 2 02
To John Dawn ; ſerving 905

to Mr. John Milward, vf

HNockerton S 17 . 6

( 60€ after mentioned 205
5
are propoſed for he enſuing year ,

erlſons reſiding in the county of Nottingham , or in the diſtrict 25
miles round Hew vard, VIZ .
For the beſt ſhort horned bull , not more than two years

and ſix months old when ſhown . The owner to
ENSAEEto keep him in public uſe one year 32 12 0

In caſe the beſt bull ſhown ſhould happen ib be Jen El ,
in the opinion of the judges , not ſfufficiently good for
a ſpecial recommendation to the public , as likely to

bring the breed to perfection - - - 2,403 ) /9

For the beſt 1long woolled
08 hog - - = SS ,

For the next beſt - - - 38 . 810
Carcaſe both conſidered ,
Por the beſt fine woolled tup hog , wool and carcaſe taken

together - - 3 . 3 0

No perſon to be excluded from beingacandidate for 4heſe
premiums provided he engages to let the tup produced
to any reſponſible perſon for 1he ſum of ten guineas .

For the beſt iour ewe hogs , wool and Carcaſe conſidered 5 5 9
For the four next beſt y - 2 8“ 18. . -. 00

For the beſt boar S - = 2 2 . 2 . 02
For the next beſt E ie & 7 oI

The different cattle , ſhee &c . to be the property of the reſpec -
tive claimants , and ta be E00 at the next ſummer meeting , which

wil be held at the Saracen ' s Head , Southwell , on the firſt Tueſda
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in July , 1805 : Liberty will b2 allowed for the fleeces to be taken

off at any time after June , on Condition of their being produced at

meeting , with a certificate ſigned by two reſpettable neighbours ,

ſetting forth the weight of the fleece , as we! i as the day of clipping .
T9 BE JUDGES OF THE BULLS AND BOARS .

William Sherbrook , Eſqg . John Breitle , Elg . and Mr . Richard

Welby .
Te BE JUDGES OF THE SHEEP ,

Mr . Richard Milward , Mr . Edward Joges , and Mr . Gilbert

Maltby .
SECOND CLASS -

To the perſons who ſhall plough in the beſt manner , with

two hori2s abreaſt , half an acre of loamy ley - land for

wheat ſeed - N 2 Ä D

To the beit ploughman Z < . „NEUENREU
To the ſecond beſt 2 8 s js 2... 21 . 6

To the third beſt 3 E 8 6 IEE NT

To the beſt „ loughboy under eighteen years of age - TUNING

To the ſecond beit 2 Z < 3 2600478

/To the third beſt 5 I 0109 6

The work to be undertaken on the day of the next Ottober meet »

ing , and to be completed within four hours and a halt trom ſtarting ,
or in ſuch further time 35 the judge may think proper to, allow , ac -

cording , to the condition of the ground , or in Cate 0f accident . The

boys to produce a certificate of their age ,
Candidates for any other of the above premiums are required ta

give notice to the Secretary at leaſt ſeven days before each meeting ;
and it is to be underſtood that if the ſtock produced , or the under

taking does not appear in the opinion of the reſpective judges to be

worthy of a prize , the premium will be withheld .
G. H. BARROW , Sec .

Southwell , O&. 20 , 1804 .

York Agricultural Society .

At the half yearly meeting of the York Society , held at the

Robinhood Inn , Caſtlegate , on Monday , Auguſt 13, Sir Wm . Mil .

ner , Bart . in the chair ; Mtr . George Addinell , of Tadcaſter ; Mr .

George Hardwick , of Burton - houſe ; and Mr . Hodgſon , of Haxby ,

were appointed judges of flock , who gave in their deciſion as fol

10ws , viz .
To W. B. Lund , for the beſt three years old heifer - 32 . 0

To Mr . Keitlewell , for the ſecond beſt 2 - 2 . 2 . 5

To Mr . R. Treffett , for the beſt two years old heifer 2,0 ZD

To Mr . Eqward Carter , for the ſecond beſt - - 2 122000

To Mr . James Ward , for the beſt ſhearing tup , No . 2 5,502
To Mr . James Ward , for the ſecond bett ſhearling tup ,

INO -2 = S - - - 2 . 4870
To Mr . James Ward , for the beſt two ſhear tup , No . 1 A 40

To Mr . R. Treftit , for the ſecond beſt two ſhear tup ,
No . 7. - - - - - 21/3 . . 0

To Mr . Robert Wiley , for the beſt ten ſhearing gimmers 3 3 9

' To John Kilby , Eſg . for the beſt boar - 2 ZOE

To John Birbeck , tor the ſecond ditte - |: 71600Wl
The premium of ten guineas was voted to MY. George Addinell

of Tadcalſter , for his Moor farm ( which he holds . of the Earl of

Eoremonr ) - being in the beſt ſtate of cultivation , and on which the

beit courſe of cropping , together with the beſt manner of converting
the ſtraw into manure is prattiled , together with neatnels of fences ,

ditches , &c .

Bbb2
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Two guineas were alſo voted to Mr . Wm . Judſon , for 2 quicking
Take , which he exhibited .

HAIRS .

So many ſheep were never known at St . Simon and Jude fair , as
were expoſed for ſale here . The quantity of neat cattle was pretty
conſiderable too : Both went off readily . The ſhew of horſes was
Imall , as uſual , and commanded good prices . 8

At Horncaſtle Odober fair there was a ' reraarkable fine ſhew of
borſes : Prime cattle had a very briſk ſale , and fetched high prices ;
but indifferent horſes hung on hand . There was the largeſt ſhew of
beaſts and ſheep on the fair morning ever remembered , both of which
were very heavy of ſale .

At Newark AI1 Sainis fair , there was a very large ſhew of ſtock
of every deſcription . Good horſes met with a ready ſale . Horned
Cattle ſold at reduced prices .

7

At Leiceſter fair there was a conſiderable ſhow of ſheep and neat
Cattle . Stock of every kind , good and uſeful , was ready ſale , and
higher than expected . There was a larger quantity of cheeſe than
has been known for ſome years/ ; =- price from 3838 to 635 .

At Hereford fair , the ſhew of cattle was one of the largeſt ever
witneſſed , and the number of prime beaſts of the true Heretord
breed , was very great , and generally ſpeaking , they averaged from
64 . to 7d . per 1b. The horſe fair exhibited but a ſmall number 6f
animals , and thoſe of a very inferior ſort , good horſes met with a
quick ſale , and fetched high prices . Butter , of which there was a
large quantity , brought irom 105 . to 125 . per ſtone of 121b . Cheeſe
averaged the two - meal , from 565 . to 685 . and beſt making from 605 .
to 705 . per cwt . Upwards of 1100 pockets of hops were weighed
at the market ſcales , the prices were from 31. 105 . to 41, and on Mon -
f0me ſold as high as 41. 4: 2,

There was very little variation either in the price or ſhew of cattle ,
ſheep , &c . at Worceſter fair on Monday laſt , from that of the pre -
ceding one , There was but an indifferent ſupply of horſes , which
were principally of the draught kind .

At Saliſbury Michaelmas fair , on Tueſday , a very large quantity
of checſe was pitched and met a briſk ſale ; old cheeſe from 705 . to
to 765 . per cwt . ; beſt ditto 885 . good new from 528 . to 565 . inferior as
1ow as 30s . The average price of good potatoes , 65. 6d . per ſack .
Onions were in great plenty , and ſold remarkably cheap . ,

Wincheſter Michaelmas fair was held on Wedneſday . The ſhewof
TIheep was not ſo great as on former occaſions , and the ground was
100n cleared at very high prices . Bacon was alſo very dear . Cheeſe
ſeemed to be the only article which did not advance in price ; though
the quantity brought was by no means large , yetthe dealers were not
eager to purchatſe ; the prices in general were 31. to 31. 3s . but ſome
remaining unſold , the prices lowered the next morning . The horſes
were mottly of the cart Kind , and thoſe that were good very dear .
The uſual attendants at fairs were not idle ; ſeveral perſons loſt their
Purſes , &c .

At Stow fair on - Wedneſday ſe ' nnight , there was a very large ſup -
ply of cheeſe ; and beſt making averaged about 31. per cwt . There
was a fine ſhew of both horſes and ſheep ; the latter rather advanced
in price .

At Bridgnorth fair on Monday and Tueſday laſt , fat beaſts ſold from
6d . to 63d . per pound , finking the offal . Sheep at about the ſame
prices . Good nag horſes ſold at high prices ; but ( trong wag -
gon colts and waggon hörfes met with very dull ſale . Salt butter
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per gawn of 121bs . ſold from 115 . 64 . to 128 . New meal cheeſe from

505 . to 765 . per cwt . of 12olbs . ; fine void ditto at 41. 108 . A ſhort

ſupply of both cheeſe and butter . New hops ſold irom 705 . to 885 .

per cwt . Many of the light fingered gentlemen attended the fair ,

and met with ſome ſucceſs ; though one was unfortunate enough to

be detedted in picking the pocket of Mr . Edward Giles , of Tedſtall ,

near Bridgnorth , of his pocket book , containing bills 10. a cConſidera -

ble amount , and is ſafely lodged in the priſon ot that town .

riday laſt was , like all our other fairs" DHE fair at“ Trevena , on FE

have Tately been , very dull .

The Fr pitched market at Marſfbfield , on Tueiday , was very
weil attended . " Pherewas - a great demand tor barley , and the wheat

nearly all ſold . AIl the ordinaries were completely filied ; and a very

large company of gentlemen , farmers , and dealers partook of the

good old Engliſh fare in an excellent room at the King ' s Arms , who

were unaninmaouſßy of opinion that in a ſhort time Marſhfield , from its

central and convenient ſituation , would become the largeſt and moſt

complete corn market in this part of the - counitry .

At Hexham fair , on Thurſday laſt , there were many lean beaſts ,
but little demand ; few fat and high priced ; fat ſwine were high ,
but nambers ot lean , and pigs were never aſked after .

Ayr , Ot . 18 . - - At the Michaelmas fair , this week , there was rather

a ſcanty ſupply of cloth , but a number of purchaſers . Prices from

a penny to twopence per yard dearer , and not enough of cloth to an -

iwer the demand . There was alſo a great number ot horſes ; good
ones brought high prices .

At Morpeth Martinmas fair on Wedneſday laſt , there was a full

market of cattle , ſheep and lambs , but not many fat . Sale dull ,
and many left unſold , Beef 638. to 75. Mutton 55. to 68. gd . per
ſtone , ſinking offals . Wheat 608 . to 708 . per quarter . Rye 445 . to

4635. Barley 345 . to 348 . 84 . Oats 218 . 4d . to 285 . Peaſe 445 .
On the 2d inſtant , the fair of Tyvemouth and North Shields was

well attended . At eleven o ' clock the Duke of Northuimberland ! s

bailiff , accompanied by a vaſt concourſe of neighbouring gentlemen
and farmers , attended by the Dutcheſs ' s bag - piper , in proper uni -

form , proclaimed the fair in the uſual way . The ſhow of fat cattle

was ſmall , but being in high condition , they ſold well . Milch cows
and ſwine were high , the latter unexpedttedly ſo . Good horſes went
off well , but inferior were unſaleable . The hiring of ſervants , both

at Tynemouth and . North Shields , was great , few going away un -

eugaged .
On Wedneſday laſt , at Inchture corn market , wheat ſold at 368 .

10 378 . Barley ; 125S- to 278 - 164 . IBhere were Meepiatihemarket ,
but few buyers . A ready ſale for oats , barley and wheat .

Tueſday there were 320 bolls of oatmeal in Edinburgh market ,
which ſold from 195 . to 208 . per boll . Retail prices per peck of
beſt oatmeal , 15. 3d . ſecond 15. 23d . There were alſo 60 bolls of

peaſe and barley meal , which ſold from 125 . 9d . to 155 . per boll .
Retail prices per peck , 11d . to 18.

At Newcaſtle fair on Monday laſt , there was a good ſhow of horſes
the prime of which ſold for uncommonly great prices , and the mar-
Ket in general may be eſtimated as dear . Fat cattle were rather low ;

Jean cattle and kyloes , high . Pigs very numero1s and cheap . Calf
18i1ns from : 25. . 8d. t01285 10d . JBACES: om » 25 . 4t0 ' 25 . 1934, Hides
from 285. to 25. 1d. per pound .

At Longframlington fair , on the 25th there was a great ſhew of ſheep
and black cattle , which ſold very quickly at advanced prices ; alſo
a great number of young ſwine , which ſold well . Good horſes ſold
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well , the meaner ſorts were low . Servants , „not being many , gotgood wages .
At Whitehaven , on Thurſday ſe ' nnight , a potatoe ſtalk was plucked ,to which were found attached zinety - rhree potatoes . The Goriginal wasraiſed from the crabs of rednoſed kidneys in 1799 . The bed from

which this was taken had been planted only eight weeks .
At Lenton fair , there was a conſiderable number of neat cattle ex -

poſed for ſale , which in general commanded good prices , and wentoff readily .
Carmarthen fair exhibited a good ſmew of cattle and horfes , manyof the former were ſold . but at low Prices , and all the good horſes

fold high . The pig fair was more numeroufly ſupplied with thoſe
uſeful animals than is within our recollection , nor was there ever abetter ſhew of prime pigs , the ſale however was extremely dull .

New Radnor fair , exhibited a very large ſhew of cattle , chieflyſtores , which rather advanced in price . But ſheep experienced a con -
liderable reduction .

At Sherborn fair , on Monday , there was a large fhew of beafts ,and a greater number of ſheep than has been known for many years ,The ſale of bullocks was dull , and many were driven home unfold ;Mheep ſold briſkly , and prime lots fetched good prices . There werefew horſes that were vod , and the ſale heavy .
At Roſs fair , on Thurſday , there was but an indifferent ſhew of

either cattle , horſes , or ſheep ; and but few buyers attending , the
fale of each was extremely dull . But cheeſe ſold from 665 . to 725 .and ſecond from 565 . to 605 . per cwt . Welſh butter LI3S. per ffone .

At Cheſter fair , on Wedneſday , there was a very poor ſhew of
horſes , which ſold remarkably dear ; fuch a large ſhew of horned
Cattle , particularly lean ſtock , was never witnefled , and they were
never Known ſo cheap ; ſwine were alfo low ; the quantity of Iriſh
linen was great , in the price of which there was no variation , exceptin coarſe goods , which were unuſually fcarce and dear : of Man -
cheiter and Scotch goods there was a ſuperabundance and remarkably
Cheap ; hops ſold ſrom 41. to 41. 108 . Per ewt .

Weyhill fair was as uſual moſt numerouſly attended , Cattle and
all ſorts of horſes ſold well . Cheeſe fetched nearly as follows : half
Coward from 385 . to 4583. per cwt . ramell , or coward milk from CASto 578 . per cwt . A few prime lots ſold the firft day at from 605 .
to 638 . per cwt . Old cheeſe from 808 . to 848 . per cwt . Many lots
of new cheeſe went away unſold .

An unuſvally large number of cattle and horſes were brought to
Swanſea fair , the ſale of which was extremely heavy , and little bu -
fſineſs was done . Wool was alfo in plenty , and the whole was bought
up at rather advanced prices . Lambs wool 13d . and 100g ditto 12d .

per Ib .
At Hay fair , cheeſe and butter were lower than laſt year .
Llanelly fair on Monday , was more fully füpplied with cattle than

has been remembered this twenty years paſt . The prices were 10w ,
ſale dull , and above 300 head were drove off Abergevilly early in the
day . Lean beaſts fetched a better price in Proportion to fat . Few
ſheep were expoſed for ſale , and choſe of ſmall and inferior kind , veryfew exceeded the price of 108 . per head . “ The horſes were chiefly ot
the interior ſort , tor which few purchaſers were found . Pigs were
in abundance ; thoſe fit for laughter were ſold as low as two - pence
halfpenny , and threepence per pound , and great numbers were driven
away unſold .

At Brecon leather fair , there was a brifk demand for leather , and
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prices rather advanced . Backs brought 25. per pound , crop hides

28. 1d , and Buffaloes 18. 8d . to 15. 9d .
At Appleſhaw fair , this week , the ſupply of Dorſet and Somerſet

ewes was under the quantity of former years . There was about 4000

Dorſet , and 6000 of the - Somerſet breed . Forward ewes fetched on

Friday nearly as high prices as at Wincheſter Michaelmas fair , hut

they declined toward the evening , and many remained unſold . - - Wilt -

mire , Hampſhire , and South Down Iheep were ſold on Saturday morn -

ing at leſs prices than they have fetched in general at the laſt weſt

Country fairs , and the ſale heavy . On Friday prime forward ewes
fetched 588 . per head ; middle ditto 405 . and fome went as low as

285 . On Saturday , South Devon ewes 4093. horn ewes 305 . and lambs

from 145 . to 225 . Whether the late cautions againſt pickpockets had

driven the thieves away , or they had better game in view we know

not ; but they did not make their appearance .
At Bury butter and cheeſe fair , there was a ſupply more than equal

to what has been for ſeveral years . On the firſt and ſecond day , prime
firkins produced 565 . and ſome few to private families obtained 575 .
and even higher . On the laſt day the ſellers could not find buyers
ſufficient at 548 , the ſales being very dull and full . Three hundred

firkins were taken back unſold . Common houſehold cheeſe was dull
of ſale at any priee . There were but very few horſes , and but little
ſtock of any kind in the fair , and being moſtly of the ordinary ſort ,
ſold heavily .

At Ipſwich cheeſe and butter fair , laſt week , the average price of
Jdairies was 565 . per firkin , and Suffolk cheeſe from 485 . t0 508 . per
wey .

Ballinaſioe fair , Ireland . * The clerk of the fair ' s return of ſheep
at the late ſales , was as follows ,;

Sold 78,728
UNfold 55501

Total in the Park 84,229
The horned cattle amounted to 21,614 , which were all diſpoſed of

in One day .
There are a few peculiar circumſtances uſually attendant on this

sreat cattle mart of Ballinaſloe , not generally known . The various
flocks of ſheep thus exhibited in Lord Clancarty ' s park , are very
Kilfually kept in their almoſt numberleſs detachments , by the adroit -
neſs of the ſeveral claſſes of ſhepherds with ſticks , and without the
uſe of a ſingle dog . All women , ot whatever rank , are proſcribed
admiſſion in either fair of ſheep or cattle , on account of a diſaſtrous

occurrence many years paſt ( both kinds ot ſtock being then exhibited

togetherinthe park ) from the appearance of ſome red c/oaRks , at whichthe
bullocks became ſo indignant , as it were by mutual antipathy , that

they broke down a great leugth of the park ſtone wall , and extending
their front in this wild career , carried away other fences before them ,
to the great damage of the country for miles , and very conſiderable
Joſstothe proprietors ofcattle . The focksz of ſheep alfo formed ez maſz ,
and followed their horned leaders , From that period , if an unfortu -
tunate female ſtray into the park , a cry ( we believe unknown in

Arcadia / ot w- - re ! W- - re ! reſounds from every quarter , until tbe
fair offender fies the field . ;

The ſhepherds and attendants , ranged round the various flocks on
this occaſion , generally amount to from 12 to 1590 men . Nothing
can exceed the regularity of their condudt during the butineſs of the

fair ; but that being over , they ſeem to claim , as by preſcription , an

inſpiring libation of their favourite 2zuh//tey , and its indiſpenſable
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conſequence , a row ! with theſe genial rites , the laſt fair was thus

duly cloſed . The ſhepherds , who alſembled at the ſeveral public
houſes through the Fair - ( treet,fin proportion as they became 2wh: /gied ,

began brandiſhing their ſticks , impatient for the ſignal of affray :
about five o ' clock , one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed of this tribe of Par

ſallied forth into the middle of 1he ſtreet , and exclaimed aloud ,

+«« Blood and tunder , who dare ſnaze 2? [ SNEEZE . ) A knight of the

Triſh fleece , no leis valorous , inſtantly threw himſelf in the front of

the challenger , and as loudiy replied , “1 am 1he lad to ſnaze in your

teeth ! Upon this , the ſtreet was filled with uplifted tticks , and : at

zt hey ſet , regardjeſs of whom they ( truck , or by whom they were

[ mitten ; till having a good belly full of their favourite row , they left

off by a kind of general conſent , and retired to their reſpective liquor

houſes , to heal their wounds with never failing whiſkey . Fortu -

nately , no accident occurred beyond the cuſtomary returns of broken

heads , and bloody voſes !

At Bal - Bourne fair , there was a very large ſhew of ſheep and lambs ,

which were bought upquickly , and ſold at high prices . Kwes , eſpe -

cially , were in great requelt .
An unuſual number of Welch runts were expoſed to ſale at Steyn -

ing fair , as well as a great ew of ( tore hogs , and a great deal of buſi -

neſs was done , though the weather was extremely unpropitious and

unfavourable , the rain falling in torrents the whole day .

AtRowlands Caſtle fair , the ſhew of cart horſes and nags was COn-

fiderable , but high prices were aiked . Beaſts were dull of ſale , and

Pigs were very heavy on the ſellers hands . For wheat , 100 or 1108 .

per quarter were aſked . Barley coming in ſcantily , ſells at a very

high price . " Oats are likewiſe advanced . In peaſe and beans not

much is done . The market , the laſt , day , was dull for every ſort of

grain , with little variation in price . The ſupply was extremely

hort .
At Chelmsford fair , there was but an indifferent ſhew of cattle and

Mieep ; , Yet ; notwithſtanding the ſmallneſs of the number , they were

lieavy of ſale . A large quantity of horſes , among which were many

good ones , moſtly of the cart Kind , were exhibited , for which high

prices were demanded , but by far the greater part remained unſold .

At St . Faith ' s fair , there was a very large ſupply - of cheeſe and

buiter , which ſold heavily at the following prices . One meal cheeſe

to houſekeepers ſold from 71. to 71. 105 . and butter from 568 . to 6058.
But . 61: 105 . t0 61 . 155 . were the . more general , prices given by the

trade for cheeſe , and 545 - to 568 . for Putter , though on the ſecond

day ſome was ſold for leſs .

MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE .

A rabbit was caught in the Duke of Ancaſter ' s park laſt week ,

that bad a tooth in its upper jaw füll an inch and a half lod3 . .

Remaikakle eircumſtance . = - We are aſſured there 18, at the preſent

advanced ſtate of the year , near the nurſery of Mr . Haynes , at Oun -

die , a crows neſt with eggs or young birds in it .

It has been a remarkably fine fowing time , and moſt of the wheat 15

what is up looks very promiling . The turnips
got in the ground : and will produce much more
have come on Very rapidly with the rain ,

keep than wasat firſt expeted . Fromthe corn that has been threſhed ,

we may calculate pretty certainly on the quantity produced . Wheat

is in many places much injured by mildew , and will produce leſs than

the mildewed wheat of laſt year ; and in the whole a very conſiderable

deficiency will be found . Barley is of good quality , but ſhort in

quantity ; owinz both to the litrle land ſowed , and the little yield
s
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per acre . Oats will be found an average crop . - - Wheat averaged at

Mark - lane , on the 6th inſtant , 718 . 164 . - - and on the t1z3th , 745 . 5d .
“ The preſent average ofall England is , wheat , 678 . 2d . rye , 398 . 4d .
barley , 345 . 9d . and oats , 253 . 2d .

Clover , when in full bloom , promiſed an amazing crop ; the reſult
will be , that much will not pay for threſhing out the ſeed ; the qua «
lity will be good . In Whitechapel market hay fetches from 31. ta
3177058 . Clover ; 41 . 10 51. 105 : and ſaw , 11 . 205 . tO 11. 185 .

In the grounds at Mirehouſe , near Keſwick , belonging to J . Sped «
ding , Eſq . there was lately dug up a ſingle root , to which eight po -
tatves were attached . Six of theſe weiglied fourteen pounds .

Tar PoTATOE . - - This moſt excellent and wholeſome root is very
rarely cooked in the manner it merits , and whereby it may be made
into food ar leaſt as nutritious as in any ſpecies of our diet . Here
follows the true Lancaſhire receipt . - -

Sort out your potatoes as to fize , ſcrape off the rind , put them in
an iron pot ( if caſt - iron the better ) ſimmer them until tliey begin to
Crack , and a fork will pierce them eaſily ; after this , pour off all the

water , put away the lid of the iron pot , ſprinkle over them ſome

ſalt , and ſhake up well ; after this , place the pot at the edge of the
fire , and there letit remain for an hour or more ; in this time , all the
Moiſture of the potatoe will gradually exhale in ſteam , and you will
find them ( be the ſort or growth what it may ) white and flakey
as ſnow , and in ſuch a ſtate of eating as thoſe only can judge who
have tried them . Takethem out with a ſpoon or ladle .

Potatoes a le Maitre d* Hotel . - - After your potatoes are put into the
diſh for the table , pour on them ſome melted butter , into which a
few ( unboiled ) parſley leaves are finely chopped . - - An 7ron pot is

indiſpenſable .
Brand , or ſmut in Wwheat . = - We have the authority of a moſt re -

ſpeCable and judicious farmer to ſay , that if wheat is dreſſed in the

following manner , it will not be infected with brand or ſmut , on any
land , or in any ſeaſon .

There is nowin the poſſeſſion of Mr . J . Martin , of Boſham , the

largeſt apple that was ever Known to have grown in this part of the

Country ; it is more than fonr inches high , and fourteen inches in cir -
Cumference .

Smearing of ſheep . - - Immediately after the ſheep are ſhorn , ſoke
the roots of the wool that remain all over with oil or butter and brim -

ſtone , and three or four days afterwards waſh them with ſalt and waterz
the wool of next ſeaſon will not only be much finer and ſofter , but
the quantity will be in greater abundance . The ſheep will not be
troubled with the ſcab or vermin that year . Tar water 1s a ſafe re -
medy againſt maggots .

In the ſtorm on Wedneſday ſe ' nnight , three bullocks were killed

by lightning , inthe pariſh of Temple , near Bodmin , Cornwall . The
flaſh hirft ſtruck a tree , which ſtood on a hedge , and ſMivered it from
the top to the bottom , dividing the hedge into two parts , made a deep
furrow in the field of ſeveral yards , to the place where the bullocks
ſtood , and killed them upon the ſpot , without leaving the ſlightelt ap -
Pearance ofa wound .

Strawberries were gathered laſt week ripe ; and a medlar tree is now

bearing a great quantity of fruit from a ſecond bloſſom , blowing while
the fruit of the firſt bloſſom 1s on the tree , in the garden of R. W.

Miſling , Eſg . of Poſbrook cottage , Titchfield , Hants .

Many flights of wild fowl have already made their appearance in
ohr levels , which 15 conſidered as indicative of a hard winter , The
fowlers have been ſucceſsful in their purſyit of them , in their brooks
about Barcomb .

EF €*e
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In the orchard of Mr . Benjamin Morgan , of Gedding , SuffoIk ,
j

there is a very large apple - tree , called the Old Pearmain , which has

been for three weeks in full bloom , although the fruit growing on the

ſametree is now in the utmoſt perfection .
Laſt Tueſday a carter in the ſervice of Mr . Biſhop , of Weſburton ,

in this county , in jumping from the ſhafts of his waggon , whilſt in

motion , fell under the wheels , which paſſed over one of his legs , and

extraordinary as it may appear , without breaking it , or materially

bruiſing the fleſh . " Tis aſtoniſhing that the frequency ot ſuch acci -

dents , which often prove fatal , does not deter carfers , from fimilar

prattices .
There having been complaints made to the magiſtrates of no leſs

than three ſimilar accidents havibg occurred in this town within the

Jaſt three months , and of other groſs miſcondu & of drivers ; orders

have been iſſued to the officers to give a ſtrict look out , and to lay

information againſt every driver who ſhall ride on his carriage , or be

in ſuch a Gtuation tbat he cannot have the direCtion of it : or ſhall by

miſbehaviour ' hinder the free paſſage of his majeſty " s ſubje &s ; or

being empty , ſhall negledt to turn aſide for any chaife , or - toaded Wwag-

gon ; or ſhall drive any chaiſe let for hire , or waggon or Cart not hav -

ing the owner ' s chriſtian and ſurname , and place of abode printed

1thereon in large legible letters ; or leaving his carriage in the high -

way ; and alſo againſt the owners of ſuch carriages , who are fuübject

by the highway lawsto a very ſevere penalty forthe ſame .

At Whitehaven , on Thurſday ſe ' nnight , a potatoe ftalk was pluck -

ed to which were found attached niaety - three potatoes . The original
was raiſed from the crabs of red noſed kidneys in 1799 . The bed from

which this was taken had been planted only eight weeks .

A potatoe, . meaſuring two feet four inches and a half round , is ' now

in the poſſeſlion of Mr . John Hope , near Hodnet , inthis county , Pro«
duced from the ſprout ot a common potatoe ſet laſt ſpring . :

In a gärden in the Mill - hill of Mulſſeiburgh , belonging to Mr - Ro -

Hert Möor , vintner , there is an apple tree with three different crops

of fruits this ſeaſon - - one fully ripe , the ſecond as large as watnuts ,
and the third in bloflom .

Doubts have been entertained , whether the new Corn Bill , which

takes place on the 15th ef Noyember next , would operate on the

average prices of the ſix weeks preceding that period , or of the ſame

zerm preceding the 16th ef February , in the twelye maritime diftriets ,

by which the duty on importation is to be regulated . We under

ſand , that the average of the former period will regulate its opE -

Tat1on .
Lord Sheffield , as Preſident of the Board of Agriculture , is endea -

vouring , by circular letters through the ſeveral counties , to obtain a

Correät return of the wheat crops , that the Board , if called upon ,

may make an accurate report to Parliamentin the enſuing ſeſſions .

Ä few days ago , two gentlemen , in the neighbourhood ot Lam -

plugh , killed ſeven woodcocks ; and the ſucceeding day , one ot the

gentlemen killed five .

Thurſday laſt two potatoes were dug up , in a garden belonging

to Mr . Walmeſley , of Penrith , which together weighed five pounds .

We have the ſatisfaction to ſay , that a fleet with Catgoes of fine

Dantzic wheat , amounting to between 60 and 70,900 quarters , are

ſafely arrived in the river Fhames . i

A heavy rain , which fell yeſterday ſe ?nnight , has waſhed down a

great quantity of gravel , ſtones , &C. , from the ſide of Skiddaw , fo as

DD incommode the road in ſome parts between Keſwick and Ouſe -

bridge , and ſome loſs , it is ſaid , has been ſuſtained by it amongſt the

potatoes , At Carliſle , laſt Tueſday mornipg , the rivers Caldew and
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Eden overflowed ſo much as to deluge the 4 Iolmes and Swifts ; from

ehe former of which ſome cattle and ' ( heep were mt .

There were taken from one potatoe ſIhaw laſt week , at Dalhouſie ,
the property of Mr . Gray , farmer , thirty - eight potatoes , one of

which weighed two pounds and a half ,
On Friday , there was cut , in the garden of Barochan , in the

county of Renfrew , a Savoy ſtock , containing twenty - eight ſeparate
heads , of excellent quality : the outer blades were taken off before

zt Was brought to the kitchen , notwithſtanding which it weighed
eight pounds “ Tron , and meaſured in circumference upwards of five

feet . On the ſame day , there were taken up , in the ſame garden ,

eighty - five large potatoes , the produce of one red potatoe of a new

Kind ; the largeſt of which weighed a pound and a half Tron , the re »

mainder nearly a pound each ; che largeſt potatoe being cooked and
ſent to table with ſome white potatoes of the beit quality , was found
to be equally dry and delicate a5 the others .

In the beginning of May laſt , John Dunbar , labourer , reßding in
the village of Balfron , dug a pit iahis garden , about three ieer iquare ,
and one foot deep , into which he threw a Ipadefull of treih earth
from rhe ſurface , and thereon placed a potatoe of che pink eyed kind ;
he then threw over it a little cow dung , and bedded it round with 2

quantity of green kailroots , filling up what remained of the pit with

earth . When the ſtem appeared above the ground , he gave itano -
ther layer of dung with alittle freſh earth , and continued to hoe up
the earth to its root as often asit appeared necellary . On the 13th curt ,
he dug from the ſame plant forty - four potatoes , all of them above
the ordinary ſize , fixteen of which weighed upwards of a ſtone Tron .
and one in particular , weighs three pounds nine ounces . This po -
tatoe is in the hands of Robert Miller , of Enrick printworks .

The Rev . Mr . James Finlayſon , of Carſtairs , im the county of La -

nark , improved a piece of morals in his glebe , upon which there was

raiſed , this ſeaſon , a crop of potatoe oats ; a lingle ( talk of which

yielded no leſs than five hundred and fourteen pickles .
To the indefatigable zeal and attention of this gentleman , much

ground in Lanarkſhire owes its improvement ; and it were to be

wiſhed , that thereſt of the proprietors would follow his laudable ex

ample , as tbe culture of land in that quarter is too much negletted .
In the pariſh of Symington , in the upper ward of Clydeſdale , on

the farm of Anniſtone , belonging to Colonel Dic « ſon of Hartree ,

polſeſſed by John Galbraith , tenant , one turnip , which grew
there this ſeaſon , weighed twenty - nine pound Dutch weight , and

meaſured in circumference three feet four inches ; and there are num »

bers inthe ſame field of nearly the ſame ſize and weight .
In a field on the eſtate of Strathmartin , a potatoe was lately dug up

weighing two pound fourteen ounces , and in the ſame field , two or
three more potatoes were dug up , weighing two pound eleven o11ces

&o two pound thirteen ounces .
A certain gentleman farmer , 2a breeder of improved cattle , well

known in the weſt oc England , has attracted the attention of the cu .
Yrious in that line by the following humorous hand bill , diſtributed in
the metropolis , viz . “ Royai dainties , regenerated rath - ripe blo > d

cattle , from the eaſtern and ſouthern couuiries - - in compariſva »-:ch

the degenerated , late ripening monſters 0i the north ! = - - - - -Po be ſo 4,
Shakeſpear and Paſiphe , of the beſt North - Devon , Freich , at . d 11 =
dian admixture ; of unrivalled excellence aid beauty , inall the € 1Eim
tial requiſites of ſmall bone , higa !piri : , early maturity , and che moſt

weight in the leaſt compaſs ; yielding milk as rich as cream , and che
moſt ſavoury and finelt grained beef , veal , tallow , hides , - and even
manure of a ſuperior quality , in return to the earth for what they cat »

CC 2
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To be viewed at 25. admittance each perſon by applying to John
Mitchel , at the Spa , in St . George ' s Fields ; where Shakeſpear will

PRLOEN
vaccine inoculation on as many lady fancy cows and beautiful

eifers as ſhall be brought to be impregnated , at one guinea each , and

one ſhilling the groom . "
" The laſt crop of wheat , we are ſorry to hear , comes very light from

the flail , and the price has in conſequence conſiderably advanced , as

may be ſeen by our corn returns ; but as there is happily a large por -
tion of the produce ot 1803 ſtill on hand , and as the weather now pro -
miſes to be fine for completinz the ſowing on wet lands , we are in

hopes it will not get much higher .
We have the authority of a moſt reſpeCtable and judicious farmer to

ſay , that if wheat be dreſſed in the following manner , it will not be

affected with brand or ſmut on anyland or inany ſeaſon : - -
Begin to ſave the chamber - I1ye of the family about three months

before ſeed time ; and about ten days before ſeed time , run as mueh

common lye from wood aſhes as will be ſufficient , with the other , for

the whole of your ſeed ; after you have gotten your quantity , let the .
latter be run through freſh a ' hes ſeveral times , as it cannot be too

ſtrong .
The proceſs of teeping . Procure two common ſized waſhing keelers

and a buſhel ſkep ; put about half a buſhel of ſeed into a keeler at a .

time , ſtir it well , and ſkim all the light corn or ſeed that riſe to the

ſurface , then empty the remainder with the liquor into the ſkep ,
which is placed over the other keeler , and while that is draining ſteep
the ſkim in the firſt keeler , and lo on alternately ; if there be an op =

Portunity , a brick floor is pretierable to lay the wheat on when it 1s

Properly drained ; in doing which , ſIprinkle one pound of ſalt upop
pne buſhel of wheat , and one buſhel of lime freſh from the kiln upon
two combs oi wheat .

It was with the greateſt concern we ſtated the late rapid riſe in the

Corn and four . A general teeling pervades the body of the public ,
that there is nothing in the circumſtances of the harveſt , «nor of the

country , that could wariant ſuch a great advance in the price of this

chief article of human ſubſiſtence . The late crop if not abundant , was

certainly not under an average one , and excellentiy got . in ; and the

preſent war has not produced thoſe foreign expeditions to which in

former wars , an extraordinary conſumptuon and conſfequent ſcarcity
have been attributed .

Mr . Charles Young , of Rocheſter , proprietor of the Dover wag -

gon , has a pig , about two months old , with /zwvez diſtintt ears . The

ſow , which produced this pig , with ſeveral others , had ( about one

month previous to the farrowimg ) her right ear torn otfi cloſe to her

head by a large dog , and may be literally laid to be , a ſow with

one var ,
A rapid and extraordinary riſe in the prices ef all kinds of grain ,

has taken place in every diſtrict throughout the kingdom withuw the

laſt month ; the canſe of this rife we are apprehenſve , is rather to be

attributed tv tbe lcanty ſupply in the markeis at the preſent ſeaſon ,

now . the farmers are buſied in ſowing and preparing ihe ground for

the next year ! s crop , than to any material deficiency ; and when

threſhing becomes general , the public may expetta reduction , How »

ever it may be , it is hoped he evil will only be of temporary dura -

tion ; as , independent ot our own iupplies , 4 very extenſive importa -
tion of grain from abroad is Ihorly expetied . Potatoes , of which it

15 generally allowed there 158 an abundant crop , are ſelling in the

neighbourhood ui Newark , at halt a crown a ſack .

On the Wolds of Yorkſhire , plantations Continue to be formed
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daily , on a convidion that the land is not leſs improved by them

than the beauty and appearance of the country . |
A pumpkin of moſt extraordinary ſize and weight , and beautifully

Jlaced Jike the fineſt cantaleupe melon , has been juſt cut in a garden
at Bathwick , belonging to Mr . Grabbam , truiterer , of Bath . It

weighs an hundred weight ; the girt round 15 two yards , and it mea -
ſures two yards and a half the long way . The ſeed of this wonderful

produttion was given to the gardener by a Freuch cook who was here

laſt winter , and who extolled its excellence for many culinary purpoſes ,
PLOUGHING MATCH .

A ploughing match , for pcemiums offered by the Highland Society ,
took place on Friday laſt , at Shaws , of Cloſeburn , urder the inſpec -
tion of Mr . Monteath , of Cloſeburn , and Mr . Short , of Conrance ,
t,0 of the members of the Society . Ten competitors , with their
horſes and ploughs , appeared at the hour appointed , and an immenſe
croud of ſpecttators came from almoſt all parts of the country Three

judges of great experience in ploughing were named , viz . Mr . Robſon ,
tenant of Sandbed ; Mr . Ferguſlon , tenant of Templand - hill ; and
Mr . Niviſon , tenant of Townhead , who retired from the field , in

order that , in their decifion , the moſt diſtant idea of partiality might
not be imputed to them . The ground was meaſured oft into lots ,
and numbered ; and the competitors drew for each lot . The compe -
tition then commenced , and , when finiſhed , the judges were called
to the ground , who , after a very narrow inſpection of each lot , de -
Cided as follows :

The higheſt prize being 21. 2s . and a medal , they adjudged to
Robert Dinwoodie , ſervant to Mr . Maitland , of Eccles .

" The ſecond , being 11. 1s . and a medal , to Thomas Hunter , ſer -
vant to Mr . Anderſon , of Straquhan .

The third , being 105 , 6d . and a medal , to Walter Maxwell , who
had formerly been a ſervant to Mr . Monteath .

And , the remaining ſeven unſucceſsiul candidates , were paid 5s .
each .

So well was the whole of the work performed , that though the

Judges had no dificulty as to the firſt prize , they had a good deal as to
the ſecond and third .

The eccentric frolic of the celebrated Jeruſalem Whalley , in his

trip to the capital of Judea , has been productive of an advantage to
the agriculture of this country , never expetted to have reſulted from
an adventure ſo whimſfical ; and which may fairly be enumerated in
the liſt of ““

great events from little cauſes .
A ſmall ſheaf of Jeruſalem wheat , brought home by the ſervant

who accompanied Mr . Whalley to Judea , and afterwards uſed as 2
ſign at an obſcure alehouſe in Dublin , opened by this ſervant , by the
mereſt chance , attradted the notice of an experimental farmer . After
10 many years abſence from its indigenous ſoil , and hanging above
three , expoſed to the weather , the ſheaf was examined , and only three
gars were found in a ſound ſtate .

The grains of thoſe were ſown in the garden of the farmer , and
their produce , in the following year , evinced the moſt aſtoniſhing
prolifickneſs ; the culture has been carefully continued for the laſt
four years , and there are now actually ſome hundreds of Iriſh acres
planted with this invaluable grain . The mode of culture is by drill
and dibble . The ſtraw 1s a [ trong reed , not hollow , but filled with
a ; nutritious ſap , or pith , which renders it as a provender for horſes ,
or neat cattle , equal to oats . This ſtraw bears not , like European
wheat , a ſingle ear , but a clump of many ears ; and the grain , large
and full , yields an unuſual quantity of the fineſt four : and ſo much
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is. the ſeed vow in demand through Ireland , that the original cul -

tivator has adually ſold it at the rate of ten guineas the ſtone .

The late ſudden riſe in the price of one of the molt neceſſary arti -

cles of life , will no doubt be felt moſt ſeverely by the labouring claſs

of people ; but as they themſelves have ſo good an opportunity of

kvowing the real cauſe , and are daily ſpettators of the deficiency of

ofthelaſt crop , they - will be morercady to bear the misfortune with for -

titude and reſignation until a ſupply can be obtained ſrom thole coun -

tries where providence has been more bountiful ; and 1€ we may credit

the report , the harveſt on ihe . continent has . been very plentiful . Great

quantities have been bought up to be imported , into England . In

Egypt and Crimea they have houſed as much grain . as will ſerve the

inhabitants for four .

Acorns , which are picked up by the poor in great abundance ,

have , like moſt other things , riſen full 100 per cent . 1N PriCE .
On Saturday laſt was pulled in a garden , at Secaford , two carrots

that weighed eleven pounds , which 15 looked upon as a Very extra - :

ordinary Circumſtance .

PRTCKS OFSCOALS . AT : LEIB COAL EXCHANGE,
LONDON , FOR NOVEMBER , 1804 ,

Nov . 5. Adair ' s 635 . Pontop 635 . Walker 678 . Tanfield 638 .

Bedford 605 . - - Nov . 7. Pontop 6 35 . - - Nov . 16. Wall ' s End : 635 . 64 .

Biggs 625 . Heaton 625 . Pontop 55s . 64 . Walker 615 . 94 . Tanfield -

565. Bedfor &t 533. Benton 595 . Eighton 568 . 64 . - - Nov . 21 . ' Wall ! ' s
End 615 . Heaton 583 . 64 . - - Nov . 26 . Wall ' s End , 568 . Bigg ' s 555 .

Heaton 555 . Kenton 545 . 64 . Tanfield 525 . 6d . Pontop 528 - 64 .

Benton 525 . 64 . - - Nov . 28. Wall ' s End 603 . Bigg ' s 58s - Heaton

535 . 64 . Kenton 585 . Pontop 545 . Benton SES.
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| AVERAGE PRICES OF CORN , by the quarter of eight
: Wincheſter buſhels ; and ot OAT MEAL, per boll , of 140

| pounds Avoirdupoige :
From the Returns received in the Week , ended NOVEMBER 17 , 1804 .

INLAN . D . COUNTIES .

COUNTIES» Wheat . Rye . Barley » Oats . Beans . Peas . Oatmeal -
8 45 : 5 (SEDE12) AINT16-7 S9R8-1080-E5048ARENEN- EIEZOENRROMRI77 d.

Middleſex 96 154| 43) 121015426 182 . 16.( S2 4154 2 ;

Surrey DI 11764115401901151517 109/199 4,48 0 | 54 0
Hertford 79) 112| 185/111. 6j45: : 14127 435 301143 :.0
Bedford 8x 7,49 7142 6126 37 81 . 46 . 75
Huntingdon 79 . 168 44 2 22 9 | 46 4
Northampton M. . . 44

2 [25 6144 0 |

Rutland 89 " . . 0 45 6 (25 0 | 47 o| 5 . 08
Leiceſter ESI EKO ENGINEIL € 112.1 27 MON 1 20 ATE MN220,: 72
Nottingham 03 41552001. 0) 4941. 89129. 5781146. 1101147 10
Derby 86 A AL 435 . 4/4000 28013379
Stafford 7» 1... 43../ 351180) +44. 050 74168 »68 SD 1
Salop 772) 6148 1046 2 | 27 8| 146 10166 3
Hereford 7 9440 6/44 ; x | 27 2146- 6. 1. 46. 10 . 160 2
Worceſter 7,0) 1075 45:5 WON| 13,20 "1201| (SWE EIS| 52 Oo
Warwick 80 5 46 09120) 7 SEGNEN 50: 0 OMAS. 1
Wilts 831 - 4 40: 030 . 1 2103 447 0
Berks Fog ar 52 „6,430 193 Wa TEN5. 4. % 7
Oxford 847576 A2 027 . . 107044 22087. 8
Bucks 80 2 45 11 . 128 | JONAS 55
Brecon 70 . . / . 9 . 140 . ) . 0142,7 . 11 . 124 " "0 44 . 9042 . ..9
Montgomery "7: 6 36/4 191236 - 8 42. /5 | 30 . 129
Radnor 67 . . . 9 | 38 05 : 57 AG). 2178 . 18

Marztime Counties .

Eſſex 96' “ oan ! or vorge 9446 : 76153
Kent 945 VOAR 10132. . . 050 4152 0
Suſſex 98 4 147 20/0815 140
Suffolk 92; 17144 01/46 11. 129. 10135 40/149 4150 I6
Cambridge 75 10149 038 0201 6127244
Norfolk 87! 711. 48! 10/144 ) 0. 122. 0437 20147. " T
Lincoln 83 2146 0AE 5. 124 419302170 0
York OL SSO ET 20 5 | 25 TD 36 2 101047. LAL S
Durham 801: '2 138. 9125 6
Northumberland 70 HGLEUD.1 (07:07MEG 8)21 92420774171 22.0010) 44 17 0198 . 10
Cumberland M 2: ,1ASs 011825 1011260 13 20)
Weftmorland 02,4. K148 : 6132 70126) 1042 . 26 ZO 25
Lancaſter 78/8 50 440013030491 148 BAUE
Cheſter 80 310 WON EN 2910 241491 4.0 25/19
Flint 70: 8 34 4t
Denvbigh Ke) Ve) 43; + CO 2814 30)152/7 19/1431 7245/10
Angleſea SO. 0 32/0122 0 -

Carnarvon 4 : 36 0121 9 44 6
Merioneth SA NL0150: . . 01301 : 023 ) . 4 AA ONAO 3
Cardigan 9944 ZE 1 209907 4
Pembroke 69" “2 3 1402040
Carmarthen „1 We) 3 I | 20 O
Glamorgan 76 1.04 AM NO 2454 - 0
Glouceſter 1:37 EN) 43) 10129 ONE T 1:49 11
Somerſet 82409 44 0/27 . 201560
Monmouth 8 . 21 WINNES |

Devon F18856 IO Za 02 2,4 . . 0
Cornwall ROEEG 977 WONZ5» O
Dorſet 89 I1 AFELT AUWIE: rd
Hants 95 2156 6149 BiIx 6147 Oo



€ 384 )

" TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS .

E thank A . N . for the caution he gives us ; we can

aſſure him that our information is colle &ed from the

beſt fources to which we can procure acceſs , in the immediate

diftriEs to which the information refers .

We muſt apologiſe to our Correſpondent Clericus for poſt -

poning his communication to a future opportunity .

The obſervations of J . D . C . in the two ſpecifications in -

troduced into this and the preceding number , we have no

doubt will be highly acceptable to our readers , but being |

obliged to defer giving the plate of the laft until the appear -

ance of the next publication , we ſhall alſo delay , for a very

„ bvious reaſon , the inſertion of that paper .
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