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HE Second Volume of our Magazine being now com -

pleted , we take an opportunity to addreſs to our Readers

a ſhort retroſpe &t of what we have been Ri to petform , and an

outline of what we ſhall a/pire to pertormereafter ,
In Agriculture , we bave finiſhed the ſketch of education

attempted by the Rural Œconomifſt , and imagine that little de -

viation from that plan would be neceſlary to form the intelligent
landlord of the next generation . The delicate taſk of rearing
female propriety is well delineated ,$#y a lady to whom we hold

ourſelves and the public equally obligated . While man wglks
in very various paths of life , woman ‘ is nevert ſo reſpectably »
employed as in the orderly arrangement of a farm - houſe . There
only , perhaps , cuſtom has permitted her to emulate the utility of
her huſband . It will be ſeen , that to the dairy this volume bas

dedicated many pages . The uſe of ſalt in milk , the œconomy

of a foreign dairy - country , and an improvement in the butter -

churn , will be found uſeful information . The benefits of irri -

gation are ſet in a ſtrong light . But , above all , we have been

careful to colle information about the intereſting propoſal of

Sir John Sinclar for,a Joint - ſtock Farming Society : never was

any ſpeculation fo eminently beneficial in intention : we lament

that , as yet , certain difficulties of form , do not ſuffer us to an -

nounce to the Public the commencement of the - operations of

this Society . Our Reviews of agricultural publications ‘ are of

ſome length , and , we flatter ourſelves , will convince our readers

of particular attention in that department ,
In Commercial diſcuſſions , we venture to believe we have

communicated much original information to the public . The

Britiſp Merchant will be found an able concentration of the

hiſtory of the various „ ſtations of the wandering Genius of

Trade . We hope to complete this ſeries of papers in our next

volume . The queſtion - of ſcarcity ( of a magnitude paramount
to all others ) has filled many of our pages ; but not in vain z
ſince our later numbers havye ’ entered into the queſtion of mono -

poly in ſo radical à manner , as only to aſk attention to aſcertain

conviíion . The Corn and Bread Laws have been diſcuſſed in

a chemical , as well as legiſlative light ; we ſeized the preſent
ſeaſon ( as one of probable attention to theſe ſubjects ) to iraprint
ſome neceſſary axioms on the publiz mind . Our notices of Va2a=-

rious Commercial Towns , have been numerous and âmple ;
and the completion of our Foreign Commercial Directory , gives
to the Engiiih Merchant a maſs of information which elſewhere

he would ſeek in vain ,



PREFACE .

The Manufadures illuſtrated and explained in this Volume ,
are Soap, Oil , Hat - making , Cochineal , and the Diſtillery ; 2

‘ Treatiſe on the Brewery contains alſo general topics of national
and financial application . The Liſt of Patents will be con -

cluded in our next . The Bankrupt Liſt , and Price Tables ,
will form matter of uſeful reference . :

Our attention to Wévigation is manifeſted by the Treatiſe on .
the Tides , which mäy have important conſequences ; and the

eaſy tranſit of merchandiſe , on good roads and canals , has cauſed

many notices on thoſe ſubje @s .
Of Miſcellaneous matter we have admitted more in appear -
‘ ance than in reality ; magg articles , which cannot perhaps be

‘ referred to any Färt of the title of the Magazine ,
¿ have , nevertheleſs , conſiderable bearing on the general obje & of

„ Our attempts to inform the public mind on commercial topics .“ The favours of various Correſpondents do not permit us to

«pretend to any rigid uniformity of ſtyle ; perſpicuity , we think ,
we have attained to , and reft fatisfied , If the favour . of the
Public may be calçulated from the encreaſing demand for our

publication , ( of whieh a Second Edition of the firſt number is

_ neagly fold ) , we may expreſs our fatisfa @ion in having obtained
full ' Îs much patronage as we think we have deſerved . Our

undertaking is not arrfved at manhood ; but we hope , that the

improving vigour of adoleſcence will not be inyifible in our

future progrefſs.
Ï À

2 fune 30th , 1800 ,
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MEMOIR coNCERNING JERQS LALANDE .

EROM LALANDE is - a Pphiloſopher 0 eminent in afſtro =-

nomy , a ſcience to which many of the moß uſeful arts
Aare,

ſignally indebted , that we ſhould deem ou ! pnER unworthy of that

literature and knowledge which we profeſs to cultivate , . . WE

could vot , 1n his favour , OV a AO
circumſtances of US

hoſtility between France : änd Britin , and eagerly contributé our

feeble , but ingenuous , endeavours to do honour to his name . *

He has attained “ to that venerable age , at which the . faculties

of many of the greatelt SE Se s have been , conſpicuouſly , the

moſt vigorous IA aßive . His labours bave been ſteadily de -

votedeto the purſuits of the ſcience 1n which he excels . * Under

the monarchical government of France , the Abbé LALANDE ' s

talents and exertions were honoured and rewarded . During . a

revolution in which men . of letters ‘ have been the E 2e e O
this philoſopher häs been : more than ever

7 applausded atd em -

ploye:ed . H! s papers are : the chief ofnaments of the publ1
it

108 .

of that which 1s called . the
LEATIONAL LEA of France .

His annual Memoîirs of the , Progre/s of Aſtronomy ; are eminedtly
intereſting to ſcience , ¡He yas the I ER Deputy to a late gp
greſs in which the philo PRS

of GERMAN Y. were perſuaded to

aſſemble , in order , as the Frènch hoped, . to ſubmit ſcience , # ar al

8 more enlightened part
E: the (JONIIEDb, to - . the fetters ‘ and

fantaſtic tricks of that novel language , and tuoſe new meaſurements

of time , &c . which the Xerxes - like vanity and caprice of the

republican French have been prom 1pted to impoſe
In the ENGRAVING which we preſent as

the fro !ontiſpiece tothe

Sixth Number of the Commercial and Agricultural Magazine ,
is exlubited a genuine and very exprelſl repreſentation of the
j Ss Oi LALANDE . ; is aititude , the whole expreſ -
ſion in his countez cak a man of ſcientific penetration,

C
immerſed in habitual dep 1nd intenſity oí thought .

LCatut

om a Commercial
Y HAVE lately returned to agregar5 5

throush . the . northern kingdoms of the Continent .
- 1 "7ml. cehpi | E C 4 5

orded me mc f entertainment and 1
other miſcellaneous ancÂruétion , Ny

rtodical Work that

COMM . & AG. MAG . B N
rs >)
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has fallen into my hands ſince myteturn . I therefore communi -

cate fo you , in preference to any of your rivals , a fa & which came

to my knowledge in Sweden , and which though not preciſely of

an Agricultural or a Commercial nature , can hardly fail to appear

worthy of a place in your next Number .

+ WFou - hbave ſurely read that the TOURNAMENT was the pride
of „ Gothic feſtivity . You cannot but know , that it was for a

4 erties of centiiries , te moſt ſplendid and magnificent exhi -

bition at all the 4 ót . Europe . You Knox , „too, - tbat È

¡has long ſince fallen into geuz - al diſuſe , as utterly incompatible
with the peaceful ſoftneſs of modern manners .

“ Now , Sir , ‘ thât which I have at preſent to inform you of ISA

recent attèmp$® to revive the TOURNAMENT at the Swediſh

“ court : IT was in Stockholm hen the intention of this feſtivity

“ was made public . It was ' then to take place on the 25th of

Auguſt 1799 . It was to be preceded by a ball . The roval palace
“

ah DROTTNINGHOLM was to be the ſcene of theſe magnificent
feſtivities . Heralds were at a particular period , during the ball ,

formally to announcé the intended TOURNAMENT . The Chal -

lenges of the champions wre to be challenges of love , loyalty ,
and honour ; different ſpogts to be celebrated in the liſts were ex -

preſsIy preſcribed. Judges were to be preſent to decide who

were the vi &ors . The prizes were to be diſtributed „at the

queen ' s command . ‘ The champions were permitted to wear

conſpicuouſly . on their armour , ribbons , the colours of their mif -

treſſes . After ’ thé TOURNAMENT there was to be a running at

whe ring , for prizes ſch as the ladies ſhould pleaſe to propoſe .
Thé time ‘ appointed tor theſe ſports has ſince ‘paſſed . The

TOURNAMENT has been celebrated ; I was not then in SWEDEN .

I own that I felt ’ my imagination agreeably intereſted by the

propoſal of reviving an entertainment more worthy of genérous ,

manly , noble youth , than either a ‘ fox - chace or a mere horſe -

rácé ; adapted to preſerve thé * memory of what was moît ſplendid
and elegant in the amuſements of our anceſtors ; ‘ calling forth into

gay exerciſe all the moſt elegant and manly qualities of the cour .

tier and the hero ; and departing , with no unbappy eccentricity ,

ſrom the dull , monotonous chara @er of the courtly amuſements

prevalent throughout the reſt of Europe . |
Toſo ſhort a letter , S1r , I hope you will not refuſe that infſer -

tion in your Magazine , which I ſolicit for it .

Tani , alr ,

OU Sc ,

C . HOLLARSÓ

b AUE - —————_ ———————

MS Le
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ANECDOTES OF COMMERCIAL CITIES .

NUMBER 11.

N. regard to HAMBURGH , the following particulars may be

added to thoſe which were communicated in the firſt number

of theſe anecdotés , vol . I . . i1g . Inthe year 1798 , there were

imported into HAMBURGH , 46,009,090 Ibs . Ot COFFEE ¿Of

which , 10,073,000 lbs . were from Live -569,000 , from

London, —4,182,000 , from New - York ,— 3] 73,000 , from Phila -

delphia, —8,909 5,000, from Baltimore , —4,162,000 , from the ifle

of St . Thomas , &c . The quantity of /ägar imported within the

the ſame year , into HAMBURCH , amounted to“ 98,000,090 of

pounds ; and was procured almo e [Tttirely froh ‘ the Engl }
IWefſt- India’ colonies , and the Unkéd States of America . No

fewer than 368 Engliſh HORSES were likewiſe among that year ' " ®

imports into the port of Hamburgh . The number of veas . ts

which entered into this port in the year 1798 , Was 2148 , — æ af

which , three were from Cadiz , —117 from Amfterdam, —198
from London, —80 from MNewcafſile, —g51 from Bourdeatix, —

71 from Ruſſia , —two from China , —ánd 149 from the United

States of America . Hamburgh ſent out , in 1798 , ſeventeen veſ -

ſels to the whale - fiſhery , which were all very ſucceſsful ihn their

fiſhing . Such was the inferiority of the trade ‘ of Amfſtérdam ,
that , in 1798 , there entered but 1901 veſſels into its harbour ; of

which 179 were from Bremen , —two from Cadiz , —15 from

Bourdeaux, —42 from London , —711 from IHamburgh .
Amid this proſperity of its trade , the manners of the mhabi - «

tants of HAMBURGH have altered greatly , in the courſe of the

laſt ten years . " There . are now a great many eatuig - houſes and

taverns , kept by Frenchmen , who have bad recourſe to this ſhift ,

to earn an honeſt livelihood , after being reduced from rank and

affluence , to all the miſeries of poverty and exile , ‘ by the conſe -

quences of the revolution . Theſe taverns in general , combine

the cookery of France with the elegant and convenient accom -

modation of an Engliſh - coffce - houſe . Here ' are a German and a

French theatre . The German theatre 1s but poor in ſcenery ,
actors , dramatic . pieces , and its power over public curioſity .
Comic Operas are the prevalent repreſentations . On the French

theatre of HAMBURG , Mrs . Chevalier , and Miſs Rofe Colinet ,

bôth of whom have ſince gone to Peterſburgh , were exceedingly
admired , while they lately ‘ acted heré . In Viotti and Giarno -

vici , Hamburgh now poſſeſſes two of the beſt players on the

violin , in all Europe . © The balls of Boſelhof are much fre -

quented by the gay , the _ young , the handſome , and the fa -

ſhionable . The “ ¡Faîfé 1s the favourite dance . - The inhabi -

tants of Hambursh give frequent and ſumptuous entertainments ,

t is uſual to ſend cards of invitation at the diſtance of a month

or two before the day on which you wiſh to ſee your company ¿
and , again , on the day immediately betore that of the intended

[21“
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entertainment , to ſend around /¿çond cards , with the names ’of
all who have aQually engaged to be preſet . In Hamburgh ,

every perſon may live after the faſhion of his own - country : You

find in . it , in particular , both alc - houſes and chop- houjes , m the

Engliſh ftyle . The Society of Hamburgh , for the Improvement
of the Arts , deſerves to be mentioned with particular diſtinction :

Îts School for the Arts of Deſig is attended by a conſiderable

number of pupils : By ¿ſor Brodhagen reads , under its patron -

age , highly intereſt Lectures on the Arts , to about 200

hearers ; every Tix months , this ſociety makes a diſtribution of

prizes for the beſt performances inthe arts . Thefts , robberies ,

murders , ftreet - quarrels , drunkennéſs, . are ſufficiently rare in

Hamburg ,
i / i

It is no . where more common, than here , for the inhabitants of

the town to paſs a part of the ſummer in the country . Even the

ooreſt families have their country box , or at leaſt their country

Vele ags : Yet , the edifices of the town aré daily multiplied ,
evén 1n great numbers , Here are , however , no hackney - coaches ,
nor even accommodations - for travellers , of the nature of the

Engliſh fſtage-coaches . Bt , for building , the people of Ham -

burgh , may be ſaid . to bave abſolutely a rages ; the éhvirons pre -

ſent a variety of delightful proſpe &ts . From the root of the HOUSE

JIN THE WOOD , a place ófpublic entertainment , where youare ſerved

withtea , ánd coffee , &c . the view 1s incomparably rich and beau -

tiful . Fields , meadows , majeſtic woods , the ſweeping deſcent of

2 mighty river , a copious population , two great towns , a crowded

Siarbour , and at the diſtant verge of the horizon , rural ſcenes , the

moût piétureſque and intereſting , here meet the éye . Nothing

can be more charming than the particular objets ; nothing richer ,

nor happier , than their aſſembiage .
- The principa ] building in Hamburgh is the Orphan Hoſpitad .

It was creéted at a vaſt expence ; and certainly does great honour

to the humanity of . its founders . The cxchange 18s; however ,

but a mean edifice , in compariſon , at leaſt , with the commercial

buñneſs which 1s now tranſaéted in it . The houſes fituate on the

banks of the Elbe , without thie gates of Hainburgh , are , for the

greater part , handſome buildings , 1n a good lyle of architecture ;

they are elegantly furniſhed , in the Engliſh faſhion . The public

gardens , particularly thoſe of Harveſtehude , on the Alfter , at

about the diſtance of a league from Hamburgh , are kept 10 A

manner that renders them very agreeable places of ſummer

amuſement . You go to Harveſtehude by water ; and this advan -

tage contributes to occaſion its gardens to be very much tre -

quented . A ſort of boats , diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of

arches , are common upon the Alſter ; they are large enough to

contain go or 40 perſons ; and it is uſual to give ſuppers and

concerts on board theſe veſſels , At Eimſbuttel too , 1s another
beautiful garden , a favourite ſcene of reſort for the people of

Hamburgh . At Wandſbeck , is a ſpacious park , which the pro -

[TETTE
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prietór generouſly leaves opeñ to the public . It is a thing very

uncommon , to ſee three ſuch conſiderable towns as Hamburghz ; -
Altona , and Wandſbeck , ſituate ſo nearly together . Of Germans

eriinent in the fine arts , Hamburgh may boaſt that 1t poſſeſſes
KLorSTOCK and SCHROEDER . - Among the eminent Frenchmen

reſident here are thè LAMÉTHS , with ſéveral others of high diſs

tinétion in literature ; but Altona is ; in preference ‘to Hambutgh ,
thé favourite place of teſort for theſe E “dava

Moscow 1snearly 50 Engliſh milés 1 circumference , 1t - conz

tains 53 principal - ſtreets ; with 482 ſmaller ones . It has twelve

gates , and over the rivers Moſcöwa ahd Janſa , and the brook

Neglinnaja , which paſs through 1t, are three - añd - twenty bridges
Its ordinary population amounts to about the humbtr ot - 200,609

ſouls ; ‘ and the nobility , with thew families and ’ domeſtic ſervants ,

who ſpend only half the year in Moſcow , may be 100,000 mores

The air 1s highly ſalutary , on account of the elevation of the

ground on which the city ſtañds , the dryneſs of the ſoil , and # s

northern latitude . The purity and lucid ſerenity of the atmose

ſphère in wintér , aretruly delightful ; beyond what 1s poſible tor

the inhabitants of the warm cliimates &Æf the South to 1magine .

May of ‘ the inhabitants of Moſcow live to a great age : ep1ide -
mical diſeaſes are rare , and are very ſeldom fatal . On a very

lofty ſituation , in the midſt of the city , ſtands , the KREML og

Caftle: - The proſpedtt from it is ſingularly fſtränge , intereſting ,
añd magnificent ; you hear the noiſe of the carriages - on the ſtreets ,

breaking on your ear like thunder : you ” behold a medley of

ſumptuous palaces , and miſerable cottages : òn the windings Æ

the Moſcowa , appear innumerabie boats , and ‘ other ſmall veſſels z
where the country extends away from the ſhelving banks of

this river , you ſee hills of fair and pi &ureſque aſpett, . and the

gilded ſpires of ſtately Gothic monaſteries . ‘ The ancient palace
of the Czars , is anóther of the objets which fill up the ſcene

before you : it is not magnificent ; but its 1dea 1s aſſociated in

the mind with all that is illuſtrious in the earlier hiſtory of

Ruffia . The artizans and merchants occupy , each claſs or pro -

feſſion , a particular ſtreet , or quarter of the city . The Exchange

is a noble and magmficent building. The Sclavoman College tor

inſtruGion in the Greek and Latin languages , is one of the mot

intereſting obje &ts in one quarter of the city , its preceptors and

ftudents ſhew more of etudition , than of taſte or true ſcience :
But it is thé ſéminary from which proceed the moſt uſetulinſtruc -

tors iù theſe parts of the empire ; and the illumination of modern

knowlèdge is gradually piercing ‘ even theſe ſhades . Themarket

for birds , and ſuch other animals as are the domeſtic playthings

of frivolous luxufy , is here better filled , than in any other great

town known to Europeans , with animals for ſale , withhaggling

dealers , and with - buyers , who fcruple noôt to pay the molt ex -

travagant prices for the objets whica âttra &t theis fäncy .
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« EDINBURGH , the - imetropolis of Scotland , owes its foundation

to the Anslo - Saxons ot Northumberland . It ‘ became , at length ,

the capital of the Scottifh kingdom , as being , of all the towns ot

Scotland , that which , with the proteQion of an impregnable caſtle ,

united the beſt maritime conveniencies , the moſt deſirable ad -

vantages tor acceſs equally tothe ſouthern , the northern , and the

weſtern parts from ot rie
ſide of the country , together with

the highly valued bgns i kof the preſence of ſeminaries , of monks, *

of - extraordinary reputation for ſanétity and wiſdom . Its build -

ings did not become numerous nor confiderable till in the énd of

the fifteenth century . “ From that time till the æra of the Union

between Scotland and . England , they continued to be extended

and multiplied ; théy were built jn a lofty turret - like faſhion ,

artly for the end of crowding #äRuch of population as was poſ -
fible within the walls , and partly on« account of the inequalities
of the ground on which the town ſtood , from the æra of the

Wnion , to that of the acceſlion of George HI . Since that time a

“‘lalie which had been gradually formed on the . northern ſide of

the city has been drained away ; a new town , perhaps the nobleſt

in Europe , as to order “ and ſtatelineſs of edifices , has been

reared beyond the deſiccated ſpace . The buildings have been

equally , - though more trregularly , and with leſs magnificence ,
extending on the ſouthern ſide ; two ftately bridges have been

conſtructed , to form a páſſage of tolerably equal and continuous

level between the three lulls , or rather long ridges on which the

ton 4s built ; a ſpacious walk , parallel to the carriage - road , has

been formed , to cotne & the town by eaſy acceſs with LEITH ,

its $17 @æeus or maritime . ſuburb . An irregular continuation of the

buildings along the oppoſite ſides of the walk and the carriage -
‘ road between Leith and Edinburgh , has almoſt joined the two

into one town , by a ſpacious and very agreeable , though not

uniform freet . On all . hands Edinburgh has diffuſed itſelf jn

long ſuburbs , in hamlets , and in gardens and villas , to a wide ex -

tent over the ſurrounding country . Its buildings are all of ſtone ,

flately , ſpacious , commodious , though ſomewhat heavy in their

aſpeé to the eye of architectural taſte ,
;

EDINBURGH has hitherto derived its opulence and importance ,

as a great city , not ſo much from commercial advantages , as from
its being the ſeat of the Government , the Supreme Courts at

Juſtice, ’ the beſt Seminaries for Education , and in conſequence

of theſe circumßances , a favourite ſcene of reſort for thole who

having money to purchaſe the ſumptuous and elegant accommo -

dations of luxury , naturally repair to enjoy theſe where they are

the moſt readily to be found . Its inhabitants ' are , in the or -

der of their eminence , Noblemen and Gentlemen , without official
employment or profeſſion , who prefer it as a place of reſidence ;
the Zudges in the Courts of Juſtice ; Advocates , and Writers to

the Signet ; the principal Officers for the collection of the revenue ,

and the other ſubordinate funétions of Government ; the Profeſſors
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in the Univerſity , and other members of the learned -priofeſſions ; ,
with the Gentlemen ſtudying under them ; the merchants , fhop =

keepers, and tradeſmen , the meaner arüfſans , labourers , fera

vants , &c . A late . enumeration of the inhabitants of Edinburgh

and Leith , repreſents them as conſiderably fewer than 100,000

ſouls : but the writer of theſe anecdotes knows that enumeration

to exlubit only the population at the time when the migratory

inhabitants have retired to the count Gen this population ,
with great defreiency . The numbers ottké Inhabitants of EDIN < -

BURGH and . LEITE , who are conſtantly refident , may be very

confidently eſtimated at 100,000 . In the winters of ‘ thoſe years

in which they have been the moſt frequented , their population has

certainly approached nearer tQ,110,000 , than to . any other round

number . ; 7 E BON er Acri

To theſe numerous inhahltants / ſubſiftence - is furniſhed /rorz

eſtates in the country , remittances from abroad , the intereſt ok ¡4

money in the public funds ; /rom ſalaries paid by government t >
its officers , and the expences of actions at law , ſupplied frog .
the whole kingdom ; { rom about 100,000 ! . ſterling a year , which “

its ſeminaries for education bring into Edinburgh ; from the . pro -

fits of the wholeſale trade , exporting and importing , of Kdinburgh
and Leith ; from the dire @ly produttive labour , whatever it 1s, of

the lower claſſes of the community .
In the ſocial intercourſe of the inhabitants of - this capital , there

is a conſiderable predominancy of an aniftocratical and a profe/ -
/ional ſpirit . - The concert is ſupported by aſubſcription , ahd all

who are diſagreeable in any way to the leaders vf rank and ftäſhion ,

are ’ both excluded from among the ſubſcribers , and even pro -

hibited from caſual admiſſion io the concert - room as vifitants .

The public afſembly - rooms have been deſerted by the influence of “

opulence and faſhion , becauſe the plan of admiſhon into them

appeared to be too liberal , and to admit , with too little diſcrimi -

nation , all perſons ! who had the manners , the reputation , the

dreſs , and the occaſional expence of gentlemen and ladies , with -

out deſcending to more minute and invidious diſtinélions . Even

at the theatres , there 1s a ſtarched ariſtocratical diſcrimination of

perſons “ and ſituations , which ſometimes perhaps exceeds what

convenience , decorum , and order require . Profeſſional diſtinc -

tions , eſpecially the honours of the juridical profeſſions , are oîter

the means of interrupting that equal intercourſe which confers

thé moſt intereſting charms of ſocial amuſement . Perſonal merit ,

unleſs when it is accompanied with that ſneaking ſupplenels oí

w
Í
«

ſpirit which muſt quickly poiſon and oorrupt it , can : rarely ſur -

mount thoſe obſtacles which artificial diſtinétions oppoſe to binder

its ſucceſs in buſineſs , of in the competitions of focial converle .

Yet , perbaps, - elegance , propriéty , and deçorum 1n, manners

and amuſeinents , are in Tome inſtances promoted by tha which

is otherwiſe juſtly . the ſubje & of ſuch complaints as the above .

There 1s leſs of groſs and mobbiſh vulgarity in mol of che diver -

2
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\ ſions faſhionable at EDINBÚRGH , than in thoſe of London . The

people of Edinburgh have ſometimes claíñned the praiſe of ex -

traordinary juflneſs and delicagyzof taſte : in the compoſitions and

Anecdotes of Commercial Cities

repreſentations of the DRAMAŸ This praiſe , however , cannot be

honeſtly allowed them . They delight in gorgeous ſcenery , in

pantomime , and in all thoſe - tricks of exhibition which give the

he to nature : they ſometimes venture to condemn what Lon +

don audiences havé “ apprÆed ; but they are religiouſly cautious
never to err on thé ‘ ôther - fide , nor are they ever guilty of ap -

Ÿ

plauding what has not been honoured with previous applauſe . In

regard to other elegant and faſhiapable amuſements , their taſte 1s

bette # and their , eandu &t more prarſe - worthy .
The morals of Slk &he graverpas of ſociety at EDINBURGH ,

: cufinent degree . The police is

vigilagtt , vigorous , yt not opp ivezz ‘ Robberies , murders , even

thefts ‘ üre compáratively rare . So : great a proportion of the in -

“ habitants Æ EDINBURGH are in a côffition of life above temp -

tation to the meaneſt vices , that : it would : be ſurpriſing if ſtreet -
robberies and other ſimilar enormities were as frequent hére as in

thoſe manufaéturing towns , if which . the people are in a greaîd

Proportion , poor , meas and illitérate . Perhaps the moſt diflo -
ED Rh, » 3

“4 lute claſs conſiſt of ſhopkeepers , attendants at maſon - lodges , of

young men who are clerks in the chambers of writers to the Sig -

ñet , and of a few young men of fortune who paſs ſome ſeaſons

here idly , undér the pretence of: receiving education . The fu -

dents at the Univerſity ‘ are in general leſs diſſolute in their man -

ners , and in their very vices leſs grofs and inelegant , than the

ma/ſonic ſhophkeepers and the young retainers of the law . Fhe

inhabitants of Edinburgh , in general , are eminently charitable to

the poor , nor will it be eaſy to name any equal aſfemblage - of po -

pulation , in which the numbers of the mdigent poor are ſmaller ,

or thoſe more readily , compaſſionately , and abundántly relieved .

The churches are here afMſiduoufly frequented , even by many of

the great and faſhionable ; the preachers in general excel in all
the éxcellencies of pulpit - eloquence , thoſe who fll the pulpits

of the metropolis of England . The morals of the labouring claſs

-_ of people are far from bad ; Þut they uſe too much whiſky , too

little of porter or ale . It muſt be owned , too , that the mard - fer -

vants are no where leſs ſcrupuloufly chaſte than here ; and that

the number of the proflitutes is exceedingly great .

In ſuch a city as ÉDINBURGH , there 1s naturally a good deal

of learning ; yet it is not to be denied , that , unleſs aimong the

STUDENTS OF MEDICINE , the true enthuſiaſm of genius , of

ſcience , of erudition , is not to be found . David Hume , Lord

Kaimes , Dr . Robertſon , are gone , and have left no diſciples

worthy ‘ of their maſters . When BLAIR ſhall be no more , 1s

there one among the riſing race of rhetoricians and preachers
who can be deemed worthy to fill his place in the public eſtima -

tion ? Do not the young members of the Faculty ot Adyocates
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coritemn - the ‘prâiſe of „proficiency in elegant literature and 1in

ſéjence What diſcoveries in ſcience , what curious reſearches

in erudition ; wbat refined and élekant diſquiſitions on human life

and fnanners , enrich the volumes of the TranſaQions of the Royal

Soëiety of Edinbürgh ! Is not even a Mackenzie rather aſhamed

tha proud of his literary fame ? What name but that of DUEALD

STUART from among thoſe of . the juzzor pretáſſors in the Uni -

verſity of Edinburgh , 1s deſtined tobe celébrated in foreign
countries “ with other praiſe than ſuch as we now beſtow ón the

clarifſimi and illufſtriſſim of Germany ? 08
/

E 4
“

ON 7E ANCIENT TRADE IN BOOÏS, BETWEEN , $

: ENGLANDS GERANK PLE

To: the Editor of the Comercial and Agricultiral Mazine .
SIR , Sais

S CommeRce is one df the principal ſubjedts of Tour MiſcelZ

lany ; and as you cannot well be indifferent :to the hiſtory of

the commerce in books ; L communicate to you the following pat

ticulars , concerning the ‘ commercial intercourſe between the

bookſellers of London and thoſe of Gerffany, . 1in thé € nd of the .

ſixteenth . century . They . ar extracted from the letters óf the

eloquent LANGUET , to Sir PHILIP DIDNFY .

- PRINTING , after its introduétion 1nto England , by ( ' axton ,

was here for a conſiderable time employed in mufttip }ying much

rather books 1n the vulgar töngue , than the ancient claſlics “ of

Greece . and Rome . Yet , theſe claſſics were at thät time very

generallv ſtudied in England . Whence were the réguilite printed

copies ot them obtained ?

CoLoGNE , BAsIL , and other cities , in Germany ; ANTWERP ,
in Flanders # PAR1s and LYoNs , inFrance ; VENICE , FLORENCE ,

‘ and Rome , in Italy ; were the firit ſeats of the ’ art of printing , in

which it was applied eſpecially to multiply the copies of the

Greek and Roman claſſics . - The prelles of thoſe cities ſoon fur -

niſhed a ſufficient ſupply for all Europe . Florence , Venice ,

Antwerp , being the great ſcenes ‘ of exporting commerce , afforded

the ſame convenienciés for the diſperſion of books as for that of

other commodities . In Germany , the printers and bookſellers re -

paired , as they do at preſent , to the great fairs ; and to theſe , pur -

chaſers of books were wont to reſort , from very diſtant foreign

parts .
From theſe cities , then , but eſpecially from Antwerp , and

from the German fairs , came the printed copies of the claſlics ,

which were , between two and three centuries ſince , common 111

England . I have ſcen an edition of Lidy , in - one thick 8o volume ,

which appeáared to have been printed abroad , and there purchaſed
for - importation into England , by the London bookſellers , un

COM . & AG , MAG , C
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whoſe name it was publiſhed . From the letters of LANGUET to

SIDNEY , 1t appears , that in the month of April , 1578 , there were

at FRANKFORT , at leaſt two London bookſellers , on a journey
to purchaſe books , chiefly claſſical , tor ſale in London . The names

of theſe two Bibliopolæ , were , AsCANIUsS DE REMALME and

RoBERT CAMBIER . ‘ To judge from the names , they might be

forcigners , very pypbably trom Flanders . _ De REMALME was
intruſted by LANGUET , With the carriage of a collection of the

Scriptores Rerum Germanicarum , which 4e had procured for his

friend SIDNEY , From the mggner in which the buſineſs of

theſé bookſellers at Frankfort , is fnentioned in the letters of LaxN = -

GUET, —it ſufficiently appears , that the uſual courſe of trade often

¿arried the bookſellers of London ; to Germany , to attend the

« German fairs . & fa
In one of theſé ’Tetters , LANCÉ ET recommends to the favouRr

of SIDNEY , a young Saxon gene P was coming to Eng -
land , for the ¿mprovement of his manners , ad to learn the Engliſh
language . Thé German proteſtants then ’ reſorted to Britain , as

the capital of their religion , uſt as the catholics were wont to go
to Rome . Lam , Sir , yours , &C .

Fan . 20 , 1800 .
»

Pu1L0o BIBLIOPOLA ,

MBSii 1PIE D RM

OF PULVERIZED BONES , &c . USED as MANURES .

To the Editor . of ihe Commercial and Agricultural Magazine .
D

DIR
MF all publications , thoſe in periodical numbers are now
2

the moſt ‘ numerous . You periodical writers plunder all

‘ others , abuſe them , eſcape criticiſm yourſelves, and, as it ſhould

Teein , by a ſort of ſecret common underſtanding , connive at one

another ’ s impoſtures and abſurdities . I had expedtted , that you ,

Sir , would at leaſt prefer your duty to the farmers , who are your

readers - and ſubſcribers , to any meaner conſiderations . But I ſee ,

month after month , errors 1n agricultural Knowledge, wich you

ought to - corre &, propagated in monthly publications , with which

vou cannot but be well acquainted , and ſuffered to betray our

farmers into ruinous and fruitleſs expences , without being checked

‘ by one word of correétion from you . I had recommended your

‘ Magazine to my tenants and rural friends . I am unwilling to

have the ſhame of ſo ſoon contradicting that recommendation ,

Vet , I ſhall henceforth beware of ſaying any thing farther in your

favour ; unléſs you at leaſt inſert in your next Number , the fol ».
lowing eorreéhons of errors , concerning the action of manures ,
which have been lately publiſhed as truths by ſome periodical
writers in agriculture .

:
: |

1. One very extravagant error concerning MANURES , 18, that
“

PULVERIZED BÓNES ora a mafure fa much more fertilizing
4
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than any other , as amply to compen/fate , by extraordinary produce ,
for the extraordinary expence whach it coſts . This error , propa -

gated upon great authorities , has , 1n different parts of the 1fland ,

betrayed many very intelligent farmers into a fruitleſs expence ,
which ſerved or. ly to make them and their improvements ridicu -

lous in the eyes of all their neighbours . In truth , I ſhould as

ſoon think of adviſing a man to manure his fields with old wigs ,
as of bidding him buy PULVERIZED BONES tÆput upon them .

BOoNEs , Sir , are well known to be a chemical compound of

LIME with PHOSPHORIC ACID . When ‘ pulverized , and em -

ployed as a manure , they can ¿mote the growth of vegetables
only by yielding ſomething which enters into the compoſition of

the vegetable ſubſtance , or by favouring thoſe combinations and .

decompoſitions from which the vegetable body receives its nou - ,

riſhment . “ pieu Fro es (
Now , PHOSPHORŸS ,Gr: PHOSPHORIC ACID , does indeed enter .

into vegetables on ſoufſé ‘ occaſibns ; not , however , as an eiſential, -
but as an accidenta ] prifciple ; and rarely into thoſe vegetabl &
which ' we cultivate in Britain as articles of crop . It is not, : there -
fore , as an element of vegetable matter , that aught but ihe oxygen
of the phoſphoric acid of bones can contribute to ſupport vege -
tation . In any other mode of aétion , it cannot ' ‘ be very uſeful ,
for , manures which afford the aétual elements of vegetable ſubs ,

ſtance , are always greatly preferable to thoſe which only favour

the evolution of ſuch elements . In the whole , then , the phoſ -
Pphoric part of ’ the ‘ earth of bones cannot accompliſh any fex &1 -

lizing efes , more important than thoſe of the ſulphuric part of

gyp/um orfelenite , or thoſe of the carbonic part of chalk .

_ As to the LIME of the powder or earth of bones , this is their

principal manure . L1ME ats , in every diverſity of circumſtances ,
with ſo powerful an energy in promoting vegetation , that it ſcems

to undergo , under the organic functions of vegetables , a change of

nature , by which it 18 converted into an elementary pabulum of

vegetation . Lime 1s, indeed , in all probability , reſolved into dxy -
gen , as it enters 1ntò vegetables . Of the earth of bones , therefore ,
the lime is the ’ principal fertilizing part . Nor are its effcéts more

powertul or happier in this earth , than when i 1s uſed 1n the form

ot quick - lime , of marle , of ſhells , or of Paris - plafter ,
Thoſe farmers , therefore , at very imprudently , who , at great

expence , manure their fields with PULVERIZED BONES ; expeQ -
ing from this manure , a more abundant return of crop , than from

lime applied in the more common and cheaper forms . Quic &-
time , which is ſoon neutralized from the atmaſphere , carbonate of
lime or chalk , ſulphate of lime , or gyp/um , all infinitely cheaper
to the purchaſer , are not a whit leſs uſeful as manures , thari PHOS

FHATE OF LIME , or earth of bones .

2 . OIL - CAKEs of rape - ſced , from Holland , and from Limerick
“

|
1
î

j
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in Ireland , have been likewiſe recommended to uſe , as an incom -

parably rich manure . They certainly do furniſh a valuable ma -

nure . They conſiſt chiefly of hydrogen and carbon , the two

great ingredients af vegetable ſubſtance . They unite theſe ingré -
dients in a combination that is eafily miſcible ith water , and

eaſily decompoſable by heat and the force of oppoſite attractions .

They afford , therefore , a pabulum that , in moderate quantity , may

be , without difficult $, digeſted by the organic funftions of vege -

tables . /
But much of the decompoſable oil of thoſe cakes , is liable to be

loſt bv evaporation and various diſperſions , before it can be de -

compoſed and abſorbed in the progreſs of vegetation . Where it

exiſts in too great abundance , it 1s apt to produce a rank , luxu -

riant vegetation , which 1s aQually vegetable diſeaſe , TL in no

inſtance produces - an abundance of vegetable crop , ſo much

greater than that which 1s to be abtained bythe uſe of common

dunghill manure duly prepared ,as tó repay ; in an adequate man -

ner , the ſuperiority of the expénce at which the ol - cakes áre

neceſſarily to be purchaſed. In truth , sf our common dunghill

manure were prepared in the beſt poſſible manner ; the advantage

of uſing it , would be much greater , than what is to be found in

the uſe of any other manure . Let our farmers , therefore , ſlight
the uſe of oil - cakes , and ſet themſelves to preparé as much dung=-
hill manure , and that as rich , as poſlible .

“9g. A DR . TIUNTER , of York , has aſſerted , that : ! , miſcible
oth water ; conſtitutes the genuine and peculiar food of plants ,

*
OBers , in conſequence of experiment , have declared , that it 18

, P ,

not ſo . Both the one party and the other err . Oil and water

do , together , contairi all the neceſſary elements of vegetable mat -

ter ,—hÿy drogen , carbon , oxygen . Baut , both the oil and the water ,

eſpecially the former , muſt be for the greater part of their quan -

tity , reſolved into the elements of which they are compoſed , be -

ſore they can enter into the ſubſtance of living vegetables . In

thoſe inſtances in which * oil and water did not eminently pro -

mote vegetation, —they have been applied to the vegetables , un -

aſſiſted by the preſence óf thoſe means which were reguiſite to

promote the ” rapid decompoſition of the oil and water : “ perhaps
the oil , perhaps the water , perhaps both , were applied in ſuch

quántity , as to : drown thoſe vegetable energies which they were

intended to enliven and to nouriſh . The elements of all manure ,

are , certainly , never more advantageouſly applied , than in calca -

reous fal , and m the produce of our common dungaills .
I ſhould not , Sir , have preſented to you , theſe attempts to rec -

tify miſtakes concerning the nature and ation of manures , bad I

not thought it your duty to corre ſuch errors , and had it not

appeared to me that you connived at them , becauſe they were ‘ pro -
2 i
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pagated by the fraternity of periodical Writers. Forgive this
itrong language ; and believe me to be a friend to your Publica

tion , as log as it ſhall be honeſtly conduêted .

Jan : 18 , 1800 .
Y A LANDHOLDER «

«

ED PPE TAA Y

ON THE BEST MEANS OF ALLEVIATING THE DISTRESSES

OF THE POOR , AND OF PROCURING ABUNDANCE aND

REASONABLE CHEAPNESS or PROVISIONS , FroR THEA

PRESENT ' AND FUTURE YEARS ,

For the Commercial and Agricultural Magazine .

VE have conſidered it as our duty , amid the ſeverities of the

preſent ſeaſon , to examine into the beſt means for allevi -

ating the diſtrelles of the poor, - and for procuring to all the in -

habitants of Great Britain 1n géneral , conſtant plenty and cheap -
neſs ot proviſions, “ ‘ To the authors of ſuch a publication as our ’ s ,
this duty ſeems to preſent itſelf , with claims the moſt forcible ,
of ‘ reſpe &ful notice . If we could negleé &t claims ſo. direftly re -

lating to the intereſts of thoſe to whom our papers are chiefly ad-
dreſſed ; we ſhould be unworthy of the favours ot the beſt patrons
of our Magazine . ¿

The following are the reſults of our moſt careful enquiries and

refleétions concerning this ſubjett . i:

I . The /carcity is , certainly , not equal to the aferm . Five ór

ſix hundred years fince , hardly a winter ever pafled , in which
many human beings did not periſh , juſt as birds and ſheep die , in

great numbers , in the ſevere winters which we fſtill , from time to

time , experience . While civil order was improved , and induſtry
quickened ; though population was at the ſame time increaſed, —

yet the means of ſubſiſtance became continually more plentiful ,—
and the havoc by the famines of the winters , ſtill leſs and leſs terri

ble . Agriculture , in reſpe &t to corn ſolely , became , in the laſt

century , ſufficiently extenſive to afford , in ordinary years , ‘ enough
for the uſe of the inhabitants , and a good proportion tor exporta -
tion . But, - population was thèn comparatively thin ; and human

dife was deſuitute of all but the moſt indiſpenſible neceſſaries , and

and the groſs luxuries of mere riot . / Beſides , the producers and

exporters of corn , in thoſe early times , preſervéd no ſtores for

future years , They ſold their corn , not becauſe they could eaſily
ſpare it , but becauſe they wanted other neceſſaries , for the ſaké

of which , - portion of their grain was , unavoidably , to be ſold .

In the progreſs of the preſent century , we have occaſionally
known ſeaſons of exceſſive ſcarcity . One of the moſt ſevere of

theſe was the winter of the year 1739 - 40 . Since that æra , ſeaſons

of ſcarcity have been , continually , moré rare ; and the evils of

tha (Tthat ſcarcity , while - it , endured , leſs affli &ive , The population
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and the manufactures of Britain have not , in their increaſe , - ex - /

ceeded the increaſe of the produce of the dire neceſſaries of life . :

If Britain now export . leſs grain than formerly ; the difference is

owing chiefly to the increaſe of ſuch of our manufaétures as uſe

grain , more or leſs , for their 74w materials . If we have , gcca -

fionally , years of ſcarcity ; theſe now recur much leſs frequent -
Iy, —and , when they do come , are much leſs ſevere , than for - '

merly , We now have a ¿houſand times more of value in accu -

zmulated capital than our ancefßtors , at the diſtance of two or three

hundred years backwards , poſleíſed . We are not now éontent ,

as our forefathers were , to have . corn merely for one year : we

think ourſelves in danger of periſhing by famine , 1f we have not

enough 1n ſtore for more than two years . But , even the . arts of

the ftoreſtaller and monopoliſt are not unuſeful tothe country .
They ſave for ſpring , for the coming ſummer , for another year, ’

that which , if it were brought - too - haſtily intæ &the marker , imme -

diately after harveſt , might be all ‘ conſumed ‘or exported in the

courſe of a few months after it ” has beeù reaped . Even in the

years the moßſt barren harveſts , we have full in the iſland , more

of grain and edible vegetables than is wanted for our ſuſtenance ,

When it is otherwiſe , the ſuperior advantages of our commerce ,

and of our national opulence , open for us all the other granaries
in the ‘ world . Thoſe even who have too little corn for themſelves ,

will be , every where , ready to afford us a ſhare of it ; ſince we

are glad to purchaſe it far prices ſo ample .
* In theſe circumſtances , the firſt care of perſons of all ranks ,

fhould be , to diſcountenance the ſuſpicion of a ſcarcity . Let us

allow , that corn and other proyiſions may be ſomewhat lels

abundant than they have been in ſome former years : let ‘ us

grant that they ' muſt be ſoméwhat dearer . But , on the other

hand , let us firmly aſſert the truth , that there cannot poſſibly
be an aétual nece/ſary famine in ſuch year as the preſent , in 2

country poſſeſſing thoſe ſtores which have been laid up in Britain .
Do any artifices of trade interpoſe to keep up the alarm ? let

" thoſe who are beſt qualified , deteét and oppoſe them ; but , enter

into no combinations againſt the traders in proviſions . It is rea -

ſonable , that they enjoy an occaſional enhancement of profits . The

occaſional profits of a year of dearth will encourage to an in -

creaſed cultivation , ſuch as , at a ſubſequent time , muſt give ex -

ceſſive ‘ abundance . If the alarm of /carcity were generally
removed ; the ſcarcity itſelf would be removed likewiſe . The

fear of ſubſequent cheapneſs has the ' ſame tendency to produce
that cheapneſs , which the fear of dearth , has , to make all things

dearer . O

II , After encouraging one another with good hopes ; the next

things proper for us to do , muſt be ; to rouſe from idlenefſs, to turn

from frivolity , to relinquiſh “ wild diſſipation , to apply every one

writh # ew diligence to that particular zaduſiry which is the moſt
Fr

rr
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ſuitable to our reſpeélive conditions ; and , at the ſame tume, to re -
frain from all that waſte of the neceſſaries and conveniencies of life ,
which affords , in truth , no real enjoyment. W hatever affords real

enjoyment , needs not yet to be denied to us . ;
AII INDUSTRY , that 1s not dire &ly vicious , is more or leſs

produétive . Let the great LANDHOLDER “apply to! the ima

provement of his mind , to the regulation of his houſehold , the
cultivation of his eſtates , the improvement of the county and

parochial police , the general amelioration of all our rural and
national economy . Let the MERCHANT , in conſideration of the

preſent alarm of dearth and ſcarcity , inéreaſe his diligence 12

tair , . attive , prudent , commercial tranſactions ; avoid , more cau -

tiouſly than ever , ſpeculations which are either too boîd , or elſe

adapted to impoveriſh bis country , though they ſhould enrich

himlelf ; vigilantly ( watch every opportunity of acquiring fais

profits by honeſt means ; keep his accompts with increaſing ac -
curacy and attention ; and if he “have , at any time , deſerted the

counting - hóuſe and the E fire - ſide , for the ſcenes of fhion -
able 1idleneſs, —lethim henceforth ceaſe to doſo . Let the : FAEMER
be careful to pre/erve his grain from waſte , in the ſack , or in the

granary : let him feed his cattle during the winter , with as much
care and às plentifully as the circumſtances of the ſeaſon will
allow : let him bring the produce of his farm ſeaſonably to mar -
Ket : let him neither refuſe to avail himſelf of the advantages of en - '
hanced price , which the year affords , nor yet keep *back his corn
from the market , in expectation of prices ſull higher , till the corn
be damaged , and the prices reduced very much lower : let him
be careful to have all thoſe winter - labours ſeaſonably performed ,
which are neceſffary in preparation for ſpring and ſummer ; let him
hire only ſervants who can betruly uſeful , giye them reaſónable

wages , allów them enough of nouriſhing food , and vigllantly ,
ithough not tyranmically , take care that they perform their taſks .
Let the MANUFACTURER adively proceed in his undertakings ;
ſkilfully accommodate his manufaétures to the domeſtic and the
foreign demand ; employ as many perſons as his capital , his en -
gagements , and the uſefulneſs of the particular perſons oferin
themſelves , ſhall render prudent for him ; diſcharge from his ſer -
vice , the drunken , the idle , and the diſſolute ; purchaſe his raw
materials of as good quality , and at as low prices , as pollible ; then
prepare them with all poſſible quickneſs for the market , and
cautiouſly confide them only to merchants of undoubted inte -
grity , aftivity , and ſolvency . Let MEN ÓF INGENUITY and
SKILL zn that SCIENCE which goes direêlly to the improvement
of the uſeful arts , apply at this moment , more than ever , to
perfeét ihe arts , and to abbreviate the proceſſes of labour . We
owe totheſe improvementsof art and abbreviations of labour , almoſt
all thoſe benefits , by means of which , the Wwäâges to labourers and
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artiſans have been rendered ſo high , ‘in Britain ; the accomodations

of the poor , ſo much more comtortable than in any other coun -

try ; and even the increaſe of population , in this iſle , ſo conſider -

able , during theſe laſt thirty years . The continued proſecution
of the ſame abbreviations andimprovements , will , unqueſtionably ,

multiply theiradvantages , more than one hundred fold . Now , there -

fore , is the time for 1ngenuity and patriotiſm to exert themſelves

for theſe important ends ; if they would produce ſuch general and

conſtant abundance throughout the empire as ſhall leave fcarcely

even vice and 1idleneſs 1n danger of want . —To all that part of the

community who are employed 11 diret and immediate perſonal

labour, —advice , fill more anxious and ſolemn , is to be earneſtly

addreſſed . In all trades , and in every manufacturing and great

town , throughout Britain , the working artiſans , in great part ,

from the time when they recetve ther weekly wages , on the even -

ing - of Saturday , return not to ſteady applicätion to their work ,

äill on the Tueſday or Wedneſday . following , after the wages of
the preceding week have been riotouſly or idly conſumed . Even

thoſe who are ſomewhat leſs idle and leſs diſhpated , yet do not

work with conſiderable diligence , on the firſt days of the week .

By this means, there 1s, throughout Britain , a weekly loſs of

not leſs than 50,000/ . worth of produttive labour , the produce

of which would otherwiſe go dire @ly and immediately ‘to in -

creaſe the comforts , and alleyiate the diſtreſſes , of the labourimg

pdor. Grant , that , during the latter days of the week , thoie

erſons who have been idle in the beginning of it , labour , harder

than if they had laboured every day without interruption . ‘ This ,

in fa , they often &o : but , the conſeguences are , for this ; full ſo

much the worſe . What between exceſſive labour ’ for one part _

‘ of the week , and exceſſive diſſipation during another part Qt. u

the health and ſtrength of theſe people are loon irreparably de -

froyed ; perhaps twenty , at leaſt fifteen , or ten , years are abridged

from that period , during which the ſame perſons might other -

wiſe have laboured eaſily and cheertully , for themſelves , their chîl -

dren , and the community . That they labour exceſfivelv hard at

one time , in conſequence of having been ¡dle at another , 1s, in

truth , an occaſion of additiagial loſs to themſelves and the whole

nation . Now , theſe petſons are to be earneſtly adjured at

fuch a period as the preſent , when they find it difficult to earn

bread for themſelves and their familes , to break off from

thoſe urregular habits in which they have hitherto indulged . Even

one day ’ s additional labour . will ſupply to almoſt - every one of

them , to the amount of two , three , or even tour ſhillings akad

dition to their weekly income . Such an addition will be adéquate

at leaſt to the increaſe in the price of bread . Beſides , the enhance -

ment of the price of bread ¿an ‘ be but temporary , while a habit

of ſteady induftry , ônce acquired , will be egual to a perpetual

w
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augmentation of income . It is alſo to be conſidered that the bet - >

ter preſervation of health and fſrength to the labourer , which

muſt be the neceſſary conſeguence of this improved regularity of

living and labouring , would alſo afford anothier important aug =-

mentation ‘ of the productive labour which each individual may

Terform in the courſe of his life , Surely , there are ſome , among

the labourers who have been , at times , too idle and diſſolute , whom ,

however , the diſtreſs of ſuch a winter may be expected to rouſe

to a ſenſe of the impropricety of their wonted idle habits . Let

theſe , once , for a few months , try the advantages of thoſe bet =-

ter habits which are here propoſed . It may be, ” with Confl=s:

dence , expected , that , after that trial , the greater part of fuch

perſons would not ſoon again relinquiſh them . —So much : for

that increaſed induſtry of all ranks , which affords . the beſt re -

ſources in a year ofdearth and ſcarcity .
;

WasTE is alſo tb be anxiouſly avoided in ſuch a ſeaſon . Not

that we would recommend to our readers any ſúdden and fan -

taltic reſolutions to abftain from the moderate enjoyment offháfe

comforts and even luxuries of the table , of which they hayebeéit

wont to partake . Reſolutions and propoſals . of „this ſort are , on

ſuch occaſions , eagerly and inconſiderately made , and thên eagerly
and inconſiderately broken . Every Lent muſt have its Carnzva ! .

Notaing 1s gained by an abſtinence which muſt ſoon again be com -

penſated by riot . The only mode of ſparing , which we would

recommend to all ranks , is , Îimply , that of avoiding —drunkennefs
and gluttonous exceſs —and the conſumption of a quantity of mêät

and liguors at every meal , much greater than that which is ac -

tually uſed dy the perſons for whom the mealis prepared . It is in -

credible , how much might be ſayed , in a ſingle day , by this care z
IE han Ho the . Valle OL . 00; 9001 . . for . the whole iſland .

Now , let both rich and poor fill have their wonted diſhes and ”

liquors ; let them have their wonted meetings of hóöſpitality

and convivial friendſhip : —only , let drinking néver proceed to

intoxication ; let there be no more meat conſumed , than 1s indiſpen -

ſibly requiſite ; let not » the rémains from an entertainment be ſo

carélefsly # put to waſte as at preſent . We know ‘ not what it 1s

to ſuffer by famine ; otherwiſe we ſhould ſoon learn to uſe much

more of frugal économy in the conſumption of provifions . At

leaſt one - balŸ of the beer , ale , ſpirits , and wines , which are now

conſumed in Britain , might be ſpared ; if ſuch liquors were never

uſed except to promote health , to refreſh feebleneſs , to enliven

languor , to promote the kindneſs , and the engaging converſation of

friendly and convivial ſociety ; if , in ſhort , every man would ceaſe

from drinking , when he telt himſelf beginning to be exhilarated

to that tate which is called ka/f feas over ; as , in truth , ſpjxitu -

ous liquors , to a man not enfeebled by the habitual uſe of them ,

are ſalutary till they begin to' fluſter the brain , but rom that ’

moment , a with the effets ofa ſlow poiſon ,
COMM . & AG , MAG , Á
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Surely , it is not too much , to ex el that a meaſure of

ſaving which reguires from all but the ſordidly ſenſual and

diſſolute , ſo very little ſelf - denial ; and which would , even alone ,.
be ſufficient to countera &t all the . effes of ſuch a ſcarcity as
that which we now feel ; may be generally and eagerly adopted
by the truly conſiderate and worthy in all ranks of life . If it

were adopted by them ; the example would , unqueſtionably , be

imitated by others . j

11I . Next, let landholders , farmers , merchants , and manu -

Ffacurers emplay as many labourers , at as liberal rates of

wages , as poſſible . We do not wiſn , that any perſon ſhould , 11

charity , employ labourers whoſe ſervices cannot be profitable to

him ; or pay higher wages for their labour , than it it can be pru -

dent for him to give . We would only deſire , that as much labour

ſhould þe called forth and paid for , durimg ſuch a ſeaſon as the

preſent , as can be at all rendered lucrative tò the community and

to the individuals of whom it is compoſed . Landholders have

often various works of building , planting , fencing , ditching ,

hedging , &c . to be pérformed upon their own domains . “ For

theſé they muſt employ labourers , and appropriate a part of their

revenues . Now , if there be , any where , landholders " who IAE

eerely deſire to promote the welfare of their country ; let them

employ labourers for ſuch works , in ſuch a year as the preſent , ra -

ther than in a year of greater abundance . Let the merchant

agd the manufacturer make every exertion to find employment
for as many hands as poſſible . Now is the Teaſon to make - exer -

tions for thé diſcovery of new modes of manufa @ure , which may

bring into employment , perſons who , though willing to work for

heir ſubſiſtence , have hitherto , by various diſadvantages , been hin -

dered from finding ſale tor ſuch work as they were properly able to

perform . Of all modes of charity , there is none more truly laud -

able than that which provides ſmall funds for the purchaſe of

thoſe manufaQures of the poor , which muſt otherwiſe remain

unſold ; funds which are , in due time , by the renewed ſale of

the commodities , to be repaid to their contributors .

IV . Let the u/ual charities , parochial and caſual , be admi -

ziſtered with the utmoſt liberality and vigilance .
Notwithſtanding all the complaints which have been ſo often

raiſed againſt the ENGLISH /yftem ofpoor laws ; though many

evils and imperfeétt1ons be , undeniably , intermingled in that ſyſtem ;

yet if muſt be confeſſed , by all who are truly qualified to judge of a

matter ſo difficultin its nature , and ſo exceedingly diverſified 1n its

relat¿9ns ; that , for a very populous country , andá highly complex

ſtate of ſociety , there was never yet , ſo happy a ſyſtem of national

charity to diſtreſs deviſed ,«as that of the Engliſh poor laws , con -

ſidered in their leading principles and their genúine ſpirit . In fuch

a ſeaſon as the preſent , let theſe laws have their full efficiency .

There is no ſituation of life , in which wiſdom and viftue may by
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more beneficently employed , than in the duties of an overſcer

of the poor or a juſtice of the peace . In the preſent year , let

gentlemen in theſe employments , throughout England , join Vigl -

lance , tenderneſs , and aCvity . Even frowardneſs and vice are not

to be uſed with harſhneſs and cruelty in the hour of diſtreſs ; a

fitter time will come for their correétion . Of the indigent and

diſtreſſed poor , the ſuſtenance , the happineſs , the very virtue ,

are placed , more entirely than we are , upon a firſt conſideration ,

apt to imagine , inthe hands of the pariſh - oflicers . Let them be

neither ſurly nor ſimple ; let them neither laviſh away too great

Aan exPpence , nor ſtarve and maltreat the poor , for the ſake of

ſaving a few pounds tó the pariſh ,
In ScoTLAND , the mode of the maintenance of the poor , leaves

them more 1n dependence upon caſual charity , than they uſually

are 1h England . Yet , in moſt parts ot the former country , the

p0or arejuſt as certainly and as liberally relieved , as in the latter .

But , it 1s only for a ſimpler ſtate of ſociety , and a leſs populous

country , that the Scottiſh mode of providing tor the reliet of the

Poor , can prove effffeé @tual . In the great towns and the manufac -

turing diſtricts of Scotland , it has been neceſſary - to relieve . the

diſtrelles of the poor , by modes of proviſion appraaching , in their

ſpirit , very near to that which prevails in England . In Scotland ,
as in England , it is earneſtly to be deſired , that thoſe to whom

the care of this matter is intruſted , miniſters , parochial fſeſſionss
heritors , juſtices of the peace , city magiſtrates , and . others ,

ſhould , with vigilance , humanity , and prudence , ſupply the
wants of their unhappy brethren , as liberally , as beneficially ,
and at as little waſte of expence , as poſſible .

In ſpite of the proviſions by law , 1n both England and Scotland

obliging every pariſh to ſupply maintenance to 1ts own deſtitute

poor ; many of the moſt wretched of theſe poor , unavoidably fall ,by
the various accidents of ſocial life , into a condition in which they

cannot procure immediate relief from their proper pariſhes . Ic

is eſpecially in ſuch a ſeaſon as the preſent , that the diſtreſſes of

theſe people , are the moſt ſevere . ‘ In behalf of theſe perſons ,
whoſe wants are not the , leſs real for their being , in ſome ſort ,

proſcribed by law , all the tenderneſs of voluntary humanity , ought

to be called : forth . . Do not , with wanton inſult , rejet the ' pet1-
tion of every wandering beggar . Let the humiliation and the

miſery of friendleſs , houſelels want , move you to forget , tor ſome

moments , that this want and deſtitutiton may , poſſibly , be the

conſequences of vices . Do not merely meet the CASUAL POOR

with ſome ſcanty relief , when they earneſtly preſent themſelves

to your regard . Seek them out ; liſten to their tales of diſtreſs ;
hold out the relieving hand , before relief be too late . - Refuſe

zot to penetrate into thoſe cells where /onely want retires to diez

grant not merely the pecuniary means ot relief : but take care
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alſo , that theſe means be uſed in that manner in which they ſhall

be likely to become the - moſt beneficially effeQual . .

Another Tort of poor who deſerve relief , and that to be ad . “

miniſtered in a manner. the moſt cautious and delicate , are per -

fons who are in extreme want , which delicacy and generous pride ’
move thém to conceal - as much as poſſible from the world . If . the

Wants of theſe people be not timely diſcovered and relieved ; they
muſt periſh by hunger ; or , at laſt , in compliance with the calls of

nature, ’ break through that modeſt dignity of ſentiment , which

does them now ſo much honour , and leſcend to the idleneſs

ánd meanneſs ‘ of the clamorous beggar : or perbaps , in the ex -

_tremity of deſpair , they may even be driven into fatal crimes

againſt the peace of ſociety . If , on the contrary , theſe people
ſhall obtain timely relief , in a manner that ſhall not degrade and

deprave , while it relieves them ; their virtues and their lives may

ât once be ſaved , and even „exalted to become , moré than ever ,

the ſtrength and ornament oftheir country . Let every rich and good
man, —let every worthy lady , poſſeling tie elegance of virtue ,—
ſcek out theſe people ; drop , as it were , fairy favours upon them ;
encourage their induſtry ; ſoothe their ſorrows , by every honeſt ,

delicate artifice ; relieve , without depreſling and inſulting , them ;
relieve , too , without unmannirñig them , and diſpoſing them to

throw , too indiferently , upon others , the concern of gratuitouſly
ſupplying their wants .

z

One claſs of the poor who deſerve this ſort of relief , conſiſts of

the families of drunken artizans ; who would poſſeſs the means

ſubliſtence , if the huſband and father laboured ſteadily , and

brought his wages regularly home for the ſupport of his wife and

children ; but who , by his ſloth and diſſoluteneſs , are often lefe

without a morſel of bread . Merchants , manufacturers , land -

holders , tradeſmen in all conditions , ought to enquire diligently
into the condition of the families of the workmen whom they em -

ploy , and to endeavour , by every reaſonable means, —that , at leaît ,

a reaſonable proportion of the wages of the huſband aud parent ,

may be, - 1n every caſe , appropriated to the uſe of his wife and

children . The manufacturer will exceedingly dignify his cha -

rafter and employment , if he ſhall endeavour to aft , towards ‘ his

workmen and their families , the part of a benevyolenut parent .
V . One mode of charity deſerves to be eſpecially recom -

ménded , as , perhaps above all others , the beſt adapted to alleviate

the ills of a ſeaſon of ſcarcity and dearth . Let city magiſtracies ,

friendly ſocieties , the committees for managing and laying out ERE

“_ritable ſubſcriptións , & . —uſe the ſums , or rather certain propor -

tions out of the ſums , which they have tó deal out in charity , —in

purchaſing meal , bread , meat , and freſh vegetables, —not tobe abſo -

Jutely given away without price, —but to be ſold at prices ſo much

lower than thoſe of the markets , that they may relieve the poor from

the oppreſliveneſs of the dearth , though not from the payment of

í
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thoſe middle prices , which the wages of labourers , if not ifmpru -

dently waſted , are , in truth , not inſufficient to pay . This plan of cha -

rity , has , at different times , been tried , in different parts of the iſland ,

and always with the happieſt efes . „It has the advantage of re -

lieving the poor , without humbling them too much in their own

eyes , Or withdrawing them from a manly dependance on their

own exertions , The proviſions , of which the price 1s thus re -

duced , ought to - be ſold only to perſons who have been previouſ -

Iy provided with tickets , as being known to be fit objects of ſuch

charity . Care ought to be taken , that this ſale of proviſions , at

reduced prices , be not ſo managed , as to diſguſt or injure thoſe

dealers by whom the market is commonly ſupplied . It is of the

utmoſt importance , that , while the frauds of theſe perſons are pre -

vented , their aétivity ſhould be conſtantly excited and en -

couraged . |
y

:

VI . Avoid all novel , fantaſtic , modes of charity , ſuch as , by
their odd ſingularity , may indeed be adapted to excite faſhionable

buſtle and curioſity , but are , nevertheleſs , not fo accommodated ¿o

the prejudices of the poor , and to their ordinary way of living ,

as to yield them effectual relief .
i :

The eſtabliſhments for mating SOUP , to be diſtributed to the

poor at a ſmall price , are , in London , and in moît of the great

towns in England , likely to prove excéedingly beneficial . They

are ſufficiently accommodated to the Engliſh way of living . They

afford , at an unuſually cheap rate , one of the beft articles that can be

furniſhed from a cooks ſhop , for a poor man ' s dinner . For dif -

tant rural hamlets , however , and for Scotland in general , the diſe

tribution of ſuch s0UPs , ought not to be eagerly reſorted to , as

the only mode of charity . In many places , 1f you give but fuet ,

and now and then a ſmall portion of fleſh , at moderate prices , the

PooR will prepare souPs/or themſelves , full cheaper and more nou -

riſking than thoſe of the ſoup - houſes . ‘ Throughout almoſt all Scot -

land , however the matter may at a firſt trial appear , the eſtabliſh -

ment of ſoup - houſes , though uſeful and highly laudable , will not

be found to prove , im the end , the moſt eligible mode of relieving
the poor .

;

Some of the benevolent great , think it a good thing , to givethe

poor , or to certain claſſes of poor , occaſionally , a ſumptuous dinner ,

or the means for a ſumptuóus dinner , for a ſingle day . This is

ſeldom an advantageous mode of beſtowing charity : for the greater

part of thoſe who receive it , a day of idleneſs . and perhaps ofriot ,
1s the natural conſequence . ‘ Thus , the labourer loſes more than he

gains, by this injudicious , however well - meant , benefaction .

Ve may here obſerve , that we have ſeen Sunday Schools 1n -

ſtituted in ſome parts of the country , with,a want of judgment
ſimilar to that of which we complain . They were inſtituted by

perſons who only followed , without conſideration , a benevolent

faſhion « There were parifh - ſchools , to which the children might

«Qua
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bave been ſent , without any troubleſome expence ; änd there

were no eftablifhments of manufacture or other induſtry , to hinder
the children from going to ſchool throughout the week . There

were many reaſons which rendered it obviouſly much better , that

the children ſhould go to the common pariſh ſchool , than to the

funday fſchool —fitter tor great towns and for the ſeats of manu -
facture . /

It is too oftén the caſe with the benefactions of the great , that

they are beſtowed at the bidding of faſhion , without that variety
of accommodation to diverſity of circumſtances , which 1s necef -

ſary to make them truly uſeful .

VII . In general , throughout the whole iſland , UEL will be

found to be one of the moſt ſuitable articles to ‘ be beſtowed in

charity . / The want of it , makes the cells and cottages of the poor
more uncomfortable , than can any other want , in a ſevere winter ,

Coals may be ‘ beſtowed gratuitouſly ; or quantities may be Ppur-
chaſed by pariſhes , 1Incorporations , and benevolent ſubfcriptions, —
and again ſold out to the poor , at half price . Infinite good may be

done by this ſpecies of charitable benetaction .

VIII . Amid the difficulties and neceſlities of a year of ſcarcity and

dearth , particular attention ought to be paid to the manágement of

all public iñſtitutions of charity . - Hoſpitals for the ſick , places ‘ of

education for the children ofthe poor , wor&khoufſes for the main -

tenance of the infirm and deſtitute , ought not to be abandoned to

the ſelfiſh and mercenary ; but to be adminiſtered under the vi -

gilant iniſpettion of the whole public whoare intereſted in them .

Cleanlineſs ought , inthe firſt place , to be carefully attended to . It

ſhould . next be managed , that the apartments be ſuitably furniſhed ,
well aired , and comfortably warmed . Then ought the attention

to be direéted to the wholeſomeneſs , the reaſonable plentifulneſs ,
and the proper variety , ot the proviſions . Care ſhould be taken ,

too , that . EDUCATION - CHARITIES , which were originally de/ -
tined for the poor , be not bafſely diverted to the uſe of the children

of the rich . Of all crimes againſt God and ſociety , that of the

intereſted abuſe of ſuch charities , 1s one of the moſt heinous . Such

abuſe 1s but too common in this country . Let the 007 , at leaſt ,
not be nefariouſly robbed , in fuch a ſeaſon as the preſent .

IX . CLERGYMEN and PHYSICIANS have 1t in their power to

do much good , at ſuch a time as the preſent .
That Clergyman 1s unworthy of the name , who does not prefer

His oficial and parochial duties to every other amuſement or care .

Not only in the pulpit , but continually , his time , his thoughits , all

his attention , ought to be dedicated to the higheſt intereſts of thoſe

whoſe ſpiritual dire &ion 1s confided to him . In the preſent ſea -

fon eſpecially , it is the duty of evéry parochial clergyman , to viſit

every houſe and every hovel within the diſtrict of his charge ; to

enguiré into whatever can affe the virtue, - the piety , or the peace ,

even of his meanefl pariſhioners ; to conſole , to relieve , ,to ads
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moniſh ; to call upon others , who poſſeſs a greater abundance of
the ogood things ot this life , to give that ſu pply to the wants of

the needy , Slit : 194he himſelf may not have to Dells The clergy

ought to täte themfſelves the very eyes of charity .
Puxs1C1 ANS , bèéing profeſlionally engaged to viſit ſcenes of

diſtreſs , in the cells of the poor , as well as in the palaces of the

rich , have opportunity to Wwitneſs many of the e
vts

and ML

ſeries of want , which are hidden from the reſt ott the world . Let

„them , too , conſole , relieve , ſolicit . Let them invoke the cha -

rity of their rich patients ,1
in

behalf of thoſe who are wretchedly
poor . Let ’ them exert deres Ives to excite the feelings of thoſe ,

who , in opulence , are viſited e ſickneſs , tor the relretof thoſe

who are ſick and in want of all the means by which ſickneſs may
be alleviated or health ſuſtained .

X . The DESTITUTE POOR may do much for . their own relief .

What little they may have of their own , let ther uſe frugally . -
Let no one ſit idle , Who 31s at all able tò work , and éan find means

to procure móney or tood tor hone st labour . When they are forced

to aſk relief from the char f their ‘ brethren , let them aſk it mo -

deſtly and humbly . When tt ley receive , let themreceive grate tully .
Let them uſe what they thus obtain , much mor ſparingly , than if it

were the produce ot theirown labour . Let chem reflet , whether

or not their extreme ndigence be not , more or leſs , the conſe ,

quence ‘ of eicher the vice , or at leaſt the inconſiderate imprudence ,
of ſome former part of their life . If they find it to be ſo ; tet

them earneſtly corre thoſe bâd habits which have proved thus

miſchievous and unfortunate . Let them think , that ; when they
receive the benefit of a gratuitous ſuſtenance from the community
to which they nmr ib

it muß be ; in an eſpecial manner , the1r

duty to compenſate that fiin by the only means 1n their power ;
the ſetting ot a good example of all thoſe virtues of

temperance ,
tortitude , and ün nlity , which are : compatit le with their condi -

tion . Let them add to HHG that piety which ennobles , dignifies ,
bleſſes every ſtate of human life , however . otherwiſe mean and

wretched .

XI . From all the circumſtances of a ſeaſon , in which ſcarcity
of food is to be prevented only by temperance , moderation , bene -

volence , and ſteadineſs of virtuous exertion , 1t will become the

whole nation , to take aleſſon of piety towards God . It is not that

ſort of piety , of which ſuperſtition 1s the canvaſs , and enthuſiaſm

the colouring , that we would here ſpeak of . Nor yet do we

mean that ſort of, religious decency , which has been of late con -

fiderably faſhionable , nd which aileAts a reverence for a religion
that is diſbelieved , merely to betray the poor to reverence it .

Thetrue piety of which we ſpeak , muſtariſc from a belief ; that the

univerſe 1s one whole , the reſult of one ſimple deſign of an âll -

powerful agent ; that the ſame being who framed , ſtill governs and

ſuperintends it ; that the virtuous and prudent conduc of man -
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kind 18 made the means , in the hands of that being , for accompliſh -
ing their happineſs ; that núsfortune , miſery , and want , are the con -

ſequences and che puniſhment of folly , indolence, ' and vice , either ,

in the particular perſons on whom thoſe evils fall , or in others

who have , ‘ 6ne way or - another , the power of influencing their

fate . Such ſentiments as theſe muſt be frequently awakened in

ingenuous and refle @ing minds , by theincidents efa year of dearth

and ſcarcity . No - other ſentiments have ſo powerful a tendency .
to promote that tenor of conduét , by which all the ills - of ſuch a

year are to be diſſipated .
In general , then , 1t appears that the real danger of exceſſive

dearth and ſc

prudence , frugality , temperance , kind and active charity , ſincere

and rational picty , may , even in the courſe of the preſent year ,
ſecure to us a cheap abundance ; that eccentric modes ’ of cha -

rity , aéting without . due conſideration of circumfſtances , are apt

to . prove hurtful , inſtead of beneficial , Beſides , it is to be con -

Tidered , that the high prices ofa year , exciting to the more diligent
and extenſive raiſing of produce , muſt , -by neceſſary conſe -

quence , bring on years of plenty in ús train ,

Fan . 16 , 1800 . Re H .

ERE 5 ZIEIFO awe

Or THE USE or CORN roR SEED THAT Has NOT BEEN

FULEY RIPENED ,

To the Editor of the Commercial and Agricultural Magazine .
SIR :

YESTERDAY , happened , in examining a file of newſpapers ,
9 to find , in two or three , for days in the end of & ober laſt , a

paragraph of advice to farmers , corn - merchants , and, mlllers , in

which it was recommended to reſerve for ſeed , all ſuch grain of

ceeds , invariably occaſion the moſt remarkable diverſities 1n Its

thoſe where it 1e to be ſown ? Are not the purity , the trelh -

raity , 1s much leſs , than the alarm ; that fortitude ,-
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nes , in ſhort , all - that which is accounted the beſt perfeétion of

vegetable ſeeds of all ſorts , ‘ are not theſe qualities ever tound ,

cœterus paribus , to afford the beſt produce in crop ?

In fa &, Sir , grains of corn which have - not been ſuffered to

ripen - on ‘ the ſtalk , are not ſuſceptible of preſervation in a ſound

ſtate . “ They do not contain the ſame elementary “ingredients as

thoſe grains which have grown to perteét ripeneſs . For the

ſame reaſon that makes thoſe unripe grains unfit to afford good
flour or meal , they are alſo incapable of uſe as ſceds which would

certainly afford a good produce . No unripe grain contains , in

due proportion , all thoſe elementary parts, which are neceſſary to

make a ſeed afford a young plant -ot ſufficient health and vigour .
Ripening 1s a proceſs of de - oxygenation . If that proceſs be not

duly completed ; the compoſition 1s not formed , out 0F which

alone , the new vegetable may be , with confidence , expetted toariſe .

An unripe ear of corn , when dried , is , in its nature , more like to

chaff or ſtraw , than to genuine farinaceous grain . I ihould às

ſoon expe to obtain the rich flavour and ſpirit of wine of Bur

gundy from a diſtiller ’ s waſh , as to have a VIgorous , thick , and

thriving crop of grain , from ſeed conſiſting of. unripe ears .

But , Sir , it is , on thé other hand , undoubtedly . true ; that , as

was well ſuggeſted by the late Preſident of the Board of Agrieul -
ture ; corn , in general , might be advantageouſly reaped , rather

earlier than it is uſual for Britiſh “ farmers 1n many parts of the

iſland to begin their harveſt . There are a certain growth , anda

certain degree of ripeneſs , beyond which the final de - oxygenation
of grain may be accompliſhed , juſt as well in the open air after it

has been cut down , as while it 1s ſtill rooted in the earth . - The

great difficulty is , when ,by any means , there 1s an inequality in the

ripening of - the corn in a field . Then , indeed , the cutting down

of a part of that corn , while it 1s ſtill green , is not to be avoided ,
otherwiſe than by ſuffering the grain of another part , to be loſt for

want of ſeaſonable reaping . Farmers will , for the moſt part , do

well , to watch for a time between that at which their corn

aſſumes a mellowed whiteneſs , and that at Which it 1s liable to be

ſhaken from the ſtalk by every briſk breeze . When ſuch a time

ſhall appear to have arrived ; put in the ſickle .

If , Sir , I have ſucceeded in explaining what I had in my
mind , when I ſat down to write ; I have probably ſatisfied you ,
that grain unfit for flour or meal , becaufe it was cut down unripe ,
1s alſo unfit to be ſown as ſeed ; and that farmers might , with ſuf .

ficient prudence , anticipate , often by a day or two , the time at

which u 1s uſual for them to reap their corn . Pray , try , whether

what I have written may not equally ſatisfy ſuch of your readers

as have any guts in their brains, —to uſe a homely , but expreſlive ,
metaphor . I am , Sir , your' ’ s, &c ,

Hexham , Fan . 3, 1800 . G. Roßs0N .

COMM , & AG . MAG , E



( 6 ) | [ Jan

Tux NESTS ox DENS oy MOLES .

Fo ihe Editor of the Commercial and Agricultural Magazine .
SIR,

; (

F you ſhall think the following fas likely to entertain your

readers ; you may inſert them 1in/ one of your Numbers . I re -

late them from perſonal obſervation .

The Mo LE ſeems one ot the moſt pitiful of all thoſe quadru -
peds which live upon herbs and grains . Yet are its organs , apPre -

hénſions , and habits , admirably accommodated to its way of life .

Its fur , its fore - feet , its ſnout , even its faint and glimmering eye -

ſight , ‘ are all peculiarly advantageous in that reſidence under

ground , 1n which its time 1s clueſly ſpent . The mole - hillocks ,

which are often fb exceedingly troubleſome in meadows , diſplay

2 conſiderably ſocial diſpoſition in the moles by which they are

formed . They are uſually arranged together , like the houſes in a

hamlet or village . They are always raiſed , as much as poſible , in

the vicinity of water ; indicating in the mole a diſpoſition as to

this element , not very unlike to that of the otter , or even the

beaver . In their internal ſtrufture , they ſhew either wonderful

inſtin &, or remarkable ingenui : y of contrivance .

The hiullock 1s the nef , den , or houſe , of the MoLE . ‘ The

moulà , which is thrown up , and appears above , 1s ' the roof , or ex -

terior flrnéture , of this curious habitation . Within that root 1s

raiſed a ſimilar , ſolid hillock , ſo much ſmaller as to leave a con -

ſiderable ſpace between . Arches or columns of earth , reared from

the interior and ſolid hillock , ſupport the exterior ſtruéture or

roof . Though looſe above , the earth of this roof , 1s, on the

infide , beaten , preſſed , and intermixed with the roots of

plants , ſo as- to form a ſort of plaſtering mortar . On the

top of the interior and ſolid hillock , 1s the uſual ſeat of the mole

berſelf , and the nef of her young . Its elevation riſes above the

level of the ſurface of the ground ; thus ſecuring the little family
from being unawares flooded by the fall of rains . The ſides of

this habitation , are pierced all around with ſloping paſſages , which

deſcend deeper than its Own level , and ſerve at once tor ſewers

to carry of any ſuperíluous moiſture , and for paths , by which the

moles may, from time to time , 1ſſue ſecretly out , in queſt of food .

Human archite @ure has produced nothing more fkilfully adapted
to the purpoſes tor which it is deſtined . Who that contemplates

the habitation and economy of the glimmering mole , would pre -

fer to theſe the famed contrivances of the béaver ?

The moles ate moſt commonly ofdark colours . Yet moles of a

beautiful cream coloux , are now and then to be mer with . „ The

moje and the farmer are mutual enemies , and are ever at war

with each other . There is reaſon to ſuſpe &, that moles fometimes

ſwim acroſs pieces of water of no inconfiderable breadth .

- ani ; : - Sr , your very humble ſervant ,

Ouſfley, Dec . 25 ; 1799 : AN OLD MoLE - CATCHRBS

.
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ZNOQUIRY coVCERNING THE MECHANICAL ARTS .

To the Editor of the Commercial and Agticultural Magazine .

DIK ,

AM a ſubſcriber to a county - library , into which the Numbert

of your Magazine are regularly received . I am , in conſe -

quence of this advantage , one of your moſt faithful readers . *I arf

much pleaſed to find , that , ſo far as you have hitherto advanced

in the execution of the plan propoſed in your advertiſement , you

certainly have not balked the expectatioris you had endea -

voured to excite . Your undertaking is , as yet , but C 1EST COLE

mencement . It 1s enough , that , in correêtneſs of literary com >

poſition , in reétitude of ſcience , in the mixture of the entertain

ing with the inſtructive , and in perſpicuous explication of the

coitimon arts of life , you have rather exceeded , than fallen ſhort

of , what your advertiſement promiſed . What you have given ,
ſatisfies me , that you will , in due time , contribute all that can be ,

in fuch a publication , deſired .

Not , therefore , to reproach you , but to make known to you ,

what would be exceedingly acceptable to myſelf and ſome ot my

neighbours ; I beg leave to remind you , that the MECHANICAL

arts are not leſs important than the chemical , though the former
have not hitherto ſhared your attention , equally with the lätters

The machinery of wind and water mills , in all their different mo

difications , and for all the various uſes to which it 18 uſual to

apply them , deſerves to be particularly explained in the progreſs
ot your work . The arts of the maſon , the carpénter , the _/miútkz
the archite , certainly merit from you more particular attention

than you have , as yet , beſtowed upon them . . . Why do you over =-

look the important buſineſs —of /hp - building , and all the arts con -

need with navigation ,—of canals , and kigh - roads , and wheeled

carriages , ſo important to the internal commerce of this country ?

It were to be wiſhed , that you would , from time to timé , favour

us with whatever information on theſe ſubje &s you can pick

up . You have an hoſt of able correſpondents . Call upori them

for aſſiſtance . Pray , forgive this freedom from ,

Sir , your zealous well - wiſher ,

Jan . 7, 1800 . J — — - — ,

e 1 ageste LS

NATURE axb USES os BILLS or EXCHANGE .

To the Editor of the Commertial ánd Agricultural Magazine .

SIR ,

OVERHEARD , the other day , ſome young mercantile gentle -

men who ſeemed to regard yóur Magazine , in rmoft reſpetts ,
with great candour and partiality , complaining , however , that you

Kad not , as yet , ſaid any thing concerning that obviouſly 1mportant

commiesciat ſubje &, BILLS OF EXCHANGE . Friendly to your

E 9
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publication, —becauſe it appears to me to be very happily adapted
to enlighten and cultivate the minds of young perſons , engaged in
commercial employments ; I ſit down to expreſs upon Paper , for

your uſe , a few thoughts on that ſubje &, which , I agree with
thoſe young men 1n thinking , you ought not too long to overlook .
If what I ſhall communicate , may be publiſhed in your Magazine ,
Without diſcredit or diſadvantage to yourſelf ; I ſhall be pleaſed
to ſce myſelf figure in print in one of your Numbers .

ExcHANGE , in the language of bankers and money - dealers ,
ſignifies an exchange of the receipts and payments N two

/ums of money of equal value , for the purpoje of preventing the

anconvemencies of the actual conveyance of thoſe ſums, in coin or

bullion , from one place or country to another .

I have ſent goods in exportation from London , which have
been bought by you at Hamburgh ; and it remains for you to
make payment to ze of the price . You , on the other hand , have
ſent goods of equal value from Hamburgh , whieh have been

ſold , not to me , but to ſome ¿hird perſon , in London ; and you
have to receive payment of them . How ſhall we , with the ſmalleſt

trouble , manage to have our accompts mutually diſcharged ?
Why , thus . You , by letter , order your debtor , in London , to pay

to me the ſum which Ae owes you . He pays it . My letter of

receipt or diſcharge to him , is his acquittal of his debt to you ,
Your letter impowering me to diſcharge &# im from farther pay -
ment of what 4e owes you , becomes, —after I bave received

my money from 4im , and this receipt has been ſignified by my let -

ter to him, —an attual payment of the debt you owed me . If the

general prattice of commerce , the laws of the reſpeétive countries
1n which we live , the ſtate of commercial credit between Ham -

burgh and London , between you and me , between your friends
and mine , permit the tranſaQion to be managed in this manner ;
we ſhall both be conſiderable gainers by this mode of conduCing
it . 1, We ſpare the expence of the carriage of our money , ( twice )
from Hamburgh to London , and from London to Hamburgh :
4. We ſpare the danger of loſing it ( twice ;) in the transference :
g. We meet the demands and the conveniencies of trade much more

readily than - it might otherwiſe be poſſible for us to do , with the

íame ſums of money . In all theſe ways , we have , even in the

préſent ea/y intercourſe of commercial Europe , a ſaving of per -
haps , one , two , three , four , or even five per cent . This is the

nature , theſe are the advantages , of the commercial exchange of

payments of ſums of money .
The compilers of Magazines and Encyclopedias ( I hope , I .

Tnay ſpeak thus without offence , Mr . Editor , to LL LOA Or

flolidity , or what do you call it ) and even the great Scotch Dr .

Joux CAw- meELL , and Dav1D Hume , and - ADAM SMITH ,
of whom the Britons from the North are eternally boaßing ,
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would perſuade us , that the uſe of theſe convenient BILLS Of

EXCHANGE , Was utterly unknown to the merchants of antiquity .

But , theſe gentlemen are more eager than well - informed . BILLS

0r LETTERS OF EXCHANGE , Aas appears from various paſſages in

the epiſtles and orations of Cicero , were 1n uſe among the Ro -

mans , in their intercourſe with the conquered provinces of Greece

and Aſia . „ Money was often borrowed by the agents of the pro -

vincial ſtates , from the uſurers of Rome , for the payment of

taxes and bribes in that capital : and this money was , not ſeldom ,

repaid , not to the lender at Rome , «but to his order , 1n a diſtant

province . While Roman government and commerce remained z
the uſe of ſuch LETTERS OF EXCHANGE Was not diſcontinued .

The ſubverſion of order , civility , and law , by the barbarian con -

queſt of the Roman “ empire , rendered the convenient uſe of

BILLS OF EXCHANGE , for a time , impoſhible .
The Papal clergy were the firí to revive this contrivance for

the eaſy transference of money . When the revenues , of the

biſhopric of Rome were derived from all parts of Europe ; and

the different European kingdoms were but ſo many ſub ] eCt - pro -
vinces of the Romifh hierarchy ; it was nâtural that there ſhould

be much money , to be , from time to time , tranſmitted from all

parts to Rome . There aroſe alſo yarious occaſions . for the re -

mittance of money from Rome and Italy to other ‘ parts of thé

world . Dangers trom robbery , trom ſhipwreck , from the jealous

avidity ot princes and nobles , as well as trom various other cauſes ,

rendered the conveyance , in that age , from one place to another ,

exceedingly difficult . Theſe ſtrong neceſſities revived the üſe of

BILLS of LETTERS Of EXCHANGE .

Rome might have quickly drained away into itſelf , all the mo -

ney and bullion of the Chriſtian world . But various cauſes con -

curred to make it , fro time to time , diſgorge a part of its gains .

Much of them was expended in the purchaſe of luxuries , from the

merchants of the great commercial cities of Italy , then flouriſhing

in their higheſt proſperity . Thoſe merchants , for the ſale of their

bwn manufa @ures , and of thoſe which they imported from the

Eaſt , as well as for the purchaſe of raw commodities , diſperſed
themſelves throughout all Europe , In payment for the raw com -

modities which they bought , or in loans to princes on extrava -

gantly uſurious terms , they thus reſtored , to the different coun -

tries , ſome part of the wealth which ſuperſtition had carried away

from them . By this , and other means , a ſort of equilibrium of

payments between Italy and the reſt of the world , was gradually
eſtabliſhed . - Upon that equilibrium , it was natural to erect a re -

gular ſyſtem , for the tranſaction of pecuniary buſineſs by BILLs of

EXCHANGE . The Jews , forbidden to acquire property in länd ,

afraid of being robbed of bulky moveables , obliged thus to fix in

inoney whatever they could gain , and often liable to be robbed

even of that money by ChriſtiaÀ avazice , had recourſe , as well as
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the Chriflians , in the dark ages of the hiſtory of modern Europe ,
to the uſe of BILLs of EXCHANGE , for the ſecret conveyance of

their money from one kingdom to another . , As civilization , law ,
and ſocial order were improved ; as commerce was extended ; as

induſtry was fill more and more varied and excited : the com = -
mercial tranſactions , and the general intercourſe between . the in -

habitants of different countries were increaſed ; and the uſe of

BILLS of EXCHANGE became , by conſequence , much more neceſ -

ſary and common . Their riſe has been continually increaſed to

the preſent moment . Coin , or bullion , are now never actually

tranſmitted from one country to another , unleſs when the money
due from a fcrfst country to a ſecond , 1s very conſiderably leſs than

that due out of the /¿cond to the firft .
The uſe of BILLS OF EXCHANGE has not been confined to the

ſphere of the commercial activity of Europeans . Among the

native HIND0O0s , trom a very remote period , and among the

CHINESE , theſe bills have been employed , in almoſt all the moſt

important tranſfattions of commerce . Among the rude inbabitants

too , of the north - eaft parts of Africa , their uſe has long been

known . They are now in univerſal . uſe , in the traffic of the whole

civilized world . : ;
In this EXCHANGE , there 1s a neceſſary compariſon of the mo -

ney ot one country with that of another . As , in comparing the dif -
ferent denominations of Engliſh money , I count one and twenty

„ſhillings to be equal to a gurnea ; ſo , in comparing , for the purpoſes
of EXCHANGE , the money of Hamburgh with that of England , I

muſt compare the denominations which are in uſe in that com -

mercial city , with thoſe which we uſe at home ; and muſt aſcer -

tain what quantity of the coins , or denominations of money , pre -
valent in the one place , are eguivalent in value to ſome fixed

quantity of tue money of the other . That which is úamed the

PAR OF EXCHANGE , 1s the reſult from this compariſon , when

that reſult 1s confeſſed to be juſt , and 1s aéted upon in the drawing
and the paying of the BILLS OF EXCHANGE In the two coun -

tries . For inſtance , the par of EXCHANGE between London and

Hamburgh may be , at a particular time ,g2 fillings gro/s of Ham -

burgh , tor the Engliſh pound ſterling . In this caſe , for every

32 ihillings groſs which may be due to ze at Hamburgh , [ ſhall

receive , as a full equivalent , one pound ſterling in London ; and

for every pound ſterling which may be due to yoz in London ,

you can have gg ſhillings groſs in Hamburgh . The one of the

ſums is accounted to be equal in value tothe other .

This EQUALITY OF VALUE 1s conſtituted , not ſimply by the

conſideration , that the one nominal ſum contains an equal quantity
of ſilver or gold , of equal purity , as the other . The equality of va -

lue may fſubſiſt , though the quantities and purities of the precious
metals in the two ſums which are compared be unequal . 1. The

/ quancities and finegeſles of the precious metals in the two ſumsz
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9 . The value of theſe precious metals , reſpectively , in each ofthe

two countries , in compariſon with the neceſſaries of life ; 94 The

comparative ſtate of the commercial credit ot the two countries z

i LNE proportion between the money to be paid at ‘ any particu -

Éar time , from all the merchants ‘ of the one place to all the mer -

chants of the other , & . —afford , in their compound ratio , the

principles upon which the PAR OF EXCHANGE is always to bé

regulated. In ſtating this PAR , an uncertain ſum of the money

of the one place , 1s always , of courſe , to be compared to a certain

ſum of the money of the other place . For inſtance , in ſpeaking
of the EXCHANGE between London and Hamburgh , I always

compare to a pound ſterling , ſometimes à greater , ſometimes a

ſmaller , number of ſhillings groſs . It would be impoſſible to

eſtimate the fluétuating par of Exchange , 1f the ſums were - both

fixed : There would be much confuſion and perplexity in the con -

tinual variation of both ſums in the compariſon . ‘ The fluétua -

tion in the par of Exchange , 1s inceſſant . Its fluctuations depend ,

chiefly , on the demand which there is , for BILLS OF EX <

CHANGE in the one place , of which the payment may be re -

ceived 1n the other .

I am called away , by buſineſs , from the farther continuation of

this letter at this time . I cloſe it here , left it ſhould not be in my

power to reſume it , Toon enough for your immediate ‘ uſe . Inſert it

or not , ju as you : ſhall think proper . - You ought , at ſome ſubſe -

quent t1me , to add a particular deſcription of ‘ BILLS OF EX = ,

CHANGE , with examples of their compoſition , and an account of

the laws which take phace in reſped to them . I am , Sir ,
Your ſincere well - wiſher ,

Cornhill , Jan . 15 , 1800 . JP We

FOSSILS OF CUMBERLAND .

To the Editor of the Commercial and Agricultural Magazine :

SIR, :

T SEND you the following enumeration of the principal Fos -

s1Ls of this county ; hoping that it may prove no unſuitable ar -

ticle for publication , in a Magazine , from the preceding Numbers

of which , I have received much infſtruCtion and entertainment .

1. LIME - STONE abounds in this county . The ” lime - ſtone rocks

contain a great variety of petrefaétions of ſubſtances , animal and

vegetable , éſpecially of the exuviæ of marine animals . Bothel ,
Melmerby Scar , Croſsfell , Howlees , Torphenhow , the banks of

the river Irthing, - the neighbourhood of Penrith , Farlam , Mun -

caſter , &c . are the moſt remarkable places affording calcareous

carbonate in the common coarſe - grained lime - ſtone rocks .

MARBLE , varivuſfly veined and coloured , 1s found at Little

Stainton , Crofßsfell , Broughton , the banks of the Pcterel , and
the neighbourhood of Kirkoſwald ,
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CALCAREOUS SPARS, - of the moſt beautiful “ varieties , have

been found 1n the lead mines of Alſton Moor , and in many other

laces throughout this county .

MARL , of ſeveral varieties , is found in various places .
GyPsUM is found in different parts , particularly in the neigh=-

bourhood of Whitehaven , on the banks of the Peterel , on the

Videns &Cc . H 18 eltern compa , or fibrous , or foliated , or 1n

cryßtals . Tt is ſaid to be an admirable manure ; yet I do not

know that it has been , in any inſtance , ſucceſsfully eraployed as

ſuch , in Cumberland . ;
-

o , Of s1LICEOUS ſtones , CUMBERLAND affords rock-cryfſtal ,

garnets , ſchorls , zeolites , chalcedonies , carnelians , flints , petro -

flex , jaſper , feldt - ſpar , añd agates .

g. Of ABGILLACEOUS ſtones , the moſt remarkable ſpecies in

this county , are , a great variety of clays , ſoft or indurated ; trapp ,

baſaltes , whin - ſtone , ſchiſtus , pyritous , &c .

4 . Our CARBONACEOUS and BITUMINOUS foſſils are , pit - coa! ,

wrought 1n the mines on the eſtates of —the Earl of Lon/dale , at

Whitehaven , —Mr . Curwen , at Workington, —the Earl of Carliſle ,

at Tindale - fell ; cannel coal , which 18 found at Bolton ; feat

earth , im the moraſſes , ‘ and on the tops of many of the hills ;
lumbago , ox carburet of iron , in the mine of Bórrowdale ;- Jet ,

in thin layers , on the banks of the Irthing , and in ſeparate pieces

on the bed of that river ; Amber , which 1s ſometimes thrown

out in ſmall pieces on the ſea - ſhore . Gas - hydrogen , carbonated

gas - hy drogen , ſulphurated gas - hydrogen , occur in the mines at

Whitehaven , over the bogs and marſhes , and inthe medicinal water

of Gilliſland . Martial pyrites is found in the mines of Alſton

Moor , &c - /

_ SILVER 1s extracted from the ores of all the different lead

mines in this county Such of theſe ores as are the richeſt in

flver , contain from 12 to 18 oz . in the cwt. z; ( the poorer ores ,

6o grains of ſilver in the cwt . of ore . :
i

6 . Of corr ER there are conſiderable mines in Borrowdale ,

and in the neighbourhood of Keſwick . In the laſt of theſe ſitua -

tions 1s the famous mine of Goldſcalp , from which prodigious

guantities of COPPER ore WEre anciently obtained ,

“ LEAD , in native purity , in a cárbonated ore , in a white ,

friable oxyde tinged with iron , in a fibrous oxyde of yarious

çolours , in that ſulphurated mineralizätion which 18 named galena ,

in a pyritous ore , and in a phoſphorated Ore , 18 found in the mines

of Nénthead , Alſton - Moor , Caldbeck , Thornthwaite , Barrow , &c -

8 . Native IRON , various native oxydes of this metal , bog -

ores , hæmatites , ſparry iron ‘ ore , emery , native Pruſſian blue ,

&c . are found in the mines of Tindale - fell and Whitehaven , at

Skrees , Langron , Ormathwaite, “ Brayton , Alſtoi - Moor , Gilliſe

dale , SLC Zz o is

9 , LINC ; in á pure oxyde , 1n calamine , and in blende , has been

Y
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found in the lead - mine of Brandelhow , in Borrowdale , and at

Ouſby . ,
10 . À ſulphurated ore of ANTIMON has been found at Baſ -

ſenthwaite .

- 11 . ARSENICAL pyrites have been occaſionally - found in

Goldſcalp and other mines ,

12 . CoBALT has been found in Cowdale .

13 . MANGANESE ‘ has been met with at Caldbeck , and in the
fratum under the coal of Tindale - fell , in mixture with mica and

Ppyrites. z

14 . The ore of TUNGSTEN , named Wolfram , has been found
near Borrowdale - head .

15 . The foils of Cumberland are , a peat - earth , a light gravel ,
clays of various mixtures , a loam , a fratum of rich earth from
vegetables over a ſandy bed .

In this very ſhori CATALOGUE I have been as brief as poſſible ,
becauſe I have obſerved , that the longeſt articles in magazines
are not always the mofſt diligently read . I haye added to my own
perſonal obſervation , the authority of the Catalogue of Foſſils , in
the valuable Hiſtory of Cumberland , by Mr : HurTCHINSON . LI
ſhould wiſh to ſee in your Magazine , ſimilar ſketches of the mine -
ralogy of other counties . I am , Sir , your yery humble ſervant ,

Whitehaven , Dec . 27 , 1799 - G . — x .

——ERRP RAREZASIEE E SOIEVCE 2E a ZS
For the Commercial and Agricultural Magazine .

MANUFACTURE OF SOAP .

QG OAP, one of the moſt common and uſeful produftions of the
chemucal arts , 1s a combination of o1L from animals or VEgEe=

tables , concrete or fluid , with soDA or POTASH , and a certain
Proportion of lime . The mixture of oils with potalſh , affords thoſe
Which are called /oft -ſoaps : the mixture of /oda ‘ with moſt oils ,
affords hard Joaps .

The /foda employed may be either that from barilla or that
from the Scottiſh and Iriſh kelp . It ſhould be in a ſtate of the
higheſt poſſible purity .

z

The potaſhk wull be that from vegetable aſhes , ſlightly calcined ,
to drive of whatever contaminating , combuſtible matter may Ñil }
remain 1n It ,

Oil of olives , animal fat or tallow , hog?s lard , oil from ani -
mal excrements , oil - from whales and ferrings , &c . with ſome
leſs fixed vegetable oils , are all ſuſceptible of being employed in
the manufacture of ſoap . The leſs fixed vegetable oils tend , even
with ſoda , to form , rather /oft than hard ſoap .

Lime is employed , on account of its extraordinary ÎÑrength af
affinity to the carbonic acid . The ſoda of CcoOMmerce 1s- always

COMM . & AG . MAG ; Y
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carbonated . Lime , abſtraQing the carbonic acid , reducés the

ſoda to that cauſticity in which alone , it can enter into the proper

“ ſaponaceous combination with oils .

Sea- /alt is often added , in a certain proportion , to the lixivium ,

in the preparation of hard foap . This ’ addition , however , ‘18 not .

eſſentially neceſſary : it has been made by perſons who carried

on the praêtice , without underſtanding the ratio of their art .

With theſe materials , let the ' intention of the manufacturer be ,

to prepare xooolb . of ſoap : he muſt proceed as follows : :

Firft , let him prepare a veſſel of white wood , or it may be a

reſervoir of bricks cemented and plaſtered with lime , for the firſt

mixture of his materials . At the bottom , this reſervoir muſt

have a fieve - like opening , by which the lixivium may paſs ,

without its impurities , into ' a channel , prepared to conduét 1t into

the boiler . The boiler is , at the bottom , of metal , but above ,

father of bricks cemented and covered with plaſter of lime . Ft

cauldrons of caſt iron can be conveniently procured, of ſufficient

capacity , perhaps theſe might , more uſefully than the former

ſort ’ of veſſel , be employed in this manufa @ure . Mólds , of wood

or ftone , are likewiſe to be provided, for the reception of the

ſoap from the cauldrons . Theſe may be’ of ‘ any ſize , according

as you defire to ' prepare your pieces of ſoap for the convenience

of the market . It will be neceſſary to have , alſo , an areometer ,

by which you may aſcertain the ſtrength of the lixivium , with in “

ſruments for pounding the ſoda , ſtirring the uncongealed ſoaþ ,

cutting fhe ſoap into ſmall pieces , ce .
Thus provided with - implements , let the manufacturer then

pound his /oda to the fineneſs of unmixed ſand . ;

* Take then , for your 1000lb . of required foap , 6oolb . o1l of

olives ; . ſoda ; 1oolb . quick- lime. Slake the lime with

a little water : ſift it , mix the lim &and the ſoda . At the bottom oí

your reſervoir , ſpread a cloth to at as ' a ſtrainer of the lixivium .

Pour water in ſach quantity , that it may thoroughly moiſten the

mixture , and may even Cover it over , to - the depth of two or three

fingers ’ breadths ,
i i

After theſe matters have been left to maceraté for the ſpace of

a few hours , diſcharge the lixivium by the cock , at the bottom of

the reſervoir ; of which cock the interior orifice muſt be covered

with a cloth , to a as a ſtrainer of the ley . ! The liquor which

now flows off , is ¿he firſt ley or lixivium . It 1s to’ be ſet apart

in a ſeparate veſſel . ‘ Aftér the firſt lixtvium 1s entirely drained

of , ſhut thé csck ; “ pour in a new quantity of water into the re -

- rvoir “ leave the mixture to ſtand thus for a few hours ; then

ópen the cock , and ſuffer this /¿cond lixivium to flow of as be -

fore . You may then , in the ſame manner , take of a third ley .

When the lixivia are thus prepared ; the next part in the þpro -

cefs, 1s, to put your oil into the boiler or cauldron . Then , add

to it , firſt , your third laxivium , gradually , ‘ then , the /econd , and



1800 - ] Manufacture of Soap . 35

at laſt , a part of the firfè lixivium , all , in ſucceſſive portions ,

each portion but of ſmall quantity . During allthis time , a boil -

ing heat 1s to be kept up in the cauldron . Even after all the por -

tions of the different lixiviaſhall have been poured in ; the fire may

be ſtill for ſome time kept up . Then add à few pounds of . common

alt , The liquor will upon this , aſſume fill more and more of

a thick paſty grantülous conſiſtency . Maintain the fire under it

for a couple of hours longer . Let the fire and : kindling fuel ,

then be entirely removed . Ceaſe from that flirring of the mix -

ture which muſt have been hitherto carefully contiaued . After

a few hours cooling , a /oapy matter will exhibit itſelf at the fux -

face of the matter in the bouer . Under it will remain a coloured

diguor , which is to be drawn of by a cock in the boiler , and to

bé reſerved for uſe as . a lixivium in the preparation of the next

ſoap you make .

After this liquor 1s drawn of ; the fire 1s to be renewed under

the boiler ; a ſmall portion of water or weak ley is to be poured

in ; the maſs of ſoap having received this addition , 1s to be again

liquefied, and brought into ebullition . This : ſecond . bailing is

to be continued , and the ſtate of the /oap 1s to be , from time to

time , tried by the cooling of a portion taken out upon a ſmooth

ſtone , till the whole ſhall at laſt appear to bave aſſumed the con -

ſiſtency and ‘ aſpe & of good - /oap . ‘ The fire 1s then to be ‘ res

moved , the ſoap to be cooled , and the liguor beneath to be

drawn of by a cock , as before . A new portion of the beſt lixi -

vium 1s now again to be added , the fire ’ 1s to be renewed , and

the evaporation is to be now continued , till the /vap ſhall appear

to have acquired the perfe conſiſteney whuch peculiarly belongs

to it . - Itis then to be ſuffered to cool a little , and from the

boiler , to be poured into the moulds which are to. form it tor

the purpoſes ot commerce . At the bottom of each mould , it is

uſual to put a ſmall quantity , in a ſtate of pulverization . The

ſoap may either be drawn of into the mould by the cock in the

boiler , or taken out with ladles . After ſtanding 1n the moulds

for . two or three days in winter , or n ſummer , for ſome days

longer , it 1s ready to be cut into ſquares for ſale . The marble

coloured ſoap owes its diverſity of colours to black and red . oxydes

of iron , whuch are intermingled in the preparation of it . It 1s

common forthe manufaéturers to make up their ſoap with too

much water , and too little oil . TFhis ſoap does not froth ſo

well, , nor . go ſo far in waſhing , as that which 1s more honeſtly

prepared . The mardbled ſoap 1s always drier , and contains leſs

water than the white fogp . Oil of . fweet almonds , affords by a

ſomewhat more tedious preparation , almoſt as good hard /oap , as

oil of olives .
'

Tallow 1s the ſubſtance uſually employed , inſtead of oil , in the

manufa &ure of /oap in Britain . In the - manufaéture with tal -

low , the lixivia may be added . tó it, in the boiler , with leſs of

5
fi
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Nownef and delicate preparation , than when o ! of olives is em -

ployed . The ſuperior fixity of tallow renders 1ts combination
with ſoda , ſomewhat more convenient than 1s that of oil ! of
olives . j

Fiſk oil 1% in uſe in Britain , as an ingredient in the manufac -
ture of /oap . The /oaps which it affords are not free from a

diſagreeable ſmell , and are not of a ſufficiently firm conſiſtency .
But , this oil might be . purified , ſa as to afford , with ſoda , ſoaps
of much better quality ,

y

Potaſh employed inſtead of ſoda , in all this train of proceſſes ,
affords ſill only /oft /oap, to which hno cooling can give a bard

conſiſtency . The addition , however , of a lix1vium of ſoda , or

even of muriate of ſoda , in ſufficient quantity , will produce the

efe of conſolidating the /oft ſoap that is made with potaſh .
The knowledge of this fa &, is of ſome 1mportance ; as potaſh is

often to be procured at a cheaper rate , than ſoda of equal purity .
_ 1t js alſo poſſible to prepare ſoap without any conſiderable con -

ſumption of fuel , by mechanical mixture , and natural evapora -

tion , in a climate of warm temperature , "But, with tallow , this

1s not eaſily poſible , Even with oil , the cold proceſs is not the

moût profitable one , y

Additions of alum , fſea - ſalt , ſtarch , lime , pulverized ſoda , oil ,

tallow , and water , are employed ' in a villainous manufactures ; by
which it is ſaid , that 100lb . may be augmented , at ſmall colt , to

aoolb , for market . The praétice 1s bale ; and the ſoap thus pro -

duced , 1s unfit for any good purpoſe . Good new hard ſoap con -

tains ſomewhat more than f of oil , nearly $ of water , and ſoda

for the reſt of its compoſition ,
It is poſſible to prepare , at no conſiderable expence , a , /apo -

naceous ley, which , in waſhing , ſhall anſwer almoît all the pur -

poſes of good hard ſoap .
Take any quantity of well burnt aſhes , of hard , heavy wood .

Mix with theſe , a few handfuls of lime newly . ſlaked . Add

water , and boil the whole into a lixivium . Than leave the líxi -

vium at reft , till thoſe extraneous matters which cannot enter

into . it , ſhall have been depoſited at the bottom , or thrown to the

ſurface to be ſkimmed of . Then draw off the pure lixivium .

Add to it , oil to about a thirtieth or fortieth part of its own

quantity , The - mixture will be , ‘ a lignor white as milk , capable
of frothing like /oap water , and in dilution with water , perfely
fit to communicate /ufſicient whiteneſs to linens . Th1s { zquor

may may be prepared from wood - aſhes of all ſorts , and from

rancid greaſe , oil , or butter . It is , therefore , highly worthy of

the attention of an economical houſewife . When the afhes are

ſuſpe @ed to be unuſually deficient in alkali , a ſmall addition af

pulverized potaſh or ſoda , may be made to the lixivium ,
* The ratio of theſe whole proceſſes , is eminently beautiful .
Soda , potaſh , and pure quigklime are incombuſtible ſubſtances :

E Li EDA rer i a Mt
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oils and tallows of all ſorts are highly combuſtible . The three

former ſubſtances have a very eager appetency { or combination

with all combuſtible ſubſtances ; the latter have conſiderable ten -

dency to enter into unioh with ſuch as are oxygénous and incon -

buſßtible . The combination of the qualities of the two 1s requiſite
to produce that detergency of contaminating ſubſtances , both

combuſtible and incombuſtible , which we reguire in waſhing :
for almoſt all contaminations to be waſhed away , are of theſe two

claſſes . The combination of - an oil with an alkali , is known to

afford the wiſhed for detergent union of their qualities . Hence

the deſire to combine them in ſoap . The whole proceſſes of

_ſoap - making , are direfted to eje the deſired combination in the

moſt perfe manner . Lime is mixed with the ſoda or potaſh ,
in order to detach the carbonic acid , which always neutralizes

the alkali of commerce . The ſoda or potaſh , and the lime , are

lixiviated , in order to bring them into that mechanical comminu -

tion of parts , which 1s requiſite to favour the re - attions between

the elementary particles of the alkali , ‘ and thoſe of the oil or tal -
low . A weak lixivium 1s firſt added to the oil ; becauſe in the

weak Tixivium , there is a finer attenuation of the parts of the al -

kali . The lixivium is gradually , and in fmall portions ; be -

cauſe , if added more largely and at once , 1c would produce a

mixture , without adequate combinatiòn , and befides , might oc -

caſion a volatilization or combuſtion of the oil . It 1s repeatedly
brought to congelation , and then again melted , in order to pro -
duce the moſt perteét union of all the particles of oil and alkalï ,
and to free , as much as poſhble , from all ſupérfluous moiſture . It

1s not true , ‘as 1s ſuppoſed , that the lime 1s ever entirely diſmiſſed

from the compoſition . Lime ftill remains , retains 1n it a pro -

portion of water , and when the ſoap - comes to be uſed in waſh -

ing , favours its frothing , by the ſtrong attraction of - carbonic

acid from the atmoſphere . Boiling heat 1s neceſſary ' in effe@Æing
this combination , becauſe it attenuates the pacts of the matters to

be combined , and brings them inio mutual conta . Sérring is

neceſſary ; for a ſimilar reaſon .

EArf ,

Of HANNIBAL ' s rendering the Rocks of tbe ALes friable , by
Means of FIRE and VINEGAR .

To the Editor of the Commercial and Agricultural Magazine .
SIR, 6

OU did me the honour of inſerting , in one of your late Num -

bers , a ſhort article of claſſical criticiſm , which I was mduced

to tranſmit to you , I naw ſend you anothér , which I hope you
will not rejet .

One of the probleras in ancieht hiſtory , which have long en -

gaged the frequent notice , and divided the opinions , of the learned ,
is, Whether FANNIBAL , ‘10 his paſſage over the Alps , aCtualy
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melted down the rocks with vinegar , as Livy relates ? Thoſe

briſk unbelievers , who perily decide , that nothing can be true but
what correſponds with their own narrow perſonal ‘ experiénce ,
have determined ſuch a demolition of precipitous rocks to be fi -

diculouſly impoſſible . Others have rather ſuppoſed , that , how -

ever 1mpoiL ' uv noderns , it might be athing not hard to be

accompliſhed by the chemiſtry of the ancients . IL have lately
examined the queſtion : the following are he reſults of my en -

quiry : i
Lavy , of whoſe narrative I ſpeak, ’ thus deſcribès the rock , &c ,

multo anguſliorem rupem , atque ita relis faxis , ut ægre expe -
ditus míles tentabundus , mambufſque retinens virgulta UE
fes eminentes , demittere ſeſe poſſet . Naturá locus jam ante præ -
ceps , recenti terre lapſu in pedum mille altitudinem , abraptus
erat . He then reprelents all the ſurrounding parts , as being in -

acceſlibly obſtructed by deep ſhows and agglomerated ice . In ' the

pragreſs of the narrative , he relates the proceſs by which that pre -

cipitous rock was ſoftened , ſo as . to be cut down : —quum cædén -

dum effet ſaxum , arvoribus , circa immanibus dejeétis , detruncá -

tiſque , ſtruem ingentem lignorum faciunt ; eamque ( quunm et vis

venti apta faciendæ igm coorta effet ), ſuccendunt , ardentiaque
/axa , infuſo aceto , putrefacrunt , Ita torridam incendio rupem
ferro pandunt . _

Either the uſe and the efes of the fire and the vinegar were ,

„ on this occaſion , ſuch as they are here related ; or they were uſed

without producing the effets aſcribed to them ; or they were em -

ployed , but for different purpoſes , with more or leſs ſucceſs ; or

they were not uſed at all .

1. That among thoſe ſtores whieh the Carthagenian army car -

ried with them , in their paſſage over the Alps , there might be

vinegar , or at leaſt Jad wine , which came into a fate of acidity ,
is not improbable . Equally probable 1s it , that in ſuch an extre -

mity , 1f the /ubacid wine or vinegar was thought fit to anſwer

any - good purpoſe by its infuſion on the rocks , it would not be

ſpared . PAE i us
But the rocks were moft probably either guartzo/e or calcaréous .

Quartzóſerocks might E ſuffer a deſtruétion of their aggrega -
tion ; and ſo alſo , might calcareous rocks ; but between guartz and

acids there are no ſuch powerful chemical affinities , as that we

can ſuppoſe the operation of fire upon the tone , Tikely to be great -
Iy aided by vinegar . Both guicklime and chalk may be ated

upon by acids : but then , in order to favour this ation , their

aggregation múſt firſt be mechanically deſtroyed . Even for the

breaking down of calcareous rocks , therefore , it ' 1s not probable ,
that vinegar could be uſed with adyántage . Beſides, #re , Tuch as

L1vy ¡relates to have been uſed , would have diſßpated the àâcid
before the aggregation of the ſtone could be affeéted by it : and the

acid , on its part , might , by its moiſture , have impeded the ation

-

‘
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of the FIRE . Eis therefore not probable , that the vinegar coutd

he employed with any good effects ; and it 1s, on the contrary , Pro -

bable , that LI1VY , being himſelf no chemiſt , muſt have beeh miſ -

led ‘by miſinformation , in regard to the ſoftening of thoſe rocks

by oznegar .
Fire , however , was certainly employed on this occafian . Ét

Was néceflary to keep the ſoldiers , or pioneers , Warm , whether

when they 1dle , or when they were at work . It would melt away

the ſnow and ice . It may even contribute to render the rocks ,

whether quartzoſe or calcarous, ' much eaſier to be hewn down

by the pickaxes of the p1oneers . Livy , in what he ſays concern -

ing it , 1s, no doubt , ſufficiently correft . Tt would : be uſed , and

uſed with good efffeét .

o . Tam much inclined to think , not only that the VINEGAR

was not of any ſervice , but that its uſe was not at all ,tried - upon

this occaſion . EFLANNIBAL probably had with him in his army ,

perſons who had been workmen in the Spaniſh mines . Theſe

would naturally be the pioneers to be employed in hewing down

the rocks of the Alps . They would follow thé prattices with

which they were acquainted, inmining . But it is not ' likely , that

în the mines any fuch fooliſh praétice could prevail , as the vain

waſte of vinegar .
Beſides , though HANNIBAL and his army might poſſeſs ſome

vinegar among their ſtores , yet It is not likely that they could

then have it in any . exceſſive abundance . Neitlier the general ,

therefore , nor the foldiers , would be diſpoſed to pour it out need -

Jeſsly , when no happy efes might be certainly expected from

the effuſion .

It is trúe , indeed , that if the difficulties of the paſſage at this

particular place , obliged the Carthagenian army to leave behind

ſome of their ſores , they might poffibly deſtroy the veſſels , of

whatever ſort ; in which they carried their ſiquors ; and theſe might

be póured out in ſuch a manner , as to afford occaſion for the miſ -

repreſentation of LivY -

Or it may be , that HANNIBAL , a maſter in all the artifices and

ſtratagems of war , might only pretend to ſoften the rocks with V1-

negar , for the purpo/e of making his puoneers and miners work

with greater ſprit , ind to cheer the hopes of the whole army .

Unleſs in one of theſe two ways here mentioned , it is not

probable that any vinegar was poured out by HANNIBAL , as LIVY

affirms ,

g. But even as to the uſe of the FIRE , I am much rather diſ -

poled . to think , that this was to warm the ſoldiers and thaw

the ſnow and ice , than to ſoften the rocks for the miners and pi9 -

neers .

Is it not even probable , that the rocks of which L1vy ſpeaks ,

might be rather agglomerations of ice , than aéual ſtrata or columns

of one ? Either they were ſuch , or elſe we may affure ourſelves ,
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that even the operation of the fire would have bee little uſeful to
deſtroy them . ¡N

Such , Sir , is my judgment of the faith of Livy .
I remain , your friend and very humble ſervant ,

Oxford , Jan . 5 , 1800 . ES

—————— PESCE RCEETIRE OE RA d

COMMERCIAL ‘ ann , AGRICULTURAL ECONOMYZ
oF SURINAM .

For the Commercial and Agricultural Magazine.
QURINAM , the laſt province conquered for Britain from the

Dutch , 1s one öf the moſt flouriſhing European ſettlements on
the whole continent of America . :

Tt contains about 800 plantations , of which the produce for :
exportation , conſiſts 1n ſugar , coffee , cacao , cotton , indigo , tim -
ber , &c . Theſe plantations , the property of a comparatively
ímall number of white inhabitants , are cultivated by - about
80,00c ſlaves , of the negro race . Of the ſlaves , only about a
fourth part , 20,0900 , are engaged in the aQual labours of huſ -

bandry and agriculture , in the fields . The reſt are retained
chiefly for the ſervices of domeſtic luxury ,or for other employ -
ments which are performed within the houſes .

PARAMARIBO is the capital town in which the Dutch governor
has been wont to rehfide . j ;

The exports from SURINAM to Amfſlerdam alone , in the

years 1771 , 1772 , 1773 , 1774 , amounted to ,

69,606 barrels of ſugar ,
49,846,082 lib . of coffee ,

1,010,595 1b . of cacao ,

534,153 ‘lib . of cotton .
2

About an equal awóunt , in value , of the produce óf this colony ,
might , within the ſame time , be ſent , in exportation , to Rotter -
dam , or conſumed in the ſupport of the coloniſts . The whole

groſs produée might be , thus , eſtimated conſiderably to exceed
the value of 1,000,000I . ſterling , a year , Of this ſum , about

ene - tiard , or at leaſt one- fourth part , was acquired , as a clear

profit ; by the Dutch republic . Since the year 1774 , there has
been a great augmentation in the produce of SURINAM , as well
as in the European demand for the commodities of which that

Produce conlſifts .
; E iThe planters , their wives , and their overſcers , have been ac -

cuſed of perpetrating many horrible cruelties on . their ſlaves . It
Wwás common for the women to murder , mutilate , or ſcar to defor -

mity , young female ſlaves , of whoſe beauty they were jealous .
The overſcers knew no means of enforcing their authority , but

by the laſh , the inſtruments of torture , and themoſt inhuman mur -
ders . When bopeleßsIy ſick or ſuperannuated , ſlaves were uſually
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put to death , under . pretences ôf accilént , by which the mur =

derers might evade puniſhment .
‘ Theſe atrocities of the planters had gradually exaſperated the

negroes to - revolt . ‘ The moſt daring would , from time to time ,

eſcape E
from their oppreſlive maſters , 1nto the interior

foreſts . At length the fugitives became a numerous and formida «

ble community . They aſſociated under the government , of a chief ,
who was recommended to the ſupreme command , by his . extra -

ordinary prudence , vigilance , aëftmvity , valour , ſtrength , dexterity
in the military exerciies , and authoritative

energy of : ſaul . In

this form of lociety , they ſettled themſelves in . vi llages , cul lti -
vated ſmall plantations , lived in perpetual hoſtility with the

former lords , „ received with open arms thoſe of ‘ their ua
fled from ſlavery to jom them . Ammunition , arms , and ſuch other

things , as they ‘ could not raiſe for themſelves by their indußry ,
inthe dept ths of the fareſts, ” were to be procured by ſtealth and

robbery fromthe Dutch plantations . Many effforts were made to

exterminate them , but , fill , without fucceſs . It became “ occa -

lionally neceffary to treat with them , as equal and independent
enenues . - Sometumes , : they were forced to retire from ſituations

adjacent to the Dutch ſettlements , to places more remote in the

depth of the woods : and this , the coloniſts learned to account

important victory . Still , ‘ however , ſlaves would , from time to

time , eſcape away , to join their brethren , with whom the y might
ſeek rev enge upon their maſters . It became neceſſary to treat
the llaves , in general , with greater kindneſs , as the beſt means
for preventing them from eſcaping , to augment theænumbers of

the . rebels . Thoſe negroes who continued faithful to their maſ -

ters , were found to be by much the moſt uwveterate enemies of

the runaways , and the beſt ſoldiers 11 the hoſtilities againſt them .

The territory of SURINAM affords room for an extenſion,of its

colonization . Its ſoil and climate are highly fertile . But , though

ſalutary to negroes who are not barbaroufly maltreated , it. 1s

unwholeſome and ſick ly , yeeſpecially in the interior country , . to
the white inhabitants . The planters live in 1dle UZS» which

tends to ſhorten their term of life . , It 1s impoſible to advance far

into the foreſts , without being ſubjett to all thoſe feveriſh diſt

tempers, : , for which the e regions , eſpecially of South
EL are Null infamous .

The
MAr eds , birds s, reptiles, fiſhes , inſe &s , and allthe native

vegetable produce of the foreſts of SURIN { AM, preſent an amazing
variety of peculiar and highly intereſting / obje &s . AI the ex -

porta ble produce of this colony, 1s of the Dio excellent quality .
Next after the cottons of Pernambucca , Maranam , and Berbice ,
that from SURINAM , bears , now , the higigheft price in che London

marke

The M traders of the United States of North America , carry
en a confiderable traffic with SURINAM : theyfail , on this traffic ,m

COMM . & AG . MAG . G
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ſmall brigs , fſloops, and ſchooners . Flour , beef , ſalt - fiſh , pork ,
leaf tobacco , fir boards , rum , and other ſpirits , lump ſugar , ſper -
maceti candles , onions , horſes , ‘ &c . are the articles with which

they furniſh this colony . Their chief export conſiſts . of the whole

melaſſes of SURRIN AM, which they carry away to be manuftac -

tured into Tum . à

To the Editor of the Commercial and Agricultural Magazine .
DIR

AE of emulation has ſeldom exerted itſelf in. a more ra -

tional way , or to better effet , than at the late ſhow of fat cat -

tle , two days previous tothe Chriſtmas great market at Smithfield .

It was held in Wooton ' ’ s Yard ( whereit is to be contmued annually ) ,
and was ſuch as did great credit to the exhibiting graziers , and great
honour tò the largeſt market 1n the world .

The laudable competition among the graziers , which has bap -
pily exiſted , to the . no ſmall advantage of the inhabitants of the

metropolis in preceding years , has evidently , in this late 1nfſtance ,

received ân additioñal degreé of energy , from the encouragement
held out - by that admirable , that praétical , and truly patriotic 1n -

ſtitution , the Smithfield Society ; which conſiſts of a conſiderable
number of noblemen and gentlemen , aſſociated . for the purpoſe
of encouraging and rewarding the various claîmants on this oc -

cafon ; nèt only with honour , but likewiſe . with . certain pre -

miums , according to the following plan :

The firſt prize to be allotted to the feeder of the fatteſt and beſÞ

beaſt , without reftriétion to any particular kind of food :

The ſecond prize to be given to the proprietor of the fatteſt and

beſt beaſt , fed with graſs and hay only :

The third prize to be awarded tothe exhibitor of the fatteſt and

Veſt wether ſheep :

The firſt of theſe premiums was adjudged to Mr . Wefſtcar ,

the fár - famed Buckinghamſhire grazier . ‘ The ſecond to Mr . Ed -

monds , of Welford , near Fairtord , Giouceſterſhire , who has be -

fore made a very reſpetable ’ appearance at the great market :
“ The third premium was - given to Mr . Poulton , of Cricklade , a

t 8 ,

very well known and reſpetted Smithfield ſaleſman .

The number of ‘ oxen ſhewn were ſeven ; two were the property
of Mr . Weſtcar ; two of Mr . Edmonds ; two of Mr . Grace , of

Buckinghamſhire : and the ‘ ſeventh , a very fat and ’ beautiful

ſmall Leiceſterſhire ox . Three heifers were likewiſe here ſhewn ;

one of which , an extremely fat and beautiful Devonſhire , was the

property of - his Grâce the Duke of Bedford ; the other two were

Scots , ted by Mr . King , Butcher , of Newgate - market , on graſs
only .

The ſheep exhibited on this occaſion were . about twenty , and

were fat almoſt beyond deſcription . They were chiefly ſuch ( ex-
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cepting a few South ' Downs ) as betrayed ſtrong indications of

Leiceſterſhire blood , though uot diſtinguiſhed by that title .

ThepriZe ox of Mr . Weſtcar , excelling in ſize and in pro -

portion , as well as in fatneſs , was ſold , together with his compa -

nion , for 2001 . to one butcher , Mr . Chapman , of Fleet - market ,

who appears to poſſeſs a ſpirit formed to meet and invigorate that

of the firſt of graziers ; and the liberality of the public has been

ſuch as is well calculated to ſupport and continue the honourable

extertions of both theſe patriots , as will - appear from the véry ex -

traordinary prices given tor various parts of the beet of the prize
bullock . :

One rump - fſtake was ſold for 13s . Two ribs for - 21. 14s .

One round for 51. 12s . at 1s . per pound ; and the tongue was

ſold for 11. 1s . ; and a guinea and a half was afterwards oflered tor

it . The weight of the above ox was 241 fone , and the weight of

kis companion 256 .
Mr . Edmond ' s prize ox weiged 195 fone ; was bought in

Otober , 1798 , for leſs than 20 guineas , and was ſold ’ to Mr .

Havel , butcher , of Reading , for 611 . Can any thing ſpeak
more forcibly in favour ’ of the Herefordſhire breed of cattle ?

The prize ſhéep of Mr . Poulten , which was bred by Mr .

Haines , of Daglingworth , in the county of Glouceſter , was ſold

to Meſirs . Hiſcock and Farrow , of Reading ; and in a paragraph
of the Reading paper , 1s ſaid , rather exultinely , to be ot “ the

true old Glouceſterſhire breed . ” There ‘ are not wanting men ,

however , who aſſert , that this breed 1s not to be found at this

time unadulterated , or rather unimproved , n any part of the

county of Glouceſter ; and eſpecially not 1n the flotki ot Nr .

Haines , who is well known to be a man of too much diſcernment

not to diſcover , that croſſing with the Leiceſter white breed ,

would tend to corre the natural coarſene ( ſs of the old Glouceſter -

ſhire ; and , if not carried ſo far as greatly to diminiſh the ſize of

his ſheep and the quantity of his wool , would render eſſential ſer -

vice to his ſtock . Thus far , - añd- no farther , ‘ am told , Mr .

Haines , and his near neighbour , that judicious breeder , and very

reſpe &table man , Mr . Kimber of North Corney , have adyanced

in the experiments they have made upon the old Gloucelerſhire

breed ; and though ſituated on the barren Cotſwold Hills , they can

now challenge the kingdom at large for a really profitable breed

ot ſheep .
Permit me , Mr . Editor , jußt to make a few obſervations on the

rery meritorious conduét of the firſt mentioned of the threé ſuc -

ceſsful candidates . I muſt own , that T am one of thoſe who

would have felt a painful degree of diſappointment , if the firſt

and . moſt honourable of the prizes had not been awarded to Mr ,

Weeftcar ; for the claims which he has upon ‘ the public , and eſpe -

cially upon the Londoner , appear to me . to be like his oxén , of

no common magnitude . He1s no new , no occaſjonal benefaétoi

G2
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to the ráetropolis , but lias inavariably , fos ſevéral years , reſerved

near forty of his largeſt and fatteſt oxen for the Chriſtinas great
market . This large ſupply , at : time when more beef , and that

, of ahigher quality than common , 1s: demanded , 1s of ſervice tothe

London market , too confiderable and too evident to - need ſpeci -
fication . I am happy to find , that laſt winter he ' met with due en <

couragement, .and that on the late occaſion he has not only re -

ceiveda prize , but has ſold 20 oxen for 11501 . But in Decem -

ber , 1797 , heexperiénced fuch a loſs as wauld utterly have diſcom -

fited almoſt any other man , and given him an inſuperable objeétion
to ſo uncertaiñ a market . Many of Mr . Weſtcar ' s beſt oxen were

ſold , in the laſt - mentioned winter,after eighteen months * feeding ,
for leſs money than they had coft in their lean ſtate . In ‘ re -

cruiting his ſock , Mr . Weſtcar has recourſe to the Herefords

ſhire fairs , where ſuch - beaſts as common graziers purchaſe ſiñgly, .
with trepidation , once in their lives , to indulge “ a fancy , are

bought - up by him , whatever the ſize or price , in large lots ,

I am informed , that , a few months ago , Mr . W . bought at He - :

reford 19 lean oxen in one lot , at ‘ the enormous price of g6L each

beaſt , which were purpoſely colle &ted for him from different parts
of the county ; and are purpoſely feſerved by him for the next

Chriſtmas great market , . to be conveyed to London by water , as

his laſt oxen and ſheep were .
:

By ſuch a grazier as this , we ſce ſubſtantial - and - effe @ual en -

couragement given to the breeder of full ſized beaſts , ſuch as muſt

be had for the plough ; ſuch as are well ſuited to the harneſs , and

at the ſame time well diſpoſedto fatten .
The merits of ſuch a man as this , when we confider the waſte =

ful effffeéts of ſending a large half - fatted beaſt to market , which

produces nearly as much bone as beef ; and the deſtruétive con -

ſequences of murdering two oxen , when one only ought to have

beeù killed ; are well deſerving of that publicity which your Ma -

gazine 1s well calculáted to give , and of general admiration .
I am , Mr , Editor , yours ;

Fan . : 14,: 1800 . PRACTICUS ,

FoR THE COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURÁL MAGAZINE ,

On the Advantages which will be derived by the Inhabitants of
London , and the adjacent Villages , from having an Experi -
mental Farm eſtabliſhed in ihe immediate Neighbourhood of
the Metropolis , By Sir JOHN SINCLAIR , Bart . . P .

N23 plan lias hitherto been ſuggeſted , more likely to beattend -
= Ÿ ed with advantageous conſeguences to the inhabitants ot the

metropolis, than that of having an experimental farm , on a great
icale , in its ‘ immediate neighbourhood , The following obſervas
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tions : will , it is hoped , ſufficiently prove . the juſtice . of . that aſ -

ſertion ,
I . From the increaſing , population of London , it 1s 1mpoſkble . it

can be ſupplied with provifions at a reaſonable rate , unleſs the
agriculture of the ’ country . 18 brought to - ahigh degree . of perfection ,
which can only be donethronghthe medum of experimental farms ,

the only ſure means of aſcertaining the , principles . of improve -
ment . Atpreſent , the nation 1s under the necellity of . depending
on foreign induſtry and cultivation for ‘ a part of its ſubliſtence 5
and ' we are periodically viſited with a ſcarcity . of food , which - ina

creaſes the expence of living to every family urthe kingdom , and

loads the rich with - beavy additional burthens to maintain the

poor , and tó preſerve them from the miferies of famine . À

ſmall portion of that ſum , the exaction of whtch thus becomes . ſo

frequently neceffary , were it properly applied . to. the 1mprovement
of agriculture , would ſoon enable this , country to. feed . itſelf , and ,

indeed , would put it in the power of . the farmer, . to ſupply the pub -
lic with proviſions at a reaſonable rate . Hence it 1s evident , that

every man that pays 15d . inſtead of gd. . for a loat of . breads , or - 10s .

per pound , inſtead of . 2s . for poor - rates , ought to conſider himſelf

eſſentially intereſted in promoting agricultural improvements , and

ought , for his own intereſt , to ſupport any meaſure calculated

for that purpoſe , as far as his circumſtances will admit of it .

IT . Itis well known , that there is ſcarcehy any part ofthe

kingdom , where greater quantities of waſte and unproduClive
land ' are . to be found , than in the neighbourhood of- London , or

ground 1n many inſtances more capable of improvement . È is to

be hoped that the - General Bilbot Incloſure will foon . paſs , in con -

ſequence of which . thoſe waſtes will be. divided . But . that will be

but of little avail , unleſs the means of improving them are aſcer -

tained . When Enfield Chace was divided , many perſons expects
ed to make conſiderable profit , by purchaſing and 1mproving : por -
tions of that waſte ; but , fronriguorance how to. go about it , the

greater part of theſe undertakers - fuftered by the attempt . Whereas ,
Bad the principles of improvement been accurately aſcertained ,

by means of experimental farms , nor error of any great magn -
tude could have been committed , and , the purchaſers of Enfeld

Chace Would have improved the land they purchaſed , greatlz ; to

their own and to the public benefit .
y

III . There are numbers of perſons in the city of London , who

accumulate conſiderable fortunes by! commerce , by the law , by
the prattice of medicine , and other lucrativé profeſlions , whole

ultimate objet 1s, to. retire into the country , and to reſide on an

eſtate purchaſed by the profits of their own udufſtry and exertions .

But after haymg purchaſed an- eſtate , how can rhey manage it to

advantage , or carry on the Improvement of their Property , with -

eut häving preyiouſly acquwéd the knowledge neceſſary for that

purpoſe ? Many haye attémpied it , but have ſeverely ſuffered by
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it . Whereas were there an experimental farm . in the immediate

neighbourhood of London , which , as fubſcribers , they had it in

their Power occaſionally to viſit , they would be enabled to ac -

quire , im fat without
OE ( for their ſubſcriptions to the ex -

perimetral farms will u ltimately be Fs with compound 1inte -

reſt ) much knowledge and experience in the beſt mode of managing
landed property , an of carrying on every ſpecies of 1improve-
ment , ot which they may avail themſelves , with peculiar advantage ,
when they are enabled , from the proûts of ſucceſsful induſtry , to

purchaſe ‘ eſtates in the country .

Laſtly . Many of the inhabitants of London are led , for the ſake

of recreation or health , occaſionally to ſpend ſome time in the

country ; at preſent , many of them leave town without having
any particular objeét when they make ſuch excurſions . But , if

accommodation were provided tor thoſe who wiſhed to viſit the

expertmental farm , and plots of ground allotted in its neighbour -
hood , where cottages or villas might be ercéted by the ſubſcribers ,
what an avantage would it not be to the promoters of the pro -

poſed inſtitution ? In that caſe , when they went to the country ,

they would have an opportunity of directing their attention to the

mo important enquiries , and of collecting 1formation on a ſub -

je , in which , in various reſpe &s , they muſt feel themſelves deep-
ly intereſted . Such an advantage ought certainly to be reſtri @ted
tò thoſe who are ſubſcribers to the propóſed inſtitution ; and muſt

appear , to every intelligent perſon , a circumſtance of ihe higheſt
importance to any individual reſiding in the metropolis , or in the

adjoining villages ,
The importance of experimental farms , in various parts of the

kingdona , to the diſtriéts 1n which they are reſfpeétively placed ,
can “hardly be queſtioned by any one : ánd , on the whole , it 1s

hopedthat theſe obſervations ſufficiently prove the aſſertion , DOE
ÎÑated , that the inhabitants of London are peculiarly intereſted in

eſtabliſhing one , in the immediate vicinage of the metropolis ; and

that they mutt , derwve much ſatisfaCion , ad advantages of various

deſcriptions , i rom promoting ſo uſeful a meaſure.
Particulars of the propoſed Inſtitution of the Plough , or Joint

Stock Farming Society , for aſcertaining the Principles of
Agric ultural Impr ovement . /

I . The Propoſed Capital .
1600 ſhares at £{ 50 each - - { 30,0009

II . Propoſed Expenditure .
i . To the eſtabliſhing ot eight experimental arable

and grazing farms , in different parts of the kingdom ,

LE 4000 each, on an ayeráge - - { 32,000
To the eſtabliſhing of two upland farms , for im -

iS mountain , ſheep , at £/ 1500 each - 300d
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To the expence of purchaſing 5000 acres of land3 P Y J 59 * I,
incloſfing and planting them , with larch , fir , and other

trees , and other expénces attending the ſame

4 , To a Contingent Fund , reſerved fór incidental and
untoreſeen expences

ITT . Ultimate Return .-
1. Sale of ſtock , crop , and implements , on the ex -

35,000

10,000

{ 80,000

perimental farms , ſtating merely the ſums originally
laid out - N

2. Value of ‘ 5000 acres of land , the buildings erected

thereon , and ’ of 1,250,000 larches , fir , and other trees

3. Principal of the Contingent Fund , on the ſuppo -

£395,000

218,000 '

ſition that the intereſt will defray all expences of

management , &c .

Conditions of the Subſcription .
1. That no ſubſcriber ſhall be

Total

compellable to pay his ſubſcrip -
tion , or ſhall ' incur any expence whatever , unleſs the purpoſes
of the inſtitution are actually carried into efe .

2. That the capital of 489,000 hall not be increaſed ; without
the conſent of a majority ot the ſubſcribers , and for the manifeſt
intereſt of the ſubſcribers , and of the public .

9. That the ſociety ſhall be eſtabliſhed by charter , or by 26 of

parliament , or by déed inrolled ,
of any demand beyond the ſum ſubſcribed .

ſo as to prevent tle poſlibilitzy

4 . That the ſhares ſhall be transferable from the time that the
ſociety 1s eſtabliſhed , and that the ſums ſubſcribed , ſhall be
able by ſuch inſtalments , as may be determined on at a

PAY -

general
ſpecial meeting of the ſubſcribers , and 1ſſued ſolely under the
authority of directors , of truſtees , appointed for that purpoſe¿CPE PUrPpoz
the ſociety .

by

POET RY :

BEAUTIES OF WALLACE :
A. TRAGEDY ,

PRINTED , BUT. NOT

I. Tale of Márgarsat , the Maid of Hexham .

MY father lived beneath the greenwood tree ,
A baniſhed man , becauſe he difobeyed

The ſhrieve of Cumberland , the king ’ s lieu -
tenant ,

Specially cmpov . ered t’ array the barons
Of the weſtern marches , when firſt theſe wars
Broke out . He was a gentleman
Of good account , and by his mother ? s ſide
Of Scottiſh lineage ;
And he did ſay this was a eauſe accurs ’ d,

BEFORE FUBLISHED, .

In which no ſword ofhis ſhould ’er be drawn ,
’ Tweré tedious to relate the ſad diſperſion ,
And the dire fortunes of our family ,
I found a ſhelter in à yeoman ’ s houſe ,
Cloſe by the borders of Naworth fort ,
Among the depths of which my outlawed fa -

ther
Had refuge ta ’ én, and lived with broken ment.
My hoſt had been a ſrvanrt of . our houſe ,
in our proſpetity , and he loved my father .
He Knew each dell and dinzle of tlie woods ;
Hé knew my fäatbherèbaunc ; and at Ht riſque
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Of his own Ife did often give him aid :

And , when hedurſt notits the : woods ! himſelf ;
He fent me, yet - child , to-xifit bim 5
And there I oît would ay whole ſunner days :
Nor were they idly ſpent ; for there I learned

‘ To -xcid , taught by my father , who" would

( carve
Sad tales - of other times upon the trees .

eTPwas “fhen I Jearnt . my Mill in archerie z
*Till ſo expert T was, Testld have ‘ brought
The hawk , : high hovering Zbove the : higlhéß

oaks ,
Dead . at my foot .
At Lii , from ue and’ ' love T cameto like

My Sther ' s life , and ſddom léftthe woods .

À, as the reſt , aſſumed the hwater ’ s habit ;
And thus ſome years right , merrily «wS

lived . —

ry .
EE [ Jan ,

. His * voice now joins - - - how ſoothing !
now , how grand !

’ Tisidone - - : ‘

¡Faintly the. echo fſlaats fromzrock . to rock ,
As ’ twere the ſoul of the departed fſrain . - - -

III . 4 Soldier ' s eſcape from Slaughter .
. NOT . much Iiknow : —- All that I knows

: ltell .
With others of our men I ſonthward fed ;
But ſooh - we parted , to elude - purBut.
Weary and faint , when I had fdpt to reſt ,
Andlookt . to trace . the way that I had eomes
I Taw thé difant cottages in flames .
Still caſter then Tſped : but , well I ween ,
I ſaon : muſt have dropt down for. want of food ,
Had nat I met a poor old beggar, man ,
Who , from his Éſrip , beſfought me to take

d

—— One bitter , bitter winter - day ; my feps ,
Returning from the friendly yeoman ’ s hauſe , |
Were traced among the ſaaw ; and my poor

father ,
With ſeven other foreſtera, : were ta ’ en
‘ To Carliſle city , and - there favagely
Were put to death . I metwith cruel gr
- wasveleas ’ d ; and , paſſing thro ’ the ty gaté ,

Was doom ’ d to ſee - - - harror !- --

My: father ' s grey locks wavingän theavind .

Fram that day forth I vowed to hate my

Country 5
I vow? d to thæow away , my- Fforlorn life

In/ſeking vengeance . Honuleſs wandering ,
1 beard . the ts were camp ’ d at Hexeldhain
Thithert I hed ; their glittering ſpears

_ bread .
The ſecond day from thät on which we fought ,

While , &retch ’ d at noon beneath a tree , I dug
‘ The fav ’ ry arnuts - from the turf, - - - ſudden
I heardthe hloodhound ’ s diſtant deep - toned

yoice - - -
°

| T frove to. thiuk it was the ¡wild ,bee’s hum

But ſoon it open ’ d louder on my ear ;
And yet , thought IT, it muſt be nóbler game

FT hey chaſe - - - ſome knight ,at leaſt , - doom’ d

to - the axe . - - - ſprung
But Kill the ſound appproach ?d, - - - Forward I

Thro ? brake and briar , and gain ’ d ſo much ,
That ſoon the fallowing ſound
I ſcarce diſcerned . - =- I ſtopt , and : thought me

ſafe. ward
Shot thro ? my ſoul a gleam of gloomy joy 5
i join ’ d5 and with. thisrbow , though rudely

form ’ d,
s

Have - ten times ‘ ’er revenged my father ' s

ſlaughter
Iù the! blood of Edward ' s faves .

O, it delights my- ſoul
Toſce any fledge bathed în their blood !

. . . Yes , on the flags beſide fhé ſtream .
The raoon is clear - - we’ 1l need no otherlidht ;
We' ll have a merry feift - - Guy ó? the cave
Is come z and he will fing us blytheſome ſongs
Till we are tired - - - and he has led with ' hmi
The poor blind harperpwWho dütplay and ſing
The night «before we won Cambuſkenneth

field “;
" Twas all ?bout - war,jand death , and: liberty, ;
And , while . he. ſung , and when be- ceaſed ,
We thought thé. Summer night was all too

logg ,
And- wiſh ?d, - and . wiſh ?d, - to - ſee the riſing ſun -

beams
Gleam fran the ' Engliſh Keel.
He now #8 fitting atte . hlaſted : oak,

Bark , hark , I hear bis thruai ,to tune: Bis
frings .

Loud , and more loud , again it ſwetl ’ - - - For -

Again - rufh . ‘ Thus , with alternate reſt

Andflight „yfull many a wood . and deep - fimk
glen

I páß ’ d, and curs ’ d the ſmallneßs of the
ſtreams .

Worn out at laſt , againſta treeT leant ,

My head upon my arm , panting for breath .

I could not bend , thro ’ wearineis ,
To fretch me on the ground . - - - I had re -

ſolved [ breezes
| To wait and meet my death, - - - when, on the
I heard , I thought , a catara &s diſtant dah .

It mú , ¡mu he the broad and full - &ream ’ d

Clyde ;
In if they ' ll loſe my track . Forward I flew ,
As 1f new- nerv ’ d ; - -- life was the prize - --
I réachîd the bank , plung ’ d in , and plied my

Aarms. —=-
I caught the ofiers on the other fide ;
Nór- ſtaid TFthere , but pierced far iù the woods; 5*
Amd, ere I ftopt,my - diench ? d ‘clothes were

quite dry .
That night I flept upon - moſty bank :
I thought I. heard - the dr & ful howl again ,

ifAnd - waked . in. houror : - - - But ‘ whaf was my
Joy , \

Tof: feebthe - funbeams , -to hear the thruſh ’ s

note ,
N

Hear - - +Be, plays , «««» Uſo. fes theavikifowers blooming "beut my face ?
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CRITICAL CATALOGUE .

L QT . GODWIN : a Zale of the’ fixteentk , ſeventeenth , and eighteenth Centu =

ries . By Gount REGINALD DEST . LEON . —Wright , Piccadilly ; 18003

235 pages . WILLIAM GoDwIN has , ever ſince the publicätion ' of his

work on PoLITICAL JUSTICE , appeared to us , to, be endowed with

that rxe divinity of GENIUS ) Which never fails to be flirred up in the

human ſoul, —whenever there exiſts in it an ardent enthuñaſtic dehre

for attainments of ſuperlative excellence , and when , at the ſame time ,

the objets of this deſire are inceſſantly , unweariedly , hopefully , pro -
ſecuted , with reſolute determination , and ‘ without the diverting in -

terference of any meaner paſlion . His CaLeB WiLLIAMs taught us

to regard , with aſtoniſhment , his power to melt the ſoul to pity and

tenderneſs , to thrill it with horror , to inflame it to ſympathetic rages
to endow it , as by the touch of a god , with ſudden energies more

than human ; to ſuſpend it in an impatient curioſity , mingling agony
with keen delight . We found , in his F/Jays of the ENQUIRER , acute

and original obſervations on men and things , quickneſs and accuracy
of diſcrimination , a ſentimental eloquence , which ſcemed óften to

breathe more than 2 double portion of the ſpirit of RoussEaAu , and
of the genius of DIDEROT , ſuch as it was in even its happieſt mom ? nts .

When his late FiZion of ST . LEoxN was publiſhed , we were 1mpatient
to procure . it , we ſeïzed it eagerly , we read it with fond attention ,

we hafſtened to inſert it in our CATALOGUE ; not with the anxious

malice of Zoiliſn , but that we might anticipate ; and , for as much a

was poſlible to oúr feeble endeavours , avert from ‘a favourite , the

injuries of thoſe zoufing owls , who for ever watch in the regions of

literature , îÎo pounce , in his firſt careleſs moment , upon - the fowering
falcon , or the ¿mperial eagle !

Of REVIEWS , in general , we heſitate not to obſerve , at our peril ,
that 700 zzany of them exhibit nothing but an eternal , potſherd , urinal ,

and ſnow - ball war —of dullneſßs againſt genius , of ignorance againit
ſcience and erudition , of the ſofdidneſs of trade , againft the dignity
of literature , and the liberal ſpirit of the polite arts . ‘ They ’ are col -

le @ions of mingled puffs and fibels ; they are written without the

peruſal of thè works to which they relate :*at beſt , they diſtribute

praiſe and cenſuré , as a man might deal about him , random - blows ,

in the dark . Yet ; their favour never reaches above the praiſes of ’

that compiling MEDIOCRITY , Which , in the days of Torace , was ab -

horred by gods , by men , and by the Roman bookiuilers . They
never fail to diſtinguiſh genius by a ſort of inſtinétive antipathy
againſt it , and to abuſe and thruft it away , juft as the Gaitres of the

Alpine valley are ſaid to have done to the handſome young man who

happened . to enter among them while they were aſſembled at church

on a Sunday . If , at any time , they happen to praiſe genius , in the

way of blunder , before they are aware that it 1s fuch ; no ſooner dò

they diſcover their error , than they haſten to make amends for it ,

by laviſhing an extraordinary profuſion of abuſe on him , whom they
had , before , unwittingly applauded . They abuſed the beſt works of

RoBeRTsSON and JornNsox , even like the af ftriking with his heels

againít the ſkull of the dying dion . They excited whatever could

COMM , & AG, MAG , E
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make a baſe , diſcordant noiſe , into clamour againſt BuRKE . They
ítrove to blight the bays of Darwin . They have ventured to deny

ſportive wit , and fantaſtic humoyr , to PETER PINDaR . They have

laviſhed praiſe on ſome of the moſt pitifal pamphlets which have been

publiſhed agamſt GoDwI1N . But , Gentle Reader , be aflured that it is

10t of the Reviews of LoNDoN , êut of thoſe of the UTOPIA SCRIBBLE -

RIANA , tat we make theſe obſervations.
So far are . we , ourſelves , from being diſpoſed to a & upon theſe

principles of critical conduá , that we. would much ſooner pardon
almoſt every thing to genius , than aught to pert frivolity , to blun -

dering yet laborious compilation , or to plodding dullneſs . The

very imperfeC ( tions of a Paley , a Godwin , a Parr , a Charlotte Smith , a

Wriitaker ( names oddly enough brought together , no doubt ; ) are ,

in our eyes , more precious than the beſt efforts of thoſe very graces
and cupids of the court of dullneſs , whom the happy diſcernment of

modern criticiſm eagerly exalts above them .

But . yet , a good joke is what we never diſliked in our life . There

ïs a charm in w1T and HUMOUR , which more than merits their par -

don , even when . they lightly aſlociate themſelves with the baſeñeſs

of malice . When they ſport without malignity , ſly , ſhrewd , lucky »,

playful, making you laugh , as if it were without deſign*on their

part , and exciting all around to laugh a you , while ‘ they , the au -

thors of the miſchief , ſeem to mean no harm ; they are , then, . the moſt

amuſive comrades of an idle hour ; and , in ſpite of Meſirs . Browne ,

Balguy , Knox and Co . with the whole hoſt of the foes of Lord Shafteſ -

bury, —the beſt judges between truth and falſehood , between propriety
and incongruity , between deformity and beauty . We could almoît

pardon the Gildons and the Denniſes of the . preſent day , for the wick -

ednefs of their cenſures ; if they were not abſurd and ſpiritleſs , even

below the inſpiration of malice . But a ram - cat might almoſt mew

out a ketter critique , —an aſs might almoſt bray a better one, —than

Tuch as now diſgrace a work of periodical criticiſm , that was once

dignifed by the keen yet flowing eloquence of a SMOLLÉT » : and

adorned by the ſprightlineſs and - humour ofa GoLDSMITH .

We have , therefore , no’ quarrel with the author of ST . GODWIN 3

though hé have contrived to make one of our favourites the obje of

his ridicule . He adopts the narrative of the romance of ST . LEON ,

prunes away all its ſplendid ampliúcations , reduces what he has re -

tained , {1 2 tale of pomp and ſentiment , to one of burleſque gaiety
—the vehigle of his ſatire , againít both the incongruities Ot Ot. Leon ,

and the: habifs and chara @ter of , its author . „In the latter part of the

volumey he digreſſes from ’ lis defign of harrafling GoDwIN , to in -

troduce , for no other apparent end , than to make the reader merry

2 flory , ‘in the manner of the comic epiſodes of Don Quixote and of

Gil Blas , which we have , 1n truth , found very diverting .

" By a ſma ! ! licence of zifrepreſentation , any thing , however beautiful ,

or however exalted , may be inade the fubjed of ridicule . That ’ he

is not unſucceſsfully aſſailed by this ſportive author , therefore , can -

not imply , that GoD w ix, wants thoſe tranſcendent literary merits fer

which we have profefled to admire him . But , his merits . are mingled
with many imperfed @tions ; and even the geld of St . Leon is very largely

alloyed with éafir meta , This alloy , the writer of ST . GoDw1N has

[ Jan
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been ‘ ufficiently ſagacious to dete ; and many of thoſe 1mperfeQions ,
he has , with happy ſkill and dexterity , expoſed . At pages 28 and 29 ,
35 » 39 , 68,80 , 98 , 110 , 113 , 115,152 , 188 , the reader will find ſo many
not unhappy ſpecimens —of this author ’ s power to diſcern , to feigh ,
and to expofe the ridiculous, —of his ſkill in the principles of criti -
ciſm , and his knowledge of human charadter and paſſlions, —of his ac =
quaintance , both with books and with human life and manners .
‘ There are alſo interſpérſed in his book , meanneſies which haye neither
wit nor humour to atone for their malignity . And many paſſages,
even while amuſing , are ſuch as no great force nor ſprightlineſs of
invention could be required to produce . It is , on the whole , how -
ever , a lucky trifle . Tt has amuſed us , and we ſhould ſuppoſe that
it may equally amuſe many of our readers .

While we praiſe the genius of GoD win ; we deſire to be underſtood
as proteſting againſt his philoſophical and political opinions , not priz -
ciples ; as for the greater part equally abſurd , ‘ and hoſtile to the truê
intereſts of ſociety . Though we diſlike not the book of his aſſailant ;
yet we would never pardon malignant criticiſm , unleſs the malignity
might ſeem to loſe its nature, “ amid the blaze of wit , humour , and
eloquence .

II . Apvice To EDiTOoRs oF NEWSPAPERS . Macpherſon , Ruffel -
Court , Covent - Garden . 1799 . —The Britiſh nation expend more money
in the purchaſe of NE WSP APERS , than for any other ſort of literary
produdtions . &ted to no particular ſpecies of compoûition #
having all ’ nature and life , all books and buſineſs , times paſt anL
preſent , earth and ſeas , open before them ; neceſſarily poſſeſling ,
among them , a great aſlemblage and diverſity of talents ; —one ſhould
think , that the authors of NEwsPAPERS , might compenſate the pecu -
nary encouragement which their Ebhemerides receive , by preſenting
information of êvery ſort , in the mo pleaſing forms , in the moſt Pper-
fe & elegance and propriety of language , with the utmoſt celerity
yet ’ truth of intelligence and communication .

It is far otherwiſe . A NEwsSPAPER is uſually a hodge - podge of
ingredients , as vileand as deſtitute vf all real virtue , as thoſe which
might fill awitch ? s cauldron . It 1s a meſs which you muſt not Expedt
to get good of , unleſs you can bring a whale - oil ſtomach to it . Lies
ſo zncleverly told , that they loſe all the power of . fiion ; attempted
witticiſms which Mhew Ffupidity ſtriving to aſſume the maſaguerade - cha -
rater of wit , but wearing on her back a label with her real name ,
having her forehead unconſciouſly bare , and breathing from her brain
fill all her own genuine want of thought ; Æandal , in which malignity
being diveſted ' of all the charms of elegance , wit , and humour , ap -
pears in her moſt hideous deformity , and is , to every ingenious
mind , loatheſomely diſguſtful , even as Swift ’ s Cerinna when ſhe had
undreſſed herſelf ; and ruth , poor ¿ruth , when it cannot be with -
held , ſo marred in the telling , ſo hacked and mangled , ſo diſguiſed
and ſo mutilated , that it appears why juſt as might ſome lovely
Samboo maiden of Surizam , whom a jealous Dutch dame , her miſtreſs ,
has made to be ſhaven on the head , ſinged on the eye - brows , ſeared
on the cheeks , mutilated in the noſe , gaſhed ‘ on the breaſts , and
maimed in the legs , left the girl ’ s ſable beauty ſhould have tempted
to conjugal infidelity , IGakeer , her maſter ; Such is the compofßition of

T2
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our newſpapers . AI the provincial diale &s of Britain , from Caith -
neſs to Cornwall , and almott all poſlible blundefts in grammar , ſole -
ciſms in logic , abſurd incongruities of figure in rhetoric , are aſſembled
1n the daily newſpapers of London ; juít as 1f , like the ſeries of Ita -
lian dramas compoſed for the convenience of the authors of the Dellæ

Cruſca diétionary , our newſpapers were written for no other purpoſe
but to preſent examples for ſome great intended treatiſe on the art of

finkivg in profe , as well as in poetry . It is remarkable , that 4e aD -
VERTISEMENTS zz the American newſpapers of New - York , Bafion , and

Philadelphia , are incomparably better avritten than thoſe of the newſpapers of
London . Of the attempts at political ſpeculation which occur in our

newſpapers , nothing but the 1mpertinent preſumptuouſneſs cân equat
the trite abſurdity . The peruſal of newſpapers gives á daily renewat
of hope , with daily diſappointmen ; . You find the paper of this morn -

ing curſedly ſtupid 3 you hope that to - morrow ’ s news will be better .
‘ ' - morrow ’ s comes ; but fill Dunce the Second reigns like Dunce the Eirft .
The public ſcem to havé , however , as to news , a ſhark ’ s appetite .
AlÎ that ofers itſelf , is , without diſtin &ion , ſwallowed .

Entertaining theſe ſentiments in regard to the general compoſition ;
of Britiſh newſpapers , we have conſequently read , -with conſiderable

pleaſure , the ſhrewd and lively ſatire contained in this letter of advice

to. their editors , Its author ſeems to be acquainted with all the artifices
of manufacure , which thoſe ingenious perſons are wont to exerciſe .
He ſcems to know their faults , even almoſt as well as 1f he had been

employed by Apollo to pick them out , and had then received them in

2 preſent for his pains . ‘ The pomp of fiétitious correſpondence ; the

invention - of ſfcaſonable wonders ; the retailing of Jox M1LLER t7a -

ævefli ; the fabrication of parliamentary debates ; the anticipation of

the conteſts between the catcall and the ſock or the buſkin ; the ſcan -

dalous lie , firft impudently propagated , then meanly retracted ; the

bull and the abſurd typographical blunder ; the prevalent beauties of

our newſpapers , are , in this letter ; ridiculed with much : ſhrewd fa -

gacity , and with very happy irony . Mr . Caleb Whitfoord ' s famous

punning letter to Woodfall on Errors of the Prefs , is added at the end ,

We thank the author of the Advice for the entertainment he has af -

forded us ; for the wit and humour , as well as for the ſound ’ criticiſm ,
with which his letter 1s replete . We recommend it to ſuch of our

readers as do not think ridicule the foe of truth , health , or good - na -
ture .

Ÿ

[ IT Tlie Subflance of the Speech of the . AaRL of K1NNouL 7a the BRITISH

CI1ETY fèr extending the FISHERIES , Sc . held on Monday , March 26 ,

Containing a General Account of the Progrefs and Preſent State of the

- — The Britiſh Society for extending the Fiſheries , &c . were in -

106 . The

Í agriculture »
tain , by the

building of towns , harbours , villages , Sc . ‘ and the purchaſe of convenient
tands for theſe eftabliſments .

For the accompliſhment of this obje &, the ſubſcribers incorporated
by the a of parliament , agreed to contribute to the amount of 729 #>
ſhares , at ç5ol . a ſhare , or in all 36,4751 : By additions of intereſt

manufaures , Sc . in the Hiéhlands and Iflands of North E

4{ rom ſfabfcribers and banks , ſince the term of the ſubſcription , this
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>»
capital ias been augmented to the ſum of 41,0811 . 5s . 8d . forming the

total capital of the ſociety .
In expending this money , they prudently reſolved to uſe the utmoſt

parſimony , that was not , abſolutely , incompatible with the deſign of

their inſtitution . They juſtly conceived , that a wildly profuſe ex -

penditure of the funds of ſimilar ſocieties , had often occaſioned the

failure of their projets , however , originally , well - concerted and be -

neficent . For the ſeats of their eſtabliſhments , they choſe Zobermory ,

as the moſt ſouthern , Zochbay in the iſle of Sky , as the moſt weſtern ,

and Ullapoo , as the moſt northezn , ſituation . They procured , in per -

petual property , under the payment of guit - rents , at Tobermory , about

2000 acres of land , at Zochbay , about 1474 acres , at Ullapool , 1031

acres . At each of their ſtations , they , next , conftru &ed works for a

harbour ; ere &ted a few principal houſes ; and parcelled out grounds
for houſes , gardens , and ſmall fields , to accommodate ûâſhermen and

others , whom they defſred , thus , to invite into village - ſettlements .
Their next care was , to procure from government , and from tle Scottiſh

truſtees for manufa @ures and fiſheries , the eſtabliſnment of a cuſtom -

houſe ai Tobermory , with ſome encouragements and inftractions to

ſpinners , who ſhould ſettle in their villages . Schoolmafſters , the viſits

of miſſionary preachers , ſhopkeepers , and merchants for the purchaſe
of the little manufadures , were , alſo , invited to the new eſtabliſn -

ments . Some roads were cut ; and means were employed for the re -

lief of the villagers , on years in which the fiſhery might be leſs ſuc -

ceſsful . It was wiſhed , that , at all theſe villages , the fiſheries might
be , as much as poſſible , the principal ſpecies of induſtry , “that ſhould

be followed : and , therefore , the allotments of ground to the villagers ,
were made , in general , and of purpoſe , too ſmall to allure them away
from fiſhing to huſbandry ſolely , but of ſufficient extent to ſupply
their families with the neceſlary quantities of nülk , meal , and vege -
tables . Yet , as it was of conſequence to bring the lands belonging
to the ſociety , as ſpeedily as poſible , into full cultivation ; the plan
of allotment , was not , in every inſtance , too rigorouſly adhered to .

Of all this , the conſequences have been fignally beneficial . At

Tobermory , there are , now , on the . eſtate ‘ of the ſociety , 47 families

inhabiting as many g0od houſes ; buſied chiefly in the induſtry of the

fiſhery , or in employments of which the productions are neceſlary to

the comfortable accommodation of fiſhermen . At Lochbay, - are 23 fa -

milies of ſettlers . The houſes at Ullapool , amounted , when the laſt

ſtatement was received , to the number of 39 . In all theſe places ,
there has been a great quantity of induſtry , uſeiully called forth ,

which , but for the attentions of the ſociety , might “ never have bee

exerted . The fiſheries have been more ſucceſsfully proſecuted , ſince

the ſociety ’ s attempts were commenced . The labouring villagers
have been brought into a fate of comfort and independences whucl

they could not , otherwiſe , have known , A great capital , partly
brought from a diſtance , and 1n part created on ( the ſpot , has been

irremoveably fixed in theſe parts , and in ſuch a nianner , that it can -

not be eaßly deſtroyed , without generating new wealth and : induſtry ,
A large extent of land , before almofît barren , has . been improved into

rich and flouriſhing cultivat A new ſpirit of induſtry has beer

awakened in theſe parts of the Higklands , of which the progrefive
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exertions muſt prove , beyond calculation , beneficial . Three nurſeries
of ſeamen have been eſtabliſhed , from which , the moſt valuable ſup -
plies of mariners , may , hereafter , be obtained to the Britiſh navy .
Even to the patriotic members of the ſociety , there are fair hopes of
fature compenſation for all that they have expended . The /zzas af -
ford , at preſent , a clear revenue of 781 . 11s . 10d . after the payment
of the guit rent : In the ſpace , of a century , the income from them
may , probably , riſe to the ſum of s5oool . a year . The preſent yearly
revenue of the ſociety , in rents and ztereft of - money , is nearly 4001 .
above its annual expenditure . The buſineſs of the ſociety , is ma -
naged by Direétors choſen at the annual meetings of the Proprietors ,
and by Agents and others , the ſervants employed by the Dire &ors .

Such is the principal information contained in this pamphlet . Both
the ſpeech , and the accompts which accompany 1t , are clear , accu -
rate , and fatisfa @ory . They do honour to the ſociety , and to the
patriotic nobleman , in whoſe name they are publiſhed . The lan -

guage , and the ftrain of the compoſition , are decent and corre ,
though not without occaſional improprieties . Perhaps , of all elegant
accompliſhr4ents , there 1s none more truely gentlemanly , more truely
nobleman - like , than the power of writing with delicate propriety of

fiyle and compoſition , yet without the affed @ations of pedantry and of
rhetoric .

z
4

IV . EssAvYs on the VENEREAL DISEASE and îts concomitant Afeétions,
&c . By W. BLa1R , Surgeon of ihe Lock Hosr1TAL and AsvLum ,
and of theFixsBURY DisPENSARY , Sc . Symonds . 1800 . Of the
diſeaſes to which the animal economy is ſubjeâ , there are - none which
do not begin their ation , either , by the abſorbents - at the fiz , by the

lungs , by the fomack , or by ſome diſorder which commences in the

thinking vital principle . j
‘

As to abſorption and fecretion , the actions of the ſkin are but , as it
Were , - concentrated and increaſed ’ in the ſtomach and the anus, —the
actions of the ſtomach and the anus , are but diffuſed , with ſome
attenuation and reúnement , over the ſkin .

Among thoſe diſeaſes of which the infedion is received chiefly by
the abſorbents of the ſkins one of the moft prevalent , is Sizhilis . or
Lues Venerea , in its different modifications . A diſeaſed ſtate of the ſe -
cretions from the organs of generation , 1s apt to be , in certain cir -

cumftances , induced , by contagion , and probably , alſo , by other

means , of which the operation has not been , as yet , well inveſtigated .
From an uncertain period in the hiſtory of human health , that dif
order has interpoſed to poiſon , in Europe , the exceſs of licentious

enjoyment . It lays waſte - our great cities with a havock , more inf -
dious and leſs alarming , but not leſs deftraQive , than that of the peſ -
tilence . /

Among the ſpecific ’ remedies which were fir applied for the

cure of this affflfiétive diſtemper , the deco @ion or extra of guaiacum
was anciently conſidered , as ſupremely powerful . Fraca/ftorie , in

his beautiful poem on the Siphilis, —a piece , the pride of the Latin
poetry of the Italian revivers of literature, —ſpeaks of the - anti - ſiphi -
litic virtues of gzaiacum , in a ſtrain of admirable enthuſiaſm . The me -

„ dical virtues of MERCURY , however , had no ſooner been proclaimed
#5, than it was adopted , as , above all others , the moſt po -

|
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tent ſpecific for the ‘ cure of the venereal diſeaſe . It has , evex ſince ,
continued to enjoy the ſame preference 1n preſcriptions for this did -

temper , which it then obtained . Itis ſcarcely ever unſucceßful when

ſeaſonably applied . But , its @ion 1s often ſo potent , that it ſeems

to diſſolve , as ‘it were , never to be reſtored , the whole confiſtency ,
and energies of the human frame . It is doubtful , whether the mif -

chief which zercury operates by enfeebling and irrecoverably unbracing
the animal economy , beg not greater than the good which it ' performs
in the cure ſiphilitic infedion .

For this reaſon , thoſe who were anxious for the improvement of
the ſcience and praétice of medicine , have long endeavoured to find
ſome remedy for the venereal diſeaſe , which , with egual power to

conguer it , might have a leſs fatal tendency thán mercury , to deſtroy .
the vigour ofthe conſtitution Vhen the diſcoveries of modern che -

miſtry opened a new world io the eyes of ſcientific enguirers ; it be -
came natural to try , whether there might not ſome new medical re -
medies be found ' among the acîds and ’ gaſſes . ‘ After the diſcovery of
GAS OXYGEN , many , and , among others , Dr . BeEDDoEs , appear to
have been inclined to attribute to this gas almoſt thoſe virtues , which
the alchemitts had aſcribed to their philoſopher ’ s fone , and their uni -
verſal medicine, —the Stahlians , to phlogiſton . It was not a truly phi -
loſophical ſpirit , bat an extravagance of 1magination excited by de -
luſive views of- philoſophical truth , which encouraged thoſe fancies .
Their authors have inclined to think , that oxYGEN applied ia its

compounds , mußt opetate with wonderful power , for the cure of many
diſeaſes . Among others , it has been conceived , that , applied 1n n1 -
trous acid , it might efe , much more happily than mercury , and not
certamly , the cure of Lues venerea .

Mr . BLatfR , on the contrary , has , for ſome time , applied his aften -
tion to this ſubje &, with a caution , and yet , with 2n ardent diligence ,
which we think much more worthy , egually , of philoſophy and of
the ſurgical and medical arts . Contending , that the faQs from which
the deciſive anti - venereal power of nitric acid , had been interred ,
were too few , were indiſtinäly ſtated , had been inaccurately obſerved ,
involved circumſtances contradictory to the reſults whichit was at -
tempted to deduce from them ; he maintained , that , in order to
aſcertain , in this as in other inſtances , the genuine truth ; it was ne -
ceſlary to bring together a wide aſſemblage of fads , carefully obſerved
and faithfully related , ſuch as ſhould ſufficiently evince the conſe =-
quences of the treatment of the venereal diſeaſe with nitric acid , 1n
every ſtage of the progreſs of the diſtemper , and in almoſt every poſ -
ſible diverſity of circumſtances . With this view , he has , for ſome
time , in h1s own pradice , and by very alive enquiry among his me -
dical friends , endeavoured to colle & that evidence which ke thinks
necefiary , to diret medical praQuce , in the choice betwecn rhe nitric
acid and mercury . The ſubſtance of the fa &s which he las collected ,
is contained 11 zs , and in a former volume of theſe eſl2ys . The ge -
neral reſult from his faQs , ſéems to evince ; that nitric acid is not to
be confidently regarded as a Jure fpecific againſt the venereal diſèafe 5 that ,
however , as nitric acid , prudently adáminifiered,
energy oppoſite to the relaxing effedts of mercury , the acid might be
advantageouſly gwen , in mo inſtances , together with the metallic

Etc urig =;ACCS WICN A corroborative
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remedy ; but , that , the proper - mode of combining theſe remedies

for the cure of the diſeaſe , has not yet been deciſively and particy -

larly aſcertained ,

It is impoſible to deny , that , in the application of ſound common

ſenſe and true philoſophy to- medical inveſtigation , Mr . BLaIR has ,

very highly , the adyantage over his adverſaries . The diligence and

ernment with which he has proſecuted theſe reſearches , have ‘ con -

ferred no ſmall obligations upon the medical and ſcientife world .

How much ſuperior are thoſe men who unite the ardour of ſcience

with ſoberneſs of mind and ſoundneſs of „ underſtanding, —to - thoſé

whoſe paſion for ſcience , is evinced , only by lofty pretenſions and

wild flights of the imagination ? The concluding part of Mr . Blair ' s

book , intituled , ‘“ Remarks on the preceding Evidence, ” will , 1f atten -

tively peruſed , ſatisfy every reader of the juſtice of our approbation .
" There is , indeed , nothing in the book of which we are not inclined to

diſapprove , except ſome few controverfial refle @tions at its very cloſe .

He who could inveſtigate and could reaſon ſo well , needed not to

have recourſe to the language of angry contention .

V. ExQuIRY ¿ato the Hiftory , Nature , Cauſes , and different Modes ‘of
‘ Treatment hitherto purſued in the Cure of SCROFULA , Pulmonary CoN -

SUMPTION , ard CANCER : To which is added , A Letter to a celebrated

Profeflor of Edinburgh , &Sc. By WiuLuiam NisBET , . D . Fellow ef
the- Royal CoL LEGE of SURGEONS , Edinburgh , one of the SURGEONS 0

C1

‘ the RoY AL INFIRMARY , and now . of No . 8, Warwick - ftreet , Charing =-
cro . London . 8vo . JOHNSON , St . Paul ' s Church - yard , &c : We

exceedingly regret , that we cannot , for the preſent month , enter

into ſuch an analyſis of the preſent work , as the prevalence and

the 2aMiQive nature of the diſeaſes of which it treats , the ability and

accuracy of inveſtigation that it diſplays , the ſagacity , experience ,

benignity , and candour of its author , moſt eminently deſerve . It

is , however , impoſible , that the peruſal of it ſhould ‘ not impreſs
the public with a very high opinion of Dr . N1sBET ? ’ s fill in the

treatment of Screfula , Conſumption , and Cancer , to the cure of which

lufively confines his praGicer The letter mentioned in the

we underfſtand to have been addreſſed to Dr . GREGORY, »

n of diſtinguiſhed worth and talents , and , confeſſedly , no

: judge . of the ratio of treatment , which it explains . We ſhall ,

ïn our CRITICAL CATALOGUE for next month , deſcénd mnto ‘ a mor

particular examination of this work ; for , the diſeaſes of which it

treats , are , of all chronic diſtempers , thoſe which , perhaps , afflMi&t

life , and thin the numbers of mankind the moſt , among thoſe claſſes

iety to which our Work is particularly addreſled .

he exane CAC

OT 1O0C1€ y
IV . Éssav on the Uſes of CHEMISTRY » Zn its application tothe ARTS .

By W. HExRy . JoHns0ox , St . Paul ' s Church - yard . —This eſlay , the

Hon to a courſe of chemical le &ures which its author reads at

ftyie of compoſition ; and may be advantageouſly read by gentlemen ,
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National Tranſattions ,

CITE AND MILITARY “

" THE new French conſtitution has been very generally accepted ; and
the votés of rejection are but few .

Sieyes is choſen préſident of the conſervative ſenate ; and Lacepede ,
ſecretary .

The French government have repealed the law relätive to privatcers ,
which was often uſed as a pretext for ſeizing the property of American
and other neutral nations . They have likewiſe , by an eXpreſs decree ,
re - eſtabliſhed the code of neutral navígation, ' as it ſubſliſted under the

monarchy .
Bournonville has been officially announced as miniſter to the court of

Berlin , from whence Duroec has juſt returned .

Thirty journaliſt & who were tranſported . without trial , „ haye been re -
called .

The armies in Italy , Switzerland , and Germany , have entered into
winter quarters . The French ſtill retain Genoa . The Auſtrians are

góne into cantonments in Piedmont . The head - quarters of General
Melas were lately at Foſſano , The Archduke ’ s head - quarters were
removed to Memmingen . General Starrey was at Bruchſal .

General St . Cyr , inan official account from Italy , ſtates , that he re ?

pulſed the Auſtrians under General Klenau , re - inforced by a corps of
Ruſſians from Leghorn , in an attempt made by the Tatter upon Bochetta ,
near Genoa ; covering the field of battle with Killed , and taking 1802

priſoners , with four pieces of cannon .
The ſenate and canſuls entered on their funétions December 25 . As

ſoon as the former had nominated the legiſlators and tribunes , the coun -
cils of Ancients and of Five Hundred were diſſolved . The guard of the

legiſlative body is placed at the diſpoſal of the conſuls , who are to furniſh
the ſenate , legiſlators , and tribunes with a guard of honour . The natioual
edifices appointed for the conſtituted authorities are the Luxemburgh
for the ſenate , the Thuilleries for the conſuls , the palace of the five
hundred for the legiſlative body , and the palace Egalité for the tri -
bunate .

The grand conſul has appointed Maret to be ſecretary of ſtate ; and

Murat , who returned with him “ from Egypt , commander of his body -
guard . ‘

Lucien Buonaparte is appointed miniſter of interior ; and Abrial , miniſ -
ter óf juſtice .

The conſuls have given permiſſion to the emigrants , who were ſhip -
wrecked , ſome time ago , on the coaſt of Calais , to quit the French

territory .
Buonaparte has addreſſed a proclamation to the departments of the

Weſt ( dated January 11 ) in which , after alluding to the prolongation of
the time ‘ “ granted for repentance, ’ ’ he threatens vengeance on all who
ſhall not , after thax period , ſubmit ; orders thoſe perſons to be ſhot
who ſhall harbour or favour the Chouans ; and exhorts the national

guards and traops of the line , if they Know amongſt them “ any trai =
COMM . & AG. MAG »
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tors , who ſhould dare to receive and defend the brigands , let to them

periſh, ” &c .
/ i

Upwards of 600 women of the town have been taken up at Paris , to

be ſent to Egypt .
Plan of the new , French conftitution , as ſketched out by Rœderer . —

The male inhabitants . of France , of age , and paying taxes , as a qualifi -

cation to vote , are about 5,000,000 , who reduce themſelves to 500,000

notables of communes ; who reduce themſelves to 59,000 , notables of

departments ; W ho reduce themſelves to 5,000 notables ‘of France z

from whom are to be choſen 500 legiſlators , the ſenate tribunate , and

alſo 30 conſervators ; two puiſne confuls , and one grand conſul , who is

to chooſe zo counſellors ’ of fate , and the miniſters , ambaſſadors , commiſe

ßoners , &c . \ : Ef

Sieyes enjoys a finecure of 10001 . a year , as a ſenator : and the national

acmain of Croſne , in the - department of the Seine and Oiſe , has been

granted to him by conſular gratitude , as a reward for his conſtitutional
labours .

A rumour has been induſtriouſly circulated , in the foreign journals ,

that General Kleber is endeavouring to negociate a, treaty with the

Grand Vizier , by which the French army is to evacuate Egypt .

General Kleber ? s letter to the French Dire &ory , intercepted , with

other diſpatches , from Egypt , repreſents the army in that . country as re -

duced to 16,000 men, \ of whom more than 8,0900 are rendered totally un -

fit for ſervice , by fickneſs , by being wounded in battle , lamed . from fa -

tigue , or renderéd totally blind by the effeéts of thefclimate . He adds ,

that without immediate and efffe @tual ſuccours , they can neither reſiſt the

enemy gathering round them , nor even hope to eſcape from the country .

The Grand Duke Alexander Paulowitz , the eldeſt ſon of the Emperor

Paul , has formally refiganed his right of ſucceſſion to the throne : and

Prince Conſtantine Paulowitz has , in conſequence , been named ſucceſſor .

Particulars of our loſſes on the coaſt of Africa , ‘in September laſt .—
The French ſquadron confiſted of three ! frigates ; carrying 44 , 40

and 32 guns , under the command of M. Landolphe ; they had 1000

ſoldiers on board , with gun - boats and every requiſite for a predatory

expedition . The capture made by them , are , the Robuft , of 360 tonsy

20 guns 5 Pilgrim , 290 tons , 20 guns ; Piana , 250 tons , 20e

Marta , 227 tons , 16 guns ; Britannia , 209 tons , 16 guns ; and Tartar ,

506 tons , 26 guns 5 all belonging to Liverpool ; including alſo the Juno

of Barbadoes , and eight American and Portùgueſe veſſels .

The Britiſh naval force in commiſſion at this junéture amounts to

186 veilels of war , beſides thoſe which are hired .

The ſurplus of the conſolidated fund , in the quarter ending on January

5, exceeds the eſtimate by 110,900l . }
he poſt horſe duty was ſold by auCtion , on January 7, for three

years , at an advance of 14,0061 . per annum , over the laſt three years .

Orders have been given that all veſſels homeward bound from the Le -

vant ſhail proceed no farther than Standgate Creek , where their cargoes

are to be forwarded in other veſſels to the different ports . “
*

Two of the four frigates W hich lately paſſed over to the coaſt of

Trance , and delivered to the Chouans arms , ammunition , ‘ and moneys

again ſailed , for the ſame deſtination , with another ſupply .

The number of Erench prifoners remaining in this country , after full

Elling the late Dutch convention , will amount to 22,0090 .

Toiſſant and Rigaud continue to wage a predatory war , at the expence

of their relpe &ive adherents . Both parties capture veſſels trading to

ports in connection with their rivals . j
y

At Canton the concerns of the ! Eaſt India Company ’ are in a molt

flouriſhing ſtate , and their commerce bas , of late , been greatly extended .
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The London Gazette of Jan . 6, contained an official letter fram Buo -

maparte , who therein ſtyles himſelf ‘““ Firſt Conſul of the Republic, " ads

dreſſed to “ his Majeſty the King of Great Britain and of Ireland . ” 7A

this overture “ the firft Magiſtrate of the French nation ’ profeſſes his ‘“ ſin =

cere deſire to contribute efficaciouſly , for the ſecond time , to a general

pacification , by a ſtep , ſpeedy , entirely of confidence , and diſengaged from

thoſe forms which , neceſſary , perhaps , to diſguiſe the dependence of

weak ( ſtates , prove only , in thoſe which are ſtrong , the mutual defire of ,

deceiving eath other, ” &c . &c . To this communication an oficial an -

ſwer is returned to M. Talleyrand , French miniſter for foreign affairs , în

a note , ſigned by Lord Grenville , which , after premifing that his Britan - «

nic Majeſty has not ‘““ been engaged in any conteſt for a vain and a falſe

glory ?” but that ‘“ he has contended againſt an unprovoked attack, ” &c .

—aâds , ““ for the ſame obje he is ſtill obliged to contend , nor can he

hope that this neceſſity could be removed by entering , at the preſent

moment , into a negociation with thoſe whom a freſh revolution has ſo

recently placed in the exerciſe of power in France . ” But the moſt im

portant paſfages in Lord Grenville ’ s letter are the following , and which

ſufficiently prove that our government conſiders the propoſed ' negocia -
tion for peace as a hollow , inſidious , and inſincere , if not preſumptuous ,
ſolicitation , on the part of one , whoſe ambition prompts him , perhaps ,
to ſhine forthjas the Grand Pacificator of a conflicting world . <“ The

beſt and moft natural pledge sf its reality and permanence ( alluding to

the . gigantic projeéts of ambition , &c . which have prevailed in France ,

and a change of ſyſtem in her government ) , would be the reſtoration of

that line of princes , which , for ſo many centuries , maintained the French

nation in proſperity at home , and in conſideration and reſpett abroad, —

Such an event would have at once removed, ' and will , at any time , re -

move , all obſtacles in the way of negociation or’ peace . It would confirm

to Prance the unlimited enjoyment of its ancient territory ; and it would

give to all the other nations of Europe , in tranguillity and peace , that ſe -

curity which they are now compelled to ſeek by other means .
“ But deſirable as ſuch an event muft be , both to France and to the

world , it is not to this mode , exclufively , that his Majeſty limits the poſ -
bility of ſecufe and ſolid pacification . His Majeſty makes no clainv to

preſcribe to France what ſhall be the form of her govérnment , or in

whoſe hands ſhe ſhall veſt the authority neceſſary for condudéting the

affairs of a great and powerful nation .
«“ His Majeſty looks only to the ſecurity of his own dominions , and

thoſe of his allies , and to the general ſafety of Europe , &c . &c .
<< Unhappily no ſuch ſéeurity hitherto exiſts ; no ſuflicient evidence

of the principles by which ’ the new government will be directed ; no rea -

ſonable ground by which tó judge of its ſtability . In this ſituation , it

can , for the preſent , only remain for his Majeſty to purſué , in conjunc -
tion with other powers , thoſe exertions of juſc and defenſive war, "
SC C

The ſuperſcription of Buonaparte ’ s letter is —“ French Republic —So -
vereignty of the People —Liberty —Egquality °°

The Duke of Portland has ſent a circular letter to the Lord Lieutenants
of counties , which , after adverting to the various means uſed 1n the me -

tropolis for relieving the poor , ſtrongly recommends the enforcing the

ſtatute of - 13th George ITE . by which “ the juſtices in quarter - ſeſlions are

empowered to diret har no finer bread ſhall be made than ſuch as is called

by the name of Standard Wheaten Bread, " &c .
Of the captures made by the Britiſh navy from the diferent hoſtile

powers during the war , to the prefent month , 83 are of the line , includ -

áng Dutch veſſels vf 54 and 56 guns ; 111 frigates , of from 28 to 44 guns z
59 are from 20 to 26 guns ; 83 are ſloops of war , from 14 to 18 guns ; Sx

COMM , & AG . MAG . LX
.
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are cutters , gun- veſſels , &c . of 12 guns and under ; and 1r5 are privateers

of all ’ nations : grand total , 1132 . REA

{ he Grand Council of the ’ Helvetic Legiſlature has lately decreed ,

that tythes ſhall be received as formerly for the miniſters of worſhip .
The Archduke Charles has addreſſed a proclamation , dated Dec . 11 ,

to the States and Circles of Anterior Germany , preſſing a general arma -

ment , and inviting them to purſue ſpeedy and ſtrong meaſures againſt the

common enemy .
The Ruſſian troops have ſuſpended their march homewards ,

Although the moſt active preparations continue : for war , couriers are
‘

conſtantly paſſing between Vienna ‘ and Paris . The Archduke has ſent

two Generals to confer with the French Commander in Chief on the

Rhine , but has not thought proper to confirm the ſuſpenſion of arms .

At Genoa , the Directory has been aboliſhed , the Legiſlature adjourned

to the 1 of June , and a Proviſional Government eſtabliſhed , which is

authorized to make a new conſtitution for the Ligurian republic , fimilar

to the new conſtitution of France . i
Paſſwan Oglou has again waged hoſtilities with the Porte , for the pur -

poſe of puniſhing the Pacha of Belgrade .
The election of a governor for the State of Pennſylvania has been very

ſtrongly conteſted . The poll, “ however , terminated in favour of Mr .

Mackean , the democratic candidate , by a great majority .

Ka King , who , in February laſt , ſucceeded his father Kien Long , as

Emperor of China , has diſplaced Ho Choon Taung , the prime miniſter

of his father , and the enemy of the Engliſh , and appointed as his ſucceſſor

a perſon much attached to Britain . ‘

At a General Court of the Bank Proprietors , held on Jan . 9, Mr ? S.

‘ Thornton , the Governor , read a letter from Mr . Pitt , in which he pro - ,

poſed that the Bank ſhould lend the nation three millions ſterling , with -

out intereſt , for fix „years , at which time it ſhould be paid , or bear an

intereſt of 5 per cent . payable , at the option of the Bank , when the 3 per ,

cents . ſhall be at or above 80 ; in conſideration of which Government

would renew the Bank charter for 21 years beyond the 12 which , remain

unexpired . - The meaſure was oppoſed by Meſſrs . ' Sanſon and Durand ,

as unneceſſary . Meſſrs . Smith , Bradney , and Boſanguet , and Lord

Kinnaird , in replying to thele arguments , ſtated . the unprecedented

proſperity of the Bank , &c . &c . The queſtion was , at length , deter -

mined in the affirmative , by a great majority .

_ On January 13 , an aggregate meeting of the freeholders of the city of

Dublin was held , on the ſubject of the projeéted Union . With reſpect

to the denial of the competency of parliament to enadt any meaſure of

the kind , and their reſolution , by all means , to reſiſt the meaſure , their

opinion , on theſe points , was expreſſed equally ſtrong , with that of

the merchants . They go alſo to uniting cordially and heartily , with the

Catholics . They voted very ardent thanks to the minority of 96 : and

in a ſpecific reſolution , declared their „ oy at the return of Mr . GRAT -

TAN to parliament . They alſo voted addreſſes to Mr . Gratta , to the

Speaker , and to the repreſentatives of the city of Dublin , to be pre -

ſented , on the Saturday following , by the High Sheriffs . x
At ! the meeting of the Iriſh parliament , January 15 , à long and im -

portant debate took place in the Houſe of Commons , in conſequence

of an amendment propoſed to the cuſtomary addreſs , by Sir LUCIUS

PARSONS ; which amendment , however , was negatived , by a majority

of 42 . Mr . Grattan , though weak and exhauſted , and obliged to be

ſeated , took a conſiderable part , in the debate . The amendment Cex- |

prefied ſtrong diſapprobation of the meaſure of a Legiſlative , Union with

Great Britain , The Lord Lieutenant ’ s ſpeech , however , makes no

nantion of it .
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THE trade of the port of Briſtol ’ has declined ( or rather dwindled ,)
of late , very rapidly . This once flouriſhing city ( formerly æ rival to The

metropolis of Great Britain ) was computed , 80 years ago , at a moderate

calculation , to employ 20909 ſail of ſhipping , annually , to the diferent

parts of the world ; and , ſo late as ten years ago it was , generally acknow -

ledged to be the ſecond city in England , ' with reſpeét to trade , popu -
lation , and commerce . The immenſe wealth which this brought to the

city and the inhabitants in general , makes its preſent comparative inſig -
nificance , and the diminution of its induſtry , appear the more ſtriking , ILn-
ſtead of employing above 2000 ſail of ſhipping , anáually , the trade of
the port , at preſent , does not - exceed zoo in the Í ; and even this ,

upon a minute inveſtigation of the Cuſtom - houſe entries outward , will

probably bé found to exceed the . real numúber . That ſpirit of natural

induſtry , preſevering ardour , genius , and enthufiaſm , which ſhone ſo con -

ſpicuous in the public - ſpiritéd anceſtors of the citizens of Briſtol , and
which gave vigour and energy to their commerce , are now diſplayed ’ and
manifeſted in their ſucceſsful rivals ; the inhabitants of Liverpool , whoſe
meritorious endeavours have raiſed that place froman inſignificant , village
to- its preſent unrivalled ſtate of wealth and profperity . In
ave ſpirit of the opulent merchants of Liverpoal has ſpread their ex -
tended commerce to the four corners of the globe , and they now reckon
more than * /ezs for the zai1s : of the ſhipping ot Briſtol . i

The maſter ánd brethren of the Trinity - houſe , Newcaſtle , are projett -
ing ſome uſeful neceſſary improvements for approaching “ Tynemouth
Haven with ſafety , and avoiding the danger of the Herd Sand . No tine
ſhould be loſt in promoting and adopting a plan which ( by thoſe who
are the beſt judges ) is reported to be admirably calculated to prevent
future loſſes , to preſerve many , valuable lives , and to be perte &ly ‘ ade -

quate ts the removal of the general complaint .
The cotton trade , from Bombay to Canton , has , within theſe two years ,

increaſed in triple proportion . The tonnage occupied in this traffic af -
fords employment for all the free mariners who are licenſed by the
Britiſh government .

The whole number óf barks employed in Liverpool , in the year 1568 ,
was only 12, which gave employment to 72 men as mariners ; , and it was
made a pariſh of itſelf only in the year 1699 .

At. 2 general meeting of reétifers of ſpirits , held Dec . 23
London Taveén , in conſequence of the great . loſs ſuſtained by t
in the article of caſks , it was unanimouſly reſolved , that in futur
ſhall be made on all caſks , when ſcent out , and that no allowance
made fór the ſame , until they are regularly returned and received back
their houſes .This regulation is to commence from the (t of January 1Soo

According to a cenſus made in Denmark , at the end of July laß , the
ſipping of that . country had riſen to the numbér of 2694 veſſels , the
crews of which were - 21,268 med .

The herring fiſhery on the coaſt of the Iſle of Man , has been remárk -
ably produdêtive this ſeaſon ; ſo much ſo as to compenſate , in ſome mea -
Íure , for the deficiencies of former years .

‘ The canal from Bradley Collieries to Walſall in Staffordſhire , opened4
in July laſt , is likely ' to proye a great accommodation to that town and
neighbourhood .

The ſecond diviſion of Eaſt - India ſhips , of this ſeaſon , will conſiſt of
the Brunfwick , Earl St . Vincent , Lord Nelſon , Marquis Welleſley , Lady

Bruges , Ceres , Queen , and Walthamſtow ; all conligned to Coaſt and
China . They are ſeverally appointed to ſáil to Graveſend , onthe roth gf
Jatwary , andare to be in the Downs by the 15th of February .

;
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The woollen manufa @urers of Bath , at a late meeting , reſolved to

raiſe the price of broad and other cloths , two ſhillings per yard , in con -

ſequence of the advanced price of Spaniſh wool .

Thé number of houſes in London and Weſtminſter in the year 1772 ,

amounted to 122,930 , and they are calculated to have increaſed at leaſt

ofië - third ſince that period . '

Public notice ‘ has been given at Copenhagen , that from the rf of Ja -

nuary 1800 , an additional lanternlight will be put up at Anolt , on the eaſt

ſide of the preſent light - houſe , and about 56 feet above the ſurface of

the water .
7

‘ The frauds and deceits praiſed in the winding of wool , have been ſo

great and numerous , and the loſſes ſuſtained by the buyers from the falſe

winding have ‘ been ſo heavy , that it was reſolved , at- the laſt gezerat

meéting of the Society of wool - ftaplers of London , that, “ “ every perſon who
ſhall hereafter purchaſe ary wool deceitfully wound , ſhall be requeſted

zo tranſmit an account thereof to the Clerk of the Society, ” in order to

enforce duly the acts of parliament paſſed for preventing ſuch deceits .

A vaſt quantity of ſpices - are expected to be conſigned from the Eaſt -

Tndjes in the next fleet . The ftore - houſes at Amboyna havé been

cleared to make room for the quantity colleéted , being the producgof
the ſeaſon , at that and the contiguous iſlands .

:

By the opening of the Warwick and Binningham , and the Warwick

and Napton canals , a reduétion of 44 miles is made in the paſſing of goods
from Birmingham to London .

A curious ſpecies of fraud on country bankers has been lately diſ -
covered . Five or ſix pieces of as many different notes , paſted on paper ,

compoſe a counterfeit one. Thus one note in - ſix , or one in feven , 1s gained
to the operator . The ſeveral pieces of notes are joined ſo accurately tog &-

ther as to eſcape common obſervation ; but if the paper on which they

are paſted be thin , the ſeparation of the pieces , when held up to the light ,
is very perceptible ; and indeed on the face of the note , when attentively

examined , it is ſufficiently plain . Bankers haye been in the habit of

paving their notes ſometimes with one corner wanting , ſometimes another ,

and ſometimes with a ſtripe in the middle , taken out of the two ends ,

and put together by wafers .

As an improvement of the inland conveyance of goods to and from

Hull , Mancheſter , Rochdale , - &c . veſſels are how appointed to ſail

from Rochdale for Hull , every Monday , Wedneſday , . and Friday ( at

noon ) , and “ to take on board the goods at Sowerby and Salter - hébble ,

every Tueſday , Thurſday and Saturday ( at night ) , for HOLL : bes

alſo take in the goods at Todmorden , &c . Veſſels alſo are appointed
to ſail from Hull , for Rochdale , three days in a week , including one

from Wakefield for Sowerby , Salter - hebhle , Rochdale , or Huddersfield ,

every day ( Sunday excepted ) ; and one from Saltér - hebble and Sowerby , ‘

for Rochdale , three days a week ,

A conſiderable quantity of ſilver and wrought plate , ( in conſequence

of a licence for this purpoſe granted to individuals ) has been ſent to ,

the different ſettlements in the Eaſt - Indies , by the ſhips of this ſeaſon .

The owners and maſters of the old and new. contraët ſhips , convey -

ing , wares and merchandize , &c . to and from Gainſborough and * London ,

Have given public notice of their intention to advance the price of freight ,

( from thè date of December 15 ) on hogſheads of ſugar , ſoap , raiſins ,

&c . to ñine ſhillings per hhd . on crates , not exceeding 25 feet , to 6s .

each : and on other goods , of various denominations ( cheſts , packs , bags ,

& . ) agreeably to the tenor of an advertiſement , ſpecifying the ſeveral

ireights , rates , and prices , reſpectively , in a particular table .
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S 2 number of houſes have been lately broken into id Hull, “ Scul .

coates , and the vicinity , and other deprèdations have been recently com -

mitted on the property of many of the inhabitants , it is in contemplation
to eſtabliſh a regular nightly watch , under the ſanétion of parliamentary
authority . In ſome ſtreets in Hull , watchmen ; have , for ſeveral years paſt ,
been ſupported by voluntary fubſcription , and in Sculcoates pariſh a

ſubſcription is now propoſed for a ſimilar eſtabliſhment . But , as a correſpon -
dent of the Hull Advertiſer obſerves , wherever this is the caſe , “ ſome

individuals muſt neceſſarily contribute more than their proportionate
ſhare ; as ſome who - do contribute will not contribute ſò much as they

ought to do , and others will contribute nothing : but where watchmen
are appointed by virtue of an- &t of parliament , each inhabitant is

made to contribute to their ſupport , in proportion to the rént of the

houſe which he inhabits . Beſides , the watchmen are armed with powerss
and are ſubjeét . to regulations , which cannot be given to , or impoſed upon ,
Tuch as are paid out of a common voluntary ſubſcription : Watchmen ,

too , are almoſt equally uſeful for diſcovering and preventing fires , as for

preventing robberies . ” So fully indeed has experience proved the

utility of a regular nightly watch ‘in London , that one diírict after

another has , from time to time , applied to the legiſlature for the eſtabliſh -

ment of one , until the whole town and ſubburbs are now protected un -

der the authority of ats of parliament . It is not , however , to the me -

tropolis , where robberies are likely to be the moſt frequent and daring ,
that nightly watchmen , appointed by the legiſlative authority , are con -
fined : the inhabitants of Birmingham , Mancheſter , Liverpool , Briſtol ,
Lincoln , &c . have likewiſe thought it prudent to obtain Aéts of Parlia -

ment for obtaining a nightly watch .
From ehe report delivered to the proprietors of the Union mill , Birm -

ingham , for ſupplying the town with flour and bread ( at their ' late an -
nual meeting ) it appears , that , excluſive of benefit derived , tó the a-

mount of 71ool . in the low price af bread , &c . the proprietors had in -

. creaſed their capital , during the laſt year , to upwards of 4201 .
A correſpondent of Farley ’ s Briſtol Journal , who has reſided many

years in Canada , recommends the following method of rough - ſhoeing
horſes , as practiſed in that province , and which ſerves for the whole win -
ter : <« The ſmith fixes a ſmall piece of ſteel in the ‘ fore - part of each

ſhoe , not tempered too hard , and turns up about two - eighths of an inch ,
in the ſhapé of a horſe ? s lancet : the ſame to the hind - part of the ſhoe ,
turned up a little higher than the fore part , tempered in the ſame man -
ner . In going up a hill the fore - part gives a purchaſe that aſſiſts the horſe ,
and in going down prevents him from ſliding forwards . After being uſed

toit for a day or two , the horſes travel without dread or fear ; and evenin
ſummer , horſes employed in drawing heavy waggons or drays , find great
relief in the purchaſe they have in going up or down heights , and are ſhod
1n this manner . ,

Mr . FouJjaN , land - ſurveyor af Windſor , has been drawing a corre
plan of the intended new road , which is to extend from the 16 mile -
ítone in the London and Bath road to the Thames , oppoſite the corner of
the Park - wall , neár Frogmore . Itis to be cut through the 1ncloſures and
the village of Horton , leaving Colnbrook and Datchet ſome diſtance to
the right . To avoid the tloods in winter , ſeveral mall bridges are to be
erected on it . The road , which is to be 40 feet wide , will ſhorten the dif .
tance two miles , when completed . \

On December 18 , the new free ſchool at Parſonby,in thepariſh of Plumb -

land , Cumberland , was opened by the truſtees . A ſermon was preached
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en the occaſion at Plumbland church , by the Rev . M. Bird , Rettor ,
agreeably tothe will of the founder . [ See our laſt Number ]

Tt appears from a letter of Dr . Clark , of Dominica , to Dr . Simmons , of
London , ( publiſhed in the ſevénth volume of Medical Fats and Obfer -
vations ) that the Capficum , or Cayenne pepper , ‘““ poſſeſſes the power of

preventing or counferacting the poiſonous effeéts of fiſh . ” This how -
ever has beenknown long ago , although but imperfe @ly andpartially . Fiſh -

poiſon ſeldom deſtroys life entirely , except it be the deadly poiſon of the
yellow - billed ſprát , which kills very ſpeedily ; but thoſe who hàve eaten
of the other Kinds of poiſonous fiſh are frequently reduced to the laft
extremity by- vomiting , and life is almoſt extinguiſhed before ſtimulants
can take effedt . N f

CouNxrT RomFroRD ( as appears from a letter addrefſed by him to Dr .

MaJeNDie , lately,of Windſor , and which has appeared in ſome of the pub -
lic prints ) gives it as his opinion , that the providing of food for the in -

“ duſtrious poor , in public kitchens , and ſelling ‘ it to’ them at fuch low

Price as they can afford to pay for it , would be the beſt method that
can be adoptéd for the purpoſe of relieving their diſtreſſes in the preſent
dearneſs of proviſions . To this he adds , ‘“ I verily believe that the in -
habitants of Great Britain might be well nouriſhed , their hunger per -
fectly ſatisfied , their health and ſtrength preſerved , and the pleafure
they enjoy in eating increaſed , with two - thirds of the food they now con -

ſume ; were the art of cookery better underſtood . ’ He moreover obſerves ,
that the habit which the poor will acquire in being fed from a public
Kitchen , at a much leſs expence , &c . &c . may lead to a very important
improvement in their ſyſtem of cookery . x

Some of the inn - keepers of Coventry have lately adopted the prac - z
tice , recommended by one of the members of the Bath Agricultural So -

ciety , of boiling the corn given to horſes , and giving to them the liquor
likewiſe . It is ſatisfa @orily aſcertained , that three buſhels of oats ,
barley , &c . ſo prepared , will keep the horſes in better working condition
than double the guantity in a crude ſtate .

Two ſquare miles are allotted to the cultivation of beet in the Pruſ -
ſian dominions , a plant of the twelfth order of the Holoracezæ , in the na -

‘ tural method , for the purpoſe of extracting ſugar from the root . The
mode of procuring it from the white beet ‘ has been already praétiſed by
M. Margraf , and the ſame proceſs followed as is uſed in procuring it
from the ſugar - cane . The ſuccés in Pruſſia has been ſo great as to low -

er thé price of the commodity from 2s . per pound to 7d . ; including 3d .
for the King ?s duty . Out of one hundred weight of cryſtalliſed earth ,

55 pounds of good ſugar are obtained , that reguire no farther reduétion .
Plans and deſcriptions of the Birmingham ſoup kitchen have been ge -

nerally diſtributed throughout the kingdom , and fimilar inftitutions are

adopting in many places , /
Mr . Biſſet ‘ avows the principal obje & of his ſplendid Directory for

Birmingham to be [ /ze our laſt Number ]
‘““ to extend the fame of a

place which ought to be noted as the gréat toy - ſhop of the world ; ” as

alſo , ‘““ to convince ſtrangers , travellers , and the kingdom in general , that

Birmingham can produce a variety of articles , manufactured in ſuch a

ſtyle of elegance and taſte , as will clearly evince the ſuperiority of her
artiſts over thoſe of any rival place , in England or elſewhere, ” [ Onmit -
ded by nufiake in our laſt . ] s

On the continent , there is a pra &ice óf mixing coal - duſt with a mix -
ture of earth and clay , ſo as to produce a ſurpriſing economy in the con -
ſumption of coals . In the compoſition , one - third of coal - duſt , or of
the cheapeſt and ſmalleſt/ ‘ coal , is made up , with double the guantity of

clay , into a round ball , about the ſize of an eight - pound ſhot ; when
dried , it will provide a heat for every purpoſe of a fanuly , and which
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will endure five times as long as the unmixed coal . The mode of uſing
this fire - ſtone , as it is called , is to ‘ place it in the grate , 1n making , the

morning fire , and after beióg thoroughly heated , it will continue ſo for

the whole day .
It appears , from a ſtatement communicated to the Aſiatic Reſearches ,

by Mr . John Williams , that the cauſtic volatile alkali ( aqua ammoniæ
puræ } poſſeſfes ftriking powers , as a remedy for the bite of ſnakes ,

From a number of other caſes , furniſhed by Mr . Williams ( which came

within his own knowledge ) we ſhall ſelect the following , as he himſelf

thus relates it : <“ In the month of Auguſt 1780 , a ſervant of mine ' was

bitten in the heel by a ſnake , and in a few minutes was in ' great agony ,
with convulſions about his throat and jaws , and continual grinding of

the teeth . Forty - drops of Eaz de Luce ( a preparation of the cauſtic volatile

alkali with eſſential oils ) were given in water , and ſome of it applied to

the part bitten . The doſe was repeated every eight or ten minutes , till

a ſmall phial full was expended . It was near two hours before it could be

ſaid ‘ he was out of danger . A numbneſs and pricking ſenſation were

perceived extending up the knee , where a ligature was applied , ſo tight as

to ſtop the returning venous blood , which ſeemingly checked the pro -

greſs of the poiſon . The foot and leg , up to where the ligature was

made , were fst&iff and painful for ſeveral days , and were cóvered with a

branny ſcale, ”
— — — — _ E Err =

Agriculture .
T the annual meeting of the PETERBOROUGH AGRICULTURAL

À SocIETY , on the 18th of December , a premium of two guineas was

adjudged to Williäin Collins , of Farcett , labourer in huſbandry , for having
brought up a family of eight children without parochial affiſtance ; alſo , a

premium of one guinea to Iſaac Cant , for having worked as a labourer

on the farm occupied by Mr . William Hopkinſon , of Sutton , 41 years z
and one guinea to William Daviſon , for having lived as a ſervant in huſ -

bandry , to Mr . Willia Smith of Stoke Doyle , x3 years .
Mr . W. MaTTHEWw Ss, ina letter to the public , dated Oétober 1799s

from the BATE AND WEST OF ENGLAND SocIETY Rooms , recom .

mends it to “ all farinérs , who have it in their power , in ſowing wheat

for a future crop , to drill their ſeed - wheat , or reſort to the provident and .

ſucceſsful cuſtom óôf ‘ dibbling , on as large a ſcale as thèy poſſibly can 5;
adding , that ‘ a ſaving of two - thirds of the ſeed - corn ( the Leſt of oux

wheat ) muft , at the preſent junéture , be extremely important ’ . € This

cuſtom ’ ? he obſerves , ‘““ has been ſo largely and happily purſued in

Nortolk , that no reaſonable doubt can now be entertained of its ſucceſs ; ?*
beſides that ‘“ dropping the ſeed after the dibbles , will employ nume -

rous children throughout the nation , whoſe extra earnings , out of the real

ſavings of the farmer , will aſſiſt their poor parents, ” &c .

A correſpondent of the Cumberland packet , ſpeaking of oats , obſerves ,
€ this grain withítands inclement ſeaſons , perhaps , the beſt of any . It

is the principal food of the main body of the - inhabitants of the north ,
from the ſouthermoſt bounds of Weſtmoreland , to the latitude of John

’ Groat ’ s houſe . Of this beautiful grain they make their ſweet and

nouriſhing bread and pottage . This is the food of the robuſt and hardy

Highlander , and the active Cumbrian youth , many of whom will cut

down two acres of graſs between the time of the ſun ' s riſing and its

coming : to meridian —and play in the afternoon . ”

The iſland of St . Helena has been gradually ſtored of late years , with

the choicéſt produttions of India ; the plants colleéted from the different

ſettlements of which thrive exceedingly well in the governor ' s garden .
2
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PorTATOFsS . —It may be noticed , as a proof of the improved culture
of this moſt valuable root , that the bailiff of T . Williams , Eſg . at
Horton in Buckinghamſhire , planted three potatoes , which he had from
Fort George in Scotland , on the firſt of June laſt : on digging up the

ground , on the . firſt of November , he raiſed from them 130 potatoes

weighing 120lbs . , In Berkſhire alſo , from eight acres , Mr . Williams

obtained , this laſt year , a produce of 3520 buſhels , or 440 buſhels per acre
of the very firſt quality which , valuing them only at 2s . 6d . per buſhél , of

- 6olb . makes the produce 551 . per acre . The poor of the vicinity , after -

wards , gleaned 12 buſhe ] s from the ground .
The firſt fortnight in December proving very favourable for agricul -

ture : the farmers , in general , made the beſt uſe of it , by employing their

whole ſtrength in wheat - ſowing + ſo that an extraordinary quantity of
wheat was ſown , at that advánced ſeaſon , throughout England ,

A correſpondent of the Edinburgh Weekly Journal ſuggeſts the pro - .

priety of a tax on dowecotes , as the quantity of grain conſumed by that

ſpecies of animals , is , according , to his ſtatement , ſurprizingly great . He

eſtimates the number of dovecotes in Great Britain at from 12,000 to

20,000 ; inhabited , on an average , by 200 pigeons each . From the pre -
ſeat improved ſtate of agriculture , the ſeed is in the ground , or approach =-

ing to maturity , for about ten months in the year , on which the pigeons
prey daily , and even make conſtant viſits to the farm - yard . He fſup -
poſes if two millions «of pigeons conſume only two ounces each , daily ,
that 250,000lb . of the beſt grain will be loſt daily to the community ;
ſufficient to ſupport oze hundred thouſand inhabitants .

A three ſhear Wether ſheep , of the new Leiceſterſhire kind , bréd and

fed by Mr . Earl ‘ of Dallington , and allowed to be the heavieſt and fat —

telt ever ſeen in Northamptonſhire , was lately ſlaughtered ' at Northamp -
ton , by Mr . James Dunkley . The following are thé particulars of its

weight :

Head and pluck 12

Live Weight , z161bs , Blood 42lbs ,
- 794 Skin 2

Fat 25

Neat weight ' of the carcaſe 2365 Entrails I2

L( 792
At Dundee , it has beén obſerved , that notwithſtanding the improved

ſtate of agriculture in that quarter , and the much greater quantity of

grain raiſed there than at any former period , yet the exports for the laſt

ſix years hâve been but trifling , while the imports have been immenſe .

Á bill is intended to be brought into parliament , the enfuing ſeſſion ,

for the better drainage . and preíervation of the lands in the Middle

Level ( part of the Great Level of the fens called Bedford Level , ex -

tending through Cambridgeſhire , Huntingdonſhire , Lincolafhire , ‘ & . )

and for ſtrengthening and improving the barrier and internal banks of the

ſame .

Fifty guineas have been offered and refuſed for the three year old bull ,

of the Herefordſhire breed , to which the premium, - ofered by the Agri -
" cultural Society of Herefordſhire , was adjudged , laſt June .

An additional fair is announced to be held at Newhaven in Derbyſhire ,
on every 1oth day of September , for the ſale of fat and lean ſtock of

every deſcription , and of horſes .

A new fortnight market , for fat and leañ ‘ cattle , is advertiſed to be

held in Barton upon Humber , to commence January 13 , 1809 , :

The hop - fair at Ollerton in Lincolnſhire , is advertiſed to be held , in

future , on every ſecond Monday in Oftober ,
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Natural Phenomena .

" THERE is in the Eaſt - Indies , near Mangee , twenty miles weſt of Patna ,

in Bengal , a tree of the kind called Banyan , or Indian ‘ fig - tree , the

diameter of which meaſúres from 363 to 375 feet ; and “the circ

ference of its ſhade at noon meaſures
Î

of its ſeveral ſtems , which are fifty or

banyan - tree , in general , is found in Afia , Africa ; and . the

of America . By ſome it has been called the ‘“ Monarch of: the . Woods .

«“« The fig - tree , not that Kind for fruit renown ' ’ d ,

But ſuch as at- this day to Indians known ,

[7

tropical . parts .

Tween . ’High over - arch ’ d and ecchommg walls be

The ‘ Erench - “ bétanifts in Egypt make mention of ¿

tree , diſcovered by them in that country , tO W hic U

name “ of the Sycamore figitree . One of theſe

ſhadow many huts of the - peaſants , together with the oxen which raiſe

the waters - for the irrigation . of the rice - grounds . —This tree is probably
the fameas that mentioned : in - the preceding paragraph . :

There is - now living at | Kirklee , near the town of

land , a Mrs . Agnes ‘ Millan , aged on ? hundred and }
ſiglit is ſomewhat impaired ; buthe is - able to walk about , and ſpins upon
the ald Scottiſh diſta , with the ſpindle by her ſide . She recolleéts the

Union with ŒÆngland and Scotland , and the battle of Kiſlicrankie , in the

reign of king William II .

A diſcovery has been lately : made at - Columbo in the ifland 0 QG

ef a very rich mine of quickſilver , about fix miles diſtant fron

place . ‘ The appearances , hithierto , are Very promiſing . s

Tlie beautiful and pictureſque remains ofthe Abby church . at Whitby ,

( built by one - of the Saxon kings of Northumberland ) have ſuffered ſe -

milto # in - Scot -

irteen year ? ! Her

wh e

eylon ,
1th

(C
hat

verely by the late high winds . i L

Nothing - gives more reálity to our immortal Milton ? s deſcription of

thaſé balmy gales , which convey to the delighted voyager ,
‘« Sabean odours fram the ſpicy ſhore

Of ‘ Araby - the ' bleſt, ” &c . &c . when ,
““ Cheered with the - grateful ſmell , old ocean ſmiles, ”

than the pimento - tree , which , where it is found , not only forms the

moſt delicious groves that can poflibly be imagined , but fills all the air

with its fragrant perfume . This ſingular tree grows ſpontaneouſly ingreat
- abundanceïin many ¡parts of Jamaica , but more particularly on hilly fitu -

ations nearthe ſea , onthe northern ſide of the iſland . Mr . EowARDS ,

ia his elegant hiſtory : ofthe Weſt - Indies , thus deſcribes it with - great ex -

aétneſs : I do not believé . that there is in all the vegetable éreation ,

a tree of greater beauty than a young pimento . The trunk , which 1s of

a grey - colour , ſmooth ‘ and ſhining , and altogether free »f bark , riſes to

the height of fifteen or twenty feet , Tt then branches out on all ſides ,

richly clothed with leaves oía deep green , ſomewhat like thoſe of tie

Bay - tree ; ‘ and theſe , inthe months of July and Auguſt , are beautifully
1ce 0f white flowers . / It is . re -

rant - with the fruit ; and, . Tam
¡ferous 0il , which is Very - com -

Europe , for oil - of cloves . ’

contraſted and relieved by an exuberar

markable that the leaves âre egually fra

told , yield , in diſtillation , a delicate od

moiily - úſed,in the medical diſpenſaries of

There is , at this time , a little boy , ſon to a Mr . Fellows at Wiſbeach ,

ho though no more than two years and nine months old , can - beat a

ârum to upwards of 100 tunes . So exadt . is Mis «car for mudic ; that he

COMM , & AG. MAG -
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will follow almoſt any tune played on the fife , in true time , on the ſecond
or third time of hearing it .

A Patagonian cucumber , was lately cut , in the garden of J . Knight ,
Eſg , of Lea Caſtle , near Kidderminſter , which was two feet ſix inches

long , three féet three inches in diameter , and of the enormous weight
of 58 pounds .

y

In the coldeſt night this ſeaſon , the thermometer was at 17 degrees
below the freezing point , and not ſo cold , therefore , by xs degrees , as 1t
was laſt year .

Finéè Arts , Science , and Literature .

N ingenious phyſician of Bath , of high chemical reputation , has re -

cently diſcovered that the origin of the waters is volcanic ; that the

ſprings riſe perpendicularly upwards , and have no connection whatever

( as vulgarly ſuppoſed ) with the adjacent hills : that the water , in its firſt
itate of incaleſcence , is as hot as it is poſſible for water to be ; and thats
aſcending in ſteam , it gradually cools as it reaches the ſurface of the
earth ; and that the waters of Geyfer and Carſload , which are known te
be volcanic , afford an almoſt exact parallel to thoſe of Bath , in circum -

ſtances , appearances , and effects . This diſcovery , which has eluded the

ſagacity of all preceding inveſtigators , is ſaid to account clearly for ſe -

veralappearances , qualities , medecinal effects , &c . upon the conſtitution ,
which have , from time immemorial , been obſerved by phyficians , but
never yet been. ſatisfactorily explained or accounted for . :

‘ The French miniſter of Interior , has lately granted a penſion to Mer -
cier , the ci - devant Abbé de St . Leger , of Soiſſons , celebrated throughout
Europe for his bibliographical knowledge . He is now preparing for

publication a Colleéion of Extraëts and . Notices of the Latin Poets , of the
“ middle Ages , the leaſt known , to the years 1520 or 1580 . Atthe time when
this generous relief was afforded him , he was overwhelmed with age , ma -
lady , and diſtreſs .

Propoſals are ‘ now circulating for publiſhing , by ſubſcription ( in two
volumes quarto ) the hiſtory and antiquities of the city and . county of
Norwich ; including , among other intereſting párticulars , the hiſtory of the
Cáſtle , the ‘ Cathedral , and ‘ othér public buildings , with lives and
anecdotes of the moſt eminent men ; by Mr . W. Wilkins , architect ,
and Fellow of the Society of Adtiquarians . This work will be 1lluſtrat -
ed with engravings of public buildings and monuments , by the beſt maſ -
ters , trom original drawings . Price , to ſubſcribers , three guineas .

A newly conítrúucled muſical inſtrument ( made originally for the late

gueen of France ) was brought to Vienna , in September laſt , where its

powers attracted the admirätion of every lover of muſic : This infſtru -
ment is the only one of its kind in the form of a harpflichord , with me -
tal ſtrings . The ſounds are raiſed to a pitch equal to thoſe of an organ ,
by means of hidden bellows , which are kept in motion by ſprings . Its
tones are far more melodious than thoſe of ony other inſtrument what -
ever , bearing a great reſemblance to the human voice .

M. VaxN Mos , in a report delivered to the Society . of Medicine at
Bruffels , claffes vaporized water among the principal means for puri -
fying infected air . It incommodes the patient leſs , and draws putrid
emanations out of the circulation , better than the muriatic and acetous
acids , or than ſpirits ; béirg a better ſolvent than thoſe liquids . The ſul -
phu . us acid gas would be uſeful , he thinks , in ſome caſes , to decompoſe
miaſmata , by giving out to them a portion of its oxygen y but it leaves
behind it an . oxyde of ſulphur , the ſmell of which is extremely offenſive .
The oxygenated muriatic acid gas is therefore preferable . -

Mr . We1TE WarsoN of Bakewell , Derbyſhire , gives , at his houſe
in that town , during the ſummer ſeaſon , lectures for the purpoſe . of in -

E
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ftruéting ſtudents in the sCIENCE Of MINERALOGY . He alſo gives
praétical leſſons on the MINEs , 2nd ſuch parts of Derbyſhire and the

neighbouring counties , as are deemed worthy of being viſited . In the

courſe of leétures , which occupies about twelve weeks ( three days in
each wéek , and commencing on the 4th of June ) éxcurſions to - the vari -

ous minés , and other objets of geological and mineralogical curioſity , in

erbyſhire and its vicinity , are included . The expence of ſuch excur -
fions is defrayed , in equal portions , by the ſtudents . The ſublicriptioa
for one pérſon 1s 13 guineas ; for two , 20 ; for three , 25 ; for four , 30 ;
for five , 35 ; and for fix , 40 . Mr . Watſon ( who has for ’ feveral years
paſt paid great attention to mineralogy as a ſcience ) is 1n poſſeſſi

E

the MOST . EXTENSIVE andCOMPLETE COLLECTION Of DERB

FOSSILS , that has beeñ ever hitherto made in this country ; and
a foreign collection , containing . at leaſt one ſpecimen of all the generally
known ſpecies of foſſils . Explanatory leétures are alſo given upon theſe

collections .
M. Heber of Berlin , points out a new method of makïng vinegar , by

expoſing to a proper temperature , a mixture of ſeventy - two Parts of

water , and four parts of reétified malt - ſpirit , In two months ? time , the

proceſs will be completed .
2

Mr . Parkinſon has lately publiſhed an

Experienced Farmer , which profeſſes to 5 and fully , upon all
diſorders to which that uſeful animal , the ſheep , 1s ſubject ,

At Athens , lately , was a celebrated academy , or public ſchool , for
the inſtruétion of the Greek youth , maintained by funds depoſited at
Venice . The deſtruétion of that republic , and the eeſlion of its terri -

tory to the houſe of Auſtria , will ’ probably have a fatal influence on
that literary eſtabliſhment , which the Ottomad ' dominati had ‘ always

reſpected . This ſchool at Athens has , or had , two ſe @ions : that of ſci -

ences , and that of literature . In this laſt are twelve ſcholars , born of

poor parents , or whoſe parents are not domiciliated at Athens ; who
moreover receive a penſion . The mean number of ſcholars of the ſec -
tion of ſciences , is thirty : and of that of literature , eighty . The principal
objet of inſtruction , in the ſchools ’ of literature , is the literal or ancient

Greek ; from which the vulgar or modern Greek 1s evidently derived .
The relation of theſe two idioms is ſuch , that he who 1s perfetily well

acquainted with the literal Greek , ‘ can eaſily comprehend - the vulgar
Greek . But it is not ſo with one who only knows the vulgar - Greek ;
2s he finds it difficult to comprehend the works of the ' authors or
ancient Greece . Every Greek , therefore , who wiſhes to Know his own

language well , is obliged to ſtudy the literal Greek radically and ſyntacti -
cally ; hence ariſes the neceſſity of ſchools of literature .

The ſecond volume of the PYoyage pittoreſque déla Grèce ( Piétureſque
Voyage of Greece ) by CHo1sEUL GOUFFLIER , Was very far advanced
when its author emigrated . The ‘ greateſt part of the cuts, ; were then en -
graved . They were/ſeized , and have remained ſeveral years under thé ſeals ,
The wife of Choiſeul , who has not quitted France , has demánded theſe
cuts from government , in order to be able to terminate a work eíteemed by
artiſts and antiguarians . Her requeſt has been favourably received , and
the cuts have been reſtored to her , unler the ſole tondition of giving , for
the large public libraries , ‘a cêrtain number of copies of the complete
work .

A FEMALE SOCIETY for literary purſuits , has been lately inſtituted at
Chicheſter , where the belles - lettres are read , and philoſophicalreſearches
purſued , with an ardour and attentioa , which redet the bigheſt honour
on the fair promoters of the ſociety .

Mr . I . CLARKE , Muſ . D. ; organiſt to the choirs of Trinity and St .
Johû ’ ' s Colleges, Cambriége, is about to publi ( h, !by. fubſcriptiog , ‘ a

2

work , called the
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Moriing and , Evening Seraice , and Six Anthems, compoſed ’ for the uſe
of the above chapels , and dedicated , by permiſlion , to the mafßters “ and

‘ fellows of thoſe ſocieties . ‘ Terms of ſubſcription , one guinea . The
work to. be elegantÏy engraved and printed on imperial paper .

¿ Morals and Manneré LDLOFUS ANA Manners .
z

VERY uſeful charity , the funds of whic } appear to be reſpectable and
increaſing , has been for ſome yèéars eſtabliſhed at Chelmsford , under

the ’ name of thè Ess5 # x CHARITY , “ for the reliéf and ſupport of indigent
fchpolina ers , within the county ; ” parficularly ſuch as ‘ from old age ,
inſanity , ſickneſs , blindneſs , crother infixmity , ſhall be rendered incapaz
ble of carrying on the - buſineſs of their profefſlion ; ” and alſo for the
‘ relief and ſupport of ſuch widows and orphans of ſchool - maſters , within
the county , ds may be Teft- in indigent circumſtances . ” The prelidentof this ſociety is . the Rev . Dr . GRIMvw00D ; the vice - preſidents are the
Rave Ji: 19. ande Mr , D. Parchers , EB BRAMSTONÿ
Eſg : . : P . Eſq . . . ; C. A. CRICKEx , Eſq . . Pxatrid
otlier confi en , are truſtees . To prevent impoſition , byperſons ſetting up th fs of a ſchoolmaſter , merely to obtain relief
¡rom this charity , a nu f regulations have been eſtabliſhed , under the

ionof the county magiſtrates, agreeably to an aof parliament , paſſed
d year of the n of his preſent majeſty . Among others, - are the

‘ No perſonto be admitted a member , unleſs he ſhall make ap =r the purpoſe , within one year after his beginning to keep ſchool
within the county ; nor ſhall any perſon bove fifty years - of agé be ad -

ted, “ unleſs he ' have been a ſchoolmaſter 15 years ; nor of above 55
years of age , unleſs he have been a ſchoolmaſtér 20 years ; nor ſhall any
perſon be admitted who did not enter on the profeflion , previoufly to his
attaining the age of 35 years , ¡

The principal pariſhioners of St . Mary on the Hill , Cheſter , latelymade a voluntary donation of a purſe , containing go guineas , to the Rev .
Mr . WILL # N , late Curate of that pariſh , but now of Waverham , ac =
paniéd by a’ very aſfe @ionate àddreſs , in which they acknowledge his
Merit , bear witneſs to his humane , unexceptionable , and exemplary :
conduét , in the performance of every department of religious duty , äs
Curate of the pariſh , for 20 years paſt , the natural ingenuouſneſs of his

\ Heart , and his ardent deſire for the furtherance of Chriſtianity ; and con -
elude - by expreſſing their moſt ſincere wiſhes for his future happineſs and
Proſperity . j

The s0cIE7Y , eſtabliſhed in 1772 , for the RELIEF and DISCHARGE of
derfons imptiſoned for ſmall deóts , previouſly to the 25th of March laſt ,had emanéipatéd , fromi various priſons , and reſtored to their families , tó

¡duſtry , and to their eountry , Axteen thouſand four hundred and fivé
dZttors , for the ſum of 41,7471 . 13s . 112d . ; being , on an average , 21 . ros .
701d . for each debtor ; or 15s . 1d . for each individual relieved , in
cluding their wives and children . # t

Ît appears that ſixpence per month is colle &ed and received fror the
ſeamen employed on bouard the ſhips and veſfels belonging to White .
Haven , and the neighbouring òut - ports of Barrington , Workington ; and
Mary - port “( within ifs limits ) ; under the Appoiniment of fifteen - trufa
tees , conliſting of

awners , maſters , commanders , &c , and which is ap -
Plied for the relief and ſupportot ſuch ſeamen , reſpectively , when maim -
éd óôr diſabled , and the widows and children ‘of fuch as may bé killed ,
ſain , or drowned , in the merchants ! ſervice only . The abave regulâtion
took place by yi of an Act of Parliament , which paſſed for the Purpeſe , in the 2oth year of the reign of his preſent Maj “ Ve -IS LA i : 4#

€OL
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At the laſt quarter - feſſions for Norwich , John Gallant , an cHd ofeñdér ,
was tried for ſtealing a- pair of ſhoes , SC but the Monts beiñg 2

Qua
Ker , his affirmation could not , legally , be adnutted as evidence ; the

priſoner therefore eſcaped juſtité .
Out of 1023, perſons who were Killed or w E in the action of Oéto =-

ber 11, 1797 , under Admiral Lord : Duncan , there are about 70 , or their
families and relatives , that have not yet been N out , ſo as to receive
gratuities , &c . fram the committee appointed for conduéting the ſub .
icription raiſed for the relief of the : ſufterers . .

Some JEw ' s of Stockholm , having been lately ſuſpetted as culpable
in ftock-Jobbing on the Bank money , the coMMUNITY OF Jews of that
city received an order to make a due inquißtion ,1, 1n order to diſcover . the
guilty . This community has lately repre Seed to the 1king . that . there
was only one fingle family , on w hich the reproach on this he 1d could
juſtly fall ; a member of which had been de ORCS ever lince the year
702 E Wehey intreat his majeſty to cauſe . the guilty tobe puniſhed , that
ſuſpicion may not again fall on the whole community ; they moreover
allege that Tinte the Jews have : bee N permitted to ſettle in Sw ede ,
very few examples have been found of any of them having been brought
to the bar of a tribunal ,

A petition is now preparing by the DeEzrToRs in the couxrTYy and
TOWN GAOLS - of Leiceſter , with . the ſa
bers , and a concurrence of intentionreceived from their fellow fuf
various other gaols , to be offered to botkhouſes , at the enſuir
of parliament , praying that , in ſome . meaſure , by. their wiſdom , they
may ALLEVIATE the DISÉRESSE OLVENT DEBTORS . The
gentlemen , freemen , and inhabit 1t5 aL e, of thi V county ,
will , no doubt , feel themſel : eriouſly called upon Gi n A CAUSE Which ,
it requires no eloquence to plead ) to p romote

Ss intereſt
pic effort ; and to! attempt , at leaf , to mitigate , by means in - their
Power , E miſeries of the wretched, by readily lteppin12 forward with
their ſignatures ín ſtrengthening a necedity ſo generally eſſential .

To an anonymous charge , dated from Denb nf the Methodiſts
in Wales ( which appeared in the Gentlem zine for Septeinber
laſt ) repreſenting them as “ danger ¿ Terting that “ { he
preachers are , in generaî , inſtruments of JF:acob iniÍm ;?? and are ſent into
that country to “diſſeminate its dectrines , &c .

fee, the Rev . Mr .
CHARLES , 0f Bala , ſupported by Mers . T

JoxN PEÉEIS ; And G
FouLK = zs , of Cheſter ; have late ! ly pu bliſked; i in TE fer Chroni

icle ,an anſwer and ſatisfactory refatation , wherein theſe gentlemen - prove the&unimpeachable loyalty of the NMethodiſts to their king and the conſtitu -
tion for theſe 60 years paſt ; ’ abſolutely deny that ‘‘

any fing e tract of
Mr . T . Paine has been anftted into the Welch languags as ſtated in
the charge ; and by apPe :alingto convincing evidence , produced from ſtrong
facts , vindicate the character of both preachers and people from fuch‘“ unſubſtantiated aſſertions, ’ deſigned e criminate
people ; and . from the who
malice or ignorance . ??

How far does a government influence the diſtinctive charadter of a peo -
ple ?? — An entire revolution has Appare ently taken place in the manners of
the French ; and the republican LS f eguality , in regenerating a great
nation , 1f 1 has not corrupted their morals has Sal leaſt , LS

ion/of the cou nty and town mem -
CES in

» ſeſſions

Ot

philanthro -

a numerous body of
le’ of the charge gs ‘“

being founded only in

Pr Aaeffect unfriendly to the politeneſs ,
#
the embe Ilihn le taſte , which

formerly characteriſed their manners . This i popular French
writer , who , ow much his coun .
trymen are Een 6 mE Lxts that atticim , tIthat taſte , thaf
grace , that €GELEN of manner , that art of living a pleaſing , whict n,sf late , ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed the nation, ” € The women, ” adds



79 Morals and Manners , —Obituary . [ Jan .

he , “ ré at preſent , men , both in voice , in geſture , in tone , and in
manners ; they deſcant , they provoke you , ſwear , drink , romp . The
zurcarets of the day are the moſt important men of ſociety ; the elegants ,
of the day are only jockeys ; filthy , groſs , impudent and ridiculous .
Every thing is fallen into degradation ; the modes are no longer invented
Dy taſte ; they are the produ of indecency and immodeſty . They
would ſhew what ſelf - love has hitherto always enjoined to conceal , and
they diſguſt in lieu of ſeducing . In Greece , which they áâre ſo deſirous

to imitate , a law forbade the women to appear in public , in a manner
that was not decent . Travellers laugh , with reaſon , at the bizarrerie of
our coſtumes , which , whilſt our Alcibiades ' s ’ affublent de trois gilets ,
( muffflMe themſelvés up in three flannel waiſtcoats ) collar their neck with
ten handkerchiefs , and keep their legs preſſed in colantes and point -
ed boots ; our women 2 la mode , or who wiſh to be ſo , brave the

; cold ‘ and catarrhs , in ſhewing forms which are any thing but
models, ’ &c ; &c .

The muſical feſtival at Shrewſbury , January 1, for the benefit of the

Sünday ſchools , was very reſpeétably attended , notwithſtanding the
uncommon ſeverity of the weather . The concert and ball were honoured

Wath ‘ almoſt all the beauty and faſhion of the town and county . The
band , conſiſting of a numerous ‘ collection of excellent performers , was

brought together from a great diſtance , at a conſiderable expence ; and
the . concert was , without exaggeration , AR ever performed in
Shrewſbury . The colle &Æion at the doors , ïor the purpoſes of the charity ,

‘ amounted,to 281 , 178 . 6d ;
. - The farmers of Copmanthorpe , near York , have agreed to ſupply
the poor and labouring inhabitants of that townſhip with the beſt wheat ,
ät 7s . 6d . the buſhel , during the preſent very high price of that neceſſary

"article .
Mr . T . BarFvyex of Mancheſter , has lately publiſhed , in that town , 2

‘ pamphlet , intitled “ A conciſe Expoſition of the Tricks and Arts uſed
in the Collection of Eaſter Dues , with a. Liſt of the Items Which compoſe
LEH EAI /

“ A socIeETYy has been , for ſome time paſt , eſtabliſhed at Warminſter ,
under the name of UNITARIAN CHRISTIANS , for the avowed purpoſe
of “ promoting Chriſtian Knowledge , and the practice of virtue , by the
diſtribution of books , in the weſt of England . ”

The biſhop of Bereford has lately addreſſed a letter to Mr . WALKER ,
printer of the Hereford Journal , ſoliciting the attention of the nobility ,
gentry , and clergy of the Dioceſe , to exert an ative intereſt , in pros
moting the cauſe of benevolence , by ſupplying the wants of their poor
and diftreflſed neighbours , &c . His lordſhip ? s letter , which commences
thus : ‘ Iam directed by an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt to provoke to love and

good works, ’ &c . does not ſuggeſt or preſcribe any means of applying
the charity ; but , in general , exhorts and encourages to give cheer -

fully .
It is highly gratifying to obſerve that in almoſt every town of any

note throughout the kingdom , the more opulent inhabitants have éſta -
bliſhed public Kitchens for the ſale of meat ſoups , as a means of alle ,
Viating the diſtreſſes of the poor .

Obituary . 8
“ MEMOIR or THtf LIFE of THE LATE DR . BLACK .

HE woridhas recently loſt ,inDR . BLack of EDINBURCH , one of the
moſt amiable men and the greateſt philoſophers , who have ever

adorned ſociety . It is not ſo much in the hope of doing honour to bis
Inemory , as from an earne ( ì deſire to preſent an iMuſtcious example in an
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D 5 2
that excellent man , is here introduced .

Dr . BLack was the ſon of reſpectablè Scottiſh parents . He receivéd
a liberal education in every branch of ſtudy , that could accompliſh the “,,
character of the gentleman , or prepare him to do honaur to a learned “
and philoſophical profeſſion . He in due time öbtainéd the Gegr

DOCTOR in medicine ; and ' was invited to a profeſſorſhip inthe dep
of the medical ſtudies , in the univerſity of GLAasGo0W

About that time , great exertions were made to eſtabliſh at Edinburgh ,
a medical ſchool , which might vie with the ſchools of LexYTDEN , of

PARIS , oFMOoNTPELIER , of PAvIA . CULLEN had béen
¡

3laſgow , or its neighbourhood , to the chair of a medical pro yrſhip , in
the univerſity of EDINBURGH . BLACK was called from Glaſgow ; Tome
time after , to be a colleague with CULLEN , in the medjcal faculty 1ù
the ſame univerſity , and to ſucceed him in the profeſſorſhip of chemiſtiy .

His reputation as a phyſician and a chemiſt , was already high . ; But ,
the expectations which had been conceived of his diſplay -of ability ,
as a teacher . of chemeſtry 1n Edinburgh , were ſoon amply &fñAtified .
Simplicity , clearneſs , and preciſion in lecturing ; acéuracy ánd e
in the exhibition of experiments ; an ardent paſſion for the ſcie
which he had devoted his exertions , happily tempered by an ine
ſoundneſs of mind , and direéted by calm , philoſophic reaſon

intereſting light , that this very brief and imperfe &t memoir of the life of

artment

ited . from

n; ift

guiſhed him above every other teacher of cCHEMTS/TRY thàt Scötland had
as yet - ſeen . Chemiſtry had been hitherto valued at. Edinburgh, » for
little elſe but the materials and the lights which it was gualified to af -
ford to pharmacy . In the hands of BLACcKk , îit quickly bègan to aſſume
the dignity of a great branch of phyſical ſcience , little léſs important
than that to which the appellation of NATURAL PHILOSOPHY , had
hitherto been excluſively confined . The ſtudents of cuEemMIsTRY be -
eame continually more numerous at Edinburgh . It was regarded , as an -
eſſential part of. liberal education in general , and no longer the mere
technical and profeſſional accompliſhment of perſons who were pre -
paring to engage in the practice of medicine . The diſciple ,of Box K-
HAAVE ; , the rival of MacQuEeR ; Dr . BLacK was ' ſoon eſteemed bÿ thoſe
who were the beſt able to judge of his merits , as a philoſophical chemiít ,
and a teacher of chemiſtry , ſuperior to every competiter in the ſame pur -
ſuits .

His fame was diffuſed throughout EvuRoPe , by the importance of
his ¿wo diſcoveries ; that the fixed alkalis , in that which hadbeen hitherto
thought their higheſt purity , were but ‘ combinätions of pure cauſtic
alkali with a peculiar gas ; and that heat , as in the produétion of cold
by eVaporation , was capable of paſſing into a ſtate in which ir ſhould
undeniably continue to exiſt , yet ſhould not be perceptible , either by
our feelings , or by the indications of our thermometers . Theſe diſ
coveries naturally ld to the diſcovery of the exiſtence ofall the different
gaſſes before unknv and of the combination of heat and light with a
particular baſe in gas - oxygen , from which they ſeparated in combuſtion .
The inaccurate , though multiplied experiments of Prieſtley are not to
be compared with the preciſion , the elegance , the importance ot thoſe of

BLACK. It is confeſſed , that . nothing but that exceſlive ! modeſty of
Judgment , which is ſometimes the moſt ſignally conſpicuous in men
of the greateſt genius could have withheld BLacxk , after his fir diſ -
coveries , from becoming the founder , of that ſyſtem , which has con -
ferred immortality on the name of LavoIs1ER .

He joined , in the mean time , the diſcharge of the profeſſional duties af
A phyſician , to the labours of an academical teacher of chegnuüſtry . Sis
ſkill was great ; his manners humane and gentle ; kis mind ſuperior to
every ſordid artifice , in the competition for medical praétice . Às a phy -
fician , therefore , he was very highly eſteemed ; and his advice was ever

Z



LZ
Caen

ITA

4

Obituary .

its .-móltSérdenth: ſSüeht by thoſe who were the beſt able to judge of his

“ ‘guatifcat ns . ¿Hé was - the friend and the confidential phyfician of
y

UME; of . whoſe illneſs and death , he ’ gave an account in a

lIerrer. ts Dr. “ ABAM : : SMÍTH , Which has been long ſince béfore the pub -
2A ere was mndeed , ſomething congemal in the tempers and cha -
-_ racers Of the tWo ° philoſophers , TOE and BLacKk . Only , BLacx ,

with perhäps more of fcientific ardour , ſeems to have had leſs than
Hume , of the ambition of fame , and of a philofopher ’ s vanity .

Since , Within theſe Iſt twenty years , chemiſtry became ſo popular a
ftudy , and had its ſphere ſo vaſtly expanded ; BLacxK had ' the pleaſure - of
Knowing , that he was univerſa illy regardéd as the moſt eminent of che -

miſts , the fatherof whatever diſcoveriés lad the moſt enlarged and exalted
the fcience . His diſciples , young men Who reſorted to Edinburgh , from äll

guarters , diffuſed his fame ‘ and his doctrines over Europe , and ‘ throughout
the world . The Engliſh chemiſts highly reſpected the accuracy of his

‘“EXpeFimenits, and thét enlargement of his ſcientific views . LAVOISIER
Tearcéêly dared to think his own diſcoveries ſure , tillthey had obtained the

approbation of . BLACK .
MOVEUAHIN: tovíolate thoſe laws which honour has preſcribed , in regard
&0 „epltolaty- ihftercöurſe, by publiſhing „ without BLacxK ? s permiſſion ,

ar privitéttetter , n° which the Scottiſh philoſopher politely expreſſed his

‘gonépal approbation öf the LAvoISIEKIAN experiments „and ERSOS ſo
as theſe had been at that time condudted .

« Mlle the French PÞPeS eagerly propagated their - theory, and
_rope 5120- Prance , in chemiſtry , that triumph whäach in the explanation

df thie Îgnetary ” loÿements , NEWTON had Vindicated tó Britain ; all

Europe awäited : the deciſion of BLAaCx : and ſuch was «the general Cot
:“ffidepee În Pis philófophical integrity and - pénetration , that no doubt was

Dit : ¿the - part which . BLA4cxK ſhould take , would be that

wineh “ allthe ; Chémical ’ philoſophers in Europe , w ould be inclined AA

«péétfi Îy #6, ‘ follow . Tt was com paratively little that BERGMAN and

“ SCHEELE ‘ coûld - ‘ be underſtood to have done : for , their experiments did

“ not ; hke thoſe of BLACK , pervade the whole of chemical ſcience . When
at laſt BLacK ? s explanations of the phænomena ‘to his ‘ pupils , evinced
That he beliéved LAavy . o1s1ER to have not incorreêtly interpreted nature ;

then , and onlythen , was La vo1s1ER ? s dottrine conſidered to be not theory ,
but demonſtrated ſe IENGE.

Whule . the progreſs of lite , and ‘ the ſevere “ impreſſion vf ſucceſſive

years , rendered hi1s health continually more frail ; ſtudents reſorted with

increaſing eagerneſs to hear his leétures , and to learn from him the art of

making experiments with the genuine attention ' 6f true ſcience . It was

thought , that each ſucceſſive year might be - his laſt : and his words were
liſtened to , as thoſe of a prophet or an angel , ‘ which would be heard ”

As long as he continued to teach ; his lectures were heard asnv more .

1nfinÆely intereſting, on account of that dignified modeſty of ſcience * in

which they were uttered , and that preciſion and minuteneſs of ex -

pe ment which . they diſplayed.
Je enjoyed one pleáſure , in which no man of intelligénce and virtue can

well help envying him . He ſaw , that thoſe lectures which he had been ,
for a courſe of thirty years , accuſtomed to deliver , had contributed , to an
amount even above calculation , to improve Fe arts O: UTE, ind to

augment the opulence of men in general , in ' his own country , in Britain ,

a 1
all Euròpe , throughout the w hole world : ſince the improvements of

hich he was the author , extended their influence to all domeſtic life ,
S all obſervation of nature , to all . the agricultural añd economical arts .

Another number may Schibit that ſkêtch of his charaéter , which the

feelings of : nature make one of the moſt reſpectful and aîfettionate of

his addmirers , incapable to introduce in this place , C:

The anxious vanity of the Frenchman even

-
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