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JAMES WELDON, FOR HIS FURTHER NEWLY INVENT=
ED MACHINE, 'OR MILL FOR GRINDING BARK, AND
YARIOUS OTHER ARTICLES, FOR WHICH HE OBTAIN-
ED FORMER LETTERS PATENT, AND WHICH MA-
CHINE, OR MILL SO IMPROYED, MAY BE APPLIED
TO SEVERAL OTHER USEFUL PURPOSES.

’_E O all to whom thefe r~t':f@'it3 fhall come, &c 1\Tuw
’ know  y€ that in com| :launu’ with the faid provifo, I, th
faid James Weldon do hereby declare e my invention of certain
new improvements on my faid machine, or mill for erinding
bark, for tanners, that the fame improvements extend to all
kinds of cylindrical fteel mills, for the purpofe of grinding
wheat, {..ait, or any other r-mJ of grain, and may be Llp plied to
various other ufeful purpofes. I de{uur“ the fame as follows :—
my former :11:-thc:l of -..iuucll!lg mills for grinding bark, is
chiefly of caft iron, the teeth or cutters.thereof calt with them,
and the method of ing them  {harp, or renewing their
teeth, is to chip or cut them with a hammer and chiffe] ; and
the method of making and conftru@ing what are com: monly
called steel mills for the purpofe of grinding malt, &c. are
chiefly made of malleable iron, cafe hardened, the teeth of
which are cut, or raifed out of the folid, by means of chiffels
and files, ai Ll are kept fharp by the fame :mthou. But in order
to mmd thefe difficultie s, and mate them more durable and
lafting, and 'Lh\-:t the uler of fuch mills or machines may be
able to tharpen his own mill or machine, and keep the fame
in repair without fending them to the maker, T have con-
ftru¢ted them with loofe or moveable teeth which may be
taken out at any til ne, and by grinding them on a common
grinding~ftone, may be ih‘.";‘* 1ed 911[1 kcn* in order, or by
Jt.}l c.nfr the teeth, fhould they wear out; the machine wiil
then be as good as new, and to fhew the nature of my in-
vention, I have added drawi ings on the oppofite fide bhercof, but
as the plthll)If‘ of the machine, or mill for grinding | arx, is
the fame as that of my former patent ; it is not neceflar y td
d::icnbc any more of it than the manner in which the loofe
teeth are to be fixed, which may be the fame as that defcribeld
in the drawing for a corn mill,” or by any other m:thod I
may think mott proper. Figure I. in.eI"cJts the different
parts of a mill for grinding bark, corn,&c. and the manner in
which it is conftruéted. A s 2 hor per, made of wood, tin, or
theet iron, which receives the corn, or any thing that is to
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314 On the Smut in Wheat. [Nov.

be ground. B, is the axis of the ball, or inner part of the
mill, which may be made of wrought or caft-iron. C,is a
conical covering, which prevents the materials to be ground
from lodging on the cap, which may be made of wood, tin, or
fheet-iron. D, D, is a loofe cap which faftens and fecures
the loofe teeth of the ball, or inner part of the mill, by means
of four fcrews reprefented by h. E, reprefents one fide of
the ball or inner part of the mill, filled with teeth. G, fhews
one-half of the inner part of the mill without teeth, wherein
may be feen the manner in which the teeth are kept in their
places. d, d, fhews the fubftance of the metal, which is of
caft-iron. H, H, fhews the bottom flang that holds the
teeth, and is caft with the body part of the cone. a,a, a,
fhews the outer cylinder, which is caft altogether, and thews
:n what manner the loofe teeth, F, F, are fixed init. T, I, is
a flang which faftens or holds the loofe teeth of the outer
part of the mill and by means of fix fcrews, as fhewn by
figure 3d. K, K, isthe bridge which carries the inner part
of the mill, and is faftened to the outer cylinder by means of
two fcrews ¢, ¢. L, is the lower part of the axis. M, is the
brafs ftep on which the axis works. N, is a place in which
the regulating fcrew works, and is made of wrought-iron.
O, the regulating fcrew. Figure 2d reprefents the under fide
of the outer cylinder with the bridge K, and the box which
contains the brafs ftep M. Figure 4th, reprefents one of the
loofe teeth on the outer part of the mill. Figure 5th, repre-
fents one of the teeth on the inner part of the mill, Thefe
teeth may be made of caft-iron, wrought-iron, or fteel, or
any metal er materials that may be thought moft proper.
‘Thefe mills or machines are not confined to any precife form
or thape, and may be made of any metal or materials I may
think moft fuitable ; they may be worked either as hand-mills,
or horfe-mills, or by any other power that can be applied te
them. In Witnefs whereof, &c.

ON THE SMUT IN WHEAT.
To the Edwor of the Agricultural Magazine.

Sir,
I\-\r’AS well aware when I wrote my laft letter in your

Magazine, that it might be referred to by fome of your
quick-fighted correfpondents, I now fee it is by Agricola
Northumbrienfis, who fays, ¢ The {mut in wheat being
very prevalent this year, will furnifh its adverfaries with
a powerful argument: for, on the lands of farmers who
take equal pains, in all feafons, in chufing and preparing
the feed, we cannot on this hypothefis account for the greater
prevalence of finut in one year than in another :” now, after
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admitting (as I think A. N. has in his letter) that the caufe
of the fmutin wheat is impure feed, I do not thinft it atall diffi-
cult to ¢ account for the greater prevalence of {mut in one
year than in another.” Can any man fuppofe that an equal
quantity of this infected or impure feed is fown every year;
perhaps in fome years there is as much more of this impure
feed as in others; and if there is as much more fown, why
thould there not be as much more reaped? As to chufing, I
belicve no farmer can tell with any certainty whether the feed
will produce fmut or not, but it is the general opinion amongit
farmers, that wheat which has got fmut balls in it, will pro-
duce fmut again; this I am confident is generally, but not
always the cale. I once prepared fome very good clean wheat
entirely free from {mut-balls, to fow a [(mall field of three
acres, and not having enough prepared to finith the field, I
fowed five lands on one fide of the field with wheat, which
grew with the other, and was thrafhed and cleaned together,
but without any preventative whatever ; at harveft there was
many ears of {mut on the five lands, but none on the other
part of the field; this I mention as an exception to what I
have faid above on chufing the feed ; but I might reafonably
alk, how the blight could be the caufe? Whether I have ac-
counted ¢ for the greater prevalence of fmut in one year than
in another,” your correfpondents and the public will decidej
Your correfpondent L. L. has rather doubtingly, yet with
fome good nature, referred to my proceedings on this fubjeét,
and to him I muft make fome reply : he fays, ¢ I will ac-
knowledge, moft willingly, that Mr, Dowlen acts, bona fid,
and really believes himfelf in the verity of that which he in-
tends to recommend to the public;” can any man fay other-
wife after he has feen my advertifement, where I offer re-
ceipts at twenty fhillings each, and if they are not found effec-
tual, I return the whole of the money again, any time before
the firft day of Auguft, 1806: Sur{:i}-’ can this be ¢ imp(}ﬁng
on public credulity #* He further fays, ¢ it ought to be his
bufinefs firft, and will be that of the farming public, ulti-
mately to difcover whether he radically underftands what he is
about,” to part of this I willingly fay, Amen; and can aflure
L. L. that my proceedings have not been the refult of thc:f:)ry3r
but of practice and obfervation ; and as a proof that my method
1s not thought very light of, feveral farmers which I ac-
quainted with it long ago, have, fince my advertizing, all
(except one) konourably fubfcribed. I could have -called in
the aid of a farmer who has farmed more than half a century,
and in the whole courfe of his bufinefs has alternately made
experiments on the fmut in wheat, and his <.—.~<pc;l'im_cn:;(ncz;LrI}r
correfpond with mine, which makes me {till more confident
in my proceedings. ;
52
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L. L’s. ¢ having had occafion to m ile at the blight* and
mildew upon the "rfwmtfﬂ and brined part of the wncdt, when
that which was left deftitute of all | r‘-,.hnutwc has flourifhed
in u {tate of the utmr ;Uﬂt purity and io. ndnefs,” I think may be
eafily accounted for, for I am far from rmnknmr that all wheat
Wi i!; roduce fmutif 'mu n without a preventative; a farmer may
fow wheat feveral years without any preparation, and by

chance have no hw'; :uui as I am certain that nenr]y, or

pul aps quite half of the remedies ufed as a prevet 1t'1tix't., are
things foreign to the purpoie, and by far tne major part of the
other half are ren lered ineffe@ual by 1:11ptu'>er application,
which ve ry probably might be the cafe with the wheat at which
L. L. «“had occafion tofmile.” 1fhall now mention one experi=

ment, :.n-;i- leave it to L. L. for him ulrimacc]y to difcover
whether he radically underftands what heis 2 about.” [ fowed five
acres « l'“ ‘lean fummer fallow ( ell manured with lime) which
wh:at was thrafhed and cleaned together, and which had a con-
fiderable quan tity of fmut-balls with 1t ; ; this wheat I divided in
wo parts, the part which I had good reafon to think would
}IUJL‘LQ {mut, 1 fowed in a fquare in the middle of the field ;
the other part of the field 1 fowed with the other part of the
wheat, and at harveft the fquare in the midale of the field was
full balf fmut, but there co suld not be one ear of fmut found on
the other p.ul: of the field; on this, and other fults fimilar to
this, 1 have penned my faith; and all that T have feen and
he (.1d on the blighting tv‘}cm, has ferved only to confirm my
belief, I believe no pmuuc.l farmer can make it appear how
the blight was the caufe of the fmut in the above experiment,
nor do I think it can be made appear, that there is no effectual
remedy.
Your obliged fervant,
]‘m’mgr near Lewes, E. DOWLEN.
Nsv, 35, 1804.
* I fuppofe L. L. means the fmut.

e I ——

ON THE COMPARATIVE AGRIC ;ULTURE OF
ANCIERT AND MODERN SPAIN.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.
Sz,
\ A "r fentiments may be a little fingular, but with the ex-
V1 cention of my native land, from early education, habits
and prejulices (which I am di [me to call opinions); there is
no country in Lurope about whichI am more folicitous, than
the celebrated peninfula of ancient "[arr: wconenfis. I have feen
with great pleafure the intrody &tion into your laft Number of
fomic obfervations on the produétions of that country, to which
nawure has been fo indulgent, I have thonght, therefore, it
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would be acceptable to you, if I were to communicate an ac-
count of the cultivation of Spain.by the ingenious Arabs, for it
is a lamentable truth, that from the time of the expulfion of that
people, during the iron reign of Ferdinand, not only improve-

ent has been impeded, but crab-like, fcience and cultivation
have taken a |'¢t-‘og;1d-: direction, until they are loft in the
labarynth by which they are enc wnp:lﬁu.f

The number of plants, and the feveral means employed in
the cultivation of them, feem to be the objeéts to which we
fhould attend in confidering the agriculture of two different
nations, to make the \umetlLs‘., and afcertain the approach to
perfection to which each has arrived. The firft of thefe views
thews the refources which each poffefles in the cultivation of
the earth ; the fecond difclofes the lights which have affifted
their labour hoth in fhort give us t'w quantum of afliftance
they have received from nature and art.

In the firft of thefe points, the fuperiority of the Arabians
feems inconteftible, if we except thofe plants brought from
America, of which that people were ignorant ; fuch as the
potatoe, the cocoa tree; &c. which were introduced into
Spain after the time of Ferdinand. Witk thefe exceptions the
Arabians cultivated not only what we do now, but many other
ufeful vegetables.

There are at this time ugar canes growing at "vlo".'il, near

¢

Malaga, and there is a fugar refinery near that C city, but both
the cuhun and the manufactory arc more ol»Jw-a of ct :lmhry
than of profit: The hp.u..dl merchants hardly know of their
exiftence ; and before the eftablifhiment of the fug gar works in
in the lfLmd of (,Laa, about forty years fince, they were
obliged to Impmt the whole of their umiu'a"m\m in th it COm=
mudltjf. In the nrt}-—nﬂu enth article of the feventh chapter of
Ebn-el-Aw am, it is ftated, 1,14r the fug ar-cane was cultivated
with fuccefs in the fouth of Spain; and the growth of this
article feems to have been \-'cr:,-' general, as no le

lc\ Ll'l; I '[hlLL,.
Arabian writers, at that time in Spain, have treated of the
kind of foil beft {uited to its cultivation; and alfo the 11x;ic' of
extracting the fugar from the cane, is p: li'[ILL Lll} treated of by
Abn-el- _].1[[ of Sevi lle; this plan 1:;.1:!)’ refembled that at
prefent adopted in the American colonies.

'i‘hc unwholefomenef(s of the rice fields is well known, and
the exceflive fatigue that the management of this grain occa-
1‘10[:5, is expenfive and dangerous, ai nd i injurious to the conftitu-
tion. Naturalifts are aware > that all kinds of rice do not require
that the land, while it is growing, fhould be under water. In
Cochinchina, various parts of India, and in China, a variety
1s cultivated which only needs waterin g like any other vege-

table. 'The friends of the human ip.,ues, and of 1fr1|~"11Lur",
have long wifhed to acquire this kind of rice. The Englifh
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have made fome experiments which the nature of their climate
prevented from fucceeding ; and there have been publifhed in
works devoted to agriculture, fome accounts of experiments
on rice made by Sir Jofeph Banks®. Let us turn our atten-
tion to the twentieth chapter of Abn-el-Awam, and judge
whether it is the common rice, or this variety of which he
defcribes the culture. It feems by his account to require only
the fame artention that is generally given to garden vegetables,
and he even adviles not giving it too much water, as by that
means the crop would fuffer; and he fays, that as long as the
mould continues tolerably moift it requires none. Towards
the end of the article, however, in giving the method of
growing rice which is adopted by Nabathéenne, we find an
account of rice fields, fuch as we are acquainted with on the
banks of the Euphrates.

The Sefamion, the feed of which produces a great quantity
of fweet oil, is an article anciently cultivated in the eaft, and
in Greece; and we find in Homer, that it was ufed in cakes,
and in other food which was called by this name. Muratori,
in his ¢ Felicita Publica,” has very much recommended its
introduéion into Italy. The fifth fetion of the twentieth
chapter of Abn-el-Awam, treats of its culture, and we find,
by a number of paflages in this book, that the Spanifh Arabians
made this oil. It is hardly at all grown now there,.

Cotton cannot be confidered as a produce of modern Spain :
if it is any where cultivated, it is more as an object of curiofity
than commerce. It appears by the firft divifion of the twenty-
fecond chapter of Abn-el-Awam, that it was quite otherwife
in his time, at leaft in the maritime provinces of the Penin-
fula.

The Piftachia trece is almoft unknown in our time in Spain :
they are, however, the fubject of the fifteenth article of the
feventh book of our Agriculturift. - The Spanifh Arabians had
two varieties, they grafted them upon other trees, and rencwed
the natural conneétion between piftachio tree, the tercbinthus
or turpentine tree, and the lentifk or maftic tree.

The Banana tree alfo they are now ignorant of in Spain.
The Arabians, as we fee by the forty-eighth article of the feventh
book, were fuccefsful in the growth of it. They obtained
clufters of fruit of from ten to fifty pounds weight. We find
by the account of the cultivation of this plant, that they were
acquazinted with the means of guarding delicate plants from the
ur of the froft by mats and other artificial means of pro-

Lon.,

tec

# Qur readers, by referring to Vol. 10. p. 275. will find that we have thought
this fubic€t required particular attention, and have'extrafted an article from the
tranfictions of the Socicty of Arts, Manufactures, and Agriculture, to invite their

attention to this important difcovery. L.
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Among thc different obje&ts of their attention, feveral in-
ftances fhew that they had attained to a high degree of fkill in
improving wild plants, and rendering them ufeful ; from thefe
I fhall felect a few examples. The ninth article of the twenty-
fecond book treats of the growth of the Chuk-el-dubain, a
plant which they have in a wild ftate. According to Ben-el-
Beithar (a botanift much efteemed by the Arabians) this
thorny plant, which belongs to the clafs of thiftles, was
ufed as food for the camels. Its head was an agreeable vege-
table for human food, and its feed was alfo nutrative, and
very much ufed by the Chriftians on their faft days. There
is nothing at all refembling it produced in Spain at prefent.

Afparagus, with which we are acquainted, has not been
long introduced into that foil, and it is not, even now, nearly
fo common as it is in France. Itis called Aranjuez, inftead
of afparagus, by which it is evident, that it is only a difh for
the royal table*. Many people, however, eat a fpecies of
this plant in its wild ftate that has a pleafant tafte, though a
little bitter, and which grows {fpontaneoufly, but very few
think of improving it by culture; it is the afparagus albidus
of Linnzus. In the eighteenth article of the twenty-eighth
chapter, are enumerated the different ufes the Arabians made
of this plant, which they brought from its native forefts to
grow in their gardens.

Some other articles refpe@ing the agriculture of the Arabian
Spaniards fhew alfo, that they tilled, fo as to render profitable,
every fpecies of land, and even the banks of ftagnant water.
For this purpofe, they reared the curacas, or the arumacolo=
cafia of Linnzus, which is the fubjet of the ninth divifion of
the twenty-fourth chapter. It is well defcribed, and its large
bulbous root was employed as food, raw as well as boiled.
Nations driven to the higheft improvements in agriculture,
by the rapid progrefs of population, are the only ones, I think,
that know how to render produ&ive moraffes and fwamps.
The naturalift, Ofbeck, has obferved, that the Chinefe did
the fame, and that they cultivated in bogs a variety of the
Fléchicre, or Sagitaria Sagittifolia, the bulbs of the root of
which are as large as potatoes, and as nourifhing.

Other plants that are not now found in Spain, were adapted
to the tafte of the former inhabitants, of eaftern extraction,
and it may be eafily imagined, that they did not furvive the
change in the ftate. = Such are among others the Sebeftina, of
which he treats in the thirty-third article of the feventh chap
ter, and alfo the privet, and the mahaleb or wild cherry.

* Aranjuez is the name of one of the royal palaces of Spain, and the name there-
fore is probably derived from its being firft grown in the beautiful gardens of that
ct}:zb!ilhmun. We vifited the grounds devoted to horticulture at that beautiful
Vlgiﬂgc, ilbﬁtlt the year 1780. and we certainly do mot recollect feeing this vege-
fabic,
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The privet *, (Lawfonia inermis of the botanifts) is a {hrub
or {mall tice, the leaves of which are highly valued by the
Oriental women. The deco@ion of it gives the nails and hair
a colour which they prefer to all others. ‘They conftantly ufe
it, and the leaves of the privet are fought by the females of the
Arabian defert, as well as thofe in civilized life. "Fhe Spanifh
women, when the Arabians were 11 that country, confumed a
aft deal, and it is wonderful the pains they took to cultivate
this fhrub. Abn-el-Awam confeiles that the climate of Seville
quires a hot country, and

is too fharp for the privet, which re

which, according to him, fourifhes beft in Abyfiinia. It
perifhes, during the winter, in Spain; and as the leaves are
the only part in eftimation, it had become thers an annual

plant. The earth, for its cultivation, was very carefully
broken ; the feed was fown, after having been kept in water two

or three days to fwell it, and to caufe it to vegetate more quick
ly: At the end of fummer they gathered the leaves and drew
up the ftalks, and the next year they fowed a ncw crop.

Would modern cultivators have been able to have adopted
1

a better method? Many plants that have been brought from
the hottelt climates, flourifh in the north as annuals, provided
they grow fufliciently faft to come to perfection in the courfe
of the fummer.

The Mahal or wild cherry, is a tree very highly efteem-

- 2 1 - T 7 = y = -
ed by the inhabitants of the eaft. It is unknown in our cli-

1
€0,

mates. but in theirs the fruit comes to perfeétion. They mix
it with their bread, to which it communicates an agreeable
tafte, even to the European palate. It is fteeped in oil, to
which it imparts an agreeable fmell. Kutfami, among other
things informs us, that the king Feycale, was particu-
larly fond of this tree, of which he treats in the twentieth
article of the twenty-eighth book of Abn-el-Awam.

Such were the plants which flourifhed in Spain in the tim
of the Moors, the cultivation of which has been almoft wholly
abandoned. T he catalogue might have been much more ex-
tended, but, Mr. Editor, you will perhaps confider I bave al-
ready tran{grefled the bounds to which I ought to be prefcribed.
Your readers will, however, with this defeflive litt before
them, I think, be completely fatisfied, that the followers of
Mahomet cultivated a much greater variety of plants than the
modern Catholics, which is the firft propofition I defigned to
examine, In my next letter I fhall not enquire into the pro-
duction of nature, but difcufs the expedients of art, which
have been contrived in ancient and modern Spain, to promote
her benevolent defigns.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.

O¢. 29, 1804. AMIGO DEL PAIS.

* Tt will be obvious, from the fubfequent defeription, that the common Privet
which endures the feverity of an Englifh winter, cannot bear any relation to the plent
here alluded to.
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ON THE EFFECTS OF THUNDER ON
VEGETABLE PRODUCE.
To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.
SIR,
N your laft publication I noticed fome fingularities remarked
by your ingenious corre(pondent who calls himfelf ¢« An
Oddity;” and in confequence have been induced to commu-
nicate the fubfequent remarks :—From a paflage in the Fifth
Satyr of Juvenal, we underftand that the Romans had an idea
that the beft mufhrooms came from Africa, and that thofe
mufhrooms emerged immediately after thunder. It appears

alfo that they fuppofed the thunder (or rather the lightening
accompanying it) to blaft the corn; and that in years when
many mufhrooms were imported from Libya they received
but little grain from thence.

The paflage above alluded to occurred to my recolleftion a
few days fince on obferving the extraordinary number of mufh-
rooms and of fairy-rings that have appeared this feafon. Some
inclofed paftures, and fome particular parts of commons,
are reticulated very thick with thefe rings; and on fome rings
edible mufhrooms vegetate, and on others only toad-ftools.

Before the wheat was cut, I remarked that in fome inclo-
fures, and in fome particular parts of common fields, the plants
were confiderably blafted.

More thunder has occurred this laft fummer than ever occurred
in any preceding one within the period of my remembrance,
In the {ummer of 1803 the thunder-ftorms were flight and few,
the crops of corn were generally fine, and muthrooms were
fcarcely procurable,

Thefe facts I communicate to you, for your correfpondents
to compare and elucidate; and, as ftorms have been as frequent
this year in other countries as in Britain, I hope fome of your
foreign friends may be excited by this communication to ac-
quaint you and your Britifh readers, whether the circumftances
I bave noted refpe&ing corn, mufhrooms, and fairy-rings, have
been obferyed in the parts under their obfervation.

Iam yours, &c.
Nov. 1, 1804. L B
e e 5

ENOUIRY RESPECTING SKEGS: .

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.

SIR, :
N your laft number (63,) for O&ober, I obferve a Letter
from George Nevil, Efg. in_which he very much extols
Skegs. 1 am a practical farmer to a confiderable extent ; I
thall, with God’s blefling, foon occupy upwards of 1000 acres
of my own freehold property. I therefore hope one day to be

able to tranl_’mit to you fome valuable information. At
Ag. Mag. Vol, 11, o
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prefent, however, I muft requeft you to procure 2 little for
me through your Magazine, and fhall therefore think myfelf
obliged to you to allow me to beg the favor of fome of your
correfpondents to give a more particular account of Skegs,
their cultivation and their ufe, whether as green food, (if they
are ever ufed asfuch,) as corn, or dry provender.

I am, Sir, your moit obedient servnat,

Nov. 12, 1804. AGRICOLA BAGGRAVENSIS.

T
ON THE SMUT IN WHEAT.
To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.
SiRr, Nov. 14, 1804.

HERE have been many difputes amongft philofophers and

practical hufbandmen, as to the caule of the fmut in
wheat, and the beft modes of prevention. T hat difeafe has
this year been much morc injurious than for many feafons
paft ; and I have, with much pleafure, obferved communi-
cations upon it, in your late numbers. L'he mode recom-
mended by Agricola Northumbrienfis, is undoubtedly praltifed
to a much greater extent than any other. Nay, if I were to
affert that it, (and that of ufing water firongly impregnated
with common falt, inftead of chamberlye,) is purfued by 15
farmers out of 20, probably 1 fhould fay no more than the
truth ; and, as the refults of experience, 11 agriculture efpecially,
are much fafer guides than theory and fpeculative opinions, its
great utility cannot be difputed.

It ftrikes me forcibly, from my own experience, the refult
of the comparative experimentin your laft number, and feveral
other accurate trials, that fmut in wheat proceeds from the
feed. To prepare the feed, therefore, {eems rational. Ex-
perience confirms the idea.

Thofe difeafes called blights and mildew, are, probably,
different from fmut, and proceed from unfavourable weather.
No experiment that I have heard of, has furnifhed reafon for
any other conclufion. What advantages then, can be expected
to refult from preparing the feed, (by any mixtures or articles
whatever, ) in preventing thofe maladies

Not having the number which contains Mr. E. Dowlen’s
letter on the difeales of wheat, I cannot, at this moment, re-
colle@ whether he confiders fmut as a difeafe ofa different
nature from blight and mildew. I am inclined to think,
however, that he is not fufficiently explicit on that head;
and therefore, I hope he will, in an early number, more fully
rommunicate his fentiments,

In your Magazine for September, your Nottingham corref=
pondent, K. Y. fpeaks of blight only, and mentions ¢ an
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expe dient. firlt employed in Yorkfhire with great fuccefs,
T hat expec dient I alfo have heardof 5 I did not, however, un-
derftand that it was employed to prevent 4 ”g_'rf" but [mut.
T'here appears to have been fome L‘ar‘fn'"'\'m of

£ ideas in the

Jources of certain papers in your Magazine, on Lh difeales in
queftion. Does Mr. Dowlen, or K. ‘1' ider blight and

fmut as {ynonimous terms, or difeales }“\\,wh.\.|1” from the
fame caufe?
[ repeat that I have never feen, or heard of, any good
reafon for concluding that the difeafes I have mentioned, proe
rom the {fame cdufe, and if blight really proceeds from
the "uv oi the atmofphere when the }}!'Ults are 1n a certain
itage of their growth, (u.l ich [ am at prefent inclined to he lieve,)
I will fay, with ,}It. Lawrance in the New Farmer’s Ca-
lendar, that to fteep or prepare the feed with a view of pre-
venting that difeafe, ‘“is a proceeding equally fage, and en-
Llh,_d “to equal fuccefs, as if a man fhould apply to Dr,
Brodum, or any other J-l-'“?or of equal ccfubritv, for a medicine
on 1 order to cure a Lulu’ which

5
-

to bL tl'k\.-ll at (u.-:\U\-'\- C trea!

may poffibly attack him t‘.c ‘.1:“',1;;:1!‘1'1"\ next enfuing.’

In expedtation of fee ing this intricate and imp« rtant fubjeck
more fully inveftigated in thc. pages of your valuable mifcel-
lany,

I am, Sir, your conftant reader,
ARATOR
PR
THE AGRICULTURE OF KAMTSHATKA,
19 the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.
Sir

1iv gy

OU have c’.if‘mﬂ'c:ii:.;om Magazine the Natural Hiftoryand

Agriculture of a great variety of diftrifts of the habitable
globe, but I do not recollet that you have iﬂ"mdug' d a fingle
ipecimen from the pwduf‘e or practicein the domains of the Czar
of Mufcovy. Kamtfhatka, which istreated of in this mttu until
lately has been confidered an immenfe inhofpitable wafte, where
the bounties of nature and the expedients of art, are equally un
known. How far this opinion is correct or otherwife, will be
feen by the following account, which was pulT:‘h“J by the
command of the late illuftrious theum.

I thall commence my defcription at the fouthern extremity,
which the Ruflians call Lopatka, latitude 51°, longitude 15&;"
40" eaft from Greenwich, a low point of land, widenir ng and
rifing gradually into mountains, barren and rocky, onlv pro=
du,mg, here and there, the creeping cedar and willow, to the
extent of 40 miles, Birch trees then appear in the inconfi-
derable vallies, which are replete with lakes and rivulets
rufhing into the fea botheaftand weft, A clufter of moun-

Ss2
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tains cccupy the whole fpace, from the Lopatka to latitude
| 53° 5', where, in the neighbourhood of the village NVialka,
' they divide into two branches, one tending to rorth north-
weft, the other, which may be called the principal chain,
leads north north-eaft. The place where the mountains fe-
parate is the higheft land on the peninfula, and forms a barren
ftoney defart of 65 miles in length, in a direétion north and
fouth, and from 3 to 15 in width, producing, in detached fpots,
brufh-wood, willows, and a very few fcattered and ftunted
birch-trees. It is replete with {prings and brooks, fome of
which uniting, and flowing fouth and fouth-weft, form the
Biftrea, while others, atonlya few fathoms diftance, takean
oppofite courfe, and are the fources of the river K amtfhatka.
At the end of this defart, the mountains clofe within a mile
or two, and a foreft of birch trees follow to the village Apou-
fhinfk, where the river Kamtfhatka is navigable. for {mall
boats to its difcharge.

From this place the face of the couptry aflumes the appear-
ance of extreme fertility. The valley widens, and the fpace
berween the mountains eaft and weft is at Virchni Kamt{hatka
40 miles. The foil is deep and rich, compofed of black
earth, mixed with fine black afhes from the burning moun-
tains, and fine iron fand, which adheres to the magnet, and
forges well with bar iron, but, alone, is very brittle.

The productions of nature are a fmall kind of black cherry,
(Ttheromka) in great abundance, the wood of which, being
particularly hard, is ufed, by the Kamtfhadals, for their
guiding fticks to the fledges ; the thickeft trees, that I haye
{een, are nine or ten inches in circumference. Firs, common
pine, and larch trecs of extraordinary fize, with birch, poplar,
afp, and mountain-afh, clothe the mountains to their fummit.
T'he underwoods are currant, dog rofe, hawthorn, alder, and
bufhes producing berries.

The climate is very different from that of the fouthern and RIEIE
northern parts of the peninfula, the valley being completely
fheltered from the fea-breezes that chill the air in other parts,
and prove a great check to vegetation, which commences
here in the month of March, The fcenery is beautiful be-
yond defcription, the river meandering through the midft of
the valley, from 50 to 250 yards wide, and from 8 to 15 feet
deep, and being full of trout and every fpecies of falmon in
the feafon. ‘This valley is 180 miles in length, frequently
opening profpeéts of the Tolbalthinfk, a lofty double-headed
mountain, conftantly emitting an immenfe column of black
fmoke; while the fecond volcanoe, Klutfhefkoi, towering to
an incredible height, illuminates the clouds with its blaze, and
afforas 2 view awfully grand.

T welve verdts below Virchnoi Kamtfhatfkoi Oftrong, is the

-
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village called Milkovoi, inhabited by farmers fent from Sioeria,
at government expence, and pollefling particular emoluments,

for the purpofe of growing corn and pulfe to fupply the coun-
L A | I1r_-}' live uncontrouled, however, and find it eafier to
accumulate wealth, by acing as rctailers ['rr :'! e merchants of
Kamtfhatka, and goi; 1g them {clves on the chace for fables, &c.
than in purfuing the m re toilfome labour of Cuiu-—:;xting the
earthy which they negl
duce very fine cabb:

21 s g ; S
DETSS L\._',‘-J they allo ¢

—

yet they keep gardens that pro-
s, potatoes, t'lruip;, carrots, cucums-

1

row buck-wheat and rye for their own

¥

ufe, which ‘.‘}_-'.ulg'mlui1r.,|.!' and I am inclin Ld to think, that
y 3 3

had they a proper infpzctor to Iw_nn 1t 1.‘1 their bufinefs, they

might, with eafe, f‘-"'um corn encugh of every kin-], not only

to {upply the peninfula, but all the neighbouring tuu..u“

{)Lmdh &c. !;r_'-_'.'-j\ rrows remarkably well, whicl , how-

ever, I Ll'{n,': there is no nuc‘ of cultivating, for th-; nettle
feems equa ]fl, to an{wer every p ll}](]{\_ ' Kamtfhadals

and Ruffians make fewing i'f*n':;u.L'; of it, and fabricate from it
their fithing nets, 'v]f."h "-:.-:";u them, 1f ufed with caution
and properly dried, four or five years. The procefs of pre-

paring 1t 1s nearly the 1‘.:.m as that for hemp, but I think lefs
{'.'Uh-!‘r:ui:s'n:?‘ the nettle prows to the height of {ix and feven

F M | Lo e e g Whinle ==
feet ; the fibres are much finer, and thread of equal thicknels

15 :'}J':.a:ll_fr_'i' than that made of the imiu‘-:'r,-.; he np.
Tolbalfhinfk the mountains are broken and barren; they

encroach upon the valley, and m:.!i..c:';-.'i.ﬂ' leflen its width.

Storms are frequent between this volcano and that of Klut-

R (2 aa T sl R R e 1 =
ithefskoi, but never reach the neichbourhood of Milhovoi, and
, 1%

the trees are confiderably lefs in f1ze, but the cc nLll.Lu continues
fL L1 ]fd HE ["14 ag )a.‘ verits nr [l.l i.li “E \I.'!]"o“' u {'\..I.Jq_ilx-.f.“.lL{H.
1

vhich is al{o a L‘;!]'m\; of Siberian pealants, for the {ame pur-

pofe as thofe at Milkovoi, and who aét in the fame manner.
Their proce udi::gh are, infome refpects, juftifhable; for the ma-
bﬂ'.Lll.aL_\-’ at Neirfhni exact the fame payment from them as from
the refidentiary merchants. The court of juftice confifts of a

el

burgo-mafter, four members or rathmen, a fecretary, writers,
and watchmen, receiving a falary for the time they are in tLL-
vice: and frequently an expenfive drplit;ttiun is fent to Ti igil,
fﬁt‘liihu;rttq\, Virchni, and fuch places as are reforted to by
thefle pLu ars, fo that itisa matter of doubt with me, whether
the culture of the earth would render any harveft fufficient to
anfwer the payment of their claims. In fome years they
amount to I8 or 20 rubles, and in others half as much more.

As you approach the nurm the feverity of the climate in-
creafes; the foil becomes fandy and ftoney ; and the vegetable
productions are ftunted and weak. The sﬁ'un-aa is fituated in

jatitude 59° 20/, and the diftance from fea to fea is here about
i
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¢he rivers, more than fix feet at low water, with a conlider-
able furf breakine on the iandy peacn.
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T he wvillaces on this coalt are 1 1gHig, fhi and Bol-

fhoiretfk (fituated on the Tigil, 1tiha, and Bolfhoia 1|-t"'_‘, '
Of thele, the former is the moft confiderable, contai - 45
wooden houfes and one church. The Ruflian charts 1\1 ace it
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in latitude 57° 55- This, which the
is {urrounded by wooden palifades, .41'.u_i was buiit 1n 1752

number of inhabitants are 3393, includine women and
children. Itthinfk alfo contains a church, and about 10

houfes, with 50 inhabitants. Bolfhoiret(k contains 37 haufes,
1 G % R [ N s, = 1
and the tot: 11 number of inhabitants are 235. fide thefe

LIk

3
inconfiderable villages, containing each threce

our houfes, on t he well coait.
Sir, Your’s, &c.

G. PORSNAKQOFF,

Iam,

For /"H;”"”['I':’r xI’t

AN EASY AND EXPEDITIOUS METHOD OF DESTROYING
SLACK HAIRY CATERPILLARS, WHEN TURNIES ARE |

ATTACKED BY THEM.

B URNIPS are of fuch great confequence to the Farmer, |

£ that e rery method of du.trr;.ym-r their various eﬂemu.s,

fiies, flugs, c.xtn.ri:ul..m, &c. cannot be too much circulated

3
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rdom, |
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In the neighbourhood of Leicefter, the Black Hairy Cater-
pillars began a few days fince to 11:.1.':: their depredations on
Blower, a very inge

1d able Cll.l'n.'i-

1
the LL'::}iu"-"a of ; nious 2a
vator. On the difcovery, he inft 2 number of
ducks, and turned them into the fi a few days,
not a c:;xtcr:}ii.‘-;u' was to be feen, the ducks devoured them with

B

fo much avidity, and his crop. 13 now in a thriving {tate.
In another il_l 1 the Cate rs beg make their appear=

ance  alfo, but they
proper to ftay a few :E,."

L I'i_' moreg
lucks upon
and I would re-
hours without

them, that they might b
commend tr...LL the ducks

1 1
1 ¥ o
1\\‘;., Lu‘..l; 1€V 1114 , ne

I ende wnmc*} to have feen Mr. Blower m the market, on

Saturday, but could not, that I might have learned from him
more particulars relating to the ty of ru-‘r"*--‘, iumber
of ducks employed, and the
their work, but as the 18th of the
you defire to receive communi I would not omit it
another day. A little experience wil i'uun teach a perfon, that
if the caterpillars be too numerous and large, he muft increafe
the number n{ his ducks,

UJf)n. 1n \.\_-'Lglﬁlt..'—lh

L—U

N 1
was ye lwm_w whe

I he information I recetved of this experiment, was

11l

Mr. Harrifon, an experienced Gardener, who afked me ‘what
method I would 1‘-:(‘0:‘.1111{3:‘.:_1., and 1 '
ducks to him, as I had known it
me that he had recommended it to Mr. ]
As the method, I am certain, is not o
this is the feafon for the appearance of the
you the information.
Leicefler, Augufl 19th, 1804 R. WESTON

tigael
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ON THE IMPROVEMENT IN (¢
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&

SiR,

CANNOT avoid communicating to you L}w following ob-

fervations on a fow of the improved breed, which I think
pec -uliarly deferving the attention of your readers, and I think
them li T\L]" to be the more acceptable, becaufe I cive them on
much better authority than my own.

By a mixtare of the Chinefe black {wine 1 ;irh "1 ers of the
larger Britith breeds, akind has been produced which poflefles
many qualities fuperior to either of the original H'“
are very prolific, are fooner made fat than th., larger kind upon
lefs prm*nﬁonx, and are cut up when kill to more ufeful and
convenient purpofes.

Arthur Mowbray, Efg. of Sherburn, in the county of Durham,
poflefled a fow which had a licter of mineteen pigs to fupport at

o
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the time, and this litter was the t
whole amounted to fifty pigs

‘The Chinefe, or black br(“*i, are now Very common in
E: wLmd They are {maller, have fhorter l:ﬂﬂ, and their flefh
is \\hr* - and {wecter than r.‘L common kind.

A fort, fimilar to this, were thofe found in New Guinea,
which proved fo i'cnll;:tzj-.;:l;r a relief to our circumnavigators,
when that country was firft vifited by them. There are like-
wile oreat numbers of them in the F llLl]dly and Society Ifles
the f‘n..tqdct'--w, and manv others of the new lx difcovered iflands
in the South Seas. Thefe are fed with plantains, bread-fruit,
and yams, and are exceedingly fat. "They are frequently feen
by the mmu in their canoes {wimming from one ifland to

nother, and killed by them with their lances and arrows

Another breed of {wine has lately been introduced into this
kingdom, which is c\pLJed to rival or excel all the others.
_[hl., ormuml ftock was produced from a wild boar brought
from Amulm, and a fow of the 1mp1{1\'“d Chinefe breed.
T'he fows are very prol ific, and the colour of the pigs is in {fome
cafes moft ﬂmuiu]]y diverfified ; fome are ftriped longitudinally
with brown and black; cnhus brown and blue, am} others
with black and white. The colour of the boar was a mﬂy
brown. I am, Sir, yours, &c.

November 2nd, 1804. A. LiL;

___—m-—-—-—
CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THOMAS ANDREWKNIGHT,

ESQ. AND DR. LETTSOM, ON THE LATE MR. FOR-

SYTH’S COMPOSITION FOR THE RESTORATION OF

DECAYED TREES.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magaziite.

-d within ten months; the

SIR,
N your Critical Catalogue for September laft, page 212, yon
have noticed a treatife on the cultlnc and manager nent of
fruit trees, by the late ingenious William l'mhth I bhave
thought, perhaps (.rrunr:ouﬂ;,, that it would be an acceptable
addendum to that article, if I were to fupply the unrc_{pondtnu
between Thomas Andlew Knight, Efg. and Dr, Lettfom,
on the late Mr. Forfyth’s compoﬁtlon for the reftoration of de-
caved trees. Under this impreflion, I have fent copies of the
Jetters conneed with this fubje, and you will ufe your own
difcretion with refpet to their pdblu.atlon, through the medium
of your Magazine.
Kenfington, I am, Sir, }outf:, &ec.

November 2nd, 1804 B C.

On the firft of June laft, T. A. Knight, Efq. favoured me
with a letter (No. 1.), on a fubje& which it fully explains;
an
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and to which I have annexed my anfwer (No. 2), and his reply
(No. 3), with the certificate (No. 4), which gave rife to the
correfpondence,

Since this period, a printed letter, addreffed to me by the
fame refpectable gentleman, has been inferted in feveral public
prints ; the object of which is contained in the firft letter I re-
ceived (No. 1); and here givenas a companion to No, 3

But, however laudable the enquiry might have been, which
he fuggefted, and to which his diftinguithed chara@er might
feem to claim an anfwer; yet as I had fubfcribed my name to
falts, merely with a view to promote the adoption of them for
the improvement of horticulture, without any idea of exciting
controverfy, 1 did not think that his letter required, at that
time, any public reply ; as thofe fa&s on which my conviction
was founded were open to the inveftigation of every other pera
fon ; added to which, I had been informed that a literary gen-
tleman had propofed to accompany him to afcertain their vali.
dity, of which I ftill remain convinced, without meaning in
the leaft to interfere with or controvert the opinions of others,
I cannot, however, but wifh, that a perfon of T. A. Knight’s
influence and juftly high chara&er, would take the trouble ta
examine the facts upon which fo many other literary gentlemen
have founded their conviction, by which I prefume to think
he would be induced to draw fimilar conclufions,

Aware as I am that the fubje& now affumes a new and addia
tional intereft by the death of my excellent friend; and that
longer filence might be confidered by fome perfons as a dere-
liction of the faéts which that ingenious Horticulturit had
eftablithed ; and hence induce them no longer to purfue thofe
means of preferving and improving their fruit-trees, which his
Jong experience had fuggefted and alcertained ; 1 have been in-
duced to lay the correfpondence before the public on this fub-
Je&t, which muft appear highly important in a national point of
view, when it is confidered that nearly half of our vegetable
diet depends upon horticulture ; and whoever increafos the
product of the foil, is a benefactor to mankind. And in this
rank ftood high the unaffuming and intelligent Forfyth ; whofe
inftrutions, if generally adopted, would render gardening not
only a pleafing, but likewife a profitable purfuit; and fortu-
nate it is for the community, that he lived to publith the moft
rational and extenfive fyftem of cultivating fruit-trees hitherto
known, and at an advanced age, witnefled the eftablithment of
the Horticultural Society of London, a favourite object in his
mind, and which, prior to its formation, he repeatedly intro-
duced in converfation with

JOHN COAKLEY LETTSOM.

Sambrook Court, September 10.

Az, Mag, Vi, 11, Uu
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To Dr. LETTSOM.

SIRr, Elton, near Ludlw.

I take the liberty to trouble you with the following propo-
fitions, in confequence of having juft feen an atteftation figned
by yourfelf and feven other profeflional gentlemen, that all the
aflertions publifhed by Mr. Forfyth ¢ contain nothing but the
truth,”

Mr. Foifyth aflerts (page 440), that wounds in oak-trees
can be cured by his comipoit, and fuch trees thereby ¢ rendered
as fit for the navy as though they had never been ujured.”

I offer you, orany of the gentlemen whofe fignatures follow
yours, to depofit two hundred guineas, as a bet, that neither
you, nor any of them can produce a fingle foet of timber re-
ftored after being once injured, to the itate aflerted by Mr.
For(yth.

Mr. Forfyth aflerts (p. 440), that he has reftored elm to the
moft luxuriant ftate of growth, of which ¢ nothing remained
but the bark.” If this have been done, it will appear ina
tranfverfe fection of the wood fubfequently formed in the once
hollow trunk.—I therefore offer you a fecond bet of one hun-
dred guineas, thatyou cannot produce fuch a tranfverfe fection.

Mr. Forfyth aflerts (page 466), that he has attually in his
poflefion parts of the trunk of a tree in which the new wood
has been made to incorporate with the old by his compoft, &c.
—1I offer you a third bet of one hundred guineas, that you .can-
not producea tranfverfe feCtion in which this incorporation has
taken place, though Mr. Forfyth afferts that he keeps fuch for
public infpection.

And I further offer youa bet of one hundred guineas, that
vou cannot produce any piece of oak orelm timber, «in which
Emyi'ul'facc that has been cut, broken, or decayed, has formed
an heart, or incorporation, to the width of a fingle inch, in
the manner afferted by Mr. Forfyth ; and L agree to fign a pe-
¢ition, jointly with you, to the Prefident of the Royal So-
ciety (as the moft proper perfon in this country, both from his
office and knowledge of the fubject), that he will appoint ar-
bitrators between us, As the fubje& is of vaft national im-
portance, there is little doubt but that he will comply. with our
requeft.

It will be neceffary for me to addrefs the prefent propofitions
to you through the public papers, in vindication of my own
charaller, which is evidently attacked in your letter, though
my name is not mentioned. Being, however, perfectly fatis-
fied that you, and the other gentlemen who figned the attef=
¢ation, were actuated only by honourable motives, and that

vou conceived yourfelf to be fupporting the caufe of an honeft
man, I addrefs myfelf firft to you in a private letter; requeft-
ing that you will examine M. For/yth and his fuppofed difco-

=
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veries; and call upon him for fuch proofs as he can readily ad-
duce, if his difcoveries have really been made. Should you
then find you have been impofed upon, I truft you will come
forward to fay you have been deceived, without waiting an at=
tack from me through the public papers. For, though any let=
ters I may be under the neceflity of addrefling to- you, {hall be
written with all poffible delicacy and refpect, fuch contefl, if
you have the wrong fide to defend, cannot but be unpleafant to
you. I therefore {hall wait till I receive your an{wer, 'n'hit?}
I requeft as foon as convenient, and before the 15th inft. |
truft to your candour and charader, that you will difcounte=-
nance all quibble and evafion, fhould fuch be attempted on the
part of Mr. Forfyth. I am, Sir, with relpe&, yours, &c.
Tuaos. AND. KNIGHT.
P. S, I will immediately fix a day for coming to town, as
foon as I know my propolitions are accepted ; but, before you
accept them, I requeit you to perufe No. 47 of Dr. Anderfon’s
Recreations, and his Quibbles about the meaning of his, in
Me. Forfyth’s afertions, in the appendix to his Patent Vinevery.

To T.A. KNIGHT.
SiRr, Londan, Fune 7, 1804.

I have juft received thy letter, without date, containing va-
rious propofitions for a procefls of gaming, or challenges to bett
or lay wagers, in order to determine certain doubts in Natural
Hiftory, publifbed by William Forfyth, Efq. and fantioned
by my fignature, and that of {everal {cientific gentlemen ; and,
at the fame time, recommending that the Prefident of the Royal
Society fhould held the ftakes.

T his propofed mode of afcertaining falts does not appear either
delicate or reafonable. Many an ingenious and well-informed
perfon may not be in a capacity to depofit large fums of money ;
nor is it philofophical to make fuch depofit the criterion of
truth, which fhould be fupported by experimental fa&s alone.
A conviétion from the facts produced by W, Forf(yth, induced
me to give my fignature as a collateral mean of confirming
them, and of promoting inquiries for their further illuftration,
without any view of entering into difputation. T'o avoid
which, if doubt remains as to thefe aflumed fats, it appears to

1¢ becoming the character of a fcientific gentleman, to exa-
mine the proofs from which thofe facts were deduced, prior to
any procefs of determining their validity by pecuniary depofits ;
and I believe that this medium of information is open to every
perfon who choofes to avail himfelf of it; at leaft it is {o inu-

mated to
Joun CoakrLEYy LETTSOM.

Uu2
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To Dr. LETTSOM.
Sir, Elton, Fune 19, 1804.

The motives which induce me to addrefs a fecond letter
(privately) to you, will, I truft, ferve as an apology for the
trouble it gives you. It is my wifh to bring the point in dif=
pute between us before the public, in the way leaft offenfive to
your feelings, and to thofe of the gentlemen whofe fignatures
follow yours; and therefore I fend you a copy of the letter
which T have ordered to be inferted in the public papers next
Monday ; but, if you wifh it not to appear, and are defirous to
propofe fome other method by which the aflerted difcoveries of
Mr. Forfyth may be firft examined again, I have given direc-
tions to the perfons in whofe hands my advertifement is placed
(J. Woodward, Bull’s-head-court, Newgate-ftreet ), to obey
any orders that he may receive from you in the mean time, and
till I come to town, where I propofe being before the end of
that week. If the propofed advertifement be fupprefled, 1 fhall
expeét to receive a line addrefled to me at Whitehall.

Your letter acquaints me with a circumftance with which I
was not previoufly acquainted, or I fhould not have propofed
to you a depofition of money in fupport of our affertions ; and
T agree with you that fuch is not the moft rational way of pro-
ceeding to remove philofophical doubts; but you muft allow
me to add, that your atteftation has no relation to doubts of
zny kind : but pofitively afferts, from the refult of your own
a&tual knowledge and obfervation, that no grounds for doubt
whatever exift, and that all Mr. F.’s extravagant aflertions
¢ contain nothing more than the truth.” Surely this is not the
beft way of ¢ promoting enquiries for further illuftration.”

I believe, Sir, that I did not propofe that the Prefident of
the Royal Society fhould become a holder of ftakes between us.
I propofed that he fhould appoint perfons to decide on  a que-
ftion of vaft national importance;” any property depending on
that decifion being placed in other hands, and refpecting which
neither he, nor the perfons appointed as arbitrators by him,
could have, of courfe, any concern whatever.

There is an angry tone of irritation pervades the whole of
your letter, which I do not conceive any thing in mine juftly
to excite ; and which, I truft, will not appear in any future
private and public correfpondence whreh may take place be-
tween us. I he language of ridicule and invective will not
anfwer any gocd purpofe, and is eafily afflumed by either of
us ; and knowing that you, and the refpectable characters whofe
fignatures are joined with yours, have been molt egregioufly
deceived, I know that fuch language would be ufed with moft
effe on my fide of the queftion ; but it is my fincere wifh to
treat them and you with civility and refpect, Y our obedient
fervant, ’ Tras. A¥D, KNIGHT,
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Sir, To Dr. LETTSOM.

T addrefs the following letter to you in confequence of having
juft feen an atteftation figned by you and 1ﬁ:veral other ger[tle-
men, declaring that the whole of the aflertions of Mr. For-
fyth, refpecting the effects of his compofition, « contain no-
thing but the truth.”

Mr. Forfyth afferts (page 440, 3d edition), that ‘wounds in
oak trees can be cured by his compotition, and fuch trees thereby
¢« rendered as fit for the navy as though they had never been
injured.” He afferts (page 426) that in wounded clms, where
he cut away the decayed parts, ¢ the new wood is as com-
pletely united to the old as if it had been originaily formed
with the tree,” and that (p. 440) * he reflored elms, where
nothing remained but the trurk, to health and vigour.” He
alfo afferts (p. 466), that he filled up a large tree, which was
¢ hollow from top to bottom, with new found wood, which
has completely incorporated with what little of the old wood
remained ;”’ and that he has the tunber of this tree ready to
prove the faét he afferts.

I have, during feveral fucceffive years, examined the effects
of his compofition; and I have pledged my veracity to the pub-
lic, that the preceding affertions are totally untounded; and
you have attefted, that they ¢ contain nothing more than the
truth.” I therefore propofe to you, as the points in difpute
are of vaft national importance, that you call upon Mr. For-
fyth to produce parts of trees in which this aflerted reftoration,
union and incorporation of parts, has taken place; and that you
join me in a petition to the Prefident of the Royal Society,
that he will appoint proper perfons to examine fuch timber,
and report the refult of fuch examination. I beg leave to add
aflurances of my moft perfe&t conviftion, that you, and the
gentlemen who(e fignatures follow, were attuated by honour-
able motives only, in giving your atteftations to Mr. Forfyth,

““ To WM. ForsyTH, Efq.
¢ S1r, Rovar Garpens, KensincToN.
¢ As you had the goodnefs lately to give us an opportunity
of examining feveral trees in Kenfington Gardens, in the va-
rious ftages of renovation, or filling up with new wood ; and
as reports have been circulated, tending to difcredit the efficacy
of your procefs ;—We feel it an at of juftice, not only to you,
but to the country, which is deeply interefted in your difco-
veries, thus publicly to declare, that the ftatements you have
publifhed on the fubject contain nothing more than the truth.
) JOHN COAKLEY LETTS50M, M,D, F.R S. &c,
WILLIAM WOODVILLE, M. D.
JAMES SIMS, M. D,
WILLIAM MOQORRIS,
JOSEPH HART MYERS, M, D.
ASTLEY COOPER.
EDWARD COLEMAN,
H, N. WILLIS, F.R.S. &c.

a2
Bl o




T -

> oo e

= R £ e =
e s a

SR

e e

( =2334%) [Nov.

ON MERINO SHEEP.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine.

Sir,

:E‘Ul{ the moft part T fincerely {fubfcribe to the exordium of

your correfpondent Paftorius, No. 63, p. 228 ; and in
nothing more than to the well-merited eulogium of Sir Fobn
Sinclair. Britons, in fucceeding generations, will not ceafe
to venerate and be grateful to the memory of him, who, with
fingular energy, ability, and {uccefs, has devoted the beft part
of his life in promoting the deareft and moft important interefts
of his country, and of human fociety.

For myfelf, I pretend not to be indifferent to the honour
your correfpondent confers, by placing me on a liit which [
confider to be meft truly honourable ; fearful as I feel myfelf
¢that T 2m more indebted to his partiality than to any other cirs
cumitance. With refpe to a bill for general inclofure, it
would feem to be a meafure fo obvious, {o extiemely beneficial
in its confequences, and withal fo eafily praéticable without
trenching on the privileges of any clafs of individuals, that L
am willing to perfuade myfelf the legiflature will, at no dif=
tant period, be induced to pafs fuch a bill; a meafure {o ftrik-
ing and fo advantageous to the country in its prefent ftate of

increafing p()i).J];LLTUII, requiring only to be contemplated in
order to be adopted.

But as to commutation, or compenfation for tithes, Iin-
cline to think the difficulties are of a nature fomewhat more
ferious. It is certainly admitted, even by the beft informed
part of the clergy, that tithes operate as a very confiderable bar
to expenfive and permanent improvement in agriculture: bug
f#till the clergy are in legal poilefiion, and generaily, 1 think
it mav be faid, they exercife their right with a lenient hand.

It can {carcely be imagined, nor ought it to be detired, that

the clergy would rclinqui;h their right without a fair equiva=-
fent ; in fairnefs, perhaps, they ought to reccive fomewhat
more than are equivalent: Why ought they not, in fome fort,
to participate in the advantage which would be thus gained tq
the public in general ? How this is to be effected ta the mutual
fatisfaction of the parties I amat a lofs to determine, unlefs it
were that the cleray might be indemnified with the land pro-
rictor, and be entitled to a certain proportion of the current
tes onthe whole, a meafure of this nature ought not to be

tozether impraclticable, provided it were treated by men of

g )
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ability and liberal in mind, to be felected from the clergy on
the one [ide, and from the laity on the other ; for I cannot
think it to be legal, equitable, or reafonable, that either

party fhould diftate to the other.
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I was not prepared to notice fo pregnant an inftance of the
powef of i.;-u;:;.:.'.';--_- as that recorded by your correfpondent—
What, in Northumberland too! a c*mn-}’ famed for the adoj
tion of many valuable improvements in the bn nefs of aori-

culture ! 2 county on the veree of North Britain! than 'W]'ll{’

g
I guels no part of the kingd
ment. Y our correfpondent, i]r, intimates to you, trmt preju-
dice, armed with the ¢ keen” arrows of ¢ ridi !f > hath ac-
tually fo far pn:\-;ur.:w_l againft a g;cntlc:n":n uf extenfive prace
tice in Northumberland , your truly re fpeCtable correfpondent

lom is making more rapid improv c-

A. N. as to defeat lm intention of mx“‘h sating the merits of

a meafure of Jmpi'c:\-'{!mul!t, in its nature confidera dh' intereft-
ing, which h" was anxious to appreciate. = After this, fhall
ve be inclined to exult in the prolpect Lh'nt the forces of pre-

judice and miftaken intereft, are well nigh about to fubfide.

“Thefe checks to the i‘pirit of enquiry nccd not be reforted to =
I am one of thofe who conceive, that we are not too ardent
in the purfuit of 1':1]11'1.!1.’0111f‘nt but, on'the contrary, that we
are apt too {oon to :'-cl under a fond perfuafion of our having
attained to the € acme,” the r’jw'n' ultra of perfe@ion, terminat.
ing our career with fomething of this fort of exclamation : Shake-
:l,-e:i.-; is the moft valuable bull in the United ] ‘_1‘1"’(1{3111 Pot8o’s
r!.--3 fleetcft horfe in all Chriftendom, and Don the fi m,h waoola
led fheep in the whole world. That Shakefpeare might be fupe-
rior to another fpcciﬁcd bull, Pot8d’s to a fpeum,d horfe, and
Don toa fpecified fheep, would be probable enough; but hay

we had. opportunities of comparing 5[*.;1Lc"pt;1:’c with all the
bulls ir the kingdom, Pot8o’s with all the horfes in Chriften-

dom, or Don with all the theep in the world? The ficld is

iltﬂicicm]y fpacious for the principle of improvemen: continu-
ally to proceed; nay, but even for the fecurity of that we
already pofiefs, it behoves us never to lofe fight of the prin-
ciple. I fhall not attribute to pr c]uru e the p rtdrit:h on which

Paftorius profefles t6'have conecived for Leicefter fheep ; with

1 e

him they feem to be framed by the perfelt Hon;ﬂk:n 'mc of

beaut; I would only juft bu ]d..v(. to remark, that o
X J ) ar €p

cure, as he juftly 41\,» would give a decided preference to

i‘vIe:'ino fheep, and @il more to a well fed turtle, as more
nearly approximating to the true line of hcmg}f even
than a Leicefter fheep, to the general fymmetry, combini; 2

moft fmall head, fhort neck and legs, and throv wing off |1rt]

B

or mothing of of’rﬂ]; and yet'a Wi I'mn"' fhepherd, at firf
fight hr’h)!dm* this highly finifhed piece of pgrr'-_:;-ii,_;,n,, ¥ou ;_:

ft.ut as from a monfter greatly refembling a certain rl_-"-e{ia

which he never could loulc on but with a difgufl borderine
upon horror. ¢
In the communications of mine which you have alre ady had

the goodmi to infert in your very inte rLiunfr p'ihExCLtio1 the
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following obfervations, if I miftake not, may be noticed, that
Merino fheep in this country produce wool nothing inferior
to that imported from Spain.

T hat they produce wool in much greater quantity than any
fpecies of Britifh fheep, from equal quantities of pafture, or
other feed.

T'hat probably the temperature of Britain is more congenial
to the race of Merino fheep than Spain itfelf, to which they
are not fuppofed to be indigenous.

That far from the {lighteft appearance of detereoration, they
manifeft-indifputable evidence of general progreffive improve-
mement, more efpecially in the quality and value of the
fleece.

That they poflefs an aptitude to fatten at an early period,
and that the quality of the mutton is excellent.

That they refift the effets of cold inclement weather equal
at leaft to the hardieft of our native breed, being in fac¢t much
better defended with a clofer, heavier, and more impervious
covering.

That about one million individual fheep, or the one twen-
tieth part of the eftimated flocks of the ifland, would be fuffi-
cient fully to fupply the greateft demand of our fine clsth
manufallurers.

That probably a fingle crofs would confiderably increafe
the weight of the flecce in the offspring of our long-
wooled fheep, ftill retaining the fuitable ftaple as combing
wool.

And I cannot but flatter myfelf, that ever eflential point
will {tand uncontroverted—at leajt by faéls.

I have a confiderable degree of confidence in the candour
and judgment of Paftorius; and yet, I conjecture, he will not
eafily detach himfelf from his favourite breed of fheep. I
myfelf confider them to be more profitable than many of our
native breeds—perhaps inferior to others. I am willing to
attribute to the memory of the meritorious Bakewell, all the
praife to which he is entitled. I think he did the beft it was
soffible to do with the rough materials he had to work on,
[1ad his a&tive and difcriminating genius been employed on the
« flar-fided, ill foaped” Merinos, I doubt not he would have
been equally fuccefsful; for I have granted, that we have
ample fcope for amendment ; and this I confider to be an ad-
ditional article in their favour of no flight importance.

But fuch as they are, if any circumftance fhould induce
Paflorius to inftitute a trial, and to offer a liberal price, I
would furnifh him with a tup which fhould yield a fleece at
next fhear time ; that is, on the correfponding day with the
laft fhear, the fleece of which fhall produce three yards of broad
cloth, to be eftimated by competent manufa@turers at not lefs

3
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than twenty fhillings per yard, drapers price, or I will not
infift on a fingle thilling for the tup.

[n a former letter, I flightly adverted to the nature of my
Lord Somerville’s fheep-walk, and I perfuade myfelf that no
Yand agent of profeffional ability, would clafs it higher than
medium pafture: now it refults from the report of a moft re-
pectable committee of gentlemen exprefsly appointed, that his
Lordthip hath altually been enabled to ftock, in the propor-
tion of ten Merino fheep per acre of pafture, with turnips for
the winter; and in this fenfe I have never mentioned more
than ten head per acre, however Pracicus and Paftorius might
have mifapprehended me to ftate from fourteen to twenty
mouths per acre ; neverthelefs, I have land in my own occu-
pation on which, by way of experiment, 1 would readily
venture to pafture throughout the year complete, ten of my beft
Merino theep to be preferved in good ftore condition, or as
farmers term it, in a good folding ftate.

I fill continue to differ with Paftorius, who is of opinion,
that the extra fize of an animal has but little influence in the
extra confumption of food ; and, on the contrary, am of opi-
nion, that for the moft part, the larger the animal, the greater
the relative confumption of food; in other words, the lefs
profitable the confumption.

Mr. Arthur Young, in his Annals of Agriculture, Vol. 31.
p. 210. ftates that a Leicefter lamb, at the age of about feven
or eight months, had acquired ninety pound in weight, and
that in the fubfequent twenty months, during which time it
had been well finithed off with ol cake, &c. its whole weight
amounted to no more than 149lb. but according to the hypo-
thefis of your correfpondent, it ought to have been at leaft 2251b,
for eight months are to golb. as twenty months to 225lb. But
M. Young, in the fame experiment, further ftates, and I
thank him for bearing me out fo handfomely, that in conclu-
fion, the Merino fheep had gained 73 per cent. on the original
weight, and the Leicefter bg per cent. leaving a difference
of 8 per cent. in favour of Merino.

In another part of the experiment it refults, that the fupe-
riority of the South Down, by comparifon with the Leicefter,
Is very confpicuous ; its ultimate weight having been 152]b,
and that of the Leicefter 149 only ; whereas the original weight
of the latter was flated to have been 9olb. and that of the
South Down but 841b,

Thus it feems evident Jrom this experiment, that the con-
verfe of the opinion entertained by Pafttorius, is found to be
the fact ; and that the profitable confumption of food is eftabli(h-
ed to be in favour of the fmaller animal, both in the different
genus, and-in the progreflive advances in each of the fame
ipecies.

Ag. Mag, Vil. 11, X x
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I have often mentioned, however, and here I beg leave to
repeat, that an implicit confidence ought not to be placed in 2
folitary experiment, 50 experiments of a fimilar nature would
certainly lead to a much more fatisfaftory conclufion. I fincerely
wifh 50 fuch were accurately made and faithfully recorded : in
the mean time, I reft fatisfied on the candour of your correfpon-
dent, to allow, that even a fingle experiment attually conduct-
ed by a perfon of Mr. Young’s well earned celebrity, would
be of more fterling weight, and be confidered as a more
rational guide for praétice, than 50 expreflions of opinion
unconneéted with data, although thofe expreflions might be
uttered by 5o different perfons.

If it might be granted me to_exprefs an opinion, abftracted
from the confideration of Mr. Young’s experiment, as well as
fome others which might be adduced in confirmation, I have
long been of opinion, that in general, the more profitable
confumption of food would be on the fide of the fmaller
animal. And if I happen to be rather firm in this perfuafion,
yet not fo riveted, as not to be extremely anxious, that the
queftion, which of the two, were fairly and unequivocally
decided ? for I confider its clear decifion to be of no {mall

importance to the public, the more efpecially as I incline te
think the oppofite opinion too much predominates.

Paftorius, in fome part of his Jetter, comparing Leicefter
with Merino mutton, feems to be of opinion that the Newcaftle
keelmen would confider the latter to be no better than carrion.
I am not willing to detract from the merits of Leicefter mut-
ton, or from that refined difcrimination of tafte with which
the keelmen are faid to feaft on it. T hofe who know me,
know that my habits are far enough removed from the elegant
refinements of the epicure. But I know many who, fond of
good eating, give the molt decided preference to Merino
thutton. I will not fay by comparifon with Leicefter mutton,
but with the beft eftimated breeds in the country. I beg to
quote the words of one who with the qualifications of a good
eater, poflefies a thoufand others ftill more valuable. The
words 1 have under his M. 8. fignature: after remarking on the
fuperior profit of this breed, he fays, *¢ and thofe who Jaw and
« ate any part of the carcafes fold by the butcher Brooke, muft
<« gcknowledge the quality of fiefb and flaveur to be far Jfuperiar
<< toany other fort.”

My apology to Paftorius, for the curfory and defultory man-
ner in which 1 have glanced on his enquires, muit be, the more
immediate preflure of other avocations 3 and this I dare flatter
myfelf, he will be induced to receive in good part; in €x-

change, I fhall be happy in future opportunities of anfwering
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his expeations with more perfet and fatisfaltory infor-
mation.

Bath, I remain, Sir, your obedient fervant,
Nowv, 13, 1804. NEHEMIAH BARTLEY.
e IR o

To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine,
S1R,

STNCE my laft of the 13th inftant, I am enabled to ftate

fome particulars refpeting a piece of navy blue-broad
cloth, from fifteen fleeces of wool, the growth of laft year,
and manufactured by a clothier of firft rate reputation, carrying
on the bufinefs at Tiverton, near Bath, the parith in which
the fheep are depaftured.

The wool was intended to have been afforted after the
method purfued with wool imported from Spain, i. ¢. into the
feveral divifions of ®, F, and T—but neglected.

The following is the report of the manufaéturer :

¢ Being in London at the time Mr. Bartley fent the wool
¢ to be manufactured, my people ufed the wool as fent, with-
““ out throwing out any of the coarfe, leaving the F and T
¢ with the R, which was certainly againft the piece of cloth
““ made from it; but I muft beg leave to fay, that the piece,
¢ as finifhed, will convince any perfon, that it is equal to
 any cloth in England : and with care and attention in zffort-
¢¢ ing the wool, it would feel letter than any piece of cloth
¢ I ever faw made from the firft Spanifh.”

(Signed) EBENEZER BROWNE,

P. S. ¢ My man faid, you wifth to know what I could fell
< it for per yard. I could get twenty-two fhillings per yard—
¢ cafh at {ix months.”

I know not precifely Mr. Browne’s charge for the fabrica-
tion, but I take it to be about feven thillings per yard.

From the preceding data, then the amount would ftand
thus :

33and 1-half yardsat22s, - - - - [£.36 17 o
Deduct charges at ditto at 75, - - - I

Balance La'28 0, 9 "6

Or 33s. 6d. per flcece ; much higher than any ftatement by
my Lord Somerville. :
I remain, Sir,
Batbh, Your obedient fervant,
Nov. 17, 1804, NEHEMIAH BARTLEY.

Xx 2
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To the Editor of the Agricultural Magazine,

ON THE PRODUCE OF THE HARVEST, CONSUMPTION
OF GRAIN, PRICES OF CATTLE, &c,
SIR, .

IF we give credit to newfpaper accounts, we have, within

the laft few months, reaped an amazingly productive crop of
corn in every county of Great Britain. The prices of that ne-
ceflary article, however, have advanced greatly, and we cannot,
therefore, be furprifed that fome diffatisfattion has been ex-
prefled at the apparent difcordance between the prices and pro-
duce, and that much anxicty fhould cxift in the public mind, as
to the real produce of the late harveft. Agricultural periodi-
cal works, will, of courfe, be read with a view of obtaining
the moft correét intelligence, and I ardently hope that your
numbers for December and January will contain ample infor-
mation from your Correfpondents in various parts of the king-
dom, on this interefting and important fubject. In Northum-
berland, and thofe parts of the counties of Durham, Berwick
and Roxburgh, which are contiguous to it, the wet weather
which prevailed in the firft and fecond weeks of Auguft, was
fucceeded by drought, which, with the exception of a few
moift days, continued till about the 2oth ult. ; the produce
of the ground has, therefore, been fecured in the moft per-
fect condition.—During September the weather was uncomn-
monly warm, and the grain was ripened and matured over a
oreater extent of country than we could have expected after fo
gery wet and late a Jpring. 'The quality of our wheat is in-
ferior to laft years produce ; but that of all other forts of grain
is good, and 1 beartily with I cauld fay the fame with refpect ta
the quantity ; that, however, I am apprehenfive, will fall very
confiderably below the produce of the crop of 1803, Probably
beans and peas, which were a very luxuriant crop, will prove
an exception, Upon our light lands and dry loams, we can
equal laft years bulk, but upon all other defcriptions of land
our crops were thin. From the trials which have been made
in thrething wheat for feed *, (which is generally the beit,)
there is realon to conclude, that about 84 fheaves will now
fcarcely yield, upon an average of the county, as much wheat
as was lalt year obtained from about 66 {heaves. The crops
in this quarter have not been materially injured by thofe dif-
cafes which are generally denominated blights and mildew, in
many fituations, however, numerous black and brown {pots
(called rufts) were difcernable on the firaw of the wheat,
which are confidered as the fure prefage of an indifferent yield-
ing crop. This, Mr, Editor, Is very different from the intel-
ligence you have received, from ¢ a devout and poetical fare

¢ Sec page 225, No. €62e
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mer ¥” relative to the crops of this country ; of the correftnefs
of my own account, however, I do not, at prefent, entertain
the fmalleft doubt. Upon fome farms, under garden-like cul-
ture, on the deep and fertile banks of the T'weed, and indeed
in many parts of the dry, well cultivated and f'mtml Ward of
Glendale, probably your correfpondent would fee fuch luxuri-
ant crops as would ¢ hold out to his enticipating mind, a fure
prefage of plenty and abundance.”  But if he had rullv con=
fidered the extreme wetnefs of the months of March, ‘April, and
May, and that three fourths of the tillage lands Uf Northuma
berland, are incumbent on a wet l'ubftr;uum, (or at leaft that
thofe foils in which clay greatly predominates, added to the wet
grounds, will be equal to this proportion of the whole), per-

haps he would have feen the impropriety of extending his ele-
gant defcription over an extenfive country. Here it may be

proper to ftate, that I do notconfider this gentlemanas a Nor-
thumberland farmer, but one from another diftrit, who in
travelling, has made a few curfory obfervations. W hether
thofe corrr_fpondents who have given you fuch favourable ac-
counts of the crops in feveral of the Southern counties, are of
the fame defcription, I cannot fay ; I cannot avoid rem: uk ng,

however, that my intelligence through private channels, is

=]
different from that in your Magazine; and I hope you will

parden me if I add, that you fhould be well affuréd of the
judgment and accuracy of obfervation, of thofe whofe infor-
mation you infert in your valuable pub]imtlon But I muit
beg to have it clearly underftood, that I do not, at prefent,
mean to accufe the laft mentloncd correfpondents of incorreét
intelligence, for it is poffible that their information may prove
perff,&ly right. Aumlttmsr, however, that it is fo, we fhould
paufe, ere we admit the truth of Wh‘lt is introduced into your
September nummr rehtwe to that pleafing and welcome of'lu..,
“ General Plenty.,” The ativity and fubtile manceuvres of
¢ General C;mp!’amr,” and ¢ General Remonfirance,” will
not be doubted ; I am very apprehenfive, however, that they
will not be able to drive the odious ¢ Cenival Scarcity” from
our territory, till they be firengthened by the never failing
confequence of propitious feafons—an abundant crop. For it
is pretty well afcertained that the produce of Great Britain,
even in the moft fruitful feafons, is not fufficient for
her confumption, andas there feems no doubt, among men who
are fully able to judge, that the deficiency, in fome of our
principal corn diftriéts, is very great; it will not, 1 prefume,
be contended that, becaufe the creps are pretty good, in feveral

* From the mmnunun ent of the feafon for fowing wheat, till about the mid-
dle of O&tober, the weather was ve ry favourable for mmmmlll the feed to the ground
in uctimh, L';L ftrong {oils, however, were too dry and clod ly.: + The quantity
fowa is great, as the weather was favourable in the latter end of the month,
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counties, grain will be plentiful throughout the country. The
deficiency in this county, and in Durham and Berwickihire,
I have already faid, will be very confiderable, and, ifl am not
mifinformed, it will be much greater in moft of Yorkfhire
and Lincolnfhire. I have alfo heard that the crops, particu-
larly thofe of wheat, are very unproduétive in feveral other
counties®. Now, when we have fo much reafon to appre-
hend that the produce of our crops will, upon the average of
the kingdom, fall confiderably below that of laft year, what is
the mofit proper courfe for the Editors of Periodical Works to
purfue? Should they contend that the crops are exuberant, or
that the earth has yielded her precious gifts in abundance, but
that by the artifices of farmers, corn dealers,and monopolizers,
whole avarice is infatiable, the confumers are opprefied by
enormous high prices; or fhould they fairly ftate that the laft
fpring was one , of the moft unfavourable in the memory of
the oldeft inhabitants of Britain, that fuch a feafon is highly
detrimental to cultivation and the growth of the crops on
ftrong and wet lands, that about three fourths of the tillage
Iands in the kingdom are of this defcription, and that, there-
fore, this year’s produce, will, probably, prove confiderably
lefs than that of an average crop ? !

To amufe the confumers of grain with hepes which, in all
probability, will prove fruitlefs, would, I think be highly im-
proper. Proofs of this may be adduced from the experience
we have gained within the laft fix years; and I have fo high
an opinion of the loyalty, peaceable difpofition, and refignation
of my countrymen, that I am fully perfuaded thofe difgraceful
and dangerous riots which occurred a few years ago, would
not have taken place, if the people had not been mifled by
artful mifreprefentations.

Suppofing, after all the unfavourable accounts which have
been circulated by the growers of corn in certain diftricts, that
the crops fhould prove, upon an average of the country, a
produtive one, the prefent evils to the confumers, will only
be of fhort duration, for, as it is certain that prices are formed
between the fupply and demand, they will foon be enabled to
purchafe at a lower rate, a rate rendered ftill more moderate by
the economy introduced in confequence of the prefent high
Pprices.

Very important advantages arife to this country from the li-
berty of the prefs ; we fuffer, however, occafionally, from its
licentioufnefs, and on no defcription of people does this fall
more unmercifully, in times of fcarcity, than on my brother
farmers and the dealers in corn.  In plentiful times, either

¥ Iam informed that in thefe counties fome fields have been {o much injured by
blight, &e. as to be fcarcely worth the expence of reaping,

4
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thefe men are not noticed at all, or they are admitted, by the
Editors of our Newfpapers, tobe the moft ufeful members of
the community. No f{ooner, however, does an unfavourable
feafon, and its confequences—unproduttive crops and high
prices—reverfe the {cene, than they are deemed the pefts of fo-
ciety. Can any thing be more unreafonable and unjuft than
this ? If any of thefe fapient editors could difcover the means
of rendering the crops as prolific in wet and adverfe, as in
propitious feafons, they would difcover what agriculturifts, from
the creation of the world till the prefent time, have fearched
for in vain; until fuch a difcovery be made, however, it is
incontrovertible that their fevere refle&tions on the cultivators
of the foil, are highly unjuft and injurious. Thofe confumers of
the produce of our lands who are, occafionally, candid enough
to admit that the hufbandman cannot controul the weather or
make the crops of grain as produétive in adverfe as in favour-
able feafons, cenfure the growers, in the fevereft terms, be-
caufe the advance of price is generally above the ratio of the
deficiency of produce. A few years ago, when it was belieyed
that the crop was one-fourth deficient, they contended that
the increafe of price fhould not exceed 25 per cent. aboye the
rate of ordinary years, and that inftead of being fatisfied with
this advance, *¢ the cruel and avaricious farmers,” obtained
prices far above that ratio, &c. their arguments were {peci-
ous and mifled a great majority of the inhabitants of this
country, and if the prefent crop thould prove deficient, fimilar
arguments will undoubtedly be urged to fhew the ¢ unbounded
avarice of farmers and corn-dealers,” and to expofe thofe moft
ufeful members of fociety to the reprobation and violence of
the populace; permit me, therefore, to inveftiocate this {ub-
ject with fome degree of precifion. From My own exnerience
and the accounts of feveral accurate hufbandnien, I am in-
clined to think that the annual confumption of farmers, for
fervants, feed corn, labouring animals, &c. &c. will, upon an
averageof the country,amountto nearly two-fifths of the produce
of their lands *, That confumption is, in almoft
fmall as circumftances will permit, and as it is . be fime in fearce
as in plentiful years, a crop one-fourth deficient, will enable far
mers to fell but little more than one=half of the ufual quantity
of grain; it is clear, therefore, that they cannot afford it ar
an advance of 25 per cent.

Corn being an article of the firft neceflity, there will, when
a fcarcity cxif’r:g, be a greater competition to poflefs 7¢, than ..y
other commodity, and this is the reafon why it fom
brings a price exceeding the ratio of the deficiency.,

all cafes, as

etimes
It cannot,

* On this fubject I fhall be glad to fee

the opipions of your accurate correfpone
dents.
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however, I think, be maintained, that in fuch cafes, thefe high
prices are detrimental to the interefls of the country, for, as
they caufe the utmoft frugality in the confumption, they have
a tendency to prevent the fcarcity from ending in famine. But
, for the fake of argument, that they do not premote
{ts of the country, will thofe men, who a few years
2go, Jagely endeavoured to encreafe the difcontent of the peo-
ple, contend that the farmer has no right to avail himfelf of
every opportunity to obtain as high a price for his corn, &c.
as the buyers will give, that his right to fell as high as be can
is not equal to that of the owners of fugar, tea, treacle, or
any other article, or that attempts to prevent his doing fo
have not increafed the evils they were intended to remedy ?

To fhew the danzer to which the country is expofed from
the mifreprefentations of the Editors of Newfpapers, I beg
leave to ftate a few circumftances which recently occurred,
but which may have efcaped the notice of fome of your readers.
After the heavy rains in Auguft laft had damaged the ecrops,
and retarded the harveft, the rife in the corn markets was im-
puted, in fome papers, to the pafling of"thc prefent bill for re-
gulating the importation and exportation of grain, though it
was clear, that if that meaiure had any effeét at all, it was
that of inducing the holders of foreign corn to hurry it to
market previous to the commencement of the new law, (the
15th of November.)

In June and July laft, when the above bill was pending in
Parliament, it was ftated in another Newfpaper, that it was
then improper and dangerous, to revife our corn laws and
make an experiment, becaufe, on all hands, the crop was al-
lowed to be deficient.  After the bill pafled, however, and an
had taken place, in confequence of wet weather,
we were informed, in the fame paper, that the public were al-
ready fuffering from the effe&s of the bill, which had raifed
corn to an enormous price iz the face of one of the greatefl crops
ever bebeld in Britain. Such contradittory {tatements leave
little doubt of their authors being more defirous of exciting
difcontent than of diffufing truth; and, if the prefent crop
{hould really prove deficient, (and the prefent ftate of the corn
markets corroborates the idea that it is fo,) we may expect to fee
torrents of the moft unqualified inve&ives poured forth againft
the cultivators of the foil and the dealers in grain. Every
caufe but the real one, will be affigned for the high price of
provifions. Foreftalling, mlonopol}f, war#, &e. &ec. will
again be advanced, in all the hideous forms which fertile brains

ive them, to account for the calamity.

fuppofing

the intere

advance of price

can g

will enable us to bring more foreign corn into the

# T am of opinion that the war
and confequently, it will, in fome degree,

country than we could otherwife obtain,

reduce the prices of provifions,
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The authors and defenders of the prefent corn bill will not
efcape cenfure, though it is evident that at prices confiderably
lower than thofe now obtained, it would not prevent the im-
portation of foreign grain. INo men in the country are more
unfit to form a juft opinion of our crops than the Editors of
Newspapers. T'hey know not the good from the indifferent,
and many of them could not even diftinguithacropofbarley from
one of wheator rye. The corre&nefs of their intelligence
may be judged of, by their ftatements during the late fevere
fcarcity, which they contended was artificzal, Buc if the
dearth’ was not rea/, how can they account for the con{umption
of the immenfe quantities of foreign grain imported into this
country in 1799, 1800, 1801 ? Notwithftanding thefe men’s
ignorance (in rural affairs) however, they confidently publith
opinions which have a moft mifchievous tendency, opinions
which greatly encreafe difcontent, forward the views of our
inveterate enemies, and which certainly do not reduce the
price of provifions, but, on the contrary, inflame the minds of
the multitude, and lead to the deftruction of great quantities
of human food. Government will; therefore, 1 hope, direct a
watchful eye towards them,

In moft parts of this diftrik the crops of Potatoes are abune
dant, and as the turnips, on our {trongeft turnip foils, have
greatly improved within the laft fix weeks, I may (afely fay,
we have one of the greateft crops of that ufeful 1oot we ever
poflefled. Notwithftanding this, however, and abundance of
grafs, our markets for cattle and fheep, have, this autumn,
been lower than thofe of laft year, by eight to ten per cent.
This may, in fome meafure, be accounted for, by the defici-
ency of ftraw. ~ Within the laft two or three weeks, the
prices of lean ftock have advanced a little. 1n Morpeth mar=
ket, prices of fat ftock were, laft week, as under :

Cattle, 6s. to 7s. 6d. per ftone of 14 Ib. finking the offal.

Sheep, 6s. to 6s. 7d. per do. do. do.

* Swine, §s. to 5s. 2d. per do.  do. do.

At Berwick, and in the northern parts of Northumberland,
Old wheatis now readily fold at 11s, to 115, 6d. per Win. bufh,

New do. at 9s. to 10s. 3d. per do.
Do. barley + at 5s. to §s, 3d. per do.
ye, at §s. to §s. 6d. per do.

Poland, or potatoe oats,  at 3s. 4d. to 3s. 6d. per do.

* Thefe animals having been reared in great numbers, pork will
avery plentiful article.

t This article is more fcarce than any other kind of grain, Owing to the low
prices of laft feafon, not above one -half of the ufual quantity of land was cultivated
ﬁ'n' lt '_The fame, I have been informed, has been obferved in almoft every other
diftriét in the kingdom, which tends to fhow that Lord Stanhope’s plan for en-
creafing tillage and the improvement of wafte lands, by reducing the prices ef orn,
would expofe us tothe miferies of dearth, or, perhaps, famine,

y

very likely continue
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Common oats, at 3s. to 3s. 2d. per Win. buth.
Beans and peas, at 5s. to 5s. 3d. per do.
Potatoes, at 1s. to 15. 8d. per do.

In Newcaftle and the Southern parts of the county, prices
of moft forts of grain are generally about fixpence per bufhel
higher than thofe above.

In moft parts of the diftriét, good turnips are worth from
five to fix pounds an acre.  Some have been cut to carry off
for cattle at fiom 6). 6s. to 7l. per acre.

Perhaps this letter is already too long, I muft beg, how-
ever, that you will permit me to make fome remarks on what
you have addrefled to me on the fubject of tythes, in the laft
page of your 61ft Number. This, I hope, you will the more
readily grant, when you confider that the greateft part of it is
intended to put the public on their guard againft mifreprefen-
tations relative to what I apprehend is an impending calamity,
and that in times of fcarcity, more than ordinary attention is
direCted to the removal of all obftructions to agricultural ame-
liorations.

In the above page you fay, “ our publication is not defigned
to promote reform either in Chuich or State. We call it a
work devoted to farmers and rural affairs, and to thefe ufeful
individuals, and their important occupations, we are deter-
mined, as much as poffible to confine it.” If you had not
conceived that I had miftaken the defign of your Magazine,
you would not have addrefied this mements to me ; and fome of
your readers will, probably, conclude that I have tranfmitted
you papers containing principles fimilar to thofe which have
brought odizm on moft of our political reformers, and thae

rou have refufed to infert them in your Agricultural Work * ;
for I think they will fearch in vain for {uch principles in any
of thofe you have done me the honour to publith. I have,
indeed, very warmly recommended fuch legiflative regulations
as would give to the clergy and lay impropriater, a certain
proportion of the prefent and future rents of land, in lieu of
the tenth of their produce ; I <annot, however, fee that
thefe regulations would alter, or endanger, the Government
either in Church or State, to which, [/ fslemnly declare, 1 am
not lefs attached than any man in the wide range of the Bri-
tith Empire. And, as the intention of your work is, profef-
fedly, to promote Agricultural Reform, or, in other words,
a change from worfe to better, I muft {till contend that the de-
fign of all my papers is perfectly confiftent with its chief fcope.

Perhaps the mode of fupporting the clergy by tithes, was
neceffary in early times, that neceffity, however, does not

now exift, and as it is incontrovertible that they operate as a

* On this point I hope you will do me juftice.
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great obftacle to improvement ia that art upon yhich mankind
depend for fuftenance, it appears to me abfurd in the extreme
to up[mi':: a commutation, efpecially when it is clear that fuch

hly advantageous not only to the pub-
lic, but to the land and tithe owners.

Tithes are, unqueftionably, ingludedin * rural affairs,” and
as Cifquifitions refpecting them, and the laws by which they
are colleted, are highly interelting to Farmers,” I muft re-
peat that I confider your publication as peculiarly fit for the
difcuffion of all matters relating not only to them, but to all
other regulations which have the {malleft tendency to prevent
the utmoft extention of our agriculture.

The laws for regulating the importation and exportation of
corn, the propriety of a general inclofure bill, &c. &c. have
been pretty frecly inveftigated in the pages of your mifcellany.
Thefe difcuffions are certainly as fa removed from pratical
agriculture, as thofe of tithes; yet you have exprefled no dif-
approbation ; and this is the more agreeabie to me, as I pur-
pofe to offer you fome papers as the poor’s laws, thoie for the
government of f{ervants in agriculture, the property alt as it
affets farmers, &c. &c.

I think you will not fay, that in my letter to you, I have neg-
le&ted the plough, the harrow, or the drill machine, or that
I have been fparing of my pen, ink and paper, in communi-
cating the remarks I have made in the field of induftry ; judg-
ing of the inclinations of others, however, by my own, | am
of opinion that if you confine your correfpondents to that field
and thefe implements, your work will neither be {o exhilarating
nor ufeful, as if you allowed greater fcope.

I am, Sir—Yours, &c.
AGRICOLA NORTHUMBRIENSIS.
November 13th, 1804.

a meafure would be hig

ON THE AGRICULTURE OF THE COUNTY OF
RUTLAND.
To the Editor sf' the Agricultural Magazine.
SIR,

h’ Y laft communication was on the Agriculture of the

county of Nottingham, The prefent paper will be
devoted to a province not very differently circuinftanced, but
although the {malleft in Fngland, by no means the laft in re-
lative importance. Rutlandihire is about fifteen miles in length,
and eleven in breath, and according to the table page, 117, of
your 6th Number, contains 200 fquare miles, 125,000 a.res,
16,856 inhabitants, or 82 to each {quare mile, Being almoft
exclufively applied to agriculture, its population is in courfe

Y y 2
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much lefs extenfive than in any of our manufaduring counties ;
however, the inhabitauts are fewer in number, in proportion
to the extent, in Cumberland, Lincolnfhire, 2and Warwick-
fhire. The county partakes of the general charaler of the
midland diftrits of England, which rife in gentle fertile hills,
without any boldnefs of character. The 8. S. E. parts have a
fhallow ftaple upon limeftone rock. There is fome cold wood-
land clay, and a large proportion of ftrong red land loam.
‘The red land, in general, is rich, and inclined to fand. The
under {tratum of the county is a blue clay. Notwithftanding
Rutland is the fmalleft county in its dimenfions, the farms
are, perhaps, larger than in moft others of thekingdom: 600
acres is an ordinary extent. Three fiiths, or nearly fo, of
this county, is in permanent grafs, and the remaining two-
fifths occalionally converted into arable and pafture land,
Half of this extent may be confidered good feeding land, but
the reft muft be afligned an inferior rank. The practice is, to
lay the land in very high ridges, and from a little mi{manage-
ment in the direction of the ploughing, itis not an uncommon
cale, that the furrows are in a very wet ftate, and the top dry
and burnt. This error has continued a very long period, until
it has grown into a cultom difhicult to fubdue. I'wo difad-
vantages [ may notice in this place, both of which may be at-
tributed to neglect. A great part of the countyis over-run
with ant-hills; which indicates a very flovenly ftate of agri-
culture. The want of ponds and water, although indolence
has confidered it a detriment from a natural caufe, is, in fact,
to be attributed to a deficiency in fkill and induftry, for no-
thing can be ealier, in almoft every fituation, by a little arti-
ficial contrivance, to obtain this important auxiliary of huf-
bandry. 'They are atientive enough, however, in preparing
a compoft from the ant-hills, but that isa poor return for the
ferious injury occafioned by fuffering thefe pernicious intruders
to generate on the foil. The practice of draining the ploughed
land does not generally prevail; thev, however, admit the
fhare to go a confiderable depth, which is the beft fubftitute
for draining, if it be done with care and regularity, It is
very ufual, in this county, to crop two or three times with
white corn, and then tc admit the land to return to pafture.
On the fubjeét of paiture, the following queftions natu-
rally fuggeft themfelves. What grafles are cultivated > What
fpecies of ftock is kept? Whether the breed of the province
can be improved ? Or whether experiments ought to be made on
a new race >—The anfwer to thefe enquiries will be given in
the following obfervations. On this matter, in Rutland and all
the neighbouring counties, we find, and we acknowledge with
pleafure and gratitude, the benefit which has been derived
from the enlightened and enterprifing fpirit of the late Mr.
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Bakewell, who has introduced a fyftem of improvement,
which, I truft, will never be forgotten, and will redound ex-
tenfively to private and public emolument. T welve or four-
teen years ago, a great number of fheep were kept in thefe
diftricts of the polled long wooled kind, they were permitted
to graze on the open ground, and little or no pains were taken
with the breed. It feemed very indifferent to the proprietors,
what race they promoted on their ground, on the Leicefter-
fhire fide, they took, indifcriminately, the produce of that
county, and to the eaft, the fpecies propagated in Lincoln-
fhire. In confequence of this difregard of the pedigree of
that valuable animal, rams were difpofed of at the low rate of
from two to hve guineas, and thefe were diftributed in proper
numbers through the flocks, without any of thofe confiderations
for the benefit of the progeny, which has been recently fo much
attended to throughout all the counties of the kingdom.
Lately, however, the contralted mercenary fpirit which led to
this praltice, has been countervailed, and fifty or an hundred
guineas have been given for the hire of a ram, and, at the
conclufion of the feafon, the liberal farmer has found himfelf
abundantly repaid, in the improved quality of his flocks.

But few cattle are reared in this county, confidering the ad-
vantages it offers to the grazing farmer: however, fome of
Bakewell’s long hornied, and of the 1)evon breed have been
introduced, and we have no doubt the hufbandman is now fuf-
ficiently perfuaded of the policy of the exchange. Irith and fmall
Scotch cattle are alfo in requeft; and theyareat this day preferred
to the Welch, the Shropthire, and the large Scotch breeds. The
Irifh have been much ameliorated by the bulls fent to that
Ifland in fuch numbers and of fuch valuable ftamina, by the
farmer I bave before named. After one fummer’s grafs, they
are fent to London to be difpofed of at Smithfield-market.
Some tolerably good black horfes are bred in this county.

I thall next confider to what extent they avail themfelves of
the affiftance of flooding for the improvement of the paftures.
Iirigation has been fo corretly underftood, and fo much re-
forted to in various counties, that it is with reluance I fee it
neglefted here. A very fmall proportion of land is artificially
watered in Rutiandfhire, and yet they have had frequent oppor-
tunities of obferving the advantageous effects of flooding, in
many extenfive diftrits adjacent to the rivers Welland, Ganft,
and Czlmofe. Perhaps a prejudice may have arifen againft
watering, from the numerous {wamps in the low grounds
from the fprings with which the hills abound, but, by proper
attention, and with a very inconfiderable expence, thefe {prings
might be converted to very ufeful purpofes. Drains, in proper
directions from the hills, might be cut according to the necef-
fity of the fituation, to the depth of four or fix feet; the

I
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marfhy ground would then be rendered firm and proﬂu Ve,
and, by proper chan nels of communication with thefe drains,
the prattice of irrig ctso could be adopted over a prodigious
imtau,, and not only the bad land might thus be converted
into good, but the vaiu 3 ground might be ;{:nl{iucd valtly
more exuberant.

1 have nothing deferving attention to remark, on any pecu-
liarity or fingular excellence in the {pecies of grain cultivated
in this part of England. 1 {hall, thcrcfnre, proceed to en-
quire a little into the rotation of crops, and the pra actice with
refpect to green produce, turnips, clmf::r., &c. and to what
extent thefe may be found to an{wer the purpofe of the hul-
bandman.

On the open arable land, they have ufually purfued the old
courfe of two crops, and then a fallow, but on thefe fituations

they haxe lately introduced fome turnips, which cnftom has
bu::. yund to be followed by gr-;;-'r .rj; antage.

in fomc: ground of this s defeription, they have the {ubfequent
rotation.

1. Fallow.

2. H:ti'l::)‘ with Broad Clover.

2. Clover Mown.

4. Fallow or Clov e, fed off by fheep.

.
. o 3
In very few places the practice. of hoeing prevails, with
i ¢ is to be lamented, that

any crop (:Xi‘.t’pii;ig tuUTnipa.
dnilu.-_ is little known, excepting among experimental farm-
ers, who purfue the bufinefs of the field, rather as a mean of
pubiic improvement, than with any immediate view to private
emolument. - If the new !'_“(, n of hufbandry were more
generally known, hoeing, which is ;:.Luulmc", neceffary to
exiftence, would be better underftoed, and tha. ")‘I\wllgl-.l-.'s ad-
vantages, which are derived from this pradtice, would be uni-
xL'ualn acknowledged. In the incl lofed arable the courfe is,

1. Turnips

2. Barley and Clover.

3. Clover Mown,

4. Wheat on the Clover ley.

On the limeflone foil, the rotation is, two crops and a
fallow. The wheat of this county is in confiderable repute.
T'he cultivation ni.' potatoes has been largely extended., It
will be feen byswhat 1 have obferved, that fummer fallows are
very general ; I wifh the farmers of that county to be aware
of the difadvantages they fuffer, from not promoting winter
fallows. It is an L.\L'_mn._. ary pr ‘_Jum;(.., which I have been
often under the necefiity of noticing, that the land is kept in a
drier *t:'.tc, and more adapted to the fpring feed, if it do no
undergo the autumnal pou'- ing. Thofe hufbandmen who
have had an opportunity of obferving the fuperior tilth in the
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tumnal ploughing is one of the molt valuable expedicnis in
s st -

griculture.
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But left I fhould extend this article to too great a length,
I thall, in my fubfequent remarks, confine m y felf to the mere
1 ;

reprefentation of the ffate of agriculture in the cou inty, or, at
i 1

eait, make very i;‘u‘; comments upon it.

L

I will next enquire, what is the rate of the wages and the

price of labour, Ln, tl '.t}.’ or by the piece?
S n > o e p thae wra
['he wages are h"'E‘r'r in the eaft than in the weftern part

of the counry. Some farmers engage their men from the be-
ginning of bay time to the end of the ftraw harveft. Women
are 1._46) {,mpun d in the bufinefs of the field, excepting in
the feafon of harveft, when they have 8d. to 10d. per dw
The wages of men in harveftare from 10 to 12s. per week with
beer. It boarded in hay time, from 6s. 6d. to 8s. 6d. From
the end of harveft to the end of O&tober 8s. to 10s. and from
that time to May 7s. to 8s. per week. From the latter month
to hay harveft 1s. additional p per week. 8l.co 10l. per
with board, to a competent ploughman, For piece work [
may flate, mowing grafs at 3s. peracre, clover 2s. lru;:.y 2s.
oats 2s. 6d. peafe 2s. reaping wheat 6s. 6d. hoeing tus rnips §s.
per acre ; threfhing wlc't 25. per quarter; bmcy 1s.- 6d.
oats 1s. beans 1s. f'j. peafe 1s. 3d.

I will now obferve on the ftate of the woods of the cou nty.

Oak is not much r: nﬁ,m in this part of the kingdom, and a

very fmall | ,)rnpmtm“, indeed, is fuited to the ufe of thc royal

navy. Thebeftp part is emp G-]L-d for the pl!lpt}f:‘\ of navi gation,

and for buildi nrw of various defcriptions, and a large dem: and
has of late been nﬁ.\.'aimpm by the extenfive canal works : the
worlt is, in courfe, ufed for gates, pofts, hurdles, and ‘a great
Vi |...;y of inferior }ur sofes. It has heen rec -ommended, th..s:
oaks might be beneficially cultivated in the corners of many of
the 1 lru:g,uﬂr fields of this county. With
which the wood obtains, it has undergone fuch rapid changes,
that it is not at all fafe, from year to year, to fix any deter-
mined eftimate of its value.

The price of provifions is deemed

I ed reafonable in this county,
Corn is frcncml'l y cheaper than in the :1::1;'-.&-1.1.' diftricts,

but

animal foud I find, bears the ordinary va fue with the nu gh-

bouriood, and is prr)imbh from one penny to twopence per
pound cheaper than in the London markets.

The condition of the roads is a fubject of particular import-

ance both for private and public accommod:

chial roads are not well man: aged ;

annum,

regard to the price

ttion, I ne [__"-‘.;_ﬁ-

ah“}' are, in general, raifed
too high, before the luperf}cml materials are laid upon it, and

the dut} of the pariihes, in this particular, is much mrrlr&eu.
“There is a want of llbf.luxf'} in xu_-ald to the u!m‘v of mate-
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rials for the roads among the different parochial eftablifhments,
with refpect to each other, and the public {furveyors never re-
fort to procure materials from the neighbouring diftricts, if the
fmalleft objectionis fuggefted by any of the great land proprie-
tors. While thefe obftructions are or every fide prefented, the
traveller is not aftonifhed at finding the roads much out of
repair.

On the ftate of the farm-houfes, the offices and tenements
with which they are provided, I have little to offer. The
dwellings of thg farmers are inconveniently fituated, being
moft of them in the aﬁ_}acent towns and villages, fo that the
hl..ibmdman, inftead of being in the centre of the little world
he governs, is removed from the immediate fcene of his cmplov
ment, and is often induced to fpend thofe hours in the club-
room, which would be devoted much more prudently to the
adjufiment of his accounts, and to an attendance on his do-
meftic duties.

Farms are ufually let from year to year, and the covenants,
where leafes are granted, have received very little alteratiomn
for the laft century. Among the few new ones we find, firft,
that the farmer is to take only one white crop before a fallow:
fecondly, that the tenant, not living in the farm-houfe, is to
pay 10}, additional rent: thirdly, if the tenant do not keep
his fences in J'Lp'uil‘ after three months notice, the landlord
may enter and have remedy againft him for the expence of re-
pairing : fourthly, the tenant is not to mow the fame land,
two fucceflive years.

No manufaéture is carried o in any part of the county.

There are a few friendly focieties eftablifhed to fupply em-
ployment, to which the mdu;%ry of the young may be di-
rected, and to make pecuniary allowances under the attack of
dlﬁ.dh, and under the mhtmm of old age.

By the faéts I have (uppisrnl, and by ‘the few obfervations I
have OLL.mlO!hii]}’ made, it will be feen, that there is abundant
room for lm-am%nmui in the “fn.cultule of this county. It
will appear fu"prlun_-\ to fome of your readers, that this little
province, Laimblf_ of being converted into the garden of
England, and bordering on extenfive diftricts, where agricul-
ture is carried to a high degree of excell:.nce, has been fo
grievoufly neglected. lL is, however, but juftice to fay, that
a fpirit has-been raifed among the occupiers of the land, whe-
ther from fhame, from intereft, or from both, I will not de-
termine, that is ]1LLIV to refcue it from the difgrace to.which it
has been expofed, and that, I am-confident, will be not lefs
beneficial to the individual, than to the public.

I am, Sir, your’s, &c.

Nev. 10, 1804, CHOROGRAPHUS.
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BOTANICAL DISQUISITIONS.

OTANY, of all fcientific purfuits to my habits, is the
moft 11}tel{.i’c|11£_’ It unbends the mind, and relieves it
under oppreflion from the clamourand bufinefs of the wor Id, by
fupplying it with the moft pleafing and chearful ideas. The
vegetable productions of nature which are diftributed in her exu-
berant garden, invite our affeCions by the delicacy of their
form, bv the wr;ﬂv of their colours, by the h:hurx of their
organization, and by the leading fmd prominent features by
which they are diftingufhed. The more our curiofity is exe
cited, the more it is gratified, and the greater our diligence
in thL fearch, the more abundant the reward in the :thmﬁt;on.
The ]r:gnlltv of tafte is foon converted into the ardour of paf-
fion, and the ihonz emotions which are thus gcntrated,
are attended with no danger in their indulgence. The field
of nature, like the field of battle, poffefles its fhare of glory ;
but it is a glory which is derived from the almighty hand of
the divinity, and not which depends on the vices, the pre-
judices, and the infirmities of mankind.

It has been enquired, with fome {olicitude, by the lovers of
this fcience, whether it may be fairly clafled amongft thofe
purfuits whlch are moft beneficial to our fpecies? fome per-
fons have been difpoled to {mile at the enthufiafm of the illuf-
trious Tournefort when he fearched for the rare productions
of vegetation, fheltering himfelf in the caves of the Alps and
the Pyrenees, from the furious cataralts which foamed around
him. For myfelf, I had rather explore the Appenines with
de Tigny or Reaumur, than afcend them in hoftile array with
Hannibal or Napoleone,

Thofe who doubt the utility ofbotany, muft be unacquainted
with its important ufes, in fupplying food to man, and heal=
ing him under the multplicity of difeafes to w thh his feebie
frame is expofed. But many who are willing to acknowledge
the advantages derived from it in this particular, deem the
fyftem of claffification reforted to by modern naturalifts to be
puerile and frivolous. . In their ideas it is abfurd to detail the
peculiarities regarding plants in a book, when they may take
the original in all its native perfection from the hand of nature
every hour: to difpofe thele productions into their orders, gene-
ra, and {pecies, they fay, is to create a new language crowds
ed with a cumberfome parade of learning, without lug;rreihro
one new idea to the enquiring ftudent. We find ourfelves
daily indebted to the exertions of the profound obfervers of
nature for the removal of this error : a more accurate examin-
ation has convinced us, that the number of plants is almoft
infinite, that it is neceflary therefore to form them into fo-
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cieties, families, and individuals, in order to underftand the
principles of government adopted in this innocent, yet vaft and
magnificent republic. But independently of the facility thus
aftorded, this fynthetic method has led to the difcovery of fome
very beneficial refults, which by no other means could have
been afcertained. It has been even found, that lowers, analagous
in their external features, are often fimilar in their ufes, whether
applied to domeftic or pharmaceutic purpofes. Linnzus enter-
tained this opinion, but it muft be acknowledged, when that
extraordinary man laid the foundations of the fcience,it could ot
be fufficiently advanced to enable him to meet all the objections,
and to eftablifh his opinions on evidence inconteftible. Since
his time, however, Decandolle, has purfued this enquiry ; true
it is, that he has not been able to follow it through all its
extent: yet he has traced with accuracy certain fixed principles
applicable to the {ubjeét, and has carefully diftingeithed what-
ever is either doubtful or irrelevant.

Botanifts have adopted two methods to remove the difficulties
which muft arife, in feperating the individuals amid the vaft
chaos of the vegetable world, and the fyftems reforted to for this
purpofe, have received the name of claffification. For this
defign they have cither confidered a fingle part of the flower in
imitation of the two celebrated botanifts we have named,
Linnzus and Tournefort, or they have comprifed various parts,
or the general phyfiognomy which is adopted by Adanfon and
Juffien, and is practically employed in the botanic gardens at
Paris. In the latter fcheme, it is not fufficient to alcertain the
features of the flower, nor even the proportions of the fruit,
and the pofitions of the leaves, every circumftance and acci-
dent is taken into view, and the moft prominent diftin&ions are
recorded. Hence the fruit is more important on this fceme
than the corolla, and the corolla than the foliage.

Conformity in the exterior charafter, indicates a relation in
the interior organization, and this implies an analogy in its
qualities ; fo that the properties of one plant being known, we
may prefume that thofe which belong to the fame order, and
alfo to the fame genus, have fimilar properties.

If this rule had no exceptions, it would be fufficient, if we
knew the virtues of one plant, to be acquainted withwhat related
to the whole family. Unfortunately that is not the cafe, and al-
though the knowledge of the properties of one fpecies of plantmay
afford us. fome infight, we muft, notwithftanding, have recourfe
to experience to give us the certain refult. The batata,
which is nutritive, and the jalap, which is a ftrong cathartic,
belong to the fame genus. The potatoe and the melon‘are
of the fame genus, as are the daffodil, and the thorn apple.

" The objelts of M. Decandolle’s refearches have been, 1ft,
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to examine the different families of plants, to diftinguifh thofe
whofe properties are the fame in every fpecies, 2nd others whole
qualities are uncertain or coatrary ; 2d, to find the caufe of the
exceptions in the law of analogy, and the figns by which it is
indicated.

Incomparing the natural families with the properties of the
plants which compofe them, we find that, in 108 fpecies ef-
tablithed by botanifts, there are 23 whofe qualities are wholly
unknown, 15 where the law of analogy is probable, although
it is not fufficiently eftablifhed by experience: 19 where this
law is reftricted to certain gemera: 21 where 1t cxifts with
very few exceptions: 23 where the analogy is completely
prelerved, and only 7 wherein it is violated, or in other terms,
there are only 7 in 108 plants which contradi&t the law of
analogy.

It is certainly a great point gained to have diftinguithed in
which cafes it is right to judge by analogy, and where it muft
not be trufted ; but it was not lels important to feek
the caufe of the difference which ofien exifts between plants of
the fame genus; to examine if a plant do not poflefls more or
lefs the fame virtues, and if this property is not indicated by
figns eafily determined ! for this purpofe it is neceflary to
compare vegetables by their botanical, chemical,and anatomical
relations. M. Decandolle has treated this fubjek with much
judgment.

Among other obfervations which he makes, I f{hall give
the following, which appear to me the moft important.

ift, When we examine with relation to their properties,
plants which have a refemblance in their external form, we
muft not neglect to oblerve their internal analogy. In a
lemon, the rind, the pulp, and the feeds are all totally different
in their tafte, {mell and properties ; this is the cafe in a num-
ber of plants, in the fruit, the leaves, and the root. Of two
plants of the fame genus, oue is nutritive, the other is poifon-
ous ; the analogy may ftill exift, if in one the properties
named are in the root, where the juice is hidden, while in the
other, it is in the fruit and 1s cbvious,

2d. Plants of the fame family have ordinarily the fame quali-
ties, but thefe are more or lefs numerous, and vary in different
pr portions ; fome abound more in thefe qualities than others
of he fame kind. The like fpecies, wild or cultivated, com-
ing from different foils and climates, vary in their properties,
becaufe the culture and the climate either forward or reprefs
the developement of their qualities.

3d. In fome familics, plants feem to form 2 continued feries,
in others, they differ 1n many refpedts. * It is a general po-
fition, that the more or lefs refemblauce there 1s in their pro=
perties, the more or lefs are they of the fame {pecies. T'hus the
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356 Lift of Patents for Inventions, &c.

families of the graniculus and the lip-plants have lefs fimilarity
than the perfonata and the honeyfuckles.

ath. Although plants are difpofed by botanifts in an order very
nearly refembling that adopted by nature, yet it is poflible that cer-
tain, {pecies have notbeen fufficiently examined, and that in form=
ing the orders and the genera, enough notice has not been taken
of certain charaters, and that {everal {pecies would have been
differently placed. The progrefs that the followers of botany
are daily making towards a methodical plan, favours greatly
the pharmaceutic art.

By paying attention to thefe circumftances, and to the pre=~
cautions which ought at all times to accompany our decifions,
we fhall fuccefsfully arrive at fome general refults conducive to
praétical utility. :

s I e
LIST OF PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS.
1804. » ARKER CHIFNEY, of London, Gentleman

Sept. 14, for a compofition to be ufed in wafhing, in order
to render muflins and linens beautifully white, and for other
purpofes.
14, John Bywater, of the town and county of the town
of Nottingham ; for an improved method of clothing and un-
clothing the fails of windmills while in motion, provided they
are made after the Dutch manner, or as the generallity of
windmill-fails are conftructed ; by which the mill may be
clothed either in whole or in part in an ealy and expeditious
marner, by a few revolutions of the fails, whether they are
going faft or flow, leaving the {furface {mooth, even, and re=
gular in breadth, from top to bottom. And in like manner
the cloth, or any part thereof, may be rolled or folded up
to the whip at pleafire by machinery fimple and durable, that
ay be fixed up ina few days, at a comparatively eafly ex-
penfe, requiring very little alteration of any part of the mill,
and is equally applicable to any old {ails on the common con-
{truction, however warped or bofomed, without the neceflity
of having new cloths.
—— 14, John Gregory Hancock, of Birmingham, in the
county of Warwick, Die-engraver; for a method of forcing
or working the bolts of prefles or of engines ufed for the pur-
pole of cutting, prefling, and fqueezing of metals, horn, tore
toife-thell, lcather, paper, and other {ubftances.
— —21, Jofeph Huddart, of Highbury-Terrace, in the parifh
of iilington, in the county of Middlefex, Efquire; fora mode
or art of manufuéturing and fpinning yarn, differcnt from any
{fuch now in ule,
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The foMlowing STATEMENT is an accurate ExTraer of the
Price of the QUARTERN LOAF, WHEATEN BREAD, at
the Commencement and Conclufion of the feveral Mayoralties,
herein ftated, from the Year 1735 to Nov. gth, 1803, as entered
at the Town Clerk’s Ofiice, Guildhall.—The Price at the Com-
mencement of each Mayoralty shews the Price at the Conclufion
of the preceding Mayoralty.

Dates. Price of| Dates. Price of
Nov. g. Mayoralty. Q. Loaf.lNO\-'. 9. I Mayoralty. Q. Loaf.
1735 Willlams- - - 43 | 1770 Crolby - - - - 03
1736 Thompfom - - 5% |177t Nafh - - - - 7%
1737 Barnard - - - 53 |1772 Townfend - - - 8
1738 Perry - -« = - s5ili773 Buoll- - - - - 7%
1739 Salter- - - - 6 |1774 Wilkes - - - - 8
1740 Parfons* - - - 7% | 1775 Sawbridge - - - 6%
1741 Godfchall* - - ¢} | 1776 Hallifax - - - 6%
1742 Willmott - - - 4% | 1777 Efdaile - - - - 7%
743 Weftleyt - - - 4% | 1778 Plumbe- - - ‘- 6%
1744 Marfhall - - - 4% (1779 Kennette - - - &
1745 Hoare - - - 43 |[1780 Lewes - - - - 7%
1746 Benn - - - -+ 311178 Plomer - - - - 7
1747 -Ladbreke- - - g 11782 Newnham - - - 8%
1748 Calvert - - - 6 |1783 Peckham - - - 7%
1749 Penmant* - - - I 11784 Clarke - - - - 7%
1750 Cockayne - - g% |178¢ Wright- - - - 6%
1751  Winterbottom* - 6 |1786 Sainfbury - - - 6
1752 Gafcoyne- - -~ 51 |1787 Burnell - - - - 6%
1753 Ironfide*- ~ "= 6" |1788 Gill - - - - -6k
1754 Janflen - - = 5 1789 Pickett - - - - 4L
3755 “Bethell - - - & 17go Boydell - = - . #7&
1756 Dickenfont - - 7! 1791 Hopkins - - - 6}
1757 Afgill- - - - 7f11792 Sanderfon - - - 7L
1758 Glyon- - - - 6 |1793 Le Mefurier - = 7}
1759 Chitty - - - 5 |1794 Skinner- - - - 71
1760 Blackifton - - 5} |17¢5 Curtist - - - - 12}
1761 Fludyer - - - 41 {1796 Watfon- - - . 81
176z Beckford - - - 5l 11797 Anderfon - - _ ¢
X203 "Brideen '= "< 5 w6 708 Glyn =T = TEeE B
1764 Stephenfon - - 61 |1799 Combe - - - _ y»
1765 Nelfon - - - 7 |180 Stainest - - - 174
J766 Kite - - - - 8 17801 ‘Eamer - = = . joi
RIOAE el * o e C=INBE Sl gRde  FRrica” o S e
1768 Turner - - = 6} | 1803 Perring- - - = 1o

1769 Beckford*- - - 6

* Died in their Mayoralties.

Parfons, fucceeded by Lambert, = 1740 | Winterbottom, -
Godichall, - - - Heathcote, 1741 Ironfide, = - - - Rawlinfon 1753
Pcm:ant“ = - = Beachtord, 1749 | Beckford, - - - 'I‘l"l_'ﬂ:]l.ick’ 1:*-69

+ Wellley, 1743, Bread two weeks at 4d. Quartern Loaf in this
Mayoralty. Dickenfon, 756, Bread four weeks at g2d. Quartern
Loaf in this Mayoralty. Curtis, 1795, five weeks at 1s. 3d. Quar-
tern Loaf in this Mayoralty, the Penny Loaf weighing 4 oz. 10dr
and Staines, 1800, four weeks at 1s, 101d. s . j

A Peck Loaf fhould weigh 171b. 6 0z. zdr.—A Half Peck, 8 Ib.

2 A.ﬂl]}'!?- - I}'SI

#1.0zZ, 1dre—A Quartern, 4 lb, 50z, 8dr.




CRITICAL CATALOGUE.

I. Tranfactions of the Linnaan Society. 7th Val. 4to.

"WfE are happy to find that the labours of this learned fociety
%} f1ill continue to be applied to afford new and important ma-
terials in the department of Natural Hiftory. We have fincerely
joined in the regret expreifed by one of ow correfpondents, that
this elfential branch of phylical knowledge ha- been fo much neg-
lected in this countryv, and we fhall be glad to diicern, by the exer-
tions of medern naturalifis, that it is «t laft ftly appreciated.
The work which we now {ubmit to the notice of our readers, 1s
embellifhed with plates, fome of them coloured, 1lluftrating the
different articles difcuffed. Thefe are introduced by the cha:ter
of the corporaticn, for the eftablifhment of which the royal patent
was granted on the 26th of March, 180z. A confiderable portion
of this volume is devoted to an hiftorical account of ‘i eftetealogical
Writers, and whatever may be the accuracy of thi: detail, we
certainly confider it the leaft interefting part of the work. We
have fubjo.ned a few extraéts, which, we conceive, will be greatly
acceptable to the curious reader.

A defeription of the Bos Frontalis, a nexw fpecies from India. By Aylmer

Bourke Lambert, ¥. R.S. V.P.L.S.

Read March 2d and May 41h, 1802,

Bos FronTaLis,—Bos nigro—czrulefcens, fafcia frontali grifead,
cornihus craflis, remotis brevibus, cauda fubnuda gracili afpice
pilofa.

Tap. IV.—Obs vellus molle. Juba nulla. Labium inferius,
afpice album pilis hispidis fetofum. Fafcia frontis pluinbea bafes
cornuum includens. Cornua pallida.

I received from Sir Jofeph Panks the firft information of this
fpecies, which lately arrived from India, having been fent by the
irquis of Wellefley to David Scott, Efq. and 1snow in the pof-
0 of Mr. Brookes, in the New Road, where I faw it. It 18
probably a native of the mountainous parts of that country, and
zppears perfedtly new. In that excellent work of General Zoo-
logy, lately pub ithed by Dr. Shaw, which contains more {pecies
and beter arranged than any work extant, it is not mentioned.
i is to be between two and three years old, very
ve. A cow of thefams {pecies was coming over
in the pafiage. This is all we can learn, at pre-

{ent, r¢ latine to this animal.

soon after the drawing was taken the animal died, toall appear-
ance owing to the ch.nge of climate; a diffeétion of it was made
by Mr. Brookss, Suirgeon, in Blenhem-ftreet, who has been fo
kind a- to favour me with the following meafurements.

rom the top of the nofe to the end of the tail g feet 2 inches.
“of the fore foot to the top of the rifing

e

rom the ~'11.. of the hoof
of the bu.ck 4 feet 1 § inch,
The girthof thelargeft part of the abdomen § feet 7 inches,

4
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From the tip of the hoof of the hind leg to the higheft part of
the rump ¢ & feet.

From the top of the forehead to the end of tne nofe 1 foot g
inches.

Girth of the head over the angle of the jaws z feet 11 3 inches.

From the tip of one horn to the other 1 foot 8 & inches,

The length of the horn extern: ally 83 l. ches.

"The girth of the horn at it largeft pait 1 foot 1 inch.

In‘a letter with which I have been fav o._nu{ from George Haris,
Efq. refpetting this animal, he writes as follows:

“ Drar Sir,

¢ Thave before me your note with the drawing, which undoubt-
edly appears to me to be the figure of the ‘animal I mentioned to
have in my poffefion. Some parts of the drawing feem to be rather
too much enlarged, as the bafe of the hornsand the rifing between
the fore thoulders.

¢« The animal I deferibed to ymr MJ which I have kept and
reared thefe laft feven years, and ! Iw the'mame of the Gyall,
is a marive of the hillsto the ?\mm .,.AIL of the company’s province
of Chirtagong, in Bengal, inhabiting that range of hills 'which
{eparate it from the country of Arracan.

¢ The 'male Gyal is like our Bull'in fhape and a appearance, butl
conceive not quite fo tall, is of a blackith brown colour. The
horns thort, but thick and ftrong towards the bafe, round which,
and acrofs the frons, the hair is buthy and of a dirty white colour.
The cheft ‘and forehead dre broad and thick. He is naturally
very bold, and will defend himfelf ag: ainit any of the beafts iof
plﬂ-isr

““ The female differs a little in appearance. Her horns are not
q..llt"' {fo large and her make is {or newhat more flender : fhe i s very
quiet, is ufed for all purpofes of dairy, as alfo (I have been in-
formed by the natives) for tilling tiie ground, and is more traétable
than the buffaloe. 'The'milk%whichithele cows give hasa peculiar
richnefs in it, arifing, I'fhould conceive, from their mode of feed-
ing, which is always on the young fhoots and branches of trees in
preference to grafs.

<« I conftantly made it a pradice to allow them to range abroad
amonglt the hills and iunrrle\ at L,.n:*u.fmnn dur-nr the dw to
browf‘e, ak eeper attenc 11110 to prev ent thur t‘...h]n & iu far as to be
in dmgcr of lonng them. They do not thrive. in any part of
Bengal fo well as in the aforementioned p*ounce, and the adjoin-
ing one, Tipperat, where I believe the animal is alfo to be found.

l have heard of one inftance of a female Gyall brecdnm with
a common bull.

¢ I wifh it were.n my power to r'nfe you more particulars, byt
I am defcribing entirely from memory,

An fff'{ﬂranm of the Grafs called by Linnaus Cornucopia’ alopecuraides.
By James Edward Smith, M. D. F. R.S. P. L. 5.
SOMETIME between the publication of the {e cnni edition of
the Species Plantarum and that of the firtt Manti/fi Ja, Linnzus received
from Profeflor Arduino a fingle {pecimen of an Itah.u grafs of a
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moft extraordinary appearance, which the learned botanift who
fent 1t might poffibly form a new genus. The annexed figure
(Tab. xii fig. 1.) fhews the exat appearance of this original {pe-
cimen. Linnwus remarked its great refemblance to Alopecurus Pra-
tenfis, at the fame time noticing the inflated fheath of its upper
feaf, in which he found it to agree with fome {pecies of Phalaris.
Its moft firiking peculiarity, however, a membranous eup em-
bracing the lower part of the {pike, fo ftrongly accorded with the
genus cornucopiz, that Linnaus, without fcruple, fo determined
it, being doubtlefs well pleafed to add a reinforcementto that cele-
brated and uncommon genus, of which only one fpecies had before
been difcovered. Nor did he, in this determination, lofe fight of
his ufual accuracy. On a diffection of the flower he found the
corolla of one valve only as in cornucopiz, in which mark, indeed,
that genus agrees with alopecurus, being diftinguifhed from it, asin
alljother grafies, only by the funnel fhaped involucrum which'contains
the flowers. This part being curioufly and regularly notched in the
original cornucopi, and the flowers beardlefs, while, in the grafs
before us, the Aowers are awned and the involucrum nearly en=
tire, furnifhed Linnzus with fufficient fpecific diftinétions, while
the general habit and ftruure, even the inflated fheaths of the
leaves, evinced a gcneric affinity between the two plants. So great,
indeed, is this affinity, that but for the involucrum, the original
cornucopice cuculatum would be an alopecurus : for we have lately be-
come acquainted with fome fpecies of the latter, whofe flowers
more nearly agree with it in ftratture, than thofe which Linnzus
knew ; while the cornucopie alopecuroides turns out the very iden~
tical p#m’nri.: utriculata of Linnaus, which is itfelf a real m’a‘be‘mmr.

I have, in another place (Tour on the Continent, Vil. 2. p. 293)
mentioned, that Linnzas defcribed his Phalaris Utriculata from
without {eeing it, a circamftance which may excufe
his very erroneous fufpicion of its not being diftin& from phalaris
paradoxa, s well as his not finding it out to be an alopecurus, or
that the new grafs of Arduino was the very fame thing. Both
thefe difcoveries occurred to me at once, in examining phalaris
utriculata, for the purpofe of making out its full defcription for
the Flora Grzea. I found itin charaéter and habit a decided alo~
pecurus, and that fome new grafles, which Dr. Sidthorp, from
their affinity to phleum gerardi of Jaquin, had confidered as fpecies
of phleum, were to be referred to alspecurius alfo : even the phleum
gerardi, pe2rhaps, notwithftanding its having a fmall inner valve
to the corolla, ought, as the accurate Gerard {ufpetted to bc ar-
ranged under alopecurus. Having made this difcovery, the recollec-
cion of cornucopie alopecuroides came into mind. It had always been
an obfcure plant, known only by the Linnzan {pecimen, nor ever
found by any botanilt except Arduino. Sir Jofeph Banks had more
than once looked at the fpecimen with me. His penetrating judg-
ment fufpeéted fomething anomalous in 1t, and I was the more
ready to acquiefce in his {ufpicions, from the plant having been
found only once: but neither of us could recolle& to what it
really belonged, for on comparing it carefully with alopecurus pra=
genfis, to which Linnzns fays it 15 {o very like, they proved de-

other authors,
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cidedly diftin®.  On turning to the herbarium, while full of the
idea of phalaris utriculata, or rather as it muft now be called 4/-
pecurus utriculatus, 1 perceived, at once, that this wonderful cor-
nucoplz was no other than a ﬁngu]ar variety of that {pecies, cha-
ra&erifed by the cup or ruffle which unfolds the bafe of the {pike.
With great fatisfaction I perceived rudiments of this rufile on the
grofs in its ordinary ftate, though they had efcaped the oblerva-
tion of the accurate Scopali (Delicia Infubrice v. 1. t. 12.), and
the more exa Baver; and further obferved, that it does not, in
any inftance, run down into a fheath. Profeflor Ardruno’s fpecimen
would, at firft fight, induce one to fuppofe, but that the {tem 15,
in his fpecimen, much thicker than ufual, probably from the fame
caufe of monftrolity, which produced the dilated rufle. Indeed
in the true cornucopie, the notched cup does not form one common
cavity with its horn-like fupport, the latter being truly a flower
ftalk, fwelling upwards, hollow within, but clofed at the top;
where it bears the head of flowers and the notched involucrum.
Hence it appears how clofely cornucopie and alopecirus are really al-
lied ; and 1t may afford amufement, as well as inftruétion to the
fpeculative fyftematic botanift, to confider how far, in this or any
other inflance, the exiftence of fome ftrange peculiarity in the
parts of fruttification themfelves, which this of the cornucopie s
not, fhould lead him to form diftin& genera, when general ftruc-
tare and habit do not authorife his proceedings. On the other
hand, when other differences too flight, either feparately or collec-
tively, to form a charalter themfelves, fhow a real diftin&ion, we
mayreafonably exped, and fhould readilv feize fome technical cha-
rafter, by which we may define and flamp the newly difcovered
gf‘l'lllb.
Norwick, O&. 31, 1801.
(7o be continued.)

OLIVIER DE SERRES.

Olivier De Serres who was born in the year 1539, and died in
1689, was one of thofe eminent men of whom France may juftly
boalt. From the ufe he made of his genius for the benefit of his
country, not only admiration, but gratitude is due to his memory.

The writings of Olivier comprehend every branch of agriculture,
and are even now the befl that have appeared of his own nation on
this fubjet. He had a mind which was capable of feizing (he moft
important branches of art or fcience, and could difcover thejr
bounds almoft as foon as he had undertaken the inquiry. But we
will not anticipate the panegyric that the Editor has placed at the
beginning of the volume which we announce, and to which we
fhall afterward. advert.

The ed tion, of which this is the firft volume, is a tribate, which
the Society of Agriculture of the department of the Seine, has paid
to the firft of their writers on hufbandry. It is remarkable on ac-
count of the great number of enlightened men who have contributed
to enrich the work by their notes, explanations, and criticifims.

The National Convention, in the year 3, decreed (on a report of
Efchaffériaux, fen, which contained excellent views relpeting the
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agriculture of France), that Bernard de Paliffy, and Olivier de
Serres, had deferved well of their country, and that their bufts
fhould be placed in the hall of the Convention, The following
:(ter of the Interior, Benezech, ordered his agricultural
committee, conlifting of Cels, Gilbert, Harard, Villemorin, Teflier,
Parmentier, Rougier de Bergerie, and Dubois, to prepare a mew
edition of a Treatife on Agriculture, by Olivier de Serres. ¢ This
work,” fays the minifter, ¢ which is univerfally efteemed, and
which may be looked upon as a model for all the works on this
fubjeét, which have been publifhed fince, is the Treatife on Agri-
culture, by Olivier de Serres, written towards the clofe of the fix-
teenth century, and publifbed at the beginning of the feventeenth.
But it is now extremely fcarce. It would become you to publifh a
new edition under the aufpices of government, with fuch notes and
additions as you may think ufeful.”

Another minifler (who, like the preceding, was fincerely inte-
refted in the fubjeét of agriculture, hitherto too much negleéted,
Francois de Neufchiteau) encouraged this enterprife.

Among the papers at the end of the panegyric on Olivier de
Serres, is the extra&t of an order refpeéting the eftablifament of
agri'_ulcuml (ocieties, which contain fome very interefting articles
on this fubje&, and on which the edition and the panegyric are in
fome degree founded. The profpectus of this work was read at a

ublic fitting of the National Inftitute ; it contains the following
pafage. * Itisa religious duty to put within the reach of every
cultivator, the fyftems he ought to follow, and nothing conduces
more to this objeét, than the publication of the works of Olivier de
Serres.”

The Society of Agriculture of the department of the Seine, wilk
have the glory to accomplifh, what has been {fo well begun, and for
once it will not be true, that a ufeful and public fpirited idea has
not been abandoned for want of perfeverance for the accom plifh-
ment of it. The minifter of the interior has feconded the zeal of
this inftitution, and deferves to fhare the glory of its execution.
In thort, the refsectable lift of fubfcribers at the beginning cf the

volume, proves that every clafs of fociety throughout France, has
been fenfible of the value of this new edition., The erizinal work
does not need our praifes, but we think it ufeful and interefting to
give more in detail, the different fubjeds with which it is enriched,
we fhall therefore fubjoin a fketch of the work itfelf.
The eloge of Olivier de Serres, read at the fitting of the Agri-
cultural Society of the department of the Seine, the firft meeting,
by N. Francois Neufchateau, is the introdu@ion. This
{peech was to the (ame effe@ as that which he had given when he
was minifter in the year 7, when he was called upon as a member
of the Society. Thiscircumftance proves at leaft that the fubjeét
was {uited to the tafte of the orator. In fhort, he gave himfelf up
to that kind of enthufiaim, with which he generally writes  But
while he paffionately admires the hero of French agriculture, he
difeufles the fubje& as a biographer, and thinks like a philofopher.
He obferves judicioufly, that < the age of Lewis XIV. {o fertile in
wonders of every kind, far from having the advantage of the days

year, the Min
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of Auguftus, by witnefling the birth of the Georgics, is remarkable
for its indifference on the {ubjeét of agriculture. Hew deftitute was
that age of any taﬁF‘ for rural emplovmcnb; it was devoted to
luxury and giory, brilliant it is true, but far from being occupied
in hufbandry.”

Our own experience will convince us of the truth of the obfer-
vation, that military glory is moft dearly earned, and yields leaft
profit. I'ut the author has been aware that it was not fit for him
to fay every thing; it was neceffary to leave fomethin g to the ima-
gination of the reader, and although he was ready uno..f*h to be
more diffufe, he reflrained himfelf, lt‘a‘-inﬁ cvery one to extend or
fhorten his refleétions.

He endeavours to account for the negle& into which this work
of Serres had fallen, after having pafled throu gh nineteen or twenty
editions fince the firft which was dedicated to lit‘!ﬂ\ IV. in 1600 to
1675. Itis a problem that deferves fomne atrention. It feems won-
derful that a book which made fo much noife when it firft appeared,
and which had fo much fuccels for half a century; this book,
which according to Scaliger, Henry IV, always had brought after
dinner for three or four months together, ,.\:Id all at once have
fallen into fuch entire neglect. N. Franceis de Neufchdteau thinks
that Olivier was a proteftant, and his book experienced the pro-
{cription which took place at the reformation, ¢ When the ediét
of Nantes took place (fays h=) ihe licenfe was withdrawn from all
books which were compofed by the difciples of Calvin, and for
one century and a half the printers in C'TI]"(IIC countries did not
dare rapmduuc the Treatife on Agriculture.

This feems the true caufe, .u.d N. Francois de Neufchateau has
- properly rejected that which has been more generally :lledged, viz.
the unalual difiiculty of the ancient Im.gl.ige of Olivier de Serres,
who, as N. Francois de Neufchiteau obferves, *“is one of thofe
authors, whofe fimplicity and precifion has (aved from the wreck of
French works.”’

The author of the panegyric on Olivier de Serres, finifhed the
‘account of his hero, after having named the authors who have

done him homage : fuch as Linnxus, Haller, Arthur Young, &c.
he reprefents him as re-appearing with {plendor in the new edition,
that we announce, which 1s a national offerin

lhc moft brilliant title which Olivier de “-cnea poffefles in  his
ha aving introduced into I'rance the cultivation of my iIberry-trees and
of filk worms. This bc;an in the Tuileries. That part of the
°1rdLn now known by the name of the Ou.‘ﬂgn}, at the extremity
of the terrace des Fuetllans, was devoted to railing filk worms, and
tor the dwellings of thofe who had the care of them : and Olivier
de Serres, after the pl.m of llenrx, V.. made in the ga 1{1*. , which
now is the public walk, a nurfery contain 1:1;, 20,0e0 feet for whie
mulbcs ry trees. N. Francois de Neufchatean regrets,: not without
reafon, there being no infeription to recall this circumftance. He
propofes to plant in the garden of the Tuileries, a clump of mule
berry trees, and a marble mblet with the following infeription:

.LJ? 4(2‘
Du’au commencement du 17 7e feecle,

dous le regne de Hcmv IV,
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Et de Pordre expres de ce Prince,
20,000 miiriers blancs raj&mé!’é: et pi'drsz.r.

Par lcs foins @ Oliv.er de Serres
Donnerent le moyen de propager cet arbre utile,

Et d’elever les vers a foie
Dans Pheureux climat de la France.
En mémoire de quoi
Ce marbre eff érige,
Sous le Confulat de Bonaparte,

L'an«es+ v« de la République.

We think, with the author, that this monument would be far
preferable to the infignificant and frequently odious ftatues which
are intended as decorations to the public gardens. We are there-
fore inclined to fecond his wifh, which we think not only applies
to the ftatues of the ancient mythology, but even to thofe of the
Cafars.

This panegyric on Olivier de Serres is followed by an imitation
from the fame perfon, of the epiftle in latin verfe, addrefled to
Olivier de Serres in 1599, by Irancois Chalander, lieutenant-go-
vernor of Bas. Vivarais has written a poem of 400 verfes in praife
of this author. Another poetic epiftle of about 850 verfes is at the
end with feveral other latin, as well as French pieces on the {fame
{ubje&t.

The panegyric of N. Francois are followed by nine articles, viz,
1. An extraét from the hiftorical paperin praife of Olivier de Serres,
by M. Dorth{-n, who was rewarded b}' the Ro}'al Society Of Mont-
pelier. 2. An extra® from a plan of a decree prefented to the
National Convention by the Elder Efchafleriaux. 3. A letter from
the minifier of the interior, Bénézech, to the members who cem-
pofed the agricultural council of the government, to invite them
to give a new edition of the work of Olivier de Serres. 4. An ex-
tra¢t from an order of the minifter of the interior, Francois, review-
ing all that had been done for the encouragement of agriculture.
5. A profpe€us of the new edition by the order of the fociety of
acriculture of the Seine. 6. An account of Qlivier de Serres, by
C. La Boiffére, formerly advocate-general of the Parliament of
Grenoble. 7. Explanations of feveral paffages in the former ac-
count, by M. Francois. 8. An extratt from a letter of C. IFaujas,
profeflor of natural hiftory. g. Lift of the fubfcribers opened by
C. Cafarelli, prefeét of the department of 1’Ardéche, to ere&t a
m nume it to the menory of Olivier de Serres,

After thefe is added an hiftorical eflay, containing enquiries om
the ftate of agriculture in Europe, in the fixteenth century, by C.
Gregoire.

(To be continued.)

A ge:rcra? biffory of Quadrupeds. The fgures engraved on wood by 7.
Bewick, Newcafle-upon-Tyne, Hodfon, Beilby, &e.  Rayal 8wo.
5206 pages.

PERHAPS therefcan be few produétions more curious, intereft-
ing, or important in a work devoted to agriculture, at the prefent
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period, than thofe connected with the hiftory of quadrupeds.” On
this account, with particular pleafure, we notice the valuable
detail on this fubje@, given to the public, with the figures engraved
on wood, by T'. Bewick : and whatever may have been the dif-
regard of {yltem in this work, the conductors have not been pre-
vented from attending to the great divifions of quadrupeds fo ob-
vioufly marked out by the hand of nature, and fo clearly diftin-
guifhed, that the moft carelefs obferver cannot avoid being forcibly
ftruck with an agreement of parts in the outward appearance of
the different individuals of which it confifts.

The following obfervations on the improvement of the Englifh
horfe, will be found to deferve attention :—<¢ Confiderable improve-
ments have of late years been made in this kind of horfes, by Mr.
Bakewell, of Dithley, and others; who, by great ingenuity and
attention, have acquired fuch celebrity, that they frequently {ell
ftallions of their refpeftive breeds for two hundred guineas; or,
what is 2 more general pradtice, let them to hire by the feafon, for
forty, eighty, or perhaps an hundred guineas; and fome of them
cover at five guineas a mare. The form'of the black Lincolnfhire
horfe has, by their management, been materially altered :
The lung fore-end, Iong back, and long thick hairy legs, have
gradually contrated into a fhort thick carcafe, a fhort but upright
fore-end, and fhort clean legs; experience having at length proved,
that ftrength and a&ivity, rather than height and weight, are the
more effential properties of farm horfes.

¢ Another advantage pofleffed by thisimproved breed, is its hardi-
nefs, or thriving quality; its being able to carry fleth, or ftand
hard work, with comparatively little provender. This hardinefs
of conftitution, or natural propenfity to thriving, the Leicefter
breeders affert is hereditary in particular individual breeds or lines
of horfes. If this obfervation be juft, and that the feeding quality
can be obtained with any degree of certainty by management
in breeding, in this as well as other kinds of live ftock, it is a moft
interefting circumftance in the nature of domeftic animals.”

The following obfervations on fome peculiarities in the breed of
wild cattle, will alfo be interefting to our readers :---<“ When the
cows calve, they hide their calves for a week or ten days in fome
{equeftered fituation, and go and fuckle them two or three times a
day. If any perfon come near the calves, they clap their heads
clofe to the ground, and lie like a hare in form, to hide themfelves :
this is a proof of their native wildnefs, and is corroborated by the
following circumftance that happened to the writer of this narra-
tive, who found a hidden calf, two days old, very lean and very
weak :---On firoking its head, it got up, pawed twe or three times
like an old bull, bellowed very loud, flepped back a few fteps,
and bolted at his legs with all its force ; it then beganto paw
again, bellowed, flepped back, and bolted as before ; but knowing
its intention, and ftepping afide, it miffed him, fell, and was fo
very weak that it could not rife, though it made feveral efforts :
but it had done enough ; the whole herd were alarmed, and com-
ing to its refcue, obliged him to retire; for the dams will allow
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no perfon to touch their calves, without attacking them with im-
petuous ferocity. *

When any one happens to be wounded, or is grown weak and
fecble through age or licknefs, the reit of the herd fet upon ic, and
gore it to death.

‘Lhe weight of the Oxen is generally from feorty to fifty ftone
the four quarters; the cows about thirty, The beef is finely
marbled, and of excellcnt flavour.

Thole at Burton-Conftable, in the county of York, were all
deftroyed by a diftemper a few years fince. They varied flightly
from thofe at Chillingham, having black ears and muzzles, and
the tips of their tails ofjthe fame colour ; they were alfo much larger,
many of them weighing fixty-flone; probably owing te the rich-
nefs of the palturage in Holdernefs, but generally attributed to the
difference of kind between thofe with black and with red ears, the
former of which they ftudioufly endeavoured to preferve. The breed
which was at Drumlanrig, in Scotland had al{o black ears.”

The fubfequent remarks on the improvements in the Holftein, or
Dutch bull, muft be of importance to the farmer :—<< The firft, and
moft obvious, is beauty of form,—a principle which has been in
common applied to every f{pecies of domeftic cattle ; and, with
great feeming propriety, was fuppofed to form the bafis of every
kind of improvement; under an idea, that beauty of form and
utility were infeparable. But at prefent, a diftintion is made,
by men who have been long converfant in praétice, between a
ufeful fort and a fort that is merely handfome. Utility of form
is therefore the next general principle, and may be confidered as
arifing from a larger proportion of thofe part$ which are the motft
ufeful : thus, for inftance, all thofe parts which are deemed ¢ffa/, or
which bear an inferior price, fhould be fmall in proportion to
the better parts. A third principle of improvement, laid down by
breeders, eonfifts in the finenefs of the mufcular parts, or what is
termed fle/o.  But the great obje@ which engroffes the attention of
breeders at prefent, is the fattening quality, or a natural propenfity
in cattle to arrive at a ftate of fatnels at an early age, and in a
fthort fpace of time: and it appears, from obfervation, that beauty
and utility of form, the quality of the flefh, and its propenfity to
fatnefs, are principles confiftent with each other, are frequently
found united in the fame individual, and hereditary in particular
Lines or families of cattle.—In regard to the means of improvement,
it has long been an eftablifhed miaxim, that, to improve the breed,
it is neceflary to crofs it with others of an alien ftock, under an
opinion, that, continuing to breed from the fame line, weakens the
ftock. This idea, however rooted it may have been in the minds
of former praétitioners, 1§ now entirely fet afide by the modern
praftice of breeding, not from the fame line only, but from the
fame family : the fire and the daughter, the fon and the mother,
the brother and fifter, are now permitted to improve their own
kind. This pradtice is well known under the term of breeding,

# Tame Cows, in feafon, are frequently turned out amongft the Wild Cartle at
Chillingham, and admit the Bull. It is fomewhat extraordinary, that the calves
produced by this means are invariably of the fame colour with the wild brecd, (white,
with red eais) and retain a good deal of the fiercenefs of their fire,
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in-and-in; and, in this way, the improvement of the feveral breeds
has advanced rapidly to a height unknown before in any age or
nation.

The praétice of letting out bulls by the feafon has contributed
very materially towards the improvement of this valuable breed ;
as, by this means, one bull, inftead of being ufeful to his pro-
prictor only, may, in a few years, extend the benefits of his flock
i'.uough a whole diftri&t; and fo fully are the ftock-mafters con-
vinced of its advantages, that eighty guineas have been given for

the ufe of a bull for one feafen. Some bulls are in {uch efii-
mation, as to leap at the extraordinary price of five guineas a
cow : and it is, perhaps, a circumflance worth mentioning, that
Mr. Fowler, of Rollright, in Oxfordfhire, in 1789, for ten bull
calves, refufed five hundred guineas.”’*

Thefe ubfervations of theingenious author on the cheviot ram, can-
not be otherwifethan acceptable to the reader :—<< The befl breeds of
thefe fheep are to be found in the north-welt parts of the county of
Northumberland, and on the range of hills adjoining them in
Scotland, and are maintained (except when prevented by fnow)
folely from the natural produce of the grounds on which they
depafture, which, in general, are very mountainous, and confift of
ling, mofs, hather, deer-hair, and wire-bent, with a mixture of
green [ward. We can find no account from whence this valuable
breed originally {prung, which, as mountain fheep, are unrivalled,
as well on account of their carcafes and hardinefs, as from the
{uperior value of their wool, which is in the highe& eflimation for
cloathing, and fells from 2d to 2Zd. per pound higher than the
beft im the diftrict. The great demand that has been made for
this wool, added to the encouragement given by Sir John Sinclair,
(who, for a few years, bought confiderable numbers of thefe fheep,
which he took to the Highlands of Scotland, and now breeds them
upon the fame kind of heathy mountains as the original flock were
taken from) caufed an emulation amongft the breeders, which has
been productive of confiderable improvement in their flocks, both
in the wool and fore-quarter, in which they were generally de-
ficient. But as improvements in ftock can only be affected by flow
gradations, and as this improved breed is but of a few years
ftanding, it will probably be advantageous, not only to individuals
but to the public at large, to encourage exertions which, if for-
tunately fuccefsful, might place thefe fheep upon a level with thofe
produced upon well cultivated grounds, which might be other-
wife more advantageoufly employed for the ufe of the public.

““ Thus the difficulty of producing an improved breed for heath
pafture has, in a great meafure, been removed by the fkill and

* This valuable flock was fold off in March, 1791, at the following enormous
prices, viz.

Garrick, a five-year old bull, - 205 guineas,

Sultan, two yearsold, = - - 219
Wathington, two years old, - - 20§
Young Sultan, a yearling bull, 200
Two year ing bulls, - -~ = - 245
Brindled Beauty, acow, - - 260
Wathingron's mother in calf - 185

Some of the Rams fold as highas 6o
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attention of the Northumberland farmers, to whom we think the
community much indebted ; and we doubt not that, in the courfe
of a few years, this breed will become the parent ftock of all the
fheep bred for grazing on heathy, and what are called wafte,
grounds. They thrive on the moft fterile heaths, their wool is of
the moft defireable texture, they are eafily fattened, and their
whole conformation is fo properly fuited to niountainous pafture,
that we are fupprifed the breed has notalready been more generally
diffufed.”

We fhall here likewife introduce fome remarks on the Leicefter-
fhire improved breed :—¢ It feems to be generally agreed, that in
fheep, as well as in all other animals, there isa cerfain {ymmetry
or proportion of parts, which is belt adapted to the fize of each
particular animal; all thofe of each kind that exzeed or fall fhort
of this pitch, are more or lefs difproportioned, according to the
fize they attain; and in the degree they are advanced beyond this
line of perfection, we find them lefs aftive, weaker, and always
lefs able to endure hardthip. Thus, by felefling the hand(omeft
and beft proportioned of their kinds, the judicious breeder has
gradually arrived at a degree of perfe@on in improving this
animal, unknown at any former period.

<« The fuperior qualities of the Leicefterfhire breed are, that they
will feed quickly fat at almoft any age, even on indifferent paf-
tures, and carry the greateft quantity of mutton upon the fmalleft
bone. Their carcafes are round, have remarkably broad backs,
and fhort legs; and to fhew the immenfe weight to which they may
be fed, we give the meafurement of a ram of Mr. Bakewell’s men-
tioned by Young in his ¢ Eaftern Tour :’—at three years old, his
girt was five feet ten inches; height two feet five inches; breadth
over his fhoulders, one foot eleven inches and an half; breadth over
his ribs, one foot ten inches and an half; breadth over his hips,
one foot nine inches and an half.

<« The great importance of this breed of Sheep will beftbe fhewn,
by ftating the following fafts refpeling the modern practice of
letting out rams for hire by the feafon ; which from very {mall
beginnings, has already rifen to an aftonithing height; and 1is
likely, for fome time, to prove a copious fource of wealth to the
country at large. About forty years ago, Mr. Bakewell let out
rams at fixteen and feventeen fhillings a-piece ; and from that time,
the prices kept gradually rifing from one gainea to ten. But the
moft rapid increafe has taken place fince the year 1780. Four
hpndred guineas have been repeatedly given. Mr. Bakewell, in the
year 1789, made twelve hundred guineas by three rams;: two
thoufand of feven ; and, of his whole ftock, three thoufand guineas.
Aftonithing as this may appear, it is neverthelefsan undoubted fadt.”
But it ought to be obferved, that thefe great prices are not given
by graziers, for the purpofe of improving their grazing ftock :
but by principal breeders, in order to procure a ftock of rams of
the improved breed, which they let out again to breeders of an
inferior clafs. The prices given by graziers, for thefole purpofe
of getting grazing ftock, feldom exceed ten guineas, which is
confidered as an extraordinary price, five or fix guineas being moft
frequently given.”
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PROCEEDINGS OF AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES:

Peniftone Agricultural Meeting—DXYork/hire.
HE autumnal meeting of the Wortley Farmers C lub was held at
Peniftone, on Friday the 1g9th of October, when the following

premiums were adjudged : To
Mr. Thos. Eyre, f{enior, Woodlands, for the beft Peniftone L5

wether oft the mols, - - B - - R
Mr. Ronkfley, Hollow Meadows, the beft fat Peniftone

wether, - = - = 2 z
Mr. lhumn' Eyre, junior, Flafhoufe, do. do, ewe, -
Mr. Berks, Water Hall, do. do. polled wether, -
Mr. Thomas Parkin, ‘Nm tley, do. do. gelt ewe 4
Mr. George C]Hptmm, Peniftone, do. do. puilf:d ewe, hav-

ing fuckled a lamb, - - i -
Mr. lwnkl]'-y, the beft Peniftone r: 1m, P
I. A. S. Wortley, Efq. the belt pu]h.l ﬂlLJ!’]lﬂﬂ‘ ram, =
Mr. Hargreave, Gunthwaite, do. do. aged, - -
Mr. !‘Ih,, \Ilthp the befl tup lamb, Peniftone, -
Mr. Hague, Blackmoor, the belt do. do. polled, =
Mr. Woodcock, Wertley Forge, the beft milch cow long

horned, - - = & g
M. ]mm Eyre, T im:lllum do. do. fhort horned, .
Mr. Berks, the beit fat cow, - 5 3
Mr. James Eyre, the beft fat pig, - -
Mr, Thorpe, Banks, the beft fample of wheat, =
I A Sy \-\"ml!l y, Efq. do. do, oats, (potatoe) -
Mr. Kelly, Wortley, junior, do. uit.n barley, : 3
An additional premium, offered ar this meeting, for the beft

Peniftone ewe, having fuckled a lamb, was adjudged to

["li‘, II.'EIIII'.J, - - - - - I I
To Jjames Hague, fhepherd to Mr. Hague, of Blackmoor,

having railed 6r lambs from a flock of 67 Peniltone

o e e
eI

o M M o
[ B L O T O

R T
S R I B

ewe \ o5 - it = 1 I
To }uhn Simpfon, fhe p]u:r{ to Mr. Thorpe, Banks, hav ing
raifed r31 lambs from a flock-of 110 polled ewes, . I I

The meeting was moft relpectably attended, and feveral new mem-
bers were clected. The fhew, particularly of fheep and pigs, gave
wniverfal fatistattion.

From a laudable defire of promoting the objetts of the Society,
Jofias Verelft, Efq. and Mr. Fofter, of High Green, though rendered
in¢ ,:;.uhh- of Uht iining any premium, by the regulations of the Club,
gratified the company by (.\I'i'll:f!ﬂ" fome very capital {tock. It is
but jultice to Mr. ]i'IL\I to add, that he is indefatiecable in ad-
vancing the interefts of the W ml]ay club, nf:t\\.lhlt‘mdm-- a reftriction
mpuh.d upon him by the nJll"lllil IU"LIitIILJIl‘s b) nhuh trom the
acknowledged fuperiority o his ﬂu‘t_p flock, he 15 not Lu enter the
lift for two years from the dm_ of the mlhl.utluu.

Bbb
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The annual meeting of the Hereford Agricuitural Society, held on
Friday lafi, in that city, was uncommonly numerous and refpectable,
and the ﬂn?w of cattle and fheep, by far the fineft that has yet been
exhibited, The prem mm\ were adjudged as follows : for the beft
heifers, to J. Walwyn, Efg. of Hellens, and T. A. Kuight, Efq.
of Downton; for the befi pen of fheep, to Mr. Mofes }'m*.'.lrds, and
for the beft varicty of apple, to T. A, Knight, Efq. who generoufly
declined receiving it ; for plas nting the greateft qu: intity of quick, to
J. H. Apperly, 5 fq. The premiums for long {ervitude were awarded
to Jeremiah Bagley, of Allanfmoor, and T homas Euftace, of Prefton-
upon-Wye,

The three [no.ujhing‘; matches ordered by the Perth and Forfar-
fhire Agricultural Society, will take place as follews : The firft on
Mr. Kinnear’s farm of Inchmartin, on the 12th; the fecond on the
farm of Mr, George Richmond, parifh of Monedie, the 1g9th; and
the third on Capt. Laird’s eftate of Strathmartin, on the 26th of
November. To commence at nine o’clock forenoon. If the weather
fhall be fo unfavourable on any of thefe days as to prevent the
match proceeding, it will take ;hu on the day following, Premi-
ums will be given to the beft ploughmen; and bL]ﬂ" the firft plough-
ing matches m this part of the country, many competitors will (tart,
and a difplay of great fkill.and dexterity is expected.

Newark Agricultural Society,

A meeting of this Socicty was held on Tuelday the 16th day of
Oftober, when the ; remiuvms for ploughing, were adjudged as fol-
lows : —

To John Noon,- ferving man, to Mr, Richard Milward, (. s. d.

of Hexgreave Park - - - a 3 o ©
To Robert Pritchiter, ferving man to Mr. Henry Hug-

gins, of South Mu'hhdm - 2 2 @
To John Dawn, fervi ng boy to Mr. John Mlluard of

Hockerton = - - - - & G

The atter mentioned premiums are propefed for the enfuing year,
to perfons refiding in the county of Nottingham, or in the diftrict 25
miles round Heward, wviz.

For the beft fhort horned bull, not more than two years

and fix months old when thown. The owner to engage

to keep him in public ufe one year B = id 12 ®
In cafe the beft bull fhown fhould happen to be deemed,

in the opinion of the judges, not fufficiently good for

a {pecial recommendation to the public, as lLkely to

bring the breed to perfection - - E 3 3 @
For the beft long woolled tup hog = & . YLl |
Ior the next beit . - = & 348 (0

Carcafe both confidered.
¥or the beft fine woolled tup hog, wool and carcafe taken

together - - - - 3 3 @
No perfon to be cuhu ed from beingacandidate for thefe

premivms provided he engages to let the tup produced

to any refponfible perfon for the fum of ten guineas.

For the beft four ewe hogs, wool and carcafe confidered 5 5 @
For the four next beft 2 - - 8 3 ©
For the beft boar % o £ X 2 2 &
For the next beft i - - I 1 ©

The difterent cattle, a‘hup, &e. to be the property of the refpec-
tive claimants, and te be fhewn at the next fummer meeting, which
will be held at the Saracen’s Head, Southwell, on the firlt Tuefda
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in July, 1805: Liberty will bz allowed for the fleeces to be taken
off at any time after June, on condition of their being produced at
meeting, with a certificate figned by two refpettable nerghbours,
ferting forth the weight of the fieece, ds well as the day of clipping.
TO BE JUDGES OF THE BULLS AND BOARS.

William Sherbrook, Efg. John Brettle, Elg. and Mr. Richard

Welby.
T® BE JUDGES OF THE SHEEP.

Mr. Richard Milward, Mr. Edward Jones, and Mr. Gilbert

Maltby.
¢ SECOND CLASS.

To the perfons who fhall plough in the beft manner, with

two hories abreaft, half an acre of loamy ley-land for

wheat feed - - - £ -
To the beit ploughman - - - 3.3 ®
To the fecond belt - - - - 2 2 ®
To the third beft - - - 3 % B o
To the beft ploughboy under eighteen years of age - 1 11 6
To the fecond beit ~ - = . : I, a
To the third beft : z 5 - o010 6

The work to be undertakenon the day of the next OCtober meect.
ing, and to be comple within four hours and a half from ftarting,
or in fuch further nime as the judge may think proper to allow, ac-

cording to the condition of the ground, or in cafe of accident. The
boys to produce a ¢ ertificate of theirage,

Candidates for any other of the above premiums are required ta
give notice to the Secretary at leaft feven days before each meeting ;
and it is to be underftood that if the ftock produced, or the under.
taking does not appear in the opinion of the refpective judges to be
worthy of a prize, the premium will be withheld.

G. H. BARROW, Scc.
Southwell, O&. 20, 1804.
York Agricultural Society.

At the half yearly meeting of the York Society, held at the
Robinhood Inn, Caftlegate, on Monday, Auguft 13, Sir Wm. Mil.
ner, Bart. in the chair; Mr. George Addinell, of Tadcafter ; Mr.
George Hardwick, of Burton-houfe ; and Mr. Hodgfon, of Haxby,
were appointed judges of ftock, who gave in their decifion as fol-
lows, viz.

To W. B, Lund, for the beft three years old heifer - 3 3.0
To Mr. Kettlewell, for the {econd beft - 3 Z 2 @
To Mr. R. Treffett, for the beft two years old heifer 3 3 ©
To Mr. Edward Carter, for the fecond beft - - 2 20 O
To Mr. James Ward, for the beft fhearing tup, No. 2 s
To Mr. James Ward, for the fecond beft fhearling tup,

No. 3 : A i : S
To Mr. James Ward, for the beft two fhear tup, No. « 4y o
To Mr. R. Treffit, for the fecond beft two fhear tup,

No. 7. - - - = - 32 q
To Mr. Rebert Wiley, for the beft ten fhearing gimmers 3 3 o
To John Kilby, Efg. for the beft boar - - 2 o0 o
To John Birbeck, for the fecond ditte t L PO

The premium of ten guineas was voted to Mr. George Addinell
of Tadcafter, for his Moor farm (which he holds of the Earl of
Egremont) being in the beft ftate of cultivation, and on which the
beft courfe of cropping, together with the beft manner of converting
the {traw into imnure is praftifed, together with neatnefs of fences,

ditches, &c.
Bbb2
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Two guineas were alfo voted to Mr. Wm. Judfon, for a quicking
rake, which he exhibited.
FATRS,
So many fheep were never known at St. Simon and Jude fair, as
were expofed for fale here. ‘The quantity of neat cattle was pretty

confiderable too: Both went off readily. The fhew of horfes was
{mall, asufual, and commanded good prices.

At Horncaftle OQober fair there was a rersarkable fine {hew of
horfes : Prime cattle had a very brifk fale, and fetched high prices ;
but indifferent horfes hung on hand. There was the largeft fhew of
beafts and fheep on the fair morning ever remembered, both of which
were very heavy of fale,

At Newark All Saints fair, there wasa very large fhew of ftock
of every defcription. Good horfes met with aready fale. Horned
cattle fold at reduced prices.

At Leicefter fair there was a confiderable fhow of fheep and neat
cattle. Stock of every kind, good and ufeful, was ready fale, and
higher than expected. There was a larger quantity of cheefe than
has been known for fome years ;—price from 38s to 63s,

At Hereford fair, the fhew of cattle was one of the largeft ever
witnefled, and the number of prime beafts of the true Heretord
breed, was very great, and generally fpeaking, they averaged from
6d. to 7d. per Ib. The horfe fair exhibited but a finall number of
animals, and thofe of a very inferior fort, cood horfes met with a
quick fale, and fet¢hed high prices. Burter, of which there was a
large quantity, brought from ros. to 12s. per flene of 121b. Cheefe
averaged the two-meal, from 56s. to 68s. and beft making from 6os.
to 70s. per cwt. Upwards of 1700 pockets of hops were weighed
at the market fcales, the prices were from 3l. 10s. to 4l. and on Mon-
fome fold as high as ‘4l. 4s.

There was very little variation eithcr in the price or fhew of cattle,
fheep, &c. at Worcefter fair on Monday laft, from that of the pre-
ceding one, There was but an indifferent fupply of horfes, which
were principally of the draught kind.

At Salifbury Michaelmas fair, on Tuefday, a very large quantity
of cheefe was pitched and met a brifk fale ; old cheefe from 5os. to
to 76s. per cwt. ; befl ditto 88s. good new from szs. to 56s. inferior as
low as 3zos. The average price of good potatoes, 6s. 6d. per fack.
Onions were in great plenty, and fold remarkably cheap.

Winchefter Michaelmas fair was held on ‘."."L-:_inu{'da}', The thew of
theep was not fo great as on former occalions, and the ground was
foon cleared at very high prices. Bacon was alfo very dear. Cheefe
{feemed to be the only article which did not advance in price ; though
the quantity brouglit was by no means large, yet the dealers were not
eager to purchafe ; the prices in general were 3l. to 3l. 35. but fome
remaining unfold, the prices lowered the next morning. The horfes
were moftly of the cart kind, and thofe that were good very dear,
The ufual attendants at fairs were nort idle; feveral perfons loit their
puries, &c.

At Stow fair on-Wednefday fe’nnight, there was a very large fup-
ply of cheefe ; and beft making averaged about 3l. per cwt. There
was a fine fhew of both horfes and fheep ; the latter rather advanced
in price

At Bridgnorth fair on Monday and Tuefday laft, fat beafts fold from
6d. to 63d. per pound, finking the offal. Sheep at about the fame
prices. Good nag horfes fold at high prices; but ftrong wag-
gon colts and waggon horfes met with very dull fale, Salt butter
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per gawn of 121bs. fold from 11s. 6d. to 125. \“.'W meal cheefle from

{ g SN s i
sos. to n6s. per cwt. of 120lbs. : fine old ditto at 4l. 1es; A fhort
YOS, T ¥ H

fupply of both cheefe and butter. New !"'.'"’ 5 fu‘r’. from 70s. to 88s,
per cwt. Many of the licht fingered gentlemen attended the fair,
and met with fome fuccefs ; though one was unfortunate f'r.uu--'h to
be deteéted in picking the pocket of Mr. Bdward Giles, of L(dih].

near Bridgnorth, of ]‘,3.' po¢ 'a-\:." book, containing bills to. a Lunimun-
ble amount, and is fafely lodged in the prifonof that tcwn

The fair at Trevena, on F 111\1\ lait was, like all our other fairs
have Tately been, very dull.

The firft pitched market at l\‘a.ﬂ field, on Tuefday, was very

weil attended. “Phereswas a gicat demand for barley, and the wheat
nearly all l"nld. All the ordinaries were completely filled ; and a very
lars ge compu r of gentlemen, farmers, and dealers }mrm:_pk of the

u,).,d old ]*nul,“t fare in an excellent room at the King’s Arms, who
were 1|n.tmlumfn. of opinion that in a fhort time Marfhfield, frem its
central and convenient fituation, would become the largelt and molt
cemplete corn market in this p art of the cou 1try.

At Hexham fair, on Thurf{day laft, there were many lean beafls,
but little dcmar‘.d; few fat and high priced; fat f{wine were high,
but nambers ot lean, and pigs were never afked after.

Ayr, O, 18. ——_-\l the Iviichaelmas fair, this week, there was rather
a h.mt) fupply of cloth, but a pumber of purchafers. Prices from
a penny to twopence per \"u(i dearer, and not enough of cloth to an-
fwer the demand. ‘There was alfo a great number of horfes ; good
ones brought high pII\_L‘

At '\.m}uil '\l.LtI nmas fair on Wednefday laft, there was a full
market of cattle, fheep and lambs, but not many fat. Sale dull,
and many left unfold, Beef 65. to 7s. Mutton §s. to 6s. gd. per
ftone, finking offals. Wheat 6os, to 7o0s. per quarter, Rye 44s. to
46s. Barley 34s. to 34s. 8d. Oats 215, 4d. to 285. Peafe 44s.

On the 2d inftant, the fair of Tynemouth and North Shields was
well attended. At eleven eo'clock the Duke of Northumberland’s
bailiff, accompanied by a vaft concourfe of neighbouring gentlemen
and f.nmu- attended by the Dutche{s’s bag-piper, in proper uni-
form, proclaimed the fair inthe ufual way. ‘The fthow of fat cattle
was {mall, but being in high condition, they fold well. Milch cows
and fwine were Invn, the latter n11-‘1pudr*ail\ fo. Geod horfes went
off well, but inferior were unfaleable. The hiring of fervants, both
at Tynemouth and North Shields, was great, few
engaged.

On Wednefday laft, at Inchture corn market, wheat fold at 36s.
to 37s. Barley, 255. to 27s. 6d. There were fheep at the market
but few buyers. A ready fale for oats, barley and wheat

Tuefday there were 320 bolls of catmeal in Edinburgh market,
which fold from 1gs. to 20s. per boll. Retail prices per peck of
beft oatmeal, 1s. 3d. fecond 1s. 23d. There were alfo 60 bolls of
peafe and barley meal, which fold {from r12s. g¢d. t 155. per boll,
Retail prices per peck, 11d. to 1s.

At Newcatftle fair on Monday laft, there was a good fhow of horfes
the prime of which fold for uncommonly great prices
ket in general may be eftimated as dear. Fat cattle were rather low ;
Jean cattle and kylpes, high. Pigs very numerows and cheap. Calf
fkins from 2zs. 8d. to 2s. 10d. Backs from 2s. to 2s5. 1d. Hides
from 2s. to 2s, 1d, per pound.

At Longfr: Lm[ ngton fair, on the 25th there was a great thew of fheep
and black ¢ attle, which fold very quickly at ad vanced prices ; allo
a great number of young fwine, which fold well. Good horfes fold

gomng away
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and the mar-
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well, the meaner forts were low. Servants, not being many, got
good wages.

At Whitehaver, on Thurfday fe’nnight, a potatoe fialk was plucked,
to which were found attached ninety-three potatoes. T he orisinal was
raifed from the crabs of rednofed kidneysin 1799. The bed from
which this was taken had been planted only eight weeks,

At Lenton fair, there was a corfiderable number of neat cattle ex-
poled for fale, which in general commanded good prices, and weng
off T'!".:di[}".

Carmarthen fair exhibited a good fhew of cattle and horfes, many
of the former were fold, but at low prices, and all the cocod horfes
fold high. The pig fair was more numeroufly {upplied with thofe
ufeful animals than is within our recolleétion, nor was there ever
better thew of prime pigs, the fale however was extremely dull.

New Radnor fair, exhibited a very large fhew of cuattle, chiefly
ftores, which rather advanced in price, But fheep experienced a con-
fiderable red uétion,

At Sherborn fair, on Monday, there was a large fhew of beafts,
and a greater number of fheep than has been known fo many years,
The fale of bullocks was dull, and many were driven home un fold ;
theep fold brifkly, and prime lots fetched good prices, I here were
few horfes that were good, and the fale heavy.

At Rofs fair, on Thur(day, there was but an indifferent fhew of
either cattle, horfes, or fheep; and but few buyers attending, the
fale of each was extremely dull. But cheefe fold from 66s. to 725,
and fecond from s6s. to 60s. per cwt, Welfh butter 11s per ftone,

”
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At Chefter fair, on Wednefday, there was a very poor fhew of
horfes, which fold remarkably dear ; fuch a large fhew of horned
cattle, particularly lean ftock, was never witnetled, and they were
ncver known fo cheap ; fwine were alfo low; the gquantity of Irifh
linen was great, in the price of whicly there was no variation, except
in coarfe goods, which were unufually fearce and dear: of Man.
chetter and Scotch goods there was 4 {uperabundance and remarkably
cheap ; hops fold from 4l1. (o 41, 10s. per cwt,

Weyhill fair was as ufual meft nume roufly attended. Cattle and
all forts of horfes fold well. Cheefe fetched nearly as follows: Kalf
coward from 38s. to 45s. per cwt. ramell, or coward miik from 545.
to §7s. per ewt, A few prime lots fold the ffl day at from 6os,
to 63s. per cwt. Old cheefe from 8os. to 84s. per cwt. Many lots
of new cheefe went away unfolc

An unufually large numbe cattle and horfes were brought to
Swanfea fair, the fale of which was extremely heavy, and litele bu-
finefs was done. Wool was alfo in plenty, and the whole was bought
up at rather advanced prices. Lambs wool 13d, and long ditto 12d.
per lb,

At Hay fair, cheefe and butter were lower than laft year.

Llanelly fair on Monday, was more fully fupplied with cattle than
has been remembered this twenty years pait. “T'he prices were low,
fale dull, and above 300 head were drove off A bergevilly early in the
day. Lean beafts fetched a better price in proportion to fat. Few
ihecp were expofed for fale, and thofe of fmall and inferior kind, very
few exceeded the price of 10s, per head. ‘The horfes were chiefly ot
the inferior fort, for which few purchafers were found., Pigs were
in abundance ; thofe fit for flaughter were fold as low as two-pence
halfpenny, and threepence per pound, and great numbers were driven
away unfold.

At Brecon leather fair, there was a britk demand for leather, and
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prices rather advanced. Backs brought 2s. per pound, crop hides
2s. 1d, and Buffaloes 1s. 8d. to 1s. gd.

At Applefhaw fair, this week, the fupply of Dorfet and Somerfet
ewes was under the quantity of former years. There was about 4000
Dorfet, and 6ooo of the Somerfet breed. Forward ewes fetched on
E rld'ly nearly as high prices as at Winchefter Michaelmas fair, but
they declined toward the evening, and many remained unfold. —Wﬂt-
fhire, Ilmnpihnu., and South Down Jhm’p were fold on Saturday morn-
ing at lefs prices than they have fetched in general at the laft weft
country fairs, and the {dlL heavy. On Frida ay prime forward ewes
fetched 58s. per head ; middle “ditto 40s. and fome went as low as
285. On Saturday, South Devon ewes 40s. horn ewes 30s. and lambs
from 14s. to 22s. Whether the late cautions a wainft p|Ll~ pockets had
driven the thieves away, or they had better game in view we know
not ; but they did not "lLlL.L‘ their appearance.

At Bury butter and cheefe fair, there wasa {i mp]v more than qulJ.l
to what has been for feveral years. On the firlt and fecond day, prime
fickins produced §6s. and fome few to private families obtained s7s.
and even higher. On the laft day the fellers could not find buyers
fufficient at s4s. the fales being very dull and full. Three hundred
firkins were I'l]\( n back unfold. Common houfehold cheele was dull
of faleat any priee. There were but very few horfes, and but little
ftock of any kind in the fair, and being moftly of the ordinary fort,
fold heavily.

At Ipfwich cheefe and butter fair, laft week, the average price of
dairies was g6s. per firkin, and Suffolk cheefe from 48s. o sos. per
'n\.':u .

Ballinafloe fair, Ireland.® The clerk of the fair’s return of fheep
2t the late f{ales, was as follows

Sol i 78,728
Unfold 55501

Total in the Park 84,229

The horned cattle amounted to 21,614, which were all difpofed of
in one day.

There are a few peculiar circumftances ufually attendant on this
sreat cattle mart of Ballinafloe, not generally known. The various
flocks of fheep thus exhibited in I,U|1 Clancarty’s ]rul\, are very
tkilfully kept in their almoft numberle(s dt“ni{'ili‘t"llla, by the adroit
nefs of the feveral claffes of fhepherds with flicl ks, and without the
ufe of a fingle dog. All women, ui whatever rank, are profcribed
admiflion in either fair of (heep or cattle, on account of a difaftrous
occurrence many years Irtlt (both kinds of ftock being then exhibited

ogetherin thcp T ]\) from thea pr‘r“ wrance of fome red cloaks, atwhichthe
h iilocks became fo indignant, as it were by mutual antipathy, thart
they broke down a great .usgth of the park {flone w: "., : 'u' extending
their froat in this wild career, carried away other ‘es before lhz_.n
to the great damage of the LL!II[‘liI'\- for mil s, and very cor li”'cmu-
lofstothe pr opr ictorsof cattle. l he flocks of fheep alfo formed en mafz,
and followed their horned leade: From that period, if an unfortu-
tunate female ftray into the 1,.11 ke, a cry (we believe unk

known in
Arcadia) of w—rel aw—re! refounds from every quarter, until the
fair Oﬂ'c‘ldf" flies the field. £03

The fthepherds and attendants, ranged round the various flockson
this occafion, generally amount to from 12 to 1580 men. Nothing
can exceed the regularity of their conduét during i]'.:' :J'i:-:.ci.} of the
fair; but that being over, they feem to claim, as
infpiring libation of their favourite auvhiffey, anc
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confequence, a row! with thefe genial rites, the laft fair was thus
duly clofed. The fhepherds, who afembled at the feveral public
houfes through the Fair-ftreet,fin proportion as the; became awhifkied,
began brandifhing their fticks, impatient for the fignal of ;1‘1'fr;1)':
about five o’clock, one of the motit diftinguifhed of this tribe of Pan
{fallied forth into the middle of the ftreet, and exclaimed aloud;
¢ Blood and tunder, who dare fnaze ? [sneEzE.]} A knight of the
Irith fleece, no lefs valorous, inftantly threw himfelf in the front of
the challenger, and as loudly replied, “[Iam the lad to fnaze in your
tcerh!? Upon this, the ftreet was filled with uplifted {ticks, and-at
it chey fet, regardlefs of whom they ftruck, or by whom they were
fmitten: till having a good belly full of their favourite row, they left
off by akind of general confent, and retired to their refpective liquor
houfes, to heal their wounds with never failing whifkey. Fortu-
rred beyond the cuftomary returns of broken

nately, no accident occ
heads, and bloody nofe
At Eaft.Bourne fair, there was a very large fhew of fheep and lambs,

and fold at high prices. Ewes, efpe=

]

which were bought npquickly,
cially, were in great requeit.
mmber of Welch runts were expofed to fale at Steyn-

Anunufual
ing fair, as well as a great fhew of ftore hogs, and a great deal of bufi-
nefs was done, though the weather was extremely unpropitious and

unfavourable, the rain falling rents the whole day.

aftle fair, the fhew of cart horfes and nags was con-
Bealis were dull of fale, and

wands. For wheat, 100 or 1108,

At Rowlands ¢

1
1

:
fiderat :_'._-., but high prices were aiked

pigs were very heavy
per quarter were afked. Barley coming iIn fcantily, fells at a very
high price.” Oats are likewiic advanced. In peafe and beans not

much is done. 1 arket, the laft day, was dull for every fort of
grain, with little variation in price. The fupply was extremely
fhort.

At Chelmsford fair, there was butan indifferent thew of cattle and
fheep; vyet, notwithftanding the {mallnefs of the number, they were
lieavy of fale. A large quantity of horfes, among which were many
good ones, moftly of the cart kind, were exhibited, for which high
prices were demarded, but by far the greater part remained unfold.

At St. Faith’s fair, there was a very large {fupply of cheefe and
butter, which fold heavily at the tcll ywing prices. One meal cheefe
to houlekeepers {old trom al. to gl. 10s. and butter from 56s. to 6os.

. general prices given by the
butter, though on the fecond

.
more ge

7
But 61. 10s. to 6. 155. were the
fe, and s54s. to 5bs. Ior

tn

trade for chee
day fome was {old for lefs.
e ———CE TN N T

MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE.
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A rabbit was caught in the Duke of Ancafter’s park laft week,

that Lad a tooth in its upper jaw full an inch and a half lonz.
Remarkable circumflance.—YWe are affured there is, at the prefent

' near the nurfery of Mr. Haynes, at Oun-

advanced ttate of the year,
die, a craw’s neft with eggs or young birds in it.

It has been a remarkably fine fowing time, and moft of the wheat is
got in the ground: what is up locks very promifing. The turnips
have come on very rapidly with the ram, and will produce much more
keep than was at firfi expected. Fromthe corn that has been threfhed,
n the guantity produced. Wheat

we may calculate preity cex tainly o v
is in many places much injured by mildew, and will produce lefs than
the mildewed wheat of laft year ; and in the w hole a very confiderable
leficiency will be found. Barley 1s of good quality, but {hort in
quantity ; owing both &0 the litt

le land fowed, and the little yield
1
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per acre. OQats will be found an average crop.—Wheat averaged at
Mark-lane, on the 6th inftant, 71s. 1od.—and on the 13th, 74s. sd.
‘The prefent average ofall England is, wheat, 67s. 2d. rye, 39s. 4d.
barley, 34s. od. and oats, 25s. 2d.

Clover, when in full bloom, promifed an amazing crop; the refult
will be, that much will not pay for threfhing out the feed; the qua«
lity will be good. In Whitechapel market hay fetches front 3l. ta
3l. 10s. clover, 4l. to 51, 10s. and ftraw, 1l. 10s. to 1l. 16s.

In the groundsat Mirehoufe, near Kefwick, belonging to J. Sped.
ding, Efq. there was lately dug up afingle root, to which eight po-
tatoes were attached. Six of thefe weighed fourteen pounds.

THE PoraToe,—This moft excellent and wholefome roet is very
rarely cooked in the manner it merits, and whereby it may be made
into food ar leaft as nutritious as in any fpecies of our diet. Herg
follows the true Lancalhire receipt .—

Sort out your potatoes as to fize, {crape off the rind, ptt them in
an iron pot (if caft-iron the better) fimmer them until they begin to
crack, and a fork will pierce them eafily ; after this, pour off all the
water, put away the lid of the iron pot, fprinkle over them fome
falt, and fhake up well; after this, place the pot at the edge of the
fire, and there letit remain for an hour or more; in this time, all the
moifture of the potatoe will gradually exhale in fteam, and you will
find them (be the fort or growth what it may) white and flakey
as fnow, and in fuch a ftate of eating as thofe only can judge who
have tried them. "Takethem outwitha {poon or ladle,

Potatoes a le Maitre d’ Hotel.— After your potatoes are put into the
difh for the table, pour on them fome melted butter, into which a
few (unboiled) parfley leaves are finely chopped.—An iron pot is
indifpenfable.

Brand, or finut in awheat.—We have the authority of a moft re-
fpeftable and judicious farmer to fay, that if wheat is dreffed in the
following manner, itwill not be infected with brand or fmut, onany
land, orin any feafon,

There is now in the pofleflion of Mr. J. Martin, of Bofham, the
largeft apple that was ever known to have grown in this part of the
country; it is more than four inches high, and fourteen inches in cir-
cumference.

Smearing of fbeep.—Immediately after the fheep are fhorn, foke
the roots of the wool that remain all over with oil or butter and brim-
ftone, and three or four days afterwards wafh them with falt and water;
the wool of next feafon will not only be much finer and fofter, but
the quantity will be in greater abundance., The fheep will not be
troubled with the fcab or vermin that year, Tar water is a fafe re-
medy againft maggots.

In the ftorm on Wednefday fe’'nnight, three bullocks were killed
by lightning, inthe parifh of Temple, near Bodmin, Cornwall, The
flath hrit firuck a tree, which ftood on a hedge, and fhivered it from
the top to the bottom, dividing the hedge into two parts, made a deep
furrow in the field of feveral yards, to the place where the bullocks
ftood, and killed them upon the fpot, without leaving the flighteit ap-
pearance of a wound.

Strawberries were gathered laft week I‘ipc; and a medlar tree Is now
bearing a great quantity of fruit from a fecond bloffom, blowing while
the fruit of the firft bloffom is on the tree, in the garden of R. W.
Mifling, Efg. of Pofbrook cottage, Titchfield, Hants.

Many flights of wild fowl have already made their appearance in
onr levels, which is confidered as indicative of a hard winter, The
fowlers have been fuccefsful in their purfuit of them, in their brooks
about Barcomb,

Cce
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In the orchard of Mr. Beaiamin Morgan, of Gedding, Suffolk,
there is a very large apple-tree, called the Old Pearmain, which has
been for three weeks in full bloom, although the fruit growing on the
fametree is now in the utmoft perfection.

Taft Tuefday a carter in the fervice of Mr. Bifhop, of We(burton,
in this county, in jumping from the fhafts of his waggon, whilft in
motion, fell under the wheels, which paffed over one of his legs, and
extraordinary as it may appear, without breaking it, or materially
bruifing the flefh. *Tis altonifhing that the frequency of fuch acci-
dents, which often prove fatal, does not deter carters, from fimilar
practices.

There having been complaints made to the magiftrates of no lefs
than three fimilar accidents having occurred in this town within the
laft three months, and of other grofs mifconduct of drivers; orders
have been iffued to the officers to give a ftrict look out, and to lay
information againft every driver who fhall ride on his carrifage, or be
in fuch a fituation that he cannot have the direction of it: or fhall by
mifbehaviour hinder the free paffage of his majefty’s fubjetts; or
being empty, fhall neglect to turn afide for any chaife, or-loaded wag-
gon; or fhall drive any chaife let for hire, or waggon or cart not hav-
ing the owner’s chriftian and furname, and place of abede printed
thereon in large legible letters; or leaving his carriage in the high.
way ; and alfo againft the owners of fuch carriages, who are fubjett
by the highway lawsto a very fevere penalty for the fame.

At Whitehaven, on Thurfday fe’nnight, a potatoe ftalk was pluck-
ed to which were found attached ninety-three potatoes. The original
was raifed from the crabs of red nofed kidneys in 1799. Thebed from
which this was taken had been planted only eight weeks.

A potatoe, meafuring two feet four inches and a half round, is'now
in the poffeflion of Mr. John Hope, ncar Hodnet, in this county, pro-
duced from the fprout of a common potatoe fet laft {pring.

In a garden in the Mill-Lill of Muffelburgh, belonging to Mr- Ro-
bert Moor, vintner, there is an apple tree with three different crops’
of fruits this feafon—one fully ripe, the fecond as large as walnuts,
and the third in bloflom.

Doubts have been entertained, whether the new Corn Bill, which
takes place on the 1sth ef November next, would operate on the
average prices of the fix weeks preceding that period, or of the fame
zerm preceding the 16th ef February, in the twelye maritime diftriéts,
by which the duty on importation is to be regulated. We under-
ftand, that the average of the former period will regulate its ope-
ration,

{.ord Sheffield, as Prefident of the Board of Agriculture, is endea-
vouring, by circular letters through the feveral counties, to obtain a
correct return of the wheat crops, that the Board, if called upon,
may make an accurate report to Parliament in the enfuing feflions,

A few days ago, two gentlemen, in the neighbourhood of Lam.
plugh, killed feven woodcocks; and the fucceeding day, one of the
gentlemen killed five.

Thurfday laft two potatoes were dug up, in a garden belonging
to Mr. Walmefley, of Penrith, which together weighed five pounds.

We have the fatisfaction to fay, that a fleet with cargoes of fine
Dantzic wheat, amounting to between 60 and 70,000 quarters, are
fafely arrived in the river ‘Thames.

A heavy rain, which fell yefterday fe’nnight, has wathed down a
areat quantity of gravel, ftones, &c. from the fide of Skiddaw, fo as
to incommode. the road in fome parts between Kefwick and Oufe-
bridge, and fome lofs, it is faid, ‘has been fuftained by it amongft the
potatoes, At Carlifle, lalt Tuefday morning, the rivers Caldew and
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Eden overflowed fo much as to deluce the Holmes and Swifts; from
the former of which fome cattle and (heep were | -

There were taken from one potatoe thaw latt week, at Dalhoufie,
the property of Mr. Gray, farmer, thirty-eight potatoes, one of
which weighed two pounds and a half,

On Friday, there was cut, in the garden of Barochan, in the
county of Renfrew, a Savoy ftock, containing twenty-eight feparate
heads, of excelient quality: the outer blades were taken off before
it was brought to the kitchen, notwithftanding which it weizhed
eight puund., Tron, and meafured in circumierence u}w.un'ds of five
fect, On the fame day, there were taken up, in the fame garden,
eighty-five large potatoes, the produce of one red potatoe of a new
kind; thelargeit of which weighed a pound and a half Tron, the re.
mainder nearly a pound each ; the largeft potatoe being cooked and
fent to table with fome white potatoes of the beft quality, was found
to be equally dry and delicare as the others,

In the beginning of May Jlaft, John Dunbar, labourer, refiding in
the village of Balfron, dug a pit inhis garden, about three reer Iquare,
and one foot deep, into which he threw a {padefull of fireth earth
from the furface, and thereon placed a potatoe of the pink eyed kiiid;
he then threw over it a little cow dung, and bedded it round witha
quantity of green kailroots, filling 1up what remained of the pit with
earth. When the ftem appc;u‘cd above the ground, he gave it.ano-
ther layer of dung with a little frefh earth, and continued to hoe up
the earth to its root as often asit appeared necellary. On the 13th curt,
he dug from the fame plant forty-four potatoes, all of them above
the ordinary fize, fixteen of which weighed upwards of a ftone Tron.
and one in particular, weighs three pound: nine ounces. This po-
tatoe is in the hands of Robert Miller, of Enrick printworks.

The Rev. Mr. James Finlayfon, of Carftairs, i the county of La-
nark, improved a piece of moruafs in his glebe, upon which there was
raifed, this feafon, a crop of potatoe oats; a fingle ftalk of which
yielded no lefs than five hundred and fourteen pickles.

To the indefatigatle zeal and attention of this gentleman, much
around in Lanarkfhire owes its improvement; and it were to be
wifhed, that the reft of the proprietors would follow his laudable ex.
ample, as the culture of land in that quarter is too much negletted.

In the parifh of Symington, in the upper ward of Clydefdale, on
the farm of Anniftone, belonging te Colonel Dickfon of Hartree,
polfeMed by John Galbraith, tenant, one turnip, which grew
there this feafon, weighed twenty-nine pound Dutch weight, and
meafured in circumference three feet four inches; and there are num.
bers inthe fame field of nearly the fame fize and weight.

In a field on the eftate of Strathmartin, a potatoe was lately dug up
weighing two pound fourteen ounces, and in the fame field, two or
three more potatoes were dug up, weighing two pound eleven ounces
¢o two pound thirteen ounces.

A certain gentleman farnier, a breeder of improved cattle, well
knowhn in the weft o England, has attracted the attention of the cu.
rious in that line by the tollowing hwnorous hand bill, diftribuced in
the metropolis, viz. “ Royai dainties, regenerated rath-ripe blood
cattle, from the eaftern and fouthern couiries—in comparifon - ch
the degenerated, late ripening monfters oi the north! [o be fo d,
Shakefpear and Pafiphe, of the belt North-Devon, French, atd tine
dian admixture ; of unrivalled excellence aid beauty, inall rhe e e,
tial requifites of {mall bone, higa (pirit, early matarity, and the moft
weight in the leaft compals; yleiding milk as rich as cream, and the
molt favoury and fineit grained beef, veal, tallow, hides; and even
manure of a fuperior quality, inreturn to the earth for what they cats
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To be viewed at 2s, admittance each perfon by applying to John
Mitchel, at the Spa, in St. George’s Ficlds; where Shake/pear will
perform waccine inoculation on as many lady fancy cows and beautiful
heifers as fhall be brought to be impregnated, at one guinea each, and
one fhilling the groom,”

The laft crop of wheat, we are forry to hear, comes very light from
the flail, and the price hasin confequence confiderably advanced, as
may be feen by our corn returns; but as there is happily alarge por-
tion of the produce ot 1803 ftill onhand, and as the weather now pro-
mifes to be fine for completing the fowing on wet lands, we are in
hopes it will not get much higher.

We have the authority of a moft refpettable and judicious farmer to
fay, thatif wheat be dreffed in the following manner, it will not be
affected with brand or finut on any land or in any feafon: —

Begin te fave the chamber.lye of the family about three months
before feed time; and about ten days before feed time, run as mueh
common lye from wood afhes as will be fufficient, with the other, for
the whole of your feed; after you have gotten your quantity, let the
latter be run through frefh aes feveral times, as it cannot be too
ftrong.

The procefs of fleeping. Procure two common fized wathing keelers
and a bufhel {kep; put about half a bufhel of leed into a keeler at a .
time, ftir it well, and fkim all the light corn or feed that rife to the
furface, then empty the remainder with the liquor into the fkep,
which is placed over the other keeler, and while that is draining fteep
the fkim in the firft keeler, and {o on alternately ; if there be an op-
portunity, a brick floor is preferable to lay the wheat on when it is
properly drained; in doing which, fprinkle one pound of falt upon
one bulhel of wheat, and one buthel of lime frefh from the kiln upon
two combs of wheat,

It was with the greateft concern we ftated the late rapid rife inthe
corn and flour. A general teeling pervades the body of the public,
that there is nothing in the circumiiances of the harveft, nor of the
country, that could wariant fuch a great advance in the price of this
chief article of human fubfiftence. The late crop if not abundant, was
certainly not under an average one, and excellentiy gotin; and the
prefent war has not preduced thofe foreign expeditions to which in
foriner wars, an f.f)‘.tl‘;;u]'d']um'}’ (_'uiulumpl. on ana conlequent ft';m:iry
have been attributed.

Mr. Charles Young, of Rochefter, proprietor of the Dover wag.
gon, has a pig, about two months old, with fewes diftinCt ears. The
fow, which produced this pig, with feveral others, had (about one
month previous to the farrowing) her right ear torn oft clofe to her
head by a large dog, and may be literally {aid to be, a {fow with
one oar,

A rapid and extraordinary rife in the prices of all kinds of grain,
has taken place in every diftriét throughout the kingdom within the
laft montly ; the canle of this rife we are apprehenfjve, is rather to be
attributed 1o the icanty fupply in the markeis at the prefent feafon,
now the farmers are bulied in fowing and preparing the ground for
the next year’s crop, than to any material deficiency ; and when
threfhing becomes general, the public may expeét a reauction, How-
ever it may be, it is hoped the evil will only be of temporary dura-
tion ; as, independent of our own fupyplies, a very extenfive importa-
tion of grain from abroad 1s thortly expecied. Potatoes, of which it
is generally allowed there 1s an abundant crop, are felling in the
neighbourhcod ui Newark, at halt a crown a fack.

On the Wolds of Yorkihire, plantations continue to be formed
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daily, on a convilion that the land is not lefs improved by them
than the beauty and appearance of the country. o

A pumpkin of moft extraordinary fize and weight, and beautifully
Jaced like the finelt cantaleupe melon, has been juft cut in a garden
at Bathwick, belonging to Mr. Grabbam, fruiterer, of Bath. It
weighs an hundred weight ; the girt round is two yards, and it mea-
fures two yards and a half the long way, The feed of this wonderful
production was given to the gardener by a Freuch cook who was here
Jalt winter,and who extolled its excellence for many culinary purpofes,

PLOUGHING MATCH.

A ploughing match, for premiums offered by the Highland Society,
took place on Friday laft, at Shaws, of Clofeburn, urder the infpec-
tion of Mr. Monteath, of Clofeburn, and Mr. Short, of Conrance,
two of the members of the Society. Ten competitors, with their
horfes and ploughs, appeared at the hour appointed, and an immenfe
croud of fpectators came from almoft all parts of the country  Three
judges of great experience in ploughing were named, viz. Mr. Robfon,
tenant of Sandbed; Mr. Ferguffon, tenant of Templand-hill ; and
Mr. Nivifon, tenant of Townhead, who retired from the field, in
order that, in their decifion, the moft diftant idea of partiality might
not be imputed to them. The ground was meafured off into lots,
and numbered ; and the competitors drew for each lot. The compe-
tition then commenced, and, when finifhed, the judges were called
to the ground, who, after a very narrow infpection of each lot, de-
cided as follows :

The higheft prize being zl. 2s5. and a medal, they adjudged to
Robert Dinwoodie, fervant to Mr. Maitland, of Eccles.

The fecond, being i1l. 1s. and a medal, to Thomas Hunter, fer-
vant to Mr. Anderfon, of Straquhan.

The third, being 10s, 6d. and a medal, to Walter Maxwell, who
had formerly been a fervant to Mr. Monteath.

And, the remaining feven unfuccefsful candidates, were paid gs.
each.

So well was the whole of the work performed, that though the
judges had no difficulty as to the firit prize, they had a good deal as to
the fecond and third.

The eccentric frolic of the celebrated Jerufalem Whalley, in his
trip to the capital of Judea, has been productive of an advantage to
the agriculture of this country, never expected to have refulted from
an adventure fo whimfical ; and which may fairly be enumerated in
the lift of “¢ great events from little caufes.”

A fmall fheaf of Jerufalem wheat, brought home by the fervant
who accompanied Mr. Whalley to Judea, and afterwards ufed as a
fign at an obfcure alehoufe in Dublin, opened by this fervant, by the
merelt chance, attradted the notice of an experimental farmer. After
fo many years abfence from 1ts indigenous foil, and hanging abeve
three, expofed to the weather, the theaf was examined, and only three
ears were found in a found (tate.

The grains of thofe were fown in the garden of the farmer, and
their produce, in the following year, evinced the moft aftonifhing
¥roiiﬁvknels; the culture has been carefully continued for the laft
our years, and there are now actually fome hundreds of Irifh acres
planted with this invaluable grain. The mode of culture is by drill
and dibble. The ftraw is a {trong reed, not hollow, but filled with
a jnutritious fap, or pith, which renders it as a provender for horfes,
or neat cattle, equal to oats. This ftraw bears not, like European
wheat, a fingle ear, but a clump of many ears; and the grain, large
and full, yields an unufual quantity of the fineft flour: and fo much
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th - iy is the feed now in demand through Ireland, that the original cul-
ey tivator has actually fold it at the rate of ten guineas the itone.
B A The late fudden rife in the price of one of the molt necelfury arti-
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nok |l ¥ cles of life, will no doubt be felt moft feverely by the labouring clafs |
F ) of people ; but as they themfelves have fo good an opportuni'y of
i knowing the real caufe, and are daily fpectators of the deficiency of
Uil of thelaft crop, they will be morercady te bear the inisfortune with ftor-
1 58 1 titude and refignation until a fupply can be obtained from thole coun- .
tries where providence has been more bountiful ; and if we may credit
I . the report, the harve(t on the centinent has been very plentiful. Great
] quantities have been bought up to be imported into England. In
| Egypt and Criuea they have houfed as much grain as will ferve the
i b inhabitants for four. '
: Acorns, which are picked up by the poor in great abundance,
have, like moft other things, rifen full 100 per cent. in price.
T On Saturday laft was pulled in a garden, at Seaford, two carrots .
that weighed eleven pounds, which is looked upon as a very extra- |
ordinary circumftance. |
I
| SIS 2 T
- PRICES OF COALS AT THE COAL EXCHANGE,
LONDON, FOR NOVEMBER, 1804.
Nov. ¢. Adair's 63s. Pontop 635.  Walker 67s. Tanfield 63s.
fit: Bedford 6os.—Nov. 7. Pontop 63s.—Nov. 16. Wall's End 63s. 6d.
i Biga’s 62s. Heaton 625. Pontop 53s. 6d. Walker 615. 9d.  Tanfield
¢6s. Bedford 535, Benton 59s. Eighton gés. 6d —Nov. 21. Wall’s
End 61s. Hexton ¢85, 64.—Nov. 26. Wall’s End 565,  Bigg’s sgs.
Heiaton sss. Kenton sgs. 6d.  Tanfield 525, 6d.  Pontop 5as. 6d.
Benton sas. 64.—Nov, 28. Wall’s End 60s. Bigg’s 58s. Heaten
b 58s. 6d. Kenton 58s. Pontop s4s. Benton sés.
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AVERAGE PRICES OF CORN, by the quarter of eight
Winchefter buthels ; and of OATMEAL, per boll, of 140
pounds Avoirdupoise :

From the Returns receivved in the Week, ended NOVEMBER 17, 1804.

INLAND COUNTIES.

COUNTIES, Wheat, Rye. Barley, Oats. Beans. Peas. Qatmeal.
5. di i e i e s s g d-
Middlefex 96 3|43 o©o|54 632 Glsa 454 2
Surrey 112 8154  ol55 3133 4148 ols54 o
Hertford 79 2|35 6las 4|y 4l3s 3[43 o
Bedford 8t {49 9laz 6|26 9|42 8|46 s
Huntingden 79 1I la4 olea ols0 946 3
Northampton I 44 825 644 o
Rutland 89 o 45 6 |’2.5 olgy o i .
Leicefter 75 I0|58 3 42 2127 olz7 8 I 430 Tl3gh iy
Nottingham 03 4lsx ol45 Bil29 8|46 ofar o
Derby 36 4| (41 4(3T1 4|46 4|52 ol33 9
Stafford 7 2| 43 S|g0 1X 50, .9 | 68 - 1{41 4
Salop 77 6148 10(46 2|27 8| 146 10|66 3
Hereford #6  9laz 6 (44w 'I:'.; 2146 6146 10[60 2
Worcefter 50, % 45 1olze Bilst s |52 o
Warwick 8o 481 ‘gilao’ Nagliee Sent el aloaeil e
Wilts 83 4 49 6130 2163 4|47 ©
Berks 103 11 52 6130 131k Bi|sg 7
Oxford 33 6 42 blz7  7laa . 3|47 8
Bucks 8o af 45 11|28 4/43 30|45 3
Brecon 76 9148 ©42 1124 o 44 0laz 9
Montgomery 7 6 {36 923 8] % 5|59 10
Radnor 67 9 g8 o8y g PUENE FE T
Muaritime Counties.

Filex 06 ‘olgy o5z oy3r 946 ‘6|53 ©
Kent 94 olsr olsi 10|32 8|50 4lsz o]
Suffex 08 4 |47 o | 35 o [
Suffolk 92 11|44 o©0(46 11|29 10|45 - Of49 4[50 1@
Cambridge 75 30l49 o388 ol 8l3r 3
Norfolk 87 " 748 10l44  9lzz. 8l37 9lay x
Lincoln 83 2|46 ol4r 5l2g 4l43 470 ©
York or mil%o xT130 Sizy X lgs 1olaz L4 3§
Durham 8a 2 (38 - olas: 6
Northumberland 76 4lay. 1|35 3|z4a o 44, o|x8 86
Cumberland 72 zilge: ol33 xx|2 3 20 X
Weftmorland 82 148 8l3z2 626 1042 “ 6 2O NG
Lancafter 98 o© |44 1|30 3|49 8 23 4
Chefter 8o 10 {50 7129 2049 o 25 10
Flint <0 § {34 4}
Denbigh 79 10 {43 9|28 10|51 3|43 2|45 10
Anglefea 56 o |32 ol2z o
Carnarvon T, 4 |36 olzx o 44 6
Merioneth 77 10|50 o©f36 8la3 4 44 ol|40 3
Cardigan A PREst g
Pembroke 6g 2 e (e o [0 T I o
Carmarthen ar @ 39 1 |20. ©
Glamorgan 76 4 41 0|24 ©
Glouceiter ar 43 1029 Glst 1|49 1I
Somerfet 82 o© 44 ©l27 10|56 o
Monmouth 81 1I 7zl
Devon 85 10 s 2174 g
Cornwall 76 B 37 ©olzs ©
Dorfet 89 11 47 331 4
Hants 95 ©|56 olg9 83t 6lgy o©
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TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS,

E thank A. N. for the caution he gives us; we can
affure him that our information is colleted from the
belt fources to which we can procure accefs, in the immediate

diftri@s to which the information refers.

We muft apologife to our Correfpondent Clericus for poft-

poning his communication to 2 future opportunity.

The obfervations of J. D.C. in the two {pccifications in-
troduced into this and the preceding number, we have no
doubt will be highly acceptable to our readers, but being
obliged to defer giving the plate of the laft until the appear-

ance of the next publication, we fhall alfo delay, for a very

ebvious reafon, the infertion of that paper.
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